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How many industrial wind turbines are there in France?
This is a data difficult to access. There is always talk of
"connected power", terawatts, megawatts / hour, in
short, the number of masts is not touted ... But the
calculation is relatively simple, the total power of the
835 wind turbine "parks" of the hexagonal representing
9000 MW, there would be about 4500 machines in
activity (a wind turbine with an average power of 2
MW), and it is expected that 5000 more will soon be
connected to the network. The Aveyron, meanwhile, has
already seen erect 94 industrial wind turbines, and 121
additional were granted a building permit. It would only
be a beginning, if one believes the forecasts of the
regional scheme, whose objective would be the
implantation of a thousand masts. If the atom has
already done collosal damage (and again this is just the
beginning), would the wind industry that they are
presented as its miraculous cure be a green caution at
all the French nuclear? Is it not also the new speculative
bubble of financial capitalism in search of new markets?
In short, what is industrial wind?
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Autopsy of an industrial wind turbine

Industrial wind turbines are not the windmills of our time, as we
sometimes hear. The latest models are over 200 meters tall, more
than four times the height of a Very High Voltage line tower. Their
implementation requires several years of work, massive
deforestation, the widening of existing roads and tracks to make parts
bigger than those of an Airbus. 2000 tons of concrete are poured into
the ground for each mast, the foundation of 200m3 is of a volume
equivalent to that of an Olympic swimming pool. Each wind turbine
contains 600kg of rare earth, mainly neodymium. The exploitation
and refining of this metal is mainly done in the city of Baotou (in Inner
Mongolia), nicknamed "the city of cancer". Chemical discharges from
this industry have polluted the entire region: life expectancy is now 40
years and radioactivity is twice that measured at Chernobyl. Each
wind turbine also contains more than 4 tonnes of copper mined in the
South American deposits where entire villages are expropriated by



the armed forces to enable Western firms to exploit the wealth of the
subsoil and the lives of the workers. To green here, we darken there.
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Rare Earth Reprocessing Plant in Baotou, Mongolia

Effects on the surrounding life

When it starts moving, an industrial wind turbine produces
several kinds of noise. The first are related to the mechanics of
the system, including the nacelle; others, more gloomy, are
due to the airflow around the blades, which produce
moreover, passing in front of the mast a whole range of
infrasound. Once launched, the wind turbine makes a nagging
noise that local residents describe as: "a plane that would pass
at low altitude without ever landing"; they put double glazing,
leave the windows closed and close the chimney duct with
newspaper ... then they move, so miraculously they manage to
sell their house. The day, the stroboscopic effect of the blades -
jerks of shadow and light - is very difficult to bear. It causes
headaches and nausea. At night, the luminous flashes at the



























