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No Comment

Historians like Arthur Schlesinger and theorists like Albert Hirschman have recorded that every thirty years

or so, society shifts - essentially, from the public to the private and back again. The grass, after a while,

always feels greener on the other side. The late 1940s to the late 1970s was a period of the public, the late
670s to now, the privat ehtfoNaoothertumgeto acnewncdnmnton litemrsl tha seeurity i
and freedom it affords, but only if we make it happen by tackling a market that is too free and a state that is

too remote
Compass Think Tank 2011

Decade Themes of intellectual Key names
discussion
1930s The managerial revolution J Burnham
End of capitalism J Strachey
1940s Keynesism JM Keynes
Meritocracy
New world order
1950s End of ideology D. Bell
Revisionism A. Shonfield; Tony Crosland
Private affluence/public squalour JK Galbraith
1960s Worship of scale
Modernisation of society Peter Berger
Participation Pateman;
critique of professionals Ivan lllich
1970s Costs of economic growth EJ Mishan
Collapse of welfare state Buchanan
Small is beautiful E. Schumacher; L. Kohr
Change S. Beer; A. Toffler; D. Schon
corporatism Cawson
1980s Deindustrialisation Blackaby; Dyson
Privatisation Consultancies; World Bank
Pursuit of excellence Tom Peters
ecology James Lovelock
decentralisation OECD
globalisation Stiglitz, Martin Wolf
1990s End of history Fukuyama
Flexibility and reengineering
Reinvention of government; NPM OECD
Climate change Scientific community
The learning organisation Senge
Washington consensus World Bank
2000s Good governance World bank; OECD
Neo-liberalism and its limits Naomi Klein
Environmental collapse Scientific community
Migration and social integration ?
state building ?
2010s Migration everyone
The financial system Stiglitz
Breakdown of society
Injustice Dorling
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Introduction

oHow can | kn ow what | think until | read what |
. write ?"

Henry James

This is a book of reflections froma  blog -
oBalkan and Carpathian Musings 6 - which has

run from 200 when | started to have time for
more reflection about some of the big themes
which have engaged my life and work.

~

| 6ve been a nomandbaded for 25 yea
the past 10 years, in Bulgaria and Romania. The

posts started in my mountain house in the

Carpathians and continue d in Bucharest and

Sofi aéé.

Thewo r d 0 hak lwegoe so ubiquitous a term that we tend to have forgotten
its etymology doweb | ogd. An WhYidlqou surveys teesveri pf
blogging and gives this account of the second term -

A shipds |l og owes its name to a small wooden board, o
centuries attached to a line and thrown over the stern. The weight of the log would keep it in

the same place in the water, like a provisional anchor, while the ship moved away. By measuring

the length of line used up in a set period of time, mariners could calculate the speed of their

journey (the rope itself was marked by equidistant oKk
voyage progressed, the course came to be marked down in a book that was called a log.

In journeys at sea that took place before radio or radar or satellites or sonar, these logs were

an indispensable source for recording what actually happened. They helped navi  gators surmise

where they were and how far they had travelled and how much longer they had to stay at sea.

They provided accountability to a shipb6s owners and t
to faking as possible. Away from land, there was usua Ily no reliable corroboration of events apart

from the crewds own account i n t heyamgdedn aadimlébngan expan
journeys, memories always blur and facts disperse. A log provided as accurate an account as

could be gleaned in re al time.


http://nomadron.blogspot.com/
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It continues o

As you read a log, you have the curious sense of moving backward in time as you move forward in
pagesfi the opposite of a book. As you piece together a narrative that was never intended as one,

it seems fi and isfi more truthful. Logs, in this sense, were a form of human self -correction. They
amended for hindsight, for the ways in which human beings order and tidy and construct the

story of their lives as they look back on them. Logs require a letting -go of narrative because

they do not al low for a knowledge of the ending. So they have plot as well as dramatic irony  fi the
reader will know the ending before the writer did.

How Blogging improves your Life
Of course , blogging is seen by many as a bit narcissistic -a r ef |l ecti on of t h

age we | ive inéBut ther e arned ubllgoegnsté .oa nodo kb |aotg snée
and bl obs of erudite text which few can under
trouble é. One academic blogger, famously, fo

of his blogging (in the early days) and wrote to tell the tale o0inA Bl ogger &s
Manifesto
| would like to hope that readers come to my site looking for some originality 0 be

it the diversity of the topics (and experiences ) the posts deal with; the thematic
summaries (eg on memoirs or mountain villages); the range of the references in the
hyperlinks; the glimpses of rarely seen painting traditions  and, who knows, perhaps
even the celebration of good writing

One writer offers no less than 15 justifications for why people should blog . I would
go with nine -
1. Yo u d | Ibettbrehc omkeie Begause the process of writing includes recording thoughts on

paper, the blogging process makes you question what you thought you knew. You will delve deeper
into the matters of your life and the worldview that shapes them.

2. Youdl |bette ewriteme 0 amce, that is, you start to reread your material or get
feedback which shows your text was ambiguousé

3 . Y o u dnhofe intentianal lifea . Once you start writing about your life and the thoughts that
shape it, youdl|l beatignally abbut who Yo areg whomyou ae becoming, and
whether you like what you see or not. And that just may be reason enough to get started.

4. Youdldneyd ovrednmgiul things .By necessity, blogging requires
simply not pos sible to write about every event, every thought, and every happening in your life.
Instead, blogging is a never -ending process of choosing to articulate the most meaningful events


https://archive.org/details/ABloggersManifestoFreeSpeechAndCensorshipInTheAgeOfTheInternet
https://archive.org/details/ABloggersManifestoFreeSpeechAndCensorshipInTheAgeOfTheInternet
http://www.becomingminimalist.com/15-reasons-i-think-you-should-blog/

and the most important thoughts. This process of choice helps you develop an eye for meaningful
things.

5. | t & | Healthiex lfechabitso ( al t hough my par t nkBlagging egusestinte, agr ee! )
devotion, commitment, and discipline. And just to be clear, those are all good things to embrace o}
they will help you get the most out of your days and life.

6 . Yiospii bthers . Blogging not only changes your life, it also changes the life of the reader.
And because blogs are free for the audience and open to the public, on many levels, it is an act

of giving. It is a se Ifless act of service to invest your time, energy, and worldview into a piece of
writing and then offer it free to anybody who wants to read it. Others will find inspiration in

your writingé and thatds a wonderful feeling.

7. Y ou 0 Il rmorehvellc munéed in your mindset . After all, blogging is an exercise in give -

and-take. One of the greatest differences between blogging and traditional publishing is the

opportunity for readers to offer input. As the Dbl ogds
is significant and meaningful. You take time to lay out a subject in the minds of your readers and

offer your thoughts on the topic. Then, the readers get to respond. And often times, their

responses in the comment section challenge us to take a new, fresh| ook at the very topic we

thought was so important in the first place.

8 . l'tdl |l serve a dttrans queminssatotradk lif§ andiarticukate the changes we
are experiencing. Your blog becomes a digital record of your life that is sSsheedl ouad. 6
As a result, it can never be lost, stolen, or destroyed in a fire.

9. Yo u 0 I rorelzeniidenm eBlogging will help you discover more confidence in your life. You
will quickly realize that you do live an important life with a unique view a nd have something to
offer others.

That puts it rather well  d although | would amplify the first point by emphasising

the sharpened critical faculty regular blogging also brings to the reading of what
others write. Thomas Hardy was spot on when he (appare ntly) said - cHow can |
know what | think until | read what | write ?" You thought you knew something but,
when you read back your own first effort at explanation, you immediately have
guestions 0 both of substance and style.

But this also conveys itself v ery quickly to changes in the way that you read  other
p e o p maedia O you learn more and faster from a critical dialogue (even with
yourself) than from passive readingé.

That ds why they say that the best wayitet o | ear
a book about it (rather than reading several books). It sounds paradoxical (as well
as presumptuous) buwandihar@asoniasmpleal 'y true



When you start to  put on paper an explanation of what you imagined you had
understood from reading some books, you quickly realise that you had not properly
understood the issue; and that you have questions with which you need to
interrogate the books. Translating your imagined understa nding into a writt en
summary allows a dialogue with th e books d which has th e added advanta ge of
helping you better remember the issuesé.

Blogger Duncan Green makes another important point that o

regular blogging builds up a handy, time -savi ng ar chi ve. | 6ve been bl oggi ni
t hat 6 s a Isivetbutiwleat tleaknoeans is that essentially | have a download of my brain
activity over the last 7years dal most every book and papers |1 dve reac
debates.

Whenever anyone wants to consult me, | have a set of links | can send (which sa  ves huge
amounts of time). And raw material for the next presentation, paper or book.

Green is spot on about the help a blog like mine offers in finding old material...you

just type in the keyword and the relevant post with its quotes and hyperlinks

generally appears immediately darecordofyour ( a nd o tbdaie actsity jhat

particular morning. | also have a file of more than 100 pages for each year with raw

textand thousand sof hyper |l i nks which didndét make it to
archive of mon ths of brain activity which, of course, needs a bit more time to

accesseéeé

But both he and the list of justifications underestimate the significance of the

bl ogdés facility to archive and find hyperlink
actually read 0 although it is there in carefully labelled folders. But one of the

worl déds great frustrations for people |Iike me
paper but not knowing which folder itd&s inéth

pricel essé.

In what sense s it different from other blogs?
Mine is a blog which eschews the never -ending news cycle or the partiality of

di sciplinary |l ens and disputes and focuses r a
In that respect, it is unlike most blogs.

Readers of blogs e xpect them to be frequently updated and will soon stop visiting
sites which remain staticéé.as mine did for a
yeareéee. Although critics of the net say that h


http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/the-joy-of-blogs-and-tweets-why-academics-should-take-social-media-seriously/

partisan reading, | have a folder with the sites of some 200 other bloggers whom |
rarely access dthe main reason being the predictability of what they sayé.

Mycl aim for the r easchgyreXpessedtdt ent i on

1 experience in a variety of sectors (and countries) - normally closely manned
with ogatekeeperso

1 the compulsion (now almost 50 years old), to record what | felt were the
lessons of each experience in short papers

1 Long and extensive reading

T A 0 v owhichéh@s been honed by the nece ssity of speaking clearly to
audiences of different nationalities and class

1 intensive trawl ing of the internet  for wide range of writing

1 notes kept of the most important of those readings

1 shared in hyperlinks with readers

| confess somewhere to an
aversion to those writers (so
many!) who try to pretend

they have a unique
perspective on an issue and
whose discordant babble make
the world such a difficult

place to understand.

| look instead for  work which,

as google puts it, builds on the
shouldersof o thersé é my r ol e
in a team is that of the

resource person € who finds

and shares. material é
Academia, politics and free -lance consultancy has given me the freedom for 40

y e a r sdo it my way 6 d and to write and publish in a fairly carefree manner. This
book reflects a life (andper haps attitude) shaped by-the goo

1 to work from an early age (26) with a n unusually wide range of people
(professionals, politicians, community activists  d and a much smaller number
of academics) who shared an aspiration to improve socia | conditions;


http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2015/08/new-blogs.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2015/11/what-am-i-good-at-swot-approach.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E2hYDIFDIU

1 To have had a job in a Polytechnic (and planning school) in the 1970s and
first half of the 1980s which gave me the licence to talk and write about the
issues relating to this work

1 to have achieved a position of influence which helped develop a more
inclusive style of government in the West of Scotland for 20 years

1 to reengineer myself as a consultant, working and living for 25 years in
central Europe and Central Asia din the pursuit of what the  turgid academic
| iteratur e hasoocdo ngeo vteor ncaanl cle 60 g

7 all the while trying dthrough wide reading and writing - to try to make sense
of what the masthead on my blog calls our
make the world a better placeé

For me a post written 4-5 years ago is every bit as good as (perhaps better than)

y e st e r-doat thé sonstruction

of blogs permits only the most

recent posts to be shown. A book

format, on the other hand,

requires that we begin
beginning ... It also challenges the

author to reflect more critical ly

on the coherence of his

thinking é € .

It was only in 2014 that | started

to publish annual collections of
these posts - part of a stand against the ephemerality which besmirches our lives o}
the earlier versions can be accessed here.
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The Year

Readership
1 Blog traffic has been increasing here & hittin g 10,000 in April for the first time (a 3 -fold
increase since last year) and, in May, the 200,000 mark for the entire period since 2010.
August saw anot hatmoughi@droppedtheteafters & reflecting what |
understand to be a general drop in re adership of blogs this year ,,,,And, in the final ten
weeks, some disenchantment with blogging

1 Native English speakers account for only one third of that ( most from the US) & with
Russian and Ukraine readers coming in (in the past year) at a strong 15% shar e . ltds not id
speculation to feel that part of this latter interest may be a reflection of official Russian
oversights of western blogs and accounts dal t hough | dondét get any comme.
thatsource -per haps because it 6tecommentorbRussianpoliticsgnd | i cy
Putinds intentions? But why the st Afterraljrecemtt er est fr o
posts have, i f anything been even more oO0reflectived
afifty -year ti mescal eé.
1 Readers in France, Germany, Bulgaria and Romania account for some 20% in total of the
traffic 6t he | atter two for obvious reasons. | 06ve Dbl ogg:¢
a little E -book up on the list at the top -right corner of the blog) and am pleased to find
readers from that source  d and from France .
A new Feature
With two thirds of my readers not having English as their first language, | have perhaps become
more conscious of the need for an inviting start to these posts which alsotryto oposithe ono
subject in the wider commentary éé
Soanewfeature i s the OFurther Readingd resource with which b
Focus
Early posts c o ul d n @ouchihgeohthbe f i r st shocking weeks of bully boy T
the White Hous e but, thereafter, ignored the idiot. Political misbehaviour in Romania caused more
of a public backlash there and was duly the subject of a few posts.
For several weeks from mid -March, | ran a series of posts which started with an observation about
how badly served we are by the hundreds of economics books which jostle for our attention . The
opening post suggested some tests we might apply to screen books out & with the drawback that we
actually need the book in our hands! Follow -up posts useds o me di aégwhaintshé al so hel p gui

reader through the maze of bookséé

More than 100 key books were identified , briefly explained - and hyperlinked. And will all be us efu
in the task which lies ahead 0 of severe editing of the present draft of Dispatches to the post -
capitalist generation

This May post shows the encouragement | now take from the increasing respect being shown to the
concept of 0The Commonso

10
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June saw the British electorate join the US electorate in bloodying the nose of pundits and the
Establ i $btmmeheevent,also gi vi ng progressives bacHencma | i ttl e bit
couple of posts on social democracyé.

Mid -Summer saw various posts connected with discussions | was having with a  young Bulgarian
journalist about an interview (which appear ed at the end of August) which raised difficult questions
about progress here in Bulgaria and Romania since 1991 and the curious silence of the past decade
about the subjectof 0t r a n s i whixH so gogsamed the chattering classes in the 90s . The issues
about political and institutional behavior which were first raised in the 50s by Edward Banfield; and

then in the early 90s by Robert Putnam; remain

But the most important series ofClgseEosnterswithr t ed in Sept
bureaucracy6 atriled yet again to make some sort of sense of
nigh on 50 years to make state bodies mor eelecteisponsi ve |
young radical, working with community activists to help make their voice heard b y a traditional

municipality in the West of Scotland; graduated fairly quickly to positions of authority o not least

for 16 years shaping the social strategy for Europeds |
as a public management academic in a local Polytechnic & and writing profusely and being published in

UK journals, That was the base from which | sprang in 1990 to reinvent myself as a consultant in

institution -building in central Europe and Central Asia & and keeping up with the academic

out pourings on public management é.

For 25 years | have worked in almost a dozen countries on these issues; in recent years | have been
trying to make sense of all this experience in a draft of almost 200 pages which currently bears the
titte Crafting Effective Public Management

11
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BLOGPOSTS

Romani ads Socialist
John Berger & someone to look up to
The Sl avesd Chorus
Revolutionary Times?

Can Outsiderseverunder st and
Impervious Power

A Divided Country 9 dangerous times

The Revenge of History?

Rise and Fall é
The Great Disruption?

We the People?

What is Truth, asked Jesting Pilate
Memoirs and Diaries

The Progressive Dilemma

Citizen s are not well served
The End of Work?
Memorable Messages

Understanding the Mess

Exemplary Critics

Economics & a rare example of good writing

Mood Music

Sketches for a Future World
Thinking Beyond Capitalism
Stories we Tell

Ways of Seeing

How the Scales Fell from Eyes
Are we really Masters of our fate?
Why Transition will last a hundred Years
Why role conflict is good for you
Avoiding Best Practice

Values

Power & the Elephant in the Room

The Left on its Knees

Denial, Distraction and Despair

Interl ude

An Ode to the Palate

The Leftis Dead ¢ Long Live the Left!
Journals worth Reading?

The Solidarity Economy

The Commons

Cultural Amnesia - and common endeavour

Real i s

what 0s

m

goi

Wedr e

ng

on

n

Romani

a-?
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A Ceausescu Moment?

Passing Thoughts

20 good sites

Taking Reform seriously

New Hope for Britai n & if not Europe?
Talking Past one Another

Balkan Social cooperation

Cultural Change

When will it ever change?

The continental divide in public admin studies

The Sovereign Myth and the Future of Social Democracy

Confessions of a social democrat

Thinking Institutionally

In Praise of Journalists

Stories

o0Bridge of Friendshipod6 Interview
A Political Econony Thriller

Styles of thinking 8 and writing
French letters

Close Encounters

Understanding the crisis

How the attack on the state harms us all

Weneedtotal k abouté.the state
Miniatures and Matrices

The state of the state  dpart5

Why have we allowed the academics to blind-side us? State of the Part 6
Those who went beforeé.

What If??

Plain Speech; and the 21°%' Century Public Manager
Intellectual Shamans
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Romania's Socialist Realist tradition

Art galleries are, for me, the last bastion of

civilisation 0 private galleries (at least here in

the Balkans) offering the chance to chat; and

well-structured (and curated) public galleries

the opportunity tot hink.

Bucharestds National Gallery ¢
Saturday such an opportunity o with its (first

ever) post 1989 exhibition of Romanian

Socialist Realism - Art for the people 1948 -
1965?dwhi ch wi |l | run through to
é . A n-presenteg Catalogue (of 300 pages)

accompanies the exhibition and is, for the

first time for the Gallery, bilingual and well -

priced (13 euros). | have today select ed more than 70 of the reproductions for this flickr album

Bulgaria and Romania may be neighbours but
have rather different experiences of the
communist period - with B ulgarian communism
having a strong presence at the start of the
century and a horrific killing period marking the
Bulgarian takeover_which started in September
1944. Romania, on the other hand, is reckoned
to have had only about 1000 members of the
communist party when the Red Army rolled in
and the communist takeover took therefore
some 3 years before they could officially take
over...

The two countriesalsot end, very sadly, to pretenddwhetheain t he ot her
matters of culture or wineééthe Danube certainly does
(both physical and mental) but Bulgaria stole a bit of ~ an edge on its larger neighbour last year with

an exhibition on the subject & building on one it held as far back as 2002 about the paintings of the

1980s which languish neglected and forgotten in the archiveso f Sofia City Galleryé (Il h
superb catalogue)

And | was remiss in not writing about the autumn exhibition Afternoon of an ldeology i n Sofi ads

City Gallery about the communist period and painting during this period - which attracted this great

blogpost from a young Bulgarian .

Sunday, January 1, 2017
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G,

- John Berger_is dead (at age 90) and | feel it

very personally since he has accomp anied me

for most of my I|ifeé. Il vividl)\
(black and white) television documentary in the

early 1970s - Ways of seeing - whose very title

indeed continues to echo in my head and has

influenced my writing in_recent years . The

book can be read here in full é .

Dl
-~ “)i—: 5 o
-’ "

3

|
S

, He was a writer wh o used words to craft
sensitive stories about both artists and peasants (he lived in a village in the Haute Savoie from
1974) but was, for me, at his most powerful in two books he wrote with the Swiss photographer
Jean Mohr 9

- A Fortunate Man_ (1967) which followed the

life and travails of an English country

doctor and whichcan be read in its entirety here

- A Seventh Man (1975) which looked at the

fate of immigrantsinpost -war Eur opeé

His writing, like the man we saw in later

interviews , was extraordina rily thoughtful & not
for him the slick phrases which pass for most
interviews these days. Words were magic and
needed to be weighed car
to find, as | googled for the Bergerre  source |
have put together below, a virtual conversation
Noam Chomsky had with him in 2014

A John Berger resource

http://www.newstatesman.com/culture/2015/06/i -think -dead-are-us-john-berger -88
http://www.drb.ie/new _ -books/a -fortunate -man

http://designobserver.com/feature/on -my-shelf -a-classic-by-berger -and-mohr/32608
http://www.drb.ie/essays/what __ -lies-behind

thesis on Berger https://Ira.le.ac.uk/bitstream/2381/30264/1/U155538.pdf

the art of looking 2016  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_leBcecwcQw

about time https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USzGCdoLhjQ
https://nplusonemag.com/online _-only/book -review/a -monument-a-world - of - his-own/

Tuesday, January 3, 2017
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http://www.drb.ie/essays/what-lies-behind
https://lra.le.ac.uk/bitstream/2381/30264/1/U155538.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IeBcecwcQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USzGCdoLhjQ
https://nplusonemag.com/online-only/book-review/a-monument-a-world-of-his-own/

The Slaves' Chorus

I f youdre | ooking for a good
relaxed period after the New Year, let me

recommendThe S| avedthe2Cl6or us

posts whose format | explained in  this post a

month ago

The title is a reference to the Brexit and

Trump upsets 0 when the vox (and disgust) of

the populi was loudly heard - and reminded me

of the electrifying perfor manc
opera of that name which | heard in the early

90s in Brno (Moravia ). The way it was being

sung sent shivers down my spine with its

expression of the long pent -up frustration in

the countryéée

éél do the drive between Bucharest and Sofia fairly fr;q
both Eastern and Western parts of the twocountries during the year which ar
well as my artistic and wine experiencesééeé.
A nice feature this year, | think, are the illustrations which, for the most part, are taken from my
paintingcollectioné. and here is the book-in more accessible for

https://issuu.com/ronaldyoung0O/docs/the slaves chorus

Wednesday, January 4, 2017

Revolutionary Times??

For the past 2 -3 months the Brits have found
themselves discussing a constitutional issue _ -
namely the scope of parliamentary power. For the
Bri ti sh PM, OBrexit is Brej
government, she asserts, not parliament, which !
should make the formal request to the European
Union to start the negoti
The relevant Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty says:
OAny member state may dec
the union in accordance with its own constitutional
requirements. o6 But the UK
unwritten and, therefore,
therefore some peopl e took the government to

(the High) court on the issue
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http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-38200115
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/article-50

The UK calls itself a oparliamentary democracyo bu
1976 to be more of an elective di ctatorship dby virtue of the power Britai
electoral system gave Prime Ministers . British ParliamentariGnisntaocr e g
support for oO0theirdé government (of whichever sort)

crisis or when government whips cannot drum up the necessary numbers.

It was the narrowness of the votes which forced (a Labour) government into the first concession to
a Scottish referendum (on the question of an elected Assembly in 1979) d although it was actually
the third time that decade the device of a referendum had been used. The first - in 1973 dwas one

for Northern Ireland voters alone o8 one of no fewer than 8 localised referenda for different parts
of the UK (inc in 1998 for London). The 1975 referendum seeking confirmation of the British

member ship of Europe which had been negoti atwdd 2 vy

one and also the first time British Cabinet Ministers had been allowed a free vote.

ound |

const

Brexit was actually the eleventh referendum in British constitutional history but only the third
which was open to all UK voters (The second UK -wide referendum was in 2011 - when a proposal for
a system of proportional representation was s
So a referendum is still a rarity in British
must be) highly prizedéeé

The issue before the UK®O&s Su movernment@ padiantent sheulds i

trigger the request to Europe to withdraw. This is how a prominent public law specialist put it -

The decision of the High Court in London (in November) was a ruling not on whether Brexit should happen,
but on how it can happen lawfully. Some of the press coverage of the decision has been deplorable. There is
nothingonothingatall& n t he court ds | wdiljohthepeople, to reberse tbhekresultlof the
referendum, or to get in the way of Brexit. Nor is there anything inappropriate in turning to the courts to
determine how Brexit can proceed in accordance with the rule of law.

To rule on such mattersis emphatically t he courtsd j ob. For 25 years
criticise judicial rulings that trespass into terrain better left to politicians and Parliament. But this is no

such case. The court has done nothing improper and those who sitidly by whilst others who should know
better castigate the judges for doing their job should be ashamed of themselves. We are a country that

abides by the rule of law, and we should act like it.

So the question is whether ministers can  trigger the beginning of t he UK®&s f or mal
European Union without further parliamentary enactment. The question is not whether ministers

mpl y

| hav

t wa:
n 6s
ener
and

ears

y rej
itut|

whet |

e bee

departure

could conclude that process without further parliamentary enactment. (The answer to that question would

clearly be no.)

Inot her words, the questions is not o0does Parliament

Parl i ament has to be involved. The question is a
before the Brexit process may be formallycomme nced under Article 507?60.

The Professor then goes on to argue that the High Court was actually wrong in its eventual
judgement that it was parliament which had the right to trigger article 50.

A good friend of mine runs a website which exposes the manoeuvrings of what he calls the global

mu c h

nomenklatura and the deceit and silences of the corporate media. | have a lot of sympathy for his
position dif notquitehissam e f ai th in direct democracy and

ot he
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elective_dictatorship
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A couple of weeks ago he sent me an article he had written which  excoriates those who dare
challenge the thrust of Brexi _t. It contains a sentence which had me reeling -

OThe outcome of a referendum cannot at all be questioned by anyone &) ust as Godds word
be questioned 6

- which admirably captures the underlying thought process of Brexiters.

| see just thre e little problems with this statement o}

- The result of the 1975 UK referendum was never accepted by eurosceptics whose subsequent and

unceasing campaigning efforts eventually paid off after more than 40 years. The 2015 Scottish

referendum resulthasnotb een accepted by Scotti sh Poblicdebatarevei st s and

endsé.so | dono6ét accept the view that those who contini
their right of free expression. Indeed | find the vehemence of the campaign mounted by the

popul ar press in Britain against judges and oO0remaind p.
indeed dangerous in its utter lack of respect for (if not understanding of) democratic

rightseée. . é. The British system iedthexights ofwnineriteesinceunt i I now,
one day, they too can become the majorityé.

-Britainds ounwritten constitutiond has placed parl i ame
its core. | grant you that (a) parliament seems to have abrogated muc h of its authority (if not

respect) ; (b) the judiciaryods deep class partiality ha:

(such as The Birmingham Six; and Hillsborough); and (c) that the senior civil service has been

heavily politicisedinthepas t decade or soé.

But how ironic that it is the very Brexiters who talke:
now objecting to parliament being given a voice in the
party has made it clear that they support Bre  xit - but that the significantly different forms Brexit

takes require parliamentary discussion and approval (or another referendum) of its precise shape.

-The third problem I have with the statement that the ¢
most of us are at least agnostics, if not downright atheists dand even believers interpr
in many different ways

The Guardian newspaper embodies the voice of the liberal elite and is, indeed, a paper | have been
reading myself with increasing scepticism (respecting only journalists such as John Harris and Gary

Younge) but this article had animportant i nsi ght é
Fordecades, eurosceptics revered the UK®&s wunwritten constituti
independent judiciary, its neutral civil service. But an alternative centre of power - the people - has now
been established. Rather than their loyalty to the constitu tion, institutions are now judged according to

their loyalty to the demos (nearly half of whom voted to remain) ...

The elected Commons is no more respected. There is only one parliament that is currently guaranteed a say

on the final Brexitdeal -anditi s not the Briti s hmabgnes MEPB,unlike#es,ade6 muc h
assured a vote.

Like past revolutionaires, the Brexiteers are seeking to remake national institutions in their own image. But

as they contend with the biggest task facing any government since 1945, they may yet regret their

dismissal of accumulated wisdom.
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| have never been a friend of the mass media or the political class dthis is the best expose of the

Nomenklatura forme (wr i tt en by Anthony Jay |alayshightightinniyni ster 6) w
continuing effort to make sense of the global crisis eg Dispatches to the post -capitalist

generation (p70). And this is the expose of the corporate media - Fraudcast News 0 written by Pat

Chalmers who, for more than a decade, was part of the Reuters News system.

But | get worried when  the rule of law gets ridiculed ortrample  dé . I't t akes us back to th

Monday, January 9, 2017

Can outsiders ever understand what's going on in Romania?

An article and paper from a British cons  ultant/hired

gunabout aspects of Roméascon€ided j udi ci a
with an explosive scandal here in Romania about tapes of

conversations between anti -corruption agents, Prosecutors

and the Secret Service apparently targeting for

prosecution people, for example, who were getting under

the skin of the previous President éé
It got me reflecting for the fi rst time for some years on

what Francis Fukuedma ncga ltloe d etnhmea rok ?
question d namely how long it takes a society to develop

strong and reliable institutions of | i ber al dhesmocr acyé
will be a rather personal and disjointed post as | try to

collect my thoughts...so forgive me.....I will try shortly to

gather them more coherently...

My relationship with Romania goes back exactly 26 years 91l

arrived to hea vy snow and dim lights in January 1991 and,

for a week, was ferried to places such as Brasov and Alba

lulia in an ambulance (I was on a WHO assignment) to meet various dignitaries; subsequently

travelling to and from lasi in the East by train.

INnmid1992 I t ook up a yeards assignment in the Prime Minist
elected big city mayors and the Ministry of the Interi
support for local government 8 during when | had discussions with sev eral very senior politicians and

officials and had a vague sense then of the iron fists and years of experience concealed in their

gl oves, eyes and voices. é

| was even one of a small number of foreign guests given seats of honour and a special mention at

one of the first Conferences then of the renamed Social Democratic party (PSD) - which was all too

guickly admitted to the Socialist International éThis pi
skil ful operators to use t o ghauttHe dismaleealityofodfornrover Eur oped

efforts in the country in the 90s.

I remembervividly Ral f Dahr endor f 991 thatitdvgull takerattleast angeneration to
make the beginnings of an impact on the communist mindset inculcated in central european countries
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https://books.google.ro/books?id=f3trAgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

for 50 years. But the European Commission knew differently and made a decision in 1997 which

shocked me to the core & that EC technical assistance to central European and Balkan countries

would no | onger be governed by o0devel opmental 6 objecti:
for mal | egal requirement of the Acqui shpCommaunitaire (.
It was obvious that the old power structures were still firmly in place but a break in the rule of ex -

communists had taken place in 1996 when a liberal President was elected who sadly proved to be

ineffective - and the old communist rule continued unde r lliescu until sea captain and Bucharest ex -

mayor Basescu took power in 2004. Only then can it be said that the reform of state agencies

(slowly) started dvery much under t hAdhoaglythe couhtry tvds admied éwith

Bulgaria) to the EU in 2007, its judicial performance (with BG's) caused sufficient concern to

ensure that it was subject to continued monitoring under the terms of the Verification Mechanism.

This continues....

By then, however, the EC and EU strategy was simply to request R omania to observe the legal

formalities of the AC;  and to set up and ape the institutions of old Europe (already started through
otwinningdéd with appropriate agencies in member countri .
millions of euros of EC Stru ctural Funds managed entirely by Romania).

TomGal |l agher 8s Romani a adhdw thelweak Woquishedehe strord (2010n

documents the sad results

Noone, it needs to be stressed, is an expert in the transition from communism to a system of liberal

democracy 0 or whatever we want to call the European system. We need to be very clear about

thisé.noone expect edtheionly ramotely eWniilalent experienae was the collapse

in the 70s of the Iberian and Latin American dictatorships 0 so people like me had (slowly) to try to

build up a new set of putative skills and capacitiestéé:
in The Long Game & not the log -frame (2011)

I candt pretend t o be sical retusnngdemlytin 2008; hdv® divided imgptime

since then between Bulgaria and Romania;anddon 6t even speak the | anguageé.
But, thanks to my Romanian partner, | did take part in workshops, for example, for Young Political

Leaders led by American advisers who really shocked me for the disdain they showed for policy

matters 0 everythingwasabout pol i ti cal marketingé. These, of course,
was preaching that the State should be dismantl edé. onl
grudgingly admit that they may have gone too. far in thi

Another memory | have of these days is the Head of the European Delegation (Karen Fogg 1993-

98)who gave every consultant (1 i ke Making DemocsayiVorla ®y of Ro b e
civic traditionsinltaly ( 1993) which suggested t h adouthern Balidha mor al f ami
Regions had undermined their pretences at modernism and effectively place  d them 300 years

behind the northern regions.  Putnam indeed spawned an incredible technocratic literature on the

concept of social capital and ideas on how it could be
modern capitalism..

Romanian communismhad almost 50 years to inculcate more cooperative attitudes and beha
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viour dbut the forced nature of oOcollective farmsoé; the fo
to drive industrialisation; and the scale of Securitate spying created a society wh ere, paradoxically,

no one felt able to trust.

From 1990 the market became God; Reagan and Thatcher had glorified greed; the state was bad;

and television @ which had been limited by Ceaucescuto 2 hoursaday -t he great goodééAs th
commercial stations a nd journals spread, the values of instant gratification became dominant.

The short pamphlet Fighting Corruption with Con Tricks -Romani ads Assauljiston Democr e
produced by the Henry Jackson Society shows absolutely no understanding o

the scale of theft perpetrated by business - national and international.
| want to be fair  to this article and the 20 -odd page pamphlet about the Romanian both of which |
have read very carefully. I think he makes some very f.

balance. The scale of the plunder carried out by Romanian businessmen and  politicians challenged
only by the establishment a few years ago of the anti ~ -corruption agency is never mentioned - nor
the scale of the the plunder and the role of the PSD i

And unlike this longer academic review of the Romanian judiciary publ i shed | ast year, CIl a
coverage of the communist period6s influence on the | uiq
system with communistmet hods é .

Clark is not stupid & he must realise that in the heavily politicised Romanian context, his paper is

going to be used to weaken the only agency which has been giving ordinary Romanians some hope

that their country was at last making progress toward a system which held powerful people

account abl e é é Naélrundarstand thepawerwarious secret agencies exert here over

judici al and political figuresé..but that requires us |
write 9 not to give succou r to the devious
Those who really want to get a sense of the country can do a lot worse than clicking Mapping

Romania- notes on an unfinished journey

Wednesday, January 11, 2017

Impervious power

For more than a decade | lived and worked in

states in central Asia and central Europe which

were (and remain) systemically corrupt & my work
being in o0smal/l islandsé of
improvement.

dn Transit - notes on good governance6 was t he
little book | used as a calling card in Uzbekistan (3

years); Azerbai jan (2 years); Kyrgyzstan (2 years),
Bulgaria (2 years) and, more briefly, Romania

(whose project management | could take for less

than a month),

I devoured the | itaesitolagydr e’ first on 0
(early reading was captured in the 2 " chapter of o - ——
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"I n Transi t " )antiacordi ptioméeén. aonnd ot r i ed, i n various papers, to
experience.

In 2007 | brought my critical thoughts together in a paper Missionaries or mercenaries? -

presented to the Annual Conference of Network of schools of public admin in central and eastern

Europe which | updated in 2011 in response to an audit and subsequent review of the European

Commi ssionds progr abistaeced¢t hEeoBaickdblonAas strategyod)

That second paper was called The Long Gamed not the log -frame d and, in it, | coined the phrase

Ot he i mpervious st at enthwhiehcfar uasioris reafonst dystemieatlyscarupt

political regimes have been able to deflect criticism (both domestic and from international bodies)

|l i ke water slipping down a duckds back. Sadly, rthe phr.
more) impervious to public discontent.

And, equally sadly, Romania is a prime example of both this systemic corruption and apparent public

indifference. There were no celebrations at the beginning of the month & when the country might

have been expected to be celebrating what was, after all, the tenth anniversary of its membership

of the European Union and when indeed it was celebrating the 27th year of freedom

from the iron grip of Ceaucescu.

Privatisation was a policy insisted on by global institutio  ns after 1989 but was favoured by

apparatniks and leaders of many political parties in the region as a means of enriching themselves.

State bodies were left alone - as the fiefdom of these parties -wi t h o6reformé efforts co
basically of new acronym s and rhetoric.

Lack of any serious reform efforts meant that Romania had no chance of being allowed into Europe

in 2004. Although its membership was approved in principle in 2005, a system of annual monitoring
and verification reports was installed from 2005 - and is actually still in place for judicial reform.
Indeed its eventual membership was allowed 3 years later largely because of the reform efforts of

the Minister of Justice Monica Macovei - appointed in 2004 by newly -elected President Traian
Basescu.

It was however typical thatt he very day after Romania entered the EU (and therefore escaped

most of its oOoconditionalitiesé ), the Romanian Senate
came the f ol | odjustrore ofre@manyhatacks over the years by politicians and th e

media on attempts to sustain an independent judiciary

The Anti-Corruption Agency (created in 2003) has managed to
manyof the subsequent convictions have been on the basis
remains high (judging perhaps it bettertohavea f e wo Al Caponed ftthapletthe onvi cti ons
systemically-c or r upt wal k free) é.

It is remarkable how few Europeans know (let alone care) about Romania. Tom Gallagher is an
academic who published his Theft of a Nation 8 Romania since Communisirin 2005; Romania and the
European Union - how the Weak vanquished the Strong _ (2010); and has written over the years
frequent columns for the European and Romanian press. His interests, however, are much wider

which means that the occasional article by outsiders who know little of Ro mania (such as these

by Dennis McShane and David Clark) can so easily (and shamelessly) mislead.
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Gall agher must have French and Ger man equivalents but |

Alina Mungiu-Pippidiisa highlyrespect ed academi c i nde éobmastrwaterooh t he wor |
anti -corruption efforts  (now based in Berlin) but her efforts to help her country are attacked by

the local corporate media é . si nce she i-preeén. Blerparsia typical pi ece
hercountryés successful efforts in outsmarting the EU

Sunday, January 15, 2017

A Divided country - dangerous prospects

Public protest in Romania has won yet another
famous victory & forcing the newly -elected
PSD government to cancel the emergency
decree it had signed (on e midnight earlier last
week!!).

A decree (rather than a bill which would have
been subject to parliamentary and public
discussion) to relea se many imprisoned for
corrupt practices - and to stop the prosecution
of hundreds of others (including the leader of
the PSD).

More than 100,000 people protested _ outside
central government (just 5 minutes walk from
our flat) for several days & just as they had 15 months earlier when a series of scan  dals eventually
forced a previous PDS government to resign. On that occasion, the President appointed a non -
political figure as Prime Minister whose government was a mix of technocratic and minor political
figures.

The lack of scandals and the ongoing wo rk of the anti -corruption agency (DNA) perhaps made
people imagine that orul
arrived in the country. But, amazingly, the PSD
party (inheriting its corrupt Ceaucescu

traditions) came back, in the parliamentary

elections last December , to a landslide victory o
if on a turnout which was less than 40% of the
electorate. And immediately declared that it

would be taking action to release from prison
those convicted and those facing criminal
prosecution for corrupt actions of less than

some 40,000 euros (its _government programme
was 173 pages longand I;m still trying to find

how that bit was phrased)

23


https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-i-XwlmFYtZg/WJc0c0GxmoI/AAAAAAAAGCI/Gw5R5-x-D0ktzehslv7OnR_1o62vxqFtACLcB/s1600/Harsia+Theodor+The+Kulak+trial.jpg
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-1E5bFfnyaBI/WJc0x-4xZBI/AAAAAAAAGCM/q1l_bTmcinE3EQRHOqr42xAKorhEoh-5ACLcB/s1600/miklossy+lupeni+1920.jpg
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2301329
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2301329
http://www.fluierul.ro/jsp/article/indexDisplayArticle.jsp?artid=324817&title=alina-mungiu-pippidi-si-romania-curata-au-incasat-sume-uriase-din-finantari-soros-bani-din-care-e-platit-si-mihai-gotiu-si-alti-activisti-care-scriu-la-romania-curata-cati-bani-de-ai-lui-soros-toaca-smecherii-de-la-ong-urile-ecologiste-si-civice
http://www.fluierul.ro/jsp/article/indexDisplayArticle.jsp?artid=324817&title=alina-mungiu-pippidi-si-romania-curata-au-incasat-sume-uriase-din-finantari-soros-bani-din-care-e-platit-si-mihai-gotiu-si-alti-activisti-care-scriu-la-romania-curata-cati-bani-de-ai-lui-soros-toaca-smecherii-de-la-ong-urile-ecologiste-si-civice
http://sar.org.ro/amp/data/dox/academic/papers/Romania.%20Outsmarting%20the%20EU's%20Smart%20Power.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/02/a-divided-country-dangerous-prospects.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/romania-government-retracts-decree-after-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/04/romania-government-retracts-decree-after-protests
http://www.politico.eu/article/romanian-government-passes-decree-to-let-prisoners-out-of-jail-early/
http://www.politico.eu/article/romanian-government-passes-decree-to-let-prisoners-out-of-jail-early/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/02/romanians-clash-with-police-in-biggest-protests-since-fall-of-communism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVKTDOCkfPs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-law-prisoner-pardons-corruption
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-law-prisoner-pardons-corruption
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/01/romanians-protests-emergency-law-prisoner-pardons-corruption
http://www.cdep.ro/pdfs/oz/Program%20de%20Guvernare.pdf
http://www.cdep.ro/pdfs/oz/Program%20de%20Guvernare.pdf

Bad enough that this was the first thing they announced d even worse that they made it the subject

of an immediate emergency decree with the clear intention of avoiding any public let alone

parliamentar y discussion. Such is the action of totalitarians - treating the public with contempt.

Hardly surprising that people resent being treated i n

Here's an interesting video discu_ssion from Al Jazeera which contains a good take from someone
who had been an adviser to a recent PSD Prime Minister. One of his important points is that the old
guard was long cleared out of the PSD and that the current issue is simply that of afightfo r
survival of the younger political class  which has received a thoroughly western education - but
which now feels under threat from an over -zealous anti-corruption drive. This goes back to the
point | made in an earlier post about the American training of this younger generation which |
witnessed for myself in the early 90s as the proponents of the Washington Consensus descended on
the country.....

I'tds clear that the count rwithivesy fesvpdutrals. Thenssueswo on t hi s i s
referred to in the 2 previous posts have unleashed powerful emotions about the very fabric of the
naton -wi t h the revanchist rhetoric of Orban in Hungary at

Bessarabia(addedt o Tr umpds ambi v al srikingdéearinto many Romaniarg. It is

significant that the government statement about the withdrawal of the Decree recognised the

danger of such public divisions.

Political legitimacy is now being denied by each side 4 that is what makes this such a dangerous

issue. Romani ads President Klaus Johannis is hardly a conci
determination to bring down the PDS but with his own legitimacy still in question 0 he was, after all,

almost the only one of some 200 mayors being targeted in 2012/13 for corrupt practices whose

case was suspended and then forgotten! And the intellectuals (of which Romania has so many!!) have

been all too quick to take sides......leaving a dearth in the space foram  ore honourable scepticism.....

Much of Romania may be celebrating today o but some cool heads are needed. Talk of bringing down
the government so soon after its landslide victory is foolhardy. Already there is talk of the country

being "ungovernable".

Coder heads and minds should rather be focused on holding this government to account for the
implementation of those parts of its programme which are not divisive and can help unite the

country

Updatel Thisisthe best short piece I;ve read so far about the situation

The reproductions are from Bucharest's (first ever) post 1989 exhibition of Romanian Social ist

Realism - Art for the people 1948 -1965? dwhi ch wi | | run through-to the spri
presented Catalogue (of 300 pages) accompanies the exhibition and is, for the first time for the

Gallery, bilingual and well -priced (13 euros). These are more than 70 of the reproductions from my

flickr album

Sunday, February 5, 2017
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The Revenge of History?

We have become fat, | azy and carelessé..taking the | ev
enjoyed from the 1950s through to  the 1990s too much for granted ("we" being the citizens of the

core European states and the US)

And whatever lessons the post -war generation learned about the killing fields of Europe in the first

half of the 20th  century have clearly not been properlya bsor bed by their descendant ¢
war was a real and evident threat until the late 70s and seemed to have disappeared with the

demise of the Soviet Union.

For many, therefore, the last 6 months have been a rude awakening - as the final vestiges of pub lic
trust in (government) leadership came crashing down and we found our attention being directed to
the last time we confronted such uncertainty - the

Themes of intellectual 1930s. But at last a sense of history is beginning to develop
di 3 again. A couple of articles crystal lised t his for me &first one

iscussion - by Tobias Stone which actually appeared last summer o
The managerial revolution '\’,Q, e
End of Fagctolnsm During the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme | was struck that
le l,ri:acmm it was a direct outcome of the  assassination of an Austrian Arch
Nz world o, I Duke in Bosnia. | very m uch doubt anyone at the time thought the
End of ideology killing of a minor European royal would lead to the death of 17
Revisionis million people. My point is that this is a cycle. It happens again and
Private af fluence/public squalour again, but as most people only have a 50 -100 year historical
Carporate planning perspective (fromp ar ent s and school) they dondt s
Modernisation of society happening again. _
Participation As the events that led to the First World War unfolded, there
critique of professionals were a few brilliant minds who started to warn that something big
Costs of economic growth was wrong, that the web of treaties across Europe could lead to a
Public choice theory war, but they were dismissed as hysterical, mad, or fools, as is
Small is beautiful always the way, and as people who worry about Putin, Brexit and
Change Trump are dismissed now.

The other article  Why Elites always Rule took me back to my university days in the early 1960s

when | first encountered (and was impressed by) the work of the elite theorists _ Robert Michels,
Mosca and Pareto;and of ot her centr al Europeans such as Schumpet
fame)onthe cent r al i ssue of how the masses might be contr ol

I al so r eme mb er Crénds aadsPowzanmkirtg & biglimpact on me when its English
translation was published in 1962.

By the 1960s, however, far from fearing the masses a lot of us in Europe and America were

celebrating them o whether throught h e f as hiparticipationrd d e t cominunity ection,

direct action or community development

Major political and economic events in the 1970s punctured  that optimism and ushered in a

celebration not of mutuality but of egocentThecity, gr e:q
CenturyoftheSelf captures the process superblyéée.

Some time ago, | doodled a table which tried to catch the focus of intellectual discussion, decade
by decade, starting with the 1930s - eg "deindustrialisation" is the first of the themes of the
1980s...
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/02/the-revenge-of-history.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tobias-stone/history-tells-us-what-will-brexit-trump_b_11179774.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tobias-stone/history-tells-us-what-will-brexit-trump_b_11179774.html
http://somme2016.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand_of_Austria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Archduke_Franz_Ferdinand_of_Austria
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2017/01/why-elites-always-rule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elite_theory
https://www.brainpickings.org/2015/03/06/crowds-and-power-elias-canetti/
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=7ZNiOo89Er4C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://infed.org/mobi/saul-alinsky-community-organizing-and-rules-for-radicals/
http://changesuk.net/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/ACW-Talking-Point-_CD-in-the-UK-revised-Dec.05_.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/01/moving-images.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/01/moving-images.html

| donét |ike conspiracy iyceari estbPUY™ ¢ does s mh
now that a lot of very big money started in the late 1940s to i strokadtion !
y big money , Privatisation ¢

fund a large number of new think -tanks devoted to pushing a Pursuit of excellence :
radical neo-liberal agenda. ecology |
| remember when | first encountered in the 1970s the decen?mlfsafion 4
pamphlets from the British  Institute for Economic Affairs g::“;’:_’:" J
o - . ) of history F
Their ideas (such as road pr|C|r.1g) were presented with quite Flexibility and i /
ruthless elegance and were quite shocking - but had a coherent Reinvention of gom! nment: NPM B
logic which al lowed me to present them to my surveyor Climate change s
students as examples of the usefulness of economic thinking mmm organisation P
and principlesé Washington consensus W
Good governance W

Neo-liberalism and its limits D¢

Philip Mor kows KThelRead #dndv@nt st udy Environmental collapse St
Pelerin details (in its 480 pages!) how exactly the think tanks ! C
managed to achieve this id eological turnaround and to capture 5"
most powerful international bodies such as The World Bank, M.
The International Monetary Fund, OECD and the EC. D!

The Financial crash of 2008 should have been the catalyst to a rethink but, despite the valiant
efforts of pe ople such as Joseph Stiglitz and Mark Blyth, it has taken Brexit and Trump to
challenge the assumptions of theneo -l i ber al machi neéé

I dondt think it hel pd&whdther "gopulisty Wacist'aob"madcist". (atry notita d
useanywordwhi ch ends i mbjedtingatfedv yeaiis ago ® being called a leftist )
Populist parties started to worry some people around the year 2000 d as you will see from this
academic article but intellectual, political and business elites were so trapped in their bubbles that
they didndot slamWernértMuceol nienrgd.s rVeéhatés Pdpulism? tistohe of the few
books which have so far been written about it and  builds on this earlier pamphlet

We do not necessarily have to accept that "what goes around, comes around" ie that history is

cyclical. But | suspect that it is a more fruitful a pproach than the one which has been prevailing in

recent decades - namely that it's linear and takes us through innovative change to a better world......

| was impressed that some academics have tried to remedy our myopia and have put together
a Trump Syl labus with a fairly extensive reading list -
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Trump -Syllabus/236824

http://www.publicbooks. org/trump -syllabus-2-0/

http://www.publicbooks.org/trump __-syllabus-3-0/

In that same spirit | offer these hyperlinks -

Trump Resource

How to Build an Autocracy

Age of Kakistocracy ,
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/1995/06/22/ur -fascism/
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/11/political-labelsagain.html
http://sorsafoundation.fi/wp-content/uploads/sites/807/2012/07/Cuperus-Contribution-Kalevi-Sorsa-Foundation.pdf
http://sorsafoundation.fi/wp-content/uploads/sites/807/2012/07/Cuperus-Contribution-Kalevi-Sorsa-Foundation.pdf
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/book-review-what-is-populism-by-jan-werner-muller/
http://www.ippr.org/juncture/parsing-populism-who-is-and-who-is-not-a-populist-these-days
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Trump-Syllabus/236824
http://www.publicbooks.org/trump-syllabus-2-0/
http://www.publicbooks.org/trump-syllabus-3-0/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/03/how-to-build-an-autocracy/513872/
http://www.nybooks.com/daily/2017/01/24/styrofoam-presidency-trump-aesthetics/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/1995/06/22/ur-fascism/

https://gerryco23.wordpress.com/2017/01/25/drifting -towards -great -catastrop hes-premonitions -from -the -
1930s/

https://almostrational.wordpress.com/2015/12/08/read -canetti -stop -trump/
http://www.newstatesman.com/ideas/2011/08/crowds -power-canetti -book-eyes
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2016/11/14/1598974/ -Listen -to - Trump-voters -Listen -to - Gessen Eco-and-

Canetti -first_-learning-the -lessons-of - history
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2017/01/31/populistauthoritarian _strains worry koch network 13
2949.html

http://washingtonmonthly .com/2017/01/31/the -12-early -warning-signs-of -fascism/
https://www.onfocus.com/2016/11/6845/anti -authoritarian _-immune-system
https://www.opendemocracy.net/robert  -borosage/trumps -perverse -populism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Revolt of the Masses

http://pinkmonkey.com/dl/libraryl/revolt.pdf

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom -world/freedom -world-2017
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2016/04/america -tyranny -donald-trump.html

The title of this post | now see is one quite frequently used - eg 2 contemporary books by leftists
(Seamus Milne and Alex Callicos) and also of this _useful article

Monday, February 6, 2017

= <

The Rise and Fall......

R A lot of claims have been made in recent

weeks for writers who antici
rise to power. Firstit was Richard Rorty o

in a long-forgotten book published in 1998.

Then the son of Neil Postman, who had

written in 1985 a powerf ul critique of the

effect of modern television - Amusing

Ourselves to Death & popped up to claim

that his dad had seen it all coming . The

sonds article r eBrager red us ba
New World i ssued in 1935¢.

But the boldest (a nd perhaps most credible)
claim was made last week by one of my
favourite bloggers (John  Michael Greer)

for an amazing book written a century ago
by Oswald Spengler 9 Decline of the West

The conventional wisdom of our era insists that

modern industrial society candt
the same life cycle of rise and fall as eve ry
. other civilization in history;
to be some unique future awaiting us i uniquely

splendid or uniquely horrible, it doesnf6t even seem to matt
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http://thearchdruidreport.blogspot.bg/2017/02/perched-on-wheel-of-time.html
http://thearchdruidreport.blogspot.bg/2017/02/perched-on-wheel-of-time.html
http://faculty.webster.edu/corbetre/personal/reading/spengler-decline.html

The theory, first proposed in the early 18th century by the Italian historian Giambattista Vico and later

refined and developed by such scholars as Oswald Spengler and Arnold Toynbee, that civilizations rise and

fall in a predictable Iife cycle, regardless wodguescal e or t e
generalization, either; each of the major writers on the subject set out specific stages that appear in

order, showed that these have occurred in all past civilizations, and made detailed, falsifiable predictions

about how those stages can be expecte d to occur in our civilization.

Have those panned out? So far, a good deal more often than not.  In the final chapters of his second volume,

for example, Spengler noted that civilizations in the stage ours was about to reach always end up racked by

conflic ts that pit established hierarchies against upstart demagogues who rally the disaffected and

transform them into a power base. Looking at the trends visible in his own time, he sketched out the most

likely form those conflicts would take in the Winter phas e of our civilizationé.

Those left out in the cold by these transformations, in turn, end up backing what Spengler called

Caesarismii the rise of charismatic demagogues who challenge and eventually overturn the corporate -

bureaucratic order. These demagogues needndt come from within the excluded c
Caesar, the obvious example, came from an old upper -class Roman family and parlayed his family

connections into a successful political career.

Watchers of the current political scene may be interested to know that Caesar duri
the imposing figure he became in retrospect; he had a high shrill voice, his morals were remarkably flexible
even by Roman standardsfit he scurril ous gossip of his andmee wvearlyl ewdo nha md sO

h u s b @ andl be spent much of his career piling up huge debts and then wriggling out from under them.
Yet he became the political standardbearer for the plebeian classes, and his assassination by a conspiracy
of rich Senators launched th e era of civil wars that ended the rule of the old elite once and for all.

Arguments about oOrise and fallé have -makergwhotgndiobavedaown al | tF
vested interest in Oprogressoé and @Grobtlesdtsflobiousegibypost gi ves a2
those who would counter the argument of o0declinistsbo

Thus those people watching the political scene last year who knew their way around Spengler, and noticed

that a rich guy had suddenly broken with the corporate  -bureaucratic consensus and called for changes that

woul d benefit the excluded classes at the expense of the af
happening, or what the likely outcome would be.

It was those who insisted on linear models of history i for ex ample, the claim that the recent ascendancy
of modern liberalism counted as the onward march of progress, and therefore was by definition

irreversible iwho found themselves flailing wildly as hi Abdpry took
as Spengler sketches out the process, it also represents the exhaustion of ideology and its replacement by
personality.

A good sustained analysis of Decline of the West _ which appeared in 1983 argued that Spengler

e . . knew that men are generally disdainful of experience an
they like to conceptualize the future in terms of what they consider the desirable rather than the likely

course of events.

In counterpoint to these, in his view, irrational trends, he remarked that optimism is naive and in some

respects even vulgar, and that it surely stands for cowardice when one is afraid to face the fact that life is

fleeting and transient in all i ts aspects.

You can dip for yourself into the 1000 plus pages of  the original 1918 book here
Thursday, February 9, 2017
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http://www.vqronline.org/essay/decline-west-spengler-reconsidered
https://ia800304.us.archive.org/12/items/Decline-Of-The-West-Oswald-Spengler/Decline_Of_The_West.pdf

The Great Disrupt ion?

We have seen such massive changes in our lifetime that | find it odd that key people in Brexit and

Trumpds victory t alerknistoandMabistappedatbhesd to help o0destr o
establishmento

oOLenin, 6 Stephen Bannon is quotked atatayi agd owhat &8s my
want to bring everything crashing down, and destroy al |

empl oying Leninds strategy for Tea Party populist goal :
Democratic Parties, as well as the traditional conservative press.

The Great Disruption (2014) was an entertaining
examination of the scale of recent technical change

0 and its social and political impact. Many would say

that 1789 marks the start of Europe and the

modern ageds relentless fo
tradition with reason; others trace it further back o}
to the Scottish Enlightenment _ of a few decades
earlier; the industrial revolution _ of the same period;

or to the Protestant Reformation _ two centuries

earlier (Martin Lutheroés 9 0
Wittenburgds church door a i s
October!!)

And yet each passing generation seems to feel that

it is being hit afresh wi  th change. The different

words 80 r evol uti ond6, omodernni

ochanged6é, oOreinventionéd ono
reflect the confusion as events have played out in

the post -war period.

The Turbo -Capitalism we have seen in recent

decadesmayhave under mined peopleo0os con dence |

government capacity and integrity; and in routine and formal political activity - but technology and

the soci al medi a have given people an outlet for expre:
Brexit and Trauenpst vichowyt hat itds possible to oO0take
seems an opportunity to stop the previously irresistible onward charge of globalisation. But how real

is this? Human agency may be back in fashion again after the apparent fatalism of Margaret

Thatcherdds TINA doctrine (0There is No Alternativeo)

But is this all sleight of hand? We are used to being told by the change managers about the need

for thorough preparation for significanButeobnehage, for i
given any thought to the possibility of Brexit winning or prepared any strategies; and the first 3

weeks of Trump rule has consisted of only bluster and il -considered executive orders

0Changed6 is a word that has hgydAccardingtoadetiPhilptarkmg f or hal f
O0Sexual intercourse began in 1963 € & at roughly the same time my generation began to chafe under

the restricti onsowelfdesoribedamm@avid K ¢ n & s t Augieditg

Britain and Modernity Britain 1957 -1962.
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http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/08/22/steve-bannon-trump-s-top-guy-told-me-he-was-a-leninist.html
http://labourlist.org/2012/11/the-present-conservative-government-is-almost-maoist/
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The notion of omodernizati onsé o(fa so Veheatt dosu twrionn ga wiatniho uBsr i
published by the Penguin Press in the 60s) became highly seductive for some of us -é.
Coincidentally 1963 was the year Har ol d Wiwhiteleeat del i ver
oftechnology 6 t o an el ectrified Labour Party Conference, pre
1964-70 Labour Government.

The need for reform of our institutions (and the power structures they sustained) became a

dominant post -war theme and | eagerly absorbed the writing which was coming from American

progressive academics in the 1960s (such as Warren Bennis and Amitai Etzioni ) about the new

possibilities offered by the social sciences; and listened spellbound on the family radio to the 1970

Rei t h L e c Chamge and lodustrial Society 6 by Do n adsdbse§uerttlissued as the

book oO0Beyond the Stabl e St at e@ynamitconsentatismtheacdi wedt t he 1P
talk about government as a learning system and to ask what can we know about social change.

From that moment | was hooked on the importance of  organisations (particularly public) and of
institutional refor méé

In those days there was little talk of management (!) and only a few Peter Drucker

booksé. . Totird Shack dame the very next year (1971) by which time | had started to

proselytize the oneed for changed in papers which bore
managementé and OFrom corporate planning to community
uponthe theme -blir®dpwsitacyd and anticipated that future s

would |l ook very different from those previously knowné.
It was a decade later (1982), however, when Tom Peters first burst on the scene with his

celebrationofentre pr eneur i al nirapairaug @& BExeatience 0 6- presaging the demise of

| arge corporations such as I BM and Gener al Mot or sé.

was to take another decade for this to be reflected in the Clinton/Gore Government Reinvention

agenda and 1997 for the start of the British Modernising Government agendaé . All this coinciding
with the dot.com revolution é é

Since Brexit and,whatlwouddadl Kerensky lbera s are feeling a bit outflanked by

a motley crowd of Bol shevi ks, Leninists and Maoi stsé. al
doctrine being preached by t h&tephanBaon dwhotdlksafmpds key ad)
Ot ear i ng down Der$piegel niakes d qoadrattempt here -

In November, the news website BuzzFeed published a 50-minute audio clip of remarks made by

Bannon via Skype in 2014 that provides a strong glimpse into his world view. They were made at a

conference at the Vatican of representatives of the religious right in Europe.

Exactly 100 years ago tomorrow, Bannon began, the assas sination in Sarajevo of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

sparked World War I. Until that day, there had been "total peace. There was trade, there was globalization,

there was technological transfer é Seven weeks | ater, | think thedwthwere 5 mi
30 days there were over a million casualties."

He went on to say that the world is once again at such a point, "at the very beginning stages of a very

brutal and bloody conflict." He blamed it on "a crisis both of our church, a crisis of our fai th, a crisis of the
West, a crisis of capitalism."Bannon described, first, a system of "crony capitalism” of the elite that only

created wealth for the establishment, allowing that he knew what he was talking about from his own
background. He said there's a desperate need for a renaissance of "what | call the 'enlightened capitalism'’
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of the Judeo -Christian West," with companies that create jobs and prosperity for all. (although he has also
said that the more hard -nosed it is the better!!)

The second threa t, he said, comes from the secularization of society. He noted that the "overwhelming
drive of popular culture is to absolutely secularize" millennials under 30. He said Breitbart had become the
voice of the anti -abortion movement and the traditional marri  age movement.

The third threat, and perhaps the greatest, Bannon preached from the computer screen, is Islam. "We are

in an outright war against jihadist Islamic fascism." But this war, he warned, is "metastasizing far quicker
than governments can handle it." He said a "populist revolt" of "working men and women" is now needed to
battle Wall Street and Islam at the same time, an international Tea Party movement modelled after

Britain's right -wing populist UKIP, which he knows well. The U.S. Republican Part y establishment, on the
other hand, he described as a "collection of crony capitalists.”

An international alliance of populists united in their hatred of the elite, appealing to the workers and

brought together by a common enemy -- only with the Muslims re placing the Jews this time. It all makes
Bannon, and Trump along with him, sound like a fascist.

But are they? Times are different today, as are the means, paths and goals. There's no longer a need for
masses of brown shirts or a screaming Goebbels. The masses are on the internet today and they read
Breitbart and follow Trump on Twitter. The manifestations today are modern and the ideology has also
been modernized. But the attitudes themselves seem to be enjoying a renaissance.

The painting which adornst he post is another which o6got awayo6 recent
Todoroff which | should have snapped up i mmedi ately (af

who hesitatesééé.

We, the people?

I al most threw a book at the television screen at the
when he said that this owas the day power transfers to
didndét talk during the c aenmoedcy and, mlany avent, any segongyt heni ng
programme of that sort  would involve things like citizen juries, participatory budgets etc and would

take time to i mplement properlyé.

On Inauguration Day power passed only to...... Trump & and we are therefore le ft with the clear

conclusion that he el i deaasdidarcertaipFrengh menarchwhen he wasi ms e | f
famously reported as saying OLOGEtat, cdbest moi!!
Or was it perhaps more of a promise that thmat 0real 6 Ami
same speech onever to |l et downé) could be confident th:
would bother about?? The rest & particularly journalists, judges, civil servants, politicians, experts,

academics, protestors d he would simply ignore and by pass. One article this week put it thus -

o

Trumpdaugur al address carried the stamp of hot ambition eve
Roberts, President Carte r, President Clinton, President Bush, President Obama, fellow Americans and

people of the world, thank you. &

What were the people of the world doing here? It has been conjectured that Trump was greeting a blood -

brotherhood ..that encompassed the followers  of Farage, Le Pen, Orban, Wilders and others. Just as likely,

given the grandiosity of the man, he meant to suggest that the fate of the world was so implicated in his

ascension that it was only polite to say hello.
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The next section, however, seemedtos ee t he American people as deciders for t
of America, are now joined in a great national effort to rebuild our country and restore its promise for all

of our people. Together, we will determine the course of America and the world for many, many years to

come. 8 This was i mmediately followed by an attempt to divid

0OAgainst me, the establishment (d@r\hsrlhe pegpleovinodnptter.lwvi t h me, t h
the new er a of polgidianshpmdpered dut theojobs left@nd the factories closed. The

establishment protected itself, but not the citizens of our country. Their victories have not been your

victories. Their triumphs have not b e ethisiyaogurationtdayiwaudp hs . & For
be a day of celebration, and Trump would rejoice with them:
day the people became the rulers of this nation again. The forgotten men and women of our country will be

forgottennolong er . &

OPeopl e power 6 a | a oBabitsringeBuithe Swids havevan actyve citirehry -

who can afford to give their time to debate and referel
who has declared war on many of the keyelement s of o0t he public spaced which i
between the people and rulers is something else.....

have never been a f adondhegrouhds thawvibis ctearlp aderpgatbry terrmo .

which is used to c uaposbhHeforettia Tsumpvic®ry o haffered some of the
elements which | think might reasonably be attributed to the term.

Jan Werner -Mu el | er 8 s r\Whatés®dpulism? tistohe ®f the few books which have so far
been written about it and  builds on this earlier pamphlet

But this short video (from last summer)  manages to punch home the key elements and, in so doing,
to persuade me that almost all the conditions are now  in place in the USA for a significant breach in
the democratic processé.

And the LRB article | quoted from above then goes on to spell out very dramatically how the much-
vaunted Obama legacy could so easily be used to muzzle dissidence and protest -

The national security state that Obama inherited and broadened, and has now passed on to Trump, is so
thoroughly protected by secrecy that on most occasions concealment will be an available alternative to lying.
Components of the Obama legacy that Trump will draw on include

- the curtailment of the habeas corpus rights of prisoners in the War on Terror;

- the creation of a legal category of permanent detainees who are judged at once impossible to put on trial
and too dangerous to release;

- the expanded use of the state secrets privilege to deny legal process to abused prisoners;

the denial of legal standing to American citizens who contest warrantless searches and seizures;

- the al location of billions of dollars by the Department of Homeland Security to supply state and local

police with helicopters, heavy artillery, state  -of -the -art surveillance equipment and armoured vehicles;
precedent for the violent overthrow of a sovereign gov  ernment without consultation and approval by
Congress (as in Libya);- precedent for the subsidy, training and provision of arms to foreign rebel forces to
procure the overthrow of a sovereign government without consultation and approval by Congress (as in

Syria);

- the prosecution of domestic whistleblowers as enemy agents under the Foreign Espionage Act of 1917;

- the use of executive authority to order the assassination of persons dincluding US citizens dwho by
secret process have been determined to pos e an imminent threat to American interests at home or abroad;

- the executive approval given to a nuclear modernisation programme, at an estimated cost of $1 trillion, to
streamline, adapt and miniaturise nuclear weapons for up to date practical use;
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- the increased availability & when requested of the NSA by any of the other 16 US intelligence agencies o]
of private internet and phone data on foreign persons or US citizens under suspicion.

The last of these is the latest iteration of Executive Order 12333 , originally issued by Ronald Reagan in
1981. It had made its way through the Obama administration over many deliberate months, and was
announced only on 12 January. As with the nuclear modernisation programme in the realm of foreign policy,
Executive Orde r 12333 will have an impact on the experience of civil society which Americans have hardly

begun to contemplate. Obamads awareness of this frightening
with which he campaigned for Hillary Clinton & an almost unseemly display of partisan energy by a sitting
president. AIlIIl along, he was expecting a chosen successor t

had created and he himself normalised.

Monday, February 13, 2017

"What is Truth?" asked Jesting Pilate.....and would not stay for an

answer..

I first came a @osotauthpotliicedét er m 0o
last summer 6but hadndt appreciated t
and nature of the o0deni al of f
blogosphere until the Trump campaign hit us full

blast in the autumn.

"Pol i tical correctnesso has app
evervoneds f duseemsindweobd at e
degenerating into a mindless post -modern

contempt for anything that s macks of evidence

This is not an easy topic to discuss in a civilised

way - so let me put my own cards squarely on the

tabl eéé.

| have quite strong memories of the 1980s as

the issues of feminism, racism and sexism first

moved in from t hsheavilgr gi nsé. . |
involved in issues of community development and the social exclusion which affected low  -income

people-and wasn6t too i mpressed withceilei mgdvél anguage of
So | understand the concern about &)morefpousedaisocials 6 b e c o mi
aspects of power and equality 6t o t he neglect of the economic..éAnd | I
of academic ghettoes (particularly in the (North American) universities accompanying the

devel opment of womenétdies. bl ack and gender

The backlash to opolitical correctnessé6, for me, was al

But even so, | watched open -mouthed last night the antics of a self  -centred, loud -mouthed,

hyperactive effeminate called Milo Yiannopoulis (yeah & pull the other one!) who is apparently the

epitome of a new breed of libertarian publicists who out  -do Oscar Wilde in their urge to shock.

Al t hough heds appar e oftBlejparavebsiedstor eédpf hede al so a wag
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"provocateur 6 on the same | Lldtle8ritainaeiest lwfenore them a decadee r s

ago

Jill Lepote gaves us recently in  The Internet of us and the end of facts the best history
seen of the whole post -truth phenomenon (beaware, i t 6 s t he | ast para of the

She starts with a childhood incident when she found herself challenging someone she knew had
stolen something she valued (a bat) -

The law of evidence that reigns in the domain of childhood is essential l'y medieval . OFight
said. ORace you for it,o6 | countered. A |l ong histori

centuries, trial by combat and trial by ordeal i trial by fire, say, or trial by water fi served both as means of
criminal investigation and as forms of judicial proof.

cal
the establishment of truth, for knowing how to know what

Kid jurisprudence works the same way: itdés an atkidavi sm.

and | had raced our bikes and | 6d won, the bat woul d
God-given proof that it had been mine all along: in such cases, the outcome is itself evidence. Trial by
combat and trial by ordeal place judgment in the hands of God. Trial by jury places judgment in the hands

of men. It requires a different sort of evidence: facts. A ofacto6 is, etymologically,

to mean something established as true only after the Church effectively abolish ed trial by ordeal in 1215,
the year that King John pledged, in Magna Car .t asaveliyNo

the | awful judgment of his peers or by the | aw of the

In England, the abolition of trial by ordeal led to the a doption of trial by jury for criminal cases. This
required a new doctrine of evidence and a new method of inquiry, and led to what the historian Barbara
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Shapiro has called o0the culture of factdé: thtei dea that

substance, the matter,offact ii s the basis of truth and the only ki
only in court but also in other realms where truth is arbitrated.
Between the thirteenth century and the nineteenth, the fact spread from law outward to sci ence, history,

nd

and journalism. What were the facts in the case ofthenail -pol i shed bat? | didndt want
of

kid didndét want to race. | decided to wage a battle
baseball in Italy? Sort of. Is  my name the name of a baseball team? Undeterminable, although in Latin it

means Ohare, 6 a fact that, while not dispositive, was

looked it up.

I never did get my bat back. Forget the bat. The point of the story is that | went to the library because |
was trying to pretend that | was a grownup, and | had been schooled in the ways of the Enlightenment.
Empiricists believed they had deduced a method by which they could discover a universe of truth: impartial,
verifiable knowledge. But the movement of judgment from God to man wreaked epistemological havoc. It
made a lot of people nervous, and it turned out that not everyone thought of it as an improvement. For the
length of the eighteenth century and much of th e nineteenth, truth seemed more knowable, but after that
it got murkier.

OK - here's the punchline -

Somewhere in the middle of the twentieth century, fundamentalism and postmodernism, the religious right

and the academic left, met up: either the only t  ruth is the truth of the divine or there is no truth; for both,
empiricism is an error. That epistemological havoc has never ended: much of contemporary discourse and

pretty much all of American politics is a dispute over evidence. An American Presidential debate has a lot
more in common with trial by combat than with trial by jury, which is what people are talking about when

they say these debates seem ochildishdé: the outcome
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut_Afhf8KQQ
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/21/the-internet-of-us-and-the-end-of-facts

The title of this post is the opening sente  nce of one of Francis Bacon's most famous essays

Sunday, February 19, 2017

Diaries, Memoirs and Blogs

Amongst my most treasured possessions are

some notebooks of my grandfather and

father from 1929 as they trekked and camped in
north -western Scotland (these came to me in
1990);andmymot her 6s tiny com
book(extracts accompany this post) which came
tomeonherdeat h in 2005¢.

She was the wife of a Scottish Presbyterian

Minister from the late 1930s and the friendship

and hospitality which | remember at our home (as
well as the strictures of the times) are evident in
the quotations chosen by
express sentiments which profoundly affected

my upbringing (the photo below is from her 100th
birthday celebrations.

Although | know that both of my parents were very proud of the distinctive path | chose for

mysel f, I 8dm not sure if t lofghe elememnt bf dgocentricity which dabdog appr ove
i mpliesé.

My first ever diary (which | rediscovered recently) was about a bike trip from London to Toulon but

I started the habit only in my 40s when | wansFora r ef or mi
s 16 years | actually held down a position at the

heart of policy -making and, in the 1980s, kept a

large A4 diary into which | would paste relevant

cuttings, papers and articles and scribble my

. thoughts on project work.

| still have 5 -6 of these diari es - others |

donated to the library of the urban studies

section of Glasgow University (when | was a

Fellow there for a couple of months in the early

90s) in the fond belief that some researcher of

the future might find these jottings about the

strategic management of Europeds | al

authority of interest (!).

Memoirs have been given a bit of a bad name by the egocentricity of politicians - although some
time back | identified some 20 life -accounts which gave superb analyses of times and lives . And |
missed out such things as CountHarry von Kessl er 8s dfromathei1889s throegho ior s
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the second world war (he was an amazing cultural figure) and the rather more depressing ones

of Viktor Klemperer covering the Nazi period. é

Isuppose the best contemporary exponent of the Diary ir
excerpted from time to time in the London Review of Books  é .

Nowadays the energy people used to devotet o
their diaries tends to find its outlet in

bl oggingé. .although ook
tend to be frowned upon é

Not that this discourages me as you wills ee

from the list at the top right corner of this

bl ogéé.

| personally have made a good living from words

0 both spoken and written 8 although the balance
between the two changed significantly after

1992. In the 70s and 80s it was the spoken

word which earn ed my modest keep (as a social
science teacher) and reputation as a regional
politician & although my papers, journal articles

and even a small book also attracted attention.

From the 1990s, the written report  was the lynchpin of the project management sy stem which lay
at the heart of my work universe - as a well-paid consultant in the EC programmes of Technical
Assistance to ex -communist countries. My job was to transfer experiences d and perhaps lessons 8
from government systems and agencies of Western E  urope to those in Central and Eastern Europe
and central Asia. Fortunately | had a bit of preparation for the role 8 being a member in the last
half of the 80s of various European working groups working on urban issues.

The wor k i n 0t r athe90$%andnoughtieswastareal ey 6opener - giving me a vantage
point to identify the various patterns in systems of local government and Civil services. Suddenly |

was seeing similarities in the powerful influence of informal processes in Austrian and D utch
systems 0 let alone Italian and Romanian!

Even so, switching roles and daediteobkane almogtadesade ski | | s was
before | was able to produce the coherence of  In Transit 8 notes on Good Governance (1999) and

essays such as - transfer of government functions __; civil service systems; decentralization ;

and Training that works! How do we build traini___ng systems which actually improve the performance

ofstate bodies ?. Thi s material forms the oOLessons from Experi
Mapping the Common Ground

As | was starting to phase out my project management work in 2010 or so, |  started blogging -
using my work experiences and reading since the 60s as the main focus of posts which now number
almost 1, 200. Sonmetoprbdudelkebsoksdlodmv s uwwh tcoafingensre as 0

effective public management 6; and cul tural aspects of Bulgari a; Ro ma
But for some time | ha ve been trying to produce alittte book f r om t he many posts | 86ve
bemoan gl obal social, economic and political trendsé. |
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expressing concern about global trends and asking where someone of my age and re sources should
be putting their energies to try to OoOmake a difference

Seventeen years later |Idm still not d&dadrteh owlgaht itthbes eard eval
the area of mutuality éé.but rereadi nodephagimadedniet i ng t he
realize that i1itds actually quite useful t o asitevere.st he pr o

Tensions between lines of thought can be seen 48 if not downright contradictions. Far from being a
nuisance, these helptoclarfya nd devel opéAnd one post tried to put a |
into atypology dal | owi ng me to see gaps in coverageeée.

On the other hand, blogging requires a very different set of skills from that of writing a book

which flows and has coherenceé. .

At the moment the book bears t fceaptiittalld s& DiGsemeetrcah é so ntéo at
sections entitled 0Our Confused WoTrhed 60Qo go Hohwa td iddi dwed tl eb
(covering the decline of the political party); and 0 Wh:;
quite a few of my papers in my lifetime)

The other thing | dve realized as | r er eyadributetee dr aft i s
those writers who have kept me company at one time or another on my journey of the past half

century or more.

My earliest memory of what I mi g hBertrand Rukselld daadthiem al 6 b ook
the tittes of the 1950s &Tony Crosl andés revisionist OFuture of Soci
counterblasts - Conviction ( 1 95 9 ) OQuaohApatly 6 ( 196 0) . d&articwadyrthe potitigal

and economics streams | opted into from 1962 0 was the profoundest influence on my mind. The key

influence may have been Karl Popp e r ThesOpen Society 0 but there were others such as

historian EH Carr and scholar of religion Reinhold Niebuhr é .

A couple of years ago | listed the 50 or so books which have made an impact on me here 0 and here

I n what | <call the oOrestless search for the newo6, we w
cast our minds back to such books andmbodiey to identify |
t h e r elntelléctual histories are quite rare - notwithstanding the great efforts of people

like Russell Jacoby, Peter Watson , Mark Greif, George Scialabba and even Clive James..... perhaps

http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/s10326.pdf

Wednesday, February 22, 2017
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The Progressive Dilemma

The eminent British journal The Political

Quarterly has given us for 80 years the most

elegant and insightful writing on British

politics.

Given the current desperation of the British

left, it is understandable that the journal's

current issue focuses on O0OPr ocg
contains a fascinating account of the nature

and course of that bundle of ideas in America

and Britain over the past century

In the US and the UK, progressivism went badly

wrong in its politics: The odor e Rooseveltds New
Nationalist campaign of 1912 divided American

reformers fatally, as did LIloyd Georgef6s postwar Coalitio
progressive alliance seems further awaDi Il bmmaédveemaiThe eh
of unrealistic projects, invariably disappointed.

The article Dilemmas and Disappointment; progressive politics 1896 -2016 (paywall) is from
historian Kenneth Morgan and is well worth reading 9 not least for the amazing purchase price of 15
euros for internet access to the journal ds entire archi

A b o o KBritwinmanddlransnational Progressivism 6 al so gi ves a fascinating pict
progressive strand and its impact on, for example, the West of Scotland in the late 19th and early

20th century

A couple of months ago | wrote about various political labels 6 mentioning that my father had, in the

1950s, been a member of a |l ocal political group called
overtly apolitical c o duddiesdnd duddies 6 | a nsda wnyt sheelnf aass o0t he van
more multi -coloured European Left dal t hough | resisted the siren calls o
|l eftd and Bliards New Labour.

What a pity that EU membership did not seemto| ead to any broadening of perspective as aresult -
the "single market" was very much a Thatcher -driven issue to which the British left generally had

an angry reaction; and the positive stance taken by New Labour to the entry of new member states

from the e ast is a stance now regretted by many in the Labour party.....Quite what the intellectual

legacy of EU membership will be for the UK is, for me, a moot question...

The question | have been wrestling with for some considerable time is where should | be
putting my political energies? As | have lost my voting rights, this translates into the question
of what vision and programme of politics should | be espousing in my writings?

The P2P Foundation is one which has struck chords recently. Every day my mailbox receives at least
a couple of interesting posts from them eg  https: //blog.p2pfoundation.net/yochai _ -benkler -on-
advancing-towards -an-open-social-economy/2017/01/24 which introduced me to the work of this
legal scholar of the internet.
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Their posts have also made me aware of thetpotembi al 0

about which | have some reservations - which are well reflected in  another of their posts
One of the problems | have is their language &8 and t he feeling that they are unaware of the wider

experience of oOoOmutualityd expresskddt.in the wor k,

Friday, February 24, 2017

Citizens are not well served € .

You would think that, after the last decade of the global crisis, it would not be difficult to find a

few impartial books clearly written by those familiar with the huge literature  on the subject - and
which help the concerned citizen understand what sort of _policies could realistically rekindle

hopeé .

We have thousands of books about the causes of the global economic crisi s of 2007/08 which pin
blame, variously, on banks, speculators and a score of other explanations - but few have actually
been written which satisfy the  five preconditions _ which the previous paragraph specifies - in
relation to purpose, audience or knowledg e ¢é é

Almost all are rather produced to argue an existing (partial) viewpoint; are written for students (to

pass exams) or for other academics 0 rather than for the concerned citizen; and cover only those
parts of the | iteratur e windlimationstreuire hamihertogay@tentipno b
t oé. (the I ast therefore excludes, for exampl e,

for e .

and/ o
wor k wi

Susan Strange; Mar k Bl yt h); or sociology (Wolfgang Str

I have a simple test for whether a book on the crisis is worth buying - go the
Preface/Introduction and check how many of the key points are covered (award one point for
each)o

1 Does it say why yet another book is needed to add to the huge pile we already have?

1 Howwelldoesit try to argue (if at all) that the book has something distinctive to say?
1 Doesit identify the different schools of thinking about the issue?
1 And clearly indicate where these will be covered?
1 No book can be comprehensive d does the author list what subjects (s)he has excluded?
1 Istherea (notated ) further reading listin an annex?
I candt say | was greatly helped when | googl ed

got a list of 100 books & but a simple list does nothing to help me make a selection.
| did, however, find this annotated list of 12 from someo ne who was writing his own book and
recounted how difficult it was to get past the book buyers of the major companies,

And there was arare annotated | i st of 25 (rastly Amnericae) bodks on the crisis on an
interesting website  Planning beyond Capitalism - but its selection was understandably a bit light on
books from other ideological stabl esé

OEconomics for Everyone da short guide to the ¢20@)is anery ssere f
friendly book which can actually be downloaded in full (from KSU members - all 360 pages!!) and has

phr ase:

capitaldi

an exc dutheereatingdoé |whishtwas pr obably the best there was at t
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http://economicsforeveryone.ca/book-excerpts/
http://economicsforeveryone.ca/files/uploads/Further_Reading_Only.pdf

Zombie Economics - how dead ides still walk among us ; by John Quiggin (2010) is a great read. The
Economyd the core project probably errs too much on the side of brevity and simplicity .But a
Reading Group on economics has some good reading (and viewing) material - with hyperlinks....

I 8dm currently sifting all the references | dvedtmade i n |
seeiflcan come up with a commentary which might help others
figure are the following (in no particular order) 0 Michael Lewis, Michael Hudson, Martin Wolf,

David Korten, Joseph Stiglitz, Paul Mason, Will Hutton, Paul Hirst, Andrew Gam ble, Herman Daly,

Susan George, Mark Blyth, Wolfgang Streeck, David Harvey, Michel Albert, Colin Crouch, David

Mar quandé

I f asked to make a single recommendati on, I would pl umj
Austerity dthe history of a dangerousidea .But | dm sure there is another book
could recommend to the concerned citizen?

At least, people are now prepared to call the system by its name 00 api t adheferetbe crisis,
thswas a _wor d which r ar el vy Ngwahe talkeverywheoepsina only of lcdpifalism
b u tpos capitalismo é é .

And an encouraging American initiative The Next System had an initial report 8 The Next System
Report & political possibilities for the 21st Century (2015) which contains extensive references to
writing | had not so far encountered and to good community practice in various parts of the

world. It has since followed up with a series of worthwhile papers

Update ;

This post got me thinking and is probably responsible for the long lists of books which were the

subject of 9 further  posts d from which | would rec ommend two for those wanting to make sense of

the opaque subject of the present state of economic af:

1 Debunking Economics d the naked emperor d ethroned ; Steve Keen (2011 edition) ; first saw
the light of day a decade earlier.
1 Vampire Capitalism & fractured societies and alternative futures ; Paul Kennedy (2017) A
sociologi st ds earnstigh poats by statihg ircttie very first sentence that it
has O0stood on the shoulders of so many giants that
having an extensive bibliography with | cénbe of hyper

downloaded in its entirety here
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The End of Work?

Every now and then in my everyday |ife, |l 6ve had the s
of insight into the future. In the late 1960s | had access to the writings of Americans such

as Donald Schon and Warren Bennis who were beginning to sketch the flexible organization of th e

future -t he title of Alvin Tofflerds 1971 boédkureShookgoht t he

Personally | was rather excited by the new organizational possibilities - exemplifie d in Charles

Ha n d ¥9@8sbook Gods of Management whichcontrast ed t he familiar hierarchic o
culture with the Appollonian (role), Athenian (task/matrix) and Dionysian (existential) ones.

Roger Harrison was a great organizational consultant who actually beat Handy to the idea of

organizational cultures b ut Handy packaged it better. Harrison left us a superb set of oparti:

thought s 6

| had established a pioneer matrix structure a few years earlier in a ve ry large organization -.
Strathclyde Region 9 and our Member -officer groups _ broke from the conventions of municipal
decision-making in various ways -

- its members (mi ddle-level officials and councillors) were equal in status

- noone was assumed to have a monopoly of truth - by virtue of ideological or professional status

- the officers nominated to the groups were generally not from Headquarters - but from the field
- evidence was invited from staff and the outside world, in many cases from clients themselves

- they represented a political statement that certain issues had been neglected in the past

- the process invited external bodies (eg voluntary organisations) to g ive evidence

- the reports were written in frank terms : and concerned more with how existing resources were
being used than with demands for more money.

- the reports were seen as the start of a process - rather than the end - with monitoring groups
estab lished once decisions had been made.

| had another flash of insight when | read an article in the early 1980s from an American

economist(Alan Schick?) about the prospects for the privatization of the National Health Service o}

somuch sothatl senttheop posi ti on spokesman for Health a warning
Handyds 1 9BedutlveoobWorkb6 whi ch convinced me that the famild@

world were moving under our feet 3 it was this book which warned us that the notion of life -long
jobs was gone for ever and which introduced us to the 1
T h e r enicslittla video here  of Handy pr esent i ng hi s ( mor esecorgicuevedt ) i dea o

during which he reminds us of the discussions he had in the 1970s about the purpose of the

company - and the casual way people such as Milton Friedmann and his acolytes then introduced the

idea of senior managers being given oO0share optionsé as
people to challenge what has now become the biggest element of the scandal of the gross

inequaliteswhich di sfigure our societiesé.

A few years after Handyo6s Future of Work, I lmthevi dl y r e
Age of the Smart Machine  (1988) - which drew on the evidence of the new information technology
industries to underline the threat the future held to

producing another fascinating book on  Surveillance Capitalism )
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We have all subsequently taken advantage of the speed, choice and capacity with which we have

been richly endowed by the new information facilities - but perhaps been a bit slow to recognize the

scale of its conseque nces. Google's driver -less car and the speed with which companies such as

Uber and Airbnb have scaled up br ouHitjof Bdargmanaldnd home t o
Jeremy Rifkin 8t he | at t e rthe farid bfWork i (5995) were amongst a few at the time who

appreciated what Handy was ontoééSince then there have been ¢
0The Fut ur edThofmasWalonk (@004), David Bollier (2011), Jacob Morgan (2014) to which

I should have been paying more attentioné.

But, very suddenly it seems, the scale of the impact of IT and robots on jobs previously thought

safe from automation has hit people and the prospect of the majority of people living without paid

work is now beginning t o Récedghnstehe machine (2811)ds pérmapsghet e n é .
most famous of the books about this....

The air is thick with talk, for example, of the necessity of a Basic Income; and of the writings of
both Keynes and Marx on this subjecté..

Inventing the Future & Postcapitalism and a world without work is typical of the titles which are now
appearing. You canread it for yourself in full here

ltds a book which has attracted a | ot of attention and
future post sé.

Update ; a nice overview here of what modern work now offers _ far too many people......

A great diagram 0 as well as content from an important Conference on the Digital Revolution

and an important ILO report | missed in 2015 . from Book Forum - http://www. steven -hill.com/die -
zeit -youre-fired/

Wednesday, March 8, 2017

Memorable Messages

| 6ve set mysel f a r @&tokifethroughh ahe 206 plus baoks which lsake poppe d up

on my blogposts over the past eight years which rel ate
gl obal ¢ rto identify those wahichdl would recommend  to those members of t  he younger

generation struggling to _make sense of the mess é .

Ités challenging because | dm finding that | doy#s too ha:
I dm totally frank, that | was too | azk drmhedipatgreascét 8ditt
trawl li ke this offers the great advantage of éé. compal
know!) what | dm | ooking for.

A previous post set out some of the  prerequisites | now look for _ in any book and, the more | skim

the materi al | 8ve col |l ect ed, exglohing thequeston of whiatleleneests | f eel
in a book give it impact and might actually change the way thereaderloo ks at the worl dé. .

Bear in mind that | bring to the task no fewer than 60 years of quite intensive reading while trying

to make sense of (those bits of) the world (I feel | should be making an effort to

understand) é. . Whleins twe dfo tt thee saee n, t dften ywdnder hiow rmany theo o k s 6
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/memorable-messages.html
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compilers have included from a sense ofduty &r at her

And so | did a little test &1 asked myself which books had actually so impressed me that | had

t han

from a sense

of i ts

project

given them as presents to others or used i n my

I was quite surprised by what | came up withé.

The Author; source Further detail

typology

3 incentive Etzioni (1971) Carrots, sticks, norm

ty pes compliance

8 Roles in Belbin (1981) Plant, resource investigator,

any https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Team Role Inventories coordi nator, shaper, monitor,

effective teamworker, implementer,

team finisher, specialist

10 Rules to RosabethKantor (i n her 1983 book 0Th]| Seelater

stifle http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2010/04/ __lists.html

innovation

7 Habits of Stephen Covey (1989) See later

Effective http://www.sachem.edu/schools/north/pdfs/coveysevenhabi Full book available on internet

People ts.pdf d just google!

4 Gods of Charles Handy/Roger Harrison in  Gods of Zeus (boss culture); Appollo

Management | Management (1984) ((hierarchy - role culture);
Athena (task cultur e);
Dionysus (individual
professional)

4 basic Mary Douglas grid -group theory ( 197 0s) ; Gh roi Tshl Hierarchical, individualist,

interpretive State of t {@@0)St ateo egalitarian, fatalist

stances

48 ways to Robert Greene i nThed48 Laws of Power6 (199 8) Link gives access to entire

gain power book

6 global Susan Georgei nThedLugano Report d on preserving Strongly recommend the new

threats to capitalism in the oapaveruleriiquein y { Introduction she wrote &

capitalism the form of a spoof report produced by consultants for the accessible on the googlebook

global elite

link

In one of my blogs | referred to the pleasures of lists
Effective People (Covey); Ten Commandments (God); and Ten rules for stifling innovation

seem just about manageable.

When | was working in Central Europe in the 1990s | used to buy multiple copies of

dthe Seven Deadly Sins; Seven Habits of

(Kanter)

in the local language - Hungarian, Slovak and Romanian d since it was one of the few books | knew in
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English which was also available in the local language and was useful as a means of professional
conversation. | know that the book is rather frowned upon in intellectual circles but | still think it's
got something.....including the famous sketch of a woman which demonstrates so powerfully our
disparate perceptions.....The principles were/are -

- be proactive

- begin with the end in mind

- put first things first

- think win/win

seek first to understand : then to be understood

synergise

- "sharpen the saw" - ie keep mentally and physically fit

When | moved to Central Asia and Caucasus in 1999, | found that presentation of Rosabeth

Ka nt @élerbrsles for stifling innovation owas amarvellous way to liven up a workshop with

middle -ranking officials.

She had concocted this prescription as a satiric comment on the way she discovered from her

research that senior executives in US commercial giants like IBM, General Motors were continu ing
to act in the old centralised ways despite changed structures and rhetoric.

1.regard any new idea from below with suspicion - because it's new, and it's from below

2. insist that people who need your approval to act first go through several other lay ers of management to
get their signatures

3. Ask departments or individuals to challenge and criticise each other's proposals (That saves you the job
of deciding : you just pick the survivor)

4. Express your criticisms freely - and withhold your praise (that keeps people on their toes). Let them

know they can be fired at any time

5. Treat identification of problems as signs of failure, to discourage people from letting you know when
something in their area is not working

6. Control everything carefully. Make sure people count anything that can be counted, frequently.

7. Make decisions to reorganise or change policies in secret, and spring them on people unexpectedly (that
also keeps them on their toes)

8. Make sure that requests for information are fully justified, and make sure that it is not given to

managers freely

9. Assign to lower -level managers, in the name of delegation and participation, responsibility for figuring

out how to cut back, la y off, move around, or otherwise implement threatening decisions you have made.

And get them to do it quickly.

10. And above all, never forget that you, the higher  -ups, already know everything important about this
business.

OAny of this starRé Vowoasdscmeekily ask my Uzbek and

Robert Greeneds 24 ways to sedud8lkawso8pwew aayesalsd, 0 conduct
tongue in cheek. The first to hit the market was the 48 Laws of power and | enjoyed partly because

it so th oroughly challenged in its spirit the gung -ho (and unrealistic) naivety of the preaching which

characterised so many of the management books of the time & and partly for the way historical

examples are woven into the t exteaderh $enseofthespidgtofthed a f ew
book
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ANever put too much trust in friends; learn how to use enemies

Get
Ma k
Wi n
Us e

To o Do o Do Io Do I»

| found a Russian translation of the book in Baku and gave it as a leaving g

e

Conceal
al ways
Guard vy
Court

ot
t hr
sel

your intentions

say |l ess than necessary
our reputation with vyo

attention at al/l
ot h e rworktbot aldags takehttee credit

her peopl e come
ough your action

ective honesty and

cost s

to you
s, nev

ur i f

e

er through

generosity

t o

in the Presidential Office with whom | had worked closely for 2 years on the project to help

implement the Civil Service Law. He obviou sly made good use of it as 3 months later he was
appointed as Head(Ministerial level)of the new C
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ivil Service Agency my work had helped inspire!

of t hedbWigivehthenber g chur
success of his mission, perhaps contain a lesson for the media advisers who tell us that the
public can absorb a li mited number of messages only!

Sarah Bakewell suggests in How to Live 0 or a Life of Montaigne in One Question and Twenty
attempts atan Answer t hat Mont ai g n e dlgbelncdpsilatedann20 igjunetiona o
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At the very least, when | see such lists, it suggests we're in for some fun!
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Understanding the mess we're in

The left -right scale has a long history &
th e left label coming in the 20th

century to designate people on the basis
of their attitude to the economic role
which the state should play in society.
Since, however, the late 50s and the
arrival of -eaxpweesiosed f
spirit, an additional dimension was
needed to indicate attitudes to the
hierarchy /participation dimension (ie
political power).

The political compass website & which

allows you to take your own test & labels

these additional di mensi ons ol eft

aut horitariandé and ol eft ||
Last year | came across a couple of

diagrams from the Commons Transition

people which | found very useful

correctives to the normal

simplifications we get about what is going in the worl
It uses six dimensions dwhi ch it | abels opoliticsdé, othe economyod,
oconsumptiond t okeyabecerhsiwhigh have sdrtacze@ mbout recent global trends. We

can certainly quibble about the logic of the dimensions - and the labels used for the trends - but

the diagrams are thought -provoking and worthy of more discussion than they seem to have obtained
in the couple of years they have been available.

The first of the diCargnt@apigslistPaadign bsbtuhe Hor mybemoney, col
improved by adding some names of illustrative writers.

I have therefore taken the liberty of producing a simpler version of the diagram which includes

about 20 names 8 with hyperlinks in each case to key texts.  Readers who are frustrated by the tiny

lettering of the names around the perimeter should therefore simply click on the link (NOT the

diagram above) and then click the particular name whose material they want to access.

The second diagram is entitted Beyond Capitalism and does include illustrative names. This too could,

in my view, do with some additions (and deletions) and | hope to include an amended version in a

futurepostt For example, it is a bit lIight on robotisationé.
For the moment, however, let me simply offer my readers the diagrams as a better way of mapping

the literaturetowh i ch we should be paying attentioné.

March 25
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Exemplary Critics

I dm a gr eat f &aparofrbm givingus a lareathing space from text, they show that the
writer is awar e that we all operate with  very different types of understanding . Even more than the
act of writing itself, the process of designing a diagram will quickly throw up the flaws in your

thinki ngé é.

Six categories form the heart of the two diagrams from the Commons Transition people | referred

toyesterday -1 | i ked the selection of the worlds of owor ko6,
categories Owe all behave differently in these spheresééand |
oeconomydwelhavbwali Dus assumptions and expectations in tho
It was the sixth category however 0of oOconsumption/productiond which ut
What exactlyisit dand how does it differ from O0economydé and ow
oworkersd cooperchtdedsdnnbhei deconomyd category (and 0:
not there but in oworka??)

There were actually two diagrams done pur porting to illustrate the Opres:c
the second o0Beyond Capitalism@&sa&r®d containing illustrat
The first diagram, however, was also bereft of such illustrations and | therefore offered asimpler

version of the diagram _ which included the names of writers | cons idered offered useful

examples of the schools indicated (with appropriate hy|

| readily concede that the names selected probably said more about the world of an ageing (male)
Brit than anything else 8 even so, of the 23 names selected, only five are actually English.

| do, however, have to confess that all but two are male (although | generally quote people

like Susan Strange and Susan George).

Let me introduce this exemplary group  din future posts | hope to say more about those who have
writte n critically in the past 50 odd years about the economic and political system which has us in

i t s gtstap& the top left corner of the diagram  with some key names in the increasingly
critical debate about the health of our democracies........

SheldonWolin was one of Americads most di 8pradutiggunil86ed pol it
one of the most | ucid and Poliicyand Vismgé p(o71 0 & ppc)la.l A se xa bsotouk
of politics between 1960 -64, itwas hishook (andBer nard Crickds o0l n Defence of
inspired me to pursue politics as a vocationéé

He died in 2015 at the grand age of 93, having produced seven years earlier a withering critique

of the American political system - Democracy Incorporated 0 managed democracy and the

spectre of inverted totalitarianism (2008)

Peter Mair_was a highly respected Irish political scientist who died at the height of his powers

at the age of 60 and is renowned for  Ruling the Void & the hollowing of Western

Democracy (2013) which encapsulated the increasing despair of serious political scientists about
the post 2000 trajectory of democracy.
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Robert Michels st arted the critique a hurPditicel®artipseda s earl i er

sociological study of the oligarchical tendencies of moder:
in 1911.
Steven Keen is an Australian economist whose first edition of Debunking Economics 0 the naked

emperor dethroned was published in 2001

Jeremy Gilbert is a British academic whose  Reclaim Modernity 8 beyond markets; beyond
machines (2014) was a contribution to the ongoing debate about the future of the British Labour

party

David Graeber is an American anthropologist who has written powerfully about the history of
debt; about anarchism; and more recently about aspect

Mark Blyth is a Scottish -American political economist whose Austerity 3 history of a dangerous
idea made a big impact when it first appeared in 2013 and even more so in his subsequent
|l ecturesé

Yanis Varfoukis is a Greek -American economist who wrote The Global Minotaur 8 America, the
true origins of the financial crisis; and the future of the world economy (2011) ¢ée

Wolfgang Streeck is a German sociologist who has produced a series of powerful ly-written
critiques of the modern economy, culminating in  How will Capitalism End ?

David Harvey is an English Marxist geographer who has been based in the States for the past
few decades; and become famous for his courses on Marxism and capitalism. One of his most
powerful books is A Brief History of Neo Liberalism (2005)

Guy St a clamtofgardess The Precariat dthe new dangerous class (2011)

New Capitalism? The End of Work (2009) by Kevin Doogan is a surprisingly cr_itical assessment of
the writing which from the mid 1980s has warned of the increasing job insecurity which lies
ahead. |1tdés worth reading for its summary of writing

Barbara Ehrenreich is an American journalist who has famously worked undercover to bring to
readers her experiences of just how grim working Iife

Joseph Stiglitz was the Worl d Bankds tdCuthodoky Economi st
proved too much for them to bear.  Globalisation and its Discontents  (2002) is one of the many
trenchant books he has written to expose the emptiness of economicso r t hodoxy é.

John Michael Greer_is an American writer and one of the most prominent of what might be

called the apocalypticists dwho consi der that the western world is o
to a simpler worl déldm using the word in a respectful
convincingéand Greerds analysis of Ameri da&drmnwepasleiethniics i s th
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https://kok.memoryoftheworld.org/Kevin%20Doogan/New%20Capitalism%20(7)/New%20Capitalism%20-%20Kevin%20Doogan.pdf
http://www.irishleftreview.org/2010/03/08/capitalism-transformation-work-kevin-doogan/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Ehrenreich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization_and_Its_Discontents
http://www.countercurrents.org/greer290511A.htm
https://blogs.kent.ac.uk/skepsi/files/2015/03/6.03-Reid-Bowen.pdf

Dmitry Orlov_is another such apocalyp tici st 8 a Russian engineer who came to the States in 1974
(when 12) and, on home visits, having seen the USSR coll apse at first hand, has been suggesting
since his Reinventing Collapse; the Soviet Experience and American Prospects _ (2005) that a
similar fate awaitst he St at esé

Michael Pollan is a Professor of English in the States who became famous for his writing on agro -
business

Naomi Kleinisar adi c al Canadian journalist who made an i mpac:
0The Shock Doctrined (200 ThisChaogekEserything (2014) ¢shaqryakeal i s m.
on the ecology crisis

OliverJames i s a British psychol ogi st Affbenmzme wVOHOilgug edd elkcd |
the concerns of a | ot of peopl eé.

Pope Francis has become the remaining hope of a lot of progressives.  On Care of our Common
Home( 2015) is an encyclical which | ambasts the present

Christopher Lasch was an American cultural analyst whose The Culture of Narcissism _ (1979)
caught well the self -centredness of America in the post 60s period. His penetrating critiques
continued with The True and Only Heaven & progress and its critics _ (1991) and his
posthumous The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy (1995)

Edward Snowden is the whistle -blower par excellence & working for a CIA sub -contractor he
unearthed and spilled the story of the scale of Amer.

Julian Assange is an Australian computer expert, publisher and activist who has been holed up in
Londonés Ecuador Embassy since 2102 for fuepadr of extr a
charges by the Swedish authorit i e s é .

Danny Dorling is a British geographer whose Injustice  (2014) rivals the moral power of RH
Tawney6 s wr i t i n gA BettedPolitids o &hew government can make us happier (2016) is one
of the clea rest invitations to a better society

So??

Sunday, March 26, 2017
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Economics & a rare example of good writing

Wedre so overwhel med by the mountain of books and bl og:
sought to give readers some tests they can use on material they come across - to help them more

easily select the materiéal worth spending time oné

One of the five things I look for is clarity of writing & from the simple argument that confused

writing is a sign of a confused mind. Authors who rely on abstract language have allowed the

language to take over their thinking.

A second thing | look for are signs that the author is able and willing to classify oth er specialists

according to the different perspectives they bring 0 and generous in his attributions é

|l dve just come across an excdlrloem tt heex avimpclhea edlie Rwohbaetr t18 sm
Next Recession who starts his latest post with a great name  -check on the Keynesian economists
who dominate leftist discussions there days -

Keynes is the economic hero of those wanting to change the wor Id; to end poverty, inequality and continual
losses of incomes and jobs in recurrent crises.  And yet anybody who has read the posts on my blog knows
that Keynesian economic analysis is faulty, empirically doubtful and its policy prescriptions to right the

wrongs of capitalism have prov ed to be failures.

In the US, the great gurus of opposition to the neoliberal theories of Chicago school of economics and

the policies of Republican politicians are Keynesians Paul Krugman Larry Summers and Joseph Stiglitz__or
slightly more radical Dean Baker or James Galb raith. In the UK, the leftish leaders of the Labour party

around Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell, self -proclaimed socialists, look to Keynesian economists like
Martin Wolf, Ann Pettifor or Simon Wren Lewis for their policy ideas and analysis. They bring them onto
their advisory councils and seminars. In Europe, the likes of Thomas Piketty rule.

Those graduate students and lectu rers involved in Rethinking Economics, an international attempt to
change the teaching and ideas away from neoclassical theory, are led by Keynesian authors like James
Kwak or post -Keynesians like Steve Keen, or Victoria Chick or Frances Coppola. Kwak, for example, has a
new book called Economism, which argues thatt he economic faultline in capitalism is rising inequality and
the failure of mainstream economics is in not recognising this. Again the idea that inequality is the enemy,
not capitalism as such, exudes from the Keynesians and post -Keynesians like Stiglitz, Kwak, Piketty
or_Stockhammer , and dominates the media and the labour movement.  This is not to deny the ugly
importance of rising inequality , but to show that a Marxist view of this does not circulate.

Indeed, when the media wants to be daring and radical, publicity is heaped on new books fro m Keynesians

or post -Keynesian authors, but not Marxists. For example, Ann Pettifor of Prime Economics has written a

new book, The Production of Money, inwhich she tellsusthat o money is nothing more than a
p and thatas Owe dre creating money all the time by making these
limited in its production, so society can print as much of its as it likes in order to invest in its social

choices without any detrimental economic consequences. And through the Keynesian multiplier effect,
incomes and jobscanexpand. Andoit makes no difference where the gover nme
doi ng so cr eat eFhe alpipsbedsytakeenptth® cost of money, interest rates as low as

possible, to ensure the expansion of money (or is it credit?) to drive the capitalist economy

forward. Thus there is no need for any change in the mode of production for profit, just take control of

the money machine to ensure an infinite flow of money and all will be well.

Ironically, at the same time, leading post -Keynesian Steve Keen gets ready to deliver a new
book advocating the control of debt or credit as the way to avo _id crises. Take your pick: more credit
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money or less credit.  Either way, the Keynesians drive the economic narrative with an analysis that
reckons only the finance sector is the causal force in disrupting capitalism.

So why, Roberts asks, do Keynesian ideas continue to dominate? Here he brings in Geoff Mann -
director of the Centre for Global Political Economy at Simon Fraser University, Canada and his new
book, entitled In the Long Run We are all Dead which argue s that Keynes rules .

€ ébecause he offers a third way between socialist revolution and barbarism, i.e. the end of civilisation as
we (actually the bourgeois like Keynes) know it.  In the 1920s and 1930s,Ke ynes f eared t hat the ©6ci
worl dé faced Marxi st r evol uButisazialisnoas anfaliesative sotthe dapitalisnadf or s hi p .

the Great Depression could well bri ng do wdthe énd ofaletter sati onod,
world, the collapse of technology and the rule of law, more wars etc.

So he aimed to offer the hope that, through some modest f i X
to make capitalism work without the need for socialist revolution. There w ould no need to go where the

angels of ©6civil i Shkatwastmedeyhesiannarratiee. t r e a d .

This appealed (and still appeals) to the | eaders of the | ab

change. Revolution was risky and we could all go down withit. Mann:0t he Left wants democracy \
populism, it wants transformational politics without the risks of transformation; it wants revolution without
revolutionarieso6. (p21).

Those wanting more detail can read this well-written paper (20 pp)by Mann e ntKeyhesed 0
Resurrected? 6 ( 201 3) Hassritigueelofi Thomas Pikety

28 March

Mood Music & How the intellectuals have made sense of our
economic system

In the decade after the 1929 Great Crash, capitalism had been in such deep trouble that its very
legitimacy was being questioned. Al most 90 years @fyou we seem

can see for yourself by gl anTheé @omingstrugdleddr t Howetdisduechn St r ac |
in 1932

The destruction wrought by the Second World War, however, supplied a huge boost to European

economies - supplemented by the distributive effort o f Marshall Aid and the new role of global
agencies such as The World Bank and the IMF 61 et al one the role é.f American C
In Europe, Governments replaced key private monopolies with publi ¢ ownership and regulation; and

earned | egitimacy with social provision and full empl o)
brought the power of unions and citizens into a sort of balance with that of capital.

By the mid 50s, therefore, Labour politic  ian CAR Croslandd s s e Thé Futark of Socialism _ could

argue to some effect that managerial power was more important than ownership d an analysis with

which economic journalist Andrew Shonfieldds or i gi nal and detail e&/dderex pl or at i
Capitalism & the changing balance of public and private power _ (1966) concurred. And which was

already evident i n t BadGdidé&sbul prGggammea n SDP6 s
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And. by 1964, the British PM Harold McMillan expressed the ebullient European mood when he used

the phrase oOlyaod divte dDteewggowtb df the core European economic countries

being one of the factors which encouraged thedUK®&s mem
although even then there were voices such as that of ~ EJ Mishan warning of The Costs of Economic

Growth (1967) a n d The Liits to Growth (Club of Rome 1972).

Daniel Bell was another important voice questioning the brash confidence of the post -war period 0

with his Coming of Post-industrial Society (1971) and Cultural Contradictions of Capitalism (1976)

But most people by then were convinced that governments, science and big business had foun  d the

answers to the problems which had plagued the 20 ™ century. The ending of American dollar

convertibility (to gold)  and the first oil crisis of the early 1970s may have led to first questions

about dyver ldooaddé of sHutptivatization peanted tb give th e economy new energy if

not a new era of greed . And the early 1970s also saw the American Democrats sever their link to

the proud Populisttradit i on éé

James Robertson & $he Sane Alternative 8 a choice of futures  (1978) may have been the last voice

of sanity before Thatcher took overéé(ditto in the US

T h e r enics littla video here _ of Charles Handy reminding us of the discussions in which he

participated in the 1970s about the purpose of the company - and the casual way people such as

Milton Friedmannandhis acol ytes introduced the idea of senior ma
as incentives. Handy regrets the failure of people then to challenge what has now become the

biggest element of the scandal of the gross inequalities which disfigure our societie sinthe 21

century.

The 1980s and 1990s was a celebration of a new spirit with even social critics apparently conceding

the irresistibility of the social and technical change taking place -Charl es HeRrduedfs 0
Work 6(1984); James Robertson 6 Buture Work & jobs, self -employment and measure after the
industrial age (1985); Casino Capitalism by International Relations scholar, Susan Strange (1986) ;
The End of Organised Capitalism by sociologists Scott Lash, John Ury (1987) and the columns of
Marxism Today d&the journal expressed the mood.

One of the |l atterdds contributors, Andrew Gamble (a Pol |
prescient analyses of the key forces - The Free Economy and the Strong State & the politics of
Thatcherism (1 1988). 1 tds taken 25 years for the power of tha

For the Common Good; Herman Daly and John Cobb (1989) gave us a sense of how things could be
organized differentlyé.

Then came the fall of communism d and triumphalism. Hayek (and Popper) were wheeled out to

inspire central European intellectuals &1 encountered so many well-t humbed copies of the f
(translated) Road to Serfdom (written during the second world war) as | travelled around Central

Europe in the 1990s on my various projects &

But, bythemid -90s, the shine was going off the unexpected wes
only of c¢critigques but of alternative visions dbuegan to |
these are some of the titles which caught my eye o ver the decade before the global crisis of

2008¢.
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http://www.thesocialcontract.com/pdf/seventeen-one/tsc_17_1_mishan.pdf
http://www.thesocialcontract.com/pdf/seventeen-one/tsc_17_1_mishan.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Limits_to_Growth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Bell
https://www.os3.nl/_media/2011-2012/daniel_bell_-_the_coming_of_post-industrial_society.pdf
http://www.forschungsnetzwerk.at/downloadpub/bellculturalcontradictions.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nixon_shock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nixon_shock
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/collegeofhumanities/history/exhistoria/volume5/Linden_Ideological_Travellers_from_Left_to_Right_191-214.pdf
https://www.opednews.com/articles/American-History--Era-of-by-Bayard-Waterbury-121027-684.html
http://www.jamesrobertson.com/book/thesanealternative.pdf
https://vimeo.com/145240108
http://www.gpilondon.com/wp-content/uploads/Sheldrake-Policy-Paper_Jan15.pdf
http://www.gpilondon.com/wp-content/uploads/Sheldrake-Policy-Paper_Jan15.pdf
http://ww.jamesrobertson.com/book/futurework-section1.pdf
http://ww.jamesrobertson.com/book/futurework-section1.pdf
http://wrap.warwick.ac.uk/2107/1/WRAP_Strange_wp1898.pdf
https://marketizationineurope.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/greer_lash_urry_essay_2012.pdf
http://www.compassonline.org.uk/marxism-today-the-forgotten-visionaries-whose-ideas-could-save-labour/
https://books.google.bg/books?id=u2CwCwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.bg/books?id=u2CwCwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.scottlondon.com/reviews/daly.html
https://mises.org/sites/default/files/Road%20to%20serfdom.pdf

-The State  ;wWeNrld IHutton (1995); after Michel Al bertds |
capitalism, this was the book which showed us Brits what we were missing in the Seine  -Rheinish
variant

- The Future of Capitalism dhow t odayds economic forc,éesterSumowe t omorro
(1996). Alwaysahead of hi msel f, i1itdés significant that this book

- Political Economy of Modern Capitalism & mapping convergence and diversity ; ed C Crouch and W
Streeck (1996). Gives the Hutton thesis a much more technical gloss

- fiEverything for Sale _ & the virtues and limits of markets 6 8 Robert Kuttner (1996) . The first majot
blast across the bows of neo -liberalism

- Short Circuit _ d strengthening local e conomies in an unstable world 6 - Ronald Douthwaite (1996).
Very practical dbut al so inspirational é.21 years on, it hasnodt

- Making Sense of a Changing Economy d technology, markets and morals ; Edward J Nell (1996)
delightfully -written and unforgivably neglected book 9 since it went against the grain of the
celebratory claims for economics atthet ime

- From Statism to Pluralism - democracy, civil society and global politics _; Paul Hirst (1997)
arguest he case for oOassoci at i epublitandpivate sectaIlyhdsai n bot h t h

powerful beginning & The brutalities of actually existing socialism have fatally crippled the power of socialist ideas of

any kind to motivate and inspire. The collapse of communism and the decline of wars between the major industrial states
have removed the major justifications of social democracy for established elites dthat it could prevent the worse evil of
communism and that it could harness organized labour in the national war effort. Those elites have not just turned against
social democracy, but they almost seem to have convinced significant sections of the population that a regulated economy

and comprehensive social welfare are either unattainable or undesirable

- Natural Capitalism 8 the next industrial revolution _; Paul Hawken (1999). A persuasive vision of how
green technology could revitalize capitalismé.

- The cancer stages of capitalism ; John Mc Murtry (1999) . A much dar ker visioné.

- fiThe Lugano Report: On Preserving Capitalism in the Twenty -first Century 68 Susan George (1999).
A satirical piece which forces us to think where preseil

- The Great Disruption & human nature and the reconstitution of social order __; Francis Fukuyama
(1999) An important book which passed me by until 2017 &1t is a critique of the loosening of our
social fabric since 1965¢é.

- Economics and Utopia d why the learning economy is not the end of history ; Geoff Hodgson (1999 )
a clear and tough analysis by a top -class economic historian of why socialism lost its way & and
exploration of what it will take for it to restore its energies. If you want to get a sense of the

range of arguments which have convulsed economists and act ivists over the past century, this is the
book for you).
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2005/jan/09/politicalcolumnists.comment
http://www.businessforum.com/thurow.html
https://faculty.history.wisc.edu/hollingsworth/documents/Hollingsworth,J.R.1997.The_Institutional_Embeddedness_of_American_Capitalism,in.Crouch,C.&.Streeck,W.pdf
http://www.marketsandmorality.com/index.php/mandm/article/viewFile/595/585
http://www.feasta.org/documents/shortcircuit/Short_Circuit.pdf
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=u60TGmOCQHYC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Statism-Pluralism-Democracy-Society-Politics/dp/1857287509
http://library.uniteddiversity.coop/Money_and_Economics/Natural_Capitalism-The_Next_Industrial_Revolution.pdf
http://www.jaunimieciai.lt/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/the-cancer-stage-of-capitalism.pdf
http://paolapelosini.com/cq/the-lugano-report-on-preserving-capitalism-in-the-twenty-first-century/
http://mudrac.ffzg.hr/~dpolsek/fukuyama%20disruption%20am.pdf
https://fernandonogueiracosta.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/geoffrey_m_hodgson_economics_and_utopia_why_the-learnig-economy-is-not-the-end-of-history.pdf

- CyberMarx 0 cyles and circuits of struggle in high technology capitalism ; Nick Dyer -Witheford
(1999). It may be aPhD thesi sdbut i tdé6s a great read?é.

- The New Spirit of Capitalism ; L Boltanski and E Chiapello (1999) . Surprising that others have not

attempted this ¢ ritical analysis of managerial texts since they tell us so much about the
Zeitgeisté..these are mainly French (and a bit turgid)
of treatments of managerial gurus by Brits (one with a

- Capitalism and its Economics 0 a critical History ; Douglas Dowd (2000) Very readable bit of
economic history &from the 18™ century

- Anti -capitalism & theory and practice ; Chris Harman (20000 A Tr ot skyi st t akeé.

- The market system 0 what it is; how it works; and what to make of it __; Charles Lindblom (2001) One
of political scienceds 0Greatsédé, Lindblom (now 100) fi |
when he was an economist.

- Globalisation and its Discontents ; Joseph Stiglitz  (2002) is probably the best on the subject -
exposingt he emptiness of economics orthodoxyeé.

- fiwe are Everywhere & a celebration of community enterprise 6 (2003)

- Another world is possible  Susan George (2004) & one of the great critical analysts of global
capitalism

- Why Globalisation Works ; Martin Wolf (2004) 0 one of its most powerful defenders

- A Brief History of Neo _ -Liberalism 0 David Harvey (2005) . One of the worl db&s expert
economicsdso a bit heavy goingé.

- Knowing Capitalism; Nigel Thrift (2005) A geographer turned turgid post -structuralist, this book
requires considerable perseverance dwi t h some doubts as to whether itds w

- Models of Capitalism ; Colin Crouch (2005) é .It was in the 1990s when the full extent of the
variety of different capitalisms was properly appreciated

- Capitalism 3.0 (2006) by Peter Barnes 9 a very fair -minded entrepreneur sensitive to the evils of
unregulated capitalism

oS

- Global Capitalism 9 its fall and rise in the twentieth century ; Jeffry A Frieden (2006)
exceptionally well -written account of a subject which, at the time it was being written, was not a
popular one!!

- The Culture of the new capitalism ; Richard Sennett (2006) . Sennett remains one of the few
intellectuals capable of matching Bell in the lucidity of their exposition (and breadth of reading)
about social trendsé.
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http://ouleft.org/wp-content/uploads/cyber-marx.pdf
http://www.darkmatterarchives.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/boltanskiSPIRITofCapitalism.pdf
ftp://ftp.fixme.ch/free_for_all/Ebooks/Ebook/Capitalism And Its Economics A Critical History - Douglas DOwd.pdf
http://www.studiesinanti-capitalism.net/DOCUMENTS01_files/Anti-Capitalism%20Theory%20and%20Practice.pdf
http://jonathanstray.com/papers/Lindblom-C.E.-The-market-system.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Globalization_and_Its_Discontents
http://library.uniteddiversity.coop/More_Books_and_Reports/WeAreEverywhere.pdf
http://books.google.ro/books?id=F3KM8IH-mQ0C&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.kropfpolisci.com/globalization.wolf.pdf
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/research/centres/socialtheorycentre/archive/events2010-11/readinggroup/harvey_a_brief_history_of_neoliberalism.pdf
http://mail.cmecc.com/uploads/%E8%AF%BE%E6%9C%AC%E5%92%8C%E8%AE%BA%E6%96%87/%5b34%5d%5b%E6%94%BF%E6%B2%BB%E7%BB%8F%E6%B5%8E%5d.Thrift,.N.(2005).Knowing_Capitalism.pdf
http://www.izt.uam.mx/sotraem/Bibliografia/CrouchModels.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varieties_of_Capitalism
http://www.plancanada.com/capitalism3.pdf
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/imported/publications/el_010606_capitalism.pdf
http://asounder.org/resources/sennett_culture.pdf

- Olin Wright's  Envisioning Real Utopias (2007) which instances the amazing Mondragon
cooperatives but is otherwise an incestuous academic scribble.

- Theorising Neoliberalism ; Chris Harman (2007) St r ong anal ysis from a Trot é.

- Globalisation and Contestation 0 the new great counter -movement; Ronaldo Munck (2007). An
interesting description and analysis of social reactions to economic power over the past century o}
using a Polanyi perspective

And thatos all before the crash

30 March

Sketches for a Future World

Just a recap €. 1 d&m wbDispatchasdo tree NexieGerierateom t6i twheidc hd, i n

confessional mode, tries to make sense ofth e mess which my generation has mac
I am, of course, well aware that thousands of books have been written about the global crisis - but

almost all have one simple defect 0 they attribute blame to  other people .

| start, instead, from the spirit which infused a 1978 book called o0The S
Higgins) which listed 6 global enemies -t hen seen as 0the food crisiso6; the
scarcity; environmental degradation; nuclear threat; and scientific technology.

The seventhenemy wasé. our selvesé.our mor al blindness and pol i

Anot her such rare book i s Da nlnjystic® 2011) whighGdentifredilg el v under
0soci abelitsm,iexclasi n, prejudice, greed and despair & and explores the myths which

sustain them . Unusually, the argument is that we are all guilty of these evils and of sustaining thes e
myths......
There is a further problem about the literature about the global crisis d which is that a lot of it

identifies the problem as the financial bubble which exploded ten years ago and fails to do justice

to other issue and to the other voices which were issuing strongwarnings f r om t he 1970séél tds
only in the past year that people have been realizing that this crisis is deeper and goes back

l onger é.

The book at the moment has an odd structure dsi nce itds made up of posts |106d
been triggered by my reading of the past decadeé. . and,
|l 6ve realized that | need toilmen mdr kedi ¢ ®ixglsi wehd cihn htah/
thinkingdé over the past 60 yearseé

And, in this, | dhwese two eliegnam & feoin fhe CGomri gns in Transition people & one

called the 0Current Capitalism Paradigm6, the second 0

Last week | presented an improved version of the first diagram _ which contained hyperlinks to
authors who gave good analyses of the various problems identified about the current capitalism
par adi g miaterpastdjave additional detail _ on the se important writers
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http://potlatch.typepad.com/weblog/2010/09/envisioning-real-utopias-review.html
http://isj.org.uk/theorising-neoliberalism/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311370677_Globalisation_and_Contestation_The_new_great_counter-movement
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_6955b6e7ca9141cc9c839b3d16e0589c.pdf
http://www.dannydorling.org/books/injustice/
http://www.dannydorling.org/books/injustice/dorling-why-social-inequali.pdf
http://www.dannydorling.org/books/injustice/dorling-why-social-inequali.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/a-potted-history-of-economic-writing.html
http://commonstransition.org/mapping-the-emerging-post-capitalist-paradigm-and-its-main-thinkers/
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_c1428fdecf1947b0b4fbd2e22660c8e4.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/exemplary-critics.html

Now it is time to look at some of the key texts which appeared after it had sunk in that this
crisis was not going away.

Of course, any such list is highly arbitrary d | have tried to offer an all - too - brief
justification for most of the choices

New Capitalism? & the transformation of work ; KDoogan (2009) A good academic takeé.

The Spirit Level 8 why more equal societies almost always do better ; Richard Wilkinson and Kate
Pickett (2009). The first really powerful blast against the ruling consensus on gree d

Them and Us; Will Hutton (2010) 6t he t hird of Huttonds books about Brit
European rather than US model of capitalism.

23 Things they dondt t;dddhooyWang (2000). The firg elgselytamgued s m
book against the conventional economic wisdom

The Enigma of Capital ; David Harvey (2010) Puts the crisis in proper historical and economic
context although a bit too technical for my taste..

Humanising the Economy; John Restakis (2010) An excellent treatment of a more cooperative vision

The Global Minotaur 8 America, the true origins of the financial crisis and the future of the world
economy; Yanis Varoufakis (2011) One of the few economists on the list and, quite simply, the best
on t he s uidkihetild add youl get the entire book!!

The Strange Non -Death of NeoLiberalism ; Colin Crouch (2011) The first of a wave of books to
explorewhy, f ar from dying, neoliberalism was even strongeré
the easiest of reads.

Injustice & why social inequality persists & David Dorling (2011) Quite excellent (see opening para
above) treatment from a prolifi ¢ geographer

The Future of Work 8 what it means for individuals, markets, businesses and governments;  David
Bollier (2011) A good sound treatment by someone prominent in the P2P movement

Beyond the Corporation ; David Erdal (2011) Inspiring story of an entrepreneur who passed his
business to the workers..

Misrule of Experts? The Financial Crisis as Elite Debacle M Moran et al (2011) a rare essay which
Goes beyond the common explanation of the crisis as acci dent, conspiracy or calculative failure and
frames the crisis differently as an elite political debacle

Capitalism; Geoffrey Ingham (2011)
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https://kok.memoryoftheworld.org/Kevin%20Doogan/New%20Capitalism%20(7)/New%20Capitalism%20-%20Kevin%20Doogan.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/feb/03/the-spirit-level-book-equality
http://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/william-davies/book-review-them-and-us-by-will-hutton
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/aug/29/ha-joon-chang-23-things
http://homes.ieu.edu.tr/~aduman/econ671/HarveyOnCrisis.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Humanizing-Economy-Environmental-Economics-Restakis/dp/086571651X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1428998825&sr=1-1&keywords=john+restakis
http://www.a-puntes.net/arc/VAROUFAKIS-the-global-minotaur.pdf
http://www.a-puntes.net/arc/VAROUFAKIS-the-global-minotaur.pdf
http://crookedtimber.org/2011/09/26/colin-crouch-the-strange-non-death-of-neo-liberalism/
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=JFimAwAAQBAJ&pg=PT4&lpg=PT4&dq=injustice.+david+dorling&source=bl&ots=ftDnvMqDgg&sig=AaLqs6uinO0FE4jKNvgG-KG8HPM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4jANVdaWEMqfPabwgcAL&ved=0CCkQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=injustice.%20david%20dorling&f=false
http://csreports.aspeninstitute.org/documents/The_Future_of_Work.pdf
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Beyond-Corporation-Humanity-David-Erdal/dp/1847921094/ref=pd_sim_b_1?ie=UTF8&refRID=1FFF6W2FJDN765BT11X6
http://www.cresc.ac.uk/medialibrary/workingpapers/wp94.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/541ff5f5e4b02b7c37f31ed6/t/547708e6e4b0357694b06223/1417087206780/Power+to+Create+Money+Out+of+Thin+Air+-+Prime.pdf

The Capitalism Papers & Fatal Flaws of an Obsolete System ; Jerry Mande r (2012). Highly readable
analysis from a great American journalist

Debt and Neo -Feudalism; Michael Hudson (2012) & one of a series of papers where this prominent

and radical economist spells out his view of financial capitalism & which can also be found in his blog .

A joint article on the rentier aspectofthecrisis i s her eé Al s o thia2082 diacudsiano-k a't
how finance capitalism leads to _debt servitude

Owning our Future dthe emerging ownership revolution; Marjorie Kelly (2012) Another excellent
text on the cooperative approach

The New Few; or a very British Oligarchy ; Frederick Mount (2012). A surprising attack on the
system from one of Margaret Tha t cher 6 s advi ser s

New Spirits of capitalism? _ Crises, justifications and dynamics ; ed_Paul du Gay, Glenn Morgan(2013)
This book is a collection of papers from organizational and management theorists who analyse the
1999 book by French theorists..

Austerity 0 the history of a dangerous idea ; Mark Blyth (2013) A political economy treatment & and
surpasses and updates Varoufakis.

Buying Time & the delayed crisis of democratic capitalism _; Wolfgang Streeck (2013) Highly readable
critique from a German sociologist

Cooperative enterprise building in a better world __; Terry McDonald (2013) . Sorry if 1 dm overd
thissubject dbut it is so i mportant and so neglected in discu

The Entrepreneurial State ; M Mazzucato (2013). A rare and powerful justification of the role of
the state

The Locust and the Bee: Predators and Cr eat ors i n C&qoff Mulgdni (B0&8) s Fut ur e
A disappointingly boring read

Perfect Storm_; Tim Morgan (2013). A good treatment by an inter  national consultant

Does Capitalism have a Future? Immanuel Wallerstein, Michael Mann, Craig Calhoun (2013)
Ilcameacr oss this very recentl yé. |&hawitheuch adilerarelsetdf | mi ssed
authors, it has to be listed

End of capitalism?_Michael Mann (2013) Substantial academic ess ay from a historical sociologist &
and good summary of what the author contributed to the previous book

Take Back the Economy 8 an ethical guide for transforming our communities  ; J Gibson -Graham,
Jenny Cameron and Stephen Healy (2013) Very readable localist approach

57


https://ia801402.us.archive.org/21/items/pdfy-p9AtqAO-OafzzhdC/The%20Capitalism%20Papers%20-%20Jerry%20Mander.pdf
http://www.levyinstitute.org/pubs/wp_708.pdf
http://michael-hudson.com/1998/09/financial-capitalism-v-industrial-capitalism/
http://wer.worldeconomicsassociation.org/files/WER-Vol1-No1-Article1-Hudson-and-Bezemer.pdf
http://www.ianfraser.org/michael-hudson-how-finance-capital-leads-to-debt-servitude/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Owning-Our-Future-Ownership-Revolution/dp/1605093106/ref=pd_sim_b_5?ie=UTF8&refRID=1FFF6W2FJDN765BT11X6
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/may/25/the-new-few-ferdinand-mount-review
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=csnBZ_SLCfMC&lpg=PA122&ots=VGQdzd4GS1&dq=the%20new%20spirit%20of%20capitalism%20pdf&pg=PA12#v=onepage&q=the%20new%20spirit%20of%20capitalism%20pdf&f=false
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2016/01/in-praise-ofpolitical-economy.html
https://thecurrentmoment.wordpress.com/2013/04/11/buying-time-and-running-out/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1622874013/ref=pd_luc_rh_sim_02_04_t_img_lh?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2014/nov/11/interrogating-the-entrepreneurial-state-innovation-policy
http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/s9953.pdf
http://www.tullettprebon.com/Documents/strategyinsights/TPSI_009_Perfect_Storm_009.pdf
https://books.google.bg/books?id=6cZ8AQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://analisesocial.ics.ul.pt/documentos/AS_209_f02.pdf
http://precaritypilot.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/j-k-gibsongraham-take-back-the-economy-an-ethical-guide-for-transforming-our-communities_intro-Ch1.pdf

Democratic Wealth (2014) dbeing alittteE -book of Cambri dge and Oxford Uni ve
takes on the crisis

Rebalancing Society & radical renewal beyond left, right and center __; Henry Mintzberg (2014) who is
my favourite managementguru 6f or t he bl untness of his writingéln a f
warned that 1989 and other socio -economic changes were creating a dangerous imbalance.

Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism; David Harvey (2014). Book can be downloaded o
anything from this Marxist geographer is worthy of note

Civic Capitalism (2014) a short paper from the interesting SPERI unit at Sheffield University

Renewing Public Ownership d making space for a democratic economy (2014) reviewed here

Crisis without End - the unravelling of western prosperity : Andrew Gamble (2014). A political
scientist who has analysed neo -liberalism since the 1970s (google the phrase and you will be able to
download a very helpful analysis he did as long ago as 1979!). Thisis probably the best book on the
crisis

The Limits of Neo Liberalism & authority, sovereignty and the logic of competition : William Davies
(2014). A cold analysis

The future o _fwork ; Jacob Morgan (2014) . A useful overview 4 if a bit too American in its spirit!

Reinventing Organisations ; Frederic Laloux (2014) & a strange sort of book (which  can be
downl oaded in full from the 1 ink) rRetoSememdtal who t he Amer |
promised a more liberating type of organization.

Shifts and Shocks dwhat wedve | earned, and still;Marinwolf t o, fr om t
(2014) o with accompanying power point presentation . Although Wolf was an apologist for
globalization, he is as clear and objective economist as that breed is capable of producing..

Laudato-Si dthe Papal Encyclical (2015). A summary is available here . Its entire 184 pages can be
read here

Rise of the Robots ; Martin For d (2015) . I dm told this is one of the Ik
topic

Sociology, Capitalism, Critique ; Dora, Lessenich and Rosa (2015 d transl ated from 2009 German
original). My posts are, of necessity, too anglo -saxon so | am delighted to include this reference.

A New Alignment of Mo vements? D Bol I i er (2015) How the thinking of tfF
people has moved on since 2011
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http://community-wealth.org/sites/clone.community-wealth.org/files/downloads/book-white-smith.pdf
http://www.mintzberg.org/sites/default/files/rebalancing_society_pamphlet.pdf
http://speri.dept.shef.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SPERI-Paper-No.12.pdf
http://classonline.org.uk/docs/Renewing_Public_Ownership_-_Andrew_Cumbers_FINAL.pdf
https://radicalantipode.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/book-review_white-on-cumbers.pdf
http://vm3.ehaus2.co.uk/macmillan/resources/docs/Press/Crisis%20without%20End.pdf
https://marcell.memoryoftheworld.org/William%20Davies/The%20Limits%20of%20Neoliberalism_%20Authority,%20Sovereignty%20and%20the%20Logic%20of%20Competition%20(2623)/The%20Limits%20of%20Neoliberalism_%20Authority,%20So%20-%20William%20Davies.pdf
http://otgo.tehran.ir/Portals/0/pdf/The%20Future%20of%20Work.pdf
http://www.socialskills4you.com/wp-content/Reinventingorganization.pdf
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_dawn_of_system_leadership
https://piie.com/publications/papers/transcript-20141009wolf.pdf
https://piie.com/publications/papers/wolf20141009ppt.pdf
http://www.nybooks.com/blogs/nyrblog/2015/jun/18/pope-francis-encyclical-cry-of-earth/
http://www.focus.org/blog/posts/summary-of-laudato-si-pope-francis-encyclical-environment-quotes.html?referrer=https://www.google.co.uk/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://www.uc.pt/feuc/citcoimbra/Martin_Ford-Rise_of_the_Robots
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sociology-Capitalism-Critique-Stephan-Lessenich/dp/1781689326
https://www.boell.de/sites/default/files/report_-_a_new_alignment_of_movements_february_2015.pdf

The Butterfly Defect 8 how globalization creates systemic risks and what to do about it ; lan Goldin
and Mike Mariathasan (2015) | actually don6t know anything about thi
important one

Ma mmo n 6 s Ranrespay omBritain, Now ; David Marquand (2015)

Change Everything 0 creating an Economy for the Common Good ; Christian Felber (2015 English o
2010 Ger man) . | 8dm not i mproessedi mpthsthcsabhdoBlBoasnat! r
relevant literature but it seems to have encourage d some Eur opean groupseé.

Commons Transition (2015) a curious book from the Commons in Transition people which is frankl y a
bit of a scissors and paste job from various projects |

Post Capitalism 0 a guide to our Future ; Paul Mason(2015) a best -seller but bitofa curat eds egg
whose basic thesis is spelled out her _eé .

Inventing the Future 9 Postcapitalism and a world without work ; N Srnicek and Williams (2015) -
sociologists . You canread it for yourself in full here and take in a good review of both above books
here. Also abest-s el | er é.

How Good can we be?d ending the mercenary society ; Will Hutton (2015)

Cyberproletariat & global labour in the digital vortex ; Nick Dyer -Witheford (2015) Thought
provoking book from a Canadian media/political economy academic

The Next System Report 0 political possibilities for the 21st Century (2015) The opening essay
from a fascinating American project whose latest output is this great series of papers

Undoing the Demos dn e o | i b e r edilth revohdien ; /éndy Brown (2015) update of Sheldon
Wol i n6séétyptiacnalt aFkoeu coanu Itthe subject épreciouséé

Rethinking Capitalism & economics and policy for sustainable and inclusive growth . Ed M Jacobs and
M Mazzucato (2016) A rare social democratic voice

Four Futures & life after capitalism _; Peter Frase (2016) a short book which sketches four scenarios,
using two axes 0 abundance/scarcity; and hierarchy.equality o based on this original article

Vampire Capitalism & fractured societies and alternative futures ; Paul Kennedy (2017)

A sociologistods treatment which earns high points by si
0stood on the shoulder feof ssdimagy @ndntdenharoves t he
extensive bibliography with | ots of hyperlinksé It is
https://www.scribd.com/document/336342198/Vampire -Capitalism-Fractured -Societies -and-

Alternative -Futures -by-PaulKennedy

The Corruption of Capitalism 8 why rentiers thrive and work does not pay _; Guy Standing (2017)

59
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mammons-Kingdom-Essay-Britain-Now/dp/0718195620/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506325330&sr=1-1&keywords=David+Marquand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_for_the_Common_Good
http://commonstransition.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Commons-Transition_-Policy-Proposals-for-a-P2P-Foundation.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/09/post-capitalism-is-here.html
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/jul/17/postcapitalism-end-of-capitalism-begun?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Bookmarks+base&utm_term=212526&subid=16609188&CMP=EMCBKSEML3964
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inventing_the_Future:_Postcapitalism_and_a_World_Without_Work
https://rampages.us/goldstein/wp-content/uploads/sites/7807/2015/08/Xerox-BookCentre-11.pdf
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n13/owen-hatherley/one-click-at-a-time
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n13/owen-hatherley/one-click-at-a-time
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Good-We-Can-Mercenary/dp/0349140081/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506325034&sr=1-1&keywords=will+hutton
https://s3.amazonaws.com/arena-attachments/491344/b7fc16f65747af9161bd69ea80b9e851.pdf
http://thenextsystem.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/NSPReport1_Digital1.pdf
http://thenextsystem.org/new-systems-series-volume-5/
https://www.scribd.com/document/338115510/Brown-Wendy-Undoing-the-Demos-Neoliberalism-s-Stealth-Revolution-pdf#download
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304744563_1_Rethinking_Capitalism_An_Introduction
https://blog.p2pfoundation.net/book-of-the-day-four-futures-by-peter-frase/2017/08/09
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2011/12/four-futures
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1137552654
https://www.scribd.com/document/336342198/Vampire-Capitalism-Fractured-Societies-and-Alternative-Futures-by-Paul-Kennedy
https://www.scribd.com/document/336342198/Vampire-Capitalism-Fractured-Societies-and-Alternative-Futures-by-Paul-Kennedy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1785902172/ref=ox_sc_act_title_1?smid=A3P5ROKL5A1OLE&psc=1
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Thinking Beyond Capitalism

Sadly, my blogspot host (in all other respects so generous) does ntdégive the option of uploading pdf
files dwhich I need for my diagram with hyperlinks. And the photographs | am allowed are
technically unable to contain hyperlinks.

| therefore have to ask
those readers who want
to know more about the
illustrative names at the
perimeter of the diagram
which graces this post to
click here for an
interactive version of my
amended version of
Beyond Capitalism

The normal caveats
prevail d namely that |
owe the basic structure
of 6 dim ensions and 15
boxes to _the Commons in
Transition people; that
the simplified text and
indicative names are my
personal responsibility ;
and that | am well aware
of the | imitations of these | ast twoé

Having said that , let me offer an initial commentary on  some aspects of the six dimensions

1. The POLITICS Dimension (Democracy and the Commons)
As representative democracy has eroded in recent  decades, direct democracy has attracted

increasing attention degreferenda, ci ti zensd juries, participatory

electoral pos itions. There is no obvious name tooffer dal t hough John Keaflheds
Life and Death of Democracy is one of the best resource s.

PaulHirst advanced t hassociativedemazrbcy @ unt i | hi s s aThisdrewvadnh
the thinking of figures such as GDH Col eé

huge

budg

b

n 200 :

As the internet has developed, so has Elndr®stranr andci pl e

Michael Bauwen are key figure sé .
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http://commonstransition.org/mapping-the-emerging-post-capitalist-paradigm-and-its-main-thinkers/
http://commonstransition.org/mapping-the-emerging-post-capitalist-paradigm-and-its-main-thinkers/
https://www.saylor.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Direct-Democracy-Options.pdf
http://www.thelifeanddeathofdemocracy.org/resources/excerpt/jkeane_life_and_death_democracy_intro.pdf
http://www.thelifeanddeathofdemocracy.org/resources/excerpt/jkeane_life_and_death_democracy_intro.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Hirst
https://www.opendemocracy.net/andrea-westall/time-to-revisit-associative-democracy
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2012/06/17/elinor-ostroms-work-on-governing-the-commons-an-appreciation/
http://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Michel_Bauwens

2. The ECONOMY (or Finance??) Dimension

actually reads to me more like the International Finance Regime & with a concession made to the
importa nce of local banking but the normal economic world of production and other services
missing. The North Dakota State Bank is one example of the wider concept of local banking.
David Graeber ; Thomas Pikety; Joseph Stiglitz _; and Yanis Varoufakis are just a few of the most
important writers on the issue of debt and capital

3. The WORKECONOMY Dimension

Itish erel have my most fundamental questions about the classification & since the original

di agram gives only o+seocpiharla saen d( oreenstpeornpsriibslee ) f or what
of the economy AND pl aces t hi shoxdr atttheero Wdirakn6 t he O0economyd oneé

1 Robert Owen; Mondragon; and Ronald Douthwaite are examples of those who have inspired
global cooperative endeavours which account for far more jobs than people realize 0 about a
quarter of jobs globally. With the appropriate tax regimes, that could be much mor eé

1 Even so, privately -owned companies have a critical role 0 as recognized by Paul Hawken in
Natural Capitalism & the next ind ustrial revolution _and Peter Barnes in Capitalism 3.0

1 CASSE (advocatingthe 6 st eady st atshouldedransfenneddt t hi s boxéé

I The original d iagram also failed to mention robotisation which has been the subject of much
discussion recently such as here and here. Martin Ford is probably the key writer at the
moment on the issue 0 perhaps also Jeremy Rifkin

4.The 4 ™ Dimension

Her e agai n, | 8m uncomfortable with thé designation ori
oconsumption/ productiono. It seems to meaufftiencyc@d er at t |
as propounded by people such as John Michael Greer and Dmitry Orlov _ & the latter in

his Reinventing Collapse; the Soviet Experience and American Prospects o or the Resilience

magazine

5. The CONSCIENCE Dimension

Robert Quinn 6 €hange the World is, for my money, the most persuasive tract & despite its off -

putting (and very American)sub -t i t 1 e O0how ordinary people can accompl i
And, despite the cynicism he has attracted, St e p h e n The Segepn Blabits of Highly Effective

Peoplei s actually a verlyf woheshevharl ee otroyosd dofdeoxrh orretaadter s, you
to look at Character Strengths and Virtues by Martin Seligman

Danah Z 8priwal Gapital & wealth we can live by (2004) is an interesting critique of capitalism

with a rather too superficial approach to its amelioration . The Ethical Economy 4 rebuilding value

after the crisis by A Arvidsson and N Peitersen (2013) covers the ground better di t suremarized

here and critique d here.
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http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2009/03/how-nation%E2%80%99s-only-state-owned-bank-became-envy-wall-street
https://newleftreview.org/II/13/david-graeber-the-new-anarchists
http://www.paecon.net/PAEReview/issue69/Patomaki69.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stiglitz
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2012/06/yanis-varoufakis-recently-published.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Owen
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2011/10/there-is-another-way.html
http://www.feasta.org/documents/shortcircuit/Short_Circuit.pdf
http://library.uniteddiversity.coop/Money_and_Economics/Natural_Capitalism-The_Next_Industrial_Revolution.pdf
http://www.plancanada.com/capitalism3.pdf
http://www.steadystate.org/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/07/world-without-work/395294/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v37/n05/john-lanchester/the-robots-are-coming
https://www.uc.pt/feuc/citcoimbra/Martin_Ford-Rise_of_the_Robots
https://monoskop.org/images/1/1f/Rifkin_Jeremy_The_End_of_Work.pdf
http://www.countercurrents.org/greer290511A.htm
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2011/09/facing-end-of-world-we-have-known.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M56LtVzVcYJSMGKm5CV2RcePETqK1BwvF-Pb5AkdTXM/preview
http://keithdwalker.ca/wp-content/summaries/1-c/ChangeTheWorld.Quinn.EBS.pdf
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/upwardbound/books/the-7-habits-ofhighly-effective-people.pdf
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/upwardbound/books/the-7-habits-ofhighly-effective-people.pdf
http://www.theallianceofswmo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/VIA_Signature_Strengths_Original1.pdf
https://books.google.bg/books?id=rBUt1vwJfRAC&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.bg/books?id=ANFcukOr_BoC&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.bg/books?id=ANFcukOr_BoC&printsec=frontcover&hl=bg&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Ethical_Economy
http://www.ephemerajournal.org/contribution/utopias-ethical-economy-response-adam-arvidsson

A fascinating and totally neglecte d book is Questions of Business Life by Richard Higginson (2002)
which is what a cleric produced from his work at an ec:

6. The CITIZ ENS Dimension

The internet attracts great hopes 0 and fears. On balance, people are persuaded of its net benefits
todemocracy dal t hough the high hopes of various O0springsé an
disappointed. Writers such as Paul Hawken and Pad Kingsnorth have written powerfully about these
experienceseé

Yochai Benkler is a new name for me. A legal scholar, he has written profusely about the limits and

potential of the open source technology which leads us  back to platform democracy and

cooperativeseé.

9 April

Stories we tell

As | was skimming the hundreds of books |
have been checking for my Dispatches to the
Next Generation , | wa s reminded of the idea
of there being only a small number of basic
plots writers use in their novels (eg voyage
and return; rags to riches; the quest; the
tragedy). Some people have suggested seven
basic plots , others twenty ; one even 36.

Kurt Vonnegut had an amusinglittle clip here
with a simpler approach to story -telling

But what about non -fiction books? - : - —
Since we were small children, we have all needed stories to help us  give meaning to the strange
world we inhabit.

Inthispost -moder n wor | @ siddead dave bedomneva fashionable adult activity for the
samereason.Just google Ostory telling i n ndthishogkienmseust 6 i f you
one fascinating example which the search produced

At University inthe 60s | had been interested in how social systems held together and why people

(generally) obeyed - Ma x  We bckssification of political systemsinto 60t radi ti onal 6, oO0char
and or dteigaasar eye-opener. But it was the sociologist Ametai Etzioni who impressed me

in the 1970s with his suggestion that we behaved the way we did for basically three different types

of motives 80r emuner ati ved, 0c oe pamelehatitavasdnade warth noartwhile; e 6

that we were forced to; or that we thought it right. He then went on to suggest (in his 1975 aSocial

Problems@) that our explanations for social problems could be grouped into equivalent political

stances-0i ndi vi dual i sticéondkeinsuwat éhical 6 or 0

During the 1980s, when | was doing my (part -time) Masters in Policy Analysis, | registered the
pot ent iFrarhe Aadlysis®& whi ch showed how wkiefisedto maketsendesof or i es 6
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Weber
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http://www2.gwu.edu/~ccps/etzioni/A167.pdf
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Framing_(social_sciences)

complex social events 9 but had no occasion to use it myself. Little did | realize that it was
becoming a central part of post-modernismé encour agement of diverse realitie

For me, the typologies surfaced again in  political scientists Chris Hoodd $he Art of the State

(2000) whichused Ma r v D oarid-graup fheory to offer a brilliant analysis of 4 basico wor | d

v i e wrgl ¢heir strengths and weaknesses in particular contexts . Substantial chunks of a similar

sort of book " Responses to Governance - governing corporations and societies in the world " ed by

John Dixon (2003) can be read on google books.

Michael Thompsoni s an ant hropol ogist who has used ®ary Dougl ac
case for clumsiness (2004) which, again, sets out the various stories which sustain the different

positions people take on various key policy issues 0 such as the ecological disaster staring us in the

face. There is a good interview with the author here

Thr ee short reports give an excellent summary of all this literature ; and how it finds practical
expression in government policies 0K e i t h  GMicked Rrdblems and Clumsy Solutions (2008);
Common Causg2010); and Finding Frames (2010)

Three years ago | enthused about a book called Why We Disagree About Climate Change which uses
seven different lenses (or persp ectives) to make sense of climate change: science, economics,
religion, psychology, media, development, and governance. His argument is basically that o

We understand science and scientific knowledge in different ways

We value things differently

We believ e different things about ourselves, the universe and our place in the universe

We fear different things

We receive multiple and conflicting messages about climate change 8 and interpret them differently

We understand odevelopmentdé differently

We seek to go vern in differentways (egtop -down o0green governmentalityo; mar ket
0civic environmentalismod)

But few authors have had the courage to apply this approach to the global economic crisis. Most

writers are stuck inubdeantdéowl(tpauousectudioapwithggndage of g
fail to do justice to the range of other ways of seeing the crisis.

Misrule of Experts? The Financial Crisis as Elite Debacl e M Moran et al (2011) is a rare essay which

tries to plot the different types of explanation of the crisis - eg as daccident ¢ cconspiracy 6 or

acalculative failure 6and then frames the crisis differently as an celite political debacle 6

As | like such lists |, | should try to draw one for the crisis and try to fit the existing literature into
the various categories! My starter would look like this o}

- Stuff happens

- Things go up

- Things go down

11 April
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http://www.cresc.ac.uk/medialibrary/workingpapers/wp94.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/memorable-messages.html

Ways of Seeing

You may have noticed that the last
few posts have mentioned the
importance of try to see the world
from a variety of perspectives.

| stumbled on the importance of
such a vision through the accident
of my birth & caught in the middle
of the tensions (class, religious
and political) between the West
and East ends of a shipbuilding
town in the West of Scotland. In
my 30s, as a senior local politician,
| felt the pull between loyalties to
local constituents; to party
colleagues; to official advisers;
and to my own conscience 0 and
indeed developed a diagram for
students to show the 4 very different pressures (audiences) to which politicians are subjected &

- local voters (if the electoral systemis  based on local constituencies) ;

- the party;

- the officials (and laws) of the particular government agency they had entered;

- their conscience.

Politicians, | argued, differ according to the extent of the notice they took of each of the
pressures coming from each of th ese sources d and the loyalties this tended to generate . And |
gave names to the 4 types which could be distinguished 0 eg populist ; ideologue; statesman ;
maverick
1 The "populist" (or Tribune of the people) simply purports to gives the people what (s)he
thinks they want - regardless of logic, coherence or consequences.
1 The "ideologue" (or party spokesman) simply reflects what the party activist (or bosses) say
- regardless of logic etc.
1 The "statesman" (or manager) does what the professional experts in the appropriate bit of
the bureaucracy tell him/her - regardless of its partiality etc
1 the "maverick" (or conviction politician) does what they think right (in the quiet of their
conscience or mind - no matter how perverted)

| tried to suggest that the e ffective politician was the one who resisted the temptation to be
drawn exclusively into any one of these roles. Each has its element of truth - but itis when
someone blends the various partialities into a workable and acceptable proposition that we see

real leadership ,

And, as a nomadic consultant, | have noticed how academic and national boundaries make mutual
understanding difficult & even while they offer superb opportunities for new insights é é
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All this came back to me as | read a paper (from 1995)  which, looking at the relationship of the

political party to both society and the state , hicely tracks the historical trajecto ry of the politician.
First ograndeesd6 (above it all); then | ater oO0Odelegatesd (of
heyday of the catch -a | | party, Oentrepreneurso, parties, -sthte authors

a g e n c i he article ha3 some simple but useful diagrams showing how the three entities of political party,
society and state have altered their interactions and roles in the last century.

We are told that proportional representation gives citizens a much stro nger chance of their preferences
being expressed in the final makeup of a Parliament.  But that fails to deal with the reality of the party
boss. Politicians elected for geographical constituencies (as distinct from party lists) have (some at least)
voters breathing down their necks all year round.

Not so those from the party lists who only have to bother about the party bosses who, in the past few
decades, have got their snouts increasingly stuck in the state (and corporate) coffers.

Looking at the three  models as a dynamic rather than as three isolated snapshots, suggests the possibility
that the movement of parties from civil society towards the state could continue to such an extent

that parties become part of the state apparatus itself. Itis our conte ntion that this is precisely the
direction in which the political parties in modern democracies have been heading over the past three
decades.

(We have seen a massive) decline in the levels of participation and involvement in party activity, with

citizen s preferring to invest their efforts elsewhere, particularly in groups where they can play a more

active role and where they are more likely to be in full agreement with a narrower range of concerns, and
where they feel they can make a difference. ~ The more immediate local arena thus becomes more attractive
than the remote and inertial national arena, while open, single  -issue groups become more appealing than
traditional, hierarchic party organizations.

Parties have therefore been obliged to look elsewhere  for their resources, and in this case their role as
governors and law-makers made it easy for them to turn to the state. Principal among the strategies they
could pursue was the provision and regulation of state subventions to political parties, which, whi le varying

from country to country, now often constitute one of the major financial and material resources with which
the parties can conduct their activities both in parliament and in the wider society.

Graphic?

April
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The political scales Fall

Some 15 years ago, as Team Leader of a n EG-funded project in Central Asia , | found myself tr ying
to formulate what mightbe t he o0 g ol d ofddamodratic 9ystem & after some false starts, it
eventually came as follows -

1 Apolitical executive - whose members are elected and whose role is to set the policy agenda - thatis
develop a strategy (and make available the laws a nd resources) to deal with those issues which it feels
need to be addressed.

1 Afreely elected legislative Assembly & whose role is to ensure (i) that the merits of new legislation
and policies of the political Executive are critically and openly assessed,; (ii) that the performance of
government and civil servants is held to account; and (iii) that, by the way these roles are performed,
the public develop confidence in the workings of the political system.

1 Anindependent Judiciary & which ensures that the r ule of Law prevails, that is to say that no  -one is
able to feel above the law.

1 Afree media; where journalists and people can express their opinions freely and without fear.

1 A professional impartial Civil Service 8 whose members have been appointed and pro moted by virtue of
their technical ability to ensure (i) that the political Executive receives the most competent policy
advice; (ii) that the decisions of the executive (approved as necessary by Parliament) are effectively
implemented ; and that (i) pub lic services are well -managed

1  The major institutions of Government - Ministries, Regional structures (Governor and regional offices
of Ministries) and various types of Agencies. These bodies should be structured, staffed and managed
in a purposeful manner

1 Anindependent system of local self -government & whose leaders are accountable through direct
elections to the local population ™. The staff may or may not be civil servants.

1 An active civil society 08 with a rich structure of voluntary associations d able to establish and operate
without restriction. Politicians can ignore the general public for some time but, as recent history has
shown, only for so long! The vitality of civil society & and of the media 0 creates (and withdraws) the
legitimacy of political systems.

1  Anindependent university system & which encourages critical thinking

I did have the gr acasystem, a dri tc otldeatte y p @dadémodel which few (if

any) countries actually match in all respects. A lot of what the global c ommunity preaches as ¢
practiced6 in government structures is actwually of wvery
still often more rhetoric than actual practice o]

But there was no doubt that | felt Britain was as close to the gold standard a s it got. Gradually,
however, my naivety was exposed. A year or so later |was writing -

OPublic appointments, for example, should be taken on merit & and not on the basis of ethnic or
religious networks. But Belgium and Netherlands, to name but two Euro  pean examples, have a
formal structure of government based, until very recently, on religious and ethnic divisions 2 1n
those cases a system which is otherwise rule -based and transparent has had minor adjustments
made to take account of strong social reali ties and ensure consensus.

! Encouraging a strong and free system of local self -government is perhaps the most difficult part of the transition pro

cess d since it means allowing forces of opposit ion to have a power base. But it is the way to develop public confidence in

government!

2l e each of Bel giumds 3 Regions has a b o ©Wwihtelatterxeflectingethhice and a o0commu
i ssues. Netherlands Mashliemgemadrieds t®Ritl tdres main religious forces |
decisions. This has now weakened.
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0But in the case of countries such as Northern Ireland (until very recently), the form and
rhetoric of objective administration in the public good has been completely undermined by
religious divisions. All public goods (eg hous ing and appointments) were made in favour of
Protestants.

0 A n de ltalian system has for decades been notorious for the systemic abuse of the machinery

of the state by various powerful groups 0 with eventually the Mafia itself clearly controlling

some key parts of it 3. American influence played a powerful part in this in the post  -war period
but the collapse of communism removed that influence and allowed the Italians to have a serious
attempt at reforming the system 0 until Berlusconi intervened 6

These are well -known cases d but the more we look, the more we find that countries which have long
boasted of their fair and objective public administration systems have in fact suffered serious

intrusions by sectional interests. The British and French indeed have invented words to describe
the informal systems which has perverted the apparent neutrality of their public administration o}
0the old bdygndhedpwamtkdufl|l aged of OENArqueso

A decade later | had to amend my picture further -

In recent years, bankers have become a hated group. However, before the politicians could do
any damage to their privileges and excesses, the British right -wing media was able to make an
issue of some excessive financial claims made by numerous member of parliament (average 20k)

and neuter what remaining power politicians had in that country. It was Harold MacMillan who
suggested at a meeting of ex -Prime Ministers that the collective noun  for a group of political
|l eaders was a o0l ack of principleso6 (He al so, interest

right of kings to succumb to the divine right of expe

The media scandal in Britain (finally) exposed the moral bankruptcy of the otabloidd news
which struck fear into politicians and therefore reluctant to take actions which would offend

newspaper moguls. A joke which beautifully illustrates the perversion of these papers has the

Pope in a rowing boat with the leadero f t he mi ner s& wunion of the 1980s th
the government. The oars are | ost and Scargill (the m
wal ks across the water to retrieve the oars. The next
Scargilcan dt sThat mdar@al dlso brought police corruption into the frame in England.

So, in the course of 3 -4 years, 4 core professions of the British Establishment (or Power Elite)
have been demonised & bankers, politicians, media and police. Perhaps the most powerful
professional group, however, has managed to stay out of the spotlight 0 but needs now to be

ooutedd and ousted from its privileged and caerupting
3 There is a voluminous literature onthis 8t he most | i vel Widnight inPSicity e (Harvitl ®rieds $996). For an
update, read Be r | u s c o n i dcdme,Sustisedandvthe pursuit of power by David Lane (Penguin 2005)
4 published critiques of the narrow circles from which business and political leaders were drawn started in the early 1960s o]
but only Margar et Teh880sadaly broke therpawereof thusfelitet and created a meritocracy
5business, political and Civil service | eaders have overwhel mingly p

and have moved easily from a top position in the Civil Serv ice to political leadership to business leadership.
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the (corporate) lawyers. Britain and America have m ore lawyers than most of the countries of
the globe put together & and they basically protect the amorality of corporations. And it is these
people who then go to become judges - Craig Murray has written about the amorality of our
judges. And those with any optimism remaining for the future of the planet will be disappointed
to learn that the majority of graduates these days still want to go into either the finance or

legal sectors. If our churches had any morality left they would be focusing on this dand
discouraging our youngsters from such decisions.

So | offer you the 5 groups who are destroying our civilisation - investment bankers, politicians,
corporate lawyers and judges, t abloid journalists and corrupt policemen. But what about the
accountants/economists, academics and preachers??? Damn! There seem to be 8 horses of the
apocalypse!

Let me in conclusion, offer this quotation from mediaeval times -

Strange is our situation here on earth. Each of us comes for a short visit, not knowing why, yet sometimes
seeming to divine a purpose. From the standpoint of daily life, however, there is one thing we do know: that
man is here for the sake of other human beings - above all for th ose upon whose smiles and well-being our
own happiness depends

14 April 2017

Are we really masters of our fates?

|l 6ve just been doing an interview for a website about
giving this rather severe response to one of the questions o

Section 14 of my E -book Mapping Romaniacontains two excerpts from key books & the first from an article

by a compatriot of mine (like me, with a Romanian partner) who moved recently from Bucharest to France.

It describes some typical scenes dwhi ch are also the focus of Mike Ormsbyds
country in ONeverdhMirnedd st hReo nBaanlikaaon s( You can r ®@acdarest coupl e of
Tales6) . The second, | onger e x c eWhpntCuliues Jlashdwhickkincludes goddiook cal | ed
sections on both BubBgatianahndh&es msamaéfurther snapshotseéé

The overriding impression which remains with me is of a people who are unable to trust & and cannot
therefore even begin to cooperate with -oneanother in matters of business or ci

See, for example, this fascinating cultural map _ (which uses 2 axes) which could put Scotland reasonably in
the top right cloud 8 with Romania being half way down the left part of the diagram.. The map is explained
heree . .

This raises fundamental questio ns about how free we are to shake off our collective cultural
valuesé . Aut h or sdes$ladstdde ;&Renald Inglehart ; FransTrompenaars; and Richard Lewis (in
When Cultures Collide) tells us how such values affect our e veryday behaviour. One Romanian
academic tried, a few years back , to apply the important de Hofstede cultural concepts _ to Romanian
organisations) .
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But few aut hor s, it seems, are br ave enopathdepdndencygée a l wi t

donamelythe mal | eabi l ity of a countryds social system.
Germany, for example, used to well -k n o wn f $Sonderwegé ie the distinctive historical and
cultural path it had trodden o superbly critiqued by FritzStern é . . But, somehow, it seems

70 years to have shaken that cultural tradition off...How exactly did that happen? | vividly
remember reading Ralf Dahrendorf's sociological analys isoftheissue 0 So c i e tDgmoeratyin
Germany J(Th®a )& a t hough thbwdermany ehangeu esmpalitical €ulture here

An obvious reason for the lack of trust in country such as Romania is t hat it experienced 50 years

of totalitarian rule  from 1945 - but, as Sorin lonitsa__has explained, the Ottoman and Greek
Phanariot influence of 1700 -1870 seems to have left stronger behavi oural influences! When | was in
Poland very briefly in the early 90s | was struck immediately with the paranoiac level of distrust
which separated the various groups (which sadly conti n
development)

The obvious question which follows is what those in authority in those new EU Member States &
eg in the universities & have been doing to try to encourage more cooperation eg in the cross -
border field? When | was on a Fellowship in the States in the late 80s | had come across a
fascinating structure called City Leadership which brought leaders from all sectors of city life (inc

Unions, NGOs, churches, culture etc) together once a month to forge bonds of understanding.

There is a global version of thishere dal t hough | cand6t speak of its succes
Why otransitiono wil/l | ast a hundred ye
| 8ve been in sensitivéareetpeasrtist owhyi cwhi tcho vieyr e da sttidet f i el ds
oinformal 6 -anduofuthe values which sustain the | atteré

| suggested that the Romanian (managerial) culture makes cooperative endeavor difficult dthere is
simply too much distrust (let alone macho leadership and partiality)

The Head of the European Delegation to Romania (Karen Fogg 1993-98) used to give every visiting
consul tant a summar yMakfg DénodiaeyWork Feiviatraditidns in Italy  (1993)

which suggested that the " amoral familism 6  eofithern Italian Regions ( wel | caught i n Banfi
The Moral Basis of a Backward Societ y (1958) effectively placed them 300 years behind the
northernregions. T h a t péith dependency6 at its most powerful, ,,

Romania had some 200 years under the Ottoman and the Phanariot thumbs - but then had 50 years
of autonomy during which it developed all the indications of modernity (if plunging latterly into

Fascism).

The subsequent experience of Romanian communism, however, created a society in which,
paradoxically, deep distrust became the norm & with villagers forcibly moved to  urban areas to drive
industrialisation; the medical profession enrolled to check that women were not using

contraceptives or abortion; and Securitate sp  ies numbering one in every three citizens.

The institutions of the Romanian state collapsed at Xmas 19 89 and were subsequently held together
simply by the informal pre -existing networks & not least those of the old Communist party and of
the Securitate. Tom Gall agher Theftofatlatichunent ed t he proce:
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Sorin | onit s @d&osPolicyaking éhtWeak States (2006) captures brilliantlyt  he
profound continuing influence of the different layers of cultural values on present -day political and
administrative behavior in Romanig and uses recent literature to identify the weaknesses of the
rationalistic approaches used by the EC

But the fore ign consultants working on the capacity building (which was carried out for 15 years

with EC funding) understood little of these informal networks and the values on which they were

based o they worked rather with toolkits of rational planning and, latterly , Guidebooks on Anti -
Corruptionééand ignored the hint Karen Fogg seemed to |

The development literature is full of warnings about the pitfalls of a rationalistic approach dbutin

those days any hapless foreigner who mentioned African (or e  ven Asian) experience got a very bad

reaction.

In a paper | delivered in 2011 to the Annual NISPAcee Conference - The Long Game d not the log -

frame 61 i nvent ed imbeevioys egimes® tOo cover the mixture of autoc
kleptocracies and incipient democracies with which | have become all too familiar in the last 27

years. | also tried to explai n what | thought was wrong with the toolkits and Guides with which

reformers operated; and offered some ideas for a diff e
approach.

I 8dm gl ad to say that just such a new @®pnpwnoasiauslyabegan t o
adoing development differently 6 , o iterativie eor political a nalysisé éitwas presaged almost 10

years ago by the World Bank 6 &overnance Reforms under real world conditions _ written around the

sorts of questions we consultants deal with on a daily basis - one paper in particular ( by Matthew

Andrews which starts part 2 of the book ) weaves a very good theory around 3 words 9 acceptance,

authority and ability. | enthused about the approach in a 2010 post

But there is a strange apartheid in consultancy and scholastic circles between those engaged in

o0devel opment 6, on the one hand, anrhe devetopes world, ontheor gani s a'f
ot h e Thé newer EU member states are now assumed to be fully -fledged systems (apart from a

bit of tinkering still needed in their judicial systems 6ohé. and Hungahawe gomenbdck Pol and

on some fundament al e | e me n)tButtheyfarelall bemainasbverdign rstatesrda c y € .
subject only to their own | aws plus those enshrined in

EC Structural Funds grant billions of euros to the new member states which are managed by each
countryds | ocal ctohnes udl bt easntt sp rwakduch acyese with any familiarity with
Opat h dependen c grévemanthrapolagical theosy wauld be able to tell them  are totally
i nappropriate t o Butthelachl consaltardsiarte ivarking to a héghly rationalistic
managerial framework imposed o n them by the European Commission; are, for the most part, young
and trained to western thought. They know that the brief projects on which they work have little
sustainability but & heh ¢ look at the hundreds of millions of euros which will continue to ro Ilin as
far as the eye can seeé. . ! I

Someone in central Europe needs to be brave enough to
clothes!!éd To challenge the apartheid in scholastic ci
| oni t s ge@drsold holklet and Governance Reforms under real world conditions
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Afterthought ; The title is deliberately provocative! | appreciate that the reference to "transition"

in the title implies progress to a "better" system; and that the core "liberal democracy" system is

now under question.....one could indeed argue that, from now on, it i s the older member states
who need to make the transition to simpler and more resilient societies! !

But, somehow, our current elites are too smug and complacent to bother with such basic
guestions....... It seems easier to use meaningless technocratic r  hetoric than admit to bafflement.
I would |Iike to see elites express more realism, modes!

WHY ROLE CONFLICT IS GOOD FO R YOUg¢ ¢

| was born and raised in a West of Scotland shipbuilding town, the son of a Presbyterian Minister

( osonofthemanse6 as we were known) and astatesehoolwhtthstily educati o
then possessed the posit DemocraiceTeatlitiom é 8 nofv, Seatdl gndds ch
traduced .

It would actually have been easier for me to attend the secondary school just a few blocks from

our house 0 but th at school was fee -paying. And my parents 9 although no radicals & knew that this

would have created a barri er,stawath asthey Were tolf e rt thse d onwnréesg a |
lower middle classes living in more modest houses and apartments in the centre and e ast of the

town.

Thus began my familiarization with the nuances of the class system 0 and with the experience of

straddling boundaries - which was indeed to become such a feature of my life. Whether the

boundaries are those of class, party, professional gr  oup intellectual discipline or nation, borders are

always well protected -i f not forti fi edé. . Bucldbordersymakegyoi o str addl e
uncomfortable and lonely - as | was to discover as an active member of the Labour party in my final

years at school - at the same time as | was becoming active in the highly conservative circles of the

local rugby club.

When | became a young councillor a few years later in 1968, | found myself similarly torn  das |

tried to describe in  the post a few days ago about political roles . | developed loyalties to the local

community activists but found myself in conflict with my (older) political colleagues and officials.

And | felt this particularly str ongly when | was elevated to the ranks of magistrate and required to

deal with the miscreants who confronted us as lay judges every Monday morning o up from the

prison cells where they had spent the weekend for drunkenness and wife -beat iéngé

The collusio n between the police and my legal adviser was clear but my role was to adjudicate

Obeyond reasonable doubtoé and the weak police testi moni
say | was too lenient and | certainly got such a reputation d meaning that | was rarely disturbed to

sign search warrants!

And, on being elevated a few years later to one of the leading positions in a giant new Region, | soon
had to establish relations with - and adjudicate between the budgetary and policy bids of - senior
profes sionals heading specialized Departments with massive budgets and manpower.

Yet | was to learn that, if you  are able to sustain the discomfort, being exposed to conflicting
loyalties can reap great dividends in insight & if not moral strength
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Putdiagram here from OPuézzI|ling Devel opment

That extended to the boundaries between academic disciplines &1 started at my College as an
economist but moved to political sociology. But the inter -disciplinary nature of my writings was not
to my collnegagdguesd | i ki

When, in the 1980s, | was able to develop European networks and then, in the 1990s,to work in a
dozen countries of central Euro pe and Central Asia, | became aware of my (North) western

European heritage - and to question things | had previouslytaken f or grantedé. . Changing
from academic to pol i dancthen to straddle the West n sEast divalen was an
incredibly rich experience which | wouldndt have misse

Avoiding Best Practice

The last few posts (on cultural va lues) have led me back to the draft of a little book | abandoned
two years ago 0 Crafting Effective Public Management - a collection of personal reflections about
the craf t | have followed now for almost 50 years.

As it stands, the document represents the musings | penned as | tried to understand the lessons
from the very distinctive work which has occupied me for most of the last half of this period &
namely reforming institutions of local and central state administration in ex - communist
countries in these regions....

The opening section of the book (Part 1) was written in the late 1990s as | was trying to explain to a
Central European audience the nature and significance of the changes in organising the business of
government which started in britain inthe 1970s and soon became global in scope

Separated geographically by then for almost a decade from that world, | could perhaps aspire to a
measure of distanceifnotobj ect i vityé. 6Managing Changed may have bee
then back home but the proljielcarsatfeuch deeadu ntnr itehsed olnye wlH wr o p

were not in the business of ocatalysingd6 chistaoge but r a
bed! !

| vividly remembering the ticking off | got from the German company which employed me when, as

Director of an Energy Centre in Prague, I of fered some

better fit the Czecho -Slovak context (it was 1992) . Their response was classic - dNe do not pay you

to think & we pay you to obey é é l&id you not!! German friends tell me that there are traces there

of the old Prussian influence! |t became obvious to me that these centres (funded by the European

Commission)which purported to be helping countries of the ex  -soviet bloc adjust to new ways of

energy conservation were in fact |ittle more than froni

0OBest practiced was the phrase whi céwetebrsnginBwitht i sh pri vaf
them to projects and was one to which | was starting to object. It was in Tashkent in 2000 that |

first drafted material to make a point about the relative novelty of the government procedures in

Europe which passed (whaherindmates of hifing @ procurement) and the

number of exceptions one could find not just in southern European countries but even in the heart

of Eur Aspvatérs such as Ha-Joon Chang have documented in the development field, a lot of

kidology was clearly going on!
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Old draft material is like a good cheese or wine  dit needs time to mature. And, rereading my

material on ¢craftng ef f ecti ve PMO made me r eal iesnmatitntsiacethe despi t e |
beginning of my work here always to start from the | oc.
felt it needed more detail on how exactly to avoid the trap of "the best practice" formulae which

are embedded in most EC guidelines... ..

| have never been a fan of the World Bank butits Governance Reforms under real world

conditions (2006) is_written around the sorts of questions we consultants deal with on a daily basis -

one paper in particular ( by Matthew Andrews which starts part 2 of th at book) weaves a very good

theory around 3 words & dacceptance 6, dauthority ¢ and dability 6.

| enthused about the approach in a 2010 post _ and notice that he now has another book out Building

State Capability 0 evidence, analysis, action on the same theme of the need for a practical,

60l ear ni ng (theheok oaa belddwnloaded in its entirety from the publisher here )

It may not be the book | would recommend 6si nce i tds got too much jargon an
protest too muchdé by over doisamoyihgaeadegic babitwhichdnasal yses and
every line of every page disfigured with groups of names in brackets to prove that the author has
read everything 0 buti ts basic argument is of fundamental importan ce and can be read in this
earlierpaper by Andr ews and Moorcock on something called 6Cap

Gcapability traps can be avoided and overcome by fostering different types of intervent ionsé . . whi ch
(i) aim to solve particular problems in local contexts,
(ii) through the creation of an 6authorizing environmentd f

and experimentation,

(iii) involving active, ongoing and experiential | earning and the iterative feedback of lessons into new

solutions, doing so by

(iv) engaging broad sets of agents to ensure that reforms are viable, legitimate and relevant fi i.e., politically
supportable and practically implementable.

We propose this kind of intervention as an alternative approach to enhancing state capability, one we call
Probl em Driven | terative Adaptation (PDIA). We emphasize tF
attempt at a pragmatic and operational synthesis of related

The authors arepartof an i ncreasing number of peodpvelepmenh o want , [
differently 60a f ew year s b a c lpolitical anaysis € & FadmlPeliticél Economy to
Political Analysis (2014) is an excellent overview of the thinking process

Although | would express the ideas a bit more simply
9 Fixing on an issue widely seen as problematic

T Getting people to admit that i-dowcappnodch be sol ved by
T Getting winmdé& todutyhi s
1 Bringing people together from all sectors which are touched by the issue
1 Starting from an analysis of where we find ourselves (reminds me of a philosophical
colleague known for his phrase 6 We ar e wheje we ared!
1 Avoiding polarisation
1 Working patiently to seek a fea sible and acceptable solution
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https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/1426292_file_Andrews_Pritchett_Woolcock_traps_FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/1426292_file_Andrews_Pritchett_Woolcock_traps_FINAL_0.pdf
http://doingdevelopmentdifferently.com/
http://doingdevelopmentdifferently.com/
https://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTTOPPSISOU/Resources/1424002-1185304794278/TIPs_Sourcebook_English.pdf
http://publications.dlprog.org/From%20Political%20Economy%20to%20Political%20Analysis.pdf
http://publications.dlprog.org/From%20Political%20Economy%20to%20Political%20Analysis.pdf

Fairly simple steps - which, however, conflict with prevailing political culture s d and not just in
Central Europe!!

18 April

Values

For almost 30 years | have been living in central european countries (actually seven of the years

were in central Asia) and working on projects  designed to adjust their admi  nistrative and political

cultures to European (indeed 6global 6) norms of transp:
A battery of techniques (var i athetasic) saseénusedhyaledioa, carr ot
of missionaries and mercenaries from organisat ions such as the World Bank, OECD, the EC and

private consultancies to pursue this task.

| drew on my own experience to write a detailed analysis - The Long Gamed not the log -frame 8

with the title  trying to summarise t he main thrust of the paper&s argumen
was |l aid on rationalistic techni gandwhiciwhereexpecedtal nét f i t |
deliver overambitious results in ridiculous time  -periods.

The paper coi naneniobseegimésé ate Suggest not only that the
countries treated their citizens with utter disdain but that this was hard -wired into their DNA  die

that the underlying s ocial values made it difficult for the elites to behave in any other way....

There was a further strand to the argument | have been conducting for more than a decade o}

namely that the management techniques imported into these countries by the missionaries and

mer cenaries (who have morphed into | ocal experts) have
armoury used to keep citizens in their servile places....

I might indeed have added that the EC8s Structural Fun

boost to the corruption which had for so long been systemic in most of the countries....

But | realised yesterday that this 6 v al ue dah daperdlendy 6 argument is far too static ...after
all, so much of my writing of the past 20 years  has been about the moral corruption of our  very own
O0West er n (séthetlatest dersion of Dispatches to the Next Generation ) .....

This week | came across an important book by the famous Francis Fukuyama which he had written in
1999 but which had passed me by, The Great Disruption & human nature and the reconstitution of
social order is a critique of t he loosening of our social fabric  (and declining social trust) which he
argued has been going on since 1965.

At first glance, it bears some similarities to Christopher L a s cThé Gulture of Narcissism _ which

does, however, bear the curioussub -t i t |l e O0American Life in an Age of Dim
Both books are important correctivestothe all  -too-f ami | i ar refrain from 0the Wes
East® $ame catchiMog eup mpordamé.tl y they touch on a theme
very existence dthet ensi on between what | might call othe moral
Remember one of the quotations which grace this blog (if you scroll far e nough down the right -hand

boxes) &

"We've spent half a century arguing over management methods. If there are solutions to our confusions over
government, they lie in democratic not management processes" JR Saul (1992)
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The final section of
feel about management techniques in that wider moral universe

The Long Game d not the log -frame was a rare attemptto place the unease we

but this post has been long

enough.....tomorrow | will try to pick up the argument where | seem to have left it all of six years

Power & the elephant in the room

My field

internat.
urban and regional development to a type of
found

and

of
onal

mysel f

ocapacity development ¢ é

| have to report that
writers @ and that you have to crawl through a lot of shit to find any pearls of wisdom.

endeavour

over

t he

dealing

then | eft

the development world i s..&ill of funding bodies, Think Tanks and prolific

Robert Chambers (as the link shows) is one of the few guys

40 plus
t hat

What follows is a table from
professionals in the field feel they have learned
too cynical to think that perhaps the one they have learned is a bigger vocabulary!!)

beo

years he
to | et

Four approaches to development

has
ordinary

wor ked

his great book - Ideas for Development

wi t h
peomiives. speak

and

worth listening to on the subject. For
rur al

peopl e

(2005 ) which captures what
in those 40 -odd years (and, no, | do not think it is

t ake

pastdbitactdfthec ent ur vy
s 0 rdmmunlty devélagpmentea), anoved thirdugh different types of
organizational development ;
miostitetionali dekelopmterdd ndi latterlyp, o w

Br i

Approach 1. Benevolent 2. Participatory 3. Rights - based | 4. Obligation -
based
Core concept Doing good Effectiveness Rights oef Obligations of
not so ohavesbéd
Dominant mode Technical Social political Ethical
Relationships of Blueprinted Consultative transformative Reflective
donors to
recipients
Stakeholders Beneficiaries | mplementers Citizens Guides, teachers
seen as
accountability Upward to aid Upward with some multiple Personal
agency downward
Procedures Bureaucratic More acceptance of | Negotiated, Learning
conformity diversity evolutionary
Organizational Pressure to Balance between Pressure for Expectations of
drivers disburse disbursement and results responsible use of

results

discretion
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http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!the-long-game/c1fzg
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Oneof Chambemsby books was titled, memorably, oPutting th

from such a title, his approach is highly critical of external technical experts and of the way even
Oparticipatory ¢ efforts are dominated by them.

The unease some of us have been increasingly feeling about administrative reform in transition
countries is well explained in that table. The practic e of technical assistance in reshaping state
structures in transition countries is stuck at the first stage (eg the pressure to disburse in the EC
Structural Funds programmes!!) éal t hough the rhetoric of decadearl
so has moved the thinking to the second column.

Mention of vocabulary prompts me to put a plug in for my  Just Words - a glossary and bibliography
for the fight against the pretensio  ns and perversities of power . Also well worth looking atis -
Deconstructing Development Discourse 8 buzzwords and Fuzzwords (Oxfam 2010)

The Leftonits  Knees

|l dm grateful t o Eumopeard GouncilafiMinisterd for thdrneonthly selection they send
me of relevant papers from the more prestigious of the Eu ropean Think Tanks

Thanks to their efforts, | was able download this booklet from the Fabian Society called Future
Left 0 can the left respond to a changing society?  (160pp).

Its opening section gives an excellent account of how the British left have responded to the

changing conditions of the post -war period and nicely complements the post | did last month about
intellectual responses as a whole. It follows that with a thoughtful section about the different

strands in the debate about the future of work  which we have been having for the past 30 years.
Migration, housing and the future of public services are some of the other subjects which receive
good treatment.

Readers will know that a General Election is now underway in the UK d which, for the firstti  me in
living memory, the Labour party has absolutely no chance of winning. It will go down to the biggest
defeat in its hundred -year history &just as the French Socialists today will suffer its most

ignominious defeat ¢ . And t hi s despite the Labour party (in

growth of membership for about 20 yearseé.

I am no fan of the present leader of the British party 0 but the way the corporate media have
treated him has been a powerful confirmation that the media no longer performs the role
democratic theory (if not the public) requires of it. Of course, Labour MPs have been their own
(and the party ®@by)the mannesih whemse many of the shadow cabinet manoeuvred
amassresignat i on just weeks af-freating@ @al fiftyithdhe wiget e ct i on
membership of the party.

owner st

Engl ar

The scene is now set for somerealblood -l et t i ng after the June el ectioné.

party was left with just one MP in Scotland (having pr  eviously had 50). | expect a few more than
that to survive in Englandéé

Another British Think Tank (Demos) has just produced a book  Nothing to Fear but Fear ltself

which looks at the forces which have rocked the UK, France, Germany, Poland, Spain and Sweden in
thelast20years -and brought the Il eft to its kneesééThe
each of these countriesé
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https://www.guystanding.com/files/documents/Deconstructing-development-buzzwords.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/library-blog/category/think-tank-review/
http://www.fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Future-left.pdf
http://www.fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Future-left.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/a-potted-history-of-economic-writing.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/a-potted-history-of-economic-writing.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2017/03/the-end-of-work.html
https://arunwithaview.wordpress.com/
https://arunwithaview.wordpress.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/media-blog/2017/may/07/prince-and-commoner-one-rule-for-philip-and-another-rule-for-jeremy-corbyn
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/media-blog/2017/may/07/prince-and-commoner-one-rule-for-philip-and-another-rule-for-jeremy-corbyn
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan010194.pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan010194.pdf
https://www.demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Nothing-to-Fear-but-Fear-Itelf-final.pdf

By way of total co ntrast - here's a fascinating blog which offers great links - this one, for example,
on the joys from good writing _.....
And | also liked this summary of a book about future scenarios  we face 0 aJourney to Earthland ¢

Denial, Distractions and Despair
7 What the corporate media considers

importan t are, for this blog, mere

fartsééhot air and smell yé

The | ast post was the blog

to the political events which have been

| gripping the European and British press for

the past week dthe French Presidential

. Election and the recently -annourced British

| General Election.For o6groupieséé. fant

opportunities to raveé. but,

sober amongstfulaofsoundeandent s 0

fury but sigmdfyingénothin

ot M
(%]

A couple of months ago | referred to __the

critique of modern television _ which Neil Postman had published as far back as 1985 - Amusing

ourselves to death .

Postman was ahead of his time in suggesting that politics was becoming a mere spectacle  dthose,

after all, were the days when people such as Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan were forg ing

their neoliberal vision and dramatically changing the institutional landscape.

Nobody could suggest thent hat politics and political power were of
Butgl obal i sation and privati zatMacoonanttday are Cahutedilgend al | of t
their acceptance of that agendaé.

The last line of the previous post mentioned a  little book & Journey to Earthland _ & which puts all the

sound and fury in proper perspective. Itis  one of these rare books which impresses from the start

o with a powerful, extended metaphor of the train -wreck of a journey the world ison - with the

various passenger reactions categorized intothose of o0deni al, distraction and de

The author is founder (  some 20 years ago) of a small institute which cconducts studies and
simulations to illuminate global challenges and possibilities ; and summarized its insights in a 2002
essay Great Transition; the promise and lure of the times ahead which set ¢a broad historical,

conceptual, and strategic framewaork for contemplating the global future 4 Its wider aims can be
read here & and some of those associated with it profiled here.
One strand of its thinking can be read in this pamphlet -The Homebrew Industrial Revolution  (2010);

a very short video seen here ; as well as this presentation .

The author of the new booklet is Paul Raskin and he sets out 3 fundamental scenarios -
- Conventional worlds (market for ces; policy tinkering )

- Barbarization (Fortress World; Breakdown and dystopia)

- Great transformations  (Eco-communalism; New paradigm)
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https://thebaffler.com/the-poverty-of-theory/the-real-world-trump-edition
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http://www.greattransition.org/documents/Journey-to-Earthland.pdf
http://greattransition.org/documents/Great_Transition.pdf
http://www.greattransition.org/about/aims-and-background
http://www.greattransition.org/about/aims-and-background
http://www.greattransition.org/publication/reflections-on-journey-to-earthland
http://hplusmagazine.com/2016/08/03/book-review-homebrew-industrial-revolution-2010/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9yGP_I9pOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bniXOPMq9XY

Readers will know that | am not, these days, easily i m
But this one impacts on all sorts of levels 3 the tautness of its language; the clarity of the various

schemas it presents; the imaginative use it makes of sketches of the future and "retrospective

stories"; and its brevity 0 just 110 pages.

The one criticism | have is the usual o ne-t hat it | acks a ofurther readingo
structure which pays attention to hadjideally,ashorbus oO0school s
explanation of the reason for each book's selectionéAs
exclusivel y to the Institute's own writers

24 April

Interlude

| had a welcome visit last week from one
of my daughters & the reason for my blog
silence. Around t rip to Koprivshitsa , the
old town of Plovdiv and Rila Monastery
ensued & with a lovely night spent at the
Old Plovdiv Hostel right in the heart of
the cobbled old town and a superb meal at
the Hebros restaurant  just round the
corner.

The highlight however (apart from wine -
tasting in Sofia) was our discovery of an
amazing junk yard on the road back from
Riladwi t h power ful reli
recent historyé.

In March the post on Mood Music subjected readers to a bibli  ographical tsunami of texts - which
plotted (chronologically) perceptions since the 1950s

Inevitably | missed some important books, the most important of which was probably Economics and
Utopia & why the learning economy is not the end of history ; by Geoff Hodgson (1999) d the link
accessesthecomp |l et e text éé

| t & dear and tough analysis by a top -class economic historian of why socialism lost its way & and
exploration of what it will take for it to restore its energies. If you want to get a sense of the

range of arguments which have convulsed economists and activists over the past century, this is the
book for you.
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An Ode to the Palate

After 10 years (this September) of living
in Bulgaria (alternately with Romania), |
thought | knew my Bulgarian wines 0 at
least the whites to which m y metabolism
still allows me access.

| had, after all, spent full weekends at  the
lastthreeof Sofi ads most recent a
wine fair s (which take place in November)
d and duly swilled, spat and carefully
awarded my scores (out of 5.0) in the

little note b ooks with which they supply
youé.

Last year, indeed, | had posted the

results of this courageous endeavor € .
making the distinction between my basic
favourites (at just over 3 euros) and the
new (slightly more expensive) vintages

But that was before | stumbled on the superb little wine  -shop Tempus Vini  opened last autumn.
Kalindbs i n his thirties and wi |dwhichlshowstsinge haisithelfiistf y as a son

person | 6ve met in more than five decades of appreciat]
understand why | get the varia ble impressions | do on my palate and throat when | swill, view, smell
and then | et the liquid first trickle doQuetlytwite back of

no pretensions, he offers his various explanations  d which have deeply enriched my wi ne experience..

I6ve beadovisiaKAl(add)i n6s cave e vieseyastfew montthsa ¥ each time tasting
about three whites, discussing the effects and then moving on to get reasons - and directions for
future tasti ngsé. . anhylcopyohtee litleh iClatalogue pfdBaldaiian \¢/ines which the
KA and TA team produces annually in time for the Sofia wine fair and which carries the details of
more than 150 wi ner iKasl ipohéyss roteto stock tha wineyféund.in the
supermarkets & but he will happily find and deliver a crate for you &which he did when | recently
found an amazing Riesling/Varnenski Misket from Varna Winery (at 5 euros)

The result has been a delightful educational experience &éwi t h t he dr awback that each
harvests are al wWhgst dyéaedsenweéne shebhemiaAprilt andthbablme i nt o

am becoming more dari ng in buying bottles at 6 euros!!

Remember that Sofia boasts quite a few of these delightful shops where you can buy regional wine

in barrels and caskets & for 2 euros a litre! My favourite is one that stocks Karlovo wines dincluding

the famous Chateau Copsaand its Karlovski Misket

At the beginning of the year I was  particularly impressed with the Miskets (particularly Sandanski
and Karlovski); then moved on to Muscat; Vi ognier; Tramin; and Dimiat; discovered the amazing
Macedonian Stobi range; moved back to Moscato Bianco; and cuvees such as Chardonnay/Sauvignon
Blanc. Last week Kallin gave us a presentation of wines from  Malketa Zvezda & the Enigma range
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Last night |tried a bottle  with a rare blend of Chardonnay (85%) and Tamianka in the Symbiose
range produced by Bratanov winery & from the same (southern) part of the country
Little wonder that when | visited my dentist yesterday, she commented on how happy | looked!

The Left is Dead 0 long live the Left!

For those of progressive bent, the big  issue at the moment are the apparently terminal state of the

British Labour Party and the French Left

Macron has 0O0reengineeredd French politics. Jeremy Cor b
1980s. | hate reengineering and everything it stands for (remem ber Skv oEngmed pfégman

Souls?) but it seems that a major bit of reengineering is now needed for the UK!!

I'tés a dreadful reflection on HhthevasBandlishi-dahguagemboakl ar i ty h
which gave a really detailed insight into French society (in all its regional variety ) was John

Ar d a grhades in the New Century  (1999). Th e od or  Histdrydof Fmefich Passions and 0 The

F r e n ¢(phblished in the early 90s ) gave an additional quasi-philosophical dimension. All th ese books

first came out some 20 years ago.

Yes | know about cyclist Graham Roadnd) @ sourseDsomec overy of Fi
journalists and historians have produced great books eg journalist J onat han FFRecadyhé s

Brink (first edition 2000); La Vie en Bleu d France and the French since 1900 by academic Rod

Kedward (2006); and the more recent How the French Think & an affectionate portrait of an

intellectual people by Sudhir Hazareesingh (2015) - but only Ardagh and Zeldin tried to cover all

the key aspectsé.

The French, of course, are the ideologues par excellence  not least the French left dwith Jean
Jaures perhaps being its most inspirati onal figure. But | remember being trapped in a church in Lille

when Francois Mitterand came visiting in the 1980s - and being decidedly unimpressed with the
atmosphere of obsequity!
Despite the decentralization policy of that period, the country has remai ned centralized &and its

periphery ignored by a self -satisfied homogenous political class in which ENArques have continued
to dominate.

The Brits are the pragmatic shopkeepers & and its left had real moral strength from the tradition s

of RH Tawney, Keir Hardie and Aneurin Bevan the Cooperative and union movements ; its various

(liberal and New Left ) intellectual dissenters . But they could never get their act together dand

thent he Bliar spin doctors took over and blew everything

http://www.bbc.com/news/world  -europe-39791036
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Journals worth Reading?
A few weeks back | made a nasty crack about the

superficiality of newspaper coverag e. Some A Mt')N"‘
~ . ’_"u. Io'na‘
personal exchanges | & v e sifcatden have ; 152 _

raised the question of which (English language) l‘m,“..;mw::';;‘,
journals would pass a test which included such e g
criteriaas 0

- Depth of treatment

- Breadth of coverage (not just political)

- Cosmopolitan in taste (not just anglo -saxon)
- clarity of writing

- skeptical in tone

My own regular favourite reading includes The

test
3 u—».luz—umd-ﬂ-—
s e p——

Guardian Long Readsand book reviews, London ——rttn

Review of Books and the New York Review of
Books 6 and the occasional glance at the New
Yorker ; New St atesman; and Spiked. :
This choice, | grant you, betray s a certain ]
Opatriciaddopossoodi 0nr i bayintial gaoglelseatco lingted itself to  such

epithets as o0l efté,  Oopadiganals®huvedni dgveenhd thdew up a
onewi tphr @gr essi,thedthet wit t bs odecul ar

From these, | have extracted the other titles which might lay some claims to satisfying the
stringent criteria set aboveeé.

Aeon; an interesting new cultural journal

Brain Pickings; a superb personal endeavour which gives extended excerpts from classic texts about
creativity etc. One of the best

Book Forum; an amazing daily service which gives you about a dozen links f rom academic journals &
justatiny -bi t t oo US centred?é.

Dissent ; a US leftist stalwart

Jacobin ; a new leftist E -mag with a poor literary style

Lettre International _; a fascinating quarterly published in German, Italian, Spanish, Hungarian and
Romanian (where it has just celebrated its 100 " edition ), it makes available translated articles with
superb etchings..

Literary Hub ; a literary site with  original selections and frequent posts 6 ONE OF MY HOT
FAVOURITES

Monthly Review ; an old US stalwart with good solid analysis

Mother Jones ; more journalistic US progressive

N+1; one of the new and smoother leftist mags

New Humanist ; an important strand of UK thought

New Left Review ; THE UK leftist journal - running on a quarterly basis since 19 60

New Republic; solid US monthly

Prospect (UK); rather too smooth UK monthly
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http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2017/04/denial-distraction-and-despair.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2017/04/denial-distraction-and-despair.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/series/the-long-read
https://www.theguardian.com/news/series/the-long-read
https://www.theguardian.com/books/books+tone/reviews
https://www.lrb.co.uk/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/
http://www.nybooks.com/
http://www.nybooks.com/
http://www.newyorker.com/
http://www.newyorker.com/
http://www.newstatesman.com/
http://www.spiked-online.com/
https://www.sas.upenn.edu/~jtreat/progressive.html
http://www.seculardirectory.org/magazines-journals/
https://aeon.co/about
https://www.brainpickings.org/
http://www.bookforum.com/blog/page_id=1
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lettre_International
https://www.lettre.de/lettre-info/about-lettre
http://icr.ro/pagini/nr-100-iarna-2016-2017
http://lithub.com/
https://monthlyreview.org/
http://www.motherjones.com/
https://nplusonemag.com/
https://newhumanist.org.uk/
https://newleftreview.org/
https://newrepublic.com/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/




