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SENATE BILL 647 
F2, B1   4lr2276 

    CF 4lr1981 

By: Senator Conway 

Introduced and read first time: January 31, 2014 

Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs 

 

A BILL ENTITLED 

 

AN ACT concerning 

 

Public Higher Education – Use of Funds – Prohibition 

 

FOR the purpose of stating certain findings of the General Assembly; declaring a 

certain policy of the State; prohibiting certain institutions of higher education 

from using funds for certain purposes; requiring a certain reduction to State 

funds under certain circumstances; limiting the scope of a certain prohibition; 

and generally relating to institutions of higher education.  

 

BY adding to 

 Article – Education 

Section 10–203.1 

 Annotated Code of Maryland 

 (2008 Replacement Volume and 2013 Supplement) 

 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 

 

Article – Education 

 

10–203.1. 

 

 (A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT IT IS BENEFICIAL TO 

STUDENTS OF THIS STATE TO HAVE ACCESS TO: 

 

  (1) AN EDUCATION THAT IS NOT BOUND BY GEOGRAPHIC 

BORDERS; AND 

 

  (2) A GLOBAL EDUCATION WHICH PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT, COMPETE, AND COOPERATE WITH PEERS AROUND 

THE WORLD. 
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 (B) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT IT IS THE POLICY OF 

THE STATE THAT PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES NOT USE FUNDS TO 

DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY SUPPORT ACADEMIC BOYCOTTS OF OTHER 

COUNTRIES THAT HAVE RATIFIED DECLARATIONS OF COOPERATION WITH THE 

STATE OR INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

 

 (C) PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE STATE MAY 

NOT USE FUNDS, INCLUDING GENERAL FUNDS, TUITION AND FEES, AND 

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDS, TO PROVIDE FOR: 

 

  (1) MEMBERSHIP FEES OF A FACULTY OR STAFF OF THE PUBLIC 

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT ARE OWED TO AN ORGANIZATION 

THAT HAS ISSUED A PUBLIC RESOLUTION OR STATEMENT OR TAKEN AN 

OFFICIAL ACTION BOYCOTTING A COUNTRY THAT HAS RATIFIED A 

DECLARATION OF COOPERATION WITH THE STATE OR THE COUNTRY’S 

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION; AND 

 

  (2) TRAVEL EXPENSES OF A FACULTY OR STAFF OF THE PUBLIC 

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO ATTEND MEETINGS OF AN 

ORGANIZATION THAT HAS ISSUED A PUBLIC RESOLUTION OR STATEMENT OR 

TAKEN AN OFFICIAL ACTION BOYCOTTING A COUNTRY THAT HAS RATIFIED A 

DECLARATION OF COOPERATION WITH THE STATE OR THE COUNTRY’S 

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION. 

 

 (D) IF A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION USES FUNDS 

THAT ARE PROHIBITED UNDER SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION, STATE 

FUNDS ALLOCATED TO THE INSTITUTION IN THE FISCAL YEAR FOLLOWING THE 

PROHIBITED USE OF FUNDS SHALL BE REDUCED BY 3%. 

 

 (E) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION LIMITS AN EMPLOYEE OF A PUBLIC 

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY FROM USING PERSONAL FUNDS TO BELONG TO OR 

PARTICIPATE IN AN ORGANIZATION DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS 

SECTION.  
 

 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 

July 1, 2014. 

 




