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INTRODUCTION

The Communist Party of Ireland has consistently
placed itself in a rearguard position, fighting at every
stage of the development of Irish society to prevent the
society from abandoning ideals which it was outgrowing.

The outgrowing of these ideals is regularly decried as
betrayal and sell-out. The effect of this ideology has

been to shackle the small section of the Irish working
class that fell under communist influence to the reactimary
and unrealisable ideals of national self-sufficiency,
'national’ unification and defence of the small producer.
Basically, however the Communist Party of Ireland (CPI)

has been powerless to 'retard social development. Realising -
its impotence the CPI has sought alliances in strange
quarters. These have included the republican movement

and the most reactionary sections of the Catholic Church.

Cornelius Lucey, bishop of Cork, was lavishly praised
for his staunch defence of the small farmer as backbone of
the country and the church. But Lucey felt no need of the
CPI and ignored the delights of Christian-Marxist dialogue.
Main stream republicanism remained equally oblivious to the
prospects of communist support. Representative republicans
were more likely than not to be actively hostile to communism.

But even Job was rewarded for his patience and eventually
the CPI too received its reward. The disasters of the '56-'61
border campaign and the growing antipathy of Southern society
found Republicanism in a weak enough state to be susceptible to
CPI influence. Though this influence helped to tide republican-
ism over the difficult years of the '60s, it was unable to
survive the re-emergence of republicanism as a real social and
political force. The Provisional-Official split saw mainstreanm
republicanism again go its own way leaving only a remnant under
CPI influence - though a remnant far more substantial than any
previously influenced by the CPI. Even this section is now
in danger of defecting from the path marked out by the CPI and
the CPI is fighting tooth and nail to prevent the defection.

. Unlike the CPI, the British and Irish Communist
Organisation (B§ICO) has never made any attempts to
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infiltrate the républican movement and has always been

- politicallylostile to republicans of every hue. However,

its attempts at dealing realistically with contemporary
politics and at outlining the real history of the Irish
national conflict have had the effect of detaching many
honest republicans from republicanism. It seems that.they.
have also had an effect on a faction within the Official Sinn
Fein leadership largely uncontaminated with pol%t@cal
honesty. This faction has realised the untenab1§1ty of’
traditional republican beliefs in present day Irish society,
even with the 'left' veneer provided by the CPI. To give
some semblance of political content to the organisation§} shell
that they lead they have attempted in The Irish Indu§trlal
Revolution to graft on to their mystified republicanism a
very oyant and very crude version ef the view of Irish
history first put forward by the B&ICO in 1969.

Not, mind you, that this leadership facti?n, who are
largely a self-opinionated lot, would ever admit to_§uch a
thing; but the CP1 from its vantage point in the %egzon of
the rearguard can see clearly that the pass is being sold
once again:

"The document, marking as it does a radical break
with republicanism, has been welcomed strongly in the two-
nattonist eamp, particularly by the B&ICO."

(Which Way for Socialism, p.l1.)

This, of course, is over- reaction, (readers can judge
the extent of the "strong welcome” from the reviews in the
Irish Communist), but one which is justified in the circum-
stances. Sim Fein's "Research Seciion' may well find that
they have opened a Pandora’s Box and could well find them-
selves without the bureaucratic  cupacity to keep the
re-examination they have begun within the desired limits. //
It is to prevent such a possibility that the (%I h%s tiken
such a strong stand in oppositicn to the "new lineki To
date it appears to have been largely su:ces§ful in its
opposition. The "new-liners” have been unable tc honeitiy
answer the very relevant questions put to them by the CPI,

"The Irish people have a right to know whether or not
Sinn Fein favour EEC mcmbership, whether or not they still
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"favour national reunaficataon whether or not we have
meaningful zndbpendbnce in the South."
(Wthh Way for Soc1a115m, p.6.) :

While Slnn Feln appears to be retalnlng a very general
commitment to their economic "plan, the economic "history"
which led up to it has for all practlcal purposes been
shelved. Whether this process is complete or not is
1mp0551ble to say as any debate so far hds been limited
to various. factlons w1th1n the party hlerarchy all of whom
assume an inert rank _and-file incapable of comprehending
_the sort of public debate which the B§ICO, for instance,
indulge in, The CPI, however, must be accorded at least'a
partial v1ctory In the past it has been singularly un-
;uccessful in stemming the pragmatism of southern society.
That it has gained at least a moral victory against the
new line Sinn Feiners is a measure of their political
bankruptcy and of the extent to which their flirtation with
political realism was a mere craving for a better electoral
image. ‘For the CPI, however, victory in this phoney war can
be but poor recompense for their failure to prevent the
growing rejection by southern society in general of republic-
anism with all its works, pomps and outmoded ideas.

Distasteful though it may be for CPl supporters
experiencing what may well be their first political victory,
it is necessary to present a broader historical view of
communism in Ireland and of the overall failure of CPI
strategy. This pamphlet, (first published as an article
in the Irish Communist, May 1975, provides the necessary
background against which to judge the CPI in its petty
triumphs and its major defeats.

BRITISH AND IRISH
COMMINIST ORGANISATION

OCTOBER 1977.

COMMUNISM 1IN IRELAND

The Communist Party of Ireland has recently pub-
t1ished an Outline History of itself. The communist
movement has always felt that, whatever shortcomings it
might have, its understanding of history was beyond compare:
historical materialism was the core of Marxism, and only
through Marxism was an objective and comprehensive under-
standing of the history of society possible. It is there-
fore curious that bourgeois democrats and many vaguely de-
fined categories of socialism (of the kind that are so
widely diffused in the British labour movement) make the
contrary assumption - that the Communist movement, which
is acknowledged to have many strong points, is inherently
incapable of coping with real history; and that what it
calls history is a constantly shifting mythology about
the past which is designed to support the party line at
any given moment. The CPI's Outline History certainly
lends credence to the bourgeois view.

The B§ICO is ten years old this year. It emerged
from a small bu¢ vigorous movement of Irish socialists of
all sorts and descriptions that occurred in London in the
early '60s. This movement had two immediate political
sources: the fiasco of the IRA campaign against Ulster,
which was launched in 1956 and petered out in 1961; and
the shake-up which the Sino-Soviet dispute (1962) gave
to a communist movement which had been disorientated by the
Khrushchev leadership's attack on Stalin in 1956. And it
had a general social base in the movement in Southern
Irish society that set in with the bankruptcy of protect-
ionism in the late '50s.

In this conglomeration from which the B&ICO developed,
every conceivable variety of anti-capitalist politics was
represnted: ranging from anarchist to fascist, and including
Stalinist, Khrushchevite, social-democrat and Trotskyist -
with an eccentric police agent’ thrown in for good measure.

This strange grouping came about in the folloWJng
manner: many who had rallied to the Republican cause in
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1956 had become disillusioned with Republicanism, (largely
because of its ineffectiveness to realise its aims, rather
than because of its aims), and on the rebound looked towards
communism, (the Republican leadership being in the vanguard
of the campaign against communism).

Others had rebelled against Catholic social power in
Ireland, (and against Republicanism because it was saturated
with Catholicism), and looked to communism because the church
had denounced it as atheistic. The people in this
category could not have survived in Southern Ireland as it
then was, and had therefore passed out through the national
safety valve of emigration. In Britain they had encounter-
ed Irish workers of the previous generation who had got in-
volved in the British Communist Party before the 20th
Congress, and who had come into conflict with the Party
over issues connected with Khrushchevism, and also in
connection with the ballot-rigging organised the by CP
leadership in the Electrical Trades Union (ETU). (They
had tried to force the Party executive to curb the corrupt
practices of party members on the union executive, and had
thereby made themselves very unpopular with the Party leader-
ship, which was intent on remg?géfﬁ formally ignorant of
what was going on. The ballo S %ventually dealt with by
the law courts and the Party influence in the union was
destoyed.) :

Militant atheism, abstract revolutionism and experience
in industrial struggle were thus brought to interact with
one another in this political grouping. In terms of organ-
ised political groups particular organisations came and
went, accompanied by fierce ideological disputes, (from
which relief was often found by brawling), without breaking
up the broader political conglomerate.

The stimulus to more positive political development was
provided by the mblic dispute which broke out between the
Russian and Chinese parties. 1t had been widely known for
many years that there were great differences on fundamental
questions, but a formal facade of unity had been maintained
by means of ambiguous and obscurantist formulations. But
when the dispute became public it was felt that it would
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necessarily lead to a great clarification of basic issues,
and would stir the communist movement out of the doldrums
in which it was stagnating.

In 1963 some brandes of the British CP declared against
the equivocation and opportunism of the party bureaucracy,
and were expelled. They formed themselves into the
Committee to Defeat Revisionism, for Commmnist Unity, (CDRCU),
and called on all who supported revolutionary Commuriism to
rally around. The aforementioned Irish grouping rallied ar-
ound the CDRCU. The CDRCU was highly suspicious of this
stange combination of elements that presented itself. It
was attracted by the fact that it was infinitely more working
class in composition than the CDRCU itself, but was repelled
by the habit which these otherwise excellent preletarians had
of speculating freely about all things under the sun. So,
as a compromise, it shunted them into an Irish front
organisation, which woud operate under the hegemony of
the CDRCU, and whose members could be called upon as the
occasion arose to provide a militant proletarian aspect to
the CDRCU, but for whose sayings the CDRCU did not have to
take full responsibility.

While the CDRCU ran out of steam within a year, its
Irish front organisation survived, and from it :derive the B&ICO
and various sects of Irish Trotskyism. It split on these
lines in 1965.

It is a remarkable fact that an account of the develop-
ment of the B§ICO and of the various trotskyist groups in
Ireland could be written without one mention of the Communist
Party of Ireland, (or of the two parties, divided by the
partition, which wit was in those days: the Irish Workers'
Party and the Communist Party of Norhern Ireland). In
Britain, the trotskyist and New Left groups all derive from
conflicts within the CPGB, and all bear distinctive birth-
marks signifying their crigin. But the B§ICO does not derive
at all from the CPI, and only very marginally from the
"Connolly Association, (a front organisation of the CPGR).
These bodies have sometimes dismissively referred to it as a
"splinter group™ from themselves. But their claim to
rarentage is totally groundless. It would be more accurate
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to see the B&ICO as a wayward offspring of the wind and
the sea than as a splinter group of the CPI. It was a new
development out of Irish society, influenced in a purely
cultural way, (that is, without organisational connection),
by the dispute between the Russian and Chinese CPs, but
uninfluenced by the remnant of the local Communist organ-
isation set up in the thirties.

There is a line of social-democratic criticism of the
Communist International which, while by-and-large supporting
the Bolshevik revolution as an internal development in
Russian society, holds that it distorted the development
of working class poiitics in the more developed capitalist
countries by forcing the development of Communist Parties in
them through active organisational interference. (Such,
in fact, was the basis of Rosa Luxembourg's opposition to the
formation of the Comintern in 1918). The argument runs that
the parties formed under the immediate impact of the Bolshev-
ik revolution, and directly organised by the EC of the

Cominern, were premature, were not viable political formations,

and would always remain dependent for their politics on the
Comidern Executive - which meant the Russian party, since it
was the only party in the Comintern that was fully oper-
ational in a real political situation. And the Comintern
Executive no matter how able it was, no matter how adequately
its gensral line reflected general circumstances, could not
give concrete pclitical ileadership to parties in a couple
of dozen different societies. The local parties were there-
fqre left repeating dogmas, and exercising fragmented
agitational}organisation skills, learned from Moscow, without
being able to cope with the live politics of the societies

in which they operated. The working class movement was
therefore weakened by the forced division between social
democrat and communist while the communist tendency was still
incapable of effectively struggling for power.

That argument must be gone intc more thoroughly another
time. It is sufficient here to recognise that there is an
element of truth in it, and that that element of truth is
very relevant tc the case i question - the CPI. lLenin
forced the establishment of the Comintern in the expect-
ation of an immediate and general revolutionary turmoil in

2
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Europe which would reduce the political differences between
the various national situations to matters of secondary_lmp-
ortance in practical politics. The Comintern was con§e1ved
of as an international, or at least a Eu?opean Communist
Party to lead a general European rev91ut19nary struggle. If
the general European revolutionary situation had occurred the
Comintern may or may not have been able to cope.w1th it:
there was, in any case, nothing else on Fhe horizon which had
the remotest possibility of coping with it. .But the general
breakdown of the capitalist order in Euope dld.not occur at
the end of the war. Within a couple of years it became

clear that capitalism was in for another innings - and thgre
were more states in Europe than there had been in 1914, with
a complex pditical situation in each of ?hem. Stalin recog-
nised that in such circumstances the Comln?ern could not
operate as originally conceived, and that it would have to be
a much looser federation of parties than was assumed at its

foundation.

But the independence of a political party.is not
something that can be accorded to it from outside itself,
or established by constitutional forms. Nor, for that. .
matter, can political independence be withheld by co?sFltutlon—
al forms. The Bolsheviks became an independent pollplcal
body in fact almost ten years before’they.became'sg in form.
And other political bodies have remained in cond}tlons of
dependence while being formally independegt.' This has been
the case with the Communist parties in Britain and Ireland.
They have alwys been dogmatic, sectarian, an@ @ependent
on Moscow: and the less adequae Moscow's politics became
to their circumstances, the more pronounced these character-
istics became.

The foregoing statement should be understood as an
observation rather than as a denunciation. Dogmatism, ‘
sectarianism, and unquestioning dependence on.Moscqw may in
certain circumstances be the only conditions 1n.wh1ch a
body of Communists can exist. In Russia a working class
party took state power and governed a society th?m:lgh a
period of spectacular industiral, cultural-and military ach-
ievement. Under the direct and immediate influence of the
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Russian revolution, and under the organising influence of
the Bolshevik party, groups of workers in a great many coun-
tries declared themselves to be communists and organised
communist parties. For such parties the Bolshevik revolut-
ion and the Soviet state were the only dependable realities,

FOREIGN GOODS

James Connolly was very concerned to refute the
suggestion that Marxism was in any sense a foreign import to
Ireland, and the CPI has had the same concern. Hence the
attempt to find Irish antecedents for Marxism in the Fenian
movement, or Young Ireland, or the United Irishmen, or even
in the resistance of Gaelic society to the development of
civilisation since the time of the Roman Empire. These
attempts to ground Marxism in Irish social history led to
absurd ideological concoctions, and to a degrading of the
essential conceptions of Marxism.

Why was it necessary to resort to such means to refute
the suggestions that Marxism was a foreign import?

Precisely because in a very real sense it was a foreign import.

Consider the predicament of Connolly. He was certainly
among the most advanced Marxists in the Brtish Isles, but in
Ireland he was a very isolated figure. Extremes of freakish
developments do occur. An individual can develp in response
to social conditions existing in some other part of the earth,
but which scarcely exist at all in the society in which he
lives, with the result that he will be a completely isolated
individual. But it is usually the case that individual
development reflects a social movement in the society in which
the individual lives, so that the complete isolation of the
individual does not result.

Connolly did not in fact develop as an individual freak.
He was born and bred in Britain, and his political develop-
ment took place in a situation of advanced class conflict
between capitaliand labour in Britain. On the basis of an
attachment to irish national sentiment he came to Ireland and
attempted to operate his socialist politics there. In Britain
he may have been more politically advanced than many of his
associates but he was not different in kind from then.

10

In America, too, he could operate as an indvidual in a
movement. But in Ireland there awas no movement of the
kind in which he developed in Britain an@ in which he-
functioned in America. In the Irish Soc1a11§t Republican
party (ISRP) he had a small handful of associates, pot one
of whom he could deal with as a political equal. H1§ own
political development did not reflect a development in the
society in which he chose to operate.

Marxism, in the person of James Connolly, came to
Ireland from overseas in a very literal sense, an@ as a
result it encountered a very profound kind.of polltlca¥
isolation. Connolly remained isolated politically until he
merged into the Catholic nationalist moyement after 1914,

In his efforts to break down his isolation he developed what
must strictly speaking be called a mytholdgy‘about the
antecedents of Marxism in Irish history. This mythology_
helped to retard the development of coherent glgss politics.
when his writings became an influence on the fringe of the
nationalist movement after his death.

Connolly was an enterprising Marxist politician in a
situation in which there was no Marxist-movement.. When a
Marxist movement did develop it inherited the po}ltlcgl_
confusion that Connolly had developed, but not hlS.Splrlt
of political enterprise, and its political conceptions were
utterly dogmatic. The last thing thgt Connolly was, was a
dogmatist. He was perhaps a right-wing opportun%st - in-
dicating that he had a strong bent towards functional
politics.

THE FIRST FURMATTON AND DISSOLUTION OF IHE CPI

The Communist Party was formed out of the defunct
Socialist Party in 1921 and was dissolved by thg‘Comlqtern
in 1924 on the simple grounds that itwas nqtcapable ?t
existing. Larkin, (whose development, Iige Connolly's
resulted from the class struggle in Britain), returned to
Ireland in 1923. He had been in America since 1914 and had
taken part in the formation of the Americaq CP. The Com-
intern suggested that the members of the dissolved CPI
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should join Larkin's "Irish Worker" League. But Larkin
allowed very little existence to the IWL. He regarded
himself as the only real force in working class politics

in Ireland, and treated the IWL as an instrument to: serve
him when he needed it and to stay quiet when he didn't.
Du?ing the twenties Larkin was regarded by the Comintern as
being representative of whatever potential for a Communist
movement existed in Ireland, and he was given a place on the
Comintern Executive. (His flamboyant statement that he had
become on of the twenty five rulers of the earth is quoted
in a distinct tone of disapproval, in the CPI's Outline ,
HlStOZX. The statement, or course, was extravagantly
unreal}stic, but it was not completely out of joint with
thg §p1rit of the time, and it indicated a certain robust
spirit of enterprise which has been entirely absent from
the CPI for the last forty years.)

THE SECOND FORMATION AND DISSOLUTION OF THE (PI

In 1928 twelve members of the IWL were selected for a
long course of political training at the Lenin School in
Moscow. ‘According to the Outline, only four of them
completed the course. They returned in 1930 as the cadre
force around which a new CP was to be built. The prepara-
tory work for the formation of the party was done over two
years, Fhrough the formation of Revolutionary Workers'
Groups in many parts of the country, and the publication of
a substantial weekly newspaper, the Irish Workers' Voice.
These were years of political turmoil in the South. They
were the years when Fianna Fail was bidding for power against
the Cosgave, or Free State, government.

The~coming to power of Fianna Fail in 1932 was, in a
certain sense, a revolutionary event. Though it did not
involve a change in the social system it did bring a new
class to power in that ' system. 1932 saw the coming to power
of wat Lenin referred to as "the last capitalist clgss" -
thoggh they are often quaintly refirred to by nationalist
socialists as "the men of no property” - the peasants who
had evolved into farmers. When the Belfast cotton capitalist
Henry Joy McCracken, made his celebrated remark in 1798 ’
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about relying on the men of no property to carry through

the revolution, the catholic peasantry were a rack-rented
tenantry made socially helpless by their Gaelic heritage.

In the course of the 19th century they overcame that heritage,
developed into a cohesive class, made the landlords redundant,
emerged in the 1920s as the predominant social power in the
South and in 1932 assumed direct government control. The
social evolution which McCracken and his associates tried

to precipitate in the 1790s came to fruition a century and

a half later. The earlier capitalist developments in the
South had been based on the landlord class, or on the
commercial/professional class. The final development of
capitalism had a sounder basis among the "men of no

property”.

McCracken would have been profoundly satisfied by this
development, (insofar as property relations were concerned).
But what had it to do with socialism? It brought the pre-
capitalist reserves of the countryside into the mainstream
of capitalist development, and thereby created the conditions
in which a capitalist/labour conflict would in the future
emerge as the central social conflict. That is all that it
had to do with socialism.

The CPI was launched at the moment when the bourgeois
revolution was reaching its culmination: when the last, the
most influential, and the most socially powerful form of
bourgeois property was achieving political dominance. The
cadre force of the party had been carefully trained in
Moscow, and intelligent preparations had been made for the
launching of the party. It was launched early in 1933, Eight
years later it dissolved itself in the South. For a second
time it proved to be incapable of mere survival.. Its uost
prominent leaders had deserted it - James Larkin junior,
(Larkin's son), the leading graduate of the Lenin school
retreated to trade union affairs and gravitated towards soc-
jal democracy (if the Irish Labour Party can be dignified
by that title); Roddy Connolly, (Connolly's son), joined the
Labour Party and is still active in it; Brian O'Neill, edit-
o of the Irish Workers' Voice, went into the service of
De Valera's press empire; Michael McInerney, the main
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propagandist of the party, found rich pasture in the

Irish Times - a would-be liberal remnant of the Anglo-Irish
ascendancy.

IS IT EASY TO CHANGE SIDES?

The Outline comments: "The skill, training and
education offered by the CPI for advancing the working
class was and is an easy asset to divert into serving the
ruling class, given, of course, a certain amownt of time
to allow for the elasticity of the troubled conseience.”
(p.3). That, in fact,is an accurate observation insofar as
it concerns the CPI. But it is not the case that Communist
political understanding and &1l effectively developed
within a concrete political situation is an easy asset to
divert into the service of the bourgeoisie. The leaders of
the CPI who went into the service of the bourgeoisie had
learned various organising techniques, and very abstract
political conceptions that never acquired flesh and blood,

never became functional in real political conflict in Irish
society.

Marx or Lenin might easily have carved out great
careers for themselves in bourgeois politics instead of
in Communist politics. A flirtation with Communism, or an
acquaintance with it in abstract form, woud have helped
them in such careers. But after they had engaged in real
and effective Communist politics it certainly would not have

been easy for them to switch over and apply their skills in
bourgeois politics.

It might be said that Kautsky sold out to bourgeois
politics after a long and effective contribution to working
class politics. But it would be more accurate to say that
Kautsky failed to develop working class politics effectively
during the crisis in German politics after 1914, and that

his ineffective politics contributed to the survival of
capitalism.

Brian 0'Neill and Michael McInerney sold out in a much
less complicated sense. They became leading journalists and
aitors in the press of a vigorous and self-confident
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bourgeoisie which wanted no truck whatsoeve? with §oc1al-
ism of even the most accommodating opportunist varlety.

iopment of an effective and functional' o

olitztz g;v;nypkind will tend to create among the ?nd1v1d—
pals jnvolved in it skills and reflexes that.are quite
zpecific to it, an inertia or mqmegtgm that is qulti. ulak
specific to it. Where leading individuals of a parf1§

party find it easy to transfer to, agd make succiss 2 %
careers in, the politics of an opposing class, the gegert_
must lie in the character of the politics they areThe ert-
ing as much as in their own personal.characters.'so nas
desertion of the leaders of the CPI in thg late N ti s gad
as much about the nature of the p011t1c§ in whic . eylities
been engaged for ten years as about their personal qua .

Of the original leaders of the Pgrty, on}y Sean Murr?gos
remained with it through thick and thlp:_and in the;lzt:h
he left Dublin, which had been thg political centre o e
party. The remnant of the ParFy in the South becaget;
dogmatic sect of an esoteric kind. Onm the.entry 3 e -
Soviet Union into the war it was formally dissolved as a party.

A HEN SITTING ON GLUGGERS

To say that the CPI remnant became a dogmatic sect is
not necessarily to condemn it. It may well_be that, ;n .
certain circumstances, a particular yorld view may on yf gn_
capable of being preserved in dogmatic fo?m by a §ec§ of 1
itiates which does not attempt to engage 1n Po}ltlca .
activity. It is probable that commgnlst'pol?tlcs.was no
viable in Southern Ireland in the s1§uat10n 1mm§d%atily re-
sulting from the rise to general social angﬂpolltlc; .
dominance of the former "men of'na.pgoperty .. If that wa-
so, then the germ of communist golztlcs could only'b?tpre
served in dogmatic form by a fairly close sect.oft%n1 -“
jates. In time the general development of cap1t§11sm.r: ‘o
sulting from the success of the }and war would g1vedr1: .
a new class conflict between capxtgl and labo?r, an Pt?n
the sect could open out and forge its dogmas into politics.

The trouble was that this particular sect was preserv-
ing a false dogma. It did preserve the most abstract con-d
ceptions of Marxism in dogmatic form, but it also preserve
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in dogmatic form an essentially false conception of the
society in which it existed, and an essentially false’
political strategy. :

The Qutline quotes Sean Murray's speech introducing the
Party Manifesto to the inaugural conference in 1933:
"The national struggle is the prime question with which we
are faced in Ireland...The communists alone can really
s0lve the partition question.” And that idea is what doomed
the sect to political Sterility ,when circumstan

in which it might have exercised a Very progressive and
extensive political influence.

It had been made a sect ly the successful accomplish-
ment of a deeply rooted bourgeois revolution: and it
castrated itself by including within its dogmas, as its
guiding strategic principle, the idealistic conceptions of
a fringe of the bourgeois revolution.

The substance of the burgeois revolution of the
"men of no property” was accomplished by the coming to
power of Fianna Fail. The bulk of the society was content
with the Fianna Fail achievement. A fringe group treasured
the fantasy elemens in the movement, (and no revolutionary
movement is without its fantasy element), above the sub-
stantial achievement of the movement; and the weak inci-
pient communist movement identified itself with this fringe,
and declared the fantasy of the bourgeois nationalist
movement to be the starting point of the socialist movement.
Therefore, when a state of affairs'developed in which the

ionalist revolution. - Instead of being the Cultural and

iti ' : Ss in developing com-
pPrehensive class conflict within>the'nation, it was a tail-
end of-nationalism inhibiting comprehensive clas
iation and helping to divert potential
into the lost Causes of aationalism.

s different-
socialist militancy

r
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A CRUTCH FOR SINN FEIN

By 1960 the old nationalism had reachethhe iﬁ: gimizzt
ituation was ripe for scotching
e o due opi ialist movement as the focal
i and developing a socialis .
Of';:,of all popular militancy. But what the CPI rezg:grian
POlthe South did, in an effort to break out of iﬁs 3'scouraged
ie > lease of life to the di
i ion, was to offer a new ease . ‘ rage
152;:;i of Republicanism by combining nat;onali;m g?g social
i tituted to e .
i And so the new world was pros uted . o
;:Zéying nationalist passions were kepz ailve E{ 2h§1;§§:§25
iali icani ived throug
i cialism. Republlcanlsm.surv1v. '

:;shnge good use of the political crisis of 1968/9 to
launch another war in the North.

Of course the CPI deplored the actioni of the zr:ziiion-
i d political passion
.  But on the basis of the ol : :
iﬁi CPIuhad helped to preserve, what other k}ﬁdtﬁz 3§§;gﬂm:as
i the Republican movement was i dolc s
e rari When he CPI enabled it to survive; but
the variant introduced by the : hich comething mant
litical situation occurred in w : :
ghegoiepzolrealise Republican aims that Yarlant was dii§arigf
asd basic Republicanism, (i.e., the physical force cu .
asserted itself.

The CPI helped to keep Republicanis?.aiife to iighﬁhile
i it for fighting.

day - and then coﬂdemngd it il

22§§2§§ingyit, it kept on working up t@o;e :2§; ;igcgizzgn
i i i tisfac
i ssions which can only find sa :

:ilizsgzon in the use of physical force to demorallsg tz:tit-
Prgtestant working class and make it amenable to anti-par

ionist suggestion.

Having helped keep Republicanism aéiva wh;; itizhﬁzid
i the CPI could not offer i
have died a natural death, t
tactics, which had any practlcal.grgigzgzagfvzggzzisahzgh "
i i i ion to the new ide 4

give implementation C ' ntooduced Ly the: CBL
i ced. The tactical variant in ;
iﬁzzg?; involved the manipulation of’unreﬁr:siﬁzagiziezzzgi

i ni he illusion tha est
union committees to create t : hat st
workers were becoming amenable to anti-British andtan;iitical
Partitionist ideas. One did not need to have great p
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acumen to realis
e that : . :
Prospect of success this tactic offerd no long te
. rm

. It '
as it went on behind ¢ would be successfyj only as long

and was not o 1 the backs of the
e . :‘mas
Perative in the society at 1§r§§ th: workers
- t a certai

point it would i .
: inevitabl .
of the workers and be negéggge into collision with the ma

: . . Ss

» if traditi
terrori ) 2ditional Republic-
orist campaign, that point to launcﬁ a11c

Campaign . the .
since 197g?re and simple that has PhY519aI force

» but reaction-

N the CPI
d L _Communlsm, as con-
o Lenn, was a vanguarg
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In 1921 Southern Ireland threw off the shackles of a
rown that had been stripped by internal British develop-
ents of all executive power, and of British lords temporal
ho survived at the mercy of the Commons. Republicanism has

been historically an expression of popular secular opposit-

o the monarchy and aristocracy, and there have always

jon t
peen a few hardworking ideologues in Irish "Republicanism"

who tried to depict it as a struggle against aristocratic
privilege. Well, "Republican” Ireland did cast off in 1921
the few formal remnants of the power of the lords temporal
_ and it immediately prostrated itself before a powerful

caste of lords spiritual.

The Catholic Church has exercised a general hegemony
over the development of Southern Ireland since its emergence
from the Gaelic world in the early 19th century. Catholic
social power has been the most substantial force behind the
national separatist movement against Britain. The success
of the national revolution brought that Church to absolute
power in Southern society. The forward thrust of Catholic
social power and nationalism was able to neutralise every
other tendency in the society until the 1950s. Until the
1950s Catholic nationalist society was being constructed.
Having been constructed, and being in fact a part of the
modern European world - -even though a strange part - it
was inevitdle that a tendency towards general social class
differentiation would set in. Here and there, in the depths
of Catholic nationalist society, the seeds of an alien ideol-
ogy sprouted. Individuals began to grope towards the democ-

ion of society which is the starting

ratic seculxr conceptl
point of socialism. Now, the most immediate, and most power-

ful, obstacle that such people encountered was certainly not
"Bpitish imperialism': it was the Catholic church.

. British institutions had been rooted. out of the society
a generation before they were born. They had never known
anything but rule in the native manner. And their impulses
towards secular democratic ideas were checked by a thorough-
ly native spiritual police force, whose tentacles were more
far-reaching than those of the RIC had ever been and which
was not subject to any representative institution to which

appeal could be made against its activities.
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recipitated social development, have helped to make religion

y dbsolete, and for that very reason could never be

sociall €
erarchies and regimented

stable institutions made up of hi
masses.

The Catholic Church performed a progressive social
function in early medieval Europe by aweing and regimenting
the barbarians. It became a reactionary institution about
the twelfth century when popular Protestant heresies began
to develop against it. It might be said that it gained its
pase in Irish social life by performing the same function
among the people emerging from Gaelic society as it did
among the barbarians in medieval times: but it did so in
conflict with advanced bourgeois democracy, which was unknown

in medieval times.)

MORE IRISH THAN THE IRISH THEMSELVES

The CPI has always been anxious to declare how Irish it
was. 1t has been very Irish indeed. It is, as the saying
goes, more Irish than the hish themselves. This is a
very understandable thing. A handful of people in a
scciety become attached to a worldview and a political
movement which are quite extraneous to that society, and
which represent no social force within it. They are
forced to become a sect. In order to win tolerance as a
sect they declare that certain ideals of the society are
sacred to them. They seek to integrate themselves into
the society by declaring their adhesion to its most imposs-
ible ideals. And they remain more faithful to these ideals
than the society itself does. The society goes-a-whoring
after strange gods, but this sect remains faithful to

Jehovah.

What kept the remnant of the CPI going in the South
during the desperate period between the final triumph of
popular nationalism in the 1930s and the return of
"imperialist” influence in the 1960s? Not its roots in
Irish society. It had no roots in Kish society. This was
not a case of champions of a popular cause being hounded by
state oppression. The populace was indisputably hostile to

them.

One could argue for ideological purposes, in a
21




metaphysical sort of way, that the populace did not know its

own mind. But the only mind which the populace actually knew
was hostile to it,

So, what gave it the will to keep going through those
dark ages? The answer is simple: Moscow. The isolated
sect in Southern Ireland belonged to a political movement
thatws doing great things in Russia. The social transform-
ations being brought about by the Communist Party in Russia
gave to the Communist sect in Southern Ireland the will to
survive. And where there's a will there's a way. It was the
stubbornness of this will emanating from Russia, and not any
success of the strategy of being more Irish than the Irish,
that ensured the survival of the sect.

Because the sect drew its strength from a source ex-
ternal to the society, and because its mere existence was a
remarkable act of defiance of the society, it did not exper-
ience the evolution.of the society. Because it was not
representative of any social force within the society it could
remain constant to ideals which the society held at a partic-
ular moment in the Past when the sect was being formed, but
which began to be superseded by the actual evolution of the
society.' For these reasons the sect remained a sect longer
than it need have done, and when it finally began to exer-
Cise social influence it was influence of a conservative
kind. It joined the forces which were tying the society to

its past and opposed those which were breaking new ground in
social development.

The CPI in the South was, therefore, in many respects
a remnant of the days before the national revolution, or
before the last act of the national revolution in 1932. 1t
was first formed during the War of Independence. It allied
itself with the forces that were discontented with the
Treaty. It went into liquidation on the military defeat of
the anti-Treaty forces. And it was re-established when the
anti-Treaty forces finally assumed power,

In the making of any real revolution there is an
element of disorder which the rzvolutionsry forces accept,
and there is freedom for all sorts of raiginal asmirations
tc be formed, for eccentricities to present themselves in
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i oclamations, and for political fragments to
%iingfﬁu:%l:aggents to the’main thrust of development wﬁlle
conceiving of themselves as its vanguard. Then, whgn the
revolution has been accomplished, the new'order begins to
be established: the substantial forces wh1§h made the rev- J
olution assert themselves against the marginal elements, an
they mould the society in their own image.

De Valera, who was the only functional."RepubZ?cqnf,
(that is to say, Catholic-national separatist) politician
among the anti-Treatyites, took all‘of the gapable elements
and most of the idealists with him in building the most
representative political party that Southern Irgland has .
known: and he knew very well when to tole?ate 4lsorder an
when to create the new order. (The pure idealists of the

national revolution, who could maintain their ideals un-

sullied because they were politically incapaple, might
accuse him of betraying the national ?evolutlon because of
certain things which he failed to achieve. But tbe wonder
is that he achieved so much on such a s}ender basis. And

it would be more appropriate for socialists to be Fhankfu}
that he did not achieve even more than to attack him for it.)

The CPI, in retrospect, can o§ly be seen as one of Ehf
marginal disorders or eccentricities of the natlona} rexi -
utionary period. The appearance Qf substance was given to
it by the intervention of the Comintern. ;f circumstances
had been very different it might have acquired exten51ved
popular support: but circumstances were as they were, an
it rapidly became a sect after the new class came to power.

The CPI strategy in the 1930s assumed a state of affairs
that did not, in fact, exist in Ireland, It might have beeg
successful if there had been a large ?lass of oppressed‘an
disorganised peasants in the countryside, yhlch the pztion~
alist leadership in the shape of Fianna Fa%l was &rai .2
precipitate into social action. In suc@ c1rcum§ta2ces ;llin
would have been appropriate to attack.Flanna Fail for s tab-g
the national revolution short in the interests of thelgs
lished urban middle class. If Young Ireland had‘t;rn; .
to Marx for political guidance in the 18405.he m}g t §¥
recommended to them an attitude towards Daniel O'Conne
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similar to that adopted by the CP! towards De Valera. But
Ireland in the 1930s was a whole social -epoch removed from
ireland of the 1840s. The peasants had become farmers,

and Fianna Fail was very much their political party, in
which they were actively represented from the grass roots
to the corridors of power. (How much their party and their
revolutior it was, is hown by the fact that only now 1s it
being tentatively suggested that +he farmers ought to pay
income tax like everyone else.)

In Russia after 1905 Lenin conceived the strategy of
making the bourgeois revolution primarily a peasants'
rebellion, (rather than the taking of political power by the
urban . bourgeoisie), thereby creating more room for manoeuve
by working class parties. In an effort to prevent such a
thing the Tsarist minister Stolypin introduced a programme
of economic reform designed to carry through a bourgeois
development of agriculture within the existing state.

Lenin acknowledged that such a thing was possible, and

that if the Stolypin programme were ever substantially
realised, then the conditions in “which his strategy would
be operative would no longer exist.

In Ireland the peasantry, in the sense of a rural
community subject to landlordism and not enjoying
bourgeois property rights, ceased to exist by the turn
of the century. The peasants had become farmers with very
definite property rights, and with a world outlook
that followed from well defined property rights. The
CPI aspired to apply to the bourgeois farmers of Ireland
the strategy conceived by Lenin for the Russian peasantry.
The result was a fiasco. The "Workers and Farmers
Republic" was the shibboleth of & sect in Imland, where-
as the "dictatorship of the peasantry and proletariat"
in Russia was descriptive of a real social movement. And
if "Farmers"” in Ireland were changed to "small farmers",
small farmers were still farmers: and insofar as they could

actually be counterposed to the main body of farmers they
had little social weight.

CPI strategv based itself on traces of =

i Situation
that had ceased to exist. Some small farmers might here
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the

nd there respond to echoes of the Land:Lea%Ee,ngina y
. not a social lever that could prevent en ana
we?i revolution from stabilising itself. The pg#z o
o Lution" proépect was quite illusory. The coml g;bn .
e r f Fianna Fail was a very substantial culw;naﬁl o
pﬁwegoirgeois national revolution. It ushefﬁd ggetwitiu
zfethe "last capttalist class" in Ireland: t ; one With ..
the doepest o0t I e S oopular, the most representative,

. a Fail, was the most po s > mos reser ive,
g;zé:he'most capable pol@t}cal party 1nt§ﬁe iic;izg

There was no real possibility of pfevenhe %egemony o5

tabilising its rule, (from eqforC1ng tﬁt hegamony ment

: lass, and initiating the most profoun _dev pm e
o co ?iaiism) by agitating the insubsFant}al aﬁd ;ncap
9§e§?€:tic friﬁge of the movement of'whl?h 1§»waies ihe
substantial and capable core.  Fhanna Foll B1ected, e

i i he national mo ) : t :
liiiilzzrigeg'thé mass of the society along y;;h ;;. <tood
X inst it, the Republican Congress gnd tbe C ’ o‘nythe .
fgilunrealistic nationalism, for nationalist pie 1

The unrealistic fringe of a nationalist?movemgggewhlch
has a substantial political core is'th worst possil
starting point for working class politics.

All of this is clear in retr?s?egt. ;t i;zuigsgz?e
"been clear to capable Marxist pol1t%c1ans 13 e o ceem
t clear to the CPI in thg 30s, an ot e
o Kziengecome any clearer to it in the forty yeir bt
ﬁgve passed since then. A social e?och 1§t?§33t eThe
remains faithful.to its mi§calgzli§;og§uzh,ﬁ&itﬂin he
thO?O?ghlczﬁzgiiii; :Xgltﬁzogconomic protec?ionist measures
p011t1§ab the coming to power of Fianna fa11, led tot§ a1
roces % differentiation within the nation. The.nﬁ io -
D volurio from being a political programme On whlcd gen
rev?l?tlin;nity could be developed (and was develope ),of
D erees d towards being an accomplished fact, a stgte °
progl“esseh'ic:h was taken for granted, and on ?he.ba51s o]
afgalrs n al political and social differentlaFlon.beg;n
whieh generClags slowly began to supersede nation 1n ttioek
;Zn:;g:li;m of culture and politics. And the gneral ou
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- of the nation as a whole began to undergo a very basic
reorientation. In all of these developments the CPI,
insofar as it exercised any influence, exercised a
retarding influence. '

Economic protectionism had a relatively slender
basis in Ireland. Its full potential was realised in
about ten years, but it was prolonged to twenty years
by the effects of the world war. When its potential
had been exhausted, economic stagnation set in. With
its customary hard-headedness, Fianna Fail diagnosed
the problem and began to dismantle the tariff wall. The
Free Trade Agreement with Britain followed. The CPI
denounced the Trade Agreement as national treason.

C. Desmond Greaves, (who has been the most influential
ideologist of the sect), in an Irish Democrat editorial
declared Lemass (who signed the Agreement) to be the
greatest traitor to the nation since Dermot MacMurrough,
(who invited Henry the Second to be his ally in 1169).

All the stops were pulled out in an effort to use
the past ideology of the nation to generate a Popular
resistance to free trade policies. But the nation refused
to let its past be used against its present. For the
nation, though not for the Sects on the fringe of it,
existence took precedence over ideology. Protection
had served its purpose, and it was time for other things,
Ghosts of the past held up by the CPI and Sinn Fein
frightened nobody. And ten years later there came the
massive referendum vote :ip favour of joining the Common
Market.

The referendus showed Yp a very remarkable disconnect-
ion between the traditionalist ideologists of nationalism
in 8inn Fein, the CPI, and some trotskyist groups, and
the nation itself. The CPI showed its Customary meta-
physical attachment to the ¢ld nationalist ideals,
while the living, vreathing nation itself followed
its economic nose into new ways. Over no issue of
SCOnomic substance has the rattling of ¢1d naticnalist bones,
and the invoking of old taboos, been able g de termine
.Popular tehaviour. Nevertheiess, the CPI remains a
conscientious rattler of old bones and invoker of
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taboos.

The evolution of the nation gave rise to tenden§1es
within it towards liberal democracy, towards sgcularls@,
towards atheism, towards class developments which strain-
ed against the whole nationalist ide910gy: Fowgrds all
the social pre-requisites for a Marxist socialist movement.
Since the CPI was still obsessed with the lost, or
illusory, possibilities of 1921/22, or of.1932/33, and
was still dreaming of "another day! on which those .
possibilities would be realised, (even though the entire
social situation to which they referred had evolved Qut
of existence), it could not function as a vgngugrd in-
fluence helping to develop these new tgngenc1es into a
social movement and into a aherent political programme.
These new tendencies had to make their own way in tbe
world. They had to discover for themselves the entire
modern world. And in doing so they simply bypagsed
the CPI - a piece of the old world, of whosg existence
they were scarcely aware. The Irish Commgnlst Organisation
(ICO) grew directly out of these tendencies.

The ICO was formed in London. The CPI, whigh was so
concerned to prove its Irish credentials, saw.thls as a fact
which could do great damage to the ICO and trled to _
use it for that purpose. The ICO was never in the 511ght~
est bit concerned to prove its Irish credentla}s, preglsely
because it was a product of the movement of Irish society
in a way that the CPI was not.

khkkkkkkhkhkdhhhkkkirhkrkk
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HAVE YOU READ:

AGAINST ULSTER NATIONALISM

HIDDEN ULSTER EXPOSED (a reply to Padraig
O'Snodaigh)

THE ECONOMICS OF PARTITION

UNITED IRISH REPRINTS:

An Argument on Behalf of the Catholics of Ireland
by Wolfe Tome

Belfast Politics 1792-93 by Henry Joy

The Origins and Progress of the.Irish Union 1798
by T.A. Emmet, N.J. McNeven and A.0'Connor

The Memoirs of Jemmy Hope _
An Autobiography of a Working Class United Irishman

for a literature list with all these and many more
send a s.a.e. to B&ICD, 10 Athol Street, Belfast
BT12 4GX.
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