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GLOBAL EXAMPLES OF FORBIDDEN BOOKS 

For the artwork The Parthenon of Books, part of documenta 14 in Kassel, the artist Marta 
Minujín and documenta 14 are collecting up to 100.000 books which have been re-published 
after being banned for years as well as those that are distributed legally in some countries but 
not in others. The following list of currently or formerly prohibited books, many of which are 
considered among the classics of world literature today, illustrates the global scope of 
censorship. The donated books do not necessarily need to be original editions from the time of 
their respective prohibitions. documenta 14 welcomes donations of new editions, original 
editions, as well as several copies of the same title. 

 

Akhmatova, Anna Andreyevna: Poems 1909–1945 

Aristophanes: Lysistrata 

Balzac, Honoré de: A Woman of Thirty 

Balzac, Honoré de: The Splendors and Miseries of Courtesans or A Harlot High and Low 

Balzac, Honoré de: The Girl with the Golden Eyes 

Balzac, Honoré de: A Murky Business 

Balzac, Honoré de: History of the Thirteen 

Balzac, Honoré de: Droll Stories 

Balzac, Honoré de: Eugénie Grandet 

Balzac, Honoré de: The Old Maid or An Old Maid 

Balzac, Honoré de: The Country Doctor 

Balzac, Honoré de: The Unknown Masterpiece 

Beecher Stowe, Harriet: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

The Bible 

Boccaccio, Giovanni: The Decameron 

Burroughs, William S.: Naked Lunch 

Brecht, Bertolt: Entire works 

Brod, Max: Entire works 

Brodsky, Joseph Aleksandrovich: Entire works 

Brown, Dan: The Da Vinci Code 

Brown, Dee: Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 

Capote, Truman: In Cold Blood 

Garcia Lorca, Federico: Poet in New York 

Carroll, Lewis: Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 

Casanova, Giacomo: The Memoirs of Jacques Casanova de Seingalt 

Cervantes, Miguel de: The Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote of La Mancha 
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Chaucer, Geoffrey: The Canterbury Tales 

Cleland, John: Fanny Hill 

Coelho, Paulo: The Alchemist 

Coelho, Paulo: The Zahir 

Conrad, Joseph: Heart of Darkness 

Darwin, Charles: On the Origin of Species 

Diderot, Denis: Jacques the Fatalist 

Döblin, Alfred: Entire works with the exception of Wallenstein 

Dostoyevsky, Fyodor Mikhailovich: Demons 

Dostoyevsky, Fyodor Mikhailovich: The Brothers Karamazov 

Einstein, Albert: Entire works 

Ellis, Bret Easton: American Psycho 

Faulkner, William: As I Lay Dying 

Feuchtwanger, Lion: Entire works 

Frank, Anne: The Diary of a Young Girl 

Freiligrath, Ferdinand: Ça ira!  

Freud, Sigmund: Entire works 

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von: The Sorrows of Young Werther 

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von: Faust 

Gombrowicz, Witold: Entire works until 1986 

Gordimer, Nadine: July's People 

Gorki, Maxim: Entire works 

Brothers Grimm: Grimms' Fairy Tales 

Brothers Grimm: German Sagas 

Hašek, Jaroslav: The Good Soldier Švejk 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel: The Scarlet Letter 

Heine, Heinrich: Travel Pictures 

Heine, Heinrich: Book of Songs 

Heine, Heinrich: The Romantic School 

Heine, Heinrich: New Poems 

Heine, Heinrich: Germany. A Winter's Tale 

Heine, Heinrich: Atta Troll 

Hemingway, Ernest: For Whom the Bell Tolls 
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Hemingway, Ernest: A Farewell to Arms 

Hemingway, Ernest: Across the River and into the Trees 

Herwegh, Georg: Poems of a Living Man  

Hikmet, Nâzım: Entire works 

Hobbes, Thomas: Leviathan or The Matter, Forme and Power of a Common Wealth 
Ecclesiasticall and Civil 

Hoffmann von Fallersleben: Unpolitical Songs 

Horváth, Ödön von: Youth Without God 

Horváth, Ödön von: A Child of Our Time 

James, E.L.: Shades of Grey trilogy 

Joyce, James: Ulysses 

Kafka, Franz: Entire works 

Kant, Immanuel: Lectures on Metaphysics 

Kant, Immanuel: Critique of Pure Reason 

Kästner, Erich: Entire works with the exception of Emil and the Detectives 

Kazantzakis, Nikos: The Last Temptation of Christ 

Kisch, Egon Erwin: Entire works 

Kundera, Milan: Entire works until 1989 

Lasker-Schüler, Else: Entire works 

Lawrence, D. H.: Lady Chatterley’s Lover 

Lee, Harper: To Kill a Mockingbird 

Lenau, Nikolaus: Poems 

Lenin, Vladimir Ilyich: Entire works (as well as all works on Lenin) 

Lenz, Jakob Michael Reinhold: The Tutor Or The Benefits of a Private Education 

Levi, Primo: If This Is a Man (United States title: Survival in Auschwitz) 

Liao, Yiwu: Interviews with People from the Bottom Rung of Society 

Liebknecht, Karl: Entire works 

Luther, Martin: Entire works 

Luxemburg, Rosa: Entire works 

Machiavelli, Niccolò: The Prince 

Mandelstam, Ossip: Poems 1910–1946 

Mann, Erika: Entire works 

Mann, Heinrich: Entire works 

Mann, Klaus: Entire works 

Mann, Thomas: Entire works 
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Marx, Karl: Entire works (as well as all works on Marx) 

Melville, Herman: Moby-Dick; or, The Whale 

Meyrink, Gustav: Entire works 

Miller, Henry: Tropic of Cancer 

Musil, Robert: The Man Without Qualities 

Musil, Robert: The Confusions of Young Törless 

Myrivilis, Stratis: Life in the Tomb 

Nabokov, Vladimir: Lolita 

Neruda, Pablo: Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair 

Neruda , Pablo: Canto General 

Nietzsche, Friedrich: The Antichrist 

Orwell, George: Nineteen Eighty-Four or 1984 

Orwell, George: Animal Farm 

Paine, Thomas: Rights of Man 

Pasternak, Boris Leonidovich: Doctor Zhivago 

Petropoulos, Elias: Rebetica: Songs of the old Greek underworld 

Potter, Beatrix: The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

Remarque, Erich Maria: Entire works 

Rhoides, Emmanuel: The Papess Joanne 

Roth, Joseph: Entire works 

Roth, Philip: Portnoy's Complaint 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques: Emile, or On Education 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques: The Social Contract 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques: Discourse on Inequality 

Rowling, Joanne K.: Harry Potter series 

Rushdie, Salman: The Satanic Verses 

Sacher-Masoch, Leopold von: Entire works 

Sade, Marquis de: Justine, or The Misfortunes of Virtue 

Sade, Marquis de: The 120 Days of Sodom 

Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de: The Little Prince 

 

Salinger, J.D.: The Catcher in the Rye 

Schiller, Friedrich: The Robbers 

Schiller, Friedrich: Poems 
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Schiller, Friedrich: Mary Stuart 

Schiller, Friedrich: Ode to Joy 

Schiller, Friedrich: History of the Revolt of the United Netherlands Against Spanish Rule 

Schnitzler, Arthur: Entire works 

Seghers, Anna : Entire works 

Sendak, Maurice: Where the Wild Things Are 

Shelley, Mary: Frankenstein: or, The Modern Prometheus 

Solzhenitsyn, Alexandr Isayevich: Entire works 

Steinbeck, John: The Grapes of Wrath 

Sternheim, Karl: Entire works 

Strauß, David Friedrich: The Life of Jesus, Critically Examined 

Suttner, Bertha von: Entire works 

Swift, Jonathan: Gulliver's Travels 

Toller, Ernst: Entire works 

Tolstoy, Leo Nikolayevich: The Kingdom of God Is Within You 

Tolstoy, Leo Nikolayevich: A Confession 

Tolstoy, Leo Nikolayevich: What I Believe 

Chekhov, Anton Pavlovich: Sakhalin Island 

Tucholsky, Kurt: Entire works 

Turgenev, Ivan Sergeyevich: Fathers and Sons 

Turgenev, Ivan Sergeyevich: Rudin 

Twain, Mark: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Vargas Llosa, Mario: Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter 

Vargas Llosa, Mario: The Cubs and Other Stories 

Vargas Llosa, Mario: Captain Pantoja and the Special Service 

Voltaire: Candide 

Wassermann, Jakob Michael Reinhold: Entire works 

Wells, H. G.: Entire works 

Werfel, Franz: Entire works 

Whitman, Walt: Leaves of Grass 

Wilde, Oscar: Salome 

 

Wilde, Oscar: The Picture of Dorian Gray 

Zuckmayer, Carl: Entire works 

Zweig, Arnold: Entire works 
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Zweig, Stefan: Entire works 

   


