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These documents come from the materials prepared for the
January 1975 Congress of Lotta Continua. Some are completed
translations of theses, and some are summaries which give an
idea of the main content of the debate.

The contents are:

1) Conference Report 4) On Tactics

2) Lotta Continua - Origins 5) On Internationalism
and History 6) On the Newspaper

3) On Materialism 7) Women's Report.

The Conference Report is a brief introduction by comrades from
Big Plame who went to the Congress. The Women's Report is-

an account of the workshop on women. There are also (being
prepared) translations of 2 documents on the national and
international situation. We hope these will be circulated
soon. And, finally, a document that we prepared last year,

on Class Struggle in Italy, October 1974,

available from:

Big Flame,
7, Norland Gardens, “$.¢
LONDON W 11.
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Lotta’Continua had-plahned o, Yong time to hold their first national -
congress’ to’ férm £He ‘rebolutionary party but. it was repeatedly.put off ...
bécause of the 'predstres of political, work. The National Committee ..
wrote a seéries’ of theses meant to express.the basjic political. theory ...

. i

of the party and make sugqgestions about its rules and requlations and =
its struetures:; - These were piublished and distributed to all militants.’
LC also published-all other contributions made by individuals and
groups .of militants.on variousisubjects which they felt were relevant °
to the discussion. Because of printing costs not all of these have "
been published but eventually every contribution -.even letters -

regarding the congréss should be available. o S

The theses: were circulated to€very militant by the beginning-of December,
They ‘were read and. discussed in each-cell ‘(in some ‘cases cdes. from' =
Avanguardia -Operaia were allowed to participate in thesc discussions -~
because they. were working closely with LC in a particular intervention).'”
Usually a comrade from the central office of a particular town or city
would go to these cell mestings to answer guestions and clarify any '
points which militants couldn‘t understand. From these diccussions
delegates were elected to go to the provincial congresses. These del-
egates were mandated to put forward any criticisms or suggestions

for additions or ammendments, but they could also express their personal
oppinions.

Out of the delegates to the provincial congresses a certain number (4 out
of 62) from ench city could go to the national congress and out of these
2 out of 3 had voting power while the other one could participate in the
discussions but not vote. Here again these delegates were mandated to
szy certain things but they could also speak from their personal point
of view,

Besides the ¥ational Committee and the delegates LC also invited various
‘cdes. who it felt had a contribution to make to the discussions. Rep-
resentatives from left groups from all over the world were invited as
well as from the Italian left groups and the press. At times there must
have been well over 2,000 people present.

The congress was held in a large building used for conferences. It was
decorated with red banners and posters. Inside there was a huge mural
of a Fiat workers march and various banners depicting scenes of struggle.
There was a bookstall and a photographic exhibition of the Kids' Cafe

in Naples. Security was very strict at all times. - I

The congress lasted for 6 days. BEach day began with workshops on two or
ot three gquestions. Each workshop was introduced by a worker and workers
™ were given priority to speak. In the afternoon, after lunch, there was

a plenary session where report-backs of that morning's workshops were
| given and then the floor would be thrown open for further discussisns.
| Also during plenary sessions greetings from other revolutionary groups
| were read, motions of solidarity passed and speeches were made by cdes.

from other Italian groups (AO and Manifesto-PDUP) and Chilean, Spanish

and Portuguese groups.

It was exciting to see such a large-scale attempt to have political
Ggiscussions and it was inspiring to see so many working class militants
who were clear and articulate and took the initiative in all the
discussions. The delegates were already tired out from a month's
discussiocn beginning at local level and going up to the provincial
congresses which had just ended. But they remnined enthusiastic right
up to the very end - ready tc leap to their feet to sing, cnrant slogans
and salute their ccmrades and revolutionaries from other countries.
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The Congress adopted all the theses with the changes propoéed by the oo
workshops and the revised versions are being published. ' On the last day
elections were held for the National Committee, the Secretariat and the
General Secretary (guess who?). From now on the leadership at all levels
must by-elected: algo. the definitions of "militant” and "s;ymphathiser"
have been spelled out in the party: statutes. ' .

ThlS report which is made up of summarles of, the theses, translations
and notes takéh by the BF representatives. is intended to Stimiulatel”

theudiscu551on withln BF about LC and clar;fy our. knowledge of their
pOllthS.’f_ , R

BF sent three representetlves, who, because of pressures of base work
haven't been able to get this report out as guickly and efflciently as
was planned. Although we haven it had the time or space in this report
to express our personal 1mpressions and critlclsms - both with regard
(k0 LC and BF - we want this report to stimuylate some debate in BF

a;ound the questlons of hown renresentatlves were chosen and how they
were dele ated and that ‘the most useful and interesting wav of reportlng
our. exper ences would be.uv FO P

Note: On page 5 of the Jomen's Report there!s a gap halfwey down the page (line 11),
where the Italian word was 'ponti’. This means extended layoffs over & holiday
perlod (like the recent FIAT layoffs over Xmas).
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LOTTA CONTINUA L ON TS OWN

THE ORIGINS OF. LOTTA CONTINUA

Lotta Continua has different origins to the traditional ones and those

of most of .the left groups 'in Italy. The birth of theseé groups coin-
cides with an ideological definition and a more-or-less direct affilia-
tion - often'a break away - from a rgvisionist organisation ( like the
origins of Trotskyist, Marxist-Leninist, or neo-revisionist organisa-

‘tions such as Avanguardia Operaia, the ML parties, and Manifesto-FPDUP

respectively).

. The difference in bur~origins is what some degenerates call "gpontan<ism”
This corresponds to the knowledge that a non-parrasiticrexistence-of a

party depends on its relationship to the class struggle: that what is new
in the party and its relationship to the "0ld", to the history of the .
workers' movement, its thoughts and actions, depends on_what is new in

~the working class, its compositicn and struqqles-ﬂ , . ' .
Our ‘History, with its serious limits and mistakes, is proof of this.

Lotta Continua was born as the party of a struggle of one vanguard section
of the working class. A struggle which in .its immediacy and particular
nature contained, - as something to be drawn from on the “asis of Marx-
ist theory - a general meaning, a 'conductive wire' for proletarian unity,
for formulating the programme in which the process of the political

unification of the proletariat finds an organic expression..

Frdmfthat struggle with its particular ani .at the same time universal
character we drew,concretely and in our theoretical elaborations.the
construction of our oraanisation and -its militants. .

QUR _EISTORY ' I T

196% wasn't the year one of workers' autonomy in Italy nor of the polit-
ical life of the militants who contributed to forming Lotta Continua.
Nevertheless, the birth of Lotta Continua in 1869 corresponds organical-
1y (and undoubtedly partially) to what was a real leap forward in the
struggles and consciousness of the working class in Italv.

The history of Lotta Continua which followed wasn't and shouldn't have
been the history of a progressive liberation from some presumed original
"spontaneous" sin. On the contrary, other ways of percieving the
building of the party forced their advocates to undergo torturous efforts
to get rid of ideologism and detatchment from the masses which were
compromising or at anv rate severely obstructing a real understanding of
class autonomy.

Instead this was the far from linear history of a process of going beyond
minority interpretation of the task of the revolutionary party and gaining
a correct concent of tactics. A% its birth Lotta Continua was an immed-
iate manifestation of the most advanced part of the working class

which was explicitely regaining a strategic autonomy. Later on it had

to confront new tasks; build its capacity to overcome the immediacy of
asserting workers' autonomy, and accompany and orientate the process

of generalisation and consolidation. For the working class this meant
taking into account its own internal composition, the difference< with

the rest of the proletariat and with the organisations present within it;
in short, its own history. A social process of enormous dimensions dev-
eloped according to the laws of contradiction which govern the movement:
the assertion of class autonomy by the most advanced sector of the working
class, clearly the fruit of the capitalist method of production and at

the same time the most radical and universal hostility to the capitalist
method of production in head-on contradiction to the revisionist leader-
ship of the working class; the gaining of wider unity and more advanced
synthesis.




The form this assumed is linked, in a non-gradualist way, to the prolonged
character of the bourgeoise crisis and the revolutionary process. In

this process, Lotta Continua too had to take into account the class
analysis, the history of the proletariat, the importance of its past and
present history, committing serious mistakes and risking serious conse-
quences for its relationship to the masses. ' o

It.risked overturning the strategic force, the 1ink and understanding

of .workers' autonomy because of a very serious tactical weakness. - The
.correct understanding of the capitalist crisis -of the failure of the
reformist alliance between advanced capital and the workers' movement, of
the continuity:of workers' struggle bevond the end of the ‘Hot Autumn'-
was due to that strategic force. Due to this tactical weakness Lotta
Continua forecast that the process of generalisation of workers' auton-
omy and the unification c¢f the proletariat, would have had to overthrow
the mediations of the historic organisation of the proletariat and that
therefore it was up to Lotta Continua, without mediations, to stimulate
and guide that process. Very late, on the actual development of the
“class movement, Lotta Continua verv nearlvy underestimated class aunton-
omy. Identifying the broad and multiform political expression with its
position, and at the vervy least with its organisatinn,‘thereby;riskinq
to put the organisation first-and slip towards attempts at bureaucracy
or militarisation. — ' S o

“The correction of these errors was moved by a patient return to the work -
“ ing class, the analysis and methedical reflection on the dynamics of

" its struggle and its organisation and its relation to those dynamics. Our
national ¢ongress is a destination point of these years of building the
party within the class movement. The pnssibilityfor the autonomy of
building the marty is xased on the -qenaral undsrstandina of the relat-
ionghin hetwe2n strategy and tactics. N o -DECEMBER 'TH
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The materialist conception of reality and history must constitute the theoretical
foundation of our politics and the basis for the formation of each offt us. This
is the only way in which we can guarantee a sclentifi criterion to verify our
politicel line and to give all the militants the tools to meke independent
judgements in every field, '

Vulgar naberialism

When we talk abkut materialism, we don't think that a materialist conception of
reality . iz based on physics, chemistry, biology or the other scilences which
deal with what is commonly known a3 matier. .
These sciences spe & product of the division of gociety into classes; and they
have developed as instrunents of this division, i.e, as instruments of the
domination of the bourgeoisie over the proletariat . These sciences, together
with the technicsl mpplicaticns which embody them (i.e. machinery and capitalist
organisaticn of.labour) are.one of the main manifestations of this class domination, -
Therefore a vision of the world which is based on these sciences 1s tied to the
way in which these sciences were born and developed, end 80 is what Marx called
tideology', i.e. the justificotion of the division of gociety into classes. This
does't mean that the whole conbent of these sciences is false, Throtgh them
nankind has increased its domination over nature,i.e. over the rest of the world.
But humsnity is divided into clesses end the dominatiom of man over nature is
nediated through the division of society into classes. To understand this we
mist think of the way in which the productive processes happen ( i.e. the processes
through which man - appropriates nature. Natural sciences
have this characteristic linked to their origin and development, Any theory :
which i - «&.. Sees them as the basis of a general conception of society is . -
classist and bourgeoise, This applies to positivism which T has dominated
the evolution of Marwism inside the 2nd Internmationasle, and zdanovism, which
dominetes in the URSS and tends o present Marxism as a branch of a general theory
of evolution, ' o
Mny atterpt to Toverthrow! the nature of these sciences without having overthrown
first the social relationships which have created them is utopian and gbatract.
This spplies to the illusion that intellectuals and scientists can create an ,
alternative culture by an isclated 7 critical rejection of their role.
Every atterpt which identifies the limits of these sciences with a limit of knowledge
in absolute, iz an attempt to limit the knowing power of humenity and to concede
the knowledge of socisl relationships to irrationality, This after altl is the 2ast
shelter of bourgeoise ideology which is not able to justify the existing
reality and only tries to contest the scientific and theoretical foundation of
those who want to overthrow it,

Marxism

In order to have an effective knowledge of the world and history we must
base cur theory on that science that prosupposges the division of society into
classes and is also the produck of the struggle to overcome this division, This
science is MARXISM, i.e. the . accumilation of the knowledge that the
proletaria’ has got together and veritried in the course of its struggle for
comminism. Tt becomes clear then what relationship exists between Marxis and
the other sciences: without marxism tkey give a -distorted and ideological understanding
of reality; with marxism they too can become & terrain of struggle to
overt: w this reality, But thés is a practical link, not an abstract cne: it
is determined by the real stfuggle of the proletariat %o conguer a different - -
relaotionship with nature and among human beings.

materialist conception of reality is +hat which explains
acj~ntifically and ratinally not only class struggle, ' - '

. but alsc the pessibility thet class svruggse in this
epowl; i.e. the struggle between proletariat and bourgecisie, will lead to communism
the society without class division, In other words we st be able to analy-e khe -
nature of the contradiction between proleteriat and bourgeoisie.
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Marx sai” that the nature of this clesh lies in the contradiction between the
doveloprent of the produetive forces and the relationshipsof production. Bvery

tine thot this contradiction has gone beyond a certain limit a rovolution has given

birth to & new historical form of society, still dominated by the xwimibmrmidm division
into clagses. Copitalisn for the first tine gives rise to mxdwwelmpmewir such &
developnent of the productive forces that the division of society into closgses can

be overcone, ‘

EHT WHAT ALE THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES AND WHAT ARE TR RELATIONSHIP S OF P RCDUCTION?. _
This is where the most profound differcnces 1ie ond this is the root of the contrast

between revisionism and comrmunis, ' - '

The revisionish theory of the produstive forces.

“he first conception, still pregent in the revisionist labour movement and in several '
revolutionary components, identifies the relationships of preduction with relationship
of property, i.e., with private property.., Consequently oll the rest is productive
forces: everything which has accoaponied the evelution of the relaticnships of
work ond their socialisation in the course of *ue capitalist develcpuent: scicnee,
technology, the growth and concentration of plants and machinery , the organisation
of work, the narket, The consequence of this conception isx the conviction that
the natlonall sation of the means of prodicticon elininates the fundanental contradlctlon
of copitalism; where this process has already taken plece (USSR)'socialist is based
on an zbstroct and utopian conccpt, which is not founded cn the real development
of clasa strufgle, but on bourgeoise values; snd everything whlcq doesn't follow thlu
tofificial?! vision is labelled nistake or dev1at10na
This concept of the pr°iuctive forces ig the ultiratc root of revisionisyy 1t goes
throush a long trajectory from the Znd intermaticnale to the stalinist degeneration
of the %rd. FBul 1t sockbomsxdwnoomiisok still shows wp in thoue rovolutlonary
pesitlions which xeooosecdtuscoiol T SR Carmn OO R S R TR X oocERmndoeEx define
the USSR ahd the eastern european countriecs with the 11bel 'de eau“atcd workers
s+ates and refer to o 'socialist ficld! vhich mpritdrkes mtothmsecgenndy wkioo?
% miviuwe puts together state capitalist countries like the USSR and countrics
whero the dictatomship OP the proleteriate 1@ establiched; like China.
This ‘theoretical conception cen be found in the mirpolitical practice of italian
revigionisn; it storts with the cxaltation oi the Droductlvu role of the worker, it
develops with the corporative defonse of professiona (Sklll‘, with the )
aCCCﬁtwnce of the ®m organis ntlon of wozri: bused on ity x1ihxjmmmﬂ:ﬂujmixmmxmfxitx

B e nArr e i e ghown by the fact that its crganisation is founded on
tho skllled LCtO of the worﬂing clags, and by the difficulty thet revisicnism
had in recognising und accepting the new contents of workers aubon0hy3 put forwara
the nest wskilled. sectors of the working clags beorn with Taylorism and the assembly
linc, Those contents express in radical form the rejection of wage labour starting
from the struggle against the most . ¢lenentary aspects off the organisatiocm of werks
¢radings, hlcrarchics, speeds and manning, health, incentives, etlc, : '

The subjectivist reaction,

The first reaction against the revisionist theory of the productive forces takes the
form of subjectivism, Historieally, the orizin of this position lics in on attampt
to interpret Rosa Inxembours in an entileninist way., In France this position flows
into = the exaltabion of Toutogestion! (golfnanaﬁemont) without putting into
questicn the existence of thc cepitalist market, its anarchy, and the problem of
overcoming it(es Trx@ix LIP).. In Germony- qnd the USi-Fthis position is teken wp

by a cultural current which has reduced marxisn tc a critique of culture and sociedy
in the nane of o rationslity without history: in o situntion of gencral integration
of the proletarizt or even of dismppesrence of classes the intellectusls zre secen
to he ghe only subject capable %o conuuct this critique,( Morcuse and the Fronkfurt
School : )

In Ttaly, the vory high level of class strugsle has directed in o very concrete way
the crlthue to the reovisionist thoory «f the proiuctive forces; leading it towards
the terrain in which the contradiction betwcen workers end crpital expr :sses iteelf
in o nmost antagonist wayx : that of the ormunlsatlun of work, The work of Banlmro
PunZlOIl is central from this point of view, Tk : ,
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Whereas Panzierils work can't be identificd w1th preclpe defined theory, his follo-
wers will divide 1nto two main currents, -

Workers control

The first current concentrates its attention on the problem of the organisatidn of
work in its dimension restricted to mmm £f czch single firm, factory, or even worse,
'homogencous growp !, ( In othér words this tendency doesn't sce Fordism as a general
science of the organisation of work in gociety ,= scientific method of regulating

the soclal cycle of productlon,(Productlon, distribution and consurption) and simply
concentrates on the firm, Trans, note), Their crphssis is posed on the preblem of
control ( workers control, control over the conditions of work) and class struggle

is reduced to andabstract strugsle for power inside the factory, The problem of

state power and its seizurc is totally absent { Manifesto-PdlB, Union left, Avanguardia
Operaia in its early stages and their orgenisations in the factory, the CUB'S ; in

this country in my cpinion-this current iz best rep :resantod by IS and the rank & file
organisations which it hns formed).mwmmckixiieckimrs o
The most important immovation lies in theixr 1nterprutwtlon of the parts of Marx: which

deal with machinery and industry., They correctly deny the neutrality of technology
and orgenisation of Isdmmre work whose function is shown to be that of instrument of
cepitalist domination., From this. fact they deduce that machinery , technology, science
the organisation mof work, and even the 'labour force!, i.e. the working class in so

far as it is a 'function' of capital, are 21l 'relationshipsof preduction', The other
pole of +the contradiction, that of the productive forces, remains theredore empty, with
nothing well defined, In their theory the mabterial foundations of the contradiction

tend to dissolve in pure subjectivisn, Poradoxically, their lack of a theory s=dwmkafx
which explains scientifically the autonony of the working class leads their praxis
towards flat objectivism: the workers crgonisation must go through the intermal articula-
tions of the capitalist division of lajour: the jobs, the scetions, the lines, the plants,
the sectors. This conception leads this current tc the theory of ‘1nquadramento unico',
"new way of produ01nf' and 'new model of dovelopnent! xmxmeimwiziz, this T

Loy -

. The iy sholooy of the cla ss

The second current puts the cmphasis on the oppozite character, the objective one, The
rotionality of eopital, identified in the 'plant'!, to which all aspects of capitalist
development are mechenicelly reduced, is countcropnosed”by the tounterplant, the
X rationality of the proletariat -~ or 3w rather of the Working (lass - whose gobjective
behaviour has an inherent cohercnce, directly antagonist to the plan of capital, indepen~—
dent fron the fmeimrczmm!consciousmess', Here the pole mic is against the counteropposi=
tion between 'ecapitalist anarchy! and 'xmm accomplished socialism' as it was presented
b¥ those revisionist thecr:ticians who identified copitalisno with private property and
socialiam with planning,
But in this current as in the othor one the fundamental terrain of class con®r,ontatio?

is that of 'power! conceived in an abstract way, outside its historical determinaticns:
in the =% fir 3t current it was the power of the invidual workers or of the homogenecus
group, in this current it is the pwer of the Cla ss, The objectives of the workers
programe are posed independently from their material foundation, based on the fact that
s they hove the power to 'disrupt the capitalist plant. The history of capibalisnm
is seen as the sories of cyecles always equal: the working class disrupts the plan and

the capifalist rationality recomposzses at a higher level. On the practical leve 1 this
position leads either to cpportunism ( i.e. the acceptation of status quo, including

* the rev isionist party. This is the position lead by Tronti and Cacciaxri both of

whom have been in the C,P, since 1968, ) ; or to voluntarism, i,e. Xheomsmorehoo
subjective rezersh of xwiwiewmt violent solutlon to the ahistorical cycle. (thls is the
position of the late P.0., with kiixits strategy of the insurrection, the Red Brigades
and other 'autonowous' positions,)

Capitalism without x crigls

Wheomegs Hrvisionism 2w refuses to put into gquestion the capitalist mode of production,
Both the sbove currents do, but in relation te revisiomism the demarcatioon line
between productive forces and relationships of production has rotated 180 degreesys
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In revisicnisn y ; AR R s A Y 2ll that advances the job
orgenisation is considercd a factor ¢f progrsst and en as part of the productive
forces, In the subjecti vist positions welve ~halysed before everything is seen as
nwart of the relationships of productions not only the judiciery and cultural suwper-
structure, but also scicnee, bechmelogy, techmological development, the organisation

of wirk, the mwax conccpt of reaasson, ond the nrolotariat  itself which one current
fetishiscs as Womking Class, whereas the other reduces it to labour forece, passive

mass at the disposal of copitelist developient. v

412 the  corponents of this subjestivist rooction sppear in that unhappy theory callad
tnodel of alternative stamationt ( Manifosto P4 ® ) . ,
If we 1o to the roots of the confusicn of these comradess wo sce that it lies in the
foct that they avoid ¥ the problem of the crisis; in this way they don't have the '
Dossibility of fowmding o dynamic theory, historically determined, and n ot static, i.c.
outsidec the history of the contradictions between proletariat & bourgeoisie. They are
not sble to point out, ingide the copltalist node of nroduction, the bas is of the ‘
antozonism botween classes. This basis lies in the noterinl condition of the proletariat
i.e. its beins cormolity among the other commodities., This leads us back to the
existence of the market, its contradictions, its anarchy; this is what the subjectivist
theories hove X¥mxgakk taken away from thelr theories, gitier becouse they haven't even
considerc? 1t or becausemk they have m thought that it wes totally overcome by the
cxistence of the plan. ‘ )

The conditicns Tor rosuning thoe struggle
3 £8L

ke o senerrmrs. The work of Raniero Panzieri has been fundanental in the
famation of the Itolian revolutionary left, despite all distortions. In the years -
of subjemtivisn, (fmsww when Che Guevara chose to go to Bolivies the explosion of
the student novement, the birth of. soveral revolutionary corrandsations } 2 sharp -
denarcation line existod between the so~celled M.L. sroups ( in reality dogmatice
stalinist) and all the others. The first ones in an infantile ary’ fantastic version of
M Mao'ls thought, have avoided any rolationship with the development of reality and
class struggle, The second oneg, in differcent ways, find a refcrence point in the
works of R. Panzicri, mixed with other tendenciss rainly of thirdinternationalist
and revisionist derivation, The contributicn of RJP. has been that of opening the way
towards the redisecovery of workers autonony, showing to the revolutionary generations
where it must be found: in the relationshipem of produetion.
It is. tho deovelopriont of workers cutonony im the yoars Sk
scooeEy. gives the poseibility to refownd in A mnterialist way that
theery that the subjectivist reaction to rovisioniss hod develoned wside dowm, It 1is
the reality of class struggle whi-h in prastice mekes valid the positive and right
agpecets of that theory: the criticisu of tho organisation of work in capitalism and
the réscarch of a definition of the class confrontation’ whichporaity tho identification
the fiundarental neecds of the preletarict o This dovelopment and relaticnship allows
the redefinition of the WAGE os the funlamental terroin of clash. between capdtal and
Mhour in that vhase, ( even if only now we con understend all the theoretical
implications of thot discovery ). Cn the one hand the wage, as price of the labour
forsy, is linked to the nasvr: of the labour force, i.c. comnodity among the others,
and therefors xxx reopens the way towarss an analysis of meprimiisx thex contradictions
of capitolism, which which tust take into account the existenco of the mark.t; in other
wor s it leads us to o theory of the crisis, On the other hand, the analy-is of the
structure of the wage, i.c. its internal caposition (fixed part, variable part,
incentives), rclates the the struggle mmoxk over t he problems of the orgonisation of
work, (of which the stricture of the wage 1is the historic representation) to the market”
and its functioning; in this way the 'factorist! dimension is totally overconid. _
The stages of this theoretical rediscovelry ond the battles that have accompanied then,
arc part of the histoxry of Lotta Gontinua., In the best part of cur studiesz, the -
‘rigidity of labouxr', i.o. the ‘strength congered by the working class-on the terrain
of the struggle asainst copitalist organisation of work, is direcly linked, not in a
machonistic way, o the historic evelution of the labour market, snd thus with the -
cgpitalist cycle and with the crisis. In this way we find the link between the
heprt of won ~ws awtonony and the crisis thot the cepitalist systen is going through -
at a worldwide level,
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Productive forceg and rclationships of;groductlon

What is then our finishing p01nt in this atterpt tc redefine the contradiction botween
produutlve forecos and fbl&tlunshlgp of productict in the 1light of the historic
experience and the developments of class strugile in these last few years? (This is
o térporary position and 1t will need o lot of articulation aond further detailed
conside ration). ' '
The main preductive force, tn%t to which in the last: analy31s all the others are lirked,
is constituted by the proletariat itsclf, by its qualitative and qu&ntltatlve grewth
by its class interests which root’ thems lees in its naterial needs, i.e. in the-
historic conditions of ibs existence. 411 the othex tproductive forces?, the forece of
nature, science and technology, arc the product of historical efclution and EXE are’
pr oductive forces only in relationship with that evelved form of social coapvrutlon W
which has been made possible by the very oxistence of the proletariat . In other
words, productive forces are not definecble cutside of their xw lihk with the rglutlona
ghips of producticn, ‘
Thig is to sy thaet there doesn't exist an ‘autonomous! history of the productive forces
that srow in o lineor way peoessing from one social formaticn to the following. Such & .
theory of thée ‘'autonomy! of the preductive forcess lies ot the root of the revisionist .-
coanvtlon..whlch welve seen before, This conception in the lact analysis sees the
passase from capitelisp to sccialism in terms of gradusl evolution and wt in terms
of class ptruullu, this coneepbion does not succ ed in wnderstanding whe faét that
the ex1gt¢nc' of the proleteriat ropresents for tho history cf the productive forces
o qualitatively now stepping stone and thereforc con't explain why the. cantradiction
betweon relotionships of production and ruductlvc forees should produce a society
without classes when it has alweys gro&ucb n  gsoclety divided into clsses in the
past., That conception always postpones te a fax future , to the quentitative develop-
naent of the productive forcog, what in reality constitutes the central problen of '
proletarian struggle in overy ohase. the abolition of the division of oclcty into
classes, CCOMMURISM, :
hcco%dlnb to thh rov1°1on1bt conccptlon of the groducblvo forces, C;pltullst ok
® W by increasing the socdalisation of work RS I
€ cocirawExikEst Ry can lead to tn; autonatic and gradual overconlng
oi ltule rov1dod that sone cobstocles are removed X Thesc cbs stacles, ach.‘lnb to
the roat u;auuallut forms of revisionisn whicli don't even put into quest ion the '
exigtonce of the narket, are the judicisry ond pelitical superstructure of the state
according to thosge rﬂvplu+4f'ﬂry‘pouitidz‘ whe ven't totally overcone the rev151onlst
thecry of the droductive forces and yet identify in the narket and the crisis thab it
generates the historic limit to the dovelorment of the productive forces, these obstacles
are in fact the stotc and the nmarkot,  Consequently their predictiob of’ thg final
crisis of cupltalism is linked te the necessity nf the v1)ient overthrow of the state

SPETATUS ,

But buth these concepticns stop ot the g&tuo-op tub faptpry: thoy see & linmit to the .
developnent of the productive forces in the state and the market; they don't see 1t

in the TCluthnShlJu of producticn as they ”ﬁnlfubt themselves 1n91dc the factory, ;
The contradictiod between productive forces and relationships of ¢ ‘oduction becomes for
then o contradicticn between foctory and socicty ond not a contrﬁilctlan inside thc
factcry and in SDCluty The next step, even if not .o consclous one, is to deny the

the working clogs and the-)rol@tuxlat cry decisive role in the contradiction.

The roots of 1daallsm

This denial ig hlbtorlcally exprussbd ﬂnu'contlnugu to be -ﬁxprooﬂud ix by thoe separation
botween econcitic and politieal strugole, The firsdom coonomic strusgle is seen as the
daily nanifestation of  the untugonluL between workers and bosses starting  from their
place in the productivy process,but does't contain anything revolutionary, In other®
words what they define as pcono,lo struggic does not contain anything which expresses

the need and the possibility to OVLfOLﬂD the eopitalist mode of pro‘uction and the
division of society into classes olitieal strugelc, both in the parlanentarian and
gredualist version, and in “the. ILVulDthnuIy one, is seen as theenly one with whish

the working class and the vroletarlat trke wsmsxgzy.upon themsclves the historic task

to overthrow the capitalist @wode of produetion, bub they can't understand gtarting

from their daily expc clenes tand mubt be taught to than fron the Toutside!.

Sy
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We see then that in the revisionist concertion of the :roductive fsrces is rosted
another fundamental seciaration which, like the one between economic and olitical
is teotally absent in *Marx; the seraraticn between class consciousness and the
material conditicns of existence of the class; the seraratisn between the being and
the consciousncss; the denial that'jl:he ideas of mankind are the uroduct of its

its needs; in the last analysis the rejectizn of materialism, '

Hence, caly a concejtion which defines  the - roductive forces @mmk as the xpoodotxxk
- rcletariate and the antagonisms which comnteryse it to the cajitalist mode of
rroducticn in all its asiects, starting from the most elementary levels, allows us

te xedithre give class struggle back the role of main contradiction’(primary) and
allows us to avoid idealism which sejarates conscicusness fromm its material base.

We therefore icse the question in the following terms: do we have the possibility

to define the .roletariate, its class interests, its needs, its material condition, in
scientific and therefocre non-empyirical way? Do we have the possibility of defining

the »roletariate not with a list of needs which are identified casually but having as

a starting wvoint the way in which caiitalism determines the existence of them?

In other words is there a theory of the needs of the ;roletariate? Our answer is YES,
Ve think it is the heart of Marx's thought and can't be se.arated fram the way in
which Marx criticised the most evolute form of bourgeoise ideclogy in his time:

Political economy,

The labour theory »f value,

Political cconosmy presents the capitalist mode of production as an harmenic entity;,
i.e. caypable of finding its own equilibrium thriugh its own laws, or harmonizeable,
i, e, carable of finding that equilibrium through the external political pwer acting
apainst the tendencies of the market. Marx's critique excludes both (ossibility,
and presents the crisis, i.e. the tendency of the system to the distruxtion of thee
productive forces which it has created, as a2 permanent data of caypitalism,

The centre of this criticism lies in the yroof that :cat“vitalisrﬂ cannot find inside
itself, i,e, in the market, a 'way out'{ sbocca) to the value which the productive
force started by ca.italism has produced. This explanation leads us to Marx's
labour thecry of value, according to this theory the relationship acccrding toe which
rroducts aree exchanged on the market tends to coincide in cajitalism with the
relationshiy between the sccially necessary gime working time needed to jroduce
each of them., This rule is valid only in capitalism because in cajitalism human
labour is reduced to abstract labour, without any srecific content, and sc univer-
sally interchangeable, In other words capitalism allows the comjarison of products

«f different persons on the simryple basis of the quantity of their labour and not
on the quality., The process which creates forms of labour more and more abstract
and intercheangeable coincides both with what is commonly called capitalist develo-
pment( in Marxian terms called accumulation of capital),and with the process of pro-
letarianisation, which continues throughcut the history of cajitalism. The analysis
of this process is thus linked to the analysis of the develo:ment that work has
undergone in the course of time pushed by the conflictual fprces of class struggle

and the accumulaticn of caypital,

Its critics
It is inside the factcry and in its organisaticn that we must look for the root of

the #haxmyxxf labour theory of value; it is in the factory that the analysis of capi-
talism and its contradictions starts. All the theories that have rejected this theory

and those which have revised it substantially, have always shown a total lack of
interest for the factory and the orpanisation of work, or have taken them into
account but in a sejparate way tc an historidcal analysis of cajitalism and its crises,
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In the revisionist concertion the theory of value has been transformed inte a

a thecry of the relative irices and equilibrium, i.,e. of the harmoeny of the
system. For years the revisionists have tried to prove that the labour theory of
value could go together with a general theory of the equilibrium of the market,
They and the bourgeocise ecancmists have taken as their rresupposition what Marx
had always denied that capitalism could reach: an equilibfiurn founded on the

general 'evening out of the rate of vrofits’, which in capitalism is always a tendency
but never a reality,

The understending of the antagowden between a thecry of the equilibrium - i,e, the
harnony of the system - and the labour theery of maluc has lead many modern intelle-
ctuals to deny the validity of the latter. This furning point lies at the origin
of the subjeotivist reacticn both in USA and in Italy. The finishing point of these
positions is either an accentiriéc of status guc , or a utopian and petby bourgeoiss
cencedkion of socialism, which chiticises capitalism s tarting frowm a subjective
hierarchy of valucs rather than from an sadyxix objective analysis of class struggle
and the interests which it expresses.

COMUNISH

What sopt of general formulation sexms can we make of the nseds of the proletariat ,
on the basis of fhkexdx Marx®s labour theory of value?

Capitalism develors the prolmtariat ; and together with it, the need to get away from
relatibnshis with nature and the other humans which is determined oot by & series of
irpositions frows theloutsidel In fact the dovelopment which leads to a overwhelming
imorbtance of abstrpet labour in the relationships of »roduction impddss produces as
consequence the fact that the links mxowxwoehxxerkzex of all the members of the
proletariat with each other and the specific content of their labour, of their activity
of theit cxistence nresents itself as an irposition fronm the outside, as power of one
clags over the other, and not as an intrinsic neecssity as it used to haphen with

the nroductive classos dn the social formations Before capitalisn.

The fodlowing necd therefore imilies all the others: THE NEED TO I PPRCPRIATE

THE CON.ZXTIONS OF THEIR LABOUR AND ‘THEKEFORE OF THE WHO'TZ PRODUCT OF THAT LABOUR,
This is true becausc of the fact that in the separation of the proletariat from

its Droduct, lies the origin of the wrocess of the accwmlation pf capital which
prodlices the ceoncentration of all the wealth at one pole of gsociety and the poverty
at the other anl thus peretuates the cenditions of captalist exploitation and of
the division of socicty into classes.

TEE HE D TC ABOLISE TCGETHER WITH WAGE LABOULH, THE CONDITIONS WHICH ALLCW THE FACT
THAT LABCUR FOWCE IS A COMMODITY LIKE ALL THE PTHERS: I.E. THE MARKETs which will
happen only when the mensurem of social wealth will cease to be the working time

and will instedd coincide with the effective satisfaction of the needs. That will

be the day when we will put on the agends the motio written on the flags of the
vroletariat @ "fo cach according to his/her neels, from cach according to her/his

=z abllity,"




Today the. task of. the revolutionary Left is mete.than merely.to.set as a
_spur to the class movment, or 10 represent some of its manifestations,. It has
© to confront the question of the general 1eadership of the olass movement.,w

- QOMMUNISM IS TG BE FOUND . WITHIN THE -
STRUGGLE OF THE WORKING CLASS.
. Ve are Communists. MWarx said that Communism. is the real movement that gbol-

_ishes' the present order of things. It'is worth returning to’ this statement by
Marx, in order to examine its 'strateglo' nature;

In recent years we have seen this real movement growing, and we have worked
at its growth. We have been able to recognise the way-in which, step by -atep, the
working class has again re-appropriasted its -strategy, has put Communism on its
feet again, and has re-affirmed:its clags .autonomy.. - RS

It is here, in this real movement,. that the possibility for:developing the
party of -the. Communlst revolution is roetedi It .is in. this movement that we find
the possibility for the working class to Win baok in ‘more mature form Aits oun
theoretioal ‘and’ political history. '

. At the p01nt where ‘bad theory meets (and clashes) With this new phase of the
w-real movement, With its strategic: contents, it turns from being bad -theory ‘to.
being very bad. theory.. Correct - theory, on the other hand, -has found again the
connection with its essential life-force - with practice. -And in the fires of'
practice, correct theory has gone through transformations and -has taken on:life.
Marzism has shaken off the bookish encrustations and the degenerations of revision~
ism; and has once agdin become a dec1s1ve weapon in the war for the emaniopation
of the proletariat. ' :

'In the crisis of the monstrous system of imperialist domination of all time,
once again the gravedigger of this system emerges, stronger than ever before;
" more directly capablé of directly attacking the basic roots of the capitalist
organisation and division of’ 1abour, and more 1mmediately capable of unifying its
own forces.

Communism is ‘not a prerogative of ‘the party. "It exists within the struggle
of the masses, and the aim of that strugele is for emancipation, to triumph’ over
its sworn eneny, oapitalism - over capitalism's bourgeois laokeys, its State
and its national and 1nternational armed might.,

A BASIC ASPECT OF TACTICS NECESSITY OF THE PARTY.

’ In the party, the most conscious and disolplined members of the revolutionary
class unite their forces; they bring together, on the basis of correct theory,
the strategic lessons of class autonomy and of the autoromy of its mass vanguards;
and on the basis .of these, they orientate the fundamental. prooess of the formation
of proletarian unity, building on these mass vanguards. oo

“In ‘the party, the most conscious and disciplined members ‘of “the revolutionary
class build the general form of a tactics - in other words, they create a body of
general princ1ples, derived from practice and capable of orientating the proletariat
in the long march that leads finally to the seizure of power and ‘the destructlon
of the bourgeois State.. : : s e

Many comrades are asking themselves: "Do we have a 'tactios'"':“Dolwe have a
'strategy'?"

Without underestimating ‘our 1nsuffioienoies,rthe mistakes and shortcomings
of the revolutionary Left, we believe that we do. We have no intention of
wasting time on the trlvialities of th0se who define tactios as, the short-term
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and strategy as the long~term; nor those who deflne strategy as the "principles"
or the "maximum programme" and tactics az the pure :and simple evaluation of

present reality (in short, simple good sense). We say that the contents of .

workers' autonomy have a strategic character: the real mnegation of wage labour,
the uniflcatlon of the proletar1at under the leadershlp of, .the working eclass.

It is thle strateglc ‘character -of working class autonemy that the reformlets
and revisioniste are incapablé-and unwilling to recognise or ‘eXpress; it is -
this strategic character that guarantees the autonomy of the revolutlonary party _
as a Communist party. ST ‘

©- Tacties is either an arbitrary shifting ‘between emplrlcal ch01ces, or it is
the organic application of a correct relatmonehlp w1th etrategy - in other words,
organic application of a correct theory. :

THE GENERAL PROBLEM OF TACTICS,

Tactics is the intermediste point between the process of unlflcatlon of the
proletariat and the angry and many—formed reactlon of the ruling. class., . - .

We maintain that, at the heart of the question of tacties, lies the question
of the relationsh1p between class. autdnomy and magorlty organleatlon of the class,:

The process of -the unification-of the proleterlat has - to develop’ not only
through overcoming the diversity of material and ideological conditions impoeed
by the bourge01eie on the varigus. sections of the proletariat; it also-has to
develop: through the magorlty role of an organlsatlon of the proletarlat (1n Ttaly .
this meens. the Communist Party) which is the overall. outcome of .many different
factors,,which is the 'outcome.of the very dlvlsions of the class, and which has ..
to pose. the neture of general organisatlon. S ey e et

" This maJorlty organisation - hegemonised, in the parties and the Unions
by the Communist-Party - is stratégically opposed’ to communism, to ‘the "real
movement that abolishes the present order of things": in other words, is opposed
to workars‘ autonomy. . T T TNV, B :

The p051tion of thie megorlty orgenlsation ie baslcally bourgeoes - waverlng
and shifting from & line that is petty<bourgeois to a 11ne which increasingly .
with' tlme becomee that of the big bourgetisgise. . v&-

However, ouy, understandlng of the nature of this orgenlsatlon would be def—
icient if we did 1iét add that, in the final event, 'its ‘cholces are related o
the necessity of maintaining 1tl irifluence over the’ working class- thls lS the_
precondition of its strength and its authorlty. L * ~ ‘

It 1is this specific contradiction Whlch permlts, and makes it 1mperative
for the revolutionary party to develop. a richness .of.:tactics.and.to. bridge.~- or-
at-least try to bridge - the.gap between its own mlnorlty presence and the necees—
ity of leaderehlp of the class movement. '

This is the reeponelblllty that the revolutionary party must measure up to -
the general leadership of the class movement. Only thus can it strengthen itself
in real ways and avoid being = mere administrator of a perlpheral area of con-
sensus,' Only thus cdn it-avoid rushing in greedily to ‘take ‘over' the ‘areas’ (and
the slogans{ abandoned in. the continuous retreats and backtrackings of the

revisionists and reformists. .

‘It is completely 1mprobable that the maaorlty of the proleteriat will
suddenly emerge from the ranks of the Communlst Party 1nto the ranks of the,
revolutionary partyi. ’ A

This is unlikely to happen because the revigionist machine is relatively
sciid (of course, this is tricky, since theéir strength is obviously 1inked to .
the political strength of the Italian working® ¢lass, ‘a strength which is 1nc0m—'
parably greater than in any:other capitalist country). Also, because of the
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prolonged nature of the capitalist and imperislist crisis, which slters any
notion ‘6f & 'sudden- collapse of politicel and ‘gocial stability, ‘of the broad
masses sufidenly changing polltical ellegience, of a repid development of
insurreotion lod by the revolutionary perty

o 'ovm EXPERIENCES IN THE RECENT PERIOD.

" The: ‘teating point of H11 ‘¥ifs ~ is already past history.‘ We are not
referring only the Chile- (where, hOWever, these problems were revealed with
erystal clarity). ~

: " We are: referring to 'the’ frequent, direct, lived experience of all of us
during these’ paat years, in among ‘the’ dissolutions " the political mistakes
and the:painful rebuildings; thosé who see the explosion of workers' sutomomy
in 1969 merely as a sharpening of the wage struggle have been proved to be
blind and deaf to the reality of that experience - with all the inevitsble
tactical opportunism that thie entails.. :

‘S0, what has happened, in our experience? We hsve'seen how, in 1969470

the working'class, through its mass vanguards, launched a frontal attack on
-the organisation of the factory, and clashed radically with the ‘old majority

organisations of the workinz olass when they- atepped forvward’ saying that -

‘workers' . autonomy would reoede anﬂ become ‘again a cog within capitalist
"development.

From then on, a8 the capitalist mechine has become increasingly incepeble
of normal functioning,. the CP.and the Unions: have been striving to-recover.
the working class. But they have had to pay a high priecs - ie, they had to
accept & generalisation of the struggles, of the forms of struggle, of the

- modes ~of organisstion of: workers’ autonomy, from the’ bigger factories to the
_ smeller, from - the "key"- areas to the "backward” areas.;:_ »

‘In. turn, the working class, in its own way, was aware thet its struggle
was g01ng to be long.: The mass movement was -beginning to.win back a-sense.
of “tactics", seeking to - generelise the struggle where it was possible to
do'.so (which was not within the organisation of the political-groups,-
in the substitutes for "mass organisations" that they presumed to fabrioate)
while all the time preserving its own sutonomy. In the drive towards union-

‘isation in. 1971, in the drive towdrds theé  impressive mass mobilisation behind

the CP in. the Sprlng of '1972, we should see not & relapse’ of the class ‘move-

ment into revisionism, but the overflowing ‘of a class tension which, without

abdicating ita -own-autonomy (as the struggles showed), ‘séught and found the
opportunity te unite itself, in order to field a generel strength R
against fascism-: and agalnat the cri31s._'

It was only in this period (thanks to the strength of the 1essone of the
mass struggle) that we really thought and learned a lot about "tactics", =
process which then became the orgsnic basis for decisions about our political
line, ranging from the question of nmass organisatioh '
to the question of the government etc,

Now, as in the past we have- preserved the capacity to criticise errors

of schematic Judgement - errors which risk to cost us dearly.’ In particular

we are aware of the danger of separating the fundamental affirmestion of the
strategic nature of workers' autonomy (from which we were born) from its
tactical articulstion.. _ B T

A NEW POSSIBILITY FOR CONWRONTING AN OLD PROBLEM

The concept of tactice, and of the - principles on. which this ooncept iSto be
based’ 1is not’ something that has been handed down to us. by the. traditions of

‘revolutionary thinkers, as.a complete heritage (as nany comradee who choose

to oall themselves Leninists would have us believe).
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.. Ynat is "tacties"? It is the way in which.we think it is possible to
. win theimajority of “the proletariat to & revolutionary .. .. .leadership.

" This is"a compk tely general preliminary definition, but it is nonetheless
necessary. Not only are there many people who pose the problem of the conquest
of the majority of the proletariatonly in words; bub there are also.still
~some who confidently proclaim that the revolution is the.product of a minority,

‘ that the question. of the majority is the hobby-horse of opportunists and
social demderats, and that this had aliays been'so. - T .
. .. .1t is worth recalling that this "theory" is not. new.. On the contrary,
;,_thig'“thabrY"'is.cld;ﬁand,it‘ﬁould;héve'us'takeganialarming step backwards,
not only es regards’ our own experience, but. also as regards: the heritage of
" lessons that have been passed down to us from the historical experience of
. the revolutionary.movement, e P
In 1917, in Russia, in the.colrsé of =z violent and decelerdted social
crisis - the imperialist war, the fall of Tsarism,.famine - the small Bolshevik
. Party succeeded within.the space of a few months - even.a few:weeks ~ in
. winning the leadership of the majority of the proletariat and the peasantry,
_gud gqc6eeded_in,Winnihgfpowér."Withiﬁ»%he'ébllapse-brought:abput,by”the
imperielist ¢risis, a few months, were enough to-complete a journey, which in
other eircumstances would tske years. The new International,. the new:Communist
Parties, formed themselves under the banner of this first vietorious revol-

coution, and, :if their ‘structures and their tacties, assumed a rapid spread

~0f the revolution by insurrectionary means into Burdpe, aided by:the crisis
. and .the collapse of imperialism. S
. ..Just 2 years-later, in 1921, the Ttalian Gommunist-Party had barely been
bornt, "and in the 3rd Congress of the International there was a discussion
that is worth recalling. Lenin was speaking, and this was the theme to which
-he kept returning: "The movement Yas not been as linear in fts development
as we.expegted”..."The international:revolution has not been &s ‘Iinear as we
thought! etc. It was this .awarensss, . this lessen in realism, 'that led "the
-..3rd Congress of the Communist-International to-Yegin & revision of questions
~of tactiesg". o o 0 et R S s
" "Here the conditiong are set fbrAaJShifﬁ;:in.fﬁll-awareness of the basic

r

‘_piohlemsfd?gtactics‘-.évenjiﬁ;Lenin’s subsequent .fate.and the.fates .of class

. struggle inithefMESﬁ}wof“fhe.Sgtigfrrsvolﬁmion and of -the-International will

" 'not be such as to resolve them.organically. But nevertheless, already at

that' time these problems were posed, and..one cennot help admiring the great—
ness with which Lenin questions a political schema. (that same "schema" in
which some Leninists would like to embalm him) by comparing it with the
lessons of redlity.- Powpoe T Rl B T

. . As Lenin said: "Anyone who doss not understand that in Furope (where
=lmost 211 the WOrkerskarglorganised),we,mua;,uin-over the mpjority .of the
working class - such & person is lost to the communist movement, and will
never understand anything.” But there were still those "ingenious" comrades,
- those- "pure" revolutionaries who-thought they knew everything,: and who wanted
the.theses 1o be.altered and the:word "mejority" Temdved. Lenin was implacables
"The.peasants,"” he said, "we re won over by us not in & matter of days - as
I-had mistaekenly expected - but withih & few 'weeks, -~ Show me in Western
Furope 2 country in which we could win over the najority of the proletariat

in a few weeks!" And he insisted: "Can you even begin to think-that.you, in
the West, have similar“coﬁditibné?“”lt*s“riﬁiéulbugﬁvm”And'hé”éﬁﬁléfﬂé&: "When
the.revolution is already sufficiently prepared....the concept of "mass"
‘alters, inasmuch as with this word we mean the majority' of all the expleited,
~and not-merely the majority of the workers; any different interpretation

would be inadmissible for a revolutionary." "An abgolite majority is not
always necessary, but in order to be victorious we need not only the majority
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of the: working class, but also the majority of the exploited people and the
rural workers." .And sgain:. "The more the proletariat of a capitalistically

.developed country is organised, the greater. the seriousness that history demands

‘of us in.the preparation of. the revolution, all the more baglcal;y,hgst_ﬁéfr;
prepare to win.over. the majority of the workimg elass." And he also explained
what "winning over the majority" means for revolutionaries: L
... "Our principal task is to win over the majority of the proletariat: The
winning over of the majority is certainly not understood by us in a formal sense,
as it is urdepgtood by ‘the philistine Don Quizote "democrats” of the 2% Inter-
national,. When, in July 1921, the whole of the proletariat - the reformist '
proletarist within the Unions’ and the ‘centrist proletariat of Serrati - followed
the. commuinists. sgainst the fascists in Rohe, this was the winming over.of the
majority of the working clasg by we." .~~~ ... . . L
"W& are still a long, long way from:the decisive winning-over; this was
only & partial winning-over, momentary, local. But it was the winning over: of
the majority.” Such a winning over is jpossible.even when. the majority-of the -
proletariat formally follows bourgeois leaders, or leaders who carry mt
=qhbou1geois;policies_(like,all the leaders of the Znd International and of . the
"2} International), or when the majority of the proletariat is wavering. This

process of winning over proceeds cortinuously, in all sorts of ways,. all over

the world. Let us prepare it more solidly and moré accurately, let us not miss

& single serious occasion in which the bourgeoisie. forces the proletariat to .

rise up in order to struggle; let us learn and determine exactly the moments '

in which the messes of the proletariat gannot avoid rising up together with us.”
150, in 1921, faced "with the “"pegigtance”: of Western capitalism = B resist-

“ance:made up of blood and starvation ~ faced with the "resistance™ of amoclsal:

democracy and its Unions, Lenin posed powerfully the problem of revision. of tactics,

and indicated the basic elements of the problem: the characteristics of the

~ capitalist ‘crisis and the political weight of the reformist organisations; and

against then he measured the fundamental task of the "winning over" of the majority.

What a lesson for the comrades - and there still are some} - who.are again
posing an impetient disdain for the "winning over of the nmajority”, and who stiress

the role of ‘the minority, blind to theéir own obstinate minoritarianism. .

To win'.over the majority to revoiution - this is ‘the problem of*tactiesal.
And, let us repeat, it is & problem which the revolutionary movement and its.
history have handed down to us., In the East, in "backward" Asia, this problem
was resolved in the great experience of the Chinese Revolution, in the Long
Revolution. . In the West it has had to follow a tortuous path: sometimes it has
been diverted, and has lost its way, disappearing underground like a strean,
only to reappear again in the full light of day, with all its strength, when
the start of a new and profound crisis of the system of imperialist domination
finds common meeting place/coincides with a new initiative of the masses. It
is then - and we have seen and lived it - that revolutionary militants and the
workers' vanguards snatch the slogan "winning over of the majority" from the
hands of those who hed reduced it to a means for pacifist and electoral
competition with the bourgeoisi:; and it is then that they snatch the bhanner
of the party from the ranks of elcctoral mass parties of the Rightwing revis-
ionists and the sectarian and conspiratorial "cadre parties" of the Leftwing
revision iata, detached from the masses,

Here, then, we see that the problem of tactics has re--acquired its secure
foundation - workers' autonomy, the resl movement that identifies communism with
the abolition of the present order of things. The problem of tactics can now
be seen in tha terms that it needs in order to make progress: the nature of the
imperielist crisis, and its form; the nature and the role of the revisioniast
workers' movement. The crisis that wo are living through looks likely to be a
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1ong—term erisis, different from the imperial cr191s of 50 years ago' it l
" therefore precludes the sudden collapse of the capitalist regime and a sudden

reversal of the power relations within the ‘masses, as between the revolutionary
minority and the majority organisations of the. revisionigts and reformists.

The problem of tactics,. and we must spell it out, is to win aver the najority

to revolution within this very specific cr131s.

: At the general level, we orientate our tactics in relation to the problem
of eatablishing majority leadership of the.proletariat, based on an analysis
of the contradictions it contsins. .In.the final event, these are reduced to
- the contradiction between a bourgeois. leadership, and . its need to maintain
representation of the class movement. When the anti-oapitalist autonony of .
the working class is relatively weak, this contradiotion is dominated by the
revisionist organisations; but as the crisis grows and ocapitalism has less and
less apace to absorb workers®' autonomy, the more autonomy grows, the more
explosive this contradiction becomes. Hévisionism does not change its spots,
but conceals its nature as the servant of two bosses -~ both equally demanding

LS
L]

;- In this 81tuation, what 1s the correot revolutlonary tactic° It. is certainly
not the tactic of following revisionism, ideclogicelly, in its bankruptey,
with the intention of becoming executors of its last will and testament. No,
the correct tactic is to strengthen the autonomy of the movement. to be within
its struggles and its organisations, and to work from the base upwards towarﬂs

~. winning revolutionary leadership; to reduce the space for revisionism to use .

these struggles in the bosses' interssts; to increase the contradistions with
'the national and internaticnal rejuirements of the capitalist Restoration;

and to use the contradictory relationship between the revisionist organisations
and the nasses as a means towards general and united actlon of the- masses.“~~

It is through the offocts of these contradictlons that our actiqn, ‘the |
action of the revolutionary Left, succeed in arcusing the actions of prolgtarian
masses that are enormcusly more nimerous than those tens and hundreds of
"thonsands of proletar;ans that we 1nf1uenﬂe dlrect y,

Our own strengthening as a party, our own direct recruitment, -We 8ee
antirely within this "majoritarian" conception of the class struggle, this
majoritarian way of seeing the needs and conscicusness and the actions of ‘
millions and tens of millionz 5f people : :

"B LBJFy

24,2.75.
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ON INTERNATIONALISM - SUMMARY OF GONRESS THESIS

Lotta Continua feel that internationalism is a fundamental strategic part of
_elassg etrﬁggle‘- and becomes more important as capital extends and develops.

‘They analyze the flrst three ‘Internationals qnd criticise them. In partlcular,
theYeriticise the Z2nd International for its 'fheory of productive forces' which
created the idea of a seperation between polltlce/economlcs, party/trade union,
maximum demands/mlnlmum ‘demands - and as a result concerned itself only with
a small organised part of the proletariat (those at thé point. of productlon)

In addition, the driticise it for its mechanical idez that the possibility of
revolution depended. on the 'inevitahle' c¢risis of capitalism.~- and that its. day
to day tactics became defensive and economletlc, W1th an _emphasis on parllament
to legitimise the wirksrs' ‘economic gainsi

They recognise the contribution of the ?rd International in 'seizing the time!

and creating the party which was necessary.to make the revolution when. conditions

were .;ripe for insurrection. However they criticise the 3rd Internaticnal model

for. 1) The incorrect idea that conditions throughout Europe were, homogeneous
and developlng at the same pace at the time of the Russian Revoluticn.

2) The resulting idea that there was & single tactic.throughout Burope
for revelution - und that this could be centrally directed by the
single organlsatlon of the %rd International.

j})The ideas they retained. from the 2nd International of ‘the 5p11t between
politics and eccnomics, and the resulting dlstlnctlon between defens1ve
‘ec¢ononic battles and polltical propaganda.

4)The way this procees developed so taht the jrd Internatlonal became
,ultlmately a tool for the,‘defence of the USSR' and -an . 1nstrument of
talln 5 forgign policy. L o R y o

They pay no attent10n_~to the 4th‘1ntepnatienal.

CONDITIONS FOR A NEW INTERNATIONALISM

IC says that the conditions that gave rise to the 3rd International's
concept of revolution no longer exist. In fact the 3rd Int. is now getting
in the way with reformist tactics as the crisis gets under way..This crisis
is a 'prolonged’ crisis and the revclutionary development of the working
class is no longer mechanically tied to the devélopment of capital, but
expresses itself more autunomously in opposition to this process.

They maintain that the main development of the revolutionary forces takes

place in a national context. They use the Chinese and Vietnamese revolutions

as examples of struggles which developed in a unique way - what distinguishes
the latter in aprticular was its ability to mobilise international forces around
the international contradictions set up by the revolution.

UNITY BETWEEN REVOLUTIONARY FORCES

However all this doesn't mean that there should not be international practice
and mutual help between revolutionary groups - this becomes more important
as the enemy gets more aggressive. This particularly applies to Europe and




the Mediterranean - a zone of great contradictions. In particular, the ‘
ereation of an international -immigrant workforce in Eurcpe by the bosses
as a 'safety vdlve' - a single market situation for the sale ‘of labour |
rewer - has created the means by which the idea and experiencé of auton@mous .

working class strugele can be carried throughout Eérops. .

NOTES ON _DISCUSSION OF THESIS AT CONGRESS

1. The discussion reflected the fact that the thesis was 'strong' on criticism
of past models of ‘internaticnals' but weak on a precise program for building
international cooperation today.

2 Reflectirig their analysis that the main development of revolutionaty forces
will take place in a national context, the usefulness of international contacts
seem to be judged at present by LC by how they-¢an aid the Italian situationg.
So more emphasis was placed on links with Spain, Portugal, MIR since their
experience is very similar to the Italian one - both in their strategic
situations, and in the internal situations in these countries - strong
reformist forces (CP), _strength of fascism, question of armed forces and

. preponerance of immigrant workers. '

3 The organisation was criticisedfor its relative lack of practical work
around the contradicticons of emigrant workers -~ but again this seemed to be
Judged more in terms of the Ttalian situation than in terms of a n 'inter-
national' practice.

L It was stressed that the prolonged crisis was increasing the homogeneity
between different European countries. But it was not up to IC to exist in
other countries but to make links with the appropriate groups. One comrade
sald that the importance of linking up with other revolutienary forces must be
measured by the extent to which they were developing and -expressing the
politics of working class autonomy. o

5 It was suggested that the 2 things to debate with foreign groups was tactigs
and strategy (which points of unity in éombatting the crisis). This would
involve in particular a discussion aroubd how: the bosses are using’ the crisis
to restructure and how the working class are resisting.

In an internatiomal discussion which took place at the congress (involving
Spain/Portugal/France/Germany/Hbllgnﬁ/G;Bg),anﬁ in contributions invited to
the assembly - the choice of speskers was largely determined by IC's
pricrities (see para 2 ) reparding those in. similar, situations.




FONTHE NAGPIYER

THY NEWSPAPER 'LOTTA CONTINUA' LND ITS ROLE IN ORGANISATION

(This is a summary of notes taken during a congress workshop abuut the newspaper.
Much of the discussion was very specific so I've tried to draw out the general
points )

"The shortcomings of the paper reflect the shortcomings of the organisation®
Lotta Continua comrade

At the time of the congress IC had a four page newspaper produced centrally in
Rome and distributed throughout the country 6 days a week. It had a centralised
editordaal comuittee of about 6 pecple based in Rome who had been working on the
paper for about 5 or 6 years solid. Contributions to the pager from all parts of
Italy arrive daily by means of n machine which basically types out phone calls.
The editing and decisions about content are carried out almost exclusively

by the editorial committee and national executive.

PROBLEMS OF CENTRAL ORGANISATION

It was generally agreed that there was a continuous problem in the organisation.
@ weak unrepresentative centre which was 'out of touch' leads to mistakes and
deficiencies in mass work at the base. But by drawing experienced 'in touch'
cadres from varicus bramches to the centre means tha the branches lose their
leadership. And since the strength of the org. depends on contacts with the masses
both in the bragched and at the centre there were big problems - particularly
expressed from the South and smaller places where the oramanisation wasn't very
large or strong. At the present time, sreas in the North are in general

better organised than in the South. iAlsoc different areas have different needs
which aren't always reflected in the centre.

THE NEWSPAPER

The tworoles of the paper are 1 for the masses to read and express themselves,

and 2 to exiress the general political direction of the roganisation. These two
roles often confligt. Many comrades complained that many political artigles

were too 'heavy' for the mass readership; and that too small a proportion of the
paper was given to expression of the mass struggle. Altho' IC could express

itself to the masses, it was difficult for the masses to talk to the masses through
the paper, especially in expressing their different situations to each other.

It was felt that the general line needed to be expressed through the selection
of local itums. At present a lot of local news was excluded on the grounds that
it was too specific. In general a problem of space and proportion.

It was proposed that the paper should edpand to 6 pages. That more comrades be
brough; onto the editcrial committee. That the distribution system be impreved
and expapnded to increase sales from 18000 to 25000. That routine in selling

should be combatted, and that the way the paper was written should be improved.




WORKSHQOP N WOMEN

A
Four THié BEFORT THE NCTES TAKEN 8Y RBCTH Br
WOMEN DELEGATES WEKE UsgD ™ AN ATTEMPT
TO GIVE THE FULLEST ACCOUNT PoSSIBLE

GF THE DiscyssiIioN _ : -

When we arrived a woman comrade from the ROﬁé HWomen's Commission was.
finishing. the introduction to the discussion (she had been talking about -
the history of women's struggle in Italy...)}: ‘ “ :

Capitalism is trying to use women in a,particdlaf‘ﬁév in the crisis be=-
cause of their ° . aditional passivity and ideology. They are brira sacked’
from hundreds of small. factories which are those hit first by the crisis

and in the family they have to 'make do' as the attack on living stand-

ards intensifies. Part of the brsses' attack is the reduction in public
spending which means even worse social services - it is a direct attack

on the female labour force. But the attempt by the bourgeoisie to use.
women and the family in a reactionary way during the Divorce Referendum
Campaign backfired ‘completely. 'Women are on the move again and we have

to reassess the role of women in the struggles in factories and schools. =
In schools women are in the worst position both as students and as teachers.
Then we must recognise that women are the most important force in the
community as they aré showing in housing struggles etc. We must look at
places like Haples and see the pariicular role plaved by women in the
General Strike (1) in order to understand where they fit into the workers'
programme and the organisation, : '

The strugale of women also includes the contradictions hetween men and
women because of the level of violence exercised by the bourgeoisie -
against women through this. We have to look at the stand taken bv
women in the 'Autoriduzionc! Campaign (2) when men wanted it to be run
through the trade unions (becaduse men are more influenced bv revis;onism
in the factory) and women were tending to want to stop paving the bills
altogether. Look at the march hv women here in Rome. (3) The CP front
organisation for women (Unione Ai Donne Italiane - UDI) has gone far
heyond the bureaucracy of the party. Scme women from the Lotta Continua
‘Women's Commissions have actually joined the UDI because it is a forum
for pushing forward our politics,. - : ‘ '

Finally, the duestion of abhortion is without a doubt the most important
aspect of women's struggle rnow..: ~ must be part of the bhattle when
the abortion law is being read in rarliament {4). ) :

1} the General Strike of February (73 (we believe) where there was a
big demo in ¥aples with a large participation by women... (?)

2) see "Italy, October ‘74" ' :

3) see PNS - Wo.81

4) a bill similar to the one which has been passed in Rfance has had
its first reading but may take years before it is voted on by
Parliament... : :




HOMAN COMRADE FROM THE TURIT WOMEN '--S COMMISSION
(She began with criticisms of the °“rd International and talking abont

women's rols in politics in China...Couldn't follow what she was saving
well enough to make notes.) S '

‘Jomen are essential in the question of winning over the majority. ‘e

want to invelve the majority of proletarian women and it's not a problem
of alliances. With regard to Falchera (%) in Turin: women fin equality
with men out in the streets. ‘fomen are more involved in community
struggles. They know more people in the community and they are the
vanguard. e haven't wnrked around women in the factories - we have

only seen the spontaneous fights of women and can't jump to identify

these with workers' autonomv - how they react to 2mions for example. In
Turin the Area Committee (&) ignored the importance of women's self-
organisation. After winning the fight for housing the women were left
with the problems of nurseries and schools etc. and no way to rasolve

them bhecause there was no organisation. The women didn’t grow nolitically.
By specialising, women were isolated from the general political movement., "
From the point of view of the home their outlook on the community was
left unchanmed. ‘e have to regard the technical problems of women with
kids. This discussion is only begianing to happen within Lotta Continua.

Up to now we have worked only with alreadv organised workers...
We must loock at two things with regard to women:

PIRST: Women in relation to workers' autonomy.

Jorkers' autonomy doesn't include certain contradictions which attack

women like the crisis in traditional values which is a cultural thing.

The working class has undergone a culteral revolution inside the factory
with regard to the work ethic, hierarchv etc. but hasn't in the family.
Je must challenge these hourgeoise values. Jonen are being proletarianised
verv quickly because thev are being cast out of the labour market and

their joh of maintaining family living standards is getting even toudhgr,
SECOID: The problem of uniting women MOT just on femminist obiectives.

There's a. similarity hetween women's struggles which shows how women =
struggle and the urgent need to bring out clear oixjectives. Challenqging
the nuclear family is very important hecause community struggle is the
main outlet for women's mnst advanced strugales. Very little has been
done around small factories where women work and there isn't anv-analvsis
of how women struggle against restructuring, rationalisation, lay-offs etc.
and women's partucnlar family probiems and their effect.™ This has held
back women's full potential revolutionary role in strugTles. '

* on how they struggle.

5} a large housing occupation in Turin -~ see "Italy, October '74"
6) Area Committeés were originally set up by the trade unions to

co-ordinate strugqgles between different factories but thev have’
expanded to include all struggles in an area including schools,
housing ete. All left parties and groups take part in these comm-
ittees which exist throughout the country.




Next a working class woman who has taken nart, with her family, in the
hou51nq occupations in Magliana, (2 district in Rome) spoke. Her husband
is a bulldlnq worker and they both used to be in the CP before deciding
to join LE durlng their: involvemont 1n the housing struggle.:

,In Maqllana it.was the men who took over the houses and then moved the
women in. 'Of course we had to take over guarding the houses after that
because our men had to go to work but it was men who taught us in the
first place how to struggle and explained why we had to do it. (ed.
note: at this point there were signs: of embarassment and anovment among
the comrades in the workshop). Of course men understand that we have
the proklems of house and kids but you c> 't expect them to suddenly say
“'we can leave the kids and go to meetings. It happens gradually as we
learn together. Men recognise ¥ow important our role is but they had to
glve us the flrst push to hecome the vanguards. ..

JOMAN COMRADE FROM THE MILA{ WOMET'S COMMISSION

The condition of women isn't defined by men or by culture. Women's role
isn't sectorial hut comwrehen51ve because women: experience ALL the other
contradictions of society as well as those of being women. There have
been many good women's struggles hut they haven't been able to create
revolutiowarv organisation and programmes - women alone can't hegemonise
the proletariat. We mustn'r os’v:struﬁgle* but -also to gain political
consciousness. Our objective isn't "liberation" to the outside labour
market - we want the total liberation of the whole worklnq class.

uapltallst sanictv effects all social structures and the most basic one
is the familv. Je demand wages for housework because this creates a
structure for all women, because all women work in the home. The CP
women's organisation (UDI) does contact the mass of women but it has
limited goals. Without women you can make a revolution but you can't
have communism (this is also an 1nternal problem for LC).

"ilan is asking for the Hational Commlttee to present documents for dis-
cussion towards the eventual analvsis on women. The national Women's
Commission should be restricted to women comrades only because any analvsis
of women should be the result of the li‘eration of women comrades within-
the organisation. ¥Women must be autonomous to decide their own goals and
when we realize what the mass of women want we must be reaﬂy to go out and
fight with a complete political programme.

Our work around schools is particularly important with regard to women.’
Women going to school has a2 certain "liberating® effect in that it gets
them out of the family and gives them a broader outlook. Selection (7)
effects men and women differently. For example if parents have to decide
whether a son or daughter should continue his/her education, they decide.
that the daughter should be the one to leave school . "?omen who 'do go
on to university are advised to study the humanities. Certain kinds of
schools are only for women (secretarial colleges, teachers training for .
primary and elementary schonl teachers) and lead to low paid jobs. All
lower levels of teaching are for wopen becanuse it's "natural" for women
to be with ¥ids. The economic boom education for the masses - includiﬁg
women - but no jobs. For women this. means housework. ‘Jomen are a
reserve labour force - small factories, teaching, offices, services,
outwork - they have precarious or part-time iohs with no trade union
organisation. : :

Lotta Continua must alwavs take women into account because they are the
numerical majority of the population but it's not good enough just to

add what women went to the list of objectives in the workers' programme.
ﬂomen must become protagonists of struggles for thcse ohJectlves because

7} S=l=ction is the process. of steamlng/breamlng students 1nto different
levels and types of schools. For w/c studernits this is often determined

* for social serv1ces ‘ ‘ hv,the,economlc situation at home.

** meant : ‘ '




of their role in capitalist society. The struggi~ of organised women in.
factories must be united with chat of unorganised women in the home. e
‘don't have a classless onalysis in favonur of femminism, but we c=a't
ignore that all women have an ideological handicap.

We put the following nropcsal to our Provincial Congresss:

_ Housework must be waged because it is productive work andtmust be recog-
_.nised as such. There is ‘bviously a contradiction hetween the objective
..and how tq'start‘an'intervention around- it. '

- The number of women.in the organisation must grow along with their rep-
resentation in all structures. This reans working with nroletarian
women must be a. priority for Lotta Continua. '

e don't want parallel structures like fepminist groups are trying to
throw up bhecause women nust he part of the comprehensive revolutionary
structures.

JOMAT, COMRADE (not sure where from)
A national #omen's Commission Isn't SO important right now. Discussion
. at a local level and also our work with sympathisers is more important
‘because our line on women must come ot t of our practice at bhase level.
_When there is mass intervention on women at a national level then we can
‘discuss a general line. ‘fe must campaign around abortion as a way of
discussing the general conditicn ofwomen in societw.

.~ We also need to understand better how +o intervene on women students.
Homen are the majority aumerically in LC and we must begin to express

a qualitative presence. This doesn 't mean telling male factory workers
that their programme rc: inelude creches or something., It means opening
up the debate on wages for nrusework. . Chviously women as the rest of the
proletariat are being effected more.and more by the workers' programme
T we must begin talking about how women confront the crisis and what
the new aspects of women's struggle Aare. .. S

OMAN. COMREDE FROMROME

There h Asn't beern any mention of the fact that the contradiction isn't
hetween men and women but between hourgeoisie and proletariat. “omen's
role is conditioned by society which also conditions them in the organ-
jsatiom. As a revolutionary organisation we must define our tasks for
changing this. -In-a period of crisis womer's abilitv to-overturn her:
role is verv powerful. ' ' " ‘

Tn Rome women in the working class ‘are a central question now. Because
Rome isn't an industrial city mest women are at home but in small factory
~struggzles that are geing on women are fighting hard to keep their jobs.
These struggles express women ' s growing class consciousness and their
‘se~rch for organisation. LC women comrades nad to ise new ways of inter-
vening - different meeting times and different kinds of meetings - hut

. once this.waS’realised{~womén wnrkers became very active. Homen who
“know about the housing”struggles have hequn - apnroaching us looking for
organisation. In some iplaces they ro.to the CF because_ it's the only
alternative. ‘lomen comrades must battle within LC for our own time

and ability to organise just as women outside LC nmust. .

JOMAN COMPRADE FROM MILAN | ‘_
The organisation must be enriched by:thé experiences of women's struggles.

The contents of workers' struggles are challenging society and women's
role in the workplace 1is part of this - exploitation and ideology. Ae

naed a general strategy for women s Liberation.

A




¥ho is the vanguard of women - women factory workers or housewives2-
This is the wrong way of posing the question. It sees women only in
relation to production. In ¥ilan we're divided on-this.point. We. -
-cant find a specific vanguard right now. ‘Jomen woerkers in factories

fight workplace struggles hut still their fundamental contradiction is
the hom®., They bring other contents (husband, kids, food etec...} to
their struggles at work and are just as ovnen to the question of women's
condition as full-time housewives are. ¥omen Factory Council delegates:
have put forward demands for ~reches for example, Around lay-offs we
should be saying that women worksrs must fight for increased social
services and say "10 to I see three position: 1) those who

say wages for housework is the cerrect femminist okjective, 2) those

who say .the wages for housework is correct hut. it's not possible to
‘struggle for it now, 3} those who are against wages for housework because
it perpetuates a tinditicnal division of labour and is abstract because
not all housewives ---<athe same situatiocn. L S

SOLDIER (a comrade who is serving his okligatory military and is active
in the Proletari in Divisa orgunisation - Proletarians in
Uniform)

Je've discussed: the cuesticn of wemen in my barracks and talked'about‘the
factory: struggles of women and the work which was done in the referendum
campaign’ in our arez. IR : ' L

Women were always the moct militant in the factory fights but during the
referendun campaign we had to work with £all-time housewives as well.
Women have a_mgre tctal view of society, able to identify the bosses and
feel the role of the worling class. ‘lomen are trying to defend what

jobs they have outside the home, osccupy houses and still have to look afte:
hushands and kids.. Jomen 2re the majority of the proletariat and they've
made great leaps in ccnszicusness recently. T personally think that
certain comrades who are doctors should lzave leadership position in the
organisation and go into the community to work around health with women
and kids. : - . ' : : ' ‘

We never talk enough about women's role in the resistence during the last
wor war. We don't tolk about women's history. Y .ro are many women '
comrades in prison tou but we alwavs talk more ahout the men, We must
discuss how men and women relete within the organisation hecause we are
an example of what we beleive and we have to make the organisation open
to the masses by having open relations. Discussion on this point is
very uneven at present but it's emerging from hag: level - not comiag
down from the top. ’ | - ' o

In the Army men do women's jobs and we know what hard work it is to do -
housework. Thea we can't visit our girlfriends hecause of rigid family .
controls etc. This organisation must tahe up th= thread of women ' s :
struggles .and work around women's role in the pcwty and - in” societymust be
priority. The famnily musin't stop women from organising.- ‘“ho the fuck
cleaned this hall up last night when the meetings broke up. then? WOIEN.
e have to breask down these divisionc of labour.. It's essential that

our organisation gives women the maximum space +0 develop ‘as part of ‘the
expression .of the proletariat. As soldiers who have to clean and cook

we know how much our women comrades are repressed. Yomen working in the
fields and the factories are still slave - going out to work doesn't :
emancipate women. .. (got confused and sat down) . '

A1 COMRADE FROi LATTHA

The problem is nor men vs. women. It is how to unite the class. JTn the
crisis who will respond to the bosseés? * Separating men and women ~An e

a threat (women could be ﬁsed'as‘SdabSY.‘,In'é'féctd:ylgtrggqle;(mixed
workforce) we were involved in, ‘the women took the lead because they had
more problems. ‘They were more’

radical in fighting agaihst the scabs




.. and police and thev made their men help them o1 the picket lines on

‘the week-ends. e can't resove the ideological problems but we can

' resolve the problem of unity. Wages for housework is anti-working class.
It would mean that women worildn 't have to confront the problem of
restructuring. Yomen must fight for more social services so they can

go out to work and uaite with men. ‘ : -

" "JOMAN COMRADE

We dan't just lock for women's nhijectives hut muast see what role women
have in the struggle and how they exXpress it. e shouldn't look for
jidenlogical differences but for material ones. “Wages for housework is
interclassist; we don't want to add objectives for women to workers'
programme but to find the women's nbiectives alreadv contained within it.
The present process of restructuring is an attack on t+he class. The
response of the working class devends on what we bring out. The possibil-
ity of ‘discussing women's liberation already exists in the workers'
programme. I'm not saying that work frees peoonle but that workers'
experience in the factory makes them stronqg.

MAN CO:!RADE FROFM ROME

I work at the telephone exchange. There are few full-time workers
there with long-term contracts. Mostly vyoung people and women work
" there and they work part-time on a short-term contract basis (precarious)
‘There is therefore a high turnover among the telephonists (women) -
a1l the more secure, hetter-paid jobs are done by men (engineers etc).
There is no trade union and has been little political activity among
the voung people and women because of their precarious position. Dur-
ing a recent strike (ed note: apparently the first in a very long time)
the 'stable' workers had to man the picket line so that the others
could qet off by saying "they won't let us in". The strike lost and
the men learned that there is a2 nzed to find wavs to link up with the
women WOXKers...

- JOMAN COMRADE FROM MILAY

“Jomen accent others as bheing on an equal level with them so they don't
accept divisive pav rises. Thevy are more ooen to fight for general
objectives whereas men only fight for themselvés. Wages for housework
is the workers' programme because it lLiberates women from the home.
HJorkers are asking for a guaranteed income. The bosses “ouldn't be

s0 eagre to send women home from the factories if women had wages for
housework., Wages for housework is for full-time proletarian house-
wiveg (not for middle class women) and for those who are being pushed
out of the labour market. Inside Lotta Continua women should be priv-
iledged becanse they have families and housework .and unless they are
helped they will not mature politically.

WOMEN COMRADE FROM CATANIA

Tnside Lotta Continua we need a political line on women SO that women
_can grow politically and draw more proletarian women into the organ-
isation, Women who work in the nrganisation have sacrificed having
k'ids because those who have ¥ids have to stop working in the organ-
isation. It's important to recognise that women can be leaders too.

In a laundry we intervene in there are 100 women workers and 20 men
workers. 6C women got sacked and the trade union made a big show of
trying to do something but really it was useless 2o most of the women
won 't have anvthing more to do with the trade union. The trade union
just selects some women who are militant and makes them feel special
and they end up being isolated. As soon as - women become active in
non-union struggles in the community many more women took an interest.
The woimen fight against lay-offs harder than men hecause their jobs
are an escape from the isolation of the home and give them a chance to
organise. We don't. ignore the differences between women and men but
it's wrong to speak of 'women as women'. Women plavy a part in workers'




autonomy”aﬁd'ifen+ifyAwith the workers' programme already.

WOMAT GO U FROM PALERMO

I move that we vote on creating a national Wcmen S Commi5510ﬁ - exclusive
of men- to co-ordinate discussion, newspaper articles and education
about women as well as 1ntervent10ns with women. {ed note- no vote was .
taken) T Ny _

MAN COMR/DE FRO TURIN

I work at Philips. %omen are line workers and men do the moinskilled
jobs. Women used to express workers autonomy by a high rate of absen-
teeism but ho that the crisis is intensifying they are struqqllng more
actively. The big problem is husbands who won't let ‘their wives go on
the picket lines. The bosses analvsed the problem of women  long hefore
us and they are putting it to use. I'm against the- Women's Commission.
being closed to men becaise we can't set up this kind of division within
the organlsatlon when we ! re trying to create unlty. .

MAX COMRADE FROM PORTO MARGHERA (factory worker)

We must look at how women are involved in communltv and factory struggles.
Wages for housework is revolutionary because it is the motor for the

unification of the pro]etarlat t is revisionist to see the factory .
as th: mainarena of women's struggle and say women must go-out to be
exploited on the labour market. Women*in Lotta Continua are used for the

donkevy work. We Have to be more communist.

Jomen 's present situation serves the bosses well. It maintains the
basis of the capitalist system - women are doing productive work as well
as being ideological 'v productive. Women are the vrotagonists of the
struggle to change the family. There can he a precise, Marxist analysis
of this just as with teachers for example. " Relationships hetween men

and women aren't abstractly secondary hut are at the heart of the. problem.
There must he a wage for the person who does housewark, Homen could then
gain political maturity and go out to look for work if they want. This
is very important as a gaol. '

The role of women is Lotta Continua is passive. They are rarely the

protagonists of the political line ~f the organisation. They need

‘autonomy to develop their line. They are the majority of militants and

the minority of the leadership at every level. Students: struggle

agarnst economic selection - Workerss struggle for a guaranteed wage:
wamen:, struggle for wages for housework,

WOMAN COMRADE FROM TRE’\ITO

Wages for housework can't only be looked at as an economic ‘demand.
‘Women are subordinate to their husbands and they have a right to live
too.  ~.a. need an ideological and cultural revolution in the heads of

all comrades. .Often as the husband hecomes politically active it puts
more strain.on the women but at the same time her consciousness is
grow ine This contradlctlon must be resolved in the struggle.

HOMAN COMRADE FROM.

dages £for housework ignores the social dlfferences between women. Thr
problems of not enocugh money, kids, school and medical. service etc.
remain unsolved by it. Women must fight for these things which will
reduce housework and liberate them for outside work. I disagree w1th
the comrade from Magliana - the way I see it, because the men there
were militant the women got stuck at home doing all the housework.
HJomen must participate in community struggles and as they grow polit-
ically they will challenge their men.

* and stidconts




. factories, in agriculture, doing outwork and the UDI is present in these

'~ from the local Women's Commissionz and the deleqgates could discuss the

WOMAY COMRADE ¥FROIM PISA

It's necessary to be in the UDI. The mass of women work” in small

situations. " It has anti-capitalist demands but doesn't completely
hegemonize the class and organises only in 'small explosive situations
with limited objectives. Our aim is to unite these situations. The .
UDI is a contradiction for the CP khecause the mass of women Lrird@
contents of their problems to it and force it to fight for them even
when it goes against the CP's line. omen's maior contradiction isn't

housework but their relation to capitalist structures, - T
- . ’ : S A O D S . .

_At this point the workshop broke up because time tad run out. The
same woman who introduced the workshop gave the report-back on it at
_the plenary session:in +he afternoon. The main points of her summary

were that women militants within the organisation push for their needs
inside the organisation so that all comrades take their problems. ser-
iouslv. That with regard :o wages for housework - women don'‘t need
to go out onte the labour market -0 be liberated, they already do
nroductive work and we must lock for wavs of uniting women in struggle
Fut we cant approach the question in an shstract and interclassist wav.
_ Homen must fight for political growth and organisation and only when
they start fighting wiisl men. be <aorced to consider them as equals.

She ended by saying that although the UDI 15-a”bureaucratic-institution
women have pushed it to ficht in their interest and it is a mass organ-

isation of women which must be taken seriouslv and finall, abortion is
one of the biggest struggies for women at present and LC must be |
-active around the abortion canpaign -all over the country. ’

There was no thesis on women nresented at the Conaress. This was because
LC hasn't got encugh exnerience of consciously organising with prolet-
arian women and tharefore no agreed upon perspectives.and,analysis on
women. That's why it was decided just to hold a workshoo where women

"question of women" anAd. some basic points could be drawn out,

During the plenary session on the next to the last dav a statement was
made from the platform ragarding organising with women Aand the setting
up of a national Women's. Commission (it came as part of the discussion
and decisions regarding structures of the party and the statutes). The
General Secretary of the party announced that there will be a national

Women's Commissinn to coordinate discussion and education on women. in

the organisation, write newspaper articles ‘and coordinate interventions
with women etc. (I don'‘t ¥now if it will be oopen to men...ed.note).

The point was made that women, while bheing a majority of rank and file
‘militants are a minority in tha leadership throughout the organisation
and only made up abour % of the delegates present .at the Congress
(although there were many women working om the various teams to co-
ordinate food,. accomodation, visiters, Dress and propaganda etec. outside
the. conference rooms). . Because the revolution will he made by the
majority of the nroletariat and the party must;work,towaIBS"the unificatio
of the proletariat and women are half of the proletariat, organising

with women must be a priority of the party. .
' Because LC is a working class party, the majority of its leadership at
all levels must be workers and bhecause women are 50% of the proletariat

~and women as housewives have the same relationship to the proletariat as
workers do, women must be 50% oﬁ_the_leadership.at'all-levels. '




sryr STRUSCLE CONTINUESE

-

Lotta Continua didn't come to these decisions purely from ideological
or moralistic reasons but because of their analvsis which says that the
present economic crisis is a prolonged crisis which capital is trying
to utilise to restructure itself. As the crisis Adevelops and the class
struggle intensifies a process of inification of the proletariat is
going on and ultimately it will be the majority of the proletariat that
will make the revolution (not a 'minority’ vanguard) .

The need to make conscious organising with proletarian women a priority
of the organisation was encountered very concretelv by militants during
the campaign around the Divorce feferendum last vear. The Christian
Democratic Party gets 85% of women's votes in Italy and the overwhelming
vote in favour of retaining divorce showed that women had recognised
their enemy in the DC and were rejccting its attempt to use women and
the family as a reactionary force.

In trying to work with women in factories, offices and schools as well
as full-time housewives militants had to confront the political an
organisational shortcomings of LC with regard to women. It was out of
this experience that the first Yomen's Commissions were set up bv
experienced women militants in LC who had heen pushing the debate
around the question of women within the orgajrisation and mass work with
women for vears.

Since last vear the “Jomen's Commissions have been involved in trving to
develop perspectives for mass work with women and an analvsis of women's
struggles - against restructuring and lay-offs in the work place,

for housing and social servieces in the communitvy and around women at
school hot™ as students and as teachers - as well as tryving to raise

the consciousness of their male comrades ahonut women's role in society
and their own needs and rroblems as women militants and the question of
how it will be possitle to hring more proletarian women into the
organisation.

Making a national “‘omen's Commission one of the party structures is
a recognition hy the entire orcanisation of the need to give women the
space within the organisation to develop as cadres and leaders and to
take initiatives in developing the theorv and mass practice of the party
particularly with regard to women as well as generallv.




