'l.l this Issue :
F'wo ¢ lontroveries on

. Sex p.2
T'he Early Days of

( FREEDOM p. 2

‘orporal Punishment - p.
lndusrrful Comment - p.4

]

—

K

A NARCH

rs T

reedom

FORTMNIGHTLY

“All our libertics are due to
men who, when their con-
science has compelled them,
have broken the laws of the

land.”
Dre. CLIFFORD
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Threepence

CONSCRIPTION GAINS GROUND

HE failure of the anti-conscriptionists in parliament to hold the ground

they wrung from the government last year makes plain once again a
general proposition which anarchists have always urged upon reformers—
that where a general trend is in operation it is futile to pick at minor objections
while making no resistance to the trend itself,

A vyear ago the opposition to conscription was sufficiently strong within the
Labour Party 1o make the cabinet compromise its proposal for an eighteen
month pcriuﬂ for military service, and reduce it instead to twelve months.
Now, the government proposes to reverse that concession, and once more make
military service eighteen months—and it seems as good as certain that opposi-

tion will be negligible,

The reason is partly to be sought in the varying

motives of last year's oppositionists. Some were merely anti-Beyinists, others
fellow travellers or softies who hoped for a rappochement with Russia which
would make military conscription unnecessary from a practical point of view.
A few were pacifists; and these will probably provide the rump of last year's

opposition.

Two World Camps

For it is clear that the hardening of
the division of the world into two
major power blocs has strengthened
the hands of the “practical” men and
weakened that of the socialists who
felt queasy about Bevin's support for
reactionary regimes such as that of
Greece. Once again we see that
nationalist, patriotic sentiments favour-
ing the defence of our country (or
“our way of life’”) and its dependen-
cies cut right across the wishes of
those who wish to support left-wing
movements against reaction. Greece
may be heading for a military dicta-
torship but patriotic socialists now
see that it is an outpost in the defence
against Russian aggression, and that
what is needed is not a left govern-
ment but an effective one.

Triumph of the Practical
Men

Similarly, if one sees that the struggle
is ulready engaged and that Russian pro-
gress is only 1o be stopped by military
force or the threat of it, then oppositdon
to conscription on  mere ideological
grounds, mere traditions of the Labour
movement, is not practical politics at all.
For practical men are already showing
that Britsin's overseas commitments can-
not be met by men whose period of ser-
vice is so short that they cannot be used
further away than Germany or at most
the Middle East, so that the tasks in the
Far East fall 1o the regular army which
is insufficient to shoulder them. Inevit-
ably, therefore, military service must be
increased to eighteen months of even two
years . . -

Against the buckground of the cold war
against Russin the position of most anti-
conscriptionists becomes untenable. But
that does not take away from the force of
the arguments against conscription itself,
It still remains an insult to every liberal
principle, an addition 1o the State system
of education of the most undesirable kind,
So the problem expands Into one which
embraces the whole trend towards mili-
tariztion because of the continual threat
of war,

Thase who

recognize the basic un-

desirability of military conscription ought
not to surrender their feelings 1o what is
called practical necessity. It is not only
basically immoral to do so, but the sur-
render is to the alleged practical necessity
for military resistance—in short, to accept
in advance wet another world war.
Bertrand Russell has already accepted this
prospect. He may hide behind such
chimeras as o “preventive show of force’,
or even that hoary old veteran, the war
to end war. Not even the chance of
“third tme lucky” can make people
swallow that one.

Russell an illustration
Russell's position however typifies that
of the anti-conscriptionist who has no
sacial outlook beyond the hope of piece-
meal reforms. And it is all the more
penetrating a lesson in that Russell was
an anti-war advocate in 1914-18 who

served considerable terms of imprisonment |

for his views. His conversion to what
could justly be called warmongering illus-
trates the truth that if you accept the
world and society as it is, and accept the
reformist way of striving to better it bit
by bit, without any radical destruction of
its main features such as unequal social
classes, the sanctity of property (whether
private or state), and the production of
goods for exchange rather than for need,
then you must accept the npecessity to
fight wars for hypothetical ideologies and
actual misery.
The More Practical
Alternative

The altérnative is to reject conseription
because it is unjust and morally repug-
nant, to reject wars, social inequality, and
the property system which obstructs pro-
gress towards the provision of material
comfort for all. The alternative, the con-
structive alternative, is to work for the
social revolution, to further all those
trends towards social justice, and to refuse
one's participation in basically immoral
acts urged upon us in the name of
practical necessity.

In view of our considerable knowledge
of what war involves, the revolutionary
alternative will not perhaps seem as im-
practical as it sounds. It is guite certain
that the establishment of social justice,
of the social revolution in this country
would have a far more devastating effect
upon Russian imperialism than any strong
arm show of force by British or American
Imperialism.
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NCFE again the nations are preparing for war.
of battle dies away, before the homeless and displuced

Before the

peoples of Europe and Asia are provided with even the simple

necessity
darken this unhappy earth.

The enemies of 1939-45 are
vanquished and but for the

echoes aroused by trials of war

criminals, wherein  the victors
satisfy their lust for vengeance
and strive to hide their own mis-
deeds, the causes for which some
20 millions perished would be
forgotten. And well might they
be forgotten, for the events since
the end of the war have shown
all those who wish to see how
hollow was the mockery, how
hideous the sham behind the
parrot-phrases of the politicians,
the exhortations of the back-
room boys.

What price democracy to-day?  What
price this freedom from both fear and
want when in 0 world of man-made
shortage we are conscripted for a new
destruction?  Of course, the patriotic
lenders find excuses. They hove a world
to play with, a world divided up by
frontiers, bevond which, they tell us,
dwell our enemies, those wicked men
who'll steal our libertics—as if we were
free men, with liberties to lose!

[o, to p i our ensla by
somebody else, our leaders enslave us
themselves.  To save us from Hitler,
Churchill enslaved us; to save us from
Stalin, Attlee enslaved us—but who will
save us from  Churchill and  Attlee?

s of life, the grim shadows of another ghastly struggle

s so that we
& from tyeants
prevent  the
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everywhere?  Who v
tyeants from hoving the
wlave us? Will anyhody 7
ourselves, that is?

The que v begs the

anawer.
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who  are

leader over free men?
will save us, for pol
of gover
governed 1 those
who wait for o messinh will wait into
their graves and those who jost don't
enre ore ny good as dead anyway. The
man who lives is the complete ms
the man who uses his eye and his bro
and  his hand and will and "
cournge and who says 0" when the
saviour comes along with the shaekles.

STRAWS IN THE WIND

Mr. Vinecent Tewson, genernl secretary
of the T.U.C., told a conference called by
the Roval Arsenal Co-op Society yester-
day that the Ship naking
progress in spite of heavy' seas.

“Anyone who attempts to tamper with
the engines or to spread disaffection
among the crew will be handled by the
crew;" he said.

*

Mr, Chuter Ede, the Home Secretury,
said Inst night at Melksham, Wilts.: “If
national defence is necessary, no fit man
should be able to evade
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Our Record Against War

HE Anarchist record is a clean one of constant anti-militarist

and anti-war activity.

We have been ¢

Istent against con-

seription since its first introduction, have not switched our “line’
in the middle of a war like the Communists or in any way hetrayed

our principles like the Labour politicians,

Here is the proof, in

quotations from Anarchist publications during and between the
two world wars—and we are already against the next one, too!

HE erime of crimes hos been com-

mitted, and England is at war. In
view of the Government’s foreign policy
during its whole existence, no one nced
feel surpriscd at this. When it was scen
that the Imperinlists in the Cabinet had
the controlling voice, and when later
Churchill was made First Lord of the
Admiralty, it became a certainty that
the next great struggle of the European
powers, England would be involved. To
di th‘ hid i i .l‘

1 dipl o however, s

The Law and the

Tl-ll.-l National Legal Scheme that the Government are contemplating on
somewhar similar lines 1o the National Health Scheme is a classic
example of Labour reformism and as such is worthy of attention, For this is,
after all, the most that capitalism can offer; Social-Democracy is doing its hest
1o make capitalism workable and ease its stringencies, and such fruits as this
are nov intended as temporary concessions or reforms won out of a bitter
struggle against the Government, but ag the ucme of the struggle, the things
the labour movement has alway fought for, the characteristies of the Promised

Land.

Such reforms cannot be opposed by
the Tories in the same way as schemes
for nationalisation and for electoral
purposes they are bound 1o agree with
them or even point out their in-
adequacies; although the unrepentant
Right Wing continues to denounce
such “pampering of the poor”, and
will soon doubtless be echoing in all
the newspapers how people are send-
ing each other to prison in the same
way a§ we have heard since the Health
Scheme that everybody is getting free
spectacles and having their teeth out

unnecessarily.

Like the Health Scheme; the Legal
Scheme in founded on a perfectly sub-
tantisl premise: namely that o misfortune
thor afflicts a particular person ought o
be met by society.  Whether this s ful-
filled i guite another matter; but the point
about luw 18 that this s certainly n per
fectly  aveidable  misfortune An, of
course, up to o point is il<health; which
is caused by poverty in the main, and
legul problems are caused solely  and
entirely by the judicial system
The only aim of the Legal Scheme,
this pinnacle of Labour relormism,
solely to alleviate the munjor misfortune
that is incurred by a litigant, whether

&

Profits

succeysful or unsuccessful. It does not
Limit the e¢pormous fees that pass hands
in the administeation of ce; but trany-
fers them. The guines-n-minute gentry
are not to lose any of thele substantinl
vt ) would Incdeed be unlikely lor
leginlation: o be  pansed  affecting

any
lawyers adversely, sincg they are better-

represeited than any othér  trade, pro-
fenshon, Industey or racket in the House of
Commons,  The Legal Ald and Adviee
Bill widiens the runge of persons entitled
tir “Poar Person’s Ald" o lerubly but
naturally allows the rich man to be able
mind the services of the expensive
y nome of whom are puid by the
Stite o defend the poor man's int L
in Parlinment but spend o major part of
their  time  defending the rich  man's
interest in the Law Courls,

It will still rermain o ceushing Gnancial
blow o be involved in wny civil action,
and injustice will sl be a lot cheaper
than uny legal remedy could possibly be.
There will sl remaln the distinetlon be-
wween rich und poor dn the matter  of
solicitoes. and legal representation (o the
criminal courts, since the police on arrest

{ Contivued on page 4)
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N our issue of October 30th we printed a review of Number 2
B of the Journal of Sex Education, edited by Norman Haire.
The reviewer, John Hewetson, referred back to the World League

for Sexnal Reform which was dissoived after dis
tween its two presidents, Doctors Hawre and Leun

question of political affiliation.

ment be-
ch, ou the

We have heen very pleased to receive
A REPLY BY NORMAN HAIRE.

Dean Six, R v
RONErOUs  review

X wi;,ﬁe of the Fourmal of Sex

an, in your issue of October 30th,

Just come to my notice, and 1

the relerence to the difference

of Gpinion between Dr. Leunbach and
‘myself, referred 1o in your review, and
also in Reich's Sexwal Revolution, calls

for some comment,

The Warld League for Sexual Reform
was {ounded by Dr, Hirschield, who was
fic) w&m and only after some years
wis 0 Peacsidium of three—Dr. Hirsch-
Wf and Dr, Leunbach appointed.
At Hirschield's death, Leunbach and my-
self remuined  co-Presidents.  Leunbach
was of opinjon that it wis impossible o
achieve the sexunl reforms at which the
League aimed, unless it tied itself up with
Communism,  He was ot that time an
ardent Communist, L

1 hnd never belonped 1o any palitical
party. I believed that the sexual reforms
we aimed at would be epsier of achieve-
ment in g Cammun’st Society, because the
Communist revolution in Russia had been
followed by such reforms,  But, in spite
of this, I was unwilling to tie up the
W.L.SR. with the parties of the Left,
for two reasons,  Firstly, Hirschfeld had
made it quite clear, from the very begin-
ning, that the W.L.S.R. had not, and
shiuld’got have, uny political colouring,
Most " 6f the early literature connected
with tHe W.L SR, had disappearcd, but
1 remember distinetly thar some of it
stdted quite expliciily that the League wis
not connected with oy political party,
and would secept co-operation from, and
give co-opcration g, any individuals or
bodies who put forward projects for re-
forms that the League was striving for,
irrespective of the political views of those
individuals or bodies.

1 felt that Hirschfeld's policy should be
the permanent policy of the W.L.SR.

Secondly, 1 felt that the League had
quite  enough opposition o face from
those who disapproved of the sexual
reforms. we advocaged, without arousing
further opposition on political grounds,
Indeed, this had  been Hirschield's

son for his decision that the League
should not e itsell up with party
politics,

I have said that 1 believed that the
reforms we aimed ar would be more
casily reached in a Cominunmist Society,
because we had the example of Sowviet

Russin before Gs.  Bur later experience
hax shown that post hoc in not necessarily
proprer hoc, for practieally all of the
sexual reforms which had followed the
Revolution in Russin, were swept away in
the middle thirties. It s vety cult
to get any reliable  information  abody
murriage, divarce, contraception, abor-
tion, sexual abnormalities, or any other
matters in the sexual sphere, in present-
day Soviet Russia; and current rumours
are unreliable, because they may emanate
from fanatical Russophobes or equally
fanatical Russophiles, or from people
without prejudice either wuy who are
simply ill-informed,  But there seems 10
be no doubt that most of the reforms
have bzen swept away, and a good deal
of renson for believing that, st least in
some ways, the pendulum has swung so
far in the opposite dircction that in the
view of those who shared the aims of the
W.L.SR,, the present state of sexual
libzrty in Sovict Russia is worse than it
was before the Revolution.

50 that one can no longer believe that
the sex reforms we aimed ar would neces-
sarily be easier of atninment in a Com-
muntsl  Society.  Indeed, one i siruck
by the fact that, in England, it was the
parues of the Right, and not the parties
of the Leftr, which were mostly svm-
pathetic to the Birth Control movement.
The Labour Party docs not seem to have
betn wvery helpful at all.  Dr, Edith
Summerskill, in her early days, wax a
mylitant advocate of Birth Control, and
very progressive’ in her attitude o sex
reformé. But, since she became » Labour

M.P. she has remained remarkably silent
about, such problems, and, if one did not
remember her earlier activities, one might
iManine that she had never heard the
words Birth Control at all,

In the lively interest which is currently
heing shown in the question of food short-
age and over-population, Dr, Dalton is,
so far as 1 know, the only member of
the Labour Party who has had the
courage to state publicly that England is
over-populated and would benefit by
sending  large numbers of emigrants o
o:her parts of the Commonwealth.

I do mot belong, and never have be-
longer, 10 any political party, The world
has always seemed to me to be a prety
bad mess, Many people lay the blame fog
this on the parties of the Right, which
have, until recently, been in power. And
all sorts of people assure me that the
cure for the wouble lies in the parties of
the Left, The Socislim  advocates
Sociulism; the Communist Communism;
the Anarchist Anarchism, 'nd s on
Each onc thinks he has a panaces, and
I really do not feel competent 10 choose
betwedn them. Within my own wvery
limited feld of knowledge 1 think I am
unusually knowledgeable and competent,
but outside that limited sphere 1 am
extraordinarily stupid, inept, and ignor-
ant. [ have never been able 1o learn to
knock a nail into the wall or drive a
car, or 1o determine the rights or wrongs
of polineal views, I sée no reason to
suppose  that  Socialiss, Communists,
Anarchists or any other ists would make
less of u mess than the other parties have
made, and, until someone persuades me to
the contrary, 1 prefer, on the whole, the
tfevil 1 know 1o the devil T don't know

S0 it seems to me that 1 can best serve
the Community by keeping my nose out
of polinics, which 1 don’t understand, and
keeping it close to the grindstone in my
own sphere, which 1 do understuny

Norman Hatnr,
President, Sex Education Society
Editar, Jeurnal of Sex Education

Freedom, published by Freedom Press.
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wo Controversies on Sex

IN our last issue (27th .\'orcrnbfr) we
Tony Gibson of Alex Comfort’s book

inted a criticisn
and S Xy

Tﬂ{Gibﬂ"l maint

the book is “reactionary in its main teadency .
We are very pleased to be able to publish helow,

A REPLY BY ALEX COMFORT.

WAS  very interested in  Tooy

Gibson's comment, but | must depre-
cate some of the intorpretations he
places on my hook—in partienlar, 1
specifically dtated that the balance of
evidessee sudgests that pre-marital ex-
perience short of intercourse s bene-
ficial enther than harmful,  If this were
aot wo, | would hardly have advised it
as part of scvual cdueation, His sug=
gestion that such forms of caperienee

differs from the frecdam we wil

to drink lysol instead of coffce o

it s bound to invelve pereson

than our own. It secm.
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contribute to  unwanted pr y s
also conteary to the cvidence which I
guoted.  New  data  for  other com-
munities may, of course, modify this
view,

The term reactionary
meaningless in this context. Where the
orthodox  morality  has  sanotion
seientific fact, 1 will support it where
it has not, » new morality must be
ised which hus. In no case have |
advocated the coercion of those who do
not accept my own conclusions, which,
like others of this type, are likely ta be
modified very widely in the light of
further knowledge. It would surely be
anomalous il a  psvchologist were to
refenin from advoesting any line of con-
duet beenuse such n line has been advo-
cated in the past upon wrond premises.

Freedom to experiment in sexuality
redardlcss of the consequences o others,

seems (o me

to found o fumily is that theo o
in the present stute of contrac,
knowledge, are unlikely to be i
recdom to produce ill-health o
is eloscly similar to the frecdon

-

I would be th.

his neighbour.
person o demand undformiss
duet, but there is mothing in Libe o
socinl ideas o prevent the ad.

of a particular serics  of
The objection to conduct beoan.
orthodox seoms 1o me as invulid
objection that it is wnorthodo.,
evidence of its effect is the 01,
terion. While thercfore, futur
may show Tony Gibson to b
vould soeept bis eonclusions. b
anderlviog attitude.

ALEX COMFOR

chaptor in Anarchist history.)

NARCHISM in England—unknown

in the '70's, when all the links con-
fnecting some men in earlier vears with
the ideas of Josiah Warren, the American
Individualist Anarchist, had been broken
—rose from three main sources in the
first half of the '80s. The first Socialist
propagandists—the men of the open-air
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meetings, the leaflet propaganda, and the
lectures all over “Red London” (the
Radical clubs, etc.)—came in contact in
the International Club, at the Revolution-
ary Congress of July, 1881, and elsewhere,
with some carly Socalists, Chartists, and
O'Bricnites, still sturdy men then; with
French refugees of the Commune, Ger-
man refugees, the comrades of Most und
Neve, of the Freikeir, and with Malatesta
and other Ttalians. Whilst most of them
remained Social Democrats or Revolution-
ary Socinlists, a few looked farther shead
and arrived at Anarchism by the natural
process of logical thinking, Wishing to
obtain the complete realisation of Social-
ism, they saw the inevitability of the
Social Revolution, the need for solidarity
and federation, the struggle against
Authority in all its forms, and the fallacy
of Parliamentary methods and Stte
Socialism, and they became virtual Anar-
chists, whether they used this word or
not. Joseph Lane explained these ideas
in his “Anti-Statist, Collectivist and
Revolutionary Manifesto” of 1887, the
first English Anarchist pamphler. Sam
Mainwaring was another of these early
Anarchists whose ideas later on attracted
some of the provincsl comrades, the
most. active of whom in those vears
was Fred Charles, then in Norwich. The
ideas of these men were no doubt less
elaborated theoretically than those of the
Continental Anarchists of the Révolré
group, but they were thorough-going
popular revolutionists and less separated
from realities than some of the keener
theorists.

A second impulse was given by
Benjamin R, Tucker’s Liberty (Boston),
first published in' 1881. This paper
necessarily créated the impression with
English readers that only Individualist
Anarchism was real Anarchism. In those
days Tucker's paper expressed sympathy
with the Russian revolutionary struggle,
then at its height (the killing of
Alexander II in 1881}, and Tucker had
the excellent idea to translate Bakunin's
God and the State (Boston, 18483). Henry
Seymour issued copies of this with a local
utle (Tunbridge Wells, 1883), and the
pamphlet was widely crculated and made
many readers see more clearly, cﬁmln?l-
ing the God and State illusions which
early surroundings and education create
in most of us.

The third impulse came from thought-
ful readers of the Révolté who accepted
completely Peter Kropotkin's Anarchist

+ Communisc ideas as claborated in that
paper mainly since 1880, Mrs. Charlotte

was one of these, and the first

The Early Days

(The carly days of Freedom and rthe Anarchiss movement in England are often a
somewhat blank page to those who have become anarchists in recent veurs
on rhe_forrr'crﬁ annmiversary of the first publication of Freedom, Max Nertlan, the
industrious historian of the movement, wrote an inferesting article on this subject, and
e reproduce here a section ewhick seems 1o ux to give an excellent summary of this

In 1926,

careful expositions of Communist Anac-
chism' c¢an be found in a few ecarly
numbers of Fustice, the organ of the
Social-Democrutic  Federation, and even
in one of the earliest Fablan Tracts
(No. 4). The decluration of the Anar-
chists on trinl at Lyons—many French
comrades and Peter Kropotkin—in Jan-
uary, 1883, was issued as a leafller by
the internatonal groups. This trial at-
tracted general attentipn, as Kropotkin
wias well-known then in England for his
personal qualities and his scientific work,
and also for his ugimtion for Russian
freedom by many lectures (1881-82) and
in. the Newcastle Chronicle and the
monthly reviews. This led to many in-
quiries about Anarchism, and Elisée
Reclus wrote Awarchism by an Anarchist
for the Contemporary Reviews (1885), the
first of these fine magazine articles, of
which Kropotkin wrote so many for the
Nineteenth Century.

When Kropotkin settled in England in
the early months of 1886, after three years
of French prison, Mrs. €. M. Wilson and
other English Communist Anarchists be-
gan to work with him, and the group was
formed which in the autumn of that
year founded Freedom and was henceforth
known as the Freedom Group. At first
Henry Seymour offered them the use of
the Anarchist as their propagandist paper,
and this offer was accepted and operated
for a few months. But no real harmony
ever existed, and ‘this induced the group
to ‘publish 'a paper devoted entirely to
Communist Anarchist ideas, namely
Ereedom (October, 1886).

In 1886, the Socialist League—founded
December, 1884—still contained William
Morris, Edward Carpenteér, and many
members under the spell of that free and
besutiful Socialism which these men so
well understood how to expound amidst
evervday ugly life. There were also revo-
lutionary Socialists, of whom Frank Kitz
was a characteristic type; Anarchists like
Joseph Lane and Sam Mainwaring; the
few. English Murxists, the Avelings,
Belfort Bax, and others; some Trade
Unionists, like Binning; and still more
moderate Socislist reformers—all propa-
gating their ideas within the League.

They were united for a common
protest,  voiced in  the | address “To
Socialists” (December, 1884), against the
idcas, tactics and various personal traits of
H. M., Hyndman and his followers, and
founded the Socialist League and the
Commonseeal, But each section kept their
own opinions, and very soon three main
currents appeared; that of Maorris and his
friends, that of the revolutionary Social-
ists and Anarchists, and that of the
Marxists and reformists. The first two
currents prevailed, and in the Spring of
1887, the Marxists left,

Mast. of this Kropotkin must have
known in 1886, for he had passed many
months of 1881 and 1882 in England, and
somehow it came about that he was very

well acquainted with Hyndman but never
really made friends with William Morris,
Perhaps Hyndman's dabbling in foreign
palitics drew them together, whilst the
artistic interests of Morris may have
made him ook small in the eves of
Krupotkin, who in those years was 8
greater revolutionary rigorist than he at

lcast appéared to be in later years; he did
not change, but he was less passionate.
These circumstances, and no doubt the
presence of the Marxists in the League,
probably explain why the Freedom Group
did not cwre to enter into relations with
the Sociahst League, u fact inevitable
perhaps, but regrettable, for in 1886 and
1887 the Eeague contmined the very beit
Sodalist elements of the dme, men who
had ' deliberately rejected Parlismentarism
and reformism and who worked for the
splendid  free Communism of William
Morris or for brosdminded revolutionary
Anarchism. If Kropotkin's experience
and ardour had helped this movement, we
might say to-day Kropotkin and William
Morris, as we say Elisée Reclus and
Kropotkin,  Unfortunately, we cannot say
0. * There was a latent lack of sympathy
between the Anarchists of the League and
those of the Freedom Group in those
carly years; the latter were believed by
the former w display some sense of
fuperiority,  being in- possession of de-
finjtely elaborated Communist Anarchist
thearies. They ‘concentrated their energics
dn theoretical propaganda, whilst the revo-
lutionists of the League endeavoured be-
fore ‘all to reach the people and to pro-
mote popular action: If both efforts hud
been co-ordinated, 4 much stronger maove-
ment would have been ereated

As it was, both sections |
and Jdid o oven after 1890, wi
League had become quite Anarch
the exception of Willisem Moeri
comrades at  Hamimersmi
like the Commonweal group n
the branches of the Leagu: \
cessation of the Commonaval

of FREEDO

summer of 18, followed by
monthy’ interruption of Freedom
1495, the remnamt of the Comm
Group joined the Freedom Gro
Freedom, restarted in May, 1895,
and has remained the principal |
Anarchist organ

Freedom had the good formune 1
carcful, patient and modest editos
and women—Mrs, C. M. Wilson
Alfred Marsh are typieal of thes
kept the paper on a high level, air
being alwavs fair, gentle, and cour
and striving to introduce beauty and |
mény into the expodition of Anarcl
No' vickent polemics, no

personalit

nothing ' ugly angd trivial will be found
the muny paged of ' Froedom, ser up |
compasitors, mostly  comrades, vl

warked often undér the stress of
hard circumstances.  Very few pupes
sisted 50 much on the beautics’ of An
chism, working by fair reasaming, ar
avaiding all exasperating  phraseology
Somichow, after all, Besides all the helj
given by Kropotkin to the paper [rom
1886 16 the' Autumn of 1914, which saw
the deuth sof Alfrdd Mareh ‘and the owr
brealt’ of the War, the exa e of Williar
Mdreris, his love of a wutiful
Sotinlism, hay left its mark on Freed
to this very day.

M. NeTm

A Lesson for the
‘FORCES OF FREEDOM"

600-page book on the Sacco and
Vanzeni case’ has recently been pub-
lished 'in Amerca,* and ‘though copies
are not available in this country, yet from
two reviews we have read in the New
York Times and the N.Y. Herald Tribune
this is an important volume, and shows
what a deep impression the case of these
two Iwalian anarchists has left on the
social conscience of the United States.
On the legal side of the case which is
exhaustively dealt with, the N.Y. Herald
Tribune reviewer writes: “Few people to-
day still believe that Sacco and Vanzeui
were proved guilty of murder, and there
should be fewer still after the coldly dis-
passionate examination of the record by
Professor Morgan, who sums up the
evidence of their guilt as ‘a mass of misty
doubts’. He holds that counsel for the
defence, in the early stages, hopelessly
mismanaged their case; also thar the
prosecution  was guilty of “monstrous
misconduct”; that the record shows the
trial judge “stupid” in court and so pre-
judiced outside court and that he is un-
likely to have concealed his bias from the
jurors; that the jurors rendered a verdict
‘contrary to the great weight of the
evidence’; that the Supreme Judicial Court
of Massachusetts, bound by the code of
the time—the Legislature has since
changed that code—limited itself strictly

* THE LEGACY OF SACCO AND
VANZETTI. By G. Louis Joughin and
Edmund M, Morgan. Harcourt, Brace.
598 pages. $6.

to review the law on the
‘law' can ‘be separated
that the report of the Ad
headed by the late Pre
not & convincing document’.
defendants had a trial according to all
the forms of the law, but it was not a
fair trial’.”

In the study of the social backgr
Mr. Joughin analyses 144 poems
plays and eight novels oo the
Vanzetti theme. All of them repor
guilty. And the reviewer concl
“In all the literary harvest of the ¢
and it includes such names as
Passos, Millay, DeVow, H. G.

ry Com
nt I

Daos
Wells,
Upton Sinclair, Farrell, Maxwell Ander-
son and Thurber—nothing is more im-
pressive and convincing than Vanzeni's

own letters. They are already in the
anthologies. They will survive both
hysteria and legal and sociological
analysis.”

Just before being electrocuted; Vanzeti
declared: “What I wish more than all in
this last hour of agonv is that our case
and our fate may be understood in their
real being and serve 25 a tremendous
lesson to the forces of freedom—so that
our suffering and death will not have been
in vain.”

And, indeed, though 21 years have
passed, the names of Sacco and Vanzetti
live on, and perhaps the dwindling
“forces of freedom” have learned some-
thing from the sufferings of the mnarchist
shoc-maker and fish-pedlar.

VR
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REGATION
In Austin, Tex., boogie-beating pianist
}hl;l Scott, ﬂmm::'cd out on a scheduled
before a segregated audience of
4,900. id she: “Why would anyone
_come to hear me, a Negro, and refuse to
sit beside someone just like me?”
T Time, 29/11/48.

SMALL

COMPENSATION !
22-year-old  sanitary  engineer,

An?hunyz—mh:, of Chingford (Essex),

was freed ar Stratford court yesterday

after a month in custody on a burglary

A second man, charged at another
.court for another later crime cleared him.
For his month’s detention, Millar was
awarded £5 5s. costs.
i News Chronicle, 25/11/48.

APING RUSSIA

An elaborate series of honorary titles
for diligent workers and peasants has been
drafted by the Legislative Committee of
the Yugoslav Parliament.

‘Five titles will be bestowed on peasants
according to their merits, the draft law
said. The first four of these utles, in
order of ascending -importance, will
be: “Deserving Agricultural Worker”;
“Deserving ~ Agricultural Worker and
Member of a Co-operative”; “Dis-
tinguished Agricultural Worker and Mem-
ber of a co-operative of the People’s
Republic”, and “Distinguished Agricul-
tural Worker and Member of a Co-
operative of the Federal People’s Republic
of Yugoslavia”.

The fifth and highest title for peasants
will be given to “those who distinguish
themselves by applying agro-technical
measures or who, by special measures,
achieve higher production in guantity and
quality”. These peasants will be named
“Fighters for Higher Production”.

Similar honours for industrial workers
were outlined by the draft law. In order
of ascending merit they are: *“Shock
worker”; “Leader of Socialist Labour™;
“Distingui Leader of  Socialist

; “Hero of Socialist Labour of
the People’s Republic”, and (the highest
hom_ur_?) **Hero of Socialist Labour in the
Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia®.

The titles are intended to give peasants
and workers “visible signs of recognition
for their enthosiastic work”. According
to the importance of their titles, recipients
will also’ get “medals of labour” and
“other privileges” which were not
specified.

N.Y. Herald Tribune, 18/11/48,

VOTE — WHAT FOR ?

As a means of increasing the vote in
national elections, New York’s Democratic
Representative, Arthur G. Klein, proposed
a 330 income-tax deduction for every
voter who casts his ballot,

Of the nation's 95 million eligible
voters, only 50% went o the polls on
Election Day. Comparable figures from
post-war elections abroad; Britain, 73%;
ssdnfqdm. 80%; Ialy, 92%; France, over

Time, 29/11/48.

HUNGARIAN PURGE

The doyen of the Communists in
Hungary, Professor Lukasz, recently de-
clared: “What we are doing i§ not 1o
transform the old culture, but to create
an entirely new one.” The introduction
of the new culture has been accompanied
by a large number of pensionings, dis-
missals, expulsions, and arrests. A trial
of nearly 100 officials in the Ministry of

iculture has been going on for weeks,
Twelve high officials in the Ministry of
Finance have lost their jobs, while the
Ministry of Justice has published a list
of 110 judges and public prosecutors dis-
; and 67 wansferred, a number

which constitutes 10 per cent. of the

~ Two hundt:;l Iout of 7?12 cmb;:loycgs :jn
e Ministry n ve been fired.
‘hundred professors have been
or transferred from the University

ltural Science, while five in the
have been pensioned and

ve left the Academy of Music.
the political parties the new broom
0 at work, e Communists have
their lists for six months, and a
. examination of the party is
on in the Pu‘_qa;: Party and E;

10,000 of its 1 members
‘have already been expelled.
" Worldover Press, 5/11/48.

Autonomous Syndicates and the minority
movements of the C.G.T. (the French
T.U.C), of Force Ouvriére and the
C.N.T. (the French revolutonary syn-
dicalist organisation). The C.N.T. pro-
posal that an organisation embracing all
syndicalist sections of the working class,
with the exception of those controlled by
politicians, should bée formed was rejected.
A resolution was adopted instead which
called for the “creation of a Committee
of syndicalist action including the
Autonomous  Federation, the minority
Force OQuvriere, CN.T., the minority
C.G.T.,, and the autonomous group
TEcole Emancipée’. Other syndicalist
organisations could join which subscribed
to the Amiens Charter.”

ALIST CONFERENCE IN PARIS

“Against authoritarian government.
Against military service.
For the rights of colonial peoples to
live their own lives.

For an international association of
workers, whatever their race or
language.

Against  Russian, American and all

other imperialisms.”

Commenting on the Conference, our
Paris  contemporary Le  Libertaire
(26/11/48), regrets that the C.N.T. pro-
posal was not accepted and whilst fearing
that this Committee will suffer from the
usual weakness one expects from such
organisms, it is nevertheless felt that the
conference has made the first important
step.

CHINA &

The continued failure of the Chinese
Nationalists to hold North China has
given point to some observations of the
Clark report to the American Senate
Appropriations Committee. American aid
has hitherto been simply wasted, and the
report declares that “piecemeal aid will no
longer save China from falling to Com-
munism. It is now an all-out programme
or none.” But other critics point out
with increasing insistence that what really
cripples American aid is the continued
bolstering up of reactionary and dis-
credited cliqgues. And this is true of
Greece, where British and American
army officials regretfully say that however
deplorable ' a military dictatorship may
seem, there appears to be no other altern-
ative. It must be remarked that the
Russian aid is more effectively used by
the so-called rebels in Greece and the
Communists of North China because it is
administered by what amounts to a
military dictatorship. Yet even when such
regimes are established (as in Chiang Kai-
shek’s China) they are rendered ineffective
by their support for outworn landlordism
and corrupt officialdom. The same pat-
tern is shown in the Ruhr where the
Americans have sought to re-instate the
German capitalists.

Both in America and China the more
realistic of American or pro-American
observers urge the necessity of an agricul-
tural and administrative policy moré pro-
gressive than the Russians’, Actually,
however, it appears that the progressive

GREECEK

reforms of the Communists are backed by
the kind of force which silences critics
and by destroying or threatening to destroy
opposition secures the apathetic “support”
of the population. The effect of such
agrarian reforms, whether enforced by the
Russians or proposed by American pub-
licists is to make for more efficient ad-
ministration; but it does not lift much
burden from the backs of the workers and
peasants.

 Their position is well illustrated by
Greece, where the local populations have
learned a prudent apathy. Support for
the rebels earns a firing squad at the
hands of the Government’s forces, while
rebels punish those who have talked to
the UNO commission. The success of
cither side would offer little to these
people caught between the jaws of rival
power blocs far beyond their shores. The
situation cannot be much otherwise in
China, and Berliners probably recognize
only too well the deadly and demoralizing
necessity for prudence—did they not know
it well enough under the Nazis?

In the last issue of Freedom a parallel
was drawn between China and Spain.
This pattern of civil war directed from
foreign capitals is evidently basic to our
time. As the revolution is the chief threat
to this pattern so the pattern itself is the
current mode of undermining a develop-
ing or an actual revolutionary situation.
It provides a formidable problem for
@\églutionary men and women to grapple
wi

WORLD GOVERNMENT
AND PEACE

The “citizen of the world”, Garry
Davies, continues to get publicity for his
world “government idea, and, judging by
press reports of his most recent demonstra-
tion,—a growing number of militant
supporters.

His latest attempt to make the politi-
cians see reason was at a session of U.N.
General Assembly at the Palais Chaillot
in Paris. From the balcony he cried out:
“l want to speak for the people.” “Can
1 speak for the people?”

Cheers broke out from Davis sympa-
thizers. Noises of general confusion and
excitement were emitted by the audience
and delegates in general. Dr. Evatt
banged his gavel. This and a few sour
comments from the platform were heard
in a B.B.C. recording.

Meanwhile, on the opposite side of the
hall, a young man jumped up and
delivered a duplicate message in French.
He was able to complete his performance
before the police ejected him.

The press was later supplied with a

duplicated sheet containing the short
speech Garry Davies had intended
making. It’s key sentence was: “I call

upon you to bring forth an immediate
constitutional convention to raise the
standard of true peace—of one govern-
ment for one world.”

It is a pity that Mr. Davies should
believe—and we cannot doubt his
sincerity—that world government means
peace. It may not mean war on the
1939-45 model, but instead that unending
yet equally exhausting and costly struggle
that we have witnessed for so long in
India under British Imperialism, in Oc-
cupied Europe, and in Eastern Europe
to-day. For after all, Hitler was aiming
at world government, so is Stalin, and
by a different approach—U.S.A. Garry
Davies calls on the politicians to provide
the standard “around which all men can
gather, etc.” If, instead, he called on his
fellow wiceims to raise the standard them-
selves, they could then dispense with the
politicians who, never more than in
present-day politics, are responsible for
the tormented world we live in.

LIBERTARIAN.

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

THE reparts of the caning of a lecturer
on the merits of corporal punishment
by the boys and girls of Mr. Copping's
school in Staffordshire has caused a great
deal of delight. They have also thrown
into relief the sensationalism of the popu-
lar press, and the sadistic and porno-
grahic motives always underlying the
upholders of “Corpun”. Are the Daly
Mirror readers anxious to make an end
of the practice, or are they merely wishing
that they too had got "hold of the
weapons when they were at school? The
Daily Mirror (26.11.48), not for the first
time, intrigues its readers by writing up a
school where a pupil lounges in the Head-
master's armchair, and the children allo-
cate ‘the staff salaries. To usurp the
position of power is equally the childish
fantasy of the neurotic revolutionary who
himself was chastised in his youth.

The lecturer, of whom a revealing ac-
count is given in the New Sratesman of
4th December, “carries on his crusade in
terms of high moral principle, and with
careful  injunction to avoid undue
severity”’—but we are not told that he
advocates, as depicted in a recent cartoon

make them submit to the class system
which keeps the world in poverty, short of
food and in dread of another war.
“Disobedience’, said Oscar Wilde, “in
the eyes of anyone who has read history,
is man’s original virture. It is through
disobedience that progress has been made,
through disobedience and through re-
bellion . . Every man must be left quite
free to choose his own work. No form
of compulsion must be exercised over
him. If there is, his work will not be good

EDUC ATION

for ‘him, will not be good in itself, and
will not be good for others.”

Such. a staid authority as the Encyclo-
paedia  Britannica  says: “Modern
psychiatry and genetic psychology have
shown the dangers inherent in flogging
children, in that such procedure may
develop inhibitions, antipathies, and
neurotic traits likely to undermine the

lack of deterrent punishment, Its causes
are social and psychological—such as
poverty, lack of housing and the effect
on all children not yet born, or under
seven, in 1939, whose family life was dis-
located by the war.

Not only does caning bécome an
addiction, but a guilty suspicion and pro-
tective shell of callousness is bred in the
administrator of it, who rather perversely
comes to hate the object of his punish-
ment. Lying, bullying and stealing are
usually symptoms of maladjustment which
arc' only increased by fear of the cane,
They are driven underground to reappear
later in another less casily remediable
form. The best cure is to show the child
that he is loved and valued. When he
feels that the teacher is on his side he
will take criticism of his anti-social
behaviour.

ANTHONY WEAVER.

A  Committee for the Abolition of
Corporal Punishment is Schools has been

of @ progressive school, the use of local |

anacsthetic. On the contrary, in asserting
that by being whipped our children “will
grow up as honest and upright citizens
worthy of this country’s heritage” he is
expressing an all too popular heresy.
Last year, when teaching in @ London
Secondary Modern School, my argument
that  discipline and high academic
standards had been maintained for 100
years in France without corporal punish-
ment was answered: “France! She suc-
cumbed to Hitler like a puack of cards,
We, less effeminate, did not. The nation
that becomes afraid of physical pain can
no longer endure.” ‘To point out that
there aré miny more dignified ways of
developing th:ical endurance than by
submitting o being caned, had no effect.
senior master in a Grammar School
told me that “No healthy boy wants 1o
work: §0 we have to make 'em’—imply-
ing, 1 presumed, “make 'em unhealthy”
so that they would fit into the school
u)-t:cm. al
Any anarchist wanting proof for his
social thearies, has only 1o fpphr them 10
a state cducational system. The large-
scale centralisation, and the large numbers
in each school ingvitably bring competi-

tion and punishment, corporal and other-
wise, in their train. Project work, creative
activities, self-government, co-operation

with the parents are only feasible with
comparativély small numbers; and other-
wise a persbasive discipline is impossible.

The school is indeed a reflection of the
world outside it, and this fact is often
used as an excuse for rewsining corporal
punishment—since the children, it s
said, have a harsh life at home and
understand no other sort of treatment.
But to maintain a coercive discipline in
school must be taken by the children to

mean that the teachers are determined to

w}!oic. mental and nervous system of the set up by Mr. Peter Freeman, M.P.
child.” ~Yet there are still people, like  Pamphlets’ may be obtained from the
er. C!mrchlll, Wh_n imagine [ht juvenile Secretary, Parliament Mansions. Abbey
crime is on the increase owing to the Orchard Street, S.W.1. j
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LETTERS
TO THE
EDITORS

ARE WE

Dear COMRADES,

As a regular reader of Freedom, 1 find
your paper extremely interesting and full
of useful information, besides taking a
sensible approach to all the important
problems of the day, but I also feel that
you tend to be a little dishonest.

Like your very opposites, the Beaver-
brook press, you continually refer to the
Labour government as the Socialist
government, and to members of the
Labour Party as Socialists. You know
this to be entirely untrue, so I can only
assume that your reason is to discredit
both the Labour government and
Socialism at the same time.

The Labour government and ity party
do not possess as their basic policy the
achievement of Socialism, nor do they
make any pretence that this is their aim.

Their policy appears to be, to bolster
up, in every way possible, the Capitalist
Imperialist system of society, and to use
all the methods of oppression known to
Capitalism, in order to do so.

Socialism, on the other hand, is a
system based on the common ownership
of the means of production and distribu-
tion of the wealth of the community. In
order to bring this about, Socialists be-
lieve in the democratic election of a
working-class government, with Socialism
as their aim, the taking over of all in-
dustries, without compensation to the
bosses, and the placing of these industries
in the hands of the workers themselyes.
We also believe in the establishment of a
United Socialist Europe, as a prelude to
World Socialism. In the opinion of us
Socialists, this is the only way to world
peace.

To identify this with the policy of the
gangsters and rackereers who are running
the country to-day, is to be, as I stated
before, dishonest, and certainly wun-
scrupulous.

As a Socialist, I believe in Anarchy as
our ultimate objective, and I have a great
respect for the good work being done by
Freedom, but 1 do deprecate the sort of
thing I have already referred to, and I
do not believe you are doing a service to
yourselves or to the working-class
generally, by such behaviour.

Yours fraternally,
DoucLas A. KerPPER.

DISHONEST ?

Birmingham.

The Editors Reply :

L I ‘HOSE Socialists who object to the
fiversity of opinion in the Anarchist
movement should take a look ar the

Socialists. Labour Party members, Stalin-
ists, Trorskyists, 1.L.P.ers, S.P.G.B.ers,
Commonwealth, Fellow travellers and
splinter-groups of all descriprions call
themselves Saocialises, claim they have the
one and only true brand and thar the
others are gangsters and racketeers.

Take one Labour pmup.-':!(:: \'il]agc
Life and the Labour Party To-day. We
read “join the Labour Partv a help to
build up Socialism . . . Socialists believe
in @ classless society . . . Out of 394

Labour M.P.s, 150 came from manual
working, occupations, such as miners and
rafway  workers; 134 came from pro~
fessional classes such as reachers, doctors,
latevers and journalises y nty of the
Miuusters:,  began their catfon  in
clementary - schools, and mnine went (o
Public Schools . . . The Labour Party has
common cause wirth the workers of other
countries . . " And so on. Working-
class government? Inrernationalism?
They' profess it all!

The fact i1s, Comrade, thart all the
Socialist factions put forward the same
sort of programme—they may differ in

details of compensation, United Socialist
Europe clauses and sq on, bur history and
aur own experience shows us thar when-

ever anvbody' professing ' theie  ideas
reaches power they arve corrupted. Why
should vyour particular party be any
different?

In; anv) case, ‘when the working-class
reach the stage of wanting public owner-
ship, workers’ comtrol withous compensa-

tion, to'the extent of voting in an absolute
majarity, rthey will be sufficiently con~
scionsy, capable and numercus to do the
job themselves (they'll have to, anyway)
and won't need a government o legalise

their initiatives !

If vou believe in. Anarchy as your
ultimate objecrive, why mnor Iry going
siraighe rowards it for a change, instead
of ing  round  in  ever-diminishing
polirical circles?—EDs.

A HANDBOOK ON
PROGRESSIVE SCHOOLS *

Dear Sir,

It may interest your readers o know
thet there is in course of preparation an
up-to-date handbook which gives detaii)
of private progressive schools ini this coun-
try. As bnly a limited number of copies
will be printed those interested are advised
1o’ communicate with me without delay.

Rose Bush,

Hon, Secretary,
The Progressive League,
20, Buckingham St., W.C.2,




'SHADES OF TAYLOR & BEDAUX

OW often one could start an
article or comment by saying,
“There was a time when Trade
Unionists opposed” something or
other, and then go on to show how
they had swung round to support
what they had once denounced!
Here again, is the opportunity to do
just that, for in their frantc and
servile drive for more production the
T.U.C. has now decided to hire “top-
flight production experts” to advise
unions on how to increase output.
And if anybody is not quite sure what
is meant by “production experts” we

INDUSTRIAL NOTES

should briefly explain that these

illustrious gentlemen are the “time-

and-motion™ students who stand be-

hind workers at the bench with a

stop-watch, timing their action to dis-
_ cover where seconds can be saved.

These experts are not workers,
They do not themselves have to carry
our their own recommendations, so
they can be as ruthless as they like in
the breaking-down of working opera-
tions, as careless of human dignity
and as forgetful as they like of
monotony, without suffering them-
selves from the nerve-racking speed-
up they impose on others. Their job
done, their advice taken, they pass on
to another factory, another industry,
another barch of victims, and play
again, in the sacred name of efficiency,
their game of dehumanisation.

Now, it would be foolish to deny
that many a time a fresh eye, looking
at a way of working for the first time,
may see waste where the old hand is
too engrossed in detail to see the whole
operation. Equally true is it that the
efficient way of working is usually the
easiest; but production experts are
called in not to make work easier, but
to make workers produce more in a
shorter space of time. You will have
noticed that the T.U.C. are hiring
“top-flight production experts” not to
lighten the burden of labour, but to
increase production.

And so we see to-day systems which
have been for years bitterly opposed

by the workers now being embraced
and encouraged by their representa-
tives, The names of Bedaux and
Taylor are despised by militant
workers everywhere. They were the
original  production experts on
whose ideas were founded the in-
dustrial empires of men like Henry
Ford among the pioneers of mass-
production, who have done more to
standardise and debase popular taste
than any others, except possibly the
moguls of Hollywood.

The brave New World marches on.

Betrayed by their erstwhile defenders,
the workers are to be turned over like
guinea-pigs for experiments in time-
and-motion, talked into accepting
their natural enemies by the glib-
tongued Labour leaders who rose to
power by fighting against the ex-
ploitation they now demand. But the
workers should have learned from
that struggle, and in the inevitable de-
fault of their leaders should work to-
wards the goal of workers® control by
acquainting themselves with all the
processes in their work and assessing
for themselves what is efficient and
what is not; what is necessary and
what is not, so that when the time
eventually comes for expropriation of

the means of production, the work in-
volved can be organised in accordance
with the wishes of the workers who
will actually do it, and not according
to the ruthless speed-up by “experts”
from outside.

WHAT'S THE TIME
BY YOUR BOMB,
COMRADE ?

E News Review for 18/11/48 carried

a very interesting article entitled
“Switzerland-in-Wales” describing the
growth of a State-subsidised clock and
watch industry in South Wales to estab-
lish an alternative to heavy industry in
areas where previously there was none and
also to provide light employment for dis-
abled men from the mines.

At least, those are ostensibly the
reasons for the growth of the industry,
but there may be a more sinister motive.
The article says:

“For two centuries Britain led the
world in clock-making, but the horo-
logical industry slipped badly during
the ‘twenties and 'thirties and the Swiss
became top dogs. Adolf Hitler added
his mite of competition. Realising that
it could be ecasily translated into war
production, he had Germany's watch
and clock industry heavily subsidised.
The craftsmen who had made watch-
springs were used to produce bomb-
springs.

“Determined not to be caught nap-

ping again, the British Government
built the first factory at Ystradgynlais
as part of its Development Area policy.
It bought machinery from Switzerland
and leased it and the building to the
Anglo-Celtic Watch Company, control
of which is shared between Metropoli-
tan-Vickers, Ingersoll and Smith’s
English Clocks. Smith and Ingersoll
share current output.” (Our italics.)
So the British Government has learned
from Adolph Hitler! What appears to
be an altruistic move for the rehabilitation
of distressed arcas and disabled workers
becomes a preparation for war. Ingersoll
and Smith's are the watch-making firms
sharing current output, but Metropolitan
Vickers are the armaments firm who will
undoubtedly assume control when bomb-
springs become more nccessary for the
State than watch-springs. The State gives
nothing away.

THE COAL BOARD
REFORMS

FTER nearly two years of creaking
and increasing bureaucracy, the
National Coal Board is discovering things
which we could have told it before it
started.

In a swtement issued recently, the
Board announced that it is carrying out
reforms ' for greater decentralisation of
administration, in accordance with the
findings of the Burrows Committee, set up
by the Government to look into the
abvious faults in N.C.B. organisation.

But lest it be thought that complete
decentralisation is going to be established,

(A #1110t Clopnes Lt(

UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON
Every Sunday et 7.30 p.m.

At B, Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.1.
DEC. 12th George Ineson
Communities

DEC, 19th

OPEN cynicism is a comparatively

recent weapon in the hands of our
enemies. It is also a most effective
one and difficult to combat, as the
cynic is always able to make his
opponent an absurd prig.

To take a simple example of this
recent trend in public life when the
tart in “The Fallen Idol” is asked
what she has to say this time and
replies “Nothing, except its not my
turn.” The laughter which follows
shows that most of the audience is
well aware that prostitutes are arrested
in rotation, fined, and given an ob-
scene little talk on morality by the
magistrate. “And why not?” says the
apologist, “You can scarcely expect

the Archbishop of Canterbury to
countenance a tax on vice, and yet it
is obviously desirable to canalise
appetite, so why shouldn’t the women
pay what amounts to a levy? I don’t

see why you think there’s anything

wrong in ir.”
The “wrong” in it is of course that

it allows the police to use these un-
fortunate females for their own ends,

and to prosecute when they feel like
it, but the evil in it is that it avoids
a final solution to the frustration of
the appetites in modern society. The
prostitute is in fact playing the
Bishop’s game.

To pass on to another arrow in
the cynic’s quiver, let us examine the
absurd facade of Buckingham Palace
in this year of grace. The enthusiastic
bubbling at every level of journalism
whenever a member of the reigning
house buys a new hat is accounted for
in the most offensive manner. Pro-
fessor Joad, that prelate of the
mediocre, in a recent article in Picture
Post, turns the Palace into a useful

The Fair Arse of Justice

show the astonished world how

“human” they are.

The only encouraging thing is that
cynicism is usually the prelude to the
fall of a regime. The Aristocracy of
18th century France and the Romans
of the decadence hid behind a trellis
of  sneers, but they got their packet
just the same. In England, of course,
as my Uncle assured my Aunt after a
performance of Crime Passionel which
had worried her as to the future of
man, such things don’t happen.
People are too interested in football
and things like that.

GEORGE MELLY.

FREEDOM

let us hasten to add that it will stop
colliery manager level, the recommend,

tions of the Committee including “devoly;.
tion of responsibility, the creation of ,
clear channel of command and the main.
tenance of a clear distinction betwee
policy-making and execution” with the in.
tention of upholding “the prestige ang
authority of colliery managers and to give
them every encouragement to equip them.
selves for promotion.”

Which, of course, leaves the men in the
pits in exactly the same position. The
men who bring up every ounce of coal
that is seen by light of day are still the
men who have no say whatever in the
contral of the industry, they are stll the
ones who are blamed for failures and who
pay with their blood for the successes of

others.

receptacle for the “inevitable” ten-
dency towards snobbery in the human
being, and this appears to be the
viewpoint of many ‘intelligent’
Englishmen. Meanwhile, young men
are turned into war machines, hung
by the neck until dead, and detained
for a long period of their lives in
prisons at “His Majesty’s pleasure”,
and the unfortuate family itself tears
round factories and exhibitions to

Geoffray Thorp
"Organisation in Progressive Schools™
There will be no meeting, for obvious

reasons, on Dec. 26th. A new series of

Discussion-Lectures will begin on Jan. 2nd,

1949. Titles will be ennounced in the next

issue of FREEDOM

HAMPSTEAD
Informal meetings for discussion, so far
without Chairman or any predetermined
subject, are held every TUESDAY, at
7.30 p.m., at:
5, Villag-on-the-Heath,
Vale of Health,
Hampstead, N.W.3.
All comrades are welcome.

MERSEYSIDE LIBERTARIAN
GROUPS
PUBL!IC MEETINGS
in COOPER'S HALL, Shaw Street,
on Sundays et 7.30 p.m.
DEC. |9 David Pude
"CHRIST—the Liberator?" Study in the
Materialist Conception of History.

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP
Indoor Meetings,
CENTRAL HALLS, Bath Street,
every Sunday at 7 p.m.,
‘Frank Lesch, Willy Carlyle, John Gaffnay.
' Eddie Shaw,

_BIRMINGHAM
~ Discussion-Lectures are held on alternate
;) ys in Dick Sheppard House, 36,
I" Head, at 7 p.m,
v 19

i :
Lt

Eric Woodward
"Arthur Rimbaud"

b

- CHORLEY
PUBLIC LECTURES

= Lecturer : Albert Smith, B.A.

iUN., DEC. |%th

he Anarchist Solution to World War 111"
~ Lecture will start at 7.0 p.m. and will
+ held in the Oddfellows Rooms, 9. Cunliffe
reot, Chorley, Lancs.

(Continued [rom page 1)
invariably give quite different treatment
to the man with a solicitor at his call and
the man without one, a fact which is of
the greatest advantage to well-to-do crooks
who are always certain of legal represent-
ation and bail being speedily forthcoming,
where the average person is perhaps not
quite so well prepared.

And the question of bail will still re-

miain, It will still be the case that a man
can be locked up and refused out even if
it is of the most vital importance in pre-
paring his defence; the Bill hardly
wouches the point of police intervention
in criminal cases, and confines itself to
the judicial side.
Bills are endeavouring to clear away some
of the out-of-date and archaic laws which
are nowadays never inyoked, and have
quite recently abolished hanging, drawing
and quartering in Scotland and may soon
come round to the (stll occasionally in-
voked) Witchcraft Act in England, At
the same time, the new age produces ity
new laws, and offences which King
James 11 would have thought crazy, such
as those involved in rationing offences,
are now accepted commonplaces, and new
inventions such as television are the
occasion for Bills relating to radio inter-
ference which go far beyond any previous
enactments in the right of entry into
private homes,

Anarchism and the Law

Just as it is always the bookmuker who
wins at the races, so it is always the law-
yer who wins at the Courts. The remedy
is not to be found in giving casier access
to the Courts in civil litigation, and pay-
ing costs in criminal actions, but by
cutting out the judicial system altogether.
The vast majority of people live without

The Law and the Prolfits e

resort to the Courts, and as anyone so
misguided as to have become voluntarily
involved in a major civil action is aware,
they are the happier people, just as “the
happiest nations are those without
history"’.

By people accepting the civil courts as
a means of settling disputes, they recog-
nise the authority of the capitalist and
legal system. Many times in history, as
a matter of frequent occurrence, people
have set aside the authority of the courts
and lived without referring their disputes
to them or giving popular support to
judicial decisions, however they may have
been forced to obey them. These cases
have always been due to nationalist
reasons, when foreign rulers controlled
the courts and a difference in tongue or
gome other minor distinction marked the
rulers from the ruled. We have in those
cases, in living memory in India and
Ireland, for instance, seen the majority of
the people disregard the Courts and live

all the better for not accepting their
domination., So it is not impossible to
live without judicial domination, for

whatever reason.

If people were to take that course, not
from any nationalistic reasons, but from
libertarian  motives, against their own
ruling-class, and resist and dispense with
all legal systems, whether embedded in
the civil courts, the criminal courts or
all the other magisterial platforms right
down to the juvenile courts, they would
be tuking a most conscious and revolu-
tionary step towards the rejection of
authority, By living without making
demands for authority or protection they
would be creating a tradition for free men,
to create the new world within the shell
of the old.

ANARCHO-SYNDICALIST,

Princed by Express Printers,

DOES IT
MEAN

YOU?

DURING the coming week we shall
be sending out many renewal
notices to readers whose subscrip-
tions are due or will expire at the
end of the year. This will involve
several hundred subscribers, and we
ask them to realise that promptness
in renewing their subscriptions assists
us financially and from an adminis-
trative point of view prevents a lot
of unnecessary additional work for
us.

May we at the same time ask
readers to remember an appeal for
donations to meet our past obliga-
tions so that we may again publish
the 8-page FREEDOM ?

We still need £600, not an in-
superable problem if more of our
comrades were to take their share of
the responsibility for solving it !

Special Appeal
9th LIST
November 19th to December 3rd :

London: P.H.5.* 10/-; Anlaby: D.R.* |/-;
Llanslly: LW, 2/ Anon* 2/6; London:
AEH. 6/« Bristol: D.J, EI/18/0; London:
R.M. 5/ Llanelly: LW, 2/6; Castle Douglas:
), & M.AY 5/-: Colchester: H.S.* 7/4:;
Heston: B8.W. 1/6: Blackpool R.B. :B/-:
Sidmouth: J.5.* |/9; London: LG.W.* §5/-;
London: T. & E.E.* 5/-; Hove: G.5. 2/9;
Cambridge: C.L.D. 5/-

£5 7 &
Previously acknowledged £2756 3 5

SPECIAL APPEAL

TOTAL TO DATE £280 (0 11

*After initials
thoe 5/- a month scheme proposed by a
Lendon reader.

indicates contributors to

THE ANARCHIST
RECORD
AGAINST WAR

(Continued from page 1)
freedom and lasting pace be nlt:_ihlishwl',
Direct Action, and, in this case,
industrial direct action, is the supreme
need, By a social stay-in general strike,
the workers cnn oust their bosses, and
make a revolution.  All industrinl action
which leads to strike action, fights
agninst a capitalist system and war.
—War Commentary, Nov., 1939,

*

NARCH'%TS were in the forefront

of the fight against Ttalinn Fascism
and German Nazism. They fought
reaction on the continent while the
rulers of Britain were applauding the
“eocial Achicvements' of the fascists,
Anarchists fought Franco from the first
dav to the Inst of the Spanish W;_.r.
And they are still fighting him, while
the British and American governments
still seck friendly relations with him.

Always our programme has been the
same:  solidarity  between  workers
of all lands against their common
enemy, International Capitalism. British
workers are exploited by British and
international capital, not by German
workers. And the German workers
are not oppressed by their  British
fellow workers but by their Nazi
bosses and bureaucrats.

Who is our enemy? It is the eapital-
ist and his political henchmen, both in
this country and abroad. And in this
class war which we proelaim, the fight
for liberation, of struggling and suffer-
ing workers and peasants throughout
the world, our allics are the workers of
all countrics. Let us recognise the truc
enemy; let us join hands with the op-
pressed of all nations and throw off the
oppressors for ever.

—War Commentary,
Mid-November,

*

THE period between September, 1939

and May, 1940, was popularly
known as the phoney war. The period
between May, 1945, and some un-
specified date in the future may well be
called the phoney peace. The war has
dragged on through many years, under
leadership which had told us repeatedly
it is inspired and brilliant but has failed
to do anything to speed up the six years
of drawn-out war, and that war is still
unfinished. For even while the black
market is raking off quick profits in
selling at advanced prices Union Jacks
which they bought up cheap after
Dunkirk, the war in the East goes on.
There is method in this madness. The
idea is to get us accustomed to “war in
peace’: to be used to what were
thought war-time sacrifices and restrie-
tions being carried out in peace-time,
and even if Japan surrenders, this
“phoney peace' is scheduled to go on
in the name of keeping order, occupa-
tion, preparation, ete. Our  struggle
against the war is therefore not ended,
nor can it be ended except by dis-
solution of the system which breeds

1943,

war,
—War Commentary,
[ 19th May, 1945.
*
“We Muse Resist!” and “Our
Record Against War'" are to be re-

printed immediately as a leafler. Groups
or individuals who would like quantitics
for distribution should order at once.
Proce 2[6 per 100. £1 per 1,000.
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