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Introduction

oHow can | know what | think until | read what | write "
Variously ascribedto Henry James or EM Foster

Thesear e 2 PefleBtions from the oBalkan and Carpathian Musings 6 blog

which has run from 2009 - when | started to have time for more reflection about
some of the bigth e mes whi ch have engaged my ohadf e and
for some 30 years and based, for the past 10 years, in Romania andBulgaria. The

posts started in my mountain house in the Carpathians and continued in Bucharest

and Sofiaée.

In what sense is it different from other blogs?

Y

Mine is a blog which esc hews the
never-ending news cycle or the
partiality of disciplinary lens and
disputes and focuses rather on
booksandowi cked.i ssuesbd
—~ Readers of blogs expect them to be
. frequently updated and soon stop
visiting sites which remain
stati cé e didfer amost e
three months in the middle of the
year éé.

i Critics of the net say that

& hyperlinking tends to encourage

" partisan reading - and | indeed have
. a folder with the sites of some 200
other blogs wh ich | rarely access &
the main reason being the predictability of what they sayé.

Mycl aim for the r easchgyreXpessedtot ent i on
1 experience in a variety of sectors (and countries ) - normally closely manned
with oOgatekeepersbd
1 the compulsion (over a 50 year -period) | 6 v e tofreedrdtithe lessons of
each experience in short papers
1 Long and extensive reading


http://nomadron.blogspot.com/
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2015/08/new-blogs.html

T A d0voiced which has been honed by the nece
audiences of different nationalities and class

1 intensive trawling of the internet for wide range of writing

notes kept of the most important of those readings

1 shared in hyperlinks with readers

=

| confess somewhere to an aversion to those writers (so many!)  who tr y to pretend

they have a unique perspective on an issue and whose discordant babble make the

world such a difficult place to understand. | look instead for work which, as google

puts it, builds on the shoul dedissoveaedwloenlher s éém
did one of these tests, isthatofthe resourcepersoné . who fi nds and shar
material é.

Academia, politics and free -lance consultancy has given me the free dom for 40
y e a r sdo it my way 60 and to write and publish in a fairly carefree manner. This
book reflects a |ife (and perhaps atti-tude) s
1 to work from an early age (26) with an unusually wide range of people
(professionals, politicians, community activists  d and a much smaller number
of academics) who shared an aspiration to improve social conditions;
1 to have had a job in a Polytechnic (and planning sch ool) in the 1970s and first
half of the 1980s which gave me the licence to talk and write about the
issues relating to this work
1 to have achieved a position of influence which helped develop a more
inclusive style of government in the West of Scotland for 20 years
1 to reengineer myself as a consultant, working and living for 25 years in
central Europe and Central Asia din the pursuit of what the turgid academic
literature has come to call ’ > L
0good governanc g
7 all the while trying 0
through wide reading and
writi ng - to try to make
sense of what the
masthead on my blog calls
our osocial enldea
efforts to make the world g
a better placeg

i

For me a post written 4-5 years L ’ﬁ?
- d -


http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2015/11/what-am-i-good-at-swot-approach.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E2hYDIFDIU

ago i s every bit as good as (-petrthe eopssuctoret t er t
of blogs permits only the most recent posts to be shown.

A book format, on the other hand, reguires th
also challenges the author to reflect  more critically on the coherence of his
thinking € é .

It was, however only in 2015 that | started to publish annual collections of these

posts - although In Praise of Doubt da b | o g g echdated aybieby actually

covering 15 mont hs and therefore r unning it at 250 pages & a bit too much perhaps

for the average reader . The images | used for this first effort were all taken by

me-and most were from my collections of paint.i

The Sl aveswdssm@Gher manageable at 120 pages (incl
Glossary | had included the previous year) and it kept the focus of the images on

my own collection .

Last yCemnoldEndeavourcovered 76 posts and 180 pages o with the images

being dinitially atanyrate dmor e ecl ectic but, ulThi mayebhypsp
posts have be en not only fewer in number but &1 noticed during editing - also

bereft of images. |regretthis absence - and have therefore added this year

i mages essentially drawn from my personal ob]j
The very first little book | wrote (in 1977) was called The Search for Democracy ;

the first effort | made some 15 years ago to crystallise some of the key lessons

frommyorgani sati onal endeavours bore the title 0TI

and thevisitingcardl now use bears the epithedsooexpl orer
0searching and exopl odriiscpoveryé seem clearly to

A couple of _innovatio ns for 2018

Until now, | have let the posts speak for themselves. | chose this year to start

reread ing and reflect ing on them from about October and soonrealised it might

add a little coherence if | grouped posts  with a common theme together . So some

of the posts are not quite in the order in wh
This in turn inspired me to use, for the beginning of each section, the  tables which

| had started to use last year. The first column gives the title of the post & with

the middle column compress ing what | was trying to say into a few lines (a real

c hal | e nMpstbfmgréadership is notusing English as their first language and

such summaries seem therefore a useful éendeavour



http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_8b277c8738724585aa89282a0c105233.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_37e937c1254f44839ff99190c9dbf17b.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_bf040298ca9e44269ef80212d5da85c8.pdf
https://nomadron.blogspot.com/2016/09/the-search-for-democracy.html

What the Year Brought

The blog is not a diary dit does not record what | do on a weekly basis  d although events such as
exhibitions , wine-tasting or trip s do make the occasional appearance. | made two trips to Scotland

this year o my first such visits since a weddingin 2012 dowhi ch di dndt feature in the
covered here. The blog remains a record of more cerebral activities o of the thoughts sparke d by

books and general reading é

The year started with some advice for the Davos set  ; some deaths; and some Italian and German

writers before returning to a subject which had occupied the blog in previous months 0 Reforming

the State

Change, of one shape or form, was the

domi nant theme of Oaexdxciys year &8s
half of them, not counting several posts on

Brexit in the early part of the year.

But it was how ideas are conveyed that

seemed to exercise me as much as the i deas

themselves 0 with quite a few posts being

devoted to examples of both good and bad

writing as well as that of the future of the

blog

This is the first year for a decade | have
spent fully in R omaniad so a few posts about
it figure in this yearodos col |l

At one stage | thought the posts had dried up
d for almost 3 months | lacked anything to
spark inspiration. | realised some tim e ago that my mind/body was telling me something when this
happened & but what exactly? When | was younger, | could blame stress 8 but this was high

summer é. .and in blessed Sirnea of the meadows and high
I'tds true that | had ingseses of postedbauth @admirdstrative eefoime aapd
the nature of the State & so | could be forgiven for being abit alienate dé. And t hat | had sp:¢

most of the winter botedeagoinabPlyoiaesi vééwith wal king

| knew , of co urse, that one of the curses of retirement is that time can hang heavily but | had,

since at |l east 2012, managed t o fram lmih dides df thesLéwen had di sc
Danube; written a little book about Romanian culture (see  Mapping Romania- notes on an unfinished

journey ); and started a serious collection of Bulgarian painters - Bulgarian Realists 8 getting to know

the Bulgarian s through their art . And the morning discipline of a blogpost had seemed to keep me

ticking overévabushedéddEnwéy the taste for reading disaj
three-mont h hi ai tusé

But late October saw me back with a bang dnot justt he posts but a flurry of the first book

purchases (at Bucharestds annual Book Fair) since the

November saw the reader numbers over the period hitthe 300,000mark . Qui te a | andmar ké.
| celebrated at Xmas with a special post on Romanian wine s é .


https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_70e7002a371f4b689587716e24ab5e7f.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_70e7002a371f4b689587716e24ab5e7f.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_2c6424bbbbc747708513e1dff8458bba.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_2c6424bbbbc747708513e1dff8458bba.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_5a7d8b885aea47e38a6c2d0500ae30ee.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_5a7d8b885aea47e38a6c2d0500ae30ee.pdf

Opening Salvos

One of the benefits of oO0close editingdéd is that you beg
were random pi eces. | t dan a fourth and fifth viewing that | realised most of these early posts

deal with some of selection mechanisms used by the media. How do the subjects we encounter in

the media (or indeed choose to blog about) get to be selected? Why are scandals assumed to

attract readers? Are we really as well  -read as we imagine?
Title of post Summary
Development Voices A development blog raise d the question why there are so few feminine

specialists in the field and a reader exposes a trade secret about the
publishing industryé.

Some Reading for the What books would you recommend for the Davos set if you had th e
Davos Set opportunity to select some for themtoread ?

Alternatives 6 how the The media are (rightly) criticised
media could be helping the is considered boringé.but this need

good society develop

Unlocking Cultural Codes Despite globalisation, there is an argument that  we know less these days
about other European countries than we did in the 1920s

Cry the beloved country? A much beloved Romanian historian/diplomat who died at age 101 was
active t o the end of his life - and would have appreciated this critical
article about his country in New Left Review

A Celebration of writing on A reading list for the intelligent visitor

Italy

A Critical German Redoubt A new book about an amazing institute for social research founded in

d coming up for its Century Germany in the 1920s which transferred to America in the late 30s
Memories of Political In which | remember an inspired Ro manian sociologist who introduced me
Sociology to political sociology in the early 1960s




Development Voices

From Poverty to Power_is one of the
most interesting blogs around & and,
believe me, there are not many which

can persuade these arthritic old

fingers to do the clicking!  (The Brexit
Blog is another of the exceptions whic h
delights in its clarity of thought and
expressioné. .)
OFrom Poverty to Po
remarkable blog which reduces
odevel opmentdé i ssues
comprehensible narratives - and which
also succeeds in drawing down helpful
comments and, indeed, assistance f rom
its global audience.

One of its latest posts donthe 0t e n
thinkers on @&kasel op
attracted some ire from colleagues who
objected to its gender imbalance. My

own objections were rather different -

0l'tds rather misl eacg
post the Oten top de
thinker s6, | huffedoédand continued
misses, for example, AO Hirschmann and Robert Chambers who made a much bigger contribution to
thinking than some of the namesonthis 0t op t e which tleiarty bears a rather old -fashioned
economistic stamp (by the wa y only 3 of those 50 thinkers were women).

| then recommended t hree particular books which cast a contrarian eye on the development

industry -Sachds ( Wbhée Degetopneent Dictionary (2010) Deconstructing Development
Buzzwords (2010) and dFifty Key Development Thinkers _ (2006)

0ODevel opment ¢ halsaded termmandsndded pofitically incorrect from 1990 A despite

thescaleof EUStr uct ur al funding (tens of Dbillions of euros).
oOinstitutional 6 devel opment and working, since 1991, i
Last autumn | did a series of posts about the academic literature on public management and m ade a

point which | rarely see recognized ot hat writing on the subject has a 0Co
of the dominant writing being anglo -saxon (whose influen ce strongly extends to central european

academia). Itled to alittle book 0OReforming the State Owhich arguesthat t he O moder ni sati oné
effort inthis partofthewor [dcoul d benefit from some of the insights
field



http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.ro/
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.ro/
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/10-top-thinkers-on-development-summarized-in-700-words-by-stefan-dercon/
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/10-top-thinkers-on-development-summarized-in-700-words-by-stefan-dercon/
http://shifter-magazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/wolfgang-sachs-the-development-dictionary-n-a-guide-to-knowledge-as-power-2nd-ed-2010-1.pdf
https://www.guystanding.com/files/documents/Deconstructing-development-buzzwords.pdf
https://www.guystanding.com/files/documents/Deconstructing-development-buzzwords.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/244175139_Fifty_Key_Thinkers_on_Development
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_eeb449d6412a4d2e898d13eb8e18c164.pdf

Another reader made this excellent point -

Hereds what you need to do to get your book noticed

1. Come up with a big idea (about development ), preferably slightly controversial or counter -intuitive

2. Explain how if the idea was taken more seriously it could end pover ty or at least change the

development paradigm

3. Selectively collect evidence and anecdotes that support the theme of the book

4. Spin out a simple id ea to be a full length book

5. Aggressively promote the idea andrleadingghinkestoprevd t o obatt|
who has the best take in order to promote your idea and book

Maybe this is something men are more inclined towards on aver age than women

More seriously, there are lots of other thinkers, women and men who have done important w ork on
advancing development thinking and practice 9 but they might not have gotten the same level of visibility
or notoriety as those on this list.

Some decades ago | wrot_e a short book to try to demystify the way a new local government system

worked. That made me realise how few books were in fact written to help public understanding!

Most books are writte n to make a profit or an academic reputation. The first requires you to take a

few simple and generally well -known ideas but parcel them in a new way & the second to choose a

very tiny area of experience and write about it in a very complicated way.

After t hat experience, | realised how true is the saying -
write a book about it 6! ! IeFodhiswill gergainly Help you ideatify the gapsst an  ar t |
in your knowledge & and give you the specific questio ns which then make sure you get the most out

of your reading.

Some Reading for the Davos Set

The annual Davos festschmalz comest his year with a book bag - consisting of reading recommended
by Bill Gates and Mark Zuckenberg . This includ es fairly predictable, mainstream stuff degHar ari 6s
O0Sapiens6 and Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Vio  lence has Declined by Harvard psychologist
Stev en Pinker

Such lists make, of course, the (ra ther heroic) assumption that the Davos CEOsare inclined to read
books & and an interesting challenge would be to come up with some titles to help such privileged
people see the world a bit differently and perh  aps change their thinking?

| suspect , for example, that participants might just allow their guard to fall for books written by
people who know they are dying & eg the paean to social democracy pen ned by Tony Judt just before
his death - Il Fares the Land . And there were also these eloguent final thoughts of a seasoned
campaigner found on his laptop after his death

So herebds my New Year ¢ hwhdt sherhapckt howghtful bookd e might we
recommend to challenge the smugness of the Davos set?

As it happens | have just collated lastyear & s b | owhjlotsyttsgive a sense of how writers

from the 1970s onwards have been dealing with what is now recognised as a systemic crisis in our

economic order. Our Future 9 an annotated reading list _identif ies 250 books. Even more importantly,

I make an eff ortto classif y the books é usingavariant of the 6 distinctive oworld
developed by the Commons Transition people

10


https://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2016/09/the-search-for-democracy.html
https://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2011/04/writing.html
https://www.theguardian.com/business/davos
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/jan/12/davos-bill-gates-mark-zuckerberg-what-to-read
http://www.realclearlife.com/books/23-book-recommendations-facebook-ceo-mark-zuckerberg/
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/nov/01/extract-better-angels-nature-steven-pinker
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=690rDmglflYC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://steadystaterevolution.org/epistle-to-the-ecotopians-by-ernest-callenbach/#more-4086
http://steadystaterevolution.org/epistle-to-the-ecotopians-by-ernest-callenbach/#more-4086
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_6b8ed016a62e423ba8a8ca1979b2f743.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2017/04/thinking-beyond-capitalism.html
http://commonstransition.org/mapping-the-emerging-post-capitalist-paradigm-and-its-main-thinkers/

1 political (democracy and the Commons)
1 economic (or Financial)
1 work
f  consumption/0 # Di mensi oné
1 conscience
1 citizens
Take the first dimension - as representative democracy has eroded in recent decades, direct
democracy has attracted increasing attention  degreferenda ,citi zensd juries, participa
budgeting or random selection of electoral positions. There is no obvious name to offer d although
John Keaneds TheldeandDeathkof Democracy is one of the best resources. Paul
Hirst advanced t hassociativedemaorbcy unt il his sad death in 2003.
thinking of figures such as GDH Col eé
But the very word "democracy" will put most Chief Execs off - they feel much more comfortable in

the management field where some gems can be found - eg

1 Danah Z Spirisu ral&@apital d wealth we can live by (2004) is an interesting critique of
capitalism with a rather too superficial approach to its amelioration.

1 The Ethical Economy & rebuilding value after the crisis by A Arvidsson and N Peitersen
(2013) covers the ground better o6i t 8 s s u nhera and eridgded here.

1 Henry Mintzberg is a well -regarded management guru who has been warning of business
excesses for a couple of decades and produced in 2014 the highly = readable Rebalancing
Society dradical renewal beyond left, right and center which is ideal for Chief Execs.

9 Peter Barnes is a very fair -minded entrepreneur sens itive to the evils of unregulated
capitalism whose Capitalism 3.0 (2006) is persuasive.

9 David Erdal's Beyond the Corporation (2011) is the inspiring story of an entrepreneur who
passed his business to the workers..

They might also be persuaded to open some pages which bear a religious imprint eg  the fascin ating
and totally neglected book Questions of Business Life by Richard Higgin son (2002) an analysis of
various critiques produced by a cleric from his work at an ecumenic al centre for business
And then there is Laudato-Si & the Papal Encyclical (2015). A summary is available here . Its entire
184 pages can be read here
Some outriders which | would strongly recommend are -
1 oThe Lugano Report: On Preserving Capitalism in the Twenty -f i r st Ceé&Susan Geprge
(1999). A satirical piece which forces us to think
1 DannyDor | i ngds hug e lnysticuen(d2e0rlrla)t eiddent i f i éditsh, 0soci al ev
exclusion, prejudice, greed and despair & and explores the myths which sustain them . The
argument is that we are al | guilty of these evils and of sustaining these myths......
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https://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Direct-Democracy-Options.pdf
http://www.thelifeanddeathofdemocracy.org/resources/excerpt/jkeane_life_and_death_democracy_intro.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Hirst
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Hirst
https://www.opendemocracy.net/andrea-westall/time-to-revisit-associative-democracy
https://books.google.bg/books?id=rBUt1vwJfRAC&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.bg/books?id=ANFcukOr_BoC&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Ethical_Economy
http://www.ephemerajournal.org/contribution/utopias-ethical-economy-response-adam-arvidsson
http://www.mintzberg.org/sites/default/files/rebalancing_society_pamphlet.pdf
http://www.mintzberg.org/sites/default/files/rebalancing_society_pamphlet.pdf
http://www.plancanada.com/capitalism3.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Beyond-Corporation-Humanity-David-Erdal/dp/1847921094/ref=pd_sim_b_1?ie=UTF8&refRID=1FFF6W2FJDN765BT11X6
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_5797c8f45f7c48ffb69cc57583347fd0.pdf
http://www.nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2015/jun/18/pope-francis-encyclical-cry-of-earth/
http://www.focus.org/blog/posts/summary-of-laudato-si-pope-francis-encyclical-environment-quotes.html?referrer=https://www.google.co.uk/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://books.google.ro/books?id=7o2SuKWCvicC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.dannydorling.org/books/injustice/
http://www.dannydorling.org/books/injustice/dorling-why-social-inequali.pdf

The Alternatives 8 how (parts of) the media could actually help the

good society develop
| dm e nc o uthisrgw disclssion initiative just announced by The Guardian  which promisesto -

€é.. inveswioghadeexampl es of people doing things differentl.y
extending local government far beyond colle cting the bins; housing activists turning themselves into

property developers; and energy bosses who actually ask customers how their companies should be run.

Much of the reporting wild/l be from Britain, hguGermang) 6 | | al sc
and further afield.

Stack them all together and the grand lie of Thatcherism is
exposed. There ar e alternatives. We can do things
differently.

The opening piece skewers what passes for political
and economic debate in Britain &

With Britain already having suffered one lost decade, a
murmuring catastrophism has set in among our intellectuals.
Mainstr eam-left politics remains stuck between two cliches.
Either: well, we used to do things differently (cue sepia -
tinted nostalgia for the establishm  ent of the NHS and huge

public borrowing). Or: the Germans d
no harm (along with wistf ulness for a proper industrial
policy).

The New series is, sadly, not very easy to find but  can
be accessed here . I've tried unsuccessfully to
register for updates so  each time have to try to
remember the title ( The Alternatives) and search for
it - a pity since this article on social investments _is a

- great example of the sort of information the
mainstream media doesn't gives us and which many of us thirst after.....
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/17/britain -zombie-elite -politicians -economy

Unlocking Cultural Codes
Another Guardian initiative is Europe Now, with Natalie Nougayréde promising

é é&o build bridges and engage more closely with readers throughout Europe and those in the wider world
who want to keep in to uch with European concerns. We know people across Europe are eager to share
insights about a region whose destiny is currently being redefined. We want to offer them the space and
opport unity to do that.

The Guardian has tried at such a venture at least once before & with the support of Le Monde and
Der Spiegel as | remember but it seems to have gone down li ke a lead balloon. Language seems to
trap at least the anglo -saxons very much in our own intellectual concerns and bubbles. | had the
idea recently of trying to plug into the French and German blogging community to try to find some

12


https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/1br7/britain-zombie-elite-politicians-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/series/the-alternatives
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/series/the-alternatives
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/series/the-alternatives
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/23/pensions-ethically-investment-city-money-social-environmental
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/17/britain-zombie-elite-politicians-economy
https://nomadron.blogspot.com/2016/09/the-search-for-democracy.html
https://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2011/03/european-understanding.html

people there who might b e willing to share with us some of the books and debates which have
excited their attention in recent years - offering my own annotated list in exchange  Our Future &
an annotated bibli ography.

But | simply can't navigate my way through the european blogosphere to the gems which must be

there and asked for help. The one reply | received referenced the Social Europe website and the
sadly dead Zygmund Baumont (who wasn't a blogger).

Jan-Werner Mueller argued a few years ago that  1920s Europe writers engaged more with one
another across national boundaries than nowadays and | have bemoaned se veral times this missing
European public space which & if you except the self -interested academic and technocratic
networks & almost amounts to mutual indifference é

Perry Anderson is about the only charact _er with the linguistic _ability to supply us Brits with

extensive analyses of post -war and contemporary debates in France, Germany and Italy. His

stunning study The New Old World (2009) can be read in its entirety here _ (all 560 pages) and is

easily the best read on what it is to be European & about a third being a survey of the literature on

the OEuropean Projecto; another third being insightful
intellectual currents of the 6Coredé European countries

oftheUK) ; and the final sect i odevotedargelgto Higkeyt er n Questi ond)

Of course we have excellent studies of individual European nations @ particularly France, Italy and

Spain - dHow the French Think & an affectionate portrait of an intellectual people Gis just the latest

in a line which includes Theodor Zeldin and Rod Kedward . And writ ers such as Peter Watson, Simon
Winder and Neil Mc Gregor have ensured that even books about Germany have been making the lists

of best -sellers

I 8dm not sur e, however, inffelled¢tualviviark llilld whg wrotsrecertha r - as US

Ever since Madame de Staélwrote dDe | & Al ldeumaigonnge 6Napol eonds reign to celebr
sensitive romantics allergic to tyranny (unlike the French), and Heinrich Heine responded with his own

oD e lleria@ned portraying them as brutal pagans capable of anything, Europeans have been trying to

unlock the cultural codes of their neighbours i and, in so doing, unlock their own.

Lilla seems to be the only US writer interested in exploring strands of Europe  an thinking and gave a

very helpful picture recently of some developments on the centre -right of French social thought &

particularly amongst the younger bourge ois catholics who tend to read Le Point magazine - which

| dve just discovered has the astonishing circulation f|
British equivalent dproofifitwaseverneed ed of the greater intellectuality

It would be interesting to know what books (if any) British visitors to European countries (whether

for business or pleasure) use for their prepar ation 8 apart from the obvious travel books.

A few years a go | used an enforced visit to Kolnto  draft a short book which has turned into a 200 -
page source book - German Musings 6 which would be of interest to any one with c ultural in terests
visiting that countryée.

When one of my daughters was visiting me in Romania | took the various posts | had written about
my exploration of the count r y @added somadbvionsggsubgeetsdsuch i t er ar y
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as music, history, food a nd wine (and
some provocative articles on culture
and cinema) and found myself with a
120-page Mapping Romania- notes on

an unfinished journey .

And Soffiads charm and
painting tradition seduced me to such
a degree that Bulgarian Realists &

getting to know the Bulgarians

page book
A resource on French thought

through their art  turned into a 250

After the Deluge & new perspectives on

the intellectual and cultural history of

post-war France; ed J Bourg (2004)

https://aeon.co/essays/french _ -thought -once-

dazzled-the -world -what -went-wrong

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/french -thought/

http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2017/09/french -letters.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2017/09/the -craft_-of -writing -and-thinking.html

Cry the Beloved Country ???
Two venerabl e Romani ans 0isJahuprp 8fist ex hI€ing Michaa who had

been forced to abdicate at gun point in December 1947 by the Communists; some 10 days later at
age 101, the more significant figure of  Neagu Djuvara, émigré, acade mic, journalist and still active

historian. Having fought on the Eastern front, he was briefly charged to explore surrender

possibilities with Russia before the communi st

He returned to Bucharest in 1990/91to  an academic and writing career (his Brief lllustrated of

Romaniansi s one of books on my s hoantwas,ifagly excedtiondllpfera ut i f ul

this highly p oliticized and divided country, warmly regarded by all sh  ades of opinion

t

oi

He was a critic of what he perceived to be an excessively pro  -Western attitude in  Romanian politics, é . .

He also wrote about what he called the "Ame rican hegemony" and its premises , analysing the influence

which the United States and its foreign policy have had on the World and, more specifically, on Europe.
He characterised the effo  rts of the United States to establish what resembles a hegemony in Europe
and other parts of the Worl  d as a "Seventy -Seven Years' War" waged throughout most of the 20th
century.

Neagu Djuvara can be seen as a populariser and "de -mystifier" of history, hav  ing published books aimed a

younger audience as well as books seeking to explain the historical basis  for mythical figures such as

Dracula or Ne g r u_. Mevatsdlpublished memories from his exile, recounting his life and work in Paris

and Africa
More recently, he was constantly warning of t

"For me, the greatest drama that R omania is currently experiencing is that the young people want to

leave this country, and if they go  abroad and find work there they will not return to Romania. We, my

generation and all my predecessors, the three or four generations that preceded me and w ho studied

he

C
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abroad, none of them was going to stay there after finishing their studies. He was returni ng with that
intellectual baggage and, in his eyes, with the image of other urban landscapes than in Bucharest, and

trying to do the same thing at home.  But they never thought about leaving or leaving the country. Somy
message is:" Young people, if you can, even if you do it worse in our country, it is a supreme duty to return
and rebuild Romania".

He would have enjoyed the long article & Romania Redivivus- in the current edition of New Left
Reviewwhicht el | s t hat ,k é

of all East European countries, Romania is endowed with the greatest variety of natural reso urces. The

Carpathian Mountains which wall off the northwestern province of Transylvania from Wallachia, in the

south, and Moldavia, in the east, boast some of the last primeval forests of Europe. The Danube Delta

offers a fabled reservation of endangered bird and fish species. The Ploieliti oilfields
commercial wellonearth iBuchar estds streets were the fifamstito be il lu
hold unknown reserves, closer to ground level tha n in any other country ringing the Black Sea. The

fertil ity of the soil is legendary.

The Rape of the Country

But little of the countryds potential wealth has found it :
last real peasantry to be found  within the EU works what was once the breadbasket of the Ottom  an

Empire: two in five Romanians live in the countryside; one in three survive off agriculture; many have

never left their villages and only a minority have access to mechanized farming equipmen  t.

The value of their land, however, has not been lost on Br  ussels, which has overseen the funnelling of
Romanian wealth westward for a genera tion. Prior to its eu accession in 2007, entire sectors of the
economy were picked off by multinationals.

- The Romanian banking system was taken over by Société Générale, Raiffeisen and the Erste Group.

-l'ts energy sector fell to ¥sterreichische Mineral°lverwal
Zéavody of Prague.
- Its steel manufacturing went to Mittal, its timber production to the Schweighofer Group, its national

automobile, the Dacia, to Renault.

Much of what isndt yet owned by Western concerns has been
Canadian mining company Gabriel Resources won dubious rights t o excavate Rolia MontanN,
open-pit gold mine in Europe. Its exploitation requires the stripping away of its status as a unesco her -

itage site, the demolition of four surrounding mountain peaks and a handful of nearby villages, and the

carving out of a pit half the size of Gibraltar for holding cyanide -laced run-off; the Romanian state i s

being sued by Gabriel Resources for $4.4 billion in profit losses for forestall ing this process.

- By 2010 the largest private owner of trees in Romania wa s Harvard University, which six years earlier

had started buying up enormous swathes of forestth  at had themselves been seized by mafia

intermediaries on bogus claims of pre -communist ownership; sold off to lkea, tens of thousands of acres

were sawn down, probably never to be recovered.

- In 2012, residents of some fifty villages in the Banat, the fe rtile corner of western Romania that

brushes up against Serbia and Hungary, woke up to find that their ancestral plots of land had been

seized through another legal subterfuge by Rabobank of Utrecht.9 There are dozens of such cases. Few

have been compensated.

The tentacles of the Deep Security State

Meanwhil e, beneath the surface of democratization, the aul
inRomane 6s power ful security forces. The Securitate, the mos
has been rebranded and is now run by a generat ion of operatives whose aver age age is 35, trained at
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special intelligence universities. They are, in many cases , the children of the 16,000 Securitate members

who provided the backbone of the Romanian state after 1989, having emerged as the undisputed w inners

of the 6revolutiond of that year. At | east nine of these I
Servi ci ul Rom®©n de I nformali.i (sri), monitors Romanians i nt
double the manpower of any equivalent agenc y in Europe and, with military -grade espionage equipment,

conducts upwards of 40,000 wiretaps a year.10 The older  generation of Securitate agents managed the

privatization schemes of the 1990s; they are now shielded by the younger cohort from legal oversight.

This interlocking of economic influence i four out of the five richest Romanians have a Securitate
backgroundf and legal inviolability iRomani ads judiciary is too dependent on t
allows the deep state to operate with impunity. The security services have vast stakes in telecom -

munications and big -data collection. They oversee their own ngos, run their own tv channels and have

their people on the editorial boards of the major Romanian newspapers and across the government

ministries. The perme ation of the state by these networks comes to light only occa sionally. In October

2015, a nightclub fire i n Bucharest killed sixty -four, more than half the deaths due to infections

contracted | ater at a |l ocal h os pi tantocted Whaydampanycallechospi t al 6s
Hexi Pharma to which the government had granted a monopoly,

Musical Interlu de

I must confess that | hadno6t HRdaaarrJdhanmdonwhdleasjuscdeed andi ¢ ¢ o
at the tragically young age of 48 - but | was v ery taken with this  Song for Euro pa to which | owe to

an amazing US radio station - KEXP- an affiliate apparently of the University of Washingt one.

| also liked his Free the Mind

Listening made me realise how much | appreciate some of the more atonal music  d | have always

| oved Sc h &erkideree Naclit s. And the Finnish composer Arvo Paert never fails to touch me

e gTabula Rasab aCratio

A Celebration of writing about Italy

We had intended to spend several weeks in Italy from mid Ma rch dfirst 5 days in Rome, then ditto

in Naples and, finally a couple of weeks in Palermo, using the Italian trains to make the connections

from Rome. Our purpose had beent 0 savour the ¢ oun(pastyd@siesldathaighdape and
BellaLinguadmy |1 ove affair with lTtalian, t hhadwhatednyds most en
appetite for learning at least afew words of the language.

Such, however, is the anti -Romanian feeling in the country at the moment that my partner took cold

feeté.and the trip was called offé.

Italy has of course, over the ages, attracted some superb writers (let alone artists) to visit and
wonder at its history, paintings, sculptures and buildings d writers whose journeys and commentaries
are recalled , for example, in Sicily & a literary _guide for travellers . Although | 6 m not qui te sure

such knowledge adds to our appreciation of Italian vistas , | do appreciate book lists and, therefore,
pass on t hi dopl0ibsoks alwoit Italyhdwhich includes a couple | own - The Oxford
Commanionto ltalian Food ; and Peter Robbds OMidnight in Sicilyéd.

| hav e, over time, accumulated a nice little library of books about the country and made a special
journey a couple of weeks ago to my snow -bound mountain house to retrieve it. It includesti  tles
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suchasdJohn Berendt 8s naughty eixtpeolaeul®98s -oThe CiteohHaling s oci et y
Angels; and The Dark Heart of Italy __; by Tobias Jones & whose elegant text tries to captureth e
essence of the country and the way it has become politicised.

Two more detailed and brilliantly -written studies | brought down for rereading are  The Pursuit of
Italy 0 the pursuit of a land, its regions and __their peoples ; David Gilmour (2011); and ltaly and its
Discontents 1980 -2001 by Paul Ginshorg (2002) whose focus on the family, civil society and the

state uses a range of contemporary | ocal sources not n
Ginsborg has lived in Italy as a Professor of history for some 30 years and gives us with this
offering probabl y the most encyclopedic take on the country. Indeed t here can be few other
English-l anguage analyses of foreign countries to rival Gi n

Resident for almost 30 years, translator Tim Parks 8l talian Ways - off and on the rails between
Milan and Palermo (2014) is highly readable - as well as useful for those venturing on its trains.

Two people who hail from Australia have produced 3 books which give us not only cultural insights

but the very tastes, sounds and smells of the country 0 Peter Robb gave us Midnight in Sicily don

art, food, history, travel and Cosa Nostra __; and Street Fightin Naples da ci tyds unseen histo
Robert Hughes is sadly now deceased but lives on in his Romed a cultural, visual and personal

history by (2011). Art critics are  usually the worst of writers but Hughes 8 s p r o, ®yecontvasts

electrifying . this book of his bring ing the city alive through hi s description of the contribution

made by specific Popes to Rome's development - particularly their use of particular archite cts,

scul ptors and painters éé

John DiMakaiRepdhiic -1 t al y 8 s Cdrseiisrmiivelaread o6 but the one book of my batch
which really disappointed me was the florid  Naples Declared & a walk around the bay ; by Benjamin
Taylor who has an unfortunate nervous tic of throwingin compari sons with North Amer.

Latinist Mary Beard , on the other hand, has given us very recentlySPQR 8 a history of ancient

Rome which broughttomind Rober t Ha rlsabauttReman figures (particularly Cicero) and

intrigues -0l mper i umdé, OLust rAunndd, asnpde adkP onngp ecifi 6n.ov el s, I 6m gl a
English editions of Albert Moravia & Bovels are once again (thanks to NYRB) easily available. | always
appreciated his moderni st (f(TledwoofUsahd his naughty book ¢

Of course | have several gener ic travel guides &2 for Naples, the DK Eyewitness one and the
TimeOut City Guide ; and the DK Eyewitness Guide to Sicily & but these rely on visuals and tips about
accommodation, eating and travel w hich rapidly date

But the best briefing about the country freely available &thanks to the London Review of Books &
are the writings of the incomparable  Perry Anderson who has written, over the years, no fewer

than four major and incisive commentaries o n Italian society -

Land without Prejudice  (2002)

An Invertebrate Left  (2009)

An Entire Order _ (2009)

The Italian Disaster _ (2014)
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What is Missi ng?

| 8ve sentThahkabags Bydahn Hooper ( pr oduced in 2016 by the
correspondent in Italy) which | think is the only major title currently — missing from my library .

| also like the sound of A Literary Tour of Italy by Tim Parks. Thanks to Vlad a nd the newly re -
opened English Bookshop & the smallest Carturesti books tore dthe se 2 titles should be with me by
the start of Marché

Economi

I 8dm not a gofmoewls 6The aabmard sits forlornly unopened on my shelves but  this list of

ltaliannovels t el | s me | should read Ferrante if | am

A Critical German Redoubt 6 coming up for its century
Grand Hotel Abyss d the lives of the Frankfurt School (2016) is the sort of book which has me

salivatingé. it eiindividudisavhoscane togethe fin Gefmany in 1923 in an unusual
multi-di sci plinary institute; and used what came t
sense of the social, political and economic turbulence then being experienced in Europe and

Rus si aé. .. Evi ctafiadonly g detabieethethen maved to the States where their

survey work focused initially on  trying to understand the Nazi takeover and then on cultural aspects
of their adopted country 8 at least until 1949 when Adorno and Horkheimer returned to Frankf urt,
managing to attract a young Juergen Habermas to their ranks. The denazification process was,
understandably an initial focus of their work there but, as the political momentum for this quickly

faded, their focus on unders tanding the new forces of capi talism was renewed.

Such figures, however, as

Herbert Marcuse and Erich

Fromm stayed behind to plough
their distinctive radical furrows

in the USA 9 which bore fruit in
the heady 60s when their

writings indeed were far more
influential in 60s Germany th an
those of Adorno and co at the
Frankfurt school. | vividly
remember the anger of the
Mar xi st students
Freie University when | spent 2
summer months in Berlin in 1964
danditwas Marcuse & 0 ©On e
Di mensi on hithwasaomed
of the crystallis ing text for

them.

Adorno died in 1969 but the Institute operates to this day aif with little of the global influence it
had i n its Herthdsg who aantshéir .analysis in small bites, t he excellent Aeon
magazine had an article about the school with the appropriate title 0 How the Fr ankfurt school
diagnosed the ills of western civilis _ation

spending

0 be knc
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The author of Grand Hotel Abyss, Stuart Jeffries, is one of many who have penned the history of

this school ¢ although he may be the first English journalist so to do. Many Germans have been down
this road eg The Frankfurt School & by Wiggershaus (1995); and at least 2 American scholars 8 with
The Dialectical Imagination _ (Martin Jay 1973) ; and Rethinking the Fra nkfurt School 8 alternative
legacies of cultural critique ; ed JT Nealon and C Irr (2002)

Jeffriesd book has anodwhixhlisgd (domaof) thdse Hdodks oddput,aplh y

discovered them, | wondered why he had not thought to offer a comment in (say) the Introduction
to helpusunderstandwhat exactly his new book offers that is diff el
i magine that he feels that a journalistic approach wil |

0 but have to confess that |  find his language, on occasion, a bit ellipticifn ot cr ypti c é.

In these times, however, ito6s useful for a British aud,i
hundredyears,t hi s I nstitute has been articulating a differen
But | often had the feeling in the first half of the b ook that he would have preferred to be writing

about Walter Benjaminéé. whose various writings are g

colleagues at the School 9 eg Early Writings 1910 -1917; Reflections & essays, aphorisms,
autobiographical writing s (1978); and Selected Writings volume 2 part 2 (1931 -1934) & perhaps
because Benjamin was actually a journalist

| was also disappointed that, apart from a solitary paragraph, the book fai led to make the
connection with the group of New Left writers who have been active in Britain from 1960 to the
present dparticularlywith t he ocul tural wingod whi @fitishfCentrenfat expr essi on

Cultural Studies from 1964 until its demise in 2002.  British Cultural Studies 8 an introduction by
Graeme Turner (1990) offers a good treatment of their work.

Admittedly, the Frankfurt School had a 40 year start on the Brits but, for some re ason itd the
French whose influence permeates UK cultural studies (as Tur n e r 0 shovispdavith only Gramsci
challenging this. Germans such as Adorno, Marcuse and Habermas simply made no impact on the
BritséWhy i s tThéRankfurt®aham dland British cultural Studies 8 a missed
articulation _is an interesting article whi ch expl ores this questionéé

Let me finish with an excerpt from  an interview with the autho r of Grand Hotel Abyss _ (and
recommend that you read the full interview)

What legacies has the Frankfurt School left us? And which thinkers do you regard as its inher itors?
They were certainly attentive to how culture changes us and can be a force for change. In the 1930s
Benjamin imagined that cinema, for instance, by using jump cuts and close ups, would change our
perspectives on reality and so might have a revolutio nary potential; a few years later, Adorno and
Horkheimer wrote of Hollywood as if it were a totalitarian tool of oppression akin to the Nazi film studio

UFA.
One Frankfurt School legacy, then, then is to make us think about the politics of culture. For t hem, art
is never just for artds sake, and entertainment i s never |

seriously, the Frankfurt School opened up new lines of thinking. Without them, all the stuff that

happened in a little corner of Frankfur t & s n dityof Birmingham (the now -defunct Centre for Cultural

Studies) wouldndt have been conceivable and our approach
be sure, the likes of Richard Hoggart, Stuart Hall and Raymond Williams saw culture very differ ently
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_for_Contemporary_Cultural_Studies
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.469.4445&rep=rep1&type=pdf
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https://pages.gseis.ucla.edu/faculty/kellner/Illumina%20Folder/kell16.htm
https://www.londonreviewbookshop.co.uk/blog/2016/9/stuart-jeffries-qa

from Adorno, Horkheimer and Marcuse. They followed the Frankfurt School in seeing culture as a key
instrument of political and social control, but, unlike the Germans, appreciated how the culture industry
could be aberrantly, even rebelliously decoded, by its mass consumers and that popular sub -cultures
might subvert the culture industry in a form of immanent critique.

Further Reading
Googling the bookd s  ttdok nie énto references about the rather different British approach to
cultural stud ies and about the New Left. The first New Left in Britain _ captures all that rather well

Memories of Political So ciology

My last post was bout the recent book - Grand Hotel Abyss dwhose title referstoth e accusation
of the Marxist philosopher Gyoérgy Lukacs (and others) that the Frankfurt School dived in a beautiful
and comfortable hotel on the edge of an abys 6 | am indebted to a revie wer on the Amazon site for the
further clarificati  on that &

- they were Marxist or neo -Marxist theoreticians who lived a comfortable academic life but, with the
exception of Marcuse, kept aloof from party politics and political struggle;

- part of the rea son for this was that both in the United States an d later in Germany they did not want to
provoke the government or imperil funds they received from some wealthy supporters or res earch
contracts they received from government departments;

- they contented t hemselves with analysis and understanding, but did not believe it was possible to change
society because they thought the working class was not capable of revolution (explained partially in
psychoanalytical terms by Erich Fromm);

- they distrusted the poli tical left for an authoritar ~ ianism that was as bad as that of the Right;

- in exile in America, they saw some similarities not only between the control mechanism of Hitlerian

fascism and Stalinist communism but evenerbaeditwasenerelt hem and
that G oebbels and Zhdanov were more open about what they were doing;

- they thought that capitalism was no longer likely to self -destruct;

- the task now was to study these control mechanisms that kept it in place - mechanisms which went far

beyond merely economic ones and that to understand them required a wider interdisciplinary cultural

approach

This approach was the essence of Critical Theory. Not least by giving the book its title, Jeffries seems to
agree with many of these charg es, although he values many of the insights, critiques and influences of the
School. Jeffries shows us the divisions within the Frankfurt School d notably that between Marcuse on
the one hand and Adorno and Horkheimer on the other over the student revolt o f 1967 to 1969, and that
bet ween the older founding generation with its profound and radical pessimism and the younger, more

cautiously optimistic one, represented by Habermas, who, a
School oOback $d6om the abys
The pragmatic Brits wer e impervious to the writings of the Frankfurt School d although they were,

for reasons | fail to understand. seduced in the 80s by the charms of such Gallic poseurs as Sartre,
Foucault, Baudrillard, Derrida and the improbably  -named Lyotard

But Adorno was in fact one of the authors, in 1950, of a famous book  The Authoritarian Personality

(1950) which was one of the first of a stream of books produced int he immediate post - war

period to try to make sense of the power of the totalitarian mode includng Hannah Arendt &s
The Ori gins of Totalitarianism _(1951)a nd J T T Bhke @rigins@fiTotalitarian Democracy ; (1952)
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They were required reading on the small Political Sociology class | took under Zevedei Barb u- a
Romanian who had defected in 1948 from the Romanian Legation in London and who had  himself
produced in 1956 Democracy and Dictatorship , attempt ing to explore the insig hts from combining
both social p sy c h o.Yoo cayreaa tha entgecbook at the ligkybét, be warned, the
mixture of the depth and (linguistic) width of his reading; personal style; and awareness of the

scale of his ambi tion does not make for e asy reading. This is an original work which requires slow

reading!!
Barbu was a great teacher 8 it was he who introduced me to Weber, Durkheim and Tonnies o}
let alone Michels and Pareto 9 all of whose insights still resonate with me.

Indeed it was almost certainly B a r blectures which led me to register at the LSE in 1964 for a

one-year MSc in Political Sociology o focusing on the development of post -war democracy in

Germany. But | had also been powerfully influenced by Ralf Dah  rendorf whose dClass and Class
Conflict in Industrial Society 6had come out in 1959 and who was just ab
and Democr acy 196%) a6k indeaal four® myself registered with no less a figure than

Ralph Miliband & of Parliamentary Democracy fame.

Sadly, | blew this opportunity &1 was so lo nely in London that | soon scurried back to the family

hearth and then had 3 -4 jobs (including, ironically, a couple in London) before landing an academic
position back in the West of Scotlandé. And | regret
Barbu 0 admittedly quite a private person in those days. As students we never knew of his

background & we never asked, of course 08 but, as this vignette (which | discovered recently )

indicates , he was not someone to flaunt his distinctive experience.

Apparently he left Britain in 1973  dto take up a Professorial post in Brazil where he died in 1993 o}
somewhat marginal i sed it sed¢mdmé gH auhatth®sesnsyememberedin modern
Romanian academiadwith this 2 012 ar t i c | e quotimg hinfeatensivielg and a 2014 tribute
here (in Romanian)
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The Stateeée. Again

I have been writing about organisational change for sol
May 1968) to the town council of a shipbuilding town on the River Clyde d representing the interests
of th ose whose lives were so fundamentally affected by both the ships and the municipality . lwas
appalled by the way o0t he | oc aithloltagitises6 ontvarieua cammhignish e m; wo |

and self -help groups; became interested in the urban change literature; and wrote of t he need for

reform.

That led to the chairmanship of its social work committee and, a few years later, to a key position in

anewRegion responsible for crucial servida&fmmwhicsed by half
position | helped launchaninnovat i ve strategy of inclusioné

It was this experience which, 15 years later, persuaded the World Health Organ (WHO) to let me
loose in the newly -liberated countries of Central Europe & thereby starting my career as an
international consultant in whatyoumigh t cal | ocapacitydé devel opment or 0p

Books are a frequent trigger for the musings here 0 last autumn, a small b ook actually inspired me

to pose no fewer than 16 critical questions about the operation of the modern state. The questions

included the following -

- Why is the state such a contested idea?

- Where can we find out how well (or badly) public services work?

- How do countries compare internationally in the performance of their public services ?

- Has privatisation lived up to its  hype?

- what alternatives are there to state and private provision

- why do governments still spend mega bucks on consultants?

-1'f we want to i mprove the way a public service operat e

Rather than answering the questions di rectly, | chose to give a brief summary of how each question
had been treated; and identified 2 -3 books which | considered made t he best job of answering each
guestion & ensuring that each title had a good hyperlink.

| returned early in the year to the issue and wrote the following 6 posts which are included in the
pamphlet - 0Reforming the State 6 .

Title of post Motive for wri ting
Crafting Public After decades of following this field, | suddenly realised how few books exist
Management & why are by actual practitioner s (who number millions). Ar

practitioners so shy? writerséembarras shesg?@? or just too

oOLetting the Anglo-Saxons have | ong had an amindesddhkeye nt
I n6? A story treat the subject much astheyhavete nded to treat sexé.

academic tribes

The state of the State Almost30ye arsago, 0t he et atmpl oded i ndanctmetkay guestidhu r o
people were asking in those countries then was the shape it needed to take for its new
function under capitalism . What happen ed?
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https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e475c8_eeb449d6412a4d2e898d13eb8e18c164.pdf

How did admin istrative | realised that my writing style is too complicated d and decided to

reform get to be so experiment with this sort of tableé..
sexy? _ o . .
Nb in 2012 | was complaining that it was too boring!!
https://nomadron.blogspot.com/2012/11/why _ -is-public-managementso-boring.html

The Politics of reform Why does everything have to be black or white? The origins and essence of
ONew Public 6Management
A Rare glimpse of our My library on public admin reform efforts of the past 40 years is pretty

Nei ghbour s A|extensivedl write here about the best of t

Crafting effective public management d why are practitioners so

shy?

If you w ant to understand a subject, would you rather choo  se something written from a theoretical

standpoint 8or from a practitionerds? Most peopl e, I suspect,
in reality, we land up with the former. Who, for example, trusts political memoirs?

For an understanding of politics  we look to academics 0 or at least to those few who write clearly
and coherently. And | have to say they tend to be found in history departments rather than
departments of politics (or of social scienc  es such as economics, geography). Although there are
honourable exceptions such as David Runciman, Mark Blyth and Danny Dorling)

Management literature is slightly different 0 despite its pretensions,itishar dl'y a soci al 0sci €
offering an inter -disciplinary approach. Which means a highly selective one which use case -studies

to weave plausible narratives and O0theorieso (ie tell
large number of autobiographies by - and hagiographies about - the business elite.

Tens (if not hundreds) of thousands of books have been produced in recent decades about efforts
to reform state structures globally. When | started my own reform efforts in the early 1970s we
had only Peter Drucker (and perhaps Machiavelli) to guide us o ther e were literally no books

available on the question of managing governmed&dt bodie:
which | tried to summarise recently in a booklet OReformingthe State 6 (whi ch is actually
for a couple of books | am putting together to try to give a practitionerds. view of re

For every thousand academics writing about public  management reform, there will be at most one

with prac tical experience. | actually know of only a handful of consultants who have written about

their craft 0 Michael Barber , John Seddon and Ed Straw_d& all of whom are strongly selling their

particular version of t he truth. Why such shyness?é.. Are we consu
too overwhelmed by the complexity of everyday events to feel able to offer theories? Or perhaps

lacking the necessary disci pline in writing and language???
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Crafting Effective Public Administration d reflections from central europe  (2018) is my attempt to

meet this huge gap inthe litera t ur e . ltds been al most a d&evithane i n t he n
account of the circumstances which led me to develop this strange passion for organizational
interventionsé. .|t then moves to an overview of the wr|

befo re outlining how reform got underway in the UK and US  from 1965 -1995. The follows some 60
pages of ONotes on key readingsdé which can be skimmed
0State Building in oi-dpabvi ossthegipane sadNISPAgeS esent ed to
Conference at t he Bl aothe Békars - Why a2 thd riew EWniembekstates so

i mpervious to public concerns?06 are some more recent t|
Funds in the Lower Danube area.
Itisin fact one oft  wo texts I'm writing on the subject - the next one sum marises my various

reform efforts of the past 50 years and tries to draw the lessons from them....

Bringingt he St at e 20 B asoky about & Academic Tribes

| was conscious that | had
left the first & and most
difficult - of my 16 questions
unanswered namely - what do

| we really mean when we talk
about oO0the stateod?
| was actually in a good
position to g ive a coherent
answer 0 for 50 years my

focus has been on the
workings of local and central
government from my position
as both a lecturer on public
management issues (17 years);
local and regional politician
actually managing programmes
and local state pe rsonnel (22
years); and, finally, a similar
number of years as an international consultant to some 10 national governments .

But, despite all this, | felt inadequate to the task dand didnét even try to answe
guestioné. |l just Il eft it hangingé.

Letm e try to explainwhy €& é é

When | started in academia and local politics (both in 1968), things were simple 0 atleast in my
teaching role. Public administration was basically legalistic 8 the first books with a managerial
bent only started to appear in the e arly 70s (Peter Drucker was the only management book easily
available then!!). But American materialfrom Pr esi dent J o WaromwmRodédy programme
had started to trickle over from the At lantic & particularly Dilemmas of Social Reform (1967) &
coinciding with the student revolutions of 1968.

0 P a rptaitci begarde all the rage 0 even the British government felt obliged to start its own (small)
community development project .
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| lapped all of this up & not least because, with the hel p of the Rowntree Foundation, | was managing

a community action project whose work fed into the ambitio us social strategy some of us developed
afewyearslater f or Eur opeds | ar ges tHerRisaniearly @aper vehich elpoessest y é .
how | was in those days tryingt o make sense of what | saw as a huge "democratic deficit" in the

Local State . In this | was assisted by the  extensive political science literature on  the structure of

power in US cities which had started in the mid 50s

Urban sociolo gists and a few geographers suddenly found the city a site worthy of their critical

attention. Land-use was changing dramatically as he avy industry collapsed & to the detriment of the

people in areas which, for a time, were called o0tradit:
to explore embarrassing concepts such as industrial 0O Wl
oworské;rtaoond ocus on how oO0the | ocal statedé treated the p

But the language many of the se young academics used was Marxist; the concepts pretty tortuous;
and so interest in the locality fairly quickly faded é .

Bob Jessop is probably the best -known writer on the State & producing The Capitalist State -
Marxist theories and methods  in 1982; and State Theory & putting capitalist states in their place in
1990. Both are difficult to read 0 his conclusion to the second book and this article on State Theory
0 past, present and future _ are probably the best things to look at to get a sense of his co  ntribution
0 particularly the last and most recent which can be seen as a flier for his latest book of the same
title .

In1985an i nt eresting article mapped the thinking about o0th
the war to the late 70s 0 at least from the American perspective  (little Marxist text was

mentioned). The article was by a political scientist (with a political sociolo gy bent) but the title she

chose, Bringing the state back in __, was rather curious _since this was precisely the period wh en

Margaret Thatcher was making _privatisation fashionable (and soonglobaland t he Thédr ase 0
Washington Consensus6 was just about to balyiodPMmtattheWorld ®Wanlks | ndeed
rowed back from its apparent mission of  sinking the State - and published its apologia in The State

in a Changing World. So all | can imagine is that Skopcol was allowing the state dback into 6 some

academic debaheéreal world it was being evicted and r e|]

Thi s di dBoldXessap tfranpreprising the title  in 2001 - but taking itin a completely

different approach  dwith his sub -t i t revésions, rejections a nd redirections 6 gi vi ng a good se
of the drift of his (largely incoherent) analysis . This seemed to focus almos t entirely on disputes

between European Marxist sociologists & and certain ly ignore d the corpus of work which political

scientists on both sid es of the Atlant ic were doing on, for example, the state and dVarieties of

Capitalism . This succinct 2007 _article by Vivien Schmidt showed the sort of analysis which the

Mar xi st s h aldthemmeansineech éamous American soci ologist had been developing this

very useful Reading Guide to theories of the state

You can see how different all this is from  the questions | was exploring last autumn d questions,
of course, which dondt s e eadhany intedesttothe  sociologists nor even (strangely!) to
the academic political scientists 0 although there are a few exceptions such as Matt Flinders .
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The questions | posed last autumn have been of interest mainly to a  (declining ?) tribe of public
management tpeaplesuchsas Ghés Hood and Chris Pollitt, a political sociologist (Guy
Peters) and, to a lesser extent, politica | scientists such as Rod Rhodes Rhodes achieved quasi-guru
status in his particular tribe by virtue of his development first of the 0 H o lidg-®w t Besid of
modern government ; and then of his anthropological approach to political science 8 best expressed
in his 2010 book with Mark Bevir - The State as Cultural Practice  which basically seems to tell us
that o0itds all in our mindsd!!

This is not the firstt  ime | have here accused academics of confusing us all (and themselves) with
their failure to talk across discip  linary borders & here is a hint about how the State is treated by

the various academic disciplinesé.

Discipline Core assumption Most Famous exponents (not
necessarily typical')

Sociology Struggle for power Durkheim, Max Weber, Talcott Parsons, C

Wright Mills, Robert Merton, Herbert
Simon, Peter Berger, A Etzioni, Ralf
Dahrendorf , Z Bauman, Michael Mann.
Michael Burawoy

Economics Rational choice Adam Smith, Schumpeter, Keynes, P
Samuelson, M Friedmann, J Stiglitz, P
Krugman

Political science Rational choice (at least since Robert Dahl, Gabriel Almond, David Easton, S

the 1970s) Wolin, Peter Hall, James Q Wilson, David

Held, Bo Rothstein , Francis Fukuyama

Geography ?? Mackinder, David Harvey, Nigel Thrift, Danny
Dorling

Public management Mixed Woodro w Wilson, Chris Hood, Chris Pollitt,
Guy Peters, G Bouckaert,

Anthropology shared meaning B Malinowski, Evans-Pritchard, Claude Levi-

Strauss, Margaret Mead, Mary Douglas, Chris
Shore, David Graeber

Political economy draws upon economics, political JK Galbraith, Susan Strange, Mark Blyth,
science, law, history, sociology etal | \Wolfgang Streeck, Geoffrey Hodgson, Yanis
to explain how political factors Varoufakis

determin e economic outcomes. '

Excerpt from The State as Cultural Practice é dn this book, Rhodes gives quite a succinct summary
of previous approaches

First, they believed the state expressed, or at least could express, the common good of a people bound
by cultural and ethnic ties. Second, they thou  ght the social sciences could explain the character of any
particular state through a historical narrative about the emerging political organization of a cultural and

ethnic natio n. Third, they believed that representative institutions, perhaps alongside a constitutional
monarchy, could enable citizens to hold accountable political actors who embodied, acted on, and
safeguarded the common good of the nation

€.t he i dea asfan ethical orgahisamtisealien to most of us. It was decisively undermined by the
First World War, which eroded faith in progress and, so, in developmental historicism. The war led
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American and British scholars to distance themselves from the German phil osophy and political science

that was the basis for much of this theory of th e state.

If the state is not an ethical organism, how should we think about it? If political scientists can no longer

believe in developmental historicism, how can they make sens e of the state?

Throughout the twentieth century most political scientists responded to these questions in ways

indebted to modernist -empiricism and positivism. Modernist -empiricists see the state as a set of formal

and informal institutions and behaviour, and they try to explain these institutions by appealing to

ahistorical structures, classifications, correlations, and mechanisms.2 Behaviouralists are far more

critical of the concept of the state, often ::6éjecting i

Political theory combined moral philosophy and constitution  al history with the theory of the state. From
moral philosophy, it inherited the idea of training young elites to take their place in the world by

teaching them a canon of great texts. From co  nstitutional history, it inherited a concern to study law,
authority, and institutions through the study of legal and historical documents. From the theory of the
state, it inherited a concern with classifications of types of government and institutions.

The rise of modernist -empiricism and the new empirical topics i n the first half of the twentieth century
did not challenge this approach to political theory. A view of science as fact gathering and objective
reporting gave political scientists no reasont 0 question the epistemic standing of historical research.
While fewer and fewer political scientists outside the subfield of political theory did historical research,

they did not see their theory colleagues as obstacles to a scientific discipline. To the contrary, political
theory complemented the rest of political sc  ience. Political theory gave students both a historical survey
of ideas set against the backcloth of evolving institutions, and a guide to the concepts used by

contemporary political scientist s. Thus, the generalist scholar still flourished. Barker (1915, 1944 and
1956) in Britain and Friedrich (1941 and 1952) in America wrote about both political ideas and
institutions. They produced comparative institutional studies, histories of ideas, trans lations of canonical

texts (Aristotle 1946; Kant 1949), and many  other works. Modernist -empiricism offered little warning of
the theoretical departures that positivism later inspired in American political science.

Positivist theory took varied formsint  he different subfields of political science. In the study of

American politics, the most famous theoretical product of behaviouralism was a new version of pluralism,
best illustrated by Dahl = s classic A Preface to De mocratic Theory (1956). But it was inth e subfield of
comparative politics that positivist hopes were most ambitious.

Comparative politics underwent a dramatic expansion in size, scope, prestige, and funding as America
became a superpower engaged in the co Id war, competing for the allegiance of  the new nations that
emerged from decolonization in Africa and Asia. When Friedrich and Finer crafted new analytic

frameworks for comparative study in the inter -war decades, they grounded their categories in the

hist orical experiences of Europe and America é €&

If the behaviouralists brought anything new to the critique of the state, it derived precisely from their
positivist concept of general theory based on observable phenomena. The behaviouralists argued that
the core life of a society should not be sough tin the empirically mysterious and dubiously intelligible
entity called the state. They thought the social sciences should study empirically observable activities
and behaviour. Easton (1953: 108), a doyen of the mo vement, argued that the state is dispens ible in
political science since it is empirically unknowable
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What can be said about the state of the State??

| realise that the last few posts have

tested the patience of my readers. But

the last one (however tortuous its
construction ) was actually quite important

in its conclusion that the 5 -6 academic
disciplines we have come to rely on to make
senseoftheworld have made a
breakfast of the job whe n it comes to the
issue of the role of the State in the
contemporary world

Libertarian and anarchistic readers _, |
grant you, are noti nterested in questions
such as the shape, strength, role or future
of the State dthey just want to get it off
their backs.

But most of us  still look to government
for various types of protection d if not
for things such as health and the

education of our children

And t his is the blog of someone who, a bit — P 3 RS
like Candide, has been trying to understan d the role of government (and the shape an d meaning of
the State) for some 50 years 0 as a thoroughly practical question & admittedly well -versed in what

was initially the smallbody | i t er at ur e on 0 p u Wwhich ,afteatlderh990si slecamea o n 6
tsunamiaboutd publ i ¢ management 6

But try ing to have a conversation about this not so much with academics as with real people 9

whet her officials, political coll eagues or, |l atterly,

I t s i opentahdariguiring spirit that | draft this post for those who actually want to
explore the question dHow can the State realistica lly perform better  for the average citizen ? 6

28 years ago, after all , & he State 6imploded in central Europe & and the key question people were
actually asking in those countries thenwas the shapeit neededto take for its new function

under capitalism é . .  Nhadheen prepared for this moment dwhat little discussion had taken
place about reshaping core institutions of the state  in the 70 s and 80s were academic and had
actually been the other way around & about how the transition from capitalism to socialism  would be
managed Not that this deter red tens of thousands of advisers from descending on central

European capitals in the early 90s and dispensing their advice (f ull disclosure - | was one of them! )

We basically could be divided into two groups 6t he Omi ssi onariesd6 whose mission
shake-oil of privatisation andthei dea of Oatshteatned@nidm t he Omeracesedar i es 6 wh
rather on the mechanics of building up the n(e® institu:
my paper Missionaries and mercenaries).
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More to the point, in 19 99 | wrote a book which was effectively a calling card for the officials with
whom | would be working in Central Asian where | worked until 2007 - In Transit _d notes on good
governance (1999) | find it stands up pretty well to the test of time éé.

Twenty years later, i t s not unr askiow tha debate panmed out  dnot just in central
Europe -a full 10 of these years have been years of austerity for people in West ern Europe whose
governments engaged in major cutbacks of state programmes and activities  ; have increasingly
divested themselves of responsibilities (in favour of the private sector) o and/or autom ated their
activities in various forms ofE -gover nment é.

Let 0 s 1997 &se starting point 0 this was the year when the World Bank published The State in

a Changing World - a more measured discussion of what the stat e was good for than had be en

possible under the full -scale Washington Consensusof t he previ ous decadeé.

- That report looked at the contrast between the scope of state activities and  their effectiveness

(or result s). It argued that states needed to concentrate on those activities which only they can

carryout it called this the oOcapabilitiesdéd approachéé.

- That, of course, is a very technical approach. It says nothing about intentions die the extent to

whichthose 0in chargedé are seri ous thygpublingoedrbeés.t ed i n t he pul
- But lots of analysts will tell us that such a pursuit is doomed to failure o Rabbie Burns putit well

when hewrote 0 T hbest-l ai d pl ans o069 maywetgranslgt edtasw ol i fe is one |
FE***x U p 5]

One of my favourite writers - AO Hirschmann 6 actually devoted a book ( 6The Rhetoric of Reaction ¢)
to examining three arguments conservative writers use for dismissing the hopes of social reformers

- the perversity thesis holds that any purposive action to improve some feature of the political,

social, or economic order only serves to exacerbate the condi_tion one wishes to remedy .

- The futility thesis argues that attempts at social transformation will be unavailing, t hat they will
simply fail to omake a dent

- the jeopardy thesis argues that the cost of the proposed change or reform is too high as it

endangers some previous, precious accomplishment .

And indeedé..we ignore these ar gumesualitesooftenallowr peril é. S
their hopes to masquerade as serious argumentsé.

Most of us (at least of my generation) would like to return to the days, if not of trains running on

time, of what we saw as trust worthy (if not totally reliable) st at e s eWevhave leesoéne aware

of the illusion and downright perversity of the talk of

Sadly, however, Pandor ad soabafiendcaadredieagub esedddpotg e d o r
OWe are where we ared6éé

- IT, social media and surveillance are hard (and ever more de veloping) realities é .

- Public debt has soared simply because governments considered that banks were too big to fail and
0socialised6 their |l osses

- demographic and economic (let alone technological) trends put even more strain on public budgets

Of course, each country has been and remains__very different __ in public expectations of the
State.
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- The public in Northern Euro pean countries still trust the State and its various custodians and

public servants dal t hough the o0third simgotaatin@Coufiressuchbhsway s been
Germany (eg health insurance).

- Southern European countries such as ltaly are completely diff —erent & with family and informal

networks being the dominant influence. Spain still has a residue of an anarchist streak 0 partic ularly

in the Basque and Catalonia regions & and therefore a strong cooperative sector.

- Central and Eastern European countri es suffer from the worst of all worlds o with public

services such as education and health chronically underfunded and the privat e sector taking up the

slack for all but the poorest groups; and no cooperative or voluntary sector worth talking about.

Even the church in Romania is funded by taxation!!

The communist and imperialist heritages - the different approaches to
analysing reform

National How to make state bodies effective Fast privatisation (not least of
and accountable to citizens ina Nick Manning media empires) has created new
governance culture use d to party control and Tony Verheijen patrimonial regimes impervioust o
(communist which, since 1989, has seen the state Mungiu-Pippidi citizen control. European
legacy) apparatus systemically co rrupted by Structural Funds have deepened
corporate power the corruption.
National Robert Chambers Global aid and consultancy is a
Duncan Green massive multi-billion industry
governance reducing patrimonial power Matt Andrews which seems impossible to reform.
(imperialist Tom Carrothers Fashionable nostra come and go &
legacy) with the local regimes firmly in
control é.

It was a single book last year 8 Dismembered; how the attack on the state harms us all 8 which

started me off on a series of posts which led to my little E -book on the subject 0Reforming the

State 6 . Noone r eal | yitisanleasybuttt lnfgokes and has an increasingly malevolent

side in the surveillance state.

Butitcannotbeleft si mply to subsideé. Eit her dwhichlweuk neechto i mpor t ant
be properly arti culated for these times and supported.

Or it has passed its sell -by date din which case we need to take more seriously the various mutual

or P2P alternativeswhich ar e mooted from time to ti meé.

Recommended Readinga bout ot he Statebo

- Government at a Glance 2017 ; A recent and very handy analysis of the scope and impact of public services.

Only for the 35 member states of OECD (so the Baltic States, Czechia, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia

are included & but not Bulgaria or Romania)

-Those who want a more detailed historical eéngressiigent can now
volumes which he introduces here . | never imagined that 700 page books entitled

The Origins of Political Order & from prehuman times to the French R __evolution: (2011) and

Political Order and Political Decay 6 from the industrial revolution to the Globalisation of Democracy ; (2014)

could be page-turne rs!

- Governance for Health (2012 WHO) A good overview of health indicators and coverage
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- Governancein the 21st century (2001 OECD) An interesting 0 if rather geeky - discussion of trends

- Globalisation and the State  (2000) ; a good (and short) overview article

- The State in a Changing World _(World Bank 1997) d the report that indicated the powerful World Bank had
had to eat some its scathing words about the role o f the state . But a bitlong & and geeky!!

- The Retre at of the State _; Susan Strange (1996) Susan Strange was one of the founders of International
Political Economy & and, for me, talked the most sense about the contours of the modern state d identifying,
for example, the importance of multi  -national companies (including the global consultancies; the Mafia; and the
technocrats of global institutions) , She also authored ¢&Casino Capitalism6(1986); dStates and Markets 6 (1988)
and dMad Money6 (1998)

- The Sources of social power 3 vol | history from the beginning to 1760AD __; Michael Mann (1986)

The first of what turned out to be a 4 vol umeconsttuctdng, remindi
only one of four types of power (political)  dthe other three being ideological, military and economic. Not an
easy read

- The Sociology of the State ; Bertrand Badie and Pierre Birnbaum (1983). A good non -Anglo-saxon view of the
subject

If I have to choose one, | would go for The Modern State by Christ opher Pierson (1996); Unlike most books
with such titles, this one is clearly written dif a bitboring 8 and seems to touch base with all relevant issues.
Hopefully it will soon be updated to absorb Fukutamads worKk

How did administrative reform get to be so sexy?
After some months of inertia but now back in the
mountain house, |l dm now ablie to take a
drafts w hich have been lying untouched since the end

of last year eg the material on the global efforts to

make state organisations m
been working on for quite some years.

So | have to be ruthless in my editing & particularly
since a lot o f new material was | introduced last

autumn & both a serie s of posts in the autumn _and
reflections from my last 4 projects.

o -

fresh Il ook at

AN A,

re effec

- ——),

A method | dve foundimfsfteecti ve i n
i1 stop reading when the text breaks away to
pursue another idea
1 reduce the argument of that section to a
short and distinctive statement
1 develop a table whose middle column
reproduces those statements

| find this both helps sharpen the text an d ensures
the material flows more smoothly. | applied the
method to the autumn series and got this  result - = -
T At |l east 8 very different groups have bee active i
efforts
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1 These are - academics, journalists, politicians, t hink-tankers, global bodies, senior officials,
consultants and an indeterminate group
1 each uses very different language and ideas 8 with academics being the most prolific (but

tending to talk in jargon amongst themselves; and therefore being ignored by th e rest of
us)

T I'n 1989 0t he s batt elbe@stumbh eelast ern eur opassess 20 yea
the huge efforts to make its operations more oeffec

1 15 question offer a key to the most interesting writing on the matter.
1 Different parts of  the world have their own very different approaches and ways of talking
about reform. English lang uage material has tended to dominate the literature; but
1 Scandinavians, Germans and French let alone South Americans, Chinese and Indians have
also developed important ideas and experience - of which English -speakers tend to be
blithely unaware.
T Twoverydi fferent oworld viewsdé have held us in thrall
more balanced (eg the oOnew public serviced) has bee
1 We seem to be overwhelmed by texts on reform experience  d but most written by
academics. Where are t he journalists who can help the public make sense of it all ?
1 Some old hands have tried to summarise the experience for us in short and clear terms. The
lesson, they suggest, is that Iittle has changed©é
1 Perhaps the time has come to give the doers a voice?

I O6m stil]l wor ki @whicbis culrehtly aboud 1@ padeslong and called How Did
Administrative Reform get to be so sexy?  Those interested in seeing it can access it on my website
her eé

The Politics of Reform

The world is an unruly place and has sometimes to be kept in order & whether by force or
persuasion. And presumably be cause of our need for simplification - the battle is generally between
two sides. Sun versu s earth; Catholicism v Protestantism; Cavaliers v Roundheads; Left v Right;
Christians v Muslims. Wh at t h ema iciad H e adn & éThbsk in the midylle 6 whether liberals

orgreens dgeneral 'y get ground down between such enmitiesé

So it has been for the past in my professional field - of what used to be called public administration

and is now better known as public management. Until 1980 things were actually quite boring - with
oOpubliimisdmati ond being | argely Il egalistic and a descr
oOmachinery of governmentdé in particular countries.

The subject had been a bit more interesting in the United States d at least at the end of the 19 ™
century when the bla tant collusion between big business and the political class made reform an
explosive issue. Indeed it actually led to the founding of public administration as we kn ow it d with
none less than Woodrow Wilson | eadi ng t he wayé.

In Britain, the politics may have beenmoremuted -but | et ds not forget that it w
charge of the Light Brigade in 1854 during the Crimean War which arguably created the conditions

which led to the creation of t __he British civil service system _ which remained intact for more than

100 years. A Royal Commission on the Civil Service (Northcote -Trevelyan) had been set up in the

early 1850s but had, frankly, been laboring until that military action exposed the disastrous nature
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of the aristocratic leadership in the country as a whole d it was the spark which led to the demands
for a more meritocratic approache.

And the early 1960s saw str ong questioning again of British administrative traditions d epitomized

in the establishment in 1966 of the Royal (or Fulton) Commission on the Civil Service which laid the

foundations to a much more managerial approach in the 1970s which became increasing ly aggressive

in the 1980s wunder Margar et ThdGvil 8ehvieerCo mmRissionda budcauCh a p man &
biography 1855-1991 (2005) is the best guide to thisprocess dal t hough B ThaRolitiset er s &

of Bureaucracy 0 an introduction to comparative public administration ; (1978) was probably the firs t

comparative and sociological approach to the subject.

But it was probably The Private Government of Public Money ; Hugh Heclo and Aaron Wildavsky
(1974) which first made this subject really sexy in Britain!

Coinciding (?), however, with the b NewdPabliciMarpagemdntét he Ber |
(NPM for short) signalled that we had a new ideology on our hands. Christopher Hood is credited
with having invented the term and described it very clearly in this 1995 article

New Public Management (NPM)

No. | Doctrine Meaning Typical Justification
1 Hands- on professional Visible management at the Accountabili ty requires clear
management of Public top; free to manage assignment of responsibility
Organisations
2. Explicit standards and Goals and targets defined Accountability means clearly
measures of performance and measured as indicators stated aims
of success
3. Greater emphasis on Resource allocation and Need to stress results rather
output controls reward s linked to than procedures
performance
4. Shift to disaggregation of Unbundle public sector into Make units manageable; split
units units organised by products provision and production ; use
with devolved budgets contracts
5. Greater competition Move to term contracts and Rivalry as the key to lower
tendering procedures costs and better standards
6 Stress on private sector Move away from military - Need to apply "proven” private
styles of management style ethic to more flexible sector management tools
practice hiring, pay rules, etc
7. Stress on greater Cut direct costs; raise labour Need to check resource
discipline and parsimony discipline demands; do more with less

How much is really new?

In all the ex citement of new rhetoric, it is all too easy to imagine that we are confronting these
issues for the first time: in fact argument about how to run government and public services goes
back many centuries and the present debates are in some ways a replay, in  different language, of
those debates. Whilst the technology and skills have certainly presented us with new opportunities,
perhaps a touch of humility or sense of history might help us in these frenetic times?
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1991 saw the publication of a particularly  interesting and strangely neglected book which took such
a perspective and managed to produce 99 different "solutions" which had been advanced at one
time or another to the issue of improving administrative performance.

If ever we needed a lesson in the need for a measure of scepticism toward the enthusiastic
marketing of the latest management fashion, we have it in the brief list of these 99 solutions -
many of which happily contradict one another. Sometimes the need for continuity in staffing is
str essed: sometimes the need for turnover. Sometimes openness; sometimes secrecy € é

Hood and Jackson suggest that we tend to use three general "stereotypes" in our thinking about
organisations -

Three classic organizational stereotyp es

Military Business Religious Stereotype
Stereotype Stereotype
Slogan Run it like the army Run it like a business | Run it like a monastic order
Work force Limited career Hired and fired Service for life
Motivation Fear of punishment Fear of dismissal Fear of damnation
Hope of honours Hope for m oney Hope for salvation
Control Audit of war Impersonal Faith; social acceptance
Objective Orders of day Profit Worked out at length in discussion
setting and reflection
Belief Obedience to Incentives tor educe | Lifetime internal commitment limits
leadership brings waste and search rash selfish ideas
efficiency for innovations

Hood and Jackson (1991)

The third column actually anticipates the various efforts which have been made in the past decade
to find a new synthesis to PA and NPM

Just how bad the writing can get in this subject is shown by A Handbook on Transformation and
Transitioning Public Se ctor Governance ; Emerson J Jones (2018)
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A rare glimpse of Neighboursdo Aff ai

For decades, tens of billions of euros have been poured each year by the EC into educational.

Cultural, scientific and cross -border European projects 0 such as the Erasmus and Inter_reg
programmes. Clearly these develop networks of interested individuals who 0 at least for the

duration of the programmes & have learned how things are done in different countries.

But , ametedlhérerseveraltimes ,t hi s hasndt obviously pr.oduced
Newspapers remain firmly national in their focus & despite t he valiant efforts of  Le Courrier

International toencour age an interest in their neighbourso

But no one has followed its example & although The Guardian does coo perate from time to time with
a few other European papers on special features.

Perhaps insular Britainis not t he best example (Die Zeit and Le

been better than t heeducaked Brijs cduld grobably elhy welittld more about
their European neighbours other than that Finnish schools and the French health syste m are the

best; that most European railway networks are vastly

and society are impeccable!

Of course, beneath the surface, there is a huge amount of European networking going on at

the level of profe  ssional associations & particularly universities whose various academic disciplines
still have the budgets to bring people together in Conferences, ne tworks and Programmes.

My own field of public administration , however, has had a fairly low profile compared with, for
example, the European Consortium for Political Research _ which boasts no fewer than 18,000
political sci entists in its ranks. True, thereisa  European Group for Public Administration  but the
link hardly indicates great activity and certainly the NISPAcee Annual Conference has seemed the
only place worth attending for me - with its focus on transition societ i e s é

In 2000 Chris Pollitt and Geert Bouckaert produced Public Management Reform; a comparative
analysis; new public management, Governance and the neo-Weberian state which rapidly became the
key reference for the subject in Europe. There was also this EC programme which also brought

r

S

af f

S

together some academics in PA from central and south -east ern eur opean wuniversitie

The problem perhaps is that public admin scholars

such different str  uctures, meanings and traditions i n the various European countries. And PA
scholars have also tended to be pragmaticpeople 8i n t he opositivist moul d

and

S

pick up on philosophical and 0 cBevirandRlodesdpapér §radiions c ho o |l s

and Governance (2003) and Fred Thom psond paper on The 3 faces of public managem ent (2008) are
two very rare fora ys into what was threatening to become a rather boring field too dominated,
frankly, by Anglo -Saxon thinking

Now an Italian scholar has somehow dramatically changed to break all of that open 0 Edoardo
Ongaro produced last year a fascinating -looking titte - Public Administration and Philosophy & an
introduction  (2017) & building on a comparative book he wrote in 2009 - Public Management Reform
and Modernization: Trajectories of Administrative Change in Ita ly, France, Greece, Portugal

and Spain (2009)

But he has now brought together in 63 chapters a massive and fascinating -looking collection - The
Palgrave Handbook of Public Administration and Management in Europe ; ed Edoard o Ongaro and
Sandra van Thiel (20 18) coming in at almost 1400 pages. This Google book excerpt covers most of

thefirst 100 odd pageséincluding, for the first ti me,

35

ngu

Eur c

C

Mo n d

«

f ocu:

I
<


http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/EN/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/
https://nomadron.blogspot.com/search?q=european+public+space
https://www.courrierinternational.com/
https://www.courrierinternational.com/
https://ecpr.eu/
https://egpa.iias-iisa.org/ABOUT.php
https://egpa.iias-iisa.org/ABOUT.php
https://books.google.ro/books?id=rei8DGQQoooC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=rei8DGQQoooC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.cocops.eu/
https://escholarship.org/content/qt0pv7z35s/qt0pv7z35s.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt0pv7z35s/qt0pv7z35s.pdf
http://journals.sfu.ca/ipmr/index.php/ipmr/article/viewFile/41/41
https://books.google.ro/books?id=vXovDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=vXovDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=vADd1-O9si4C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=vADd1-O9si4C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=vADd1-O9si4C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://searchworks.stanford.edu/view/12314377
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Palgrave-Handbook-Public-Administration-Management/dp/1137552689/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528632472&sr=1-1&keywords=the+palgrave+handbook+of+public+administration+and+management
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Palgrave-Handbook-Public-Administration-Management/dp/1137552689/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528632472&sr=1-1&keywords=the+palgrave+handbook+of+public+administration+and+management
https://books.google.ro/books?id=OsJADwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

the annexes on the different continental admin traditions (40 pages) with someone from one

continent reflecting on another's tradition. Chapter Two can also be found here

There have been other such collections 8 from Oxford, Routledge and Jossey -Bass | recall eg

Oxford Handbook of Public Administration _ (2003) & but this one seems in a league of its own in not

only its width and depth but the quality of the writini
tis the first really compreh ensive look at different aspects of managing public services in

different European countries!!

| dm sorely temutesgpitt®e buy 210 pound price tag (down fr

expected to pay upwards of 50 euros for  a 250 page specialistbook é. .so i tds a bargain!

Writing and Readingé. mainly
In the middle of the year, | got

very exercised by the craft of

writing & and first started to

raise the question of the future

of the bl ogé.

Three of the early posts in  this
section focus on Brex it d and the
4 last one is a rare comment on
T umpds anticsé
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http://amor.cms.hu-berlin.de/~h0598bce/docs/1-ongaro_proofs.pdf
http://www.apubb.ro/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Public_Administration_Guy_Peters.pdf

Title of post

[N

Why | wrote I

In Praise of Blogging

it may be a narcissistic indulgence & but blogging does discipline the mind,
helps develop a good memory and allows archiving é

The reassertion of the
oNat-iSemt ed?

What exactly is Brexit asserting itself against
nationalism?? And for? English identity?

d globalisation? Supra-

Bored with Brexit

The rest of Europe has become bored with Brexit

Chaos Looms The Britis h governmentstarts t o prepare for oO0No D
(August)
Whywe need hea|thy Fiftyyearsago, we di dndt need invitingdwebadgiet i n
scepticism & not corrosive model s and change yvas in the air é. ieplaeingo |
. we thought, and we were the ones to do it.

cynicism How different things are fifty years on! Cynicism has been at full blast for at least

the past decade & with politicians dismissed asself -ser vi ng and wusel
Ten tricks for fast Somebodyneeds to cal l-exmrlaeasdioomésedrfd int

reading

self -discipline!

A Priceless Guide

A shameless bit of marketing for my draft book -
dDispatches to the next generation 0 the short version 6

Naked economists

Wedre so over whel unthelglobaycrisis that ktlsoughtlit o
about time someone did a short annotated bibliography

Thanks to my Friends

The bl og has st ut t eThesddags,|bdedwritingwhgh jolteraer é0.
not for its own sake but to help identify minds which | ook at the world in original
ways - but which also understand that clear language is an essential tool for such
originality

Vignette of a post

i ndustri al t

oW

Reflections from abroad - on my home-town

The future of the Blog

Some choices

In Praise of t he Butterfly Why | blog

RIP Leonard Cohen

The Writer 6s ( inthehands of a skilful writer or journalist d the words and conversations
of ordinary people can be moul ded in

The US as a rogue nation On Trumpds WKsit to the

37



In Praise of Blogging

The word o0blogdé has become so ubiquitous a tedm that wi
oweb | ogd6. An VehWidblog surveys tbesveri pf blogging and gives this account of the

second term &

A shipbés | og owes its name to a small wooden board, often
attached to a line and thrown over the stern. The weight of the log would keep it in the same place in the

water, like a provisional anchor, while the ship moved away. By measuring the length of line used up in a

set period of time, mariners could calculate the speed of their journey (the rope itself was marked by

equidistant @lksgt sné@ afs @ r e mevayage progressedathe €durisepcange to be marked

down in a book that was called a log.

In journeys at sea that took place before radio or radar or satellites or sonar, these logs were an

indispensable source for recording w hat actually happened. They help ed navigators surmise where they

were and how far they had travelled and how much longer they had to stay at sea. They provided

accountability to a shipbds owners and tradersossiiihey were
Away from land, therew as usually no reliable corroboration of events
in the middle of an expanse of blue and grey and green; and in long journeys, memories always blur and

facts disperse. A log provided as accura te an account as could be gleane d in real time.

It continues 0

As you read a log, you have the curious sense of moving backward in time as you move forward in pages fi
the opposite of a book. As you piece together a narrative that was never intended as one, it seems i and
isfi more truthful.

Logs, in this sense, were a form of human self -correction. They amended for hindsight, for the ways in
which human beings order and tidy and construct the story of their lives as they look back on them. Logs
require a letti ng-go of narrative because they do not allow for a knowledge of the ending. So they have
plot as well as dramatic irony f the reader will know the ending before the writer did.

How Blogging improves your Life

Of course, blogging is seen by many as a bitnar cissistic-a r ef |l ecti on of the o0sel fiet
i néBut there are blogqdalagrdhatblodgpok. ¢l fme! 6 ones and bl
which few can understandé. . An Oneiatademia bloggeefamoyslyu i nt o t r o
found himself o ut of work as a result of his blogging (in the early days) and wrote to tell the tale o}

inA__ Bl ogMpeifesto

| would like to hope that readers co me to my site looking for some originality o be it the diversity

of the topics (and experiences ) the posts deal with; the thematic summaries (eg on memoirs or

mountain villages); the range of the references in the hyperlinks; the glimpses of rarely seen

painting traditions and, who knows, perhaps even the celebration of good writing

One writer offers no less than 15 justif ications for why people should blog . | would go with nine -
1. Y o u & | |bettereahinkem e. Bewause the process of writing includes recording thoughts on paper,
the blogging process makes you question what you thought you knew. You will delve deeper in to the
matters of your life and the worldview th  at shapes them.

2. Youd |l Ibetteravdter me 8 omce, that is, you start to reread your material or get feedback
whi ch shows your text was ambiguousé
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http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/11/why-i-blog/307060/
https://archive.org/details/ABloggersManifestoFreeSpeechAndCensorshipInTheAgeOfTheInternet
http://www.becomingminimalist.com/15-reasons-i-think-you-should-blog/

3 . Y o u dnhote infentianal lifea . Once you start writing about your life and the thoughts th at shape
it, youdll begin thinking more intentionally about who yo
what you see or not. And that just may be reason enough to get started.

(@]

4. Youdldneyd vmedniogiul things . By necessity,bloggi ng requires a filter. It
possible to write about every event, every thought, and every happening in your life. Instead, blogging is

a never-ending process of choosing to articulate the most mean ingful events and the most important

thoughts. T his process of choice helps you develop an eye for meaningful things.

5. I t O | Healthiez ldfechabitso ( al t hough my par t nBlaggind egusestine, agr eel!l ) ! .
devotion, commitment, and discipline. And just to be clear, those are all good thin  gs to embrace dthey
will help you get the most out of your days and life.

6 . Yiogpite bthers . Blogging not only changes your life, it also changes the life of the reader. And

because blogs are free for the audience and open to the public, on many levels, it is an act of giving. It is

a selfless act of service to invest your time, energy, and worldview in to a piece of writing and then offer

it free to anybody who wants to read it. Others will find
wonderful feeling.

7. You 6 | morelwellc muneed in your mindset . After all, blogging is an exercise in give -and-take.
One of the greatest differences between blogging and traditional publishing is the opportunity for
readers to offer i npuybouintrddsce & thpic thhtlyoo fepd is significant and
meaningful. You take time to lay out a subjectin  the minds of your readers and offer your thoughts on

the topic. Then, the readers get to respond. And often times, their responses in the comment s ection

challenge us to take a new, fresh look at the very topic we thought was so important in the first plac e.

8. Itdl |l serve a dttrains quemindsaatradk lif§ anduarticulaté the changes we are

experiencing. Your blog becomes a digital record of your life that is saved 0in the cloud.

can never be lost, stolen, or destroye d in a fire.

9. Yo ud Il morelzanfidenm eBlogging will help you discover more confidence in your life. You will
quickly realize that you do | ive an important life with a unique view and have something to offer others.

That puts it rather well 8 although | would amplify the first point by emphasising the sharpened

critical faculty regular blogging also brings to the reading of what others write . Thomas Hardy was

spot on when he (apparently) said - cHow can | know what | think until | read what | w rite ?" You

thought you knew something but, when you read back your own first effort at explanation, you

immediately have questions & both of substance and style.

But this also conveys itself very quickly to changes in the way that you read ot her pmaepd e 0 s
d you learn more and faster from a critical dialogue (even with yourself) than from passive

readingé.

That ds why t hey s aYolearhaboutashbgctis ® &ry to)wite/a book about it

(rather than reading several books). Itsou nds par adoxi cal (as well as presum
true dand the reason is simple.

When you start to put on paper an explanation of what you  imagined you had understood from

reading some books, you quickly realise that you had not properly under  stood the issue; and that you

have questions with which you need to interrogate the books. Translating your imagined
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understanding into a written summa ry allows a dialogue with the books & which has the added
advantage of helping you better remember theis s ues é.
Blogger Duncan Green makes another important point that o

regular blogging builds up a handy, time -savi ng ar chilvleagdidrnvge deaielny since 2008.
little excessive, but what that means is that essentially | have a download of my brain activity over the

last 7years dal most every book and papers |1 86ve read, conversatio
Whenever anyone wants to co nsult me, | have a set of links | can send (which saves huge amounts of

time). And raw material for the next presentation, paper or book.

Green is spot on about the help a blog like mine offers in finding old material...you just type in the

keyword and th e relevant post with its quotes and hyperlinks generally appears immediately da

record of your (and ot hersd) br dialsohavedfieofimorgthanhat part i
100 pages for each year with raw text and thousands of hyperlinks which d idndt make it to th
bl ogééan amazing archive of months of brain activity w
accesséé

But bothheandthelis t of justifications underestimate the signif
archive and find hyperlinks. Very little of what | download do | actually read d although it is there

in carefully | abelled folders. But mpmeopklikefeit he wor |l dds
remembering youdve downl oaded a paper but theldogknowi ng
archives are pricelessé.

Brexit - and the reasserti ot amtfedhhe ONati on
Readers may sometimes wonder why | so rarely discuss Brexit here & last time was a year ago!

That | know when to defer to my betters is only half of the answer since most of my posts are a

combination of a personal slant and hyperlinks to recommended articles or books by those |

respecté

Another bit of the answer is  that one of the central purposes of this blog has been (and remains)

the celebration of writing that can pass the test of time . And, since noticing last year the extent of

my non-English r eadership (see page 10 of Common Endeavourd the 2017 posts ), | try a bit harder

to act as a n interpreter of good English -language writing on important topics to suc h an audience.

But | am bored with the fixation of so much journalism on the pantomime antics of wicked witch

Donald Trump 6but equally offended by the barren, wooden | ang
Am | saying that there are no journalists or aca demics who have wr itten anything about

Brexit which is worth sharing with my audience? Not quite - although my list of such endeavours

is arather short one, wi t h Ch The BrexiGBlog yhéving pride of place . Perhaps the reason

for mysil ence is that | ¢ amydountgyséemsso intent an destwying h a t

itself 6f rom a combination of public and media prejudice; :

Brexit is the prime but by no me ans only example of a state apparently trying to assert itself
against the forces of ééwhat exactly?

- Globalisation? That can hardly be the case when about the only thing the Brits seemed to like
about the European Union was the single market of which inde ed they were, with Jacques Delors,
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https://nomadron.blogspot.ro/search/label/Brexit
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http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.ro/

one of the main architects; and when the current government clearly wants to push for maximum

free trade.

- Supranationalism? The Feder ali st ambiti odscleaflyevidereinthdJds f ounder s
recent statements of Martin Sc___hulz 6 have always been viewed with a mixture of bafflement and

hostility by Brits and UK governments.  But the Brits had successfully negoti ated a semi-detached

status with the EU and a clear agreement thatnét woul d
agreementsé.

No! The two things which have stuck in British craws have been (1) the overriding of
parliamentary power by a combinatio n of European judges and Commission regulations (played up by
a consistently hostile British media); and (ii), inre  cent years, a feeling that the country no longer
belonged to them & that foreign immigration had gone too far.

So what exactly is being ass erted? At one ti me we rparlgrhentanhsavereignsyad db wt
the reluctance of the British governmentto al  low Parliament any meaningful vote has blown that

illusion apart . And this important article by Bogdanor __ reminds us, in any case, that it only

governments can actually negotiate....

Norisit the power of theBritishState t hat ds b ei @ pdeedshstemever apgpears to have
been so weak, with citizens rejecting the recommendations of all its political parties during the
referendum campaign ; and the present government seemingly intent on open conflict with the

forces of international capital

Rather it s eems more a sense of English identity _ that was being asserted on June 23 2016 091 say
OEngd i sihmply because Scottish and ( Novotadboeemaiinther i sh ci t i
EU. The referendum result, however, brought home very powerfully the stark existence of two very

different Englands othat of t he cosmopolitan (mul-behahdsaaih smai ks
towns. A contrast which is being emphasised in all accounts of Trump America dwhose O0OAmeri ca
Firsto doctrine indeed is a powerful example. of the ne:
But the incompetence on display from those who lead Brexit has stunned everyone. It was bad

enough that (i) no one had actually done any serious thinking about withdrawal and (i)  the new Prime

Minister chose to divide the political responsibility f or t he wi t hdr awal 0Ostrategyéd
Ministers ( and departments ) d one being the pantomime figure who, weeks before the referendum,

was actually so torn about the issue that he actually drafted 2 completely different articles oone

of which argued for staying in the EU . Not that this stopped him from being the highest profile
figure on the Leave campaign trail.

But t he confusion was compounded after the PM was tempted into a General Election in June 2017
(by an apparent 20% lead in the polls) and emerged a sadly depleted figure leading a minority
government dependent on a small North Irish party of hard -right bigot s.

Inexplicably for many, the public mood does not seem to have changed significantly in the 21

months since the referendum. Indeed, s ome months ago, commentators wer e suggesting that the

mood in England was nothing short of a return to the early 1940s when the country stood alone and

when Dunkirk was celebrated not as the defeat it was but as a gl ori ol
thatthe bl oc k bust Bunkirk6 | addstkest Hour6 have pull ed sumhbhel arge aud
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https://www.politico.eu/article/spds-martin-schulz-wants-united-states-of-europe-by-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/jun/10/vernon-bogdanor-brexit-amendment-government-survival-risk
http://averypublicsociologist.blogspot.ro/2018/02/is-business-becoming-corbyn-friendly.html
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jun/03/dunkirk-spirit-brexiters-uk-britain-europe
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunkirk_(2017_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darkest_Hour_(film)

country these past few months. An important article this week  (in London Review of Books) mines
the same vein in arguing o

This is the sort of nostalgia which Peter Ammon, the outgoing German ambassador in Lon  don, identified

recently when he complained that Britain was investing in a vision of national isolation that Churchill had

played up (and vastly exaggerated) in his wa rtime rhetoric.

Do they even believe the myth, or is it an expedient way of bashing opponents while pursuing some

ulterior goal? Historical re  -enactment may be fine forthe DailyMalland t he grassroot s, but i
seem a strong enough motivation to su pport a professional political career.

We need to know not just what kind o  f past the Brexiteers imagine, but what kind of future they are

after.

One disconcerting possibility is that figures such as Fox and Rees  -Mogg might be willing to believe the
dismal economic forecasts, but look on them as an attraction.

Thi s i s naugibleassit maynspund. Since the 1960s, conservatism has been defined partly by a

greater willingness to inflict harm, especially in the English ~ -speaking world. The logic is tha t the

augmentation of the postwar welfare state by the moral pluralism of th e 1960s produced an acute

problem of O6moral hazardd, whereby benign policies ended |
people believe things can be had for free and take pl  easure in abundance, there is a risk of idleness and

hedonismé .

As the theory behind Thatcherism had it, government servi
compete and invest. They reduce the motivation for businesses to deliver services, and ordinary peopl ed:c

desire to work. Toughness, even pain, performs an important moral and psychological function in pushing
people to come up with solutions. This style of thinking drove Thatcher through the vicious recession of
the early 1980s.

Thefear of 6 mor al hazardd produces a purhouseholdg firasppnatorelc h t o deb
governments, the assumption being that anything short of harshness will produce a downward spiral of

generosity, forgiveness and free -riding, eventually making the market economy unviable. Osborne liked to

claim (against all the evidence coming from the bond markets) that if Britain kept borrowing, lenders

would lose trust in the moral rectitude of the government and interest rates would rise. Gratification

must be resisted. Pain works. Only pain forces people to adapt and inn ovate.

An article from the inimitable lan Jack drew my attention today to a smallb ook by an historian
which argues that countries such as the UK and the US are suffering what he calls  cultural
dementia
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Bored with Brexit

v,

AN\ S N\ &7 Qi?‘-:,m_‘:—,m(‘r’

A once-proud country slowly sinks

under the waves & and the rest of the

world stifles a yawné. Thi
news two of the few writers | value

bring back from their recent visits  to

what the Brits call o0the
The Brexit Blog is about the only

thing worth reading about the

subject 0 and is crafted by

organisational theorist Chris Grey

who was the f irst this week to  bring

back from a visit to France the news

that few people in Europe find the

subject of the UK®&6s withd
the bloc of the slightest bit of

interest €. We wvadrweay s- 0semi

det ac baleast as a political

class & people may regret our going

but it was not a gr eat soamdpoonesratiedéthan |8&a oibtheigengrali t oné
attitude of the European political class.

Andrew Rawsley writes a week ly column in The Observerand conf i r med that with today?ad

The month of May saw quite a bit of parliamentary drama___ but the hard reality of Brexit (of
whatever form) now looms & and the hope many had a year ago that the whole thing would go away

now |l ooks an increasingly forlorn oneé. Exactly a year
even published a book with the titte Brexit dno Exi t; why (in the end; Britain
(2017).

Britainds oOnegotiatingd tactics habdienotbfferesive it i s widel:
reflecting not ju stthe dividedcounsel s i nsi de o0governmentdé but a tot al I a
convictioné..And the | onger the farce has continued, t|
what a bl oody nuisance the Brits have thHateve shouldpisst he Oopr o]
far away f r om Bvdnkft twilmgers arérecognising this dseet hi s weekds initiatiwv
Brexit

Coincidentally | wrote this post in August which ~ Owen Hatherley (author of Landscapes of
Communisn) chose for his new book TransEurope Express on what the changing shape of European
cities tells us about their respective visionseé@.

A Brexit reading list

http://blogs.Ise.ac.uk/brexit/2017/07/28/brexit -summer-reading -guide/

Brexit and Beyond & rethinking th e futures of Europe a measured 300 page book from University College
London Press

http://averypublicsociologist.blogspot.com/2018/06/the -nhs-and-brexit -dividend.html

Brexit 0 a reading list of post _-referendum publications by parliament and the devolved assemblies _ (2018)
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https://nomadron.blogspot.com/2018/06/brexit-reality.html
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.ro/
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.com/2018/06/brexit-seen-from-abroad.html
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.com/2018/06/brexit-seen-from-abroad.html
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.com/2018/06/brexit-seen-from-abroad.html
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.com/2018/06/brexit-seen-from-abroad.html
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Brexit 9 legal and constitutional issues

Beyond Brexit? How t o ;daniseeMophett(20E7) UKds Futur e
How Europe shapes British Public Pol icy; Janice Morphet (2014)
https://americanaffairsjournal.org/2017/08/make -left -great/

The UK and the EU 08 what would Brexit mean for the EU? ; ed A Moeller and T Oliver (2014)

Chaos Looms

| 6ve been iagaintBicpast weakn dlooking for a place to spend winters not least  to put

some of my personal affairs in order before Britain se parates from the Continent. Talk in recent
negotiations of a otransition periododéd had made many of
the past week seems to have seen a hardening of p ositions and an increasingly cavalier (if not

positive) attitu de by British conservative parliamentarians to
This raises the very real possibility that the UK will drop out of the EU on 29 March next year.

Clearly there a re no contingency plans in place to allow such a development & and a fairly immediate

result will be total chaos.

Mutual agreements have not been made with the European Aviation Body which manages landing

slots & nor with relevant customs and food authorit  ies to ensure the flow of containers at borders.

For example, it appears that nothing less than 95% of vets who operate in food production in the

UK are EU nationals (British vets prefer to work with pets) and a lot of the EU nationals are leaving

the country

One of the foremost commentators on the issue puts it like this 6

oNo-dealdis probably the most demented policy put forward by mainstream Brit ish politicians in the
modern era. To see how it would work in  practice, this piece looks at what would happen on day one. Doing
this for the whole economy would take countless pages of Stephen  -King-style horror, so it's stripped

down to one topic: food. T his is the story of how our system for importing and exporting food implodes
almost instantly.
You may remember '‘Brexit means Brexit' - that nursery rhyme from the bygone days of late 2016. It

was false. But no -deal, on the other hand, really does mean no -deal. The withdrawal treaty comes as one
package, so if Theres a May fails to secure it, everything falls down. There are no deals on anything.

March 30th 2019 becomes Year Zero. Overnight, British meat products cannot be imported into the EU.

To bring thes e types of goods in, they have to come from a country with an approved national body whose
facilities have been certified by the EU. But there has been no deal, so there's no approval.

Thereds more di scusteiexaellerd Brexit Biog . Ansl the: EU Referendum blog
gives a great daily commentary on the whole withdrawal process. Its author, Richard North, ma y
have been one of the original Brexiteers but his  analysis of government ineptitudes and shallow
media reporting is essential reading......

While | dve been here, | 6 v eFalbGute da yeaeohpdliticalgnayhemmwhich i p man 6 s
tells the detailed story of political events in the UK from the immediate aftermath of the June 23

2016 Referendum until the end of Decembe r 2017 dincluding the General Election which was

suddenly called in April 2017. It is a frightening story of myopia and. manoeuvring
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https://nomadron.blogspot.com/2018/08/chaos-looms-how-brexit-impacts-on.html
http://www.politics.co.uk/blogs/2018/07/27/this-is-what-no-deal-brexit-actually-looks-like
http://chrisgreybrexitblog.blogspot.com/2018/07/rules-mean-rules.html
http://eureferendum.com/default.aspx
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2017/12/tim-shipman-s-fall-out-reveals-nastiness-behind-scenes-tory-tragedy

Update s; August brought news that, in the absence of any national strategy to deal with the
implications of a No -Deal scenario, local municipalities have been preparing their own... ..with horrific
results

Why we need healthy scepticism 3 not corrosive cynicism
| have just finished a short book which |
consider a model for the sort of writing

which these troubled times of ours very

much needs. Matt Flinders may be an
academic & but he came up the hard way
and, unlike most acad
in communicating with the wider public. H is
Defending Politics & why democracy

matters in the 21 ' century marks the 50
anniversary of a book which impressed me

a lot when [ first read it in my university

days - In Defence of Politics by Bernard
Crick (1962).

I ndeed the argument i
politics was an important and honourable
activity probably played a role in my becoming in 1968 a local politician . Of course the election

in 1964 of a Labour Government 0 after 13 years of Conservative rule 0 was another important

influence . As was my interest in regional development and politi  ¢s - and the writings of Labour and

leftist intellectuals such as  Tony Crosland and John Mackintosh . The latter was a tutor of mi  ne

whom | met subsequently in parliament to discuss his take on local government reorganisation and

devolution & Crosland the author of the definitive ~ The Future of Socialism _ (1956) whom | had been
honouredtohost when he visited | ocal party HQ in my home town

Fifty years ago, gr aduat e gogetinkolved meolitts dwéhad roleensodelsi nvi t i n
andc hange was in the airé.The ol der generation patently
the ones to do it.

How different things are fifty years on! Cynicism has been at full blast for at least the past decade

o with politicians dismissed ass elf-ser vi ng and usel esséé

FIl indersd book i allthis,c cswmtgeerskiliansgt tthamt the | anguage of 0
choiced6 conceals deeper forces which have under mi ned o
incremental and c ok ¢ étbepoliticel procgss.ve and t a

He identifies 8 key factors which have lislthehelafn -i mpact |
hand column. The rest of the table is my attempt to summarise his analysis 0 always a useful
discipline!!

| liked the b ook a lot & not least because it is short and yet is clearly based on a good grasp of
extensive literature
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http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2018/03/why-we-should-not-be-so-cynical-about.html
https://books.google.ro/books?id=knQIj0DYOWcC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=knQIj0DYOWcC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ro/books?id=IM3puBvwf9EC&lpg=PA1&hl=ro&pg=PA15#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.opendemocracy.net/article/ourkingdom-theme/on-reading-bernard-crick
https://www.opendemocracy.net/article/ourkingdom-theme/on-reading-bernard-crick
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-crosland-legacy-the-future-of-british-social-democracy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Mackintosh_(Scottish_politician)
http://etheses.bham.ac.uk/222/1/Wicks00PhD_A1a.pdf

But the last column indicates the inevitable weakness that comes from such a brave attempt to

cover such extensive groundé

Changes in Explanation Results Line of

Context argument
oDecline of Greater education, sense of Hypercriticism Politicians and those

security and of rights

0Growth of q

State overwhelmed by public
expectations

Unrealistic
expectations

concerned with

politics need to show

courage and realism

OMove from
government to
ogovernanced

Privatisation, contracting out
has led to more ¢ omplex
organisational structure

Inertia, impasse

Need to assert
i mportanc
commonséo

e
i e

q

endeavour
0Growth of Not just economic but legal Blame can easily be ??
gl obalisatid and informational shifted to impersonal
forces
Ol mpact of t| Move away from door -to -door Easy to find scapegoats | Need for cool voices

and personal; aggression on
social media

0 Acountability
explosioné

Range of agencies monitoring
state bodies f or performance

Blame culture

More realism

ol deol ogi cal

Parties concentrate around the
floating voter ; journalists
focus on trivia

Voters feel voiceless;
opening for extremists

OkFIlght from

Academics talking to one
another rather than the
public; media focus on trivia

Opening for extremists

What | particularly liked was the way he gathered 5

argument to illustrate the various poi
He is particularly angry about the role jour
demonisation of politics. The recent
collapse of editorial standards

Flinders rehearsed the basic argument of the book in his inaugu
Campbell 06s

which you will find h e r

nts he

maki ngeé.

e on Al astair

https://blog.oup.com/category/series

-columns/matthew -flinders -politics/

His indeed was one of the first of wha
challenging the very relevance of political
The Political Imagination 8 a rallying cal | to university professors of politics

Bridging the Relevance Gap; Matthew Wood (2014)

Human Wellbeing and the lost relevance of political science

The relevance of political science

ral Professorial lecture in 2010
b |

; Bo Rothstein (2014)
; Stoker, Pierre and Pete rs (2015)

-6 books together at various points in his
was
nalism has played in the past couple of decades in the
collapse of Newsweek magazine is just the latest sign of the
- and the perversity of the business m odel based on reader clicks

09

t seemed to be for a moment a veritable flood of books
studies in at least the anglo -saxon world
(Flinders 2014)

0
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http://burawoy.berkeley.edu/PS/Applications/Flinders.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1467-9256.12028
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Relevance-Political-Science-Analysis/dp/0230201091/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1519672821&sr=1-1&keywords=the+relevance+of+political+science

But Ger ry W8BwPoliics Mditars 6 making democracy work ; (2004; 2016) had anticipated
the updating of CasddkViysWeHatEPIitids o EdireHay (2007)

Ten Tric ks for Fast Reading

| did a rare thing yesterday 01 went back to the Defending  Politics book | had just finished and

reread it from beginning to end, this time marking the key sections with a pencil.

I had started my | ast posteldfthessraoyvrnigng tvdnadd inithese was a O mo
t i me andthen wentonto create atable which explored different aspects of the 8 basic

arguments the book presen ted.

| would now like to try to identify what it was that so impressed me d and to use that hopefully to

make a wider point about the craft of publishing our thoughts

What I liked about 0 DePRobtiosdé n g

- The book was short (180 pages) d almost an extended essay. You felt the guy had a thesis & and
knew how to hone it down to its essentials

- The text was broken up & every third or fourth page or so had a heading or an indented section
which signalled a movement in the argument . My eyes glaze over w hen | see a cha pter of 30 pages
of densely -writtentext -wi t h no graphics, tables or pictures to re
- each chapter gave anearly hint of the basic argument it would present . This was clearly
someone who had reread his text withareade r 0 s e y ehimselfsvikatitdvas saying; and then
ensured that the words actually expressed his intended meaning!

- there were lots of book references 8 but not of the normal sort in footnotes; or end
bibliographies (which often leave me with the feeling of one up-manship!). These were, rather, short
lists in the body of the text d generally exemplifying different sides of an argument.

| readily admit to being a policy geek - and have therefore too readily exposed myself to turgid
academic prose. But my patience sta rted to wear thin some years ago with books on important
topics which were simply unreadable. Life is simply too short to waste time on writers who feel they
have to use clumsy sentence structure and/or pad their material with verbosity . A year or so ago |
revealed some litmus tests | used whether to buy/read a book d as well as my ten t ricks for fast
reading and comprehension & which are worth repeating &

How to get the most out of a non- fiction book

General

- Read a lot (from an early age!)

- Read widely (outside your discipline)

- Read quickly (skim)

-I'f the aut hoteinddbesmdtaandgr si mple | anguage, move on to another
writing is a good indicator of a confused mind

For each book

- before doing anything else - read the reviews (surf)

- identify the __questions these suggest d you should never open a book without knowing what you want to get

out of it!

- Mark (withapencil) passages you bot h [0with endelined, qubstiond marks, itidkse comments
and expletives
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