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Lesson 5 – Reading the candidates booklet / writing to candidates 

Aims: This lesson is about reading the Candidates Information booklet, discussing 
parties and candidates and writing letters to Mayoral or GLA candidates. 

N.B. The booklets will be sent to the home address of every registered voter after the 
candidates have been officially announced on 1st April. A link to where the booklet will 
be available is included in the links section and also a link to the 2012 booklet. 

The party logos used in these resources are based on who is expected to stand. They 
may need to be modified. 

Notes on levels: The main resource for this lesson is the real candidates booklet. 
Higher level classes will be able to draw out lots of information but lower level class may 
need to just focus on finding basic information. The Ss can also contribute their own 
knowledge about candidates or Ts may wish to provide simplified information based on 
the booklet. 

Language points: “will” to talk about the future, the present perfect appears a lot in the 
2012 booklet, expressing opinions and making requests, “I need”, “I want” will be useful 
in the letter writing. 

Resources and suggested stages: 

Resources -  Party logos, Parties and candidates worksheets, letter model for lower levels, letter 
writing worksheet for higher levels 

1. T gives out large logos and Ss share knowledge about parties. T may want to make a spectrum line 
for Ss to place parties on in terms of left to right. 

2. Ss scan booklet for parties and candidate information. 

3. Ss are spilt into small groups and given 2 or 3 candidates to find out about. Ss could just look for the 
word “will” and come up with “he/she will....” statements. Ss might circle words they recognise. T may 
wish to provide simplified statements about each candidate. 

4. Small groups share with the class. Flipchart paper can be used to summarise each candidate. 
Discussion around what they say and what they mean. 

5. Class discuss if they want to write to mayoral candidates or GLA candidates. For lower levels we 
have provided a template letter for GLA candidates with a layout activity. For higher levels we have 
included a worksheet on letter writing. Ss can use the demands they formulated in lesson 4 to inform 
their letter writing. If using the template students will need to copy out the letter to send. 

Links: 

The 2016 booklet will be available here: http://www.londonelects.org.uk/im-voter/information-booklet  

The candidates’ information booklet from 2012 can be found here: www.londonelects.org.uk/download/file/fid/443 

The list of CLA candidate will be here: https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly 

Current GLA members are here: https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly   

http://www.londonelects.org.uk/im-voter/information-booklet
http://www.londonelects.org.uk/download/file/fid/443
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/assembly
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Look through The Candidates Booklet for the elections 

Can you find out the name of the party and the candidate for each logo? 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 

 

Party _________________________________ 

Candidate ______________________________ 
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 I am an ESOL student in ________.  I am writing to you to 

ask you to support ESOL if you are elected to the GLA. ESOL 

funding has been cut by 60% over the last 6 years. London needs 

free ESOL classes. 

English is important to me because:  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

Please support ESOL classes and campaign for secure funding in 

London.   

 

 
 

______________________________________ 
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