THE RED ARM-BAND VIEW

THE MASSES MAKE HISTORY
WORKERS WRITE HISTORY

The names of kings and warlords are handed down
in manuscripts and in books to after generations,
but few ever think of the great and humble army
whose sweat and blood are mingled with the
concrete and bricks as surely as if the walls were
built over a framework of human flesh.

This will remain unhonoured and unsung till
workers write the histories that are taught in our
schools.
- Charlie Sullivan (1926) who held
the first ticket in the Shearers
Union at Wagga Wagga in 1886.

A timeline of anniversaries

1916

Australia

January: Britain’s MI5 sets up Counter-Espionage
Bureau headed by Official Secretary to Governor-
General. (Frank Cain, The Origins of Political
Surveillance in Australia, 1983)

March: Tom Barker, editor of Direct Action,
charged with attacking war profiteers and gaoled
on May 4.
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August: Barker freed nine months early after an
aggressive campaign.
[See Memoirs, edited by Eric Fry, 1966]

LLW.W. Twelve convicted for sedition, forgery
and arson against war goods. [lan Turner,
Sydney’s Burning, 1967).

[In 1920, all but one is released after a Royal
Commission rigged by the Labor government in
return for the vote of the Industrial Socialist
Labor member for Broken Hill, Percy Brookfield.
(John Paul Adams, The Best Hated Man in
Australia, 2010). The Wobbly who remained in
gaol, Charles Reeve, has a series of unpublished
prison letters in the Mitchell Library. (ML MSS
5653)

December: LW.W. declared unlawful.

Commonwealth Serum Laboratory
established - sold out and off by Keating tories
in 1994 - so much for the ALP’s defence of
Medicare.

Broken Hill Trades and Labour Council
established.

April 12: 8-hour day Act in NSW - fifty-one
years after Sydney ironworkers had won ‘the
boon’.

June: Commonwealth Shipping Line
established. In 1927, the government sold the
fleet to the British monopolists.

The violent removal of MUA seafarers in January
from the MV Portland is the latest bout in a 150-
year long battle for jobs and conditions against
global shipping cartels.

June to September: Builders labourers beat
down a conspiracy by Master Builders to break
up their Federation; see McQueen, ‘As Tasmanian
as Apple Pie’, Tasmanian Historical Studies, 15,
2000, on www.surplusvalue.org inside the BLF
folder.

October 3: birth of Bernard Smith, Marxist
cultural historian.

In 1944, Smith published Place, Taste and
Tradition, A Study of Australian Art since 1788.
That year he expressed his views in this poem:



And so we come to the present unafraid
Having learned the lessons of Eureka:

For history is always man, man and a stockade,
And a clear cut reason for resistance.

It is not our intention now to cease

The struggle. Our first comrades fell

At the Federal Wall of Pere Lachaise,

With a song for the lips of the future.

We have no gods for prophets - all we ask
Is the bread of our sweat and tears:

This is our final object, our immediate task,
The Alpha and Omega of our years.

Smith died in 2011.

October 16: birth of George Turner, whose
1987 The Sea and Summer won the Arthur C.
Clarke Award. A back-cover blurb offers this
summary:
In the viciously polarized society of Twenty-
first century Melbourne, the Haves and Have-
Nots are drowning separately in a sea of
accumulated debt and over-population as a
literal tide of filth encroaches their towers.

October - November: NSW coal strike over
wages and conditions.

October 28: defeat of Conscription saves
Australian workers from a more open
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

November 14: federal Labor caucus splits;
Hughes rats with 24 other rodents.

The War to End Wars

February 14: 5,000 Diggers riots at Liverpool
[Peter Stanley, Bad Characters 2010.]

Henri Barbusse (1874-1935) publishes Under
Fire, first anti-war novel, later a founder of the
French Communist Party.

March 17 - April 4: strike of Clydeside
munitions workers.

July 1 to November 8: Battle of the Somme.
Shell-shock diagnosed.
Sub-machine gun invented.

March 15: U.S. Marines invade Mexico - again.
Marines bestow democracy on Dominican
Republic.

Europe
January 1: Spartacus League formed in Berlin.

Spring: Lenin writes Imperialism: the Highest
Stage of Capitalism A popular outline. Contrary to
conventional ignorance, by ‘imperialism’, Lenin
meant monopolising capitals - not an updated
colonialism. His pamphlet adds little or nothing
to Marxist critiques of capital accumulation.
Rather, in the 1924 words of Georg Lukacs,
Lenin’s ‘unparalleled theoretical achievement -
consists in his concrete articulation of the
economic theory of imperialism with every
political problem of the present epoch ... For
Lenin’s philosophical and economic preparations
see volumes 38 and 39 of his Collected Works.

April: Rosa Luxemburg publishes Junius

Pamphlet:
Imperialist bestiality has been let loose to
devastate the fields of Europe, and there is one
incidental accompaniment for which the
‘cultured world’ has neither heart nor conscience
— the mass slaughter of the European
proletariat... .
It is our hope, our flesh and blood, which is
falling in swathes like corn under the sickle. The
finest, the most intelligent, the best trained
forces of international Socialism, the bearers of
the heroic traditions of the modern working-
class movement, the advanced guard of the
world proletariat .... are being slaughtered in
masses ...
That is a greater crime by far than the brutish
sack of Louvain or the destruction of Rheims
Cathedral. It is a deadly blow against the power
which holds the whole future of humanity, the
only power which can save the values of the past
and carry them on into a newer and better
human society.

April 24 - 1 May: Easter Rebellion in Ireland
An obituary for James Connolly in Victorian
Builders Labourers News for October that year
lamented that he ‘had gone down in an heroically,
foolhardy skirmish. But he wrote one book
(‘Labour in Irish History’) which proves that a hod-
carrier can be a scholar. His name stands as an
eternal rebuke to all of us who are blatant and
loud rather than serious and true.’

September 28: Peter Finch born in England,
emigrates here aged ten. In the late 1930s he
could be heard reciting Engels’s speech at Marx’s
graveside to Communist New Theater gatherings
in Sydney. In 1947, Finch co-starred in Eureka



Stockade. In 1976, he starred in Network, with the
line, T'm as mad as Hell and I'm not going to take
this anymore!’, winning an Oscar.

1966

January 26: Pig-Iron Bob retreats from his role
as a pig in the minefields of Empire.

January: Reserve Bank offers paid maternity
leave.

March: easing of immigration restrictions on
non-Europeans.

May 24: First conscript - Pte Errol Wayne
Noack - killed in Vietnam.

June 21: Assassination attempt on Labor
leader A.A. Calwell.

August 23: Gurindji walk-off Wave Hill station
for Wattie Creek

Poor bugga black fella Gurindji

S’pose we buyin; back country

What you reckon proper fee

Might be plour, chugar and tea

From the Gurindji to Lord Vestey

O poor bugga me. (Ted Egan)

Northern Territory stockmen promised equal pay
by 1968. (See ].H. Kelly, Human Rights for
Aborigines, 1966)

August 19: film of Weird Mob opens and earns
$2.5m. for the distributors but next-to-nothing
for its local producers. The imbalance sparks
rebuilding of a local film industry.

October 20-22: War criminal Lyndon Baines
Johnson tours.

‘Hey! Hey! LB]!, How many kids did you kill
today?’
Confronted by anti-war protestors, the gangster
NSW Premier Askin tells his driver to ‘Ride over
the bastards!’

=~ How many k,'ds
Did you kill today?

www.bullnotbull.com/gallery

November 26: Calwell’s anti-war and anti-
conscription policies defeated at Federal poll,
following Whitlam’s wrecking.



During 1966 Commonwealth allows
permanent employment for married women.
D.0.G.S. (Defence of Government Schools)
founded.

$100 MILLION TOUCH
$200 MILLION DEMANDED

“It's quite simple, really. First we choose to give our children a religious
education . . . then we choose you to support it”.

Peoples Republic of China

January: free from foreign debt.

May: Cultural Revolution Group in Politburo
Standing Committee.

June: First Big Character Poster.

July 16 Mao swims Yangzi.

August 8: Mao’s big-character poster: ‘Bombard
the Headquarters'.

August 8: Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
launched.

September: ‘Little Red Book’ published.

U.S.A. Un-Civil Rights

May 16: Stokely Carmichael heads Students Non-
Violent Co-ordinating Committee.

‘Black power’ in wide use.

June: Marching through Mississippi.

October 15: Black Panthers founded.

Indonesia

Massacres of more than 500,000 leftists and
Chinese.

See Joshua Oppenheimer’s documentaries Act of
Killing (2012) and Look of Silence (2015).
Suharto dictatorship to power; Whitlam calls on
the government to support the new dictatorship.
[see Narim Najjarine and Drew Cottle, ‘The
Department of External Affairs, the ABC and
Reporting of the Indonesian Crisis 1965-1969’;
and McQueen ‘Suharto takes power’, both on-line
www.surplusvalue.org.au in Cold War Overseas
folder]

Questions from a Worker Who Reads
Every page a victory.

Who cooked the feast for the victors?
Every ten years a great man.

Who paid the bill?

So many reports.

So many questions.

Bertolt Brecht

"The world of
knowledge takes a
crazy turn when
teachers themselves
are taught to learn.'

Bertolt Brecht

POWER TO
THE PEOPLE...
THEN AND NOW
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