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ABOUT ECHANGES

Production of Echanges ‘

In Echangesno.65 (p.2) we explained some practical problems of the production of
the bulletin/pamphlets and other activities. This often leads to delaysin publication,
material appearing later than it ought to, matters/countries not analysed or informed
about in either the English or the French edition or hardly at all (at least not in
writing in the bulletin, although a lot of discussions and exchange of material takes
place), etc. The same can be said once more, with additional reasons lately being

© participants daily, private matters having to do for example with things like high

workload (in private jobs as well as involvement with other projects/activities), well-
deserved holidays, illness, moving to other addresses, etc. We don’t mind saying
openly that these kind of ‘problems’ does have and will continue to have an effecton
Echanges’ activity as far as regularity, quantity and quality of publication is concerned.
For many vanguardist/activist groups believing to have a task, a role to play for the
working class struggles now or in the future, or generally attributing a great
importance to their publishing (or non-publishing), - thiswould constitute a problem
to be dealt with by for example means of pressure on the participants, all kinds of
political ‘explanations’ and so on. Not ascribing such a role to itself, Echanges does
not see this situation as a big problem, but something which we would have wanted
to be otherwise and therefore will try to improve upon.

Pamphlets

-- A new pamphlet will be ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT - Presentation
pamphlet. This is a presentation text giving the history of Echangesand the political
basis for the project, including a set of ‘Basic principles’ (what some would call a
‘platform’). This text should be useful and informative to most receiversof Echanges
and will be sent to all subscribers. Others can have it by writing to our address. This
pamphlet could also explain and complement some of the remarks above at
Echanges.

-- Some out of print pamphlets are now available again and can be found in the List
of Publications.

-- There are a number of wishes/plans for reprints or new pamphlets, but what’s
possible to realise is restricted by time, money, distribution possibilities etc.

Addresses

This issue of the English edition is still published with the London post office box as
the official address of Echanges, but there will gradually be a moving of correspondence
and other mail to our Paris address (Echanges, BP 24§75866 Paris Cedex 18) and

_ possibly one other address. The London post box is still valid and mail will be
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PUBLICATIONS IN FRENCH

ECHANGES - Bulletin - specimen sur demande - abonnement SOF par an donnant
droit a 4 bulletins et aux brochures ou livres publies dans I'anne - Des exemplaires
des anciens numeros peuvent etre obtenus au prix des photocopies (0,40F une
double page format A4) et des frais postaux.

LIAISONS - numeros deja parus; 10F; No.1,2,3. New issue no.4-5 on class struggles
in France 1988-90.

*SOCIALISME OU BARBARIE - ancien numeros (10F chaque): 5/6,23
*INFORMATIONS CORRESPONDANCE OUVRIERES (ICO) - ancien numeros
(SF chaque)

*L ANTERNE NOIRE - ancien numeros; 9,10,11

*RAISONS DE LA COLERE - ancien numero; 1

La greve generalisee en France, mai 1968 - ICO (10F)

*Hongrie 1956 - A.Anderson - Echanges (10F)

*Un conflit decisif} Les syndicats combattent la revolte contre le travail - J.Zerzan
- Echanges (5F)

Wildcat, Dodge Truck, 1974 - Black and Red - Echanges (5F)

*Le 25 juin 1976 en Pologne - H.Simon - Echanges (10F)

Pologne 80-82.Lutte de classe et crise du capital - H.Simon - Spartacus (20F)
L’insurrection ouvriere en Allemagne de I'Est, juin 1953 - C.Brendel - Echanges
(10F) '

A I’'Ouest rien de nouveau, USA 1978 - Echanges (10F)

*Lutte de classe autonome en Grande Bretagne - C.Brendel - Echanges (20F)

To the bitter end - Greve des mineurs en Grande Bretagne - Mars 84 - mars 85 -
H.Simon - Acratie (30F)

*Théses sur la revolution chinoise - C.Brendel - Echanges (10F)

Gréve & General Motors - collectif de Strasbourg (5F)

Espagne, de Pantifranquisme & Paprés-franquisme - C.Brendel et H.Simon -
Echanges (20F)

Cwmbach minieurs et femmes de mineurs parlent (5F)

*Chronique de la revolution espagnole - H.Chaze/Union Communiste - Spartacus
(20F)

*Lenine philosophe - H.Gorter - Spartacus (20F)

*Reponse a Lenine - H.Gorter - Spartacus (20F)

*Remarques generales sur la question de 'organisation - A Pannekoek - Vlam
Canada (5F)

PUBLICATIONS IN SPANISH
*La huelga salvaje en polonia el 25 de junio de 1976 - H.Simon - La Piqueta
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Publications marked with * are practically out of print and might not be available
when the order is received. Prices are in sterling for the publications in English and
in French francs for the publications in French. Cheques or postal orders have to be
in sterling or francs. Notes in any other currence could be sent if they are the
countervalue of the total order. Pricesinclude postage. Orderswill be answered only
if the corresponding payment is joined. They can be sent to the following addresses
as well as any proposal for meeting, discussion or participation the the Echanges
activity:
"ECHANGES ET'MOUVEMENT, BM BOX 91, LONDON WCIN3XX, UK
: or
ECHANGES ET MOUVEMENT, BP 241, 75866 Paris Cedex 1B, France

PUBLICATION S IN ENGLISH

ECHANGES - Current issue of the Bulletin Echanges available free. Subscnptlon
(4-5issuesayear)is£5 andincludes pamphletsand eventually books. Back issuesare
available, for most of them at the price of photocopying (4p pr. A4 double page) and
postage.

Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet (free)

Shake it and break it.Class and politics in Britain 1979/1989. (New pamphlet - see
the section on UK. in this Echanges)

Workers Councils - A.Pannekoek - Echanges

*Part 1 and 2 (1,00) Part 3 (50p), Part 4 (50p)

*Anton Pannkoek - His life and work - “Marxism” - “General remarks on the
question of organisation - Work Press Pamphlet (50p)

The Hungarian Revolution - Council Communist Pamphlet (60p)

The experience of the factory committees in the Russian Revolution - Council
Communist Pamphlet (60p)

*Cwmbach miners and women speak out (From the 84-85 miners strike in a mining
village in Wales) (60p)

Poland 1980-1982.Class struggle and the crisis of capital - H.Simon - Black and Red
(2,00)

*Theses on the Chinese Revolution - C.Brendel - Solidarity (1,00)

*The New Movement - H.Simon - Solidarity (1,00)

France - Winter 86-87 - An attempt at autonomous organisation - The railway strike
- Echanges (50p)

The COBAS - A new rank and file movement - Italy 1986-87 - D.Brown - Echanges
(1,50)

The refusal of work. Facts and discussions - Various contributors - Echanges (1,50)

échanges 66/67 3

collected, but those writing letters to us could note that letters in most cases will be
received by usquicker when using the Paris address. Detailswill followin a laterissue
concerning correspondence, orders and exchange of publications.

Forthcoming issues:

Some of the planned material is about:

- Greece: students’ and other actions

- France: the closure of the Renault Billancourt factory
- Strikes in Belgium

- On Spanish and other dockers

- USSR: completion of the chronology in this issue up to the end of the miners strike
- India: Bombay textile strike

- Brazil

- Workers councils in present Hungary

- More material about Japan.

- Norway

- Sweden

On computers

Elsewhere in this issue we quote the introduction to a circular letter by ‘Motiva
Forlag’ with a text about USSR. The letter ends with the following remarks about
the use of computers:

“We have started to use computers in our work. We have a computer in the ‘IBM
family’ (using MS-DOS operating system), supplied with a 3 1/2 inch disc station.
Our main writing programme is WordPerfect (version 5.1 or lower), but we can also
use Windows ‘Write’. Further we have PageMaker for page production. If you
should wish to use this letter or larger parts of it in your publication we can send you
the text on a disc...”.

We think that this possibility should be utilised also in connection with Echanges if
possible, because it savesa lot of time for the persons responsible for the production
of Echanges if material can be recived on a disc instead of having to be retyped,
enlarged/reduced etc. For the time being, we can receive material for the English
edition of Echanges in accordance with the specifications made above, and also
5 1/4 inch discs. It will be passed on to a comrade working with the English edtion
if addressed like this: Echanges, c/o Motiva Forlag, boks 9430 Valerenga,
0610 Oslo 6, Norway.

RH 6/91
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USSR

CLASS STRUGGLE AND PROTESTS 1989 - 1991

Introductionary remarks:

“Falling living standards are a cause of strikes, which in the first half of thisyear- that
is, even before the miners went out - involved on average 15000 workerseach day.”
(Economist 16.9.1989)

1) In Echanges62 p.21 we published an article (from ‘Industrial Worker’) about the
July 89 miners strikes. A number of strikes took place prior to that as the quotation
above shows (the ‘Industrial Worker’ article also mentions some examples), as well
as afterwards. Material about the less extensive miners strikes starting in Vorkuta
in the end of October, did not appear in Echanges, but are referred to in the first of
the ‘Daad en Gedachte’ articles published below.

2) In Echanges 65 (p.83) we mentioned the French pamphlet La Russie en 1989, but
due to a printing error parts of our notes about this pamphlet was missing so we here
publish it in full:

"A 50 page pamphlet - no price given. One part is an account of all kinds of political
parties and groups covering the whole right-left spectrum, environmental groups,
independent trade unions etc. with contact addresses and telephone numbers.
Another part is a chronology of strikes, demonstrations etc. for the whole of 1989.
The pamphlet can be ordered from Nouvellesde nulle, c/o CNT, 33ruedesVignoles,
75020 Paris."

3) Below we first publish a kind of chronological account of strikes, protests and
other events from the beginning of 1990 to the end of April 1991. On the one hand
it is not just a pure list of actions that took place, but consists of quotations from
English papers and translations from papers in other languages, chronologically
arranged for the whole period, and gives a lot of factual and background information.
The material is not at all complete because probably no-one hasa complete account
of everything that took place in this period, and neither do we need such a complete
chronology. On the other hand it is not at all an analysis, because the material from
the newspapers and journals isjust reproduced without any comments. Combining
both taskswould be a bigjob and we find the document useful asit is. The work with
the document was finished at the end of April, so it does not cover the end of the
countrywide strike movement shortly afterwards.

The document is taken, but to some extent edited as far as readability is concerned,
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ITALY

Collegamenti/Wobbly per Porganizzazione diretta di classe (Address letters as
follows: Angelo Caruso, C.P. 10591, 20110 Milano) No.26/Spring 90:

* Communismus: hic sunt leones (Reflections on the crisis in the Eastern countries
on an ironical mode and some hypothesis for the future.)

*Students in Rome in the 90’s (Some views on the student movement of Winter 89/
90, called ‘The Panther’, which tried to oppose the attempt to rationalise university
work.)

*The 90’s: Notes on labour conflicts in Europe (In French in Liaisons no.4/5 - See
France section in this Echanges. The article explainsthe need to look for new criteria
to understand struggles and tries to find them in the struggles of the past ten years
related to capital restructuring.)

* The tempest has washed out Leopardi, Negri...and us (Apologeticreflexion on the
theoretical elaboration of Negri.)

* Red blood cells: The social selfmanaged centers (A short report of this experience
which has developed in most of the big Italian towns and which maintains a certain
importance. Squatted buildings most of the time, sometimes legalised, most of the
time with evictions and fights with the police. It is the remains of the autonomous
network - punks, anars... - of the previous years - most important in Rome.)

*On the UK (The article by D.Brown published in the Echanges pamphlet ‘Shake
it and Break it’ - see UK section in this Echanges.)

*Three texts on China: 50 days in Peking - Historical

socialism: China - Interview with a Red Guard.

* Rebels and deserters in the Nazi army (A letter from a comrade who managed to
do research on the desertions in the German army in Italy and their engagement in
the Italian resistance against fascism.)

Comidad - Bulletino di collegamento nazionale (Vincenzo Italiano, CP 391, 80100
Napoli) No.69/July 90 and no.70/Sep 90: These two issues contain discussions with
Collegamenti on the social conflict in Eastern Europe and the translation of the
article “Isdirect democracy possible ?” from Echanges 61 p.16. (An Italian comrade
has written to Echanges about their publication of this article, and his letter will
appear in the next Echanges.) No.71/Dec.90: 12.Dec.1969. the state throws a
bomb against anarchism - Continuation of the discussion with Collegamenti about
Capitalism, Communism, Stirnerism. No.72/Feb.91: Anarchist method and war -
Againon the Trieste meeting - Discussion with Collegamenti on the organisation of
class struggle. ,
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unless a rapid solution were found to the hospitaldispute. The hospital strike began
three weeks ago in protest at the health sector privatisation plans. Postal workers
then stopped work when the government laid off 400 employees as part of a broader
austerity programme. This was followed 12 days ago by a strike of the 11000
plantation workersof the Tela Railroad company who are demanding higher wages.

Other unions have since joined the strike wave as part of coordinated opposition to
the liberalising economic reforms, which have substantially increased the cost of
living. The strikes have officially been declared illegal.Senior military officers have
warned that troops may be used to break strikes.

-

TROOPS END BANANA WORKERS STRIKE
Excerpts from Financial Times 7/8/90:

“President Callejas ordered troops to break up a banana workers strike at plantations
of the Tela Railroad Company. Several hundred soldiers supported by police and
light tanks were used to dislodge strikers from the company’s plantations in the
northern town of La Lima. They had occupied installations during the 42-day strike.
Two strikers were reported to have received bullet wounds.

Tela Railroad is a subsidiary of US-based United Fruit and is one of the biggest and
most powerful banana producers in Central America...producing bananas for the
US and European market under the “Chiquita” brand. Workers had been demanding
a 60 percent wage increase. The president decided to end the strike by force after a
failed attempts to mediate - he had suggested a 25 percent settlement.

The secretary-general of the workers’ union said: “We have decided to end the
conflict to protect the lives of our members and have accepted a 25 percent offer.”
Banana workersin Honduras are the most powerful unionised sector and tend to be
the reference point for otherunions’wage demands. The fruitis Honduras’ principal
export and a big source of revenue. By forcibly ending the the strike, the president
has won a breathing space for his economic austerity plan and headed off a threat
by United Fruit to close its operations in Honduras.”
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from a circular letter from ‘Motiva Forlag’ in Norway, which also contains texts with
information about Sweden and Norway reproduced in the next issue of Echanges.
The introductory remarks to the circular letter is found in a note about Motiva in
the next Echanges, and that part of it dealing with the USSR material is published
below. The circular letter ends with some remarks about the use of computers for
exchange of information, and that those who could make use of the whole of it on
a discette can write to Motiva. This we reproduce in the note ‘About Echanges’

. , because similar considerations are also relevant in connection
with Echanges )

4) Secondly, we publish two articles from the Dutchjournal Daad en Gedachte. The
article from no. 8/90 deals with the 1989 and 1990 miners strikes and some aspects
of how tointerpret them. There is particularly the question about these strikesbeing
‘political strikes’. This is a favourite theme not only for those politicians centre or
right seeing the end of ‘communism’ going on in the east, but also many leftwing
groups. For many of the latter, the strikes are either political or ought to become
political. Having another view of both our own ‘role’ and of the class struggle, we see
this question quite differently. A similar discussion can be found in our debate with
the group Kamunist Kranti in India in this issue, and our views of the class struggle
isalso explained in the pamphlet ‘Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet’
beeing produced. The other article from no.4/91 deals with the strike movement in
the first part of 1991 and raises similar questions.
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CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT 1990 - APRIL 1991

Introduction by Motiva Forlag: The state capitalist countries are in deep crisis. The
USSR beeing the most important of these countries, calls for special attention. We
are drowned in news and reports of some aspects of this crisis - the collapse of the
economy, the nationalist struggles, what Gorbachev and Yeltzin and all the others
are doing and saying, armed struggles and who knows what. But the most important
things going on from our point of view - the workers’ struggles - are not of the things
given a high priority by mass media. We have collected the little we have managed
to find out about the class struggle. As you will see it is not much we have been able
to find. We will continue to try to follow the classstruggle in the USSR, and we would
welcome any contribution, for example copiesof newspaper reports, articlesetc. We
would also be grateful if you could tell us about publications worthwhile to read. If
our information gathering is fruitful, we might be able to distribute more frequent
reportson the class struggle in the USSR. We would find such work worthwhile and
should think that you would be of the same opinion.
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The spelling of names of persons and places transcribed from Russian is no easy
matter. Their spelling will vary from language to language. You will see that we use
at least three or four different, depending of wether the reports are of English,
German, Norwegian or Swedish origin. We have not put much work in making a
correctand uniform English spelling of the names; because we don’t always know the
correct English spelling and because we think you should understand the names
whichever spelling we use.

At the time of writing the situation in the USSR is not very clear. The miners’ strike
is apparently not over, even if some reports might indicate that it is about to end -
other reports treat the strike asif it's far from beeing called off. There also seems to
be amovement among other groups of workersbut the extension and duration isnot
clear.

Some important questionsconcerning these strikes, apart from the fact that they are
happening, such as their organisation, the influence of the minersstrike committees
from 1989, the influences of trade unions and other organisations, the influence of
nationalism on the workers actions, co-ordination between strikers, can only be
found out later - if ever. From the newspaper reports it is close to impossible to be
very specific about such questions.

When I started to write down this collection of material for the piece about strikes
in the USSR, the miners strike had not started. The work thus grew considerably
during the writing itself. The material has not been edited, things are repeated and
so on, and this makes it perhaps not very readable.

1990

“At the same time Moscow’s underground could be brought to a standstill by drivers
demanding their wages be doubled.” (Financial Times 17.01.90)

“One year ago (the paper) Rubikon reported about every little strike. Today we
don’t have the capacity to do this. Every day struggles occur at the level of brigades,
some times the threath of strikes are against whole companies, as against the Izjorsk
factory recently. Alone during the year 1989 Rubikon reports on strikes at
Lentransagentsvo (640 workers), in the Leningrad fishery fleet, at the Magniton
factory, among tram employees, at the Krizo factory and at bread bakery No. 5.”
(Klassekampen 17.01.90)

i
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and you have to pay for any service in the health sector. The military expenses are
35 percent of the state’s budget, and the loans for the purchase of weapons make up
an additional large part of the budget. There are cuts in everything like healt,
schools, building of houses...

Honduras is one of Central America’s poorest
countries. Almost 50 percent of the childrendie
before the age of 5. Illiteracy in the rural areas
are 70 percent. More than 200.000 peasants are
without land, and unemployment is more than
30 percent.

-You find a large-scale repression, both in the
form of the foreign and native military forces,
the police, and the usual death squad-/contras-
like groups. Apart from measures like police
surveillance, tapping of phones etc against student
and women activists and workers and union
leaders, you find in the same way as for example
in Guatemala and Colombia that workers are
“disappearing” and executed by military units
or paramilitary death squads.

To give just a few examples from the summer of
89: A series of killings took place in the the city
San Pedro Sula in the north. A leader of the
Bijao Cement Company Workers Union was \ J
shot and killed by a security guard outside the

plant. A leader of the Honduran Tobacco Workers Union was gunned down as he
was entering a bus going to work. Death threats are common.

j

Below we reprint two articles from Financial Times. The first is about a strike wave
in June/July 90 against effects of privatisation and austerity programmes, mentioning
actionsina numberof sectors. We can not for the time being say what happened with
all these strikes, apart from the banana workers strikes which is the subject of the
second article. Any relevant comments from readers will therefore be welcome.
RH 491

HONDURAN STRIKES SPREAD IN ANTI-REFORM DRIVE

From Financial Times 6/7/90:

Awave of strikeswhich began last month in the state hospitalsand spread to the mail
service and the country’s banana plantations, is on the verge of becoming a general
strike. Most of the trade union federationsyesterday threatened a general stoppage
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major problem facing Indian workers over the pastyear. They account for 60% of all
working days lost in industry. In the first three months of this year, for example, a
million working days were lost in the state of Maharashtra - which includes the
industrial city of Bombay - almost 4 times as many as in the same period last year.In
June alone, lockouts were announced at 34 Bombay worksites employing some
15.000 workers.As with their American counterparts, Indian and multinational
bosses are locking out workers to achieve inferior working conditions, curtail
shoopfloor control, lay off workers, cut pay or make changes in workrules.”
(From no.13 (end 1989) of the US syndicalist journal ‘ideas & action’.)

HONDURAS

Some scattered notes concerning Honduras

In the same way as for New Guinea in Echanges no.65 (p.88) we include some
material from a country not usually covered in Echanges, but unfortunately nothing
amounting to an analysis because we have not had the capacity to follow this country
closely or time to write about it in detail.

The US military presence in Honduras makes it a country more or less under
occupation. 20 large military bases and 80000 soldiers on month-long exercises
creates a number of ‘problems’ - for the environment and scarce resources (like
citrus fruits), for the peasants being evicted from their land without compensation
when bases were built, for the other peasants during the military exercises, all kinds
of social problems in connection with the bases (like prostitution) etc.

On a number of points you find the same in Honduras as in many other countries in
this area:

-An economic austerity programme, privatisation, a large military budget, a low
standard of living. .

There isno longer a publicsupply of water. There is a bigincrease in the cost of living,
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“Protests against the Soviet troop presence in Baku has led to strikes which has
paralysed production at hundreds of oil wells, Tass reported Monday. At one of the
most important offshore oil fields 650 pumps are not running, which constitutes
about one third of the field. ‘It will be needed at least three months to get them
running again’, the bureau reports. Aserbajdsjan produce 5 % of Soviet oil. The
offshore fields in the Kaspian Sea normally produce 250 000 barrels a day. More
serious is it that the region produces 60 per cent of the oil drilling and production -
equipment. Thus the strikes might effect the oil production throughout the union.”
(Klassekampen 31.01.91) ;

“Upto 700000 workersin the Tyumen which produce 60 % of the Soviet Union’s oil
and gas are threatening to go on strike next month. ... The strike threat comes just
after disasterous figures were released on the performance of the Soviet economy
in the first two months of the year... Average wages in the two months increased by
15 per cent and the number of workdays lost from strikes exceeded the entire
number for 1989.” (Financial Times 30.03.90)

“10000 coal miners in the Donbass region in Ukraine have gone on strike protesting
an enviroment catastrophy in the region. 12 workers shall have died during the last
months and approximately 50 hospitalized after beeing exposed to poisonous gases.
... The affected inhabitants in the towns Gorlovka and Jenakijevo demonstrate daily
against the lethal pollution, and demand that the people responsible must be
prosecuted and punished.” (Aftenposten 12.05.90)

_ “In the first quarter of this year it is registred 9.4 million strike days, which

corresponds to 130000 on strike daily. Still thisis a reduction from 1989 when strikes
amounted to approximately 40 million days, or approximately 140 000 on strike each
day. This was mainly due to the big miners strike.” (Klassekampen 25.05.90 quoting
from Goskomstat, the state committee for statistics)

“Wednesday more than two million Soviet miners will go on a 24 hour strike. ... The
danger is imminent that the miners will be followed by many others if they go on
strike. Auto workers making Lada at the Tsjigulij factory in Togliatti, have announced
a sympathy meeting today, but they will most likely not follow it up with a sympathy
strike. The workers in most parts of the dominating heavy industry are restless and
angry. And from earlier the willingness to strike among the transport workersis well
known. ... The striking miners demand higher wages, replacements of the incapable
management, and union rights. ‘Next time it will not be a strike but a revolt’ says
Boris Bronfmann, vice chairman in Donez, to Newsweek magazine. “(Arbeiderbladet
11.07.90)
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“Soviet miners left work this morning to take part in a 24 hour strike against the lack
of results of the Soviet government policies. In Donez, which is the centre of the
mmmg industry in the Ukraine, strike committees were active seeking support from
miners for the strike and a huge protest meeting to take place today. It is estimated
that 300000 coal minerswill strike in western Siberia. Toolswould be downed for the
whole day in 62 out of 130 mines, and the rest of the mines would strike for some of
the day. Workers at 20 larger industrial enterprises would join the miners in a
sympathy strike.” (Aftenposten 11.07.90)

“The political warning strike of the Soviet miners yesterday seems at large to have
been followed, the news agency Interfax reported through Radio Moscow. According
to this report, tens of thousands of miners took part in the strike. In the Siberian
region Kusbass 300 000 miners and other workers are believed to take part. Miners
struck in other mnmng districts like Vorkuta high up in the north and Kemerovo in
Siberia. The miners demanded in particular the retreat of the government of
Premier Minister Nikolai Ryshkov, that the state takes over the assets of the CPSU
as well as dissolving the party cells in the factories. ... In Kemerovo in Siberian
Kusbass 66 mines downed tools for 24 hours and were supported by eleven enteprises
in the town. In the Karaganda basin in Kasakhstan eleven mines struck. The strike

" movement even reached the island Sachalin in the East. There eight minesstruck as
well as ten big factories. Also in Magadan and Norilsk in eastern Siberia as well as
in Novosibirsk in western Siberia some mines downed tools. However the strike was
firmest in Ukrainian Donbass. Of 250 mines 124 downed tools for 24 hoursand 110
others for different periods of time between one and six hours, as could be learned
from the strike committee on the telephone. ... The strikers met in Donets in front
of the house of the communist party for a twelve hour protest demonstration.”
(Tagezeitung 12.07.90)

“The Soviet miners in three coal mining districts of the country who went on strike
for improved living and working conditions aswell as for implementation of political
demands, have ended their strike after one day duration. According to information
from the leaders of the strike, work was taken up again in Donez in the Ukraine - as
well as in the Kusnez basin in western Siberia and in the region of Vorkuta. No
information of the number of strikers was officially given. Estimates based on mines
onstrike in the Donez basin indicates a total of approximately 100 000 strikers. The
organisators of the strike said the number of strikers in western Siberia alone was
300 000.” (Siiddeutsche Zeitung 13.07.90)

“Gorbachev, the Soviet leader, warned yesterday that the miners’ strike in Siberia
and the Ukraine would bring dire consequences for the Soviet economy and for the
perestroika reform process. In a striking concession to the wave of unrest sweeping
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from what is usually called “it's task” or something like that. If one is conscious, one
is always conscious about something, and this something can only be hisreal being,
i.e. the social reality of one’s life, the reality of one’s place in capitalist society and
in the process of production.

I think this makes it very clear that I don’t agree with your interpretation of history.
My materialist (marxist) interpretation is quite different. However, I think that it’s
useless to quarrel over the ‘right interpretation of Marx. Useful however, is a close
examination of working class struggles in our different countries and exchange
information about them for a better understanding.

Of course I could say a lot more about KK’s letter and your opinions. But Idon’t want
to deal with everything and every detail here and know. May I refer to the
presentation pamphlet of Echanges. There you will find again in other words than
those I've used here, the same opinions I have tried to develop. (See the pamphlet
‘Echanges et Mouvement.Presentation pamphlet’.)

To conclude: Inmy opinion the best thing one cando ispot to speak to workers about
the Paris Commune or an event like that - however important it may have been - but
to speak to them about their own deeds and struggles. I realise that this is an
approach quite different from yours. We will have to discuss this in detail. Hope to
read you again.

CB 7890

Dockers

“...we have had news from our comrades on the struggle of dock and port workersin
April (1989). Like all workers in India the dockers’ struggle to maintain an existence
was fought over near absolute levels levels of exploitation. With the legal minimum
wage in the Dehli area (it varies throughout the country) standing at £20.78 a month
a struggle against wage cuts due to inflation can literally become a life and death
matter. After aweek of struggle where the government moved in the navy and troops
the strike ended with a 20 % wage settlement: a miniscule price to pay to secure
India’s exports and no thanks to the five dock workers’ unions who last year called
off a strike and who have successfully prevented dock workers joining with the rest
of their class in the strikes which are a daily occurence in India.”

(From ‘Workers Voice’, paper of the UK group Communist Workers Organisation)

Lockouts .
“1989: Indian capitalists have been mounting an offensive against Indian workers.
Closures and lockouts are becoming more widespread. Lockouts have become a
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ABOUT OUR DIFFERENCES - Ashort reply to the comrades of Kamunist
Kranti .

I think that one should always welcome any attempt to a better understanding of
eachother. For thisreasonI'mglad for KK’sletter. Asthe comradesfrom Indiadon’t
know if they have understood me correctly, I'll try to give an additional explanation.
Doing so, I can only hope that in turn I have understood them well. It is not for
nothing that I start my reply in this way. We know well how difficult it is to make the
right interpretation of a view which is not exactly like your own. And as farasI can
see, our differences are big and if a discussion will be of any use, we have to honestly
admit this. .

KK begin as follows:

“In our opinion the ideas underlying these words of CB: « ..workers, defending their
interests in opposition to the interests of the ruling class(es), from a certain level of
capitalist development onwards, are irrevocably forced to fight for themselves and
by themselves”, are WRONG.”

“When”, ask KK, “is or will this ‘certain level of capitalist development be reached
beyond which workers in general will act as marxists?”

It’s a very good beginning, because this brings us straight to the heart of the matter.
The best I can do isto explain myview in a different way and with other words. Firstly,
it'sa misunderstanding if one believes that there are any kindof ideasunderlying my
views. What I've tried to describe is neither a view nor an opinion. It is a social reality
which I've seen before my eyes during my lifetime.Of course thisreality can’t be seen
everywhere. Where it can be observed, one can only share my opinion. Where not,
something else is the truth.

That “certain level of capitalist development” is very difficult to define. Surely it will
be different in different countries and of course it’s related with the whole economical,
social and historical scene. Nobody is able to say: it will be reached at this or that
moment. But in the course of history the struggle of the working class takes on
different forms. That this is caused by capitalist developments seems to me to be an
undeniable fact.

As contrasted with your opinion, I don’t think that workers “act as marxists”. They
don’t and they will never do. They act in defending their own interests. As I see it,
the class struggle is not an ideological fight.Workers don’t fight because they want
to make the communist revolution, but the communist revolution will be the
inevitable outcome of their fight even if they’re not aware of this result.

AsI see it, class consciousness does not mean that the working class has a clear idea
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the country in protest at poor living conditions, he disclosed that Rs10bn (£9.8bn)

. had been set aside from reserves for the import of consumer goods - at least double

the amount previously announced. The miners’ strike was reported last night to have
brought 80 pits in the Donets coal field in the Ukraine to a standstill - four times the
number affected on Tuesday. Strikersin the country’slargest coalfield seemed to be
ignoring concessions by the authorities on wages and working conditions, as well as
appeals by Gorbachev and prime minister Nikolai Ryzhkov. There were some
encouraging signs, however, of the beginning of a return to work in the Kuznetsk coal
field in Siberia, where 24.000 of the 150.000 strikerswere reported to have gone back
after a call for a return to work from their strike committee.” (Financial Times
20.07.90)

“Dozens of people were injured in the Siberian town Tscheljabinsk asriots erupted
starting in a queu in front of a shop. Waiting customers had been outraged as the
employees in the shop had refused to serve them unless police protection was
offered. The riots spread over the centre of the town, where demonstratorssmashed
windows and overturned cars demanding a better supply of food. After a protest
meeting in front of the local party headquarters during the night, the demonstrators
tried to storm the offices of the local officials. They demanded the liberation of
youngsters who were arrested because they had possessed petrol bombs. In the end
the police spread the protesters.” (Siiddeutsche Zeitung 27.08.90)

“Hundreds of protest actions in all districts of Moscow last week heralded new
anger. 3000 demonstratorseven occupied the ‘Square of the revolution’ not far from
the Kremlin walls. Anger throughout the country: in Minsk special police units went
against a crowd. Plunderers raided through Tscheljabinsk for three days. In Nischni
Nowgorod (until recently Gorki) people wantet to storm the city hall.” (Der Spiegel
36/90)

“The reactionsof the people to the lack of vodka, wine, petrol, tobacco and noweven
bread, becomes more agressive. On August 23, the inhabitants of the armaments
metropole in the Urals, Tscheljabinsk, in anger because there was no wine available,
blocked busses, smashed shop windows, demolished a supermarket, the party
headquarters and the offices of the local authorities; eleven policemen were
wounded and 13 police cars destroyed. Two days later the riots broke out again. In
Tula and Wladimir there were also riots, and in 14 districts of Moscow indignant
smokers rebelled on the 22nd August because they could not buy any tobacco.”
(Frankfurter Rundschau 07.09.90)

“In the vast Tyumen oilfields of western Siberia 700 000 oil and gas workers are
threatening to stage a paralyzing strike. The workers demand protection from job
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layoffs, price hikes and equipment shortages brought by Moscow’s economic
restructuring. ... Minor wildcat strikes already have erupted in the Siberian oilfields
thisyear, more than a dozen of them in Nizhnevartovsk alone. One grey morning last
month, 215 transport workersdeclared a strike asthey gathered ina dingy bus depot.
‘Iwork 12 hours a day and live in a crummy shanty’, complained 37 year old busdriver
Anatoly Bulokh as he and hiscolleagues lectured two unhappy supervisors. ‘It’stime
for usto rise up!’ shouted one driver. ‘We'we been as quiet aslambs untilnow.” After
two hours of heated talks, the drivers agreed to go back on the job -but not before
thousands of oitworkers were left stranded at bus stops across the city.” (Newsweek
1.10.90)

“According to information from the Soviet premier Ryshkow, in the first eight
months of 1990 approximately 1700 companies and economical organisations were
affected by strikes. This has led to losses of more than ten million working days.
Because of the strikes, products of a value of approximately one billion rubles could
not be produced. Even more important was the losses of the partners of the
companies beingstruk, through missingdeliveries of raw materials and materials for
use in the production. Daily 200000 workershad not worked because of absenteeism
and stops in production in industry and building industry. The total losses amount
to three billion rubles.” (TagesZeitung 12.10.90)

“The unrest already exists. It is reflected in the big increase of the number of strike
days. Strikes have grown dramatically during the first half of the year. In 1989 an
average of 15 000 workers struk every day. During the second half of 1989, 50 000
workers struk every day. During the five first months of 1990 an average of 180 000
workers struk every day.” (Proletiren No. 40, October 1990)

“In the district of Tscheljabinsk in south Ural approximately 13 000 workers from
garment and shoe factories have met in order to protest. According to reports from
the newsagency Tass about 40 factories can not run because this part of the Russian
Federation don’t receive deliveries of material from the other republics. According
to information from the secretary of the unions in these industries, Klara Chnykija,
the 13 000 workers are threatened with loosing their jobs early next year if this non-
delivery of goods is continued. The strike committee will organise a strike.” (Siiddeutsche
Zeitung 19.12.90)

“Tens of thousands of enraged inhabitants in the city Tsjita in Siberia yesterday
blocked traffic and ignited firesin the main street protesting against the lack of wine
and vodka before the New Year celebrations, the newsagency Tass reports. Tsjita
has 315 000 inhabitants and lies 4800 kilometres east of Moscow. The ‘wine riot’
developed as people lost their temper after waiting in endless queues in front of

»
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we optimistically look forward to “sparks of communist consciousness” that the
spontaneous movement of the working class may give rise to, we also work for
organised marxist work on a global scale (“world communist party”).

In our opinion, marxist/communist/materialist interpretation of history for revolutionary
practice of the working class AND workers movement are NORMALLY not
synonymous. Also, they are NOT “outside” one another. We consider ourselves
marxist, a part of the working class movement.

It is materialist interpretation of history for the revolutionary practice of the
working class that brings to the fore the global/internationalist dimension of the
working class movement and NOT the workers movement in POLAND. It is
materialist interpretation of history for revolutionary practice of the working class
that brings to the fore the importance of abolishing standing armies and universally
arming of wage-workers. We TELL workers about the Paris Commune, Soviets,
demolition of nations/countries and formation of the global human community,
events like Kanpur AND what workers SHOULD and SHOULD NOT do. Marxists
MUST TELL and without a standing army/’Red” army under their command, they
can ONLY TELL the workers what they should do, ONLY EXPLAIN to them - the
decisions, right or wrong, REMAIN IN THE HANDS OF UNIVERSALLY ARMED
WORKERS.

Materialist interpretation of history for revolutionary practice of the working class
thinks that the level that the productive forces have reached is such that the
productive forces can be harnessed for human welfare on global basis alone AND if

-this is not done, humanity faces self destruction. It is for this reason that marxists

consider organised activity on a global scale to be of paramount importance. We do
not know if comrade CB considers irganised practice by marxists indispensable or
not. We will assume that he is for organised practice (his participation in Echanges
is a pointer), then the question of the FORM of this organised practice becomes a
prominent question. We will also assume that CB is for globally organised practice
(Echanges practice), then the experiences of past practice and their sum-up become
our point of departure for present organised work. The word “party” seems to be too
loaded for CB and he considersthe adjective non-hierarchicalto be mere aword. We
think otherwise. In our opinion, past practice only tells us to fight against the
formation of “Red” army AND hierarchical organisations. New practice will certainly
bring up new problems but then, is there any other way out.

We certainly consider propagating experiences of Paris Commune, Soviets, “Red”
army etc...essential “for stimulating ‘class-cosnsciousness’.” AND in our opinion,
communist revolution (if it takes place) will be a conscious act of humanity.
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agreed that a quick answer should be made, it must be mentioned that CB’s letter is
therefore very short and does not elaborate the arguments in detail nor go into
historical and current examples - something which however could easily be done.
Ourviewsof the classstruggle in USSR published elsewhere in thisissue of Echanges
is also relevant to this discussion, as well as a presentation pamphlet of Echanges
beeing produced.

Extracts of the discussion has previously been published in the Dutch journal Daad
en Gedachte, but we publish it in full. :

We also refer to the material about India and Kamunist Kranti in Echanges no.65
(p-3). Two brief notes concerning Indian workers are reproduced below from two
leftwing journals. More material will probably follow in future issues, including
about a Bombay textile workersstrike, the ‘caste riots’ and about Kamunist Kranti's

edition of Rosa Luxemburg’s “The accumulation of capital”.
’ RH 491

Answer to the Dutch comrade from Kam_unist Kranti:

We do not know whether we have correctly understood what CB is saying. So, our
reply should be taken more as a step towards understanding each others positions.
We are notvery wellacquainted with the situation in Europe and what we have being
able to know does not give rise to high hopes. So, we hope you will not give those
meanings to our words that the European context has stuck to them. We hope that
together we will be able to overcome these preliminary and irritating difficulties that
are a product of circumstances.

Having said this, in our opinion the ideas underlying these words of CB, that “..workers,
defending their interests in opposition to the interests of the ruling class(es), from
acertain level of capitalist development onwards, are irrevocably forced to fight for
themselves and by themselves”, are WRONG. When is or will this “certain level of
capitalist development” be reached beyond (“onwards”) which workers in general
will act as MARXISTS? The “importance of workers’ spontaneous struggles” for
marxistsis that workers’ autonomous struggles force workers to bluntly face existing
social reality and thus take steps that lead towards the communist revolution. The
“importance of workers spontaneousstruggles” for marxistsisthat at times they may
give tise to “sparks of communist consciousness” (Paris Commune, Soviets) AND
the indispensability of organised marxist work in capitalism that they bring to the
fore. Recent workers’ spontaneous struggles have shaken state-capitalist bastions
AND given rise to obscurantist/chauvinist aspirations. It isbecause of this that while
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practically empty stores. The demonstrators demanded a meeting with local authorities
to complain against lack of merchandise and constant problems with water and
electricity supplies. The episode was a warning of coming social unrest because of
the economic and material crisis.” (Dagbladet 31.12.90)

SONJET_(SCH.E
 ARBEMER!
STARKT DiE
ARBEITSDISZ

Soviet workers! Strenghten the work discipl...

1991

“Over Moscow hangs the threat of an unlimited strike at the Metro, because money
for the next wage payment for the drivers are not at hand.” (Spiegel No. 2/91)

“Workers downed toolsin protestsof upto two hoursin 35 Moscow enterprises and
almost 500 factories and institutes in Leningrad. The coal miners of the Kuzbas in
western Siberia, who led the 1989 miners’strike, have announced a strike to continue
‘until Gorbachev resigns’. “(Financial Times 17.01.91)
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“One of the biggest auto factories in the Soviet Union, the Moskwitsch factory in
Moscow, is on strike, the Komsomolskaja Prawda reports. The workers demand
higher wages, longer holidays and the factory to be placed under management of the
Russian republic. Until now the factory is under the management of the Soviet
ministry for auto and tractor production. “(Siiddeutsche Zeitung 31.0191)

Start of 1991 miners strikes

“The coal miners in the Ukraine have threatend to go on strike if the Moscow
government don’t follow a promise of better living and working conditions. The
strike committee and workers collective in the city of Donetz made this announcement
in reaction to the ‘extremely slow implementation’ of the obligations taken up by the
Soviet-and Ukrainian governments during the miners strike in the summer of 1989,
the news agency Tass reported. “(Siiddeutsche Zeitung 18.02.91)

“More than 500 000 miners in the Soviet Ukraine’s Donbass coalfield are to stage
a 24-hour strike on Friday to press demands for a 150 % pay increase, trade union
leaders said yesterday, Reuter reports from Kiev. “(Financial Times 27.02.91)

“The Soviet government faces a new working class challenge to its authority today
as nearly a million miners from the main Soviet coal areas start an indefinite strike
for higher pay, better food and decent housing.... The latest strikes, coordinated by
the independent miners’ union formed two years ago, have been called in support of
wage increases of between 100 and 150 per cent. The strikes are also in protest at the
government’s failure to honour earlier promises. Miners in the Kuzbas area of
Siberia have called for the resignation of president Gorbachev; an end to the
Communist party’s monopoly on power; and the dissolution of the Supreme Soviet,
the country’s parliament. ... Leaders of the independent miners’ union, Pavel
Shishpanov and Alexei Sergeev, said in Moscow yesterday that three of the main
areas - the Donbass in the Ukraine, Vorkuta in the Polar North and Karaganda in
Kazakhstan - will strike today. “(Financial Times 01.03.91)

“From Prokopiewsk a spokesman of a local strike committee reported to Moscow
that 5000 miners had met in the town and demanded sovereignty rights for Russia.
The independent news agency Interfax reported that other workers in the town
would join the miners and demand the resignation of Gorbachev. ... Also in the
Kuznetsk coal fields in the Urals tools were downed on Monday. According to
reports from a trade union official approximately two dozen mines were hit. The
demands went from higher wages and earlier retirement age to the resignation of
Gorbachev and the removal of the Communist Party from power. “(Frankfurter
Aligemeine Zeitung 06.03.91)
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linked to social categoriesvictimised through a social apartheid; some belong to the
“burakumin”, others are Koreans. The “Burakumin” belonged in the old Japan to
a cast of parias who had to perform the most dirty jobs; officially they are not
discriminated against but are still the victims of an unofficial exclusion. 3 million
“burakumin” live in some 6.000 ghettos. Apparently these districts are similar to the
other workers districts but then they are not: to be born in one of these districts
meansyou are barred access to a “normal” work and life. In these districts no public
money is spent: narrow streets of slums and derelict houses as in Suijin near Kyoto
station.

The Korean districts (650.000) are more openly segregated. For instance Kawasaki
in Tokyo’s suburbs isnot even mentioned on the maps. If notonly poverty isreserved
now to these minoritiesit isalso evident that in their districts, crime, unemployment,
low wages and precariosness is the common lot of the people living there at a far
higher degree than elsewhere.

Less visible and more insidious is the poverty of a numerous category of low waged
workers, the artisans of Japanese wealth. Most of them come from the countryside
and at one time worked partly in the town and partly in their village. But the lack of
work in their remote places of origin obliged them to remain in the big towns,
working hard, living in dormitories, spending as little as possible in order to send as
much as possible back to their families. The town is too expensive for them to have
their families with them and there is no longer work available in the countryside. As
temporary workers, their wages are very low and they have to make them up with a
lot of overtime. ...”

INDIA

DEBATE WITH KAMUNIST KRANTI

In Echanges no.63 (p.7) we published an article from FMS, the paper of the group
Kamunist Kranti in Faridabad, about an action of textile workers in Kanpur -
followed by a letter from the Dutch comrade CB to KK about this article, raising
some questions about the nature of working class struggles, ‘class consciousness’ etc.
A look at this material is necessary before reading the letters published below.

Below we first publish KK’s response to CB’s letter. This was discussed at an
Echanges meeting and the contents of a quick reply to it was discussed. This reply
is CB’s “About our differences: A short reply to the comrades of Kamunist Kranti”
also published below. An answer to this has not been received from KK. Since it was
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Diary of events

October 1,1990: The Osaka district police are inquiring into a Nisinari police station
inspector working in Kamagasaki who shall have taken a £ 4.000 bribe from a gang
to give them information.

October 2: All these facts start to be known in Kamagasaki and this evening a crowd
of more than 600 workers start a protest in front of the police station, throwing
stones at the building and the 500 policemen called out for its protection.

October 3; Allnight more than 1.000 people are throwmg stonesand setting carsand
shops on fire. This crowd is dispersed early in the morning but some stay in front of
the heavily protected police station, throwing stones. The Osaka district police
arrest the corrupt inspector. During the night young workers and students from
other districts have joined the Kamagasaki workers and the number of rioters has
gone up - cars are set on fire, trees are cut down to block the streets, a railway line
crossing the district is blocked. More than 1.500 policemen are brought in to try to
contain the riots.

October4: 6 am, it is raining and some 1.000 in front of the police station have to run
for shelter. But after9 am, several thousand workers gather again at the same place,
shouting and throwing stones.

October 6: It’s raining early in the morning but again at 6 am, hundreds of workers
without work because of the rain, start gathering in front of the police station. This
day is relatively quiet but in the evening more than 1.000 are again in the streets
fighting with the police. Things start to ease up. The workers have no money left and
they have to go to work (they earn everything on a day to day basis and have nothing
saved); some are more or less fed up with these riots which are getting nowhere and
disagreements also are arising with youth from other districts. The atmosphere of
the first days is fading.

October 7: A typhoon blowsin a very strong storm in the city. The district is suddenly
quiet and nothing further happens when the bad weather is over.
Kan Eguchi 12/90

The following extracts from an article in Le Monde (October 90) brings some
complement to the description of these workers’ ghettos of some Japanese cities.
“...The feeling of relative poverty when a Japanese worker compares his situation to
figures of the national wealth, masks the real condition of other workers who are
effectively at the lowest level of the social ladder.

The material poverty is clearly visible in certain districts of the main cities and often
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“Union officials in the Kuzbass coalfield in western Siberia said workers at five
mines hiad walked out indefinitely following a 24 hour political strike on Monday.
Twenty-seven pits took pan in Monday s stoppage. Tass news agency said management
officials denied the union claims, saying only one mine was partly affected. At least
12 pits, with some of the country’s richest coal deposits, remained on strike in the
southern Donbass coalfield, a regional strike committee spokesman said. “(Financial
Times 07.03.91)

“Miners’ leadersin the Soviet Union’s two largest coal fields yesterday called for an
all-out strike, demanding huge pay rises and the resignation of Gorbachev and his
government. The decision in the West Siberian Kuzbas, and Ukrainian Donbas
fields, follows the refusal of Gorbachev to meet the miners’ leaders or hear their
demands until all the miners return to work. The signs are that the industrial unrest,
which began fitfully at the start of the month, isspreading and becoming increasingly
political. The Council of Workers’ Committees in the Kuzbas decided on Monday
to call a full-scale strike in the region, based entirely on political demands. They are
calling for the resignation of Gorbachev, the dismissal of the present Supreme
Soviet, the national parliament in Moscow, and the lifting on all restrictions on the
broadcasts of radical Russian radio and television, and demonstrate their support
for Boris Yeltsin, the Russian president. In the Ukrainian Donbas, the miners’
leaders yesterday called for an all-out strike, because the central government had
ignored their deadline, on Monday, to meet their demand for a 150 % pay rise. They
claimed that 67 out of 254 pitsin the coalfield were already backing the stoppage, 19
more than on Monday. In the Kuzbas, strike action has been patchy, but local
journalists said this was a deliberate strategy by strike leaders to stagger their
protest. This was now beeing stepped up. Tass, the official news agency, which has
consistently played down the strike action, admitted last night that ‘the situation in
the Kuzbas is getting more complicated’, with two mine construction organisations
joining four striking mines in the towns of Novokuznetsk, Kiselevsk, and Berezovsky.
Mass meetings were being held at many other mines, the agency said. On the other
hand, both railway and steel workers in the region have been opposing the action.
“(Financial Times 13.03.91)

“In spite of threats and appeals the strikes in one sixth of the Soviet coal mines
continued Wednesday. At the same time at least five steel works in the Ukraine
alone had to close down because of lack of coal. Reports from the two most
important coal mining districts, Donbass in the Ukraine and Kusbass in western
Siberia, indicated however that the strike wave had not spread further. All of the
Soviet heavy industry is threatenedif the steelindustry must close down. Reductions
in the production in almost all other sectors, from oil and gas to paper, adds to the
misery. The strikers have made both political and economical demands. They
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demand up to 150 % wage increases. The miners in Donbass demand that Gorbachev
must resign. In several mining districts the miners appeal for a boycott of the
referendum Sunday, whereas others urge people to vote ‘no’. “(Arbeiderbladet
14.03.91)

“So far less than 50 000 miners are on strike. If the strikes don’t spread they will
constitute a rather marginal problem for Gorbachev before the referendum on
Sunday. ... Workers are apparently already laid off in the Ukrainian steel industry,
as it is reported that employees have lost incomes amounting to 1.5 million Rubles.
That could indicate that as many as 50 000 working days are lost. ... Bitterness in the
mining districts is widespread, especially as hardly any of the demands put forward
by the miners during the big strikes two years ago have been met. “(Aftenposten
14.03.91)

“The strike of the miners spreads. Workers in the industrial concentration in the
Urals have joined the strike, which also meets growing support in the big mining
areasin Siberia and the Ukraine. ‘The strike wave among Soviet miners grows’, the
Soviet official newsagency Tass admitted Tuesday in a report which stated that the
strikingworkers’ politicaldemands have been put forward more clearly. Strikeshave
closed half the mines around the town Tsjeljabinsk in southern Urals, Tass writes.
According to local strike committees in the Ukraine and in Siberia the workers’
demands meet a growing support. One of the demands of the strike is that Gorbachev
must resign. In the Siberian mining district Kusbass 54 mines are hit by the strike,
according to local strike committees. Production in at least 42 mines in Donbass in
the Ukraine are said to be stopped, in adition to some 20 mines in the western part
of the republic. “(Klassekampen 20.03.91)

“Bread, meat, butter and rice are among the itemswhich willbecome approximately
three times more expensive from the beginning of April, the leader of the state price
committee Vjatsjeslav Sentsjagov said in a television interview on Wednesday. Eggs
will be twice as expensive, while fruit, vegetables and some other goods in short
supply shall follow the price at the open (private) market. That will mean that their
prices will be several times higher. Medicine, gasoline, gas, coffee and vodka are
among the items that will not be affected by the price rises, he said. The authorities
will sweeten the pill through paying a taxfree compensation of 60 Rubles per person
each month. ... The official statement on price rises came in a period of growing
unrest among Soviet workers, first and foremost in the important mining districtsin
Russia and the Ukraine. According to the miners’ strike committee 280 000 workers
are on strike for higher wages, better working conditions and a demand that
Gorbachev must resign. The inde pendent news agency Interfax estimates the figure

at 50000.” (Arbeiderbladet 21.03.91)
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firm, etc... (70 to 80 % of the production of the firms are made outside the factories
of the firm). Using such a structure, the parent firm is well protected: economy of
investment, flexibility for the production, no risk of losses or of social disturbances.
Such a rationalisation in exploitation is part of the competitive strenght of Japanese
firmsin the world market: in 1978, the only year for which such figures exist, Toyota
had 168 son firms (first level of sub contractors), 4,700 grandson firms (second level),
31.600 grand grandson firms (third level).

We can see the same organisation in the building and public servicesindustries. The
building firm organises such a pyramidal system everytime it gets a contract;
contracting liable firms, first sub-contractors, second sub-contractors, etc... On the
building sites, all the teams regroup temporary ancillary workers, which are disbanded
immediately the specific work they have been engaged for is over. All building
contractors look for disposable labour. Seasonal labour or people from areas like
Kamagasaki provide it.

The Kamagasaki district is a pile-up of shanties for daily workers who each has only
a bed or one room of less than 5 square yards (maximum). After a day of hard work
or of not finding any work, they escape into gambling and spirits. They don’t drink
low price saki for their pleasure but to escape the hardness of their life. The district
is full of illegal horse or cycle racing bookmakers where these poor people bet part
of their hard won money. Kamagasaki is completely controlled by criminal gangs.
The police know this very well: illegal gambling takes place openly in the streets
around the police station. Policemen don’t see the people living there as ordinary
citizens but as something other than human. For instance no crime against Kamagasaki

“people, blackmailings, burglaries or murders is ever inquired into by the police. So

people living there always hate a police force which does not at all protect them but
on the contrary strictly controls them. This hatred burst out in October 1990 when
it became known that an inspector had taken a bribe from a gang. The workers’
protest was against the police exploiting the gang exploiting them. The police was
somewhat reluctant to use their full repressive force against the riot because its
cause was a policeman’s corruption. So the riots lasted and lasted. Hooligans,
students, young workers, teenagers came from other districts to take advantage of
this situation and gave the riot a push. For all these youngsters pushed aside in the
harsh race for school degrees, these events were a festival.

The Kamagasaki events removed the veil masking the reality of Japanese society.
Some think it is the sign of a social transformation. I think this an overstatement. If
“political” implies a kind of consciousness of a new or other society, these workers
were not acting politically at all. On another hand there was no solidarity at all
between these workers and other workers outside what it is called “the ghetto
without walls”.
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JAPAN

Western media givesusa picture of social conditions and the condition and attitudes
of workers in Japan which often is false, one-sided and/or presents as general what
is true for only parts of social life or industry. Below we publish a text about a revolt
of day labourers in the Kamagasaki district of Osaka written for Echanges by a
Japanese contact.

More materialon Japanwill follow in another issue, among other things a text about
overtime work in Japanese industry. We are interested in material or information
about available material from readers, because Japan is not a country about which
the kind of information we seek is easily available.

THE 1990 KAMAGASAKI WORKERS RIOTS

From October 2 to October 6 1990, Kamagasaki in Osaka was deeply disturbed by
riots. Every day, around the police station of Nisinari which controls this district, a
crowd of ancillary workers and young people rioted, throwing stones, setting fire to
cars and buildings, breaking into and looting shops and stores.

It was something completely unforseen in the seemingly quiet Japan of today. To
understand these riots, we have to look at the background of Japanese economy and
social life.

20.000 inhabitants live in Kamagasaki. There are similar districts in Tokyo (Sanya)
and Yokohama (Kotobuki) in which poor ancillary workers live. They are men who
have had to forget their families, even their names and are obliged to live anonymusly;
most of them single and not very young, all of them rejected by the “normal” society.
Many failures in their lives have pushed them little by little into these ghettos.

Most of them come from the poorest parts of the country or are of Korean origin.
Most of them work on a day to day basis in the building industry or public works,
others in transport, the warehouses or the port, ... They are recruited daily by labour
dealers from either special criminal gangs or employment offices. The gangsters
offer harder work but higher pay than the others.

These workers are the lowest category among the workers. To understand this we
must refer to the pyramidal structure of Japanese industries. All big firms are the
heads of a complex sub-contractors organisation: parent-firm, son-firm, grandson-
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“The 12 mines in the district around Tsjervonograd was among those hit by the big
miners’ strike in 1989. Then the whole mining industry in the country was paralysed
by a 12 day long strike among the miners, who demanded higher wages and a more
reliable supply of food. Now the miners think that the government has broken all
promises given then. ‘Conditions have almost not changed at all since 1989. They
promised us higherwages, longer holidays and a lower retirement age. But they have
broken these promises,” says Oleg Karpjuk, leader of the strike committee in
Tsjervonograd. ... The miners earn on average 410 Rubles a month (approximately
£450 - at official exchange rate). The strikers demand a wage three times higher, as
compensation for growing inflation and the high prices for fresh meat and vegetables
at the local peasants’ markets. “(Arbeiderbladet 22.03.91)

“Inthe Ukraine, Russia and Siberia more than 200000 workerscontinued the strike,
which threatened to paralyse the Soviet production of steel, iron and other important
industrial products. '

The agreement made between the 100 0600 miners in the Karaganda district and the
leaders of the central Asian republic Kasakhstan, will most likely reduce the
damaging effects of the strike on the Soviet economy. According to the agreement,
the political leadership in Kasakhstan, the third largest coal producer in the Soviet
Union, retain much of the direct control of the mining industry from the Moscow
authorities. All coal producing republics have struggled to have a greater control
over their own natural resources.

Anegotiation meeting in Kiev the capital of Ukraina, however, led to no results. The
strike continues in the important Donbass district... The strikers in Donbass and
Siberian Kuzbass demand higher wages, better working conditions and that Gorbachev
must resign. There are also strikes in the Russian districts of Rostov and Vorkuta,
as well as around Lvov in western Ukraine. The negotiations in Kiev broke down
because the leadership of the republic declined to accept wage rises. Prime Minister
Vitold Fokin and Vice Prime Minister Viktor Gladush accepted to lower the
retirement age, but declined the demand for wage increases in the region of 100 to
150 %, says a spokesman for the miners. It was the newspaper Kasakhstanskaja
Pravda which brought the news that the miners and leaders of the republic Kasakhstan
had reached an agreement. The miners in Karaganda will not strike again before

July the 1st, on conditions that the economical demands are met. “(Arbeiderbladet
23.03.91)

“...approximately 100000 minersin the third largest coaldistrict of the Soviet Union,
Karaganda in Kasakhstan, have agreed to end the strike - which have lasted for three
weeks - against a promise from the leadership of the republic of higher wagesand a
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bigger influence on the working conditions. ... In spite of the agreement in Kasakhstan
approximately 200 000 miners in the rest of the country continue their strike.
“(Aftenposten 23.03.91)

“Strike committees and independent trade unions already voice political demands.
They demand the resignation of the government and president Gorbachev, and the
independence of their republics. In the Kusnezk basin in western Siberia the mass
unrest is concentrated in one catch-word which sounds of revolution: General
strike.“(Spiegel No. 13/91)

“Striking Soviet coal miners from Siberia to the Polish border stated yesterday that
they stick firmly to theirdemands, and showed no sign of following the appealof the
Prime Minister to return to work in order to save the troubled economy. Strike
leaders in the big coal fields Kusbass in the Siberia and Donbass in the Ukraine
expressed little sympathy for the warning from Prime Minister Pavlov that the
strikers put the economy of the country ‘several years back’. They also refused
allegations that they are manipulated from the outside, which Pavlov indicated by
referring to Boris Yeltzin and others who have supported the strikers demand that
Gorbachev must resign. ‘The general attitude is to stand by the demands’, says
Viktor Usovskij, a member of the strike committee in Donbass, where work is
stopped in approximately 60 mines. The independent news agency Postfactum
reported that minersin more than 165 mines from Sakhalin in the far East to western
Ukraine was on strike thisweekend. Mines north of the Polar Circle and in the Urals
were also closed. Pjotr Popov, a memberof the strike committee inKusbass,said that
the strike is effective in the whole of Siberia, and that Pavlov with his allegation that
the strike is directed from the outside does not take into account that the strike
leaders are democratically elected. “(Arbeiderbladet 25.03.91)

“Despite a government back-to-work order, Soviet coal miners continued to strike
Monday. Almost one-fourth of the country’s coalfields are idle, and workers are
demanding the resignation of Gorbachev. Miners in the polar north, Kazakhstan,
the Kuzbas region of Siberia and the Donbasregion of the Ukraine first wentouton
strike March 1st and the strikes have spread since then. The strikers’ demands are
far more political and radical than they were in the summer of 1989, when the first
strikes in 70 years were staged here for higher wages and better working conditions.
Where once the miners seemed to think that alterations in the system could satisfy
their economic demands, they now appear convinced that more fundamental
changes are necessary. In mining cities such as Novokuznetsk in central Siberia,
workers are supporting the president of the Russian Republic, Yeltsin, and have
demanded the resignationof Gorbachev and the Soviet legislature. Like Yeltsin, the
miners have called on the heads of the 15 republics to assume the collective
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give in, amd the army was ordered to tear dowm the barricades, invade the
reservations, arrest members of the Warrior Society and use firepower against
resistance. In the beginning of September they dismantled the barricades, and the
last resisters surrended on September 26.

RH 4/91

SPAIN

Odio al capitalismo (Note new address - letters to be addressed as follows, without
mentioning the name of the journal: A.V.V.N,, Apartado 111, 15300 Betanzos, La
Coruna) No.10/Oct.90: Capital throwsitself with ashield. How to react and for what?
(A leaflet on the Gulf crisis) - War in the Gulf, scoundrels in agreement, scoundrels
at war - Izquierda Unida: ‘Don’t let the USA command the operation...but the UN
(On the Spanish CP’s condition and their attitude towards the Gulf crisis) - On
immigration laws approved by the Spanish state - Worldwide repression of workers
struggles - Programmatic development: The marxist left in the second international.
No.11/Jan.91: Carry on being troops or struggle against capitalist peace and wars -
Programmatic elaboration, part 5: The marxist left in the second international -
Prepare war during social peace and accumulate - 3 uses of biochemistry by
capitalism - Extracts of a pamphlet of the Argentinian group ‘Emancipacion
Obrera’: Against capitalism both in peace and war.

Resiste/Eutsi (Apdo 1673, Gasteiz - In Spanish and Basque) No.10: La Zapa, history
of a street - Bilbao: urban restructuring according to the logic of capital - The selling
of the DDR.

Zer Egin? (S. Martzial 2,4 -Ezk, 20005 Donostia) No.288: The Gulf war - The French
revolution and selfdetermination - Union elections: fights for representativity - The
situation in the prisons. No.289: The restructuring of the A H V (steel industry) in
the Ensidesa - Nicaragua: a reviewof the errorswith selfcriticism - Daily exploitation
and racism. No.292: The universal police (On the Gulf war) No.293: GLADIO: the
international of terror - USSR: a transition towards capitalism; the economic
reforms in the USSR.

Cultura Libertaria (Apartado de Correos 1687, 01080 Vitoria) No.19/Feb.91:
Catalogue of libertarian yexys in Spanish (1976-85) (Periodicals, documents, pamphlets
and books) - Anarchism in the novels of Paz Galdos - AIP to all anarchists: on the
lies of senior Alvarez of the CNT.
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where to cut to get the 200 million more to finance the Canadian army in the Gulf.

But in general, Canadians think of themselves as not making part of any real
capitalist system or, at least, not just like the one in the States. They seem to avoid
thinking about all the Canadian enterprises that make it big by exploiting the
resources and people of any country round the world and in Canada itself.

In the same order of affairs, when I arrived here in Montreal it was the
beginning of the Mohawk stand in Oka and Kanawaka and the demand for land that
was rightly theirs. Two weeks later the provincial and federal governments didn’t
have any other answer but the deployment of the army round the reservations. The
warrior Mohawks, after a time, gave themselves in, hoping for a final resolution for
their demands, but untjl now nothing has happened, except that some Mohawks
were -put in jail and maltreated and some are out on bail.

There were waves of support from many other indian communities but their
stands have all been broken into by the brutality of the police and arrests. The last
was in British Columbia when a group was trying to defend their land from being
logged.”

S. Nov.90

Additional notes from a Norwegian comrade:

The ‘warriors’ referred to are the Mohawk’s ‘Warrior Society’, an institution created
by the government of the Mohawks - in the words of an article I read, “according to
the tradition whereby military chiefs are subject to the authority of the representatives
of the clans and the nations” and with the aim of replacing the Canadian police force
and defend the Mohawk people.

The uprising started in March 90 when the Mohawks of Oka, Quebec tried,
by erecting a barricade, to stop the building of a golf course in a forest area held
sacred by the Mohawks. But the work with a golf course was only what started the
uprising. The area in question has been demanded by the Mohawks as a reservation
for years. More generally, there is a deep level of frustration of this most deprived
group in Canadian society and demands for a unification of their present and
historic territories and political and economical self-determination.

In July there was a massive police intervention, when the Mohawks defied
court injunctions to tear down the barricades which prevented the cutting down of
the forest. Thislead to police attackswith assault weapons, concussiongrenades and
tear gas, but the police were driven back by armed Mohawks. After this, Oka was
surrounded and food supplies and medicines prevented from going in. In solidarity,
Mohawks in Kanahwake erected barricades around their territory and closed down
abridge leading into Montreal. Their area wasalso surrounded - first by police, then
by the army.

The Quebec government would only ‘negotiate’ an unconditional surrender
with dismantling of the barricades and handing over the guns. The Mohawks did not
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leadership of the country. The miners’ strike of 1989 was dramaticbecause no group
of workers in the history of the Soviet state had ever stood up to the authorities in
such numbers. Since then, the strike committees have replaced the Communist
Party-dominated labor unionsasrepresentativesof the workers. In some cities, such
as Karaganda, the leaders of the strike committees are the most powerful political
figuresin the area. ‘We've alllost faith in anything resembling the old system, the old
perestroika reforms,” said Pyotr Schlegel, leader of the Karaganda miners in
northern Kazakhstan. The state-controlled television news programs are hitting the
miners hard, denouncing them as irresponsible for further jeopardizing the already
fragile economy. Prime Minister Pavlov said the strikes were leading to dwindling
fuel supplies and were pummeling the steel and auto industries. He said Soviet
industry was only getting 220 000 of the 340 000 tons of coal needed to keep the
country’s enterprises running. ‘If the strikes continue, even to the slightest degree,’
Pavlov said on the state television, ‘then we can say now that all of us, including the
miners, will have to work for several years to repair the damage.’ He said that he
would start serious negotiations with the miners if they dropped their political
demands. During the 1989 strikes, Gorbachevsaid that the workerswere showing for
the first time their sense of empowerment and were engaging in a revolution ‘from
below’ to match his own revolution from above. He succeeded, if temporarily, in
ending the strikes. Very briefly, workers in the mining regions did get slightly better
food supplies, but soon they found themselves back where they had started. Coal
miners, compared with other workers, are relatively well paid, but they work in
horrendousconditions. In 1989, it wasonly the minersin Vorkuta in northern Russia
who combined radical political demands with their economic demands. But now,
miners from Sakhalin to the Polish border have become insistent on the need for
radical change. The political pressure on the government promises to grow when
across-the-board price increases on food and consumer goods go into effect April 2.
The government has announced compensation measures, but most analysts say the
measures will do little to offset the impact of the increases. “(International Herald
Tribune 26.03.91)

“A Sovietdeputy coal minister, Yegor Krol, arrived yesterday in Donetsk, capital of
the coal-producing region Donbas, for talks with strike leaders, as a stoppage spread
slowly to take in about a quarter of the country’s mines, writes John Lloyd in
Moscow. On Sunday night, Mikhail Schadov, the coal industry minister, said the
losses from the strike so far stood at 3m tonnes of coal worth Rbs250m, of which
Rbs60m had been earmarked for wages. He repeated the government’s view that it
could not negotiate while the striker’s main demands remain political. The strike
committee at Rostov-on-Don, in the Ukraine, said yesterday its political demands
- including the resignation of Gorbachev - might be dropped if talkson the wage and
social demands began with prime minister Pavlov. “(Financial Times 26.03.91)
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“Strike leaders in Kusbass and Donbass, the big coal fields in Siberia and the
Ukraine, think that the government is trying to mobilise scabs and have the people
to dissociate itself from the strike. ‘We will not return to work. The attempts of the
government are in vain’ says Alexander Aslandini, leader of the strike committee in
Kusbass.. ... Aslandini tells that a commission sent by prime minister Pavlov now is
in Kemerovo, but that there have been no meetings between the parties. ‘All we
know is that they are searching for scabs’, he says. Strike leaders think that a struggle
for the supportof the publicisgoingon.... 60 minesin Donbassare closed. InKusbass
50 mines are closed, and also other places the mines are not operating. The strike is
hitting the metalurgical industry most. Factory managers and workersappearon TV
and complain about rednced stocks and problems with heating. But also other
sectors which needs coal in their production are affected by the strike. “(Arbeiderbladet

26.03.91)

“The Soviet Parliament, the Supreme Soviet, yesterday passed a resolution which

instructs the striking coal minersin the Ukraine and Siberia to return to work. Only

after two months will the miners be in a position to resume the strike, says the

resolution. A motion to place a total strike ban, was however rejected. Immediately
" after the motion passed by the Supreme Soviet was known, spokesmen for the
miners made it clear that a return to work was under no circumstances an issue.One
of the leaders of the miners in Donbass, Nikolaj Volynko said yesterday that the
Donbass miners had not consulted the Supreme Soviet before they started the
strike. Neither had the Supreme Soviet consulted the miners before it passed its
resolution. The only way to supress the strike is through the use of violence. If the
Kremlin attempts at this, we will see what our reply will be, he said. Another
spokesman for the strikers said that they would immediately spread the actions if
Yeltzin on Thursday looses his position as president of the Russian parliament.
“(Aftenposten 27.03.91)

“The majority of the striking miners in the Kusbass mines have abandoned their
economical demands because they have understood that their hope of a decent life
is only possible through a democratic reform, says a statement from the workers
council in Kusbass. “(Klassekampen 02.04.91)

“QOther industries have begun following the miners’ lead. Last week the country’s
metal workers called for a wage increase of 100 % and voiced their support for the
miners’ political demands. Work at the Soviet Union’s biggest machine 'maker,
Uralmash, was halted by a two-hour warning strike. “(Newsweek No. 14/91)

“The republic is suffering under serious political struggles because of the coal
miners’ strike. Most coal miners support Yeltsin and are critical to the communist
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of time and motion - Restructuring and class composition - Lessons of the struggle.
An appendix gives a detailed chronology of the strike and a study on Taylorism: a
great victory of technique, man slave of the machine.

Perspective Internationaliste (De stryker, BP 1181, Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles
1, or BM Box 8154, London WCIN 3XX,UK) Journal of the ‘External Fraction of
the ICC’ in French and English editions. No.17/Summer 90: Analysis, discussions
and criticisms on the turmoils in Eastern Europe. These texts show a balance
between divergent opinions: is there a realcrisis in the Eastern branch of capitalism
or is it only an attempt to consolidate politically the Russian capitalist class?

CANADA

Open Road (Box 46135, Station G, Vancouver, BC) Anarchist NewsJournal. Winter
90: How Green is my neighbourhood? - Claire Culhane and some of her stories -
Beyond feminism: Anarchism and human freedom - Theatre of the Absurds.

Demolition Derby (CP 1554, Succ.B, Montreal P Q Canada H3 B3) (This paper in
English is free) Feminism: 3 women affer harsh critiques: texts by Dominique
Fauquet concerning the republication of the ‘SCUM Manifesto, Gyrocracy Song
(Annie Lebrun) and J.Claudia, Feminism unveiled - Discussion about militancy:
The highest stage of alienation - The Mohawk resistance - Correspondance: Most
of the letters are from ‘Interrogations’, Fifth Estate and others concerning a
previous article on anarchosyndicalism - Book reviews: America as paradise and
Modernity and the Holocaust (John Zerzan), Having little, being much: A chronicle
of Fredy Perlman’s fifty years (Lorraine Perlman).

CANADIAN INDIANS - The Mohawk revolt:

CARPN (Support Committee for First Nations Claims) (64 rue de Maisonneuve,
appt 7, Quebec, GIR 2 C3) Defence fund for Mohawk Sovereignity - Call for
solidarity with the resistance of the Mohawk people against the police attack when
they only claim their historical rights.

Letter from a friend in Canada:
“Canadian politics tend to be a lame imitation of US politics. The cuts in social
services are stepping up now following the model. Just now the parliament wonders

— P TR



66 échanges 66/67

ministers claimed they could not implement this agreement and want to reduce
employment even more. This is the beginning of the revoit. A movement starts and
goesbeyond some token union barriers. Even the teachers in the private schoolsare
more active than in the public schools: the former start the strikes and spread them
to the public schools.

For one month - mid May to mid June - strikes, school occupations, picketing.

The strikesstart again in September and last for 6 weeks with the support of parents
and pupils. The strike is widely spread: all the secondary schools and 90 % of the
primary schools are closed. The demonstrations are huge: 100.000 on 18/11, all
pupils and parents being in the streets with the teachers.

Teachers are not pickéting their own school. They are picketing neighbouring
schools and could therefore pretend to be barred to go into their own school and
work normally because of pickets, and so get full pay.

Some coordinating committees try to bring some kind of independent organisation,
for the first time in Belgium.

End of November the unions sign an agreement which gei some consessions but very
far from the initial claim - they call for the resumption of work and succeed in
obtaining this.

Le Mouvement Communiste pour la formation du Parti Communiste Mondial
(address letter only as follows: BP 1666 Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles) In our

notes about no.1 of thisjournalin Echanges 65 p.79 partof our remarkswere missing
and should have been as follows:

This journal, meaning the ‘Communist Movement for the formation of the World
Communist Party’, is a regroupment of two journals previously mentioned in
FEchanges: ‘A Contre-Courant’ and ‘Cahiers Communistes’, and wants to constitute
an ‘international pole of regroupment’ of communist forces. Subscription is 120FF/
700FB for six issues.

Supplement to no.2/Winter 90: One year after: Peugot:

This supplement contains only texts about the last Peugot strike (see Echanges 62
and the notes in this issue about the French journal ‘Liaisons’). The titles of the
different partsgive an idea of its contents: The reasons for a struggle - Restructuring
and actions in the car industry - The 1974 crisis: measures to rebuild the capital
accumulation in changing the technical and organic composition of capital and the
job management at PSA - Productivity increase and exploitation - A new organisation
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party. Yesterday Gorbachev was to meet the coal miners in an attempt to end the
strike which is threatening to close the heavy industry. But the end of this month-
long strike didn’t seem close after radical miners said they would not meet Gorbachev
because he was not willing to discuss politicaldemands, including their demand that
he must resign. Approximately 300000 miners have downed tools and closed around
two thirds of the country’s mines. Gorbachev has with reference to the constitution
rejected the workers’ demand that he and the Soviet government must resign. Prime
Minister Pavlov, said the miners demand of 150 % wage rises would cost 13 million
Rubles, but he was willing to consider wage increases linked to a productivity rise.
This was immediately rejected by the strike leaders. “(Aftenposten 04.04.91)

“Now, in the winter of 1991, times are different. The striking miners tells that the
mass meetings are a thing of the past. Now, elected representatives makes the
decisions. But the permanent strike committees have existed since 1989 and thishas
faciliated the spreading of the strike. ... The leadersof the official trade union urged
the strikers to return to work, and the miners says that the whole state apparatus
have been used to distort their case. Telephone connections have been broken so
that the different districts have not been able to co-ordinate themselves. The mass
media have spread lies. In an appeal the strikers write: ‘The only possible solution
is to rally all healthy forces in society around a government that has the confidence
of the people. Under these circumstances the Inter-regional co-operation council of
delegates from workers’ strike committees from the coal districts of the country was
formed.’ (Arbetaren 05.04.91)

“The strike wave in the Soviet Union spreads beyond the ranks of the miners and
undermine both the economy and the government. Yesterday most enterprises in
Minsk, capital of Byelorussia, stood idle. The reason was that the workers had met
to a gigantic mass meeting in the square down town. There they demanded the same
wage increases that Pavlov had promised the miners Wednesday. The compromise
between the miners and the government res<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>