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After the letmg of martial law, a number of strikes broke out in this country in 1988 and 1989. An
,ﬁqhngcomrade is trying to collect material on strikes, labour relations, and economic and social
c_ond:ti'gl}s in general. Echanges readers which can be of help are asked to write to the address be-
low to tell if they have any ideas or material, or to send the material (which will be returned). (Ad-

CHINA/HONG KONG

From Hong Kong we have received a large file (in English) concerning "the repression of democra-
tic rights, police brutality and appeasement of the Hong Kong colonial authority to the Chinese bu-
reaucratic government”. Copy at Echanges or direct from "Committee for the concern of 9.29
Incident”, B 1 Kwai Chung Centre, 1st floor, Kwai Hing Road, N.T. Hong Kong.

- O

FRANCE

Commu,msme central paper in Freach of the Groupc Commums(e lntemanonahste (BP 54 - BXL
31, Bruxelles, Belgium, or GCI, ¢/o L'Herbe Rouge, 1bis rue d’Alesia, 75014 Paris)

.No 29/Oct 89: Notes on the balance of forces between the classes - Algeria: Proletarian uprising
(Oct 88) - Struggles in Burma (1988) - Argentina (May 89): l»b_ting against bunger.

-~ .

- After 28 issues of the GCI paper under the name Le Communiste it has now changed the name to

Cornimunisme. From the GCI is also available a summary of the contents of the first 28 i issues, and a
set of "theses og programmatic orientation”.

Peggeot strike

Somic supplementary material to the analysis in No 62 is avnlable

- From Echanges, a detailed chronology of the strike (in French).

- From the Freiburg contact address of the German journal Wildcat, a collection of newspaper cut-
tings and leaflets (Price DM3, from: ledcat Postlagerkarte 11 1218 18C, 7800 Freiburg, BRD).
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Radio Tomate (BP 182, 75623 Paris Cedex 13) No 1/Nov. 89: Bulletin of a free radio (106,7 Mhz) gi-
ving various information on the activity around their broadcasting and on the organisations and
other radios regrouped around them.

Collectif contre I'armée 2 I'ecole (¢/o UPF, 4 rue Lazare Hoche, 92100 Boulogne): "Military people
to teach” - Icaflet in French from a collective working against the army in the schools.

Courant Alternatif - monthly journal of the OCL (Libertarian Communist Organisation) (OCL,
Egregore, BP 1213, 51058 Reims Cedex) No 88/Summer 89: Ecology: occupation of the nuclear po-
wer station in Golfech (Southwestern France) - Struggle against a dam to be built in the centre of
France (Serre de la Fare) - Rufus strike in Caen (Building industry - the reasons for a failure after,
132 days - 44 are sacked and the most turbulent workshop is closed) - Towards a new libertarian or-
ganisation? (Report of a national meeting) - Third world debt: when generosity means rentability -
The democratic claim: Arc we in a world as good as possible? - Hungary on the move - Witness of
the Queva affair (New Caledonia) - inside Spanish prisons.

No 89/October 89: A village in Europe: Golfech (struggle against a nuclear power station) - Nogent
sur Seine: checking the radioactivity around a nuclcar power siation - Serre de la Fare: another
struggl against the building of a barrage on the Loire valley - Struggles in the French prisons during
the sur.mer - Poland: Solidarnosc or Solidarnaque (cheating Sol.\danty) The influence of the cat-
bolic cburch among the publishers.

No 90/November 89: Still the same power stations or other struggles mentioned in No 89 - Prisons: a
witness of the riot at St Maur in 1987 - Pengeot Mulhouse: the strike back after 17 years - Kanaky:
one year after the agreement - The end of alternative rock.

A contre courant, syndical ¢t politique (4 rue des Iris, 52100 St. Dizier) No 5/June 89: East is red -
Toward- a new syndicalism (On the expelling from the CFDT union of sections and militants in se-
veral industrial branches: health, PTT (post and telegraph), and on the creation of a new union,
SUD, which aims to stand for ’a different syndicalism’) - Flexibility of work - French book reviews:
"Crise, technique et temps de travail (Ton Thomas); *Ni Dieu, ni Maitre’ (J. Valero) (on the cxpel-
ling of 20 CFDT postal militants of the union local of Lyon - Gare).
No 6/July-Aug. 89: What is new in the Eastern countrics? - Poland: which democracy? - On Fessen-
heim nuclear station.

Marseille edition of A contre courant (11 rue St Vincent de Paul, 13004 Marseille): No 1/June 89:
On the development of the SUD union - On the CNT ’renovados’ obliged to take the name CGT
(See Echanges No 61). No 2/Oct. 89: The SUD union in the Bouches du Rhone is getting stronger -
St. Simon foundation: a capitalist club giving ideas to the CFDT union - English dockers: Maggy +
TUC = K.O. - Polemics around the Spanish CNT - We don’t want to dic as socialists.

L’Intcrsmdncahste paper of Groupe de Salariés pour Feconomy distributive (Workers group for a
distributive economy) (11 rue St. Vincent de Paul, 13004 Marseille) No 28/0Oct. 89: 1789-1989: the
revolution still goes abead - Peugeot sucing councils hav;ng belped strikers.

CR HMSS - Centre de Recherche d'Histoire des Mouvements Sociaux et du Syndicalisme (9 rue
Malher, 75004 Paris) No 12/1989: Report of an academic seminar on *Actors and witnesses of the so-
cial movement in may 68’ - Some university theses summed up or just mentioned in this publication
could be of some historical interest; write to the above address to get more m!ormatlon,
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unionlsts although most union
leaders were believed to have

ped. - .

In the. nearby factory ‘ot
‘Hyundai Motor Corporation,
"Korea's largest- automobile
_manufacturer; workers set fire
to police vehicles and threw
,petrol bombs at police, who

- .responded with tear gas. |
‘ Last week's strike was trig-
‘gered byfthe arrest of “n?ali
rofficials for organising 1l
‘industrial actlon at the end of
+last year.

* Union leaders at 13 Hyundai .
‘subsidiaries will today decide -
whether to strike in proteat at
the police action. A atrike
.seems likely at Hyundai Motor
-Corporation but unions at the
other companies in the group
‘are expected to recommend -
:more limited action.

i Yonhap, the officlal Korean -
,news agency, said an associa-
‘tion of labour unions in nearby
‘Masan and Changwon had
voted to begin a sympathy
‘strike today. More widespread -
protests are forecast for tomor-

: Tow, which is May Day.

However, workers at the
state-run Korea Broadcasting
System indicated that they
would return to work today,

By John Ridding in Seoul

HYUNDAI Heavy Industries,
South Korea's largest ship-
builder, faces a strike after

i workers voted for a work stop-

‘page over the arrest of several

| of trade union leaders.

' The strike, which is sched-
:uled to begin tomorrow, will be
‘the largest sp far this year, and
ithreatens to disrupt the rela-
'tive peace of the current wage
rbargainlng round. Over the
‘last three ym South Korea's
‘economy has been badly

! affected by industrial unrest.

! Workers representatives at

Hyundal Heavy Industries,
{which is part of the H
'Group. Korea's second
i conglomerate, decided to strike
;following the arrest on Friday
‘of Mr Woo Ki Hah, the union
ivice chairman. Mr Woo was
.standing in for Mr Lee Young
; Hyun, the union chairman who
hh&self amstoid in Febru-
lary on the charge of organising
lan illegal work slowdown.
i Hyundai’s union said yester-
jday that it will go ahead with
‘the strike unless the
ﬁnst thed 1txhr1ion leaders arle
pped and the company apol-
 ogises for the incident. -
A spokesman for the Federa-

f;\rrests prompt N
strike at Hyundai
Heavy Industries

-24-4-5¢

tion of Korean Trade Unions
said that the arrests refiected
the Government's tougher
stance on industrial relations.
Leaders of several other trade
unjons have been detained for
industrial actions deemed ille-
gal under South Korea’s trade
union laws,

Hyundai said yesterday that
the threatened strike would
also be illegal because the
union has not given the
re%”uired 15 days notice to the

ur Ministry. eI-‘llovl;ever, t;;he
company express ope that
the strike could be averted.

So far the Government’s
tougher industrial relations
policy has been successful. The
number of labour disputes in
the first quarter fell by almost
80 per cent over the same
period last year and pay.
increases averaged 7 per cent
compared with 15.5 per cent in
the first three months of 1989.

An analyst at the Korea.
Labour Institute said that the
Industrial peace also reflected
a loss of public support for
strikes and high wage
because of a slowdown in
Korea's economic growth rate
and a fall in exports.

© ending a tHFEPPWORK' strik
over the appolntment of a new
l pres ident.

The strike at Hyundai Heavy
Industries was the biggest so
, far this year and followed a

N relanvely peaceful period in
"industrial relations. It made
the business community
increasingly nervous and the
South Korean stock market

recorded its second biggest’

daily fall on-Saturday, losing
almost 4 per cent of its value
on fears that industrial unrest
could spread, bringing the loss
for the year 8o far to more than
20 per cent.

The swift suppression of the

strike reflects the tougher gov-
ernment line on industrial rela-
tions and the poor industrial
relations record of the Hyundai
Group.

President Roh Tae Woo
warned last week that strikes,
which have caused severe eco-
nomic disruption over the last
three years, threatened social
stability and would not be tol-
erated in the current spring
wage bargalning round.
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increased with 25 pct. Workers draw about $ 185,- monthly, women only $ 120,- to

$ 160,-. In industry the average hourly wage is $ 1,55 against $ 2,33 in Singapore.
In 1986 the working-week was mostly 54,3 hours against 47,4 in Taiwan. Not before
1988 a minimum wage of $ 120,- will be introduced. In the iron- and steel industry
in South-Korea the cost of labour of cne ton steel is § 25,- against § 132,- in
Japan and § 164,- in the USA; in the car-industry the hourly cost of labour in
South-Korea is $ 3,- against $ 18,- in Japan and $ 24,- in the USA 14). Sure, in
recent years the material position of the workers had became a little bit better,
but the class-differencies now are greater.

These are the reasons for the unknown and unespected fighting spirit and mili-
tancy of the South-Korean workers. Cbserving that the government would admit
same changes, they immediately expressed their feelings and demands. And that
was a general demand because of the reality that they worked for many years for
hunger wages. In the course of the struggle there cbviocusly was samething more
than the demand for payrise anly. The minds changed as a consequence of their
experiences. The South-Korean workers no longer are the small farmers of the past,
nor are they any longer the children of those farmers, steeped in capitalist tradi-
tions. The proess of capitalist production has weakened the links with the past,
the recent struggles have definitively destroyed them. One of the most important
papers of the Western ruling class clearly understood what was going on in South-
Korea, when writing:

"The South-Korean workers are realising themselves that they form

a certain force and this is a campletely new feeling for them. But
the movement is still spontanious for most of the time, without

any real direction and without any control, what involves the danger
that things will get out of control" 15) - .

This can only mean, that in South-Korea just like in any country workers are
a potential danger in a society which is their labours fruit. It is one of the
clearest marks of the class~-conflict in this country. Capitalism doesn't end
in Westermn—Europe, North-America, Japan, Australia or the countries of Eastern-
Eurcpe. The so-called Third-World today is marked by the contradiction between
capital and labour. Even in countries where the bourgeois revolution didn't yet
take place and where none of the bourgeois political rights exist, workers struggle
for their own class interests.

14) le Monde from 25-8-'87.
15) Idem.

- Courtille J.F.: *Citrofn CGT union (Paris XVeme) from 1964 up to 1972".

- David Bruno: "The anarchist movement in May-June 1968’.

- Véronique Faburel: *The JCR from April 66 up to June 68’ (trotskyst group).

- P. Bourrinet: "The Dutch left communist current (1907-1950) - from Tribunism to Councilism’.

Theorie Communiste (C. Charrier, BP 2318, 13213 Marseille Cedex 12) Concerning the analysis of
this group, sec especially Echanges no 53. Chapters of a recent theoretical work include: The prole-
tariat: the dissolution of the existing conditions as the movement itself of these existing conditions -
The class situation of the proletariat definc the content of communism - The proletariat as a
negation of property, of division of labour, of value and exchange, of classes. (This text might be re-
viewed later.)

L’Aube Internationaliste (c/o Libraire 'Herbe Rouge, 1 bis rue d’Alesia, 75014 Paris) No 12/Aug-
Oct. 89: Spcial revolution or bourgeois revolution - The soviet China of the 20s (an article from Bi-
lan, journal of Italian bordigists in the 30s). (L’Aube Internationaliste participates with other groups

in 'Revue Interpationale du Mouvement Communiste’, a journal which has not been scen at the

* Echanges address.)

L'unisme (Le Frondeur, BP 105, 94402 Vitry sur Seine Cedex) No 4/Oct-Dec 89: Chronique of the
passing time - Nazism for the 21st century - Towards acommon research on the question of money
and labour. No 5/Jan-March 90: Principles of a distributive cconomy - On the Intifada: Delenda est
Israel - Nothing new in East Europe - Federalism and synarchy.

Commission Prison-Repression (BP 163, 75463 Paris Cedex 10) Various documents about the Clair-
vaux mutiny, on the prison El Acebuche (Almeria, Spain - political prisoners), Cavales’ letter (Sept
89). Also available a pamphlet on the trial of the Clairvaux mutineers: *La prison en accusation’.

Interrogations pour la communauté humaine (c/o LS, BP 243, 75564 Paris Cedex 12) Dec 89:
About women struggles and the feminist movement - Discussion about the positions of Interroga-
tions on the class struggle. (People interested can ask for the various texts concerning this discussi-
on. People who don’t read French should know that a number of Interrogations texts are available in

English.)

Perspective Internationaliste - Journal of the External Fraction of the L.C.C. (Destryker, BP 1181,
Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium) No 14/3rd quarter 89: Order reigns in Beijing - Class
struggle in the 80s - Theses on Gorbachev - Obituary of G. Munis - A critique of the new journal
"Mouvement Communiste’ - Correspondence on ‘intervention’ - Battaglia Comunista: International-
ist, of course, but not too much. No 15: Poland: Solidaruosc unveil its face - Strikes in Russia: Pere-
stroika going the wrong way - Islamic fundamentalism: religious fanatism is encouraged by the state
- China: where are the workers struggles? - Correspondence: how classes recompose with state capi-
talism - Report of a mecting with the Communist Bulletin group.

Les Cahiers du Doute (Thirion, BP 117, 75866 Paris Cedex 20) No 3/June 89: An introduction pre-
sents this issue and explains that it contains articles which have not been discussed by the group and
that one of them brought a polemical discussion in such a way that the existence of the group itself is
threatened. The first part is a kind of interview with Paul Mattick junior on the crisis and cconomic
problems of capitalism in 1987; it was put up to date and is a good description of present difficulties
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of western capital and of all attempts to escape a total lack of control through day to day measures
to avoid wrecking the boat. We could have boped for a deeper and more theoretical approach but,
as it is, "it is a text looking for stimulating critical thinking and pushing to think more’.

The second text 'Coordinating Committees facing syndicalism’ is far more controversial. All along
the attempt to analyse the recent struggles in France, there is an underground development of the
idea of something 'closc to the spirit which pushed the first revolutionary unions’, which *could take
the form of a new rise of a radical syndicalism®. This consideration prevents the author to go deeper
into the real function of syndicalism, limiting the criticism to its present integration in the system.
(Some facts are described as recent phenomenons though they have existed for more than forty ye-
ars in France and so can’t give support to an explanation of the syndicalist decline.) There are some
pages attempting to explain the form taken by the recent strikes in France; though tainted with some
sociological dyeing, they are a better approach than the developments on the syndicalist spirit. Ne-
vertheless they stop half way because they don’t try to bring a relationship with the transformation
of the productive structures which could explain as well the decadence of syndicalism.

The text *Some theses on extreme right, crisis, authoritarism and fascism’ contains a lot of good re-
marks on the situation of *foreign workers’ presently in France and place the rise of the National
Front in its real context. Even if we can discuss some of its assertions, even if we can regret a short
cut conclusion, it is a good document as it is far from the black and white discussions we could usu-
ally find on these matters. > ,

*Argentina 85 is a short text and interviews on state terrorism in the Argentinian military dictators-
hip and how forgetfulness and self repression are necessary to the strengthening of democracy’.

EAST GERMANY
Echanges material

Some material on East Germany can be found in Echangcs no 13 and 39. Thc following material is
also available from Echanges:

- "L’insurrection ouvritre cn Allemagne de PEst juin 1953 - lutte de classe contre le bolchevisme®,
by Cajo Brendel. This is a slightly altered version of a pamphlet published only a few weeks after the

1953 uprising by the Dutch group Spartacusbond. (Reprint of the English edition is ia preparation.) -

One of the few available texts on this event.

- In French and German, the report from an Echanges meeting in 1983 wnth material and discussions
about East Germany, Poland and China.

- "Des grossen Planes Stimm und Gang’. Blldungplanung als Illusnon a 215 pages book by T, San-
der. From a brief presentation of this book in Echanges no 39: *The book shows how the social sys-
tem develops in East Germany .. the plan with it’s different forms (short, medium and long term) is
so absurd that the East German economy would perform better without a plan at all in following it's
natural tendencies. Everybody recognises today the existence of a blockage in the Eastern countries
but very few.try to explain the actual causes and their basis. This work brings out the very core of
this problem: the actual development of East German society in it’s specific form, a society where
class antagonisms prevail. From this point most of the problems become clear, even the fact that the
top people sabotage their own plan systematically.. *,
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sation, the "Industrial, Municipal Mission". For years and years, this organisation
tried to mobilize and radicalize the workers and usually the workers had become
the victims. This protestant organisation was tightly linked with the political
opposition 12).

In a quite different way one could cbserve during the strike-wave that the worker
were acting as an autonamous class, namely by the fact that the middle—class demo-
crats were clearly hostile to their action as soon as they realised that they could
not get the workers to do the democrat's work for them. One of the most important
candidates for the pmsidenc&, Kim Young-Sam, declared right at the beginning of the
struggles: "Social chaos wil give the anti-democratic forces a pretext to prevent
democratisation”.

Kim wanted to express his fear that the ammy would intervene and prevent that
he would cbtain the very good job of a president. When the struggles went on and
the workers increased violence, the political opposition more and more dissociated
itself. "This- time is crucial®, a speaker of the opposition said in the first week
of Septenber. "The nation is moving towards democratic reforms and violence can be
a poor excuse to stop it." The opposition urged on the government to trace the
"instigators” of the violence and to punish them 13).

In the opening of this article we pointed to the promise of the South-Korean
president for more democratic freedom as the immediate cause of the strike movement,
which spread like an oillslick. However the real and essential cause of couwrse were
the poor materiale conditions of life of the South-Korean workers.

"Within one generation Korea changed from a rural 'sodiety of poor -
peasants into an urban society, producing consumer-goods and with
a well developped infra-structure and an inportant export capacity.
The country was able to cbtain this, thanks to American military
protection, econamic support fram abroad and a formidable effort of
its own. Under protection of different authorirarion governments and
backed by practically unlimited state-support, private companies dis-
covered the road to econamic growth and export, based on low wages.
The koreanians proved to be prepared to mske very long working-days
- the averige working-week has 54,8 hours, the longest in the world -
and to accept the extortion of union rights."

So the leading liberal Dutch daily. We thinks, that Korean workers were not so

much prepared to accept low wages and poor union rights butwere forced to acceot
very bad conditions. 0

Figures, especialle when compared with figures from other countries, tell a
lot about working-conditions. In South-Korea since 1980 productivity increased

with 150 pct, wages however with 40 pct. only. During the last two years profits

12) Le Monde® fram 25-8-1987,
13) NRC/Handelsblad from 7-9-'87.
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The government feared that the new séruggles of the shipyardworkers would inspire
workers in oiber factories. For this reason it decides to intervene in a forceful way
Early in the morning of Thursday September 3 the police stormed the dortories of
those workers who were not married, were living in the factorie. About 70 of them
were arrested and charged with the responsability to the choas in the city,
the other day. The same morning elsewhere in the city a striker was killed by
the lorry of a driver who was probably drunk. The worker who was killed quarded
a stade in which 20.000 shipyard-workers attended a meeting during the night.

Furious because of his dead and also to reinforce their wage-demands 13.000 workers
then occupied the Hyundai~-shipyard. Other workers marched through the city with
forklifttrucks, breakdownlorries and other heavy materials. The coffin with the
corps of their dead fellow-worker was carried by the crowd when the mass went to

the company's office. There the windows were snashéd, tyvewriters, photocopy machiner
and office fumiture was wrecked. They likewise set fire an same busses and cars

and blocked a motorway with 6 lanes not far from the yard. "We want higher wages!",
they scanned. »

About 500 workers also stormed a touristhotel opposite to the shipyard, but they
were expelled from it by the police. When the volice, in its turn, tried to stomm
the yard, it was driven back by the workers. Same time after that the yard was
vacated voluntarily and then, on Saturday Septenber 5, the management closed it
indefinitely to let cool things down. Next Monday about 6.000 workers occupied the
Hyundai-yard again.

At last the conflict was solved on Septenber 22 after the management promised
a wage increase of about 14 pct. The company promised also to do its best to get
free about 30 members of the new formed union who were under arrest. About 4 oct.

of the workers refused to go back to work. We have no information about their
reasons, nor do we know what happened in detail.

Of course, the above is only a small part of what can be told. We only described
the most characteristic events. Anyhow, it's undeniable that the struggles have
been on a mass scale and of a clear autoncmous character. When on strike, the
workers did choose and follow their own way, not influenced by vanguard-groups.

One of the only very scare moment that there was a sort of a link between workers
and not-workers was during the demonstration of workers and students on the campus
of the Koje university on August 24 after the death of the shipyard-worker Lee Suk-K:
Any other moment the workers carefully kept a distance towards that sort of people
as one can see hy the following example. :

In the city of Inchan a ball-bearing factory was occupied since August 12, At
the gate a banner was hanged with the text: "We refuse any intervention from outside
To explain these words, the workers stated that they didn't want any radical organi-
sation meddling in their struggle. In this case they refered to a protestant organi-

“ 5
The early period of East Germany
Probably the best book on this period, and onc we can recommend with few reservations, is by Ben-
10 Sarel - published many years ago in French and German. The original title is "La classe ouvriere
en Allemagne orientale” - the scope of this study and the period it covers is better indicated by the
title of the German edition: "Arbeiter gegen den 'Kommunismus’. Zur Geschichte des proletari-
schen Widerstandes in desr DDR (1945-1958)". Sarel does not only, and not even primarily, deal with
events like the 1953 uprising or other open struggles. His starting point is the confrontation of the
working class with the new production relations in the factories from 1945 onwards. The resistance
of the workers starts in the various departments of the factories, against the (capitalist) organisation
of production and the Taylorist methods, a struggle against work norms and for higher wages. Gi-
ving an account of all kinds of struggle, resistance and conflicts ranging from resistance against de-
mands for increased productivity and discipline to the 1953 uprising, Sarel points to what was
haunting all the East European state capitalist countries: a widespread proletarian 'refusal’, a non-
productivist attitude of the workers, their struggle against the work.

AUSTRALIA
1989 pilots strike .

Some relevant background information on Australia can be found in Echanges no 54. The analysis of
the strike we publish in this issuc is from an Echanges contact in Australia. A chronology of the stri-
ke has been provided by an Echanges comrade.

INDIA

In a section on India in Echanges no S5, we noted the appearance of a number of 'revolutionary
groups’ in India, some of them more or less linked to western groups like ICC (International Com-
munist Current) and CWO/IBRP (Communist Workers Organisation/International Bureau for the
Revolutionary Party).

We further pointed out two things:

- The difficulty in getting a right idea of class struggle and social/economic conditions in this country
- information and analysis about this is seldom provided by the above mesntioned and similar groups;
- That these new groups and their western contacts appcar to engage mainly in the same ideological
debates and quarrels that the latter have had going between themselves for more than ten years and
that the material relating to India in the journals of these western groups will mainly be about these
debates or other ideological/theoretical questions - at the expense of providing information and ana-
lysis of social struggles and the social and economic conditions which these struggles are a conse-
quence of.

We are not surprised that since we wrote this, things bave turned out just like we guessed. To illus-
trate our point of view with just one example: whereas no 47 of the CWO paper 'Workers Voice’
contains just a few, and not very informative, lines about a strike of dockers in India, a recent issue
of the IBRP journal ’Communist Review' contains a long article by the group Lal Pataka on "Bourge-
ois barbarity in China: Another face of capitalist decadence’.

The organisational and political affiliations of the new groups in India are more or less settled.
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Communist Internationalist has become a "candidate member’ of the ICC. Lal Pataka is 8 member of
the IBRP. Kamunist Kranti participates together with the Mexican group 'Comunismo’ and the
French groups "Communisme ou Civilisation’, "L’ Aube Internationaliste’ and L'Union Proletaricnne’
in a project putting out the journal *Revae Internationaliste du mouvement Communiste’ - a kind of
semi-bordigist project occupied with the ’basic, general communist positions’ and formation of a
*world communist party’. (This journal is available in French, German and Spanish - the address is:
RIMC, BP 11, 75965 Paris Cedex 20, France. Addresses of the groups in India are found in Echan-
ges no 55.) .

India was discussed at a recent meeting of comrades actively involved with Echanges. Contrary to
the western left communist groups’ choice of what kind of India material to fill their pages with and
their proclamations about the historical importance of the formation of groups of a handful of per-
sons in a country with a population of around 800 million, we are interested jn material about and
from India dealing with class struggles and social conditions, and help from readers in this respect
will be welcome. India can be seen as almost as important as China, having a large population and
some industrial development and with widespread class conflicts - but with an economic develop-
ment, a class structure and conditions for the class struggle very diffcrent from bere in the west. To-
gether with neighboring China, India has more than half of the worlds population, but bardly anyone
on ’'the left’ is talking about India. An article which can de recommended is found in no 9 of the
journal 'Midnight Notes’: Resistance to the plan has been beavy. The Class struggle of the Green
Revolution in India. (Echanges might make use of this article later on - those interested in the me-
antime can write to: Midnight Notes, Box 204, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, USA).

Prior to this Echanges meeting, we had rcceived two texts in English from Kamunist Kranti: "Wor-
kers jam railways’ and ’Kamunist Kranti's Theory and Practice’.

We choost to publish the former, which is from the March 1989 issue of the KK paper "Faridabad
Samachar’ (Faridabad Workers News). Faridabad, where KK is based, is a city around 60 kilometers
from Delhi, with much small and medium scale industry (like soap factories, production of motorcy-
cle parts, etc.) but no large scale industry. 'F.M.S.” is a monthly, 4 page paper in the Hindi language,
aimed at the working class and with the subtitle *a paper of struggle’. .

The workers actions described in the article took place in Kanpur, a large city and industrial centre
in the north of India. The article says that they hope to publish more about these events in a later is-
sue of 'F.M.S.’, but as far as we know, this hasn't been done. Material about the 1977 massacre of
Kanpur workers mentioned in the article, can be found in Echanges no 16.

In connection with this article, we also publish a critical comment from a Dutch comrade, in the
form of a letter to KK. To understand also the last part of the Dutch comrade’s letter, we must men-
tion the text ’Kamunist Kranti’s Theory and Practice’, which ends with the following formulations:
"While optimistically looking forward to new *sparks of communist consciousness’ that the spontane-
ous movement of the working class may give rise to, we work for

1.....

2. The formation of a non-hierarchical world communist party to help pool global resources for the
overthrow of capitalism.

3. The formation of a revolutionary group in India - ..

Presently we do not fulfil even the minimum requirements of a group’.

RH 3/90

55

The funeral of lee Suk-Kyu presented manyproblems: the authorities feared violenc:
and fabricated pretexts for a delay. Zbout 1000 fellowworkers locked the Monday
after his death the moratorium and so prevented an autopsy, fearing that if so,
the government would disguise the real cause of his death. According to several
doctors, he died because shellfragments pierced his right lung and his liver 10).

The political opposition tried to make use of the funeral for its own purpose,
as means to protest against the governmment, to show that it didn't want a real
democracy. At that moment however it wasn't yet clear if the workers would join in
this gare. The (political) opposition had called up for a national general strike
on Tuesday 25th of August as a protestation against the death of the shipyard-
worker on the very day of his funeral.

Around the hospital there were permanently many workers waiting for information
about the date of the funeral. There were also policeforces in large nummer. The
tension was great. The shipyardworkers were asking for the dismissal of the minister
of the Intefior, a public apology of the government and a payrise of 30 pct. They
refused to hand over the body as long as their demands were not admitted. One
moment, the police tried to carry the corps out of the hospital, The workers pre-
vented this. Next day, Thursday 27, they got most of what they were asking for, so
they consented the funeral. They got a wage-increase of 23 pct. The minister didn't
resign however but he expressed his regret.

The attenpts of the political opposition to use the shipyardworker's death for it
own purpose failed for the greater part. Partly because the police interfered with
the memorial meetings the opposition had organized and at the other hand because
the South-Korean workers didn't respond to the strike-call for the day of the
funeral 11).

At the end of August 20.000 to 30.000 workers of the Hyundai-shipyard in Ulsan
started a go-slow-strike. Previously, on August 20, the conflict there was solved
by the mediation of a undersecretary of state. The unions, formed by the workers,
had been recognised and the company had promised to consider the wage claims.

But now the workers wanted to exercise a pressure again on behalf of a payrise of
25 pct. There were sit-ins and demonstrations in the city. Same windows of the
townhall were smashed and some care were set on fire.

10) International Herald Tribune from 24'8-'87
11) International Herald Tribune fram 27-8-'87 and fram 29/30-8-'87.
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Ir. Ulsan again and again there were demonstrations of thousands of workers who
collected in the local stade and then marched through the city, cheered by a large
nunber of spectators. One of these demonstrations had begon after a meeting on the
Hyundai shipyard in which 18.000 workers tock part. The processicn was proceeded
by lorries. During the march the number of demonstraters increased up to 40,000.
When they run up against a barricade with 2.000 policemen, all the demonstrator
sat down jn the ground. During the march there were cries favouring free unions
and asking for the retreat of the South-Korean president. On August 17th about 500
workers stommed the of a leader of an official trade-union 6).

The 40.000 workers who tock part in the demonstrations on Monday August 17 and
Tuesday August 18 went back to wark after the ‘teading of a'mediation provosal by
the wndersecretary of labour Han Jin-Hee in the name of the government. He did so
in stade just outside Ulsan, where 20,000 workers were present. The demand for a
pay-rise of 25 pct. would be conceded and a union, founded by the workers was
recognised as an interlocutor. "Its tYery important to solve the prcblems at Hyundai
in a peaceful way", a speaker fram the Ministry of Trade in Seoul declared 7).

On August 20 the minister of Labour mediated when 18.000 busdrivers in Seoul
thretened to go on strike over a wageconflict. A payrise of 11 pct. was granted.
A .omer agreement, with which the official trade-union cbtained a pay-rise of 10 pct
had been rejected furiously. The official trade-union had asked for 28 pct, the
management had offered 4,5 pct. 8).

In the evening of Saturday August 22 the workman Lee Suk-Kyu from the Daewoo
shipyard on the isle of Koje, employing 15.000 workers, died on the age of 22, after
he had been stuck by a teargas shell of the policeforce. The shipyard was on strike
because of wageclaims and the management had answered by closing the yard on August
21. Next day, the workers tried to break a police cordon arcund a hotel where at
that moment same principal executives should be. About 100 workers broke through
the cordon and searched the hotelrooms. The just named young worker was deadly struck
in the battle. A workers comuittee declared that he would be buried on a cimetary
where more victims of the terror of the authorities were buried, for instance 99
victims of the 1980 upheavels. The monday after his dead there was a common demon-
stration of workers and students on the campus in Koje. This was the first common
action of workers and students. Up to that mament, the workers always firly opposed
any attempt of the students to link up with the workers' movement 9) .

9) Libé&ration from 24-8-'87.

Workers jam railways

"Thirtyfive thousand workers in Kanpur jammed railways on the 22nd February 1989. Every day after
working their shifts in the textile mills, ten thousand workers used to squat on the rail tracks. Only
after the arrival of one shift would workers from another shift leave the rail tracks. Only after the
government had accepted the workers’ demands did they vacate the rail tracks on the 27th february.
For five days the workers did not allow any train to pass through Kanpur. During this period the go-
vernment had to cancel 100 trains that pass through Kanpur every day.

Take a look at a news item in a national daily, "The Indian Express’, on the 27th February:

*The rail roko (stopping of trains) by textile workers is unique in many respects. The workers have
become leaders and the leaders of the established trade unions have been playing second fiddle.".
This magnificent movement of the workers in Kanpur has many valuable lessons for us. Here we will
discuss some of its aspects and we hope to give some more material about it in the next issuc.
Kanpur workers have shown us clearly that the whole of capital’s machinery is *one thing’ and at the
time of struggle workers should strike at this machinery’s vuloerable and important parts. The rail-
Wway ministry’s propaganda was that the textile workers struggle was against the textile mill manage-
ment - they should not drag the railways into their conflict. But the workers refused to Listen to this
capitalist nonsensc and the result was a workers® victory. This whole machinery - police, military,
courts, parliament, local bodies - is the workers’ encmy.

This time Kanpur textile workers also chose a good time for their movement. On the 6th of Decem-
ber 1977, the Janata Party government slaughtered more than 150 workers through indiscriminate
police firing on workers inside the Kanpur Swadeshi Cotton Mill - at that time the Janata Party was
popular and the slaughter of hundreds of workers didn'g create much stir. But this time the govern-
ment didn’t implement its contingency plan to clear the rail tracks. The Congress Party government
also has no qualm in shedding workers’ blood, but this is election year - bloodshed at this time
would cost the ruling party dearly in the voters’ game. Instead of becoming cheerboys in the capita-
list clection circus, the workers should accelerate struggles for their demands. This alone is the wor-
kers’ correct path at the time of capitalist elections.

The Indian Express news item that said that the workers themselves became leaders and pushed the
trade union leaders to the sidelines, also said that the trade unions made repeated appeals to clear
the rail tracks and let the trains pass, but the workers did not pay any heed to them. And we repeat:
the result is a workers’ victory. So workers, lead yourselves in marching forwards, don’t follow
middlemen. .
Struggle, struggle with leadership in their own hands, blows against the enemy’s vulnerable parts,
and becoming disrupters in capitalist electoral dramas - these lessons of the Kanpur textile workers
successful railway jamming workers are lessons for all workers.

The brave textile workers of Kanpur bave pushed back one capitalist attack through the jamming of
the railways movement. But capitalist attacks on the workers will certainly increase, because they

"are a product of the capitalist system’s crisis, and these crisis will increase. Will the Kanpur workers

alone be able to deal with those attacks? Even otherwise, the basic problems of Kanpur's textile
workers remain. Proletarian revolution alone can solve these problems of the workers. For the wor-
king class unity which is necessary for this, will the brave workers of Kanpur come forward?

(+) The unions had agreed to the constitution of a tribunal and its award; that meant increased
workloads and retrenchment of 10-12 thousand workers in the ten texile mills in Kanpur (nine go-
vernment owned). The workers demand was: Scrap the tribunal award’,



Letter to Kamunist Kranti from a Dutch comrade:

Dear friends,

As one being in close contact with *Echanges’, I've been able to note the contents of the article
"Warkers jam railways’ .. I was, like all of us, interested in (be struggle in question.. What struck me
most in the account was the guotation from "The Indian Express’ in which it was told that the textile
workers 'have become the leaders, and the leaders of established trade unions bave been playing se-
cond fiddle’. Further on there is said more o this aspect, informing the reader that the trade union
*made repeated appeals to clear the rail tracks® and that 'the workers did not pay any head to them’,
resulting in a workers’ victory.

To me, and to many others who think like me - the collaborators of 'Echanges’ among them - all this
is very familiar. For many years the reality of class struggle in modern capitalist socicty has taught us
that workers, defending their interests in opposition to the interests of the ruling class(es), from a
certain level of capitalist development onward, are irrevocably forced to fight for themselves and by
themselves. The same reality has shown clearly enough that trade unions are an institution of capita-
list society as regulators of the labour market. It's for this reason that we ceaselessly point out the
meaning and importance of autonomous and spontaneous workers’ struggles, i.c. that very sort of
struggles in which workers take the lead and the union lcadership plays a subordinate role or no role
at all.

Seeing things like this, 'm convinced that socially vanguard groups, which in this way or another
want to take the lead, want to tell (always as outsiders) what workers shotild do, who hold themsel-
ves ready for "instruction’, asc an anachronism, not to say an obstruction to successful struggle. And
what counts for vanguard groups, counts for trade unions and political parties, whatever their cha-
racter and ideology.

The questions I want to ask you rise from the above point of view.

1. Why, twice in the text I'm dealing with, do you emphatically point out what the workers should de,
instead of explaining and analysing how their attitude and the very forms of their struggle are direct-
ly related to the present form of capitalist conditions and production relations?

2. Why are you working for the *formation of 2 world communist party’?

In my (or our) view (be it hicrarchical or non-hicrarchical) is a form of organisation which is linked
to bourgeois so'ciety and as such completely unfit for the overthrow of capitalism. Maybe you take
the view that such a party is an appropriate tool for stimulating "class consciousness’. However, we
don't think that this so-called "class consciousness’ is the precondition of a revolutionary bebaviour
or of any action of the working class. Practice bas taught us that *class consciousness’ far from being
such a precondition, on the contrary always is a consequence of the class struggle. So we would ap-
preciate your answers on these questions and any comment from you on my remarks.

CB 3/90.

PORTUGAL

Extracts from a letter from a Portuguese friend during a visit back to her country carly in 1990;

*.tell you about the sad conditions of the Portuguesc economy. These aren’t real news since the
same had happened to Ireland and Greece long before. This economy is based here on prices out of
control, some already much higher than anything one finds in the US. The minimum salary is never-

[ I
workers were put on the stage by a mass-movement. On August 12th, the Korean Ministr:

of Labour no longer could tell the neither the number of strikes, nor the number of

- strikers. At a rough estimate, on the very mament more than 40.000 Workers had walkec

out. But not only the large mmber of strikers was flagrant, but also the camplete
autonamous character of their struggle. This was not anly due to the fact that the
existing unions were dominated by the bosses and by the government, but there were
other easons for it too. We'll deal with them further on.

In the most important coal district on August 12th 24.000 miners were on strike,
spread over 18 wolleries. In the port town of Pusan on August 1lth, 600 to 1000
seaman, making a living as fishermen, broke into a large number of offices. They
threw the furniture. computers, thelephones, etcetera, through the windows. As the
police came into action, they fled to the sea, One week earlier about 150 miners
blocked an important througroad in the industrial town of Changwon with forklifttruc

Up to August 12th the strikes had cost a production- and export loss of about
200 million dollar 3). On August 12th thére were strikes in at least 226 factories;
two days earlier this numer was 192, according to the police. Coal output had faller
back to the half. All the five big South-Korean carfactories came to a standstill
on Wednesday August 12th, either by a strike in the factory itself, or by lack of
campanents, caused by strikes in supply industries 4).

A reliable information about the extend of the strikewave doesn't exist, for
instance because at one moment an agreemeént was reached and then there was another
strike elsewhere.

In several cities the workers stormed the offices of the management and occupiec
them in spite of violent assault of the police. On August 16th about 700 miners
and their families (wamen and children, very little ones too as could be seen
cn pictures in the media) broke down the barricades , raised on a railwaybridge
as the direction of Tongwon-collerie admitted a bonus increase. These miners and
their families had been fighting for three days against 1500 policemen at this
bridge and in the district 5). '

In the inportant industrial town of Ulsan mid-August 20,000 workers of the

Hyundai-concern gave battle with the police. (Hyunday includes not only a very

big shipyard, but also one of the most important carfactories of the country and
is producing various other products too). The workers occupied the factories and
the shipyards after the downstroke of the steel gates as a protest against the
fact that the management refused their admittance to the factory grounds when they
threatened to strike if they should not get a pay increase and an independant trade
union. Earlier in August workers threatened the big boss of this concern, but he

escaped. The day after the battle the under-secretary of Labour went to Ulsan to
rediate,

3) NRC/Handelsblad, 12-8-87.
4) Intemational Herald Tribune, 13-8-87.
S) Idem, 17-8-87.
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Act and Thought - Novenber 1987.

theless only around $200. Oid people, some are paid pensions of no more than $120 and others just a
THE WOR KERS”S STRUGGLE IN SouUTH-KOREA bit more. A teacher of the secondary school makes at his or her best month (Chrisun.as) SI(LK.)O. !-‘?c-
tory workers, their salaries vary but you can guess and even lawyers and doctors, without ties with
government and big business, have to work a lot to keep up their status.

-

In August and Septenber of this year South-Korea has been the scene of violent

class conflicts. Most of them had an autonamwous character and very often the workers
passed the bounderies of traditional forms of struggle. In this article we will HEALTH SECTOR
i att':ex'u-_ion t? i cou:.cse o = . i e & Syl e tion of In no 59 and 60 Echanges has published material about some struggles in this sector (UK, Holland,
its origins, we'll likewise try to explain the fact that such a developed form of Belgium) as well as some remarks concerning the possibility of finding some common factors behind

workers' struggle occurs in a country like South- » which displays in many bealth sector developments and struggles in various countries. More material will follow about Hol-
respects the marks of a third-world-country. land, and France as part of a text analysing coordination committees. Other countries with move-

. - ments in this sector are Germany, Sweden, Australia, USA, Mexico and Canada, but for many
The immediate cause were big demonstrations in June, mainly of students suppor- countries we have too little material. Echanges is considering a project/pamphlet about the heaith

ted by the middle-classes. At stake in this political movement was 'more democracy'. scctor, and any help from readers will be appreciated concerning material about not only strikes and
During many years South-Korea is governed by a soldier who seized power by means of more ‘open’ struggles, but also about conditions in general.

a coup d'état. since, normal liberties of the bourgeois democracy have been repealec )

On the other hand, the econamic freedom for the ruling class is tremendous, as cne
can see from the explosive growth of the South-Korean economy in recent years.

BELGIUM

Comunismo - Paper in Spanish of Groupe Communiste Internationaliste (BP 54, BXL 31, 1060
IS protess Eratlicusiofithe iat €sjhad Eie usnal. o stimass - Bruxclles) No 26; Struggles and proletarian revolts - Argentina - The proletariat in the democratic

strations, ending most of the time in very violent battles with the police in the paradise - Liberation and national socialism equals bourgeois state terrorism.
streets. The students showed to be well disciplined, the police adopted the same Summary in Spanish of the contents of all published issues.
rigorous measures as everywhere. In July a grouw of American doctors examined the :

effects produced by the abundant use of tear-gas by the Korean policeforce, During

the demonstrations against the goverrment from June 10-27 more than 20.000 teargas- CANADA

shells were fired. Lasting results are known, such as: damage to the eyes and wounds Demolition Derby (CP 1554, Succ B, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3B 3L.2) First (and free) issuc of

caused by the explosion. One student has been killed as a shell exploded near his a journal of revolutionary theory and analysis’. Though feeling no particular attachment to 'society’,

head 1). D.D. continues to affirm community as the negation of capital: - Totality and the Totality - Questio-

: : . ning ecology (translation from the French group Interrogations) - What is society - Libertarian mu-

Under the pressure of these demonstrations and under heavy pressure from the nicipalism: gimme a break! - The ‘Bufc-ooneries’ continue: a response to Chaz Bufé’s *Primitive

American government, the Korean goverrment entered into negociations with the Thoughts’ and to the Miscry of Anarcho-Syndicalism (a very long discussion between the different

opposition in an attempt to stop the protests. The result was that at the end of June present tendencics in the anarchist movement).

the South-Korean president promised that there would be presidential elections,

that a new constitution would be drafted and that a large number of political prisone USA
would be released. The feelings of the middle class could be deduced fram the progres
of the Stock-Exchange tions: mid-June they had zpproximately risen 20% 2). - Black & Red (.P.O. Box 02374, Detroit, Michigan 48202) We have received a catalogue of books and
o . _ pamphl_els available from this publisher who have issued high quality printed material for almost two
With these promises the mid?le-class was partly satisfied. Then, campletely decades. A lot of this will be well known to Echanges readers but we find it worth reminding about
unexpected, the workers intimated that they too wanted certain things. In many . somc of the publications available from Black & Red: Brinton: *The Bolsheviks and workers con-
places they spantaniously went on strike for payrise and for the building of free "-OI:; Gr;lgic:;rﬁerl:n::: '\\forker-‘studenl action committecs. France May 68°.; C. Pacosz: "Some
frada-thichs. Thé Etrikas spread so quidkly that in'a fou Giyd Ghe A Hpain of winded, asts’; Negation: "Lip and the selfmanaged counterrevolution’; A number of works by

Freddy Perlman (one of the founders of Black & Red - for an account of his life and activities see

of a spontanious movement of the rank-and-file.-After a couple of days there was no Echanges no 46): *The strait/The continuing appeal of nationalism/Against His-story, against Leviat-

longer a ztwike here and a strike there, but the uncomfortable feelings of the Korear

1)Internaticnal Herald Tribwne from July 24th, 1987,
2)Wall Street Journal from July 224, 1987,
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ban!/Incoberence of the intellectusl/Reproduction of everyday life/Revolt in socialist Yugoslavia® .

A number of the B&R titles arc or have béen distributed by Echanges also. Some of them might not -

be available from us at the, time of writing and readers in the US might anyway find it more conve-
nient to order from B&R. These titles include:

" - Anderson: "Hungary *56°.,
* Zerzan: *Organised labor versus ‘the revolt against work” (including the B&R pamphlet Mu-
nis/Zerzan: "Unions against revolution’. .
- Simon: "Poland 1980-82: Class struggle and the crisis of capital’.
- 'WILDCAT! Dodge Truck, June 1974".

Labor Notes (7435 Michigan Avenue, Detroit MI 48210)

No 126/Sept 89: Behind the UAW’s defeat at Nissan - Despite fines, Pittston strikers resume Civil
Disobedience - Eastern Airlines: an SOS few heard or heeded; Lorenzo leases Continental planes
.and crews to Eastern - Telephone workers strike in four offices of *Baby Bells’.

No 128/Nov-89: Pittston Miners strike - A new struggle arises against International Paper (the situa-
tion after the collapsing of two long strikes in two factories of this group) - Chaos at the top of the
Teamsters (sce previous Echanges issues) - Mexican steel workers occupy plant in challenge to con-
cessions and job loss - Union management study confirms high cancer death ratc at G.M./Lords-
town.

No 129/Dec 89: Pittston strikers’ writc-in campaign ousts twenty-year incumbent from Virginia State
House - Phone workers beat back bealth cuts at Nynex (Mobile pickets and garden parties kept
pressure éan scabs - oo a 100 days old strike against the regional phone company for New York and
New England) - Hospital workers win contract at strike deadline (New York City) - Boeing machi-
nists seck less overtime and more of company’s big bucks (given the impact the settlement will have
on oext year’s bargaining in acrospace and auto, the Bocing fight might be viewed as the first big
strike of the 90s) - On the new union tendency called New Directions’ - Teamster reformers back
Ron Carey in 1991 election (for General President) - Pressures mount on Canadian workers in wake
of Free Trade Agrecment. (On bocing strike, see Echanges no 62)

Support Report (Austin United Support Group, 711, 4th Avenue NE, Austin, MN 55912): 7/7/89 and
4/8/89: Hormel boycott continues. 1/9/8%: Revolt in Appalachia coal fields (on the Pittston miners
strike seen from the rank and file problems) - ABC: the growing menace to construction unions..
(The plan vrges ABC members to exploit the budget crisis in "union cities’ where officials are under
pressure to build new facilities and provide more services. In the cities targeted for expansion, it
calls for directing programs at owners who still build with union labour and a campaign to repeal
nay prevailing wage laws). -

Green Synthesis (League for Ecological Democracy, PO Box 1858, San Pedro, CA 90733) No 32/0ct

89: The youth greens - Discussion: is the Left Green Network really green? - Humanism and ecolo-
gy: The social ecology/deep ecology schism.

'The savage Victimisation of a grassroot activist”: This leaflet in English is an emergency. appeal to
collect the necessary funds to allow John Perotti, an IWW prison activist, to get an appeal against a
sentence which sent him practically in jail for life and presumably to death - R. Slaton, Secy, GCD
Local #1, POB 26381, OHIO 45426, or John Perotti, Emergency Appeal, c/o PHCI 11 Forth Street,
Edinburgh 1, UK.
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spinweasly cilent  abeut this, not azcidentally of courss. 2 menticng "o
Step Forwarnl" far pointing to quite differ<nts things as Lenin’s counet
with Pobespiarre and the ‘Montagne'. Blick. I think, is right in saying,
that Lenin's visw of the Jacobins was almost a romantic idealisation w!)iv:}:
chscured thefr soclal composition and hence :ontracictery celationship with
the major classes of the French Revolution. He is alsn right, desciibing
how the Jacobine disengaged themselves from their plebweian allies on-e *he
mecdezate republicans had heen driven from power. Blick has an eye for the
vesapiblance of the Jacobin attitude and that of the Belshevwils, The Jy-n-
biug paved the way for a new ruling class. The Bolshevike have been *he
germ of a new ruling class. This s why they ware mapipulatine: the Tozgian
wee er s and peasauts, just 'as once upoen a time the Tacoebhjus d.d wanipniite
the Fisnck poor. I'm not sure that Blick accounts tha fundamental levirie sie
charaytertof both soctof revolution for the reasen of this.

i have wmy Jdoubts, and they are brought about by hie wondeing that
such a rig)d eritic of leninism (i.e. Lenin's coaceptitone as dewelappud iy
"What Is To Be Dune®” and other wrilings of that neriml) as Lecn Tri-sky,
male l.is prace with Lenin in 1917. Rlick, quoting from mewory, 1 snpreaa,
comerits an srror. Trotshy's pamphlet in question js not eutitled "our §o-
litizal Tavks”., but "Our Pclitical Problems” {soe his unfinished Dhiog-aph
of Stalin, Londea, 1947 p. 62). Morecwver, I don't think thar Troateby in
this iast werll {8 separating Lenin from the Rolshevik party wa-hine, a
Elicli's interpretation runs. So, Tretsky's words theis avre not, whst
2allz "a clue to the mystery™. In my view, the lztter cap he fornd jy ¢
viadeniaile fast, that both, Lenin a n 4 Trotzkhy Lhave Leen the spolaz
“f that  (coming) neon-classic bourgecis revelution in Fnesia, howewer ra-
Fiecting and reosresonting different aspects of it. In <ther worde: bet):.
Leniny aind Trotshy were Puseian 'Jacohing'. Lenin waptsd o he  ne, nat
Totely, Dbelng ohe without being aware.

e

Bk takes Tratsky's "Our  Political Prolidems™ for "a oot and
beanch ccitiggae o8 lenfnism for 2 Marxist”, ' don't! Meither s it fumnla-
wental - like Parmeknek's critique in his "Lenin ac Philisopher” - ney i
Trotshy a Marxist., Evervthing I've sald alieut Lznin 35 a1 typical Beasiap
tevobitiaparist. counts for  Tretsky as well. Consequent!s wha* sondy::
ffzivaats of leninism have called an “unprincipled fasion”,t.e.  the oolia-
beovatizne of Senin and Trotshy during the revoluticn, has nething to o witl
poonsistency, 2ithar Lenin's, nor Troatsky's. In tlis respest, T agre: with
Bli: k. thouch se prssibly came ta this concl:sinr along djfforent ways,

Amersirort (tollaned) TAJD ENESIDE L.
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ONCE AGAIN: "WHAT IS TO BE DONE?"

The Antumn-issue of 'Sclidariy' contains an  interesting somment by Robin
Blick on the new English edition of Lenin's "What 1s To Be Deone?" and its
intcaduction by Robert Service. "One major shortceming” ¢f the latter's
cun'cibution, the reviewer says, is "that ft fails to situate Lenin's
theorizs, weither within the history of manipulative politics, cr even
within the context of the then prevailing marxist tradition." Whether he
shonll have dene so cr could have done so or not in an intredastion wihvich,
in srite of its 66 pages, has its limitations, s questionable. Bul even

if he sh:uld be Llamed for this omission, in my view it's nc t his major

Tl

Elizk seems perfectly right to me, when resording that botl., Mary and
Encele higue mwade clear enough their objections to vanguardism. And of
~urew. manipulative politics have been committed as far back in history as
~Mgs-Ajyienn  existe., However, the mest intaresting and most hwpcrtant
Pint is ot that Lenin and Marg had Qifferent opinions - on this subject

anl onmany others - but w h y t And litewise, one has to  wxpliin where

the bolshevid manipr:jations come from!

Rrlw sl Soprrice dceen't face the prollem. Nawhers in what conld e
hat wstenised as a 'short story of the boshevik pacty and its internal
ticpertest e chanpging his  role as a steryteller for the cale of an wya-
winer. A% wy caise, he deoesn't examine tlie miterretationship Hetween «ooial
ealit - and secjal theories.

What’s to be sail  first of all: the courss of the Bragian revaletivn

DL 1717 was et ik whatseever a  form  influenced Ly pre-revelutionary

devik ddeolouy or by ideas zpecified in Lenin': early writings, it hasz
inst “he other way round. Lenin's writings befors 1917 jn goneral apd
esp-cially “What [s To 3e Dene?" foreshadew ths things to come, that is to
Ty, they refloct ail the eseential and very special problems of the fiiiy e
L2t olutioz, And that revolutien is n o t a3 preletarian revolntion, Hut
- Ag Lepin hipaelf arti-ipated - "a heuryeojz reveliutin, not execvited by
*he bhourgecisie, Lt by the working-clas-".

"What 18 To Pe Dens?, Robert Rerwvice tells us in hiz Intooduction,
“izovsges tne tash of instigatiig revelution.® I fact, it dix:usses the
strmting the P ou s siaun revolution., And tle Vg differenes
Yetween dndustrial and capitalist Prithin of the [Gth coptury Aned priritive
wed fondal Puzein of the hedinning of the 2081 century errdaine the qiffe-
torn 2 hetweer Marxn - analysing the former - apnd Lenin, viming at the ovep-

thiow of jts Teariet role,

Lenin way net 1 Marxizt, as Rebert Service is calling him. He is
vopebtizal forerunrer f that cpecial Bussiap revolution, that hy e means
coctld poissibly Be oa mete repetition. of the classic benrgesis revelution in
Eranee i1: the late  19th century, but nevertheless unfetters (in another
Frrmg capitalizt relations ¢f  production. Lenin's politival ane Elao; eti-

ol lsnguace e intepporsed with Marxist terminelagy. This Acesn't Feop him
from divergenre fror Marxis! peints and from affinits towarie the Freach
tavelutvpiste of 1727 and aftec, though  their political and social tashe
and problems were ot ¢ 2 ac tly his.

Tz Vrings e to thogse paragraphs of Blick's revew jin whih the
Frep -y Tace hing come up. Lenin refered ty them in kiz pamphlet "One Step
Forerand, Ters Sleps Back™ and defined “the revalutionary foecjal-dem arat"
<A A Tioabin ohe was linkes up with the masses”. Robher! Sorviee is =~an-
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Processed World (41 Sutter Street, #1829, San Francisco, CA 94104) No 24/Summer-Fall 89:

Gawking Heads (on the 1989 cvents) - Readers® answers to the question: 'Do you sell your life to
buy your survival? How do you work in an office, with computers or people? Are you doing the pro-
cessing or are you being processed? Or are you outside of it all?” and a lot of other questions about
P.W. - Safe and sorry: The legacy of AIDS (Sexuality has been devalued as a positive social force by
left and right) - A Iot of other articles, poems and readers’ letters (a long one on Brasil). .

Left Bank Distribution (4241 Brooklyn NE, #201, Scattle, WA 98105). Complete catalogue, Fall
1989: Long list of available books in English covering the whole leftist spectrum.

Discussion Bulletin (PO Box 1564, Grand Rapids, MI 49501) No 37/Sept 89: Tien Anmen is not so
far away (by the French group Interrogations) - The anarchist organisation scare - Debate and mate-
rial on the uscfulness and function of D.B. - Bob Jones: Anti-Parliamentarism and Communism in
Britain 1917-21,

News & Letters (59 East Van Buren, room 707, Chicago, IL 60605) No 7/Aug 89: Us miners demand
freedom - Draft for Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 1989-90 - A Chinese feminist speaks. No 9/Nov
89: East European masses hurl new challenges to state capitalism - US company mergers mean more
misery - Pittston miners occupy crucial Pittston plant - In memorial of the Hungarian revolution -

Letters from Beijing Workers Union.

SPAIN

La Estiba - bulletin of the Spanish dockers’ coordination (c/del Mar, 97, 08003 Barcelona) No
48/Junc 89: Crisis and popular perspectives in Peru - Informations on ports, mainly the Cantabrian
ones (Santander, Gijon and Aviles) - On the support committee to the SOC farm workers union (see
letter from Spain in Echanges 61). No 50: International meeting of port workers in Hamburg (re-
port) - Algesiras: 10 months of struggle - The narco capital - A proposal for a collective contract for
all European port workers. No 51/Nov 89: The conflict in Algesiras more serious because of the go-
vernment yielding to multinational interests (Sealand and Maerks) - Hamburg meeting (part 2). No
32: Hamburg meeting (part 3) - Chronique of the Pittston miners strike in the US - General assem-
bly of the dockers’ coordination - About a unique market of transport and ports - Solidarity with the
ancillary workers of the port of Aviles. '

Odio al Capitalismo (Address letter only as follows: A.V.V.N., Apartado 25, 27080 Lugo) No 6/0Oct
89: Criticism of anarchism (part 2) - Two examples of workers struggles and of the capitalist answer
in France (1886-1981) - Decazeville and Nord-Pas de Calais - Struggle in the supermarkets in Ar-
gentina (from Emancipacion Obrera). No 7/Jan 90: Programmatic elaboration: the marxist left in the
Second International - Nuclear weapons in the world - Class struggle in the world.

(We know nothing of the emergence of this journal, which means *hatred for capitalism’, in 1988 in
Lugo in northern Spain. A bricf letter from them was published in Echanges no 56. Contrary to what
was said in that letter, comrades who wast to contact them should know that they can corsespond in
English (and French?) and have published a litdle in these languages, for example a pamphlet of *ba-
sic principles’ titled *Hatred for capitalism. Critique. Programme, Struggle. Organisation. Interna-
tional party. For the abolition of waged labour’.)
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Eutsi (Apdo 1673, Gasteiz) No 4: Special issuc made up only of cartoons on life in Spain.

Cultura Libertaria (publication of the Association Isaac Puente) (Juan Gomez, Apdo de Correos
1687, 01080 Vitoria) No 16/Oct 89: Catalogue of the libertarian publications in Spain (1976-1985) -
Documentation collected from all over the world between 10/88 and 2/89 - Biography of José Peirats
- Anarchism and anarchists in Brasil - Memoirs of Macario Illera.

Etcetera - Correspondentia dc 1a guerra social (Apastado 1363, 08080 Barcelona) No 14/Dec 89:
Editorial appeal for a more organised network of information and discussions (we will return to this
in the next Echanges) - China: Tienanmen, the measused repression - Correspondence from Greece,
England, USA, West Germany - Reviews of received publications - Short articles reviews of recei-
ved material on: "Reflexions on the Neolithic’. "History of the resistance against work of Spanish
workers in Barcelona 1936-38’ by M. Scidman. *For a permanent Utopia’ (S. Geutarbert). 'Between
perestroika and postmodernism: the RDA 40-years'. *Strike in the Pengeot factories’ (by an Echan-
ges comrade - see Echanges 62). "’

UNITED KINGDOM

Class War (PO Box 499, Bristol BS 99) No 36: It is difficult to give a revigw of this paper which is a
~ collection of very short articles on direct action fights against the police, the yuppies and all kinds of
bureaucrats and>abuses all over UK, but more centered on the London East End. Very little on war-
kers’ struggles. The violence of the invective language somewhat curtains the superficial thinking
about these facts. But as it is, it gives a good insight into the daily problems of ordinary people and
how they can react against them.
No 37: On struggles: against the poll tax, ambulance workers, against the yuppics (East End, Porto-
bello Road) and the police everywhere - The life in a housing estate in Salford near Manchester.
Pamphlet "This is Class War’: gives a history of the group, how it works like a federation of local
groups, what they think and what they do, the rolc of the paper and the addresses for contact. We
will review this text later. (About the theoretical organ of this group, 'The Heavy Stuff’, see Echan-
ges March-Junc 89.)

Internationalist Perspective - Journal of the External Fraction of the 1.C.C. Published in French and
English - English addresses PO Box 395, Montclair, N.J., 07042, USA, or BM Box 8154, London
WCIN 3XX, UK. For no 14 and 15, sec 'Perspective Internationaliste’ in France section in Echan-
ges.

Here and Now (c/o Transmission Gallery, 28 King Street, Glasgow G1 5QP, or PO Box 109, Leeds
LS5 3AA) No 9: On muslin mobilisations in the UK against the "Satanic Verses’ - Shroud a fake offi-
cial (New Times as the Euro-Communists update the "British Road to Socialism®) - We need solida-
rity: not Charter 88 (a new initiative for community based resistance? Two critics of Charter 88 offer
an alternative version) - Assemble or Dissemble (on the new proposals for a Scottish Assembly) -

Features: an insomniac’s dream? Youth offers a target audience where hip techniques are formula- -

ted in television (Commentaries on the manipulation and banal meta-languages of "Night Network’)
- Rebellion remodelled (an exhibition on the Situationist International in London) - Nothing to losc
but their jobs (Reprint of Workers Info-Rag article - see Echanges no 62, p. 49).

- No poll tax rebellion (Will poll tax opposition in UK avoid the strangebold of Militant tendency

i
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~way ,But it doesn't have to get iitusions about this preasnt
function which can be transformed by the us2 ihe management will
try to get from it(your latter gives an 2xampia Jand fav through
the transformation of the production techniques, Thire iabo TN
-in the capitalist factory for a revalutiomary unian and avan
less in the 'modern’ capitalist factory ,The (N7 15 2 good
example of this; the fact that tha CHT -reraovadus have agreed Lo
play the 'legal’ game means for them | whatever their intentions,
they will soomer wor later foilow the way af the atrer
unions, It could take time but it doss nob depend o their hGHEGt%
militancy or good will

H 2 pEAv T
, o, 2 AW

SOUTH KOREA

The recent events in the shipyards Hvundai in South Vorea ,
the occupation of the shipyards after the arrest of local
union leaders ,the street riots which followed their
evacuation by the police have +o be linked to the up and
down of the class s*ruggle since 1746 . The article nubli-
shed p 52 was wriften in november 1087 by a dutch comrade;
the articles p 50 were published recertly in the Finan-
cial Times (24 and 30 april 1090 ),

We need a more global analysis of a situation in which
class struggle can only become more and more acute and
violent .Foreign capifal invested in South Korea can stay
there only if the 'social peace ' i e a strongly repres-

~sive gowernment can guarantee a low level of exploita=

tion(wages and conditions of work ) . This possibility
to repress class struggle has +o be considered not only
in this South Korean context but too in the onening of
other countries (China and Eastern countries ) to the
exploitation of capital at 'better 'conditions .What

can already be said is that the present industrial deve-
lopment of South Korea WePhe crucial moment where the
level of industrial techniques of exploitation requires
the use of unions ,then the fight for uaion recognition,
but where wildcat strikes already bring the limit of this
recognition .
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Jeiegates 'indefensible ' and their solution is related to the
siance of struggle which eliminate the union function |

-

't is capital evolution itself which for a large part feedthese
canflicts in constantly revolutionising the situations it itself
' dafined imposed fovmerly in its own interest and that it
wanis now Lo eliminate always in its own present interest ,These
conflicts see often linked to;

“ihe inadaptation  of factory structures to technological
v jubion

onsiant ersssure on wages through a constant interaction
oandividual through to collective claims,

25 integrating part of the production rules,of
contral which drastically limit individual
Pied flexibilities which practically eliminate

e rasuiting from 3 strict implementation of strict
ciesr,oxtaweve subble policy which introduces automatism where
viody has to oplead for oz favour [ The 'modern ' factory has
caluy slisinated  mosd of the sources of conflict, diluting
o inda the campulzory agresment of  anonymous collectlve rules
Taogive fnly ong exanple,electronic clocking (
saphisticated 3 oand the introduction of flexy time
thowas paszible mezan the disappearance of a lot of
RS Jeaent abaul the contrsl of working time

[0

..a"_‘. W

Plass vary

e

siriil s Garirio it an agresment to the fixation of

S N B d5 wul ai the top level | out of the fisld
Wagala {503 of the low management as well ),

T snaaeiTibe foyos oynion like the CHT -Renavados (CGT ) to

hrowniste depsnds oot nly on o ids 'militant attitude ' but
G bavet ot the production technigques 0f course it
“ravaiybionary miliew’ to vindicate the union
rale 13 nnt at all the consequence of the
tr ideas ,of their’betrayal ' but of the
, of what the capital and the workers are
s thes of the nossibilities left by the technigues
Leefaon o What the (8T can Ddecame at SEAT is not
Saeend Byoofs 'militantisn ' bub by the techniques working in
v fattury Thiz wmen can effectively |, as you point out [ have
soredn b oplay st rank and file level and in the collective
ilens af the lmibanoouss oresanily working in the factery allow
‘ e T and racangatty the workers need it going this

13

domination? This article draws lessons from Scottish civil disobedience and cautions against opti-
mistic and exaggerated interpretations. Two observations in the article we think should have beea
developed further: *26.000 people (at least) have disappeared from the Electoral Register and the
personal strategy to evade payment will be repeated in the English cities, especially London. The
combination of casual and *black economy’ work, with squatting and sub let housing accentuates this
tendency of ‘low life’ survivalism (far advanced in US cities). The instinct to avoid a public profile
may conflict with appeals to engage in long term local agitation..’, and "The generally uncritical per-
ception of media caricature of protest also immunises the great mass against being transformed
through political activity..”)

The Red Menace (BM WILD, London WCIN 3XX) No 4/Sept 89: More misery now! (On the condi-
tions for people using public transport in the London area and recent rail and underground strikes)
- Isracl, Palestine: Two states too many. This issue of R.M. also includes two supplements: The first
contains reviews of various journals/books/pamphlets, the second (which we will return to in another
issue) is a R.M. *Address to revolutionaries in the USSR’.

Counter lnforination (Pigeonhole Cl, c/o 11 Forth Street, Edinburgh, EH1) No 25/Nov 89: On oppo-
sition to the Poll Tax - Women demonstrations in Guatemala - San Francisco police riot - A lot of
brief articles on strikes, demonstrations, etc. all over the world.

.

Solidarity (c/o Lathom Road, London E6 2EA) No 22-3/Winter 89-90: Tienanmen massacre: Uk tra-
ding with China is thicker than blood - interview with low-ranking Chinese government official - Mi-
litary discipline (A review of Putkowski/Sykes: *Shot at Dawn’, a book on the British Army’s
exccution of 350 of it’s own soldiers in World War I - reviews of two books on British council com-
munism: J.T. Caldwell's ‘Come Dungeons Dark. The Life and Times of Guy Aldred’ and M. Ship-
way’s *Anti-Parliamentary Communism’.

Spanner - a new journal for new thinking. We bave not received a copy of this new journal, but have
scen a prescatation leaflet saying that it is *A forum for discussing the creation of a new society free
from domination by the market, and based on the common ownership and democratic control of the
vital means of wealth production of the world’. Among the articles in the first issue are: The Green
wave - Artificial Intelligence - Japanese Anarchism - The tyranny of economics (Address: BM
SPANNER, London WCIN 3XX).

WEST GERMANY

Die Aktion (Verlag Nautilus, Hassestr. 22, 2050 Hamburg 80) No 55-57/Sept 89: Peking opera - On
Gorbachev and perestroika (article published in Echanges no 57) - Order and resistance in the pu-
blic sphere. No 58-59/Nov 89: Intellectual metamorphosis (on Us radical intellectuals) - Order and
resistance in the public sphere. (Each issue of Die Aktion contains notes on received books and va-
rious literary material.)
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THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE EAST GERMAN ARMY

(S

A few weeks ago, the political magazine "Der Spiegel" commented:

"The DDR army, once the pride of the SED, has broken down within
! a few months, a lost batallion of rebellious soldiers and intimidated
: officers." y

This is indeed a process for which there seems to be no p'a.rallei in'German
history - except pernaps in the last phase of World War I and the period of
upheaval immediately following it. This is also a process which, for all its
apparent swiftness, its apparent lack of preparatory phases of decomposition,
its apparent non-existence of proper reasons for a mass rebellion and mass
defection, like the Russians had in Afghanistan, the Americans in Vietnam,
and the Germans in World War I and after, seems difffcult to explain and to
ué:derstand. Some of the easy answers can be quickly discarded without fur- '
ther discussion: the opening of the borders with Hungary by the Hungarian
government and later the opening of the borders with West Germany by the
East German government, the political transformation {n East Germany after
the downfall of Erich Honecker and the old Politbureau, the general tendency
toward reform in other Eastern bloc countiries, thé experience of thousands
of soldiers of the NVA (Nationale Volksarmee - National People’s Army) vi-
siting West Germany, the prospect of a reunified Germany etc. Certainly

all these factors cannot simply be regarded as totally unimportant, and yet
an army that has always been described as one of the most efficient and most
reliable armiés in the Warsaw Pact Organisation and whose %lass hatred'to-
wards. the Western enemy no less than its devotedness to the cause of "socia-
lism", to the orders of the "vanguard of the working class" has never been
seriously doubted by anyone in the East and in the West, would hardly be in ~
danger to collapse like that within a few weeks because of any of these fac- °
tors, not even because of all of them taken together. Evidently we have to -
look for more convincing explanations, and we are therefore confronted with
the same sort of problem which anyone is bound to tackle when explaining
the downfall of the SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands - Party
of Socialist Unity) or the downfall of the East German economy.
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transgressing the rules is the common workers law at the place
of work:even the most conformist workers do so when their
personal interest is at stake ,It is onme of the bases of class
struggle and it has nothing to do with what the groups call 'a
militant attitude ', Neither can this attitude give any clue as
to the way workers will act in a strike ,This permanent
transgression is often the origin of individual or collective
conflicts with the hierarchy: these conflicts could come io tha
unions delegates to be solved either by their mediation or by
juridical intervention At a certain level of development of the
productive forces and techniques (for instance France 40 years
ago ) there is a space for this union intervention and for its
role as nmediator at this rank and file level ,It is not true to
day in an increasing number of factories ,But even in this
already remote period ,this fanction of the union delegate could
not be filled exactly as the workers wanted it to be filled and
there was because of this situation a space for small mare
'active ' unions,

1 want to express some disagreement withe what you call ‘militant
attitude ':as I point it above , class strujgle springs up at
this rank and file levle Trom this oppositon between the
individual workers interest and the interest of the management
trying to impose the rules of production , the rules of capital.
A factory is a dictatorship in which the managers have the
absolute right to use as they want the labour force they buy and
from which they try to extract the maximum of surplus value | In
the opposite way , workers try to give as little as possible in
getting as much as possible.Conflicts are unavoidable and are the
result of this constant opposition between twd contradictory
interests | they are solved by the balance of struggle which as
far as the system is still on transform themselves into juridical
relationships, most of the time not favourable to the workars, but
also transgressed when the opportunity occurs At this rank and
file level, the union -via the union base delegate - is exactly
in the same position it has to face at any level of sociely ,The
delegate has to compromise otherwise he is not 'listened to '
g@ither by the manajement , or by the workers,As his function is
to ‘o0il ' the relations of production,he is sliding little by
little towards a closer and closer collaboration with the
management.:whatever be his 'honesty ' or his radicalism (if he
tries to keep it , he will be sooner or later evicted from this
function or /and from the factory ) Most of the rank and file
conflicts become for the management as well as for ths wunioe
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believed to possess more than [,000
(B million £3,

On the industrial side , things are different: they try to impose
a narrow range of wages and to reduce its contribution to the NHS
with a tripartite agreement (unions , governament and CEQE ) on
the nodel of a neocorporatist State,Spanish indusiry has morre
and more difficulties, even though getting a rise in the rate of
arofit,te  compete with the rest of Europe:The necessary
investments for the modernisation of industry are more and more
impartant and most of the new technologies have to be
imparted(Spain had on this point in 1985 a deficit of 200,000
millions pesetas (more than I,000 millions £) ; this situation
axplain the need for industrialists to reduce the labour costs ,

C.v, 2/90

nillions pesetas

LETTER from a french comrade

.1 want to come pack on a point of your letter (may 7 , 89 ) on
tka CNMT -renovados-CGT (Echanges n® 61 , p 13 ), You observed
rightly thal this ‘minority union ' is ' an alternative in a
pariod of relative expansion though always on the band wagon of
SC00 and of NGT  failures and that their aim is to find a place
in  spanish industrial life to overcome 'the syndicalist support
fram workers formerly supporting CCOQ and UGT both now too close
to factory management ',

Yo develop this idea later in explaining that the CNT -Renovados
ne .3 bo legitimize its role and to assert its survival with
23 1ms whith are always present for most of the workers but most
zf the time neglected by the unions At the beginning of the same
tetter, you explain that this union'like other unions is obliged
ta help its members on small legal problems like. coniracts |
robices [ etr, .. which often need he use of a solicitor, VUorkers
aaply more for that kind of help paying monthly dues rather than
a5 mititanis,’

411 that 15 &rue but it has ¢o be replaced in the context of the
tabour-capital velationship  which are evolving with with the
praduction lechniques in such a way that the whole has to be seen
in 3 coapiex dialectical interaction |

It is {rue iha!t the woviers pay dues to the unions like a premium
for a kind of insurarce without any kind of a militant attitude,
shich  seans thai the membership figures are no help inj
weasuring the workers combattivity,But on the other bhand |

e e
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Before analyzing the state of the army and its spe.cific role in East German
capitalism, I will try to give a short overview of what happened in the army

in the past months, Ever since the introduction of the obligatory military
service {a 1962, the NVA has been an army of draftees. Until recently any
attempt of a total refusal of the military service would have been severely
punished under the rules of military law. Now, with the next draft being due
from March 18th to Apri.l 20th, 1990, nobody knows for certain how many of
those born in 1972 will in fact still be ready to join the army - inspite of the
reduction of the military service to twelve months, against formerly eighteen
months, inspite of the opening-up, for the first time in the history of the NVA,
of the possibility of an alternative service in the civilian sector, equally with
a duration of twelve months, whereas formerly anybody demanding the right

to serve in one of the so-called "buiiding brigades" took the risk of being stig-
matized for the rest of his life. In past months there have already beenre-
ports on young people simply ignoring the draft, and officers have had to ad-
mit regretfully that with the present situation of open borders there is no way
of forcing them to show up for the “draft. When pressurized, young people might
easily disappear across the Sorder to take ref\;’ge in Western countries, in par-

ticular West Germany.

At the same time soldiers of the NVA are defecting to the West in masses be-

fore the completion of their eighteen months’ service (now twelve months).
More than 2000 former officers of the NVA have already contacted the West
German administration in order to find out if there is any possibility of a
future employment in the Bundeswehr for them. The sheer number of defec-
tions has created a situation in which the maintenance of normei operations
seems to be clearly in danger in many units. This might already happen if
only a single specialist " disappears overnight, never to return to his post.
The East German government, itself in a state of complete disarray, has
reacted to this development in various ways, without being effectively able
to halt it: In October 1888, when Erich Honecker was still leader of the SED,
10, 000 soldiers were sent home, to help fill posts in production which had
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been relinquished by refugees to the West. In December 1988, another groﬁp .
of 20, 000 soldiers was diZcharged before the end of their exercises for which:
they had been drafted as members of the army reserve, On January 26th - -
25, 000 draftees having completed at least twelve months of service as well |
as 15,000 NCO'’s making use of the possibility of demanding to be discharged
after 24 months of service were sent home. So within no time at all the once
proud NVA which had counted 170, 000 to 180, 000 men for decades (béside&
380, 000 Russian soldiers stationed on DDR,terriiory) had shrunk to an army

of 100, 000 men - and even this figure has no real meaning-any more, Whereas

formerly. 85 per cent of all soldiers had to be on duty at any time, this perce‘;i- 5

tage h.as now been lowered to only 50 per cent, evidently to allow more soldiers
to be dispatched for work in hospitals, in factories, inthe transport industry,

and in agriculture. ] .

Just like in any army of the world, duties would formerly have been imposed
on soldiers by commanding officers, and any kind of refusing a militery order
would have been severely punished, Nowadays soldiers in many places have
begun to discuss the well-foundedness of an order with their superiors. A typi-
cal story runs like this: Very recently the commander of a signal batallion
ordered his men to go on exercise. Everybody refuses to do so, simply saying
"no more enemies, no more shooting". Neither threats nor exhortations have
any effect on the men. Inthe end the commander drops the idea of an exercise
- and is fired immediately by the Ministry of Defence, siﬁce no officer in the
NVA has any job guarantees whatsoever, Inthe géod old days a discharged of-
ficer could rely on being given an adequate, well-paid job in the civilian sector
and also a lJump sum to smoothe the transition, but such privileges simply can-
not be granted anymore. Otherwise many divisions of the NVA have seen the )
formation of soldiers® councils since the beginning of December, demanding
more rights for soldiers. The most spectacular case was the soldiers® uprising
in the Beelitz garrison. It all started with a few soldiers asking their officers
to be allowed to salute the New Year in the army barracks with a glass of
champagne. Thg permission was rigorously refused. Disappointed and infuria-
ted, the soldiers sat down to decide on a catalogue of demands at the top of
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LETTERS from Spain

After the elections in which the PSOE got again the majority ,
nothing has changed as we have said before .But some of the
results are contested by the opposition ,The PSOE is still the
biggest party in votes but its majority is very reduced ,

The president of the governement has not changed anything in the
composition of its government even the minister for social
affaires who is the symbol of the intransigence with the unions,
a mixture of unshared power and contempt for any criticism .The
meaning of this 'stability’' is that the policy of tight control
on vages, the precariousness of work , etc,,all that we have seen
in these matters for the last few years will continue As the
government is still going ahead with its policy of refusal of any
dialogue with th unions or of imposing the dialogue on its own
conditions, unions bureaucrats are trying a tactic towards direct
discussions with the CEQE ( the business organization ) without
the participation of the administration: they are not having any
success

One of the preoccupations of the governement and of indusiry is
the events in the Eastern countries,Only on one paint:politiciars
and financiers are anxious about the possibility that European
capital , which thought it had found in Spain a special place to
make profits,will try to divert investment towards =2astern
countries, €.V, 28/12/89

Unions and governement have got an agreement on what the union
leaders call ' the social debt ' from the socialist govermment to
the workers,The result is a bit more monmey for all kinds of State
benefits , pensions , civil servants wages,, But for all other
workers , the agreement of the CEOE has yet to come and for the
moment it refuses to discuss the unions claims ,

The agreement with the government ( a move frome the pravinus
strict positions) can be explained , partly by the decline of the
votes for the PSOE in the gemeral october elections After S
months it is still not fixed if the PSOE will get the majority
in Parliament , some of their seats being considered as obtained
'irregularly ',The 'Guerra affair' could have contributed to this
move from the socialist party towards the union to improve its
image .A brother of the vice president Guerra (alter egn of
Gonzales Jused its situation to make money,Six years ago , the
vice-president brother was a redundant andalusian worker and now
with the 'name ' of the family and his brother position he is
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only by the social democrats but by the liberals or the christian
Jemocrats or by some kind of conservative like Thatcher or like
Heath ,In Spain there is no other party able to defend
capitalist interests , only social democracy, Spanish capital
has o alternative to Gonzales ,The spanish Right is an
anachronism , All what we have said accords exactly our analysis
of the situation in Spain and to its developments,The main
political difficulty for spanish capital is currently the fact
that the social democracy of Gonzales has already been in
government for a long time and that, though representing spanish
tapitaiism of to-morrow,it has left untouched so many aspects of
ihe Spain of yerstgday ,For instance all the judiciairy power is
3till  in the  hands of the franquists and extremely
wonservative, The influence of the catholic church can be felt in
3 ot of institutions of the State,
% -Would it not be in the interest of modern capitalism to push
aside this influence and to clean the judiciary administration of
3ll these remains from the past |
fi-Gonzales is the servant of capital and of the capitalist
davelopmeni primavily in its economical policy ,He has to govern
in 3 country placed clearly in a period of transition even
tonsidering the fact that this capitalist development is more and
more clear . In such a period of transition , everything is in an
uncartain balance ,Breaking this balance will threaten
tapitalist  development Gonzales can't openly attack some
anachronistic institutions to retain the possibility of going
anead with  basic economic transformations ,He can't open the
windows of the spanish house t{o wipe away the franguist dust but
gvan sd, he i3 tha right representative of the capitalist
development | The more this davelopment appears ,the less will
thase framquisi vestigas be able to keep their strength |
Wi ocan oowe b. the conclusion when we consider this situation |
that the nexl spanish elections will not bring a major political
thange T & is difficult to see in the near future in Spain a
auverneent with a political flag other than that of the present
fnzalas government |

¢,B, 10/89
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which they placed the words "'Strike Proclamation'. Out of cardboard and of
pieces of cloth they fabricated their own banners and marched through the gates
of the barracks into the street. From Beelitz the movement spread to Rostock,
Brandenburg, Schwerin, Erfurt, Cottbus, Basepohl, Neuseddin, Safinitz and
Warin. Everywhere soldiers refused orders, forced officers to stand in atten-
tion, formed soldiers councils and took to the streets in masses. Not too long
ago such behaviour would have been punished with up to eight years imprison-
ment under the heading of "mutiny". In this case there was no punishment at all,
and on January 2nd the newly appointed head of the Ministry of Defence had to
go to Beelitz and discuss with the soldiers who had started the revolt. Only one
day later the Ministry reacted to the soldiers® demands: From then on soldiers
were immediately to be given back their ID cards and passports which formerly
had always been confiscated by their superiors. While-on leave, soldiers were
permitted to wear civilian clothes. Off duty soldiers were permitted to watch
West German TV at any time, while in the old times this was strictly forbidden
in the barracks. When communicating with each other, soldiers and officers
would no longer be addressed as ""Comrade Soldier" or "Comrade Colonel",

but as "Mr. Soldier" and "Mr. Colonel". All kinds of political instruction are
scrapped (soldiers had formerly received four hours of instruction per week,
officers - in seperate courses - eight hours of political instruction per month).
Former polit-officers who used be deputies of the respective commanders have
been downgraded to lower echelons in the military hierarchy, and officers of

the omnipresent secret police have simply disappeared from the army.

Refusal of the draft, defection from the armed forces, disobedience, mutiny,
the formation of soldiers® councils and the complete breakdown of traditional
hierarchies of command - these are the main aspects of the disintegration of
the East German armed forces. Recent developments in the political arena
may have been a trigger for such movements, but certainly not a cause. So
what are the causes of the disintegration of the NVA? I will try to indicate
briefly what I think to be the most important factors:

1) The officers and NCOs of the East German armed forces are part of the
ruling class (while in West Germany they are definitely not part of it), the
servicemen are part of the working class which is the exploited, surplus
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value producing class in East Germany (just as mWest Gerxnalv) 'I‘his is the
most fundamental and at the same time the strangect aspect in the a.nalyats of
the NVA, an aspect which can only be understood agn.inst the background of the
radical transformation of class structures in East Germany after World War I
In its classical form capitalist society would pres,gn_t iteelf as an gnsemble _ot
bourgeois society and the State, but in the DDR such di'sti:ictibns are éiearly. :
impossible. Apart from a rapid process of proletarianizing almost the entire '
population and integrating almost the entire female population above the Pig_eaof
16 into'the labour force, the production of sﬁrplus value and _the acculﬁulat_i,oxi :
of capital has evidently become the preoccupation of the goverhment and of all

political parties, thus abolishing traditional divisions of labour and estéﬁ_lishing'

the predominance of accumulation in all spheres of social activity. The formal
expression of such transformations has been the nationalization of the means
of production and the introduction of central planning. Since the end of the 1950s

there is a newly composed and unified ruling class, centering around the problems

of exploitation and accumulation and having to safeguard itself in varlous forms
of defence and attack, of integration and control, of punishment and reward
against all possible and actual variants of proletarian insubordination. At the
same time the State apparatus, while transforming itself into an immediate part
of the ;ystem of exploitation and thereby completely changing its nature, is
split in the middle, with the officers and the NCOs becoming part of the ruling
class, the exploiting class. }

2) If class antagonism is an essential interior quality of the armed forces in

East Germany, relationships within the armed forces are inevitably domina-
ted by this quality in every respect. The class nature of the officers” corps
is pretty much evident for the soldiers: The officers’ corps (military com-
mand) forms an integral part of capitalist command in general, in which the
military apparatus has no specific ambitions, no autonomous political pro-
ject, thus remaining in an entirely subordinate position with respect to the
government (this is what distinguishes it clearly from the military apparatus
in the U.S.S.R.). The weakness of ite position is further reinforced, or per-
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| SPAIN
REPORT of a dtscussxon between spanish and dutch comrades (summer
89 )

Recently we discussed eventual political development in Spain as
a consequence of the development of spanish capitalisnm,

Question : Do you agree with us that everywhere in Western
Europe, the social democrats are the typical representatives of
the managers and of modern capitalism ,

Answer : Completely

Q-So you consider that the government of Gonzales came to power
hecause it was considered the only one able to defend capitalist
interests and to push development towards modern capitalism

A- Certainly .,

Q- Several times in the past, we have seen a social democrat
government when the ruling class had serious economical and
political difficulties to resolve,i e in critical situations for
the bourgeoisie and the managers .As soon as these difficulties
-and the threat for the system were removed , when the new policy
was not so hard on the workers and that the governement was no
longer obliged to take unpopular decisions , the social democrats
were obliged to leave , Do you think that the same could happen
in Spain ?

A~1 like you think of social democracy effectively as a party
performs the most difficult and more or less dangerous tasks for
the capital But I don't think that the Gonzales govermment will
be pushed out like squeeezedd lemon as soon as it had performed
vhat capital has required from it,Spain is completely different
on some points of other countries in Europe We can use for our
explanations the traditional political division between Left and
Right which now is useless in most european countries Qutside
Spain, Left and Right are similar groups for the defence of
tertain capitalist interests,Behind the Left we tan see the
modern managers for to day and for to-morrow ,The Right
represents eithar the yersteﬂay s capitalism or certain far less
progressive managers,In Spain the Right as we  see it in
different European countries does not exist at all ,

The Spanish Right does not represent some capitalist tendency:it
is linked only to either the pure franquist tradition or the
political ideas of the period immediately following Franco's
death,The consequence of this situation is that the spanish Right
cannot be a political alternmative to the Gonzales government | In
the other west European countries, we alsoc see as that
tapitalist interests can eventually be taken in charge , not
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refusal to pay which amounts to 30 % of people registered, The
attempt to seize properties for non payment met strong local
sppasitions Aimed partly at breaking indirectly rank and file
resistances the implementation of the poll tax have had the opposite
affect of giving a national cohesion to local resistances and a new
strength to the local unofficial siructures,The present conflict ,
as the previous »ones ,uwill be fought at this level,with a lot of
attempis of political mediation because presently the size and the
character of the resistances prevent the use of direct repression ,

On another hand we can consider that the narrow political fight
{Labour against Tories , leftists angainst Left,etc,,) is masking
tha real social fight .The emphasis given to this aspect by the
nadia is not by chance ,In this period of hard time for english
capital,the systen needs to accredit the idea that everything is
soming from 3 nasty governement , particularly Thatcher -, and that
averything will be OK with a Labour Government,Of course , Labour
wiil not solve anything but there is the hope that for a time the
514 trick will work again even if several times in the past workers
wire more repressed by Labour than by the Tories,Precisely if the
danr to governemant is opened to Labour by English capital it is
iecause it badly needs it,Bad news for the workers but vhat happened
in the winter of discontent is a gond example of what Labour could
have to face again , in other forms of course ,
pAGNRRGANHMGANNGOARRANDNRAMANMRNKKMARRRANARDRIDNKRN )

N8 :Class conflicts in UK have been related in quite a few articles
of Echanges,The book in french and never translated in english
‘futonomous class struggle in Great Britain ' by C,Brendel was a
wore general study of the period from 1945 up to [975,50me more
sperific iexts exist only in french and spanish (with an English
translation by a canadian group ) :'The winter -of discontent |
anlitical and social crisis in Great Britain in 78-79 ' (partly
published by Liaisons n° I ) and 'To the bitter end ' on the niners
strike (24-95 ) (Acratie - H.Simon ),In the short text on the poll
tax a lot of paculiar aspects of the autonomous tendencies and of
tha resistances tn their repression have been omitted(acid house
parties  prizons rints, local riots,etc.,, )
S, 330
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haps in part also explained, by the fact that there is no military-industrial
complex of any importance i{n the DDR (this again distinguishes it from the
U.S.S.R.). That seems rather amazing in view of the economic strength of
the DDR and of the military strength of the NVA - and it has nothing to do
with the fact that the Potsdam Conference 1945 prohibited the production of
any military equipment in East and West Germany. None of the victorious
powers in World War II really felt obliged to enforce this rule rigidly, in
West Germany even less so than in East Germany. There can be no doubt
that the military apparatus has even been further weakened by the interna-
tional talks on disarmaxﬁent in recent years. But weak as the:position of the
officers may be in the network of power within the capitalist class, they
have nonetheless always enjoyed special privileges even in comparison with
their equals in the administration, in the economy or in the educational sy-
stem: Including supplementary benefits captains and majors could easily
earn 2,000 Mark (an engineer 1000 Mark, a doctor and a university professor
1,500 Mark), colonels and generals could even earn from 3, 000 to 6,000
Mark per month, in some cases making more money than the Prime Minister.
Generals and colonels at the Ministry of Defence had other privileges as well:
coupons enabling them to go shopping in special shops for diplomats selling
Western products; cars with a chauffeur; representative apartments furnished
by the government, guest-houses and holiday homes in the most beautiful
regions of the country. Of course everybody knew about these privileges, al-
though it was difficult to talk about them publicly. If there had been nothing
else these privileges alone would have created an unbridgeable gap between
ordinary soldiers and officers, in particular with growing problems of cate-
ring for the everyday needs of the working class. Fundamentally, with all
the close integration of the officers into the ruling class and its subordina-
tion to the government, any crisis of political leadership was bound to have
deep repercussions in the armed forces. Such crises have recurred again

and again, in an ever more acute form, at least since 1874.

3) If it was difficult for soldiers not to make the distinction between "them"
and "us' in the armed forces and not to see the links with capitalist command
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in general, then it must have been equally 'difﬁcult for officers of the NVA
not to make the same distinction and not to see the links with prolet.a!.',_ia.ﬁ in-
subordination. Already the introduction of the draft in 1962 provoked much
critical comment in the population and in particular among young people.
Ever since the morale and the conduct of draftees has been & matter of
constant concern for the government, the SED and the armed forces. 1t is
sufficient to study the public statements of the East German capitalist class
in order to get an idea of the unreliability of many working-class youth: A
positive attitude towards the "brothers in arms", i.e. the Soviet Russian
armed forces and the armed forces of other members of the Warsaw Pact
Organisation, insight into the necessity- of the défence of "socialism" in the
DDR against the capitalist-enemy in the West, acceptance of increasing ef-
forts to strengthen the armed forces in the face of ongoing talks on disarma-
ment, readiness for sacrifices for the sake of national security, a conscious
discipline of all members of the army, sustained efforts at mastering;mﬂl-
tary technology, the tendency to maintain a high organisational level of the
entire military life, the absolute loyalty of every draftee towards the party

etc. - nothing of this seems to have been guaranteed to the necessary extent,

inthe 80’s even less so than in the 70°s. If anyone wanted proof for that,
then there are at least three aspects to be considered: the repeated exhorta-
tions of the army by the party leadership, being voiced at ever shorter inter-
vals and in an increasingly alarmed tone in recent years; the intensification
of political instruction in the armed forces; and, above all, the incredible ex-
tent of the activities of the Staatssicherheitsdienst (Secret Police), the polit-
officers of the armed forces and the local organisations of the SED in super-
vising and controlling the soldiers. Notwithstanding the enormous system of
political control and repression, the capitalist class has had to'reglster
indifference and opposition against the demands of military command and

the idea of national defence in general on an increasing scale, In this respect
the army has witnessed developments very similar to those at the point of
production, and we may safely assume that opposition in the army has always
been heavily influenced Sy class struggle in the sphere of production and
distribution,
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governement against the local prerogalives Nevertheless it was
difficult not to identify the 'poll tax' with the tories and
Thatcher because of ils especially iniquitous class character It
is difficult to give here the details of the replacement of the
previous tax -the rate - by the 'poll tax ', The rate was based on
the estimated value of accomodation and was paid by the occupier
(owner or tenant ) without taking into consideration the number of
paople living in this accomodation ; the poll tax will be based on
the heads living in this accomodation;each adult living there will
pay the same as every adult living in this district ,For instance ,
a wealthy couple paying £ 3,000 in rates for a luxurious detached
house will pay £ 2 x 500 = 1,000 of poll tax and a couple living
in a council estate paying previously £ 500 of rate will pay the
same £ 2 x 500 = 1,000 of poll tax , No need for a lot of
arguments for or against to persuade people of the character of the
new system which topped up the discontent amplifying with the years
of attacks on the economic and social life:this discontent was
taking the form of a general protest brought to the fringe of
individual and collective violence ,

During the past months,this specific violence against the poll tax
have taken various forms and the recent riot is only one step in the
process of resistance against the global pressure of the system, This
violence was seen formerly at local levels when the councils had
sessions to fix the rate of the poll tax : conservative or labour
councils meetings were disturbed by a lot of fights and
demonstrations in which political activists were mixed with non
political local people upset by the situation ,This rank and fije
movement place all parties but especially the Labour , including its
leftist wing in a difficult situation palitically;they tan only play
the legal political game and can't follow the campaign of  tax
refusal;as a Labour leader clearly said ;'we are against all
canpaign of refusal to pay the tax because we want to be obeyed for
the laws we will vote when we come back to power ', Yet | far more
important than the violence which again polarised the latent
violence of British society,is this movement of civil disobedience:
it is taking a new dimension as the poll tax begins to be
implemented in England and Wales,Scotland gives precisely the
neasure of what could be this new dimension :Scotland has had the
privilege of being the guinea pig for the poll tax one year ago
(certainly because of its Labour domination would not have caused
any political damage for the tories ), Refusal to ba rejistered for
the nex tax is difficult to estimate though some figures brought the
rate of refusal io more than I0¥% ; what is more known is the rale of
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independently of their political orientation - a permanent threat to
the central government,

The attack of the central governement against these local
arganizations was presented as the need to follow a new economical
anlicy -the liberalisation - but in fact it was more dirigiste than

Coevar;it took the form of a political fight of the conservative

saveramert Thatcher against the Labour local councils: it was not
arfficuli to bend the central government attempt to tame all local
tauncils bowards this political game because most of the Labour
touncils were in workers districts, the poorest ones where public
2xpens2s  ware more inportant and where these 'tommunautarian
shructures wara more widely spread ,It was even more evident with
~agianal councils (T4 took several years for the governement to
dtsband these councils @ the fight around the GLC is still in all
aaqaries and 1t dishandment is  even now not over It took years as
w3t inodmpase on the councils a limit to their expenses with an
soevation called "rate capping ‘which obliged the councils to reduce
drastirally iheir espenses by all and any means ; the 'cuts' became
e e«planation for the genaral degradation of the public services
313 the gradual shrinking of all support o the 'communautarian’
arzapiatiang  The social discontent increased at the same measure,
Bahoaniy were Labour councils  obliged to enforce 'rate capping;

#ver il the consbituenis  agreed with the rate level because they
wanbed good quality public services they were denied this unanimous
Bedsion praiis2ly  berayse  ceniral govenrment -i e capital -
ot balersde ware than 3 certain rate of consumption of surplus

3t bhis evel

o

mebodoumiiis rasislances and some escape routes  were possible

;v omanipulations of the  basis of the local tax ,the rate |
“iocaleuiation being outside governement control It was actually
‘ez of ihae Jocal fax reform to make effective this control it
#33 quite 2 naw i3, the ‘poll tax ' which uniformisesits basis at
sitional ievel ‘he rules being completely fixed by the law
Parhidding ary kind of ascape for the local authorities and giving
boo'haoeate capring all its efficiency,Here as well the conflict
meoamz peiavised an & palitical conflict because this reform was the
wari 303 rorsarvaiive governement already with a good record of
so0bdl o repression and becauwse as with the 'rate capping ' the Labour
counctls were  morve involved than the tory ones ,The more the reform
wis impiemanted the  more was this aspect of a political Labour -
Tory owonflict fading away as it appeared that the conservative
fauncils too ware victims  of this offensive from the central
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To sum up the argument: The DDR has clearly endeavoured to build up an
efficient and reliable army, and by international standards its endeavours

have even be extraordinary ones: Per 10, 000 of the population the DDR had
280 members of the armed forces (110 in the NVA, 180 in other armed orga-
nisations), while the much richer BRD had only 83 members (80 in the Bundes-
wehr, the rest border guards). In arms spending the DDR also surpassed the
BRD: For military purposes the DDR spent 563 Mark per head of the population
in 1975, while the BRD spent 477 Deutsche Mark per head of the population.
Nonetheless it has become evident now that the DDR has failed to achieve its
aims. However, the rapid disintegration of the East German.armed forces in
recent months, which comes as a surprise for Western media, has deep roots
in the history of class antagonism of four decades. In comparison with Western
armed forces the development of the NVA has a special quality, since the re-
lafionship between officers and soldiers is defined by its class nature. This

is what determines behaviour and attitudes of both sides in the everyday ex-
perience of the army. In comparison with capitalist command in the DDR in
general the development of the NVA has no special quality at all, Military
command is nothing but a variant of capitalist command, and the crisis of
capitalist command in the DDR could not possibly leave the armed forces un-
touched.

Th. S., march 1990
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EAST GERMAN CAPITALISM IN CRISIS

Just a‘few days ago, on March 18th, the East German people were agked

to publicly demonstrate their appreciation of "parliamentary democracy”
and "free elections" (Western style) by choosing candidates for the DDR

parlizment from a mass of about twenty parties most of which were probably
not even known to them just by their name, not to speak of top candidates and .
programmes. In this respect the East German elections could even be regard-

ed as having reached a higher degree of "democratic" perfection thanthose

in the West: When electing members of parliament, it makes no sense to

demand informations about personalities, programmes, policies, and pos;
sible coalitions, and "democracy'does not function any worse if you know ab-
solutely nothing about all this. Therefore the best and most efficient way to
runan ektion seems to be six;'xply to ask people (assum'ing complete political

illiteracy) to make a cross somewhere on a sheet of paper. This is what hap-

pened in East Germany last week.

I arrived in East Berlin when the counting of votes had just begun, to spend

. the major part of the night at a party of the PDS (Party of Democratic Socla-
lism, formerly SED - Party of Socialist Unity) in what was once the building
of the Reichshauptbank (Central Bank of the Deutsches Reich), and after 1945
the t;eat of the Central Committee of the SED, a building which has been to-
tally sealed off from the public for decadgs, being the very nerve centre of
capitalist strategic planning. As iate as October 1989 the SED/PDS still boa-

sted a membership of 2.3 million people, and now it is left stranded with
little more than a quarter of that figure, just around 650,000 people, and

only in comparison with the membership figures of West German political
parties that is still a lot, not in comparison with its own past. Nonetheless

an extremely happy mood prevailed among the crowd that night at the Cen-

tral Committee building, inspite of extremely long queues in front of the

tiny canteen requiring people to queue up for about three quarters of an
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Labour had a more efficient political function in the workers
districts to control such a situation,Apparently there was conflict
between the government and local touncils, between the central power
and the local power ,taking most of the time the aspect of a
political conflict between Labour and conservatives;the actual
conflict was , and still is ,a conflict between ‘economic
imparatives ' of capital imposed via the government acting as a
central authority and a kind of 'reorganisation ' »of social life
around the multiform resistances more or less camalised through the
local authorities- mainly the councils- The conflict was of course
political but in what it was expressing an economic and social
conflict:it burst up through economic considerations ; the financing
of the councils ,In a time when the State taken in the ecomomic
crisis must find new source of fimancing ( 0il revenue
privatisations , etc,,,),it has to reduce even more its income
(lower professional taxes to allow the recovery of profits for
capital ) and to face increased expenses (unmployment benefits |
sacurity forces , etc,,,):the reduction of local expenses became an
essential part of the conflict between the central goverament and
local authorities , It was at first a mean to transfer some income
from local level to national level , to follow at the lacal leve!
the policy of lowering the fiscal charges of firms and wealthy
people ,to oblige the councils to transfer a lot of local public
activities to capital ,and indirectly to reduce the power of this
myriad of ‘'communautarian’ organisms,0f course these consequences
were the apparent points which polarised the political fight : but
they ware only a consequence of the need for capital to operate its
imperative of profit at every level of the society | '

The councils were a local organisation endowed with  important
econamic and political power which virtually escaped the contral of
the central government ( very far for instance from the highly
centralised local administrative organisation in France for
instance) The councils had no central supervision and had to manage
not oanly the traditional local services but also considerable estate
properties ( 30% of the acccomodations in London for instance ),all
the education system f{primary and secondary schools ) except the
pedagogical control |, partly the police , the firemen  health
services,etc,, Some regional organisations, the regional councils
{the most important the Greater London Council -6LC ) had vith a kind
of delegation from the councils in their resort (the most important
urbanised areas) even more power considering the importance or the
territory and the population they controlled: they were
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diffusion of discontent ,a political indifference and the
Javelopment of a rank and file multiform resistance,The basic
structures of  capitalist society aimen at  controlling all  the
activity of the population, either at the place of production or at
the locai leval moved gradually to some kind of resistance
struciuras; from that moment., their manipulation by the central
~‘,an114*!0n’ funions ,political parties ,government , management )
wacame more and more difficult |

e owasd important place of this resistance was the factories |, all
A p;a.e: af exploitation of work ; the class resistance used the
scal wnions and the shop stewards to push ahead wildcat strikes,
siich ,5n spite of various wide attacks aimed at eradicate them |,
wirz wayay eliginated The last important attempt came from the
aigher consarvative government; it aimed not to weaken the unions
toin comael them to act according to their centralising function
- ba of
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sake of capital,disciplining the labour force and imposing

he imperatives of profit After ten years of constant effort

5 direction | capital can only observe as the Financial Times
racantly (22/2/90 ) that the industrial laws ' had had
jialiy no effect on the economical performances of the
iich maans In other terms that the British working class as a

has  vesizted the intensification of exploitation ,The
sivibas wildest or rot , had only been the intermediary expression
of twy ends of 3 same phenomenon iat one end the daily attitudes at
wyh aainst the E¢p‘Dltaf10n what capital calls by euphemism
Stk g ~sa 5 ' have nol been eliminated even with the use

Rl f or o 4he carrob;al the other end , the most
like ithe wminers strike (24-85 ) or the group
flondres 36~87 ) which polarised the latent
yiahat vialence towards an open class vinlence .

-
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S« mare Doval oand general level |, this movement of resistance
23305t ihe shria 1113 of tha welfarz State brought the development
g fieca’ 'communautarian 'very diversified structures,They
Sireoomore v G23s autonomous , run by wvolunteers but got the
witigated  supsart of  lscal  councils  obliged to  deal with
fhaw Tending accomodations |, giving grants and in a certain way
Fiving 1ifa to kzep some kind of a local control ,to a no man's
tand of de facts structures; they actually didn't fix or control
avihar  ihe  arjentabion  wor  the finality of these specific
shruriures R
‘r\-_.--k
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3. A3a9st these lacal organisations |, a direct attack was
2 tonaiderin q ih b tha vialent attempts to reduce some too
s Ehe aetes anes Taral geciars had provoked riots and that the
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hour for a bottle of beer (going by East German standards that is not an
unusual and unbearable waiting time), and inspite of early estimates of
results and model calculations giving the PDS a total of around 16 per cent
of the vote for the republic as a whole and around 32 per cent for the city

of East Berlin, Looking at the cheering crowd you might even have had the
impression of still being in the good old days when the SED used to get a
vote of around 99. 98 per cent (together with the other block parties in the
National Front). But in fact the good old days are irretrievably gone,

the carnival of capitalism with a "socialist" face is over after forty years,
and the masks of those who claimed to be the "vanguard" of the working
class are down. In a symbolic moment, long before the final results of the
election were announced around midnight, the canteen of the Central Com-
mittee ran’out of beer (where beer has always been one of the very few com-
modities which were readily available in unlimited quaptities in East Germa-
ny).

Hopes ran high, in particular among East German and West German poli-
ticians, that the "first democratic elections on East German territory since
November 1932", as they were labeled, would put an end to the "'rule of/
the mob in the streets" and to social anarchy and chaos. Visiting East-Ger-
many in recent months, it would have been hard to get a glimpse of anarchy
and chaos, and yet they still prevail. Just as in the past order and obedience
were more apparent than real, so nowadays disorder and disobedience are
more real than apparent, i.e. class relations have not yet changed profound-
ly, aithough there have been a few very spectacular movements, bearing
witness of the enormous destructive power of the East German working
class. I can only try to indicate briefly what happened in major sectors of
gociety since October 1989: '

1) One of the most spectacular events was the frontal attack against the
SSD or Stasi (abbreviations for Staatssicherheitsdienst, State Security Ser-
vice) and its variovus activities. The SSD, certainly the most important in-

strument of repression against the working class, once employed around

190, 000 men and women - more than the East German armed forces - plus

300, 000 to 500, 000 informers in all spheres of social life. In all major
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cities and towns of the DDR angry people stormed the office buﬂdings ot

the SSD or put such pressure on officials that they were given Access to -

the offices, cross-examined leading officials, safeguarded important docﬁp
ments, sealed rooms and archives, formed citizens* committeec tak(ng com- B
"plete command on the intelligence service’s precincts, and bega.n to eollect ;
all kind of information on the activities of intelligence men: from the pubuc 5
thus giving the idea of public security a new content. thh;n.weeks the go-" s
vernment was forced to dissolve the $SD and to find new exﬁploymg;lt for ; :

its former agents (this led to a large number of strikes in many firms),
Attempts to form a new intelligence service under a different name were '

quickly abandoned in the face of spontaneous strikes flaring up almost every-

where in the repubhc

2) No less spectacular was the disintegration of the NVA (Nationale Volks~
armee - National People's Army), formerly counting around 170, 000 men, .

Since the draft was introduced in 1962 military service has never beexrvery:
popular with young people, even less 80 in recent years when disarmament

talks created a sort of ideological void in the legitimation of the military,

Now a vast majority of East German youth seems to refuse any kind of mili-

tary service in the future. Many officers and soldiers have already been
éiséharged from the armed forces, and on paper there are no more than

100, 000 men left. But only ha)f this number is required to be 6n duty a:t any '
time, the rest being sent to work in various pléc;s outside the arméd forces,
replacing workers who have moved to the West and trying to keep the stagger-
‘ing East German economy going. There have also been mass defections from

the armed forces treating difficult situations in many units. On top of this

there have been numerous signs of disobedience as well as mutinies, and

many! parts of the armed forces have seen the formation of soldiers® councils °

demanding to be heard on all aspects of military life. The NVA, once the

pride of the SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei - Party of Socialist Unity),
still exists, but in fact it would be more correct to say, it exists on paper,

not to be used against. whatever enemy there might be anymore.
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UNITED KINGOOK

Some considerations on recent events ,

-Tﬁe d1st March outburst in London , so called 'riots against the

poll tax ' filled the mass media with the theme 'revelt against
Thatcher ',0f course , this permanent and recurrent violence of

-~ British society, this outstanding refusal of a new tax so evidently

socially unjust,the political switch to the Labour Party, the
inflated existence of a turbulent active trotskyist minority inside
it, the political exploitation from all sides of this government
blunder against a background of deeper economical problems, are
pretty actual ;nevertheless this exploitation conceals the basic
conflict inside British society , a class conflict which since the
end of the last war has wrecked a lot of political attempts-Labour
or Tory - to overcome its consequences, a class conflict which
spreads its metastasis throughout all parts of the economic and
social life in UK , .

It will be too long , in a short article , to develop the historical
roots of such a situation ,We could easily explain how such basic
structures of capitalist society ., local union branches , shop
stevards and councils could consistently have wsed and enlarged
their power inside organisations that english bourgeoisie thought
to have in control; the establishment could consider up to recently
that its economit and ideological domination was the guarantes of
the management of society in its own interest which means the

.interest of capital ,

The economic decline started one century ago, the world war  and
the loss of the empire , tha crisis and  various inefficient
remedies to raise profits for capital completely transformed the
attitude of the British proletariat: the last important attempt was
the policy of the Labour Party just after the end of the second
world war in order to cheat the workers hopes for a new society it
was a mixture of State capitalism to help PBritish capital to
survive mixed with the welfare measures supposed to get the suppart
of the workers for the rebuilding of ‘their’ capital,The actual
effect of this mixture was the development of a class resistance in
all sectors of the society mainly when the capitalist system tried
gradually to erode all the 'benefits ' it had had to concede under
the pressure of circumstances |,

It was not a direct attack which would have caused a szacial
explosion but a relentless chipping away which raused a growing
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THE EXAMPLE of Poland’s
Solidarity has been beguiling

but confusing. It is the excep- .

tion among trade union move-
ments in the de-communising
communist world: nothing like
it has happened since, nor is
likely to.

Indeed, even in Poland, Soli- |

darity has not replaced the
once-official union movement,
OPZZ. The latter claims 6m
members to Solidarity’s 2m.
Elsewhere the official unions
are finding new leaderships,
adopting newly confrontation-
ist attitudes towards the state
and enterprise management
and employing new rhetoric.
But they are not in any seri-
ous way being eroded by “free”
union movements. The unions
look like one of the instru-
ments of the old regime which
can metamorphose into an
interest group within the new,
in part because they can
express, and are already
expressing, a working class dis-
trustfulness of the intelligen-
tsia and pro-marketeers who
are in the leadership of change.

The Soviet All Union Council
of Trade Unions (AUCTU), -

with 142m members in 32

branch unions, an income of -

Rbs4bn a year and formally the

most powerful union move- :

ment in the world, will be part

of this scheme of things. It has '

the organisation, resources and
experience to make the transi-
tion from a body which trans-
mitted management and party
orders and provided social
security, holiday and other
benefits, to one which will
habitually occupy the labour
side of a negotiating table.
The shift will not be smooth,
and rebellions are already evi-
dent. But the AUCTU is
unlikely to lose a commanding
place within the working class,
even if it will increasingly
have to adapt its structure and
reflexes in order to co-opt those

among- the workers who wiil
challenge this or that part of
“the system”, initially from the
outside. _ ey

That is the task on which it
is now engaged. The miners’
strikes of last year threw up a
new leadership which managed;
to wrest from the government
huge concessions. Some of
these leaders will, later this

in the official union of miners.

Yet the miners were not the
first:;. In 1988, the fishermen’s
union had objected that the
conditions of work of their
members called for a new
approach. The union sacked its:
old leadership and demanded!
more autonomy. Now, the bag-;
gage handlers want indepen-

transition

vom Fnawcial Tiwes 12/8/50 ;

tion of society, including indus-
trial - democrac

"‘“Péreé'tﬁ"dg:i :.tlﬁo means
hard work.. Jut ‘'other aspects
look threatening - the's

sis ‘on’ profits, for:e
could mean a new’ Tayl

(disciplined repetitive labour)
year, assume the leading posts{ with

no redress or: control. We
sooner ‘or later have to’ go for
profit maximisation,’ which
will mean'cuts in the now high

think the cd-pggmtj}zg&f.yﬂl :

salaries and a worsening -of

conditions. ‘And they- are not
even taxed properly!”* - .
ﬁgﬁﬁ;ﬂg, “tilsxe : untlignq:- are

.on “issues” in-:a way
they have not, or have not had

dence from the air workers;g. before. Last month, a raise

union. ‘ ,
As the AUCTU's structure |diesel fuel sparked .off threats

moves to accommodate new
pressures from below, so it
seeks to absorb the new pres-
sures from above. From its
Sixth Plenum in 1987, the
union has been formally com-
mitted to independence from !

the cost to “enterprises. of

of strike as unions féared that

the extra costs to the plants

would come out of their mem-

bers’ wages funds. L
The Finance Ministry back
down and promised to compen-

sate the enterprises ‘for the °

the Soviet state and the Com-’price rises one for one. It
munist Party. Now, as. the’showed, again, how timorbus
party strips itself of exclusive this government is on chal-
power, it begins to look about lenging workforces - espe-
for bargaining partners other cially so soon before the repub-
than the Party. ‘lican elections. But that is the
Mr Yegor Yurgens is deputy/ effect of democracy, on both
head of the AUCTU’s interna-: sides. '
tional department. He is one of° Indeed, the unions’ emer-
the many youngish men you gence as a “conservative” -
now meet about Moscow, that is, anti-market - force in
clever, relativist in their views, society is wholly to be expec-
dispassionate; a little like a’ted. It is not surprising that
policy analyst in New York or, Soviet unions should, as

Paris, right down to the barg
bels tucked beneath his desk:
This is his view: “We are get<
ting closer and closer to tradi-
tional unions of the western
type. We must see what the
parties offer from the point of
view of workers.

democracy tries to take root,
become like other union move-
ments. They should now take
lessons from the British Trade
Union Copgress and (in the
case of the umofficial leader-
ships) the American AFL-CIO;
and they should fry. to bully

“We can go along with much governments and enterprises
of what perestroika offers, If (Who must learn to bully hack).

perestroika is the democratisa-

John Lioyd
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3) Inthe past the SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei - Party of Socialist

Unity), formed in 1946 as a result of the unification of the Communist Party
and the Social-Democrats, tried to control the entire social system down

to the last pissoir (as a West German journalist re-formulated the party’s
claim to a leading role in society) by establishing almost 90, 000 party cells
all over the country, the vast majority of them in the factories and offices
of East Germany’s 150 monopolies, the so-called "Kombinate", a smaller
number in the living quarters of town and countryside. A widespread move-
ment of strikes and strike threats has led to the collapse of the party organi-
zation in most factories and offices. The party bureaucracy itself, once part
of the ruling capitalist class, has had no ether choice but to reduce its appa-
ratus in the Bzirke (administrative regions) of the country by 75 to 90 per
cent, and at the Central Committee of the SED nearly 60 per cent of all em-
ployees lost their job. At the end of last year, just before the hastily con-
voked party congress and at the congress itself, it seemed for a moment as
if the SED delegates would have to decide the complete and final dissolution
of the party. In the run-up to the elections. the SED has gained renewed con-
fidence only because of the enormous brixtality of West German managers
and politicians, lending it a sort of new credibility as a radical opposition.
Still the hatred of the East German working class for the party bureaucrats
is enormous, and in particular the question of privileges still causes a lot
of anger, Small groups of workers havce'%.emanded access to the homes of
former bureaucrats {or gained it by force) in all parts of the country, mea-
suring rod in hand, to gather information for dossiers on the living condi-
tions of party leaders and government members. Activities in the same
vein have developed almost everywhere. Popular protest has even prevented
former party leader Erich Honecker from finding a home for himself and
his wife anywhere in the country, and he had therefore to take refuge in the

house of a priest.

4) In most of the 150 "Kombinate", the capitzlist monopolies of East Germa-

" ny, working class struggle has smashed the unholy trinity of capitalist com-

mand, formerly uniting management, party bureaucracy and trade union
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bureaucracy against the workers. In masses workers gave back their mem-
bership books of the SED, and sir;zple strike threats normally sufficed to
chase the SED organisation out of the factories and offices. So far the

trade unions have not yet lost too many of their more than 9 million members,
but they are now far from playihg their former role and have not really

found a new one, even if already attempting the somersault from participa-
ting in capitalist command tp mediating in future class conflicts. Many wor-
kers have either ceased to pay their union dues or have decided to pay no
more than minimum amounts, thus creating a very dangerous financial si-
tuation for the unions. The authority of the p;rty and the trade unions is de-
stroyed once and for all, and this is also true for the group of capitalist ma-
nagers who have tended to distance themselves quickly from the SED, although
this aas hardly made them less vulnerable. The East German economy, even
if ranking before countries like Italy or Spain, even if l{aving a higher aver-

‘ age standard of living than Great Britain, is in a pretty bad shape. There
can be no doubt about a high rate of absenteeism only as § result of the open
borders, about growing problems of supplies for the East German industry
because of the abysmal situation of surrounding countries of the Eastern bloc
and becausge of the inevitable closure of a number of factories in the DDR
most heavily polluting air, land and water, about a traditionally-very low
productivity of labour for which there is a whole rénge of reasons, about
the insufficiency of a faltering technological equipment whose’modernity is
far behind that of West German industry. Under .such conditic'ms experts have
suggested that up to half of East German industry might have to be scrapped,
and the rest would probably have to be handed over to West German business
in the manner of "unconditional surrender". Evidently many East German
managers do not mind to proceed along such lines, and workers have not
been asked so far. Working-class women will probably be hardest hit, with

the DDR still holding the world record in female employment.

(to be continued)

Th.S., march 1990
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increasing expertise due to expericnce and consequent career advancement) or because, having es-
caped schooling as soon as they were able they admirc those who bave stuck it out longer and taken
qualiﬁcaliohs. The Age article April 18, 1988 and Frank Castles 'Australia’s Inequality Parz.x’ in
Australian Socicty, November '89, suggests that the mass of the population can accept differentials
of income levels of up 1o 3 to 1. Since it is possible to imagine one person working three times as
long or as hard as another this difference seems reasonable.

The sleeper’ clemeat in the implicit debate about incomes is the income levels of scif-employed pe-
ople at various levels and the salaries of the top exccutives, managers and company directors. The
incomes of the latter bave been growing at the same time as ordinary incomes have been stagnating.
If discussion of these incomes in relation to pilots’ incomes ecmerges the disillusionment of working
people with the Labor Party will become too great for Bob Hawke’s sccurity of teaurc of the Lodge.
The working people of Australia arc not yet ready to embrace calmly the shattering of the myth of
cquality.

The role of the A.C.T.U. will be crucial in thc bandling of the mass of contradictions that are invol-
ved in the Hawke-Keating incomes policy. The A.C.T.U. has more at stake in the survival of mode-
ration than any other party. The officials involved in the A.C.T.U. are worried by the spectacle of
the destruction of the Pilots’ Federation because from the point of view of union officials the Fede-
ration is a union, i.c. a possiblc sourcc of cmployment as labour-brokers, of themsclves. Employce
organi;lions speak on behaif of their members but their voices arc modulated, silenced or ampli-
fied somctimes, by their own vested interests as members of a particular fraction of the middlc class.
Union spokesmen are gencrally speaking, aspirants to or full members of the managerial castc. This
caste or class fraction depends for its existence upon a state of class division and conflict that can be
managed and alleviated by experts in industrial relations. Either total suppression or total explosion
of the working masses would climinatc the need for this class of functionaries.

The leaders of the A.C.T.U. have suggested that the Federation has brought destruction upon its
own hcad by its determination not to accept wage guidelines. Implicit in this attitude is a recognition
that an importaant fuanctioa of unions is to restrain the incomes of cmployed people. The other func-
tion that the A.C.T.U. used to proclaim as its own - the protection of the social wage on behalf of
both employed and unemployed scctions of the working masscs - scems to have faded into the back-
ground. The survival of the government with which they have formed such close ties has assumed top
priority in the outlook of most union officials,

The Hawke government is attempting to convey to the population at large (i.c. outside of ruling and
privileged circles) that 'restraint’ is necessary to the survival of 'our’ cconomy. The Labor govern-
ment through its striking breaking stance is attcmpting 10 convey a dual message to the working
class: if you look for cquality of sacrifice you see it in our attitude to the 'greedy’ pilots; if their mili-
lancy tempts you to "go outside’ the guidclines be carcful because we can smash your organisation if
we have to.

Public service unions, teachers unions aad others under pressure of their rank-and-file scem cur-
rently not to be heeding cither of thesc signals. Social strife is on the increasc becausc awareness of
income disparities is on the increase but union officjals, because of their own interest in the survival
of their base of employment will balk at placing their organisations in jcopardy. Lcgal manocuvres
by employers or goverament are signals to union officials that their means of existence, i.e. their li-
cence to practice as brokers of labour, will be withdrawa from them if they do not continuc to re-
member that their fuaction in industrial society is to control the level of wage costs to employers and
to facilitate readjustmeats of the workforce to the needs of capitalism.

J.W. Addie.
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and its agents in government and infrastructure.

These are the reasons that pilots have for considering themsclves to be not mere waged-workers but
rather highly crucial or strategic professional workers in the {functioning of a capitalist society. Why
then doces the Hawke government persist in treating them as part of the general working mass of the
population and thereby refusing them admission to the "executive’ class? Because it does not wish to
draw attention to the remarkable wealth and privilcge of the class of "over $100,000". There is also
the extra reason for this attitude at the prescat time that the domestic airline industry is being re-
structured by the government in co-operation with the major airline companies and a reduction of
the workforce of pilots and intensification of their working lives is an essential part of the plans of
both the airlines and the government. The breaking of the federation is essential to this process for
cmployers.

Thus Hawke's two-fold motivation for attempting to incorporate the pilots into the system of con-
trolled incomes that is known as the Accord is to both extend and justified the csseatial underpin-
ning of his cconomic policy. The deal between the labor movement led by the A.C.T.U. and the
Labor government was always intended to signal a contract between all cmployces and all cmployers
and there were understandings received about control of non-salary incomes such as profits and fces
for professional services. Hawke's hostility towards the quasi-profcssional pilots is thus to some ex-
tent the delivery of a promise to hold down aon-waged incomes as well as wages. We have all scen
the postponement of their promise to control corporatc incomes; attempts to control the incomes of
professional workers in the health industry have been implemented indirectly through cut-backs in
the outlays on hospitals, pharmacics and Medicare. Further the incomes of academics and higher
government officials and parliamentarians have also been restrained to some extent by wage-guidcli-
nes. While in fact the clear restraint of wage incomes and the less tightly and publicly restrained in-
comes of higher income employees is intended to increase the profitability of the so-called private
sector and the efficiency of the public sector by shifting income from labour in gencral to capital in
general, the ideological disguise of this program is an incomes policy whosc ostensible purposc has
been to achicve hoth a control of inflation and an arresting of the tendency to decline or non-com-
petitiveness in the cconomy as a whole. Equity of suffering in the experience of this restructuring or
adaptation of Australian socicty to its decling in living standards is the sugar on the bitter pill,

The myth of the cquality of suffering or ‘restraint’ is esseatial to the political hegemony of the
Hawke-Keating line. The weakness of the income control system is that it heightens the awareness of
the public of the incqualitics in income levels between the different scctors of the population.
Hawke calls upon cach scetor of the working population - even judges, politicians and busincss exe-
cutives to accept the percentage increase afforded to the unionised sector of the workers by the in-
dustrial Relations Commission. This tactic enables Hawke to emphasise ‘cquality of sacrifice’ in the
service of the nation while obfuscating the real difference of income levels that exist between exccu-
tive, judicial and other high admiaistrative, managerial or professional incomes and those of the
bulk of the papulation. The public has been revealed as quite ignorant as to the real difference in in-
vomes that exist (see the Age article April 18, 1988 - Income Gab is wider than most Australians be-
licsed) and as having & much greater preference for a leveling of incomes than the Hawke government
has shown any inclination to implement.

Media treatment of all disputes abaut income levels supports the government’s focus upon percent-
aue adjustments rather than gross incomes, Even in the case of the pilots who are portrayed as high-
Iy erecdy for attempuing to break rank very few indications have been given to the public as to the
actual fevels of carnings of a “typical” pilot. The public accepts differences in income cither because
most people hope ta see some improvement in their income over their lifetime (as a reward for their
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2072789 :rolling strikes from the pilots for more wages : Ansett
and fAustralian adopt an agressive attitude to these claims with
the support of ACTU and of the government,
£/6/89 :The AFAP (Australian Federation of Air Pilots ),
independent union non affiliated to ACTU tells the pilots to be
prepared for a long strike |

8/99 AFAP with the support of all pilots unveil a claim for
23,4%,The companies refuse to discuss this and the central
organisation of wages regqulation :'Industrial Relation Commission '
{IRC ) - a government body - give 6,5% to the pilots , no more no
less than to other workers |
11/2/89 :Melbourn pilots go on strike for 24 hours ,
15/2/99:Airlines companies would perhaps open negotiations but the
qovernment condemn any attempt to get an agreeemnt out of the
centralized system of wage bargaining ,AFAP declares it will not
open nagotiations in the legal bargaining system,The main argument
for this posiition is that this system can be used for ordinary
workers bul is no use for specific professions like judges ,
aoliticians , managers all of them having already got wage
increases far beyand the legal limit |
The government thraaten to bring any agreement to IRC in such a way
that this organisation could decide the cancellation of all
previous agreements concerning the pilots so they would be under an
obligation to discuss completely new contracts | which was of
rourse all that the companies could dream of
1772729 1,650 pilots of the 4 companies ask for direct
un;otiatiﬂns through the AFAP and begin to follow a union decision
to work anly from 9 am up to 5 pm everyday |

13/3/89;IRC allows the companies to cancel all agreement:
concerning the pilots Hawke declare 'war ' on the 'greedy’pilots
whi are ,he says , 'nothing more then bus drivers ',
19/8/89.IRC orders the pilots to resume work 'normally ' before the
2143799, :
2173739 (A1Y individual contracts are cancelled ,AFAP maintains the
Eim‘tat'on of working time | ,
13/3/3¢  the  government calls  the foreign companies for
15CU55ians
/2729 ;Auauralian Airlines begins to suspend its pilots and
Anseti to sack them ,To escape all kind of legal sanctions |, all

~J LL I~

£

the pilats of the 4 companies give in their notice ; the companies

have to ground all their flights ,Ansett sues 67 pilots specially
chonsen for breach of contract claiming indemnities for losses when
pilols were wirking only S hours daytime,

The governmani 99 ah2ad to break the strike !

S
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gradations in Australian society just as there are in all civilised societies built upon the principle of
the unequal distribution of wealth and power but the precise place of cach profession cannot remain
fixed in a period of rationalisation of capitalism in its epoch of incipicnt overproduction relative to a
slowdown in the development of new markets. The professions that are built upon possession of a
special knowledge that cae be dispensed as a commodity have largely formed a strata of relatively
small business. The most sensible semantic distinction that can be made between those with speciali-
sed knowledge as the resuit of expensive training who can be called professional, and those who can
not, is largely built on the answer to one question: can the owner of the special knowledge or skill
set himself up in business? By and large doctors, accouataats, lawyers, dentists, pharmacists, engi-
neers and computer programmers can do so given the support, initially, of wealthy or comfortable
parents. (So also can most tradespeople but in their case their expertise contributes less to the main-
tenance of the capitalist system of uncqual power and wealth and is more oricnted towards the pro-
vision of real technical services to the population at large).

Outside the world of the elitc the para-professionals revolve. Teachers, nurses, ancillary health wor-
kers, sociologists, social workers, criminologists and child menders contribute in a quite expert way
to the functioning of the system but their contribution is less specifically oricated to the maintenan-
ce of the capitalist order than it is to the mitigation of its effccts upon the population at large. Ac-
cordingly, these strata are less well rewarded and the systcm has been able to largely confine them
to the wage-carning class, granting them oaly the status, now largely illusory, of being salaricd wor-
kers rathcr than waged-workers. Furthermore, the market to which thesc sectors can turn for private
carning is less afflucnt than the largely corporate clicatcle of the professions outside of mediciac.

Despitc these obvious ranks, the system has to be fluid and caonot hold people rigidly in place at a
fixed level of income without shattering the illusion upon-which bourgcois socicty was founded with
the French revolution, i.c. la carriere ouverte aux taleats, i.c. there are always opportunitics for ad-
vanccment open for those who display talcnt and work hard. For this rcason all credentialed occu-
pations have salary scales. Only the basic trades and manual skills tend to have no, or only minimal,
incremental wage levels. Of course, there is a lot of this so-called carcer-structure around in indus-
try when industry is viable because it pacifies waged workers by dividing them against cach other but
the cffect of unionism in the lower reaches of the income system is to minimise the steps of a wor-
ker’s ‘career path’ especially as too many upper levels would greatly increase the cost of labour.
Unions seck both to maintain cxploitation of labour and to reduce its severity because their function
as intermediaries between capital and labour requircs that they serve the system while appearing to
serve those who underpin it and make it possible by their real productive contribution to the satis-
faction of real material needs.

Now airline pilots occupy an ambiguous position in the employment of a capitalist society. Their sta-
tus is not fully that of self-cmployed experts like pharmacists or dentists since the system only allows
a minimal number to set themselves up in business. The airline pilots arc employces and that is the
basis of the;claim of the A.C.T.U. that they are only workers or employees like all others that the
A.C.T.U. claims to represent. On the other hand airline pilots are the holders of licenses to operate
highly technically sophisticated and highly expeasive equipment. Being the operators of such equip-
ment pilots gain the sort of special status as surgeons, doctors, radiologists, pathologists and compu-
ter programmers or system analysts. More importantly they gain the real economic power to deliver
or not deliver considerable incomes to the owners of the expensive picces of equipment that the air-

-line companies are. Pilots also hold another esscntial strategic advantage in modern capitalist socie-

ty: they make much of what is essential for corporate administration happen in terms of delivery of
goods, delivery of sales and merchandising activity and delivery via travelling businessmen of mana-
gerial decisions. In other words, the services they deliver more closely affect the business class itself



In capitalist terms this has been necessary to maintain a satisfactory rate of return on a mass of capi-
tal which goes on increasing in all but the very worst of times and which therefore requires to main-
tain the same rate of return to owners of capital - be they individuals or institutions - an increasing
mass of profits even if the revenue base of the industrics owned by capital is crumbling due to eco-
nomic stagnation or shrinkage of the world share duc to defeat at the hands of foreign industries or
capiltalist institutions. As we have all become awarc only those industries which deal in the lifeblood
of capitalism as a system, i.c. money (or rather at this lcvel, finance) have expericnced continuing
growth of returns in an impressive way. The financial scctor of the Australian economy has continu-
ed to experience a virtual geometric progression in its profits because it deals in the most abstract
and purc form of capitalist wealth and power and can do so by an accommodation with foreign capi-
tal that is largely impossible for industries rooted in the concrete realitics of Australian economic
conditions. Mcanwhile all other industrics have had to press heavily down on their workforce in’or-
der to continuc to extract profils commensurate with the size of their capitals or at least sufficient to
protect them from take-over by bigger capitals especially bigger ones morc securely based overseas.
Al the same time however, the agents of this incrcased exploitation of the workforce, i.c. judges and
chicf exccutives have been rewarded by increased remuneration for their excellent work in contai-
ning and utilising betfer a workforce ia the proccss of restructuring and income decline.

The accord thercfore has functioned to protect the Australian capitalist class from destruction at
the hands of forcign capital. Parts of the capitalist class have been defcated. The rate of takeovers
testifics to this shrinking of the number of scparate capitals (in the form of companics or blocks of
sharc-holdings in companics) but the commanding hcights of Australian capitalism have made vari-
ous accommodations to forcign capitals which have allowed them to survive in modified form. To
somc extent there has been transfer of masses of capital into 'foreign’ hands, to some extent there
has been reinvigoration of sectors that could adapt to changing forms of industry and capitalist pro-
duction. Restructuring has cven involved some amount of development of new industrics or forms of
capital (which is of coursc the vitimate purposc of all economic activity under capitalism, ic. to
crealte capital or socio-economic power). Mostly, however, the adaptation of Australian capitalism
has taken the form of a subordination of local interests and activities to external oncs.

The meaning of this for the bulk of the Australian population is reducing living standards. The role
of the Hawke Labor government has been to bring this about - in the name of the Australian nation
but in reality in the service of world capitalism as a whole system - with the least possible social fric-
tion and wastage of financial resources or diminution of political stability. The Hawke governmeat
has strengthened control by those strata of socicty who benefit by the perpetuation of capitalism, i.e.
those who have scized, by various means, the commanding hcights of socicty. These are of course
the billionaires and those who, by serving their interests, are placed in prospect of becoming at least
millionaires themselves.

A capitalist system, whether of the western or the castera variety, always rewards a certain strata
who hold key subordinate positions in the control of the system. Those strata have been largely tho-
se who occupicd lesser places in the operation of the system - directors, chiel managers, heads of
major institutions - posscssors of crucial knowledge and special skills. Some have been by tradition
apparcnt leaders in society - judges, surgecons, specialists, chicf engineers and other technocrats cru-
cial to the functioning of socicty. The income levels of these people are determined by the market
for system-operating skills because these people implement capitalist exploitation and maintain the
hierarchy nccessary to its system of subordination.

Just below these august personages come those whose status is based more on tradition than on cru-
cial expertise: professors, dentists, doctors, pharmacists, conductors, bishops, etc. There are many
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-encouraged the hiring of foreign aircrafts and pilats |
-relaxed curbs on foreign airlines,
-ordered the Airforce into service to run civil lines ,
(later it will be discovered that most of these flights have not at
all respected the security rules imposed usually to the pilets and
airerafts )
26/8/89;the publication Flight International publishes a call from
AFAP asking for the international banishment of all pilots
answering the call of the australian companies for the recruitment
of scabs ,
29/9/89:the companies claim to have received 300 applicatians to
work as pilots instead of the ex-pilots ,
1/9/89 ; the tourist industry to send home 15,000 workers
4/9/89 Hawke offer financial compensations far the lossas of the
Air companies , . '
5/7/9/89 :some secret run of negotiations-but without result The
pilots determination prevents AFAP from conceding anything to the
tompanies or to the governement ,
9-10/9/89 :some company aircrafs on some lines with foreign pilots
but most of the staff refuses to resume work unless 3,200 sent home
are immediately called to work |,
15/9/89 11,500 air controllers threaten to go on strike for wages
23/9/89 ,20% of the prestrike flights on with teams rented with the
aircraft or foreign recruited pilots in the UK , France , Iceland
and Spain,
In october and november , the strike is still as strong as
ever AFAP is trying desperately to get again recognition by IRC to
be allowed {0 discuss for the pilots the individual contracts now
offered by the companiés ,Governement and the general main wnien
ACTU help them to totally eliminate AFAP (ACTU will even try to get
this recognition to represent the pilots though it has no union for
them ):67 writs against individual pilots are withdrawn but not the
writs against AFAP ,
In november the Supreme Court allows the companies to claim damanes
to AFAP for 'having conspired to injure the airlines by directing
pilots to work only from 9 am to 5 pn ., IRC declare that this
sentence is ' a salutory example for those who choose to operarte
outside the system ',
In december , all new attempts to get an agreement failed with the
pressure of the pilots because the IRC maintain the following
conditions for the opening of discussions :
-lift bans on scabs
-accept all decisions of IRC
-abide to the August national wage decision ,
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On its side AFAP is for a return %o work on a seniority basis and
the reinstatement of a range of former work conditions ,The
companies claim to have engaged 147 pilots out of the 1643 having
given in their natice,
12/2/90 AFAP is fined for £ 3 millions ,As it has no funds it is
practically the end of this organisation deprived of its
representativity and of all its belongings ,
Hawke can declare then that the strike is technically over and the
airlines arve going ahead with their restructuring; some of them
could clainm they arve rumning the same fligths with half of the
orestrike staff  The striking pilots have no other choice than
zither to go abroad or to agree to work on the conditions of the
new contracts approved by IRC ¢ 55 hours of flight a month with
wage increase of £%; beyond these 55 hours overtime will be paid;
ail the side benefits are practically removed ,Even if it will take
time for the airlines to get 'back to normal 'with a loss of monay
and profits becausz of the strike , the new contracts will allow
ihem not only Lo face the deregulation but too to find an increased
profitability |
The strike and the complete elimination of a specific professional
unian tan be compaved with the air controller strike in the USA at
the baginming 2f Lhe Reagan presidency, with the difference , not
so important in fact, that in Australia it is not the work of a
‘reactionary ' governzment but of a Labour government helped by the
main unien. '
[i we tonsider the wethods of struggle this strike shows that all
ihe juridital system to present such strikes are useless when the
warkers are  strongly determined to go ahead - for their own
interasts: they aiways can find some answer o the legal barriers
raised to cravent them o sirike,Another point is that workers are
ready o lose their job (even considered a privilegied.one ) rather
than to bend to some diktat from managers and politicians( the
Eastern airlines strike is another example of this fact ) No doubt
Ehat tha australian piloats had underestimated the possibility of
resistance of the airlines and of the governement and were too
confident of itheir position in the balance of struggle with the
airlines and in the austiralian economy ,Mevertheless the fact they
have resisted up to the end | almost without any kind of hope , has

to be cowpared with other struggles in which such an attitude

eiprass abisciively a refusal to be placed inside the legal
framawork of institutions and to be integrated in it |

AIRLINE
PILOTS
DISPUTE

LESSONS FROM THE AIRLINE PILOTS DISPUTE:
EQUALITY OF SACRIFICE ISSUES

Now that it is almost over it may be time to draw coaclusions from what the pilot’s strike has to te-
ach salaried or waged workers and other lesser mortals than those who chart the skics. The first
thing that comes to my mind is that it is wise to pay attention to the titles worn by disputing parties
and by other important agencics. There was a tendency during the strike to treat the Pilots Federa-
tion as just anotber union. This was largely wishful thinking just as Bob Hawke’s virtual categorisa-
tion of the pilot’s as the busdrivers of the air was a wish that Australian society had not, in the last
forty years or so, allowed a highly skilled section of the workforce to carve out for itself a highly lu-
crative and strategically very important place for itself in a very important part of Australia’s systcm
of transportation. The persons who represent the pilots bave been sensitive to the very special posi-
tion in Australian society of the pilots of large acroplaaes and have built their own carcers on suc-
cessfully pursuing the economic intcrests of those better paid pilots while claiming to represent
pilots of lesscr status as well. Highly trained opcrators of crucial and very sensitive modcern cquip-
mcnt such as acroplancs - or othcr highly sophisticated cquipment such as is found in hospitals com-
puter centres, traffic control centres, central banks and administrative or burcaucratic headquarters
- arc not in the habit of thinking of themsclves as merc workers. That is the rcason the agencices
which rcprescnt their interests to other crucial social agencies such as the government, the major
employcrs and to society in general go under such namcs as association guild, institutc, socicty or fe-
deration. These terms set aside from the mass of workers those people whose cxpertise and econo-
mically or socially stratcgically important position allows them to claim and rctain a
disproportionate share of the national income. The Pilots Federation does not represent workers. If
pilots were mere workers then their agency of represcatation would be known as a union.

The attempt of the government and of the A.C.T.U. throughout the dispute has been to humble the
Pilots Federation down o the level of a merc union. The motivation of the government has been
twolold. The first rcason is the one that the media have made everyone aware of: the nced to hold
one line against wage push inflation and erosion of profitability. Despitc their own view of themsel-
ves pilots are, for their employers, part of the workforce and a threat to profitability if their de-
mands for increased levels of remuneration are satisfied beyond a minimal level. The second reason
is more complex. The pilots through their federation have asked to be considered as non-waged wor-
kers and have drawn parallels between themsclves and members of the work-force who have not
usually been considered cmployees in the more mundance sense that applies to public servants. They
have asked for parity with chief executives and judges whose claims are assessed and approved by
small boards or special tribunals. To allow the pilots to achieve this status would be to open to pu-
blic scrutiny the fraud that the accord has worked on the population at large. This would endanger
the governments attempt to perpetrate the illusion that its policy of income control has been main-
tained in the interest of the nation as a whole and has been equitable. The accord has been ia reality
been a means of shifting income from workers - the bulk of the population who enjoy only the status
of employees - lo capital and to its immediate agents, i.c. the class of managers, financiers, lawyers,
judges, politicians and administrators at the most senior levels. Business and its most immediate
agents or beneficiarics have benefited from the accord ia terms of increased income levels while
both blue collar and white collar workers have scen a decline in their incomes in real terms.
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