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Far. 1nformatxon about Echanges ,=ubscr1p-
. tions and also pamphlets ( 4 £ a year ) ,
:wrxte to the following address , which is
the only one dealing with centralzzxng
A-;,correspondance :
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i, The pravious Echanges issuel Mars-Juna 89 ) was numbered £0,
This error--leaves a gap between the issue n°58 and this
n°60,This gap will be filled with a translation into English
. of .a text already published in French on the Ford strike.
of february 1938 ) ' e
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Capital , Unions and the §
- (see previous Echanges issues)

- We have already written about the situation in the Detrnit prass when
- a federal judge refused the 'technical merging ' of two daily local
papers arguing that these papers had deliberately managed losses in
order to be allowed to"derge only to get more profils from a
monopolxstlc position ,In August 88 . just before leaving his post,
the attorney general Meese allowed the merger ,.,.Cheers in the
headquarters ; no to lose one minute, 500 ara made vedundant , phone
links are settled,price rises and already the financial press looks
“for mnore profits soon Bui,, another judge suspend the decision
declaring that there is a sbrong. suspicion that Meese dacision
. was'arbitrary, impulsive and.,,unlawful' New delay,,,
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1n spite ofjA;, TR

ts‘Reagan 5 opposxt:on 1employers: nust gtve 60 ‘days notice before ‘tlosing - R

their firm,To keep ‘within the Jaw , the: two papers: xmmedxately give}y& g
this notice to their 4,400 employees it is .sheer- blackmaxl +500 would | T

. if the merger is-refused |
'will disappear ,.and 4,400 sacked, 8o on the' |
27 of january ,an appeal allowed the: mergﬁf},St:lI the posszbllxty off,y

be made redundant through the merger but
the ‘Detroit Free Press

another appeal to ‘the Supreme Court ,

The Teamsters now -
. ¥,J M. Carthy as head of the: un1on

problems ,

Rank and file opposition is growlng,..A majorzty has voted agaxnst two 1
too ;! . -
the - agreements were adopted |
because the union status asks for a 2/3 majority to. reject an | .
but the vote reveals a disillusion which ‘allows the |~

to develop a-: tampaxgn for a.y

agreements - because were

advantageous

concerning 250,000 - members
to employers, Legally .

they

agreenent
'Teansters . for a demotratic union '
democratic and combative union

. More , as wusual |
court,Delayed by the Presser. illness,
ahead without him |
in a squalid plot of informers and corruptionm Anyway it is. noth1ng
‘tompared with a trial planned for the 27 of february when the Justice
department will ask for the removal of the Teamsters top ‘leaders, the
controle of the union by the governmeni and the. exclusion of 26

,In August 88 the Teamsters Executxve Commxttee putE e
, Jacky Presser baing dead after &
long illness Mc Carthy not only has to consolidate his. power with, hxsf}"; '
lieutenants (some of them had been renoved ) but to cope »ithknew*

supposed gangsters of all union activity ,In spite of some success .

against the Mafia, the governement thinks these measures are needed to
break the links between the Teamsters and

very serious one but the government has a difficult task ,Unions -
though paper tigers- will protest and public opinion -as far as
having some influence - is bored : Teamsters'depravity is nothing
tompared with the manipulations of the Texas gentlemen speculators ,
More important is the doubt about the efficacy of
control An example is given by the Teamster local 560 in New Jersey,
For more than 30 years , this local was ruled by Tony Provenzang , his
family and his associates ,Tony Provenzano (who died in a federal

prison in January ) was formerly Teamsters vice presxdent and supposed.
in the Genovese Mafia family ,According to some
persistant rumours he was responsible for the disappearance of Jimmy

Yo be a 'tapo '

Hoffa , Teamsters President in 1975 .The local 560 hxstory led by

_'organised crime 'vaout‘IG-_
unions leaders have already accepied the governmeni conditions and -
won't have to come to the court ,The teamsters sees this situation a

govarnment

e

: .‘iuXSﬂCIALISHE oy BARBARIE --ancxens numéros (10 F chaque )
”3INFBRMATIDNS CORRESPONDANCE - QUVRIERES(1CD)-ancians numéros( 5 F chagque )
- 81,85,86,87, 88,89,90,93,97/98supplénent ,99,100,101/102 ]03/104 105, 106/107,
2]108/109 112/113 115/115 117,118,119,121; 122
Y _’xLﬁNTERNE NOIRE anciens numéros 9, ID ll
X XRAISUNS DE LA CDLERE

B e

the Teamsters have some problems vith _the’ 13
the Cleveland trial is goingz» :
Teansiers bureaucracy and FBI agents are involved

ot

* LIAISONS :nunéros déjd parus ;

- Echanges
Cwmbach :mineurs et femmes de minaurs parlent ( 5 F )
-4Chronique de la révolution espagnole - H,Chazé - Spartacus ( 20 F )
. % Lénine philosophe ~ Pannekeok - Spartacus - ( 20 F )
¥ Réponse & Lénine - Gorter- Spartacus - ¢ 20 F )
-% Remarques générales sur la questxon de 1’ organxsatxon - Pannekoek - Vlan

)

TR IR /i Ok S i
PUBLICATIDNS EN FRANCAIS
_ PUBLICATION§ IN_FRENCH

£ 3,4 ,5/6, 23

ancien numéro 1

e IR e S U

'E.E'ECHANGES bulletin -spéc1men sup demande = abonnement 40 F par an donnan.

droit 4 4 bulletins et aux brochures ou livres publiss dans 1'année - Das
exemplaxres des anciens numéros peuvent @&tre obtenus au prix des
photocop}es et frais postaux ,

I0F 1n*1,2,3

La gréve généralisée en France , mai 1968 ( 1C0 ) ( 10 F )

" 3Hongrie 1956 (Anderson ) ~Echanges ~ (10 F )

Un conflit décisif ! les eyndlcats combattent la révolte contre le travaxl-

- (Zerzan ) -Ethanges - ( 5F )
Wildeat |

Dodge Truck , 1974 |, Black and Red ~ Echanges =( 5 F )
3le 25 Juin 1976 en Pologne -H Simon ~ Echanges - ( 10 F )

. Pologne 80-82;lutte de classe et crise du capital - H, Sxmon - Spartacus - ¢
- 20F )
L'insutrection ouvridre en Allemagne de 1'Est - juin 1953 - C, Brendel -
.. - Echanges =(10 F) ; ,
‘A 1'Ouest rien de nouveau , USA 1978 - Echanges ~ ( I0 F )

#Lutte de classe autonome en Grande Bretagne- C Brendel-Echanges - (20 F )

 To the bitter end- Gréve des mineurs en Grande Bretagne - mars 24~ mars £

- H, Simon -, Acratie ~C( 30 F )

- Thdses sur la révolution chinoise - C,Brendel ~Echanges ( 10 F )
_Grave & General Motors <

collectxf de Strashourg - ( S5 F )
de l'antifranquisme 3 1'aprés- franquisme -C, Brendel et M, Zimon -
(20 F)

Espagne ,

Canada -( 5 b}
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to read Collegamenti articles. I don't kmow if you have seen )
Yiildcat-Info. This is a kind of bulletin issued in the months when
an ‘ordinary' Vildcat issue does not appear..It's not sold but only
available in Rubscription, and contains other material than in -
“ildeat itself, Anyone reading ¥ildcat should also be intereated in
Info. : - i

R. W

.end of 3424;

Alternatif”, "Les Cahiers du Doute ", Liaisons " et " Echanges " ,
as well as developments of class struggle in this direction
when they are not by chance going on wilderat strikes every ten or
twenty years ,All these papers were silent an this imoortant
aspect of classe struggls,

PUBLICATIONS EN ANGLAIS
- PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH

ECHANGES :bulletin- current issue available free- subscription : 4 pounds
for one year including pamphlets and aventually books published during the
year , Former issues available at the cost of photocopies and postaga,

Workers' Councils - Pannekoek -Echanges - % part one and twa( 1,00 )
part three ( 50 p ), part four ( 50 p )

The Hungarian Revolution - Council Communist pamphlet ( 60 p)The axperience
of the factory committees in the Russian Revolution - Council Communist
pamphlet ( 60 p, )

#Cwmbach miners and women speak out - ( 50 p, )

Poland 1980-1982 ,class struggle and the crisis of capital- H,Simon - Elack
and Red - (2,00) i
ATheses on the Chinese Revolution - C, Brendel - Solidarity ( 1,00)

XThe New Movement - H, Simon - Solidarity - ( 1,00 )

% The refusal of work - Echanges ~ ( 1,00)

2A Pannekoek~- His life and work - Marxism - General remarks on the question

!

.of organisation - Work Press Pamphlet ¢ 50 p, )

$France -winter 26.87 , an attempt at autonomous arganisation - the
railways strike - Echanges - ¢ 50 p, )

The COBAS. -A new rank and file movement ~ Italy I926-1987 - David Brown
(60 p)

Provenzany and his lieutenants is a long list of murders (dissenters
strangled wihl piano strings or burnt in incinerators) and of

‘linitless corruption ,After a judgment in 1984 the local was placed

under government  contral in 1986 and in december 1988 ‘'real '
elections were organised -by correspondence -,The last Provenzano men
heading the local them were inaligible but they pushed ahead instead
of members of their families Their list won against a list of
'reformers ' by a large majority ,Provenzano photo and a good leader
of the worker movement will reappear in union offices,Anyway , the
Iocal 560 administrator is optimistic , hoping that the Teamsters will
use better methods even if they have chosen to keep the same men as
their leaders |

The teamsteors new leader |, Me Carthy declared in favour of reforms
but with no move precisions , The new management is elected for §
years on the araposals of tha ecacutive committee | by a Congress
wrare the lacal bureaucrats are the majority | A suggested reform from
Mc Carthy invlaving such a congress every three years sounds like a
Joke appraciated only hy bureaucrats looking for paid trips |
Seintegrating  the Teamsters in the AFL-CIO0 stopped their 'raids '
against the types and mailers locals,An agreement with the
Communizations Workers of Americalwhich absorbed the International
Typographical Union ) has decided upon the status of the 'locals '
sharply disputed batween the tud unions,The weight of CWA has limited
the effects of a strike launched in 1985 by typos , mailers-and
pressmen ag.ainst tha Chicagn Tribume,The paper was not stopped at
211,50 typos having been ordered by the union to resume work received
imporiant  wage rises and all  other lock-outed workers Lump
paymerts Mailers and pressmen are still without a job @ it was a
defeat but not a disaster ,
The Columbia review of Journalism ¢ january-february ) published a
vary interesting article on ihe Newspaper Guild , a small union of
journalisis and pager clerks ,Unlite other print unions , the Guild
face an anti union and greedy boss opposition which make a strike a
kind of syicide When it was not completely eliminated,it had to agree
te a lot of concassions , The Build has 33,000 members and i§ a small
and very vulnarable organisation in a developing industry A reporter
baginner with low pay is not alvays ready to assimilate his condition
and interestiz with those of a small clerk |, Managers know  this
situation very well and use it cleverly in their interests, The only
exisience and survival of the Guild ( affiliated tn AFL-CI0 ) are in
themselves 2 kind of an exploit :when the unien membership declined by
IE% since 1930 , the Guild increased it by 4% ; perhaps a reason for
optimism ? P.L. spring 99
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HOLLAND

Daad en Gedachte (Action and Thought)(monthly paper of a dutch
councillist group with the same name - Schouw 43-11 -"2232 BD
Lelystad - Holland ) ( in dutch )

April 89 -Criticism of a persistent misconception of penple still-

thinking that Russia , China , Cuba .and Eastern Europe are
'socialist ' and when criticising these countries situation think
they are criticising 'socialism '-The union movement iz not on
the way to recovery as a lot of people still think:its 'crisis’
and*a pretended new life are only the logical development of its
-very character ,-Review of a book on wunemployed life betwsn the
two world wars-Answer to a spanish comrade on the 14/12/88
strike(see this text in the section 'Spain ') ~On the dutch
nurses struggle |

pay 89:Comments on the commemoration of Gérter by all kind of
hypocritical people-On the Limburg belgian miners’strike and
their fight with the police (Rijkswacht )- On the relationship
between workers and intellectuals-Answer from the spanish comrade
(see the section Spain )- The new elections in Holland:christian-
democrats or socio-democrats ,it is the same thing -Translation
of a small english pamphlet writien by a member of the 'Iron
Column '’

july-august 89 -Translation of Michael Seidman 's pamphlet on the
refusal of work during the Popular Front in Spain and in France
(see Echanges n®56 )

‘september 89 -The dutch nurses strike (the end ) -Comment on the
Chinese events -Russian miners strike - Comment on the Gorbachev
speech in Paris ( Sorbonne )- Wildcat strike in two dutch
newspapers -On the death of Janos Kadar in Hungary - Analysis of
the situation in Poland ,

october 89 - English dockers strike - Analysis of the situation
in China - Poland :it is the time to remove the mask -Report of a
discussion with a spanish comrade ,

The nurses struggle

For months , even years , nurses and other hospitals workers
vages did not stop decreasing ,Unions did not move to change

VEST GERMANY 49 j
V¥ildcat E

Vildcat -Info ,c/o J.Kuri , Postfach 35.31 ,3300 Braunschweig |
Thekla ‘

(A1l publications in German ) RO

-I have received.a lot of material from them. I now have . itnelf
from no 36, some issues of their theoretical journal ggexla, and
gome issues of Wildcat-Info. Alltogether this is many hundred vages
to read,°maybe over a thousand, and.it will take some time. So for
the_time being I am very uncertain about this group. . l
Firstly, I am in doubt about the organisational aspect. It appears
to me that it has grown to a more.national thing, with a number of
groups more or less participating in, and at least writing in, the
Journal, but I'm not sure what 'unites' them. And that leads to my
second uncertainty, what this group stands for politically. From the
various articles, 1t appears that they write about almost everything:
class struggle, political refugees, occupation of houses, organisa-
tion of unempleyed, struggdes-in connection with the social security
system, yuolear-power‘eto;' Furthermore, it appears to me that they'r
engaged. in conciously sending 'members' to work in certain factories/
industries with' the aim. both®df provoking conflicts and gaining infor
mation. Concerning this, there is a strong ‘Italian connection'.
They have a concept.called 'Militante Arbeiteruntersuchung' (Kilitant
.workers investigation) which obviously tomes from Italian groups in
the 60s and 708,.A number of issues of TheKla have Italian material,
. One issue about 'workers investigation af FIAT' is translations of
material from Quaderni Rosshi, Claase Operaia etc. from the first
half of the 60s, Another issue is a very long M.Tronti text, They

" have even published texts about 'factory guerilla in Milano 1980/81' |

dealing with the experience of a certain 'column' there of the Red
Brigades. Another issue of TheKla (I don't have all of.these - every

: issue is "as thick &s a book) is about discussions about this factory

guerilla and riots in the UK.® ¢

The material about !factories'/Yindustries' are often a very detailed
description of the‘production process, the various groups of skilled/
-unskilled workers etc., and as such they both useful and interesting.
But the main question = which I can't answer now - is what lays behin
. everything they do. I am not sure what their ‘'political positions’
are. You know me well .enough to understand that I'm not looking for

a set.of -political positions from they which. they try to intervene
with, 1ike’ the ICC for example. But irrespictive of whether one sees
it as important to propagate.such positions, we still have them. If
we for eample take Daad en Gedachte, the journal is no% Tull of these
kind of proclamatiops about the unions, nationalism, parliamentarism

", etc. But 'the group, and I, and I suppose ybu,.still have aview about

this, about the Russian revolution etc.etc. Concerning Wildcat, I
have no idea about what they mean about things like this, and really
not about something more immediately relevant either: a_general view

2.of the.trade union,movement,.-the development of class consciousnegs, _

'the role.(or lack of role) of revolutionaries' etc. BN
Cne thing of interest to know is that Wildcat-offices, and homes of
'members', have heen subjected to razzias from the -police.

-But ‘at least Wildcat is very useful for me to read. It éontains a
lot of transidtions from lanruages I don't read like French and
Italian - for example it's the only possibility for me to be able .
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There are things going on among nurses and in. the health SHT
sector in a number of countries: France, UK and. Holland are the
countries we know most about. My impression is that there was

a difference between on the one hand what took place in France

last Autumn and on the other hand what took placejip.thefnx;both:' R

in the Spring of 88 and the regrading.dispute in the Avtumn =-: " = ‘.=

namely that whereas the demonstrations and meetings in France .. . ' .

were very ~“spectacular”, had a great attendance’ and' support afiong. . ..

the workforce and received a lot of attention,.the daily running '

of the hospitals during this period was more or  less uninterrupted

“ but in the UK the functioning of the hospitals was more:inter-. . .

rupted and that there was a more widespread daily .resistance-and ...

discontent even if it didn”t take the more 7spectacular’:form. ... . °

and public attention of the French coordination movement.. - .
Apart from the three above mentioned countries things are” . -

happening, but not on the same scale, in Germany - Wildcat has

had some material about it. There are possibilities .of things happ-

ening in Italy, where there are protest. against cuts 'in thée public

sector. In Naples I think there has been a lot of .protest by the

patients themselves, and during these protests. in April 4000 SR

doctors and hospital employees declared their solidarity with the: .

patients by not treating them. . . T R ,

In Belgium there has been actions in the health sector for some

time. Firstly, in the institutions for the disabled {(both men-

tally and physically), where there has been open discontent for

around 6 months and where 94 percent of the employees of 250 .

institutions participate. It”s actually not a strike because it -

is a sector where it~s kind of difficult just to leave the pas-

jents on their own, but there has been a lot of various actions,

including large demonstrations. The demands are about a wage

increase and hiring of more people. In the hospitals it has been

a kind of rolling strike with various institutions striking at

various times. At the end of April 20 hospitals were on strike.

3 days later - 1 of May - there was 50. I won“t say anything more

about this right now, and my sources about this are limited to a

large article in a Norwegian leftwing paper. .

In Belgium some months ago there was also strikes among the Lim- .

burg miners, and more recently a large demonstration. Both involved *

violent clashes with the police. I just mention this in case:you

haven-t noticed it because I“m sure it”s something which interest

you. Cajo has written an article about it. ! | S :
I°m not sure if anything can be said or written linking. L T gl

this happening in the health sector. There are obvious differences:

—in the forms and levels and actions and discontent =-in the level

of unionisation and the extent to which the workers are orga-

nised in various unions -the organisation of the health sector

as far as private/public owner ship/control is concerned. But

also many things in common like the distrust.,in the case of .

France and Holland, of the unions, cuts in public spending etc.

R.H.

o
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this situation and we can easily understand why only 7 of the
160,000 nurses were members- of an union ,In such a situation,some
rank and file claims. calculated that the wage gap with similar

" activities was more than 124 ;these claims proposed to fill the
" gap ‘in three years.: 5% in 89 and 5% in each of the next years
- ,0ut of question ,said the governement;indefensible answered the

unfone , . . _
‘Some nurses “thought to act by themselves:they advertised in the

'~ 'newspapers about -their claim asking -the nurses interested to
o come to a meeting-in Utrechi on the saturday II of february ; &
© “of them 'had. paid - for "~ the reservation of a room with their
_ . -money,Coming from all parts.of Holland, 6,000 nurses followed the
- meeting,The unions made a U tuen, asking for the 5% The same day,

the 6,000 nurses’ agreed to form an organisation committee with

- '+ the name 'Nurses in tevalt’, The unions asked for contacts but mat

a great defiance; the nurses did not refuse to work with them but

" ‘they wanted to keep everything in their own hands

Differences were evident at once :the unions wanted everything
pade -'legally' and--no disturbance in nurses work which could
bring some anxiety among the patients ,The nurses had the doctors

© -and patients support bécause they did not claim only for wages

but for a lot of practical measures greatly disturbing and
frustrating ( shortage of staff , lack of money ,etc,,,);the
union position made .them furious,

~* Dne week later, delegates from the unions ,the president of the

Hospital = Council ~(organism <distributing the woney to the
hospitals ) and some rank and file nurses came together on TV to
agree on the fact that the government was hostile to the 5% clainm
for lack of money; during the discussion , the unians pretended
they - always had supported the 5% claim which was so evident a
lig it was very easy for the nurses to brush away ,The president
of the Hospitals Council though agreeing with the general nurses
~claing declared that the wage rise could only be 3,84 :ihe nurses
considered it far from what they wanted ,
In the following weeks various autonomous lacal actions were
organised by the nueses | streail demonstrations ,work to rule
strike, Tha ‘Nurses in revolt ' committee called for a day of
action on the 15th of march ;to defuse this action , the unions
organised a day of action on the 18th of march,The committee

- 'Nurses in revolt ' protested against the sabotage of its project

but called for the nurses to participate as well in the union day
-of action,Even so-, the nurses day of action was a great success
and the union ong a.failure ,On the 15th of march big a crowd of

- urses met jn'yaf}ous dutch towns:24,000 in The Hague ,5,000 in

=
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'Tthe nurses havxng pushed past the polxce succeeded xn en r'ng_

- the 18th the unlons brought only the evxdence
o mob111se the nurses ,

The stiruggle was going ahead 1t was locally completely in
Ahands of the nurses who organ:sed 1oca1 lightning: actions;
unions were left completely asxde and powerless These ;
were very different;
-sudden blockade of the motorways at dxfferent points} _
-during a rush hour so quttkly that the police’ ‘tould do nothlng aﬂ i
second time the police could break the blotkade but the th!rd ”%;vf'f
time the nurses carried on to the motorway beds and all kind of~,;n,:;f
material in such a way' that the police were again powerless ‘*('.; fl
-otcupation of the ministry once inside o prevent civil servantsfh? o
from working , another time outside to prevent them: goxng ;R b it
-occupation of the seat of the Hospital council onte':; ‘they
surrounded it with sheet knotted end to end another txme had a
sit in inside , Blg d
At- this point of the struggle , the. unions declared they agreed.]1f~3?
with the proposals of 3,8%:'Nurses in revolt crefusing-all kxnd'g;,;,.
of agreement broke with the unions followxng “its own: way?’ef L
independently ,In an interview , a nurse member of the. committeef;‘_}?;*?
was asked if they intended to build another union,The answer was:
: 'we don’t know ', 'Nurses in revolt ' is neither a un:on nor- an’
action committee ; it has no administration ,no organisatxon S
and to the question 'How do you know what you are -for ?'the .-

TG T ,..;.._'.;_...-_.A,s.., e 47 -

v'ﬁ>Recently the proposed budgets for\next year in the different communities have
"'heen ubiishedc They have gne thing in common: cuts, reductions of services,

. the country perhaps as many as 14000 jobs in the

] nistrations will disappear next year. In 0slo for

instance largefouts have been proposeéd,-and also reductions of jobs. Also, the
ove l 3s: proposeéd to sell’ municipai enterprises to private

budget has provoced the unions, and they organised a

del ns ation strike bn November the 2nid by some 30000 municipal

& 'emonstration ‘on:the same day.with 10000 participants. Other

have been_annsunced this: autgmn..

h'ap eximéteiy 26000 inhabitants. there was a “"general
émber the 3rd with 10000 on strike and taking part in a demonstratic |
had organised:this action to ﬂrotest ‘against the proposed closing l

he- uni ;
wn of ‘the local: hospital. Even though Halden is only 120 kilometres from

0slo, the newspapers here wrote nothing about this strike. The only exception
‘uas the 50c131-democratic daily uhich carried a small notice.

, a°$nal1 town on ‘the west coast of Norway, 3000 of the 5500 fnhabitants

on: November th

'toogipart fia demonstratidn to protest against the closrng of the local

ges. have beé attacked slowly and in different ways. This might

explain why rather big reéductions have not produced widespread open résponses

from.the workers. ‘Yow 1evels of “unemployment up till recently might also
't of an explanation. many. workers think that at least they still have a
en if it is ‘not- paid as well as before. The workers have 1ittle experience

. of class struggle. The unjons and the left still have a large influence.
;gPerhaps the influence of the union leadership is not as strong as it used to
-+ ' be, but'the local trade union officials still have a strong influence.
a;‘Hithin the unions and the left there are some initiatives to try and radicalise
g ;tgefunions. An opposition is growing and have organised two national opposition
- con erences. =

angwer was ' When thousands are coming to demonstrate ; 1t is '_fx.: By
enough ' P e i

A new day of action was organised in The - Hague where 60 000,;f EE
nurses from all over Holland demonstrated,Rgain the unions iried

to catch the band wagon pretending that |
sign fo 3,8% 1
Even if the nurses had large  support among the public,a =
'‘patients committee 'asked a court at this moment to forbid any
nurses action with the threat of a daily paymeni The judge stated -
that the nurses had the right to struggle and to protest but as
well as that they had to ' respect the patients interésts and not

to neglect in their action their duties and the public gemeral
interest ' Everyday in may ,newspapers could print that the nurses -
autonomous action was weaker and weaker and- the protest. from the
'Nurses in revolt ‘committee could not hide this fact for. -~

|, if they were teady to Tp g =l L
,it did not mean they were against the 54, . s 3 L,_51'-
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Opeﬁ‘wdikers.éirugg1es and strike:1(exept'boiitjc§1'Hémonsfrétigh stfiﬁé§)fhiy§”
been few in recent years, and wildcat strikes have been very few. At the efid Y
of 1987 there was an illegal strike by kindergarten teachers in 0slo, followed .

by a countrywide teachers strike at the beginning of this year.'Approximately -~ .~ .|

7000 teachers were on strike at the most.. The teachers strike was peculfardn .= ' =~

the sense that it was the first wildcat strike I can remember which was not. - ;u.f{f S

utterly condemned by all of the "establishment". IheTStrige-andAthe,situat1pp; T
of the teachers was "understood” or “supported” by forces which usually are :- -’ R
the strongest enemies of i1legal strikes, e.g. the press, the leaders of the .- . ok
“bourgeoise" parties etc. When workers go on.wildcat strikes they usually meet - Ty
the total condemnation of these same forces. Both these strikes were dominated = . .-
by the unions even if they were not officially supported byjthe;ynionggl: el

Many of the local struggles taking place are not over the questions of wages .

company, or against attacks and harassments of union officials. Thus for about ... -
half a week in the middle of October the workers and staff in the company that .~ =
is flying workers to the oil platforms staged a sitdown strike. They.struk .. - . - . .
against harassments of union officials and the proposed merger. of ‘this compahy . . .

with another company. The workers feared that this merger would only be for the.
benefit of the other company (a real estate company) and thus draining resources . . - |
from their own company. 450 workers in five different towns took part in this . i i
strike. . : R e e R L S

Wages have been declining for several years. This year wage rises were restricted
to 1 krone per hour, and a law was passed banning all further rises. This law’
was protested against by more than 300000 going on a two hour demonstration X
strike on March 11th. This strike was called by the trade union federations
outside LO but also supported by some of the locals of LO. Last year there
was no general wage rises and only certain groups of workers with local
negotiations managed to get any wage rises. To illustrate the development of
wages: figures have been published showing that as many as 250000 families have
suffered a yearly reduction of wages of one monthly wage or more. b

Hany workers have large debts on housing, rates of interest are high, and the

rules for tax exemptions for paid interests have been changed to the worse. The s
level of taxation is one of the highest in the world, both for direct- and

indirect taxes. The thinking of the workers will easily be diverted towards

for instance questions of taxation and the level of rates of interest. =~ - R

In addition to the wages, the living standard is constituted by the so called
social wage - benefits and services rendered by the state and local authorities. B
The state is trying hard to reduce this public consumption. Much of these attacks [ ‘
are made through the local administrations. A whole series of attacks are s )
presented as a specific “crisis” of the local authorities and their economies. - ‘
These attacks are spread out and will be different from one local community -

to another. e 3 ﬂi
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long, It was also the time for the unions to sign a new agreement

" which vas the formal end of any action ,
t+ .0f course the nurses did not  with their spectacular action get
o uhat they were initially claibing ,Most of the newspapers
. expressing the governmént. ,minisler and union bureaucrats
. pogitions could write that a’solution ' had been found but a
“tlose examination showed that this 'solution ' was practically
“nothing,This new ‘agreement brought only the conclusion that ,in
- the ‘end’.,the union bureaucrats had succeeded in imposing on a
* tired .and ‘disappointed rank ‘and file a compronise thay had
. refused all  thproughout their action .

' The agreenent, brought a vage rise of 3% plus an average bensfit
o of 1,25%  for 80,000 ‘nurses over periods of irregular
ages . o o pteooo diming Separately these were offered £ 13 w to sase the work
or layoffs, but against changes of ownership, mergers, and other.changes of the. = " . pressure “with new. recruits There was proposal to “improve the
.- 'working atmosphere ' in order to encourage the nurses ‘good

I SR S e : ' '
“. Suth measures ‘are only bread for to-morrow ,It is true that the
. “nurses will get 4,25% not too far from the 5% they claimed at
- -first,But the trick is that part of this increase will be covered
~.-by a reduction in the retirement contribution (1,74% ).So what
“the government will pay is 1,76% , 1% more than the 0,75% offered

“when ‘the struggle began, :

More importantly all the actual causes of the action were

—completely neglected ,The union movement did everything io break

the autonomous nurseés organisation ( which could be compared with
the ‘coordinating commitiees 'in France ),Unions planned actions

- without any ‘agréement  from the rank and file; they built
- obstacles 1o the autonomous action and spread a mouniain of

propaganda to hide the fact that the struggle was not for a new

agreement and wages but for the whole activity of nurses in

hospitals,No need to say that unions are fundamentally against
any kind of rank and file organisation they try to gonquer and
manipulate or to breaking as far as they are not a pure
appendage of their bureaucracy ,

In a daily paper , a medital assistant fiercely criticised the
union atiitude i 'The unions told us we had to take vigilant
actions ,A'vigilant union ' is something I never heard of , They

“tried to have us accepting 1,5%.Very vigilant indeed During the

struggle. we heard a lot of declaration that they would never
drop the 5%, After they have agreed with 3-4,5% Their propaganda
cost them:a lot of noney for nothing,Money from their nembers'
\On the nonday 10 of july a union paper was distributed in the

hospitals @ it vas'a kind of report on the nurses struggle, Ve

i



.8 - ) "
- could read printed in colour on several pages 'Struggle together.
- for the 5% '-,But at this precise moment. , the unions had ‘already

dropped: the 5% and agreed 'with a compromise,:whicthrepnésent s

~ nothing,The lies were not only on wages :most of the -report .-
- distorted the real facts and was silent of .course on the dubjous .. -

role of the unions ,Since july nothing has been heard about .the - . ' .

nurses struggle :the curtain was pulled- ut: only for Eﬁflﬁimg;’;'.w

because the last word belongs to the raﬁk'andffileﬁ;.‘ i e

&

SPAIN

Comments on the article 'The 14th of ‘december étfike.,'iftséef"i
Echanges n°58 - 2/89 -p 1 ) O o= e K

(from a dutch comrade ) i e

The article shows we have a similar position on the unions
function and on their place in the capitalist society 1t agrees
with us in characterizing unions as institutions which rule and .
organise buying and selling of the labour force and whose main’
task is to maintain the industrial peace ,Thal we agree in such
way can’t avoid the fact there is a difference between us, Ve can -
explain this by the fact that opinions are the product of a
social reality,This reality in Spain is not the same as that -
surrounding us ,There will still be differences -even if
industrial relations in Spain become more and more similar to
ours,Spain is quickly filling the gap accumulated for centuries
when compared with the rest of Europe; the article underline well
this fact several times | et Bl
If ve observe capital accumulation | the pace of investments and
of nev industries with modern technologies , we can see that
differences between Spain and other european countries: are
quickly fading away,But if we consider the organisations - the
myths and social illusions | these things appears quite
differently Moving always far slower in these matters , :
In the racent past ,i e in the pre-franquist period,Spain had a

workars movement expressing the bachwardness of industrial
relations in a still partly semi feudal society ,The
industrialisation begun under the franquist regime was .

accelerated after his death ,For this reason , $pain is becoming
a modern capitalist sate and of course such a development has an
important influence on the union movement | gl

 :Levels of br&&nctiéeﬁinVesfmehts fell ,
~ | t0°1988 and are 1ikely-to fall by another 11 per cent from 1988 to 1989, and
| @t the same time existing plants are closed or threathened with closure.
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by approximately 20 per cent from 1987
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“Investments in new oil production fields are low, and this has of course its

' ;e?fectSwOn'théfindusiryjproducing-oil production platforms and equipment. The
i butlding trades have less work. The newspaper industry {5 in difficulties; due
©«{ to large reductions in the earnings from advertisements the whole newspaper

- |-business 1§ in.difficulties. At least two papers have allready closed down,

-~ '|'and even the “richest" newspaper company will have to reduce manning and cut

- |-costs. The print industry s in trouble, many companiés have closed down this
* [ year and many printing workers are unemployed. To give one example of the
‘| overaccumulation in the printing industry: The capacity for scanning for the
-/ printindustry in Norway is supposed to be big enough to fi11 the demand
-1 for scannfng of a1l Western Europe. It is said to be a larger number of scanner
1 in Norway than in Great Britain.

P ,'JBSnkan.is in &ifficuities.‘After two years of heavy 10sses and expecting

‘losses also next year, the banks have begun to reduce the number of employees.

| The largest Norwegian bank - Den norske Credittbank - have begun to fire

1050 ‘employees which is one quarter of the staff. Also other banks are ' firing
ployees - up:to one third of the staff for some of the smaller banks. Several

| thousand bank employees might loose their job in the near future.

‘ bnéﬁpibyméﬂf is cuffeﬁtﬁy:mdrétthaﬁ 54000 and in addition to this more than

20000 are working under special programmes funded by the state. Approximately

' “half of the workers in the textile industry are unemployed, perhaps as many as

30000 building and construction workers will loose their jobs. Figures have

-|been published showing that B9000 workplaces wil) disappear next year, and that
Lunemployment will reach 100000 this winter.

ﬂThe_last(couple'of_years have seen several struggles by workers against the
closing of factories or reductions of the number employed. Because these
factories are very often the only important one in the town, the resistance

to closure is fought not only by the workers, but by the whole population of
the town. In this way the workers resistance has been immediately transformed
into @ popular resistance, supported by almost everyone in the town. The worker
-have not been able to develope an independent class response to the attacks. The
method of these Struggles are very often the sending of delegations to the
capita) to petition government, parliament and the company owners; with the

‘[aim of either to rescue the »-factory or to demand the development of new

industry. Often the companies make the continuation of one plant dependent on

the closure of another plant in another part of the country, thus setting the
‘workers of different plants against each other. To give just one example: a

“.major food production company was going to close down one plant. This led to

;a .big resistance by the workers, unfons and politicians of that district. The
.company yielded, but Just as the company had decided not to close this plant
it immediately announced the closure of another plant in another part of the
country. This in turn has produced heavy resistance by the workers of this
plant and the district, leading the loca) trade unions to call & half-day
“general strike" by 2200 workers. ‘
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Tﬁen Came "suspensions“ S Ehis right to-negotiéfibns or resf i fionszonﬁ;;; -

wage rises allowed. Then this year: there was
and Tocal wage rises of any kind :

By law and agreements all strikes are 111ega].exept when there are:no va lid
agreement. This means that a strike is ‘legal ‘only in the period when-one. . .
agreement has expired and a new one has not yet been decided. Even' in’ this
period there exists a 1ot of rules which.conducts the possibilities: of: striKES
rules for arbitration etc. In practice these rules means that only. fhe

~ national unions or the union federation 'can call a legal strike, and this can :

only be done in the process of bargaining a new agreement. As soon as.an agreement

is in effect, all strikes are illegal exept for short political’ demonstration
strikes which shall be of 1imited duration and shall not change the wages or.

working conditions of the workers striking (1 e. all matters ruled by agreements e et

A1l trade union officials - also those at the workplaces = are obiiged to -
try to prevent illegal strikes, and condemn illegal strikes {f they: should-
break out. Officials can be prosecuted, fined and/or loose their recognition i

if they do not do this. Union officials at the workplaces are’ ‘elected by the i

union members, but their status as officials is confirmed by the employers. - The
employers can withdraw this recognition if the officials 'd6 not stand fi?hly
against 111egal strikes. Because of these rules trade unions never.support .
illegal strikes, even if the unions in some cases give secret. support. At the

workplaces the union officials usually resign from their positions if there is%;
an illegal strike that they support. Then it 'is common that a- strike. conmittee )

is set up, and usually the officials will be found in these committees.

Apparently the strikes are not led by the unions, but by an independent strikegffﬁf ;

committee elected by the workers.

The 0il industry is as mentioned above rather important to the Norwegian '
economy. 0i1 revenues have been able to offset many effects of the crisis,
buying Norwegian capital out of most of the effects which the crisis has had

internationally. Now this has changed. 0il revenues have declined rapidly with :

falling oil prices, and the deep crisis of Norwegian economy can no longer
be hidden. Now the crisis is hitting Norwegian capitalism, with full force and
developing rapidly. "Investments in Norwegian industry rose by approximately.
50 billion kroner in the period 1984-87. But this expansion of investments
made poor profits. Figures from the Norwegian Bank Association demonstrate that
profits from fixed capital ... fell with 1.3 billion kroner in the same period,
in spite of the higher investments This results in a negative profit for these
last 50 billion of approximately 2.5%.* (Aftenposten 07.09.88)

Overaccumulation has led to large capitals not productively employed beeing
thrown into the fields of speculation. The stock market and the real estate
market as well as the building trades saw a boom which ended abruptly in
October 1987 with the stock market crash. Much of this speculation was funded
on credit. After the sudden collapse in '87, fortunes of speculation capital
were destroyed, and unlike in most other countries the stock market has not
recovered. Almost all banks are making big losses for the second consecutive
year. T

oo tatpitalism to which a party with the CP character and
. is not-at all adapted
- Anyvay the difference with the article is in the fact that ,when
" obsgerving’ very vell the tonsequentes of the development of a modern
- capitalism. for
- Eituation in a too general way Ye could draw the tonclusion that
he considers the prospect of the union movement in Spain as the

_capitalisn”
union movement in western capitalism,

'themselves ,we

9

Gy ,VUnion movanent is developing in Bpain according o the same process

t'g;;as the “union movement in other. capitalist couniries of Vestern

: ~=Europe

0 period | CNT inportance and . meaning have declxned as UBT importance

codnd meahing has been -growing ,This can explain as well why the

.0C00 (boen in the franquist perxod ) have lost most of the sympathy
ﬁh..ihey attracied formerly. e

+-To explain. this CCOO loss .of influence the artxcle points at the

. conflicts inside the sbanish CP,we have to say that the conflicts

- ingide the CP are .also coming’

It is the reason why for in&tance ,in the post franquist

from the development of a modern
structure

the union movement, thé - author consider the

prospect of the union: movement in general as such ,Genaralising ,

—aven if it is not wrong, nust refer not to a specific situation ,
- -but to’a more general basis !’ the spanish basis is in sur opinion
* ‘too’ narrow to allow to jump to such general conclusions

We -have
the feelxng that the author does not see that the spanish union
movement in the process of adaptlng itself to the "to-morrow
is only the yersteday and sometimes to-day traditional

When the article says that workers are not ready to act by
hes1tate‘becaose , of course ,to judge this, we
have to get a ‘detailed : knowledge of the struggle we have
not Nevertheless we are convinced that the autonomous action of the
working class' appears and is only possible when a certain
capitalist development has been attained ,As far as it is not

" attainad -and even for a long period after- myths and illusions

still apply and exert a role -
Even so , we think that the spanish comrade analysis has great
value Ve can add -Atrat dutch newspapers tried to accredit the

~_opinion that the prime’ minister Gonzales had given up tn the

strike He would have refused at once to negociate with the unions
and then would have changed his mind under the strike prassure.lt

~is not true ,Unions afraid of the mass movements as well as the
government had  from - the beginning limited the strike

. hours(this
. declared he wvas ready  to discuss with the unions,nothing was
~ obliging hin to do so,At.his time there was no strike

_ ;followxng thls course. be:ause he had begun to understand -as well

o 24

is well underlzned in the article ),When Gonzales

He was



“as .the government and the managers. - that they needed the unions:
" Ve ‘think that Gonzales understood too that it was very important . ...
at this moment for the government and the ruling class to give some. .
"life to the illusion they were somewhat giving in to the unions  Se: . -~
the union movement picture can be improved and ;«qniph with,ﬁ;gobd- ;
reputation is more useful for itself and for the bourgeoisie,On '-& .
sinn s onthy G0, (813/83 vty

this point we perfectly agree,

fAnswer from a spanish comrade,

I have no objection to your commentaries I found very acurate I

vant only to add some complements,You are right When'speaking'ofg::?"
Spain and especially the worker movement reflecting semi-feudal -
industrial relations ,As you kndw the proletarisation process in -

Spain -i e the formation of an industrial working class - is slow

and concentrated in some small parts of the country(Catolonia , . :

Basque Country , Asturias ) ,More recently , sinte the ‘stabilisihg"

plan ' in 1959 ,industrialisation was jumping again .in this ~

traditional centers ( with migrations from Andalusia , Castillg ,
Galicia ,Esiramadura,,.)and in new centers as Valladolid -,
Saragossa, Madrid suburbs,Most of the workers were people. rooted

out from farming work in the country :they formed the social basis
of the proletarian struggles under franquism and of the 'autonomous
' movements ,Even limi.ed , my personal experience was important:

inthis respect ,During the Renault strikes(mid 70's ) when 1 lived’
in Valladolid 1 had closed relationship with ‘self organised
workers’ (not UGT or CCOD members),Their factory experience was
racent and got for a very short time, most of them having worked in -
the industry for 5/10 years (the youngest and most militant omes
).A large part of them had still some working relations with their
family in the country ( working for instance in family farms after

their day's factory work,We can find there tha explanation for
their indiscipline , inadaptation , resistance ,etc,, to the
industrial relations expressed by the unions but too for most of

the illusions and myths as referred to in your letter Ve could
extrapolate to most of the 'autonomous ' struggles of this period , -
What you wrote on the spanish CP is right ,All their attempis to
adapt to the new conditions of the capitalist development in Spain
are doomed and the party is more and more outside of the social and
political spanish reality ,Their failure 1is linked to the process
of adaptation in self obliging them to play a mediation role in the
capitalist productive system ,The wunbalanced developement of
industrial relations and of the proletarian fractions in spanish

society affects directly the CP modernizing process proveking -
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~iready in 1887 they had taken part in éstabiishing the social democratic party
“A11 ‘thrpugh its history the trade unfon federation has been dominated by

o _social democracy. There have been no other important federation of trade

“unfons for workers; the syndicalists for instance had at its most. approximately

" .3500 members. in the early 1920's. Today there are some national federations,

.- “mostly for employees. and other groups, which are so-called unpolitical and

'“.iﬁithgapproximatély 450000 members-alltogether. The LO has today more than
250000 MOBKOES.L . s g oY 5.5

L e
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~111'”ihifhejyéarsJbéfbrénﬂﬁdfddrinﬁ the 1. World War a new and radical tendency grew
" within the social-democratic partyand the trade unions. This tendency took
part in the Zimerwald movement. In 1918 this.tendency took the power in the

".-party and the party joined the 3. International in 1919. The whole party broke

:‘f.nith,thé’z.‘Intefhatjonal.andijoined'the 3. International. Only in 1921 did a

. “small “reformist® social-democratic party split off. The labour party was still
- very much a social democratic party, and in 1923 it broke with the 3. Internati:

In 1928 the first socfal-democratic government was. formed which lasted 3 weeks.

E. - In 1935 the party formed government again, and has been in government more or

- longer perfods.

‘less since then. “Bourgeoise” parties have formed government in the 60's, 70's,

‘and 80's,. but have not been able to establish themselves in government for

~The ‘communist party was established in 1923 and declined rapidiy. Only in

. the years immediately after the 2. World War did it have any strenght in

“elections. It used to have some strenght in the unions, but today it is weak

~ -also there. In 1961 a "third.road" socialist party was formed by a split- off

from the social-democratic. party. Together with elements from the communist-

'1.‘ and socialdemocratic party it formed a left-socialist party in 1973 which today
. has some strenght. A maoist party grew up in the late 60's and still exists;

‘though ‘less maoist and more general leftist. This party still have a daily
paper.- Trotskyism has never been strong in Norway, a very small group existed
in the -1ate 30's. Today two small groups of trotskyist tendencies exists, one

. ‘sharing the positions of the British SUP and the other comprising supporters

‘of the Mandel tendency and other elements. The extreme left has never been

*strong here, and many of the tenden¢ies existing internationally does not have

~ any known supporters here.

Tfade:dnions and the laws ahd customs govefning them are different from
country to country. I-shall therefore give some informations on general

- conditions and peculiarities of the Norwegian unions.

Usually the unions and employers have agreements running for two years, and

- usually these agreements have provisions for wage negotiations after one year.
~ Almost al) agreements expire in the same year, so that every two years there

.are negotiations of almost all agreements. In some agreements there are

. provisions for local negotfations of wages in addition to the national negotiat

in other agreements such tocal negotiations are outright banned. Traditionally

~ the groups of workers who can negotiate 1ocal wage rises have been able to

defend their wages better than those who can not have local negotiations. These

~local negotiations have gradually been restricted; some years ago it was

common With two or more each year. Then only one such negotiation was ailowed.
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Norway is a member of the NATO, and is.éne¢dﬁ;the-twdfNAfO&ébuﬁifiesfﬁitﬁféf i
common border with Russia. In the north, ‘few kilometres -from the border to .. -

Norway, -Russia has one of 1ts most important naval bases-and:a number of . . - .

air bases. The Russian North Fleet, perhaps the most important Russian fleet, - -
has its bases here on the Kola penisula.The North Fileet has a large: number of

submarines carrying nuclear missiles,and alsb‘ahlarge1conventiqndl;fleet;'Thisuﬂv;.,L'

northern part of Russia is-one of the few whcih is ‘ice free throughout the -
winter and with a direct access_tuithe:oce§n§, . vnf'f7a-.7ifu~l;i;v'z ;o
One of the main tasks of theuRu$sién:nav61;and\ajf-fbfcééifﬁfthiﬁ;hred'1§J§he-l;v
attack on the Atlantic supply lines of NATO. In the event.of war, the larger

part of reinforcements and supplies from USA/Canada wil]'have"tg;bg”éarriés.by;“ff+f§f.@‘l
sea across the Atlantic. It is supposed to be about 800-shjpload;‘milit§ty4gm‘ e

and 1500 shiploads civilian supplies each month. .

"Holst (the minister of defence) said that 1f NATO  should 1oose &"

over the control of the Atlantic will be fundamentally~fedu¢ed.llfVNAIO“Should_‘~;.'
Toose the control there, the possibilities of meeting and resisting an attack .-
against the central front in Europe would be seriously reduced. The strategica15

importance of Norway is inextricably bound up with the.supply lines across. =

the Atlantic." (Aftenposten 11.10.88)

US military doctrine in this area is in the process of change. USA is - .
developing a strategy of attacking the North Fleet at its bases or close to~ . -
them; thus US naval forces will have to go high up in the Norwegian Sea. Earlier
the line of defence for NATO was between Greenland, Iceland, United Kingdom; &
now this 1ine has been pushed closer to Russia. The new strategy is more

offensive, and is based on the use of several aircraft carrier groups. -

Norway has an agreement with USA whereby a number of Norwegian afr fields have s
been equipped and trained to be used by airplanes from US carriers. Recently

it has been known that discussions have taken place between USA and Norway

where USA proposes to establish storage of amunition, fuel and spare parts for ..
its aircraft ccarriers, and also workshops for repairing their ajrcraft carriers. :

Official Norwegian policy is that in times of peace there shall be no foreign
bases or troops permanently in Norway; and there shall be no nuclear warheads.
However, the heavy equipment of one US-Marines regiment is stored in Mid-Norway
and provisions have been made for sending Canadian, British and Dutch forces.
A1l these forces train in Norway regularily each winter. : ;

The military power of Norway is small. Due to its small number of inhabitants
manpower is low, and due to its small economy expenditures on weapons are low.

The first working class organisation of importance was created in 1848, and
before it was crushed by the state in 1851 it had some 20000 or more members.
At that time there were only about 13000 industrial workers in the country;

and many members of this organisation were farm labourers, fishermen, forest
workers etc. After beeing crushed it left very few organisational remains, and
only in the 1870's were the first trade unions formed. The trade unions formed .
a national federation (Landsorganisasjonen - abbreviated LO) in 1899, and

- . spanish boss union ,

11
numerous»éplit inside the party 1 wonder sometimes if the only

" possible adaptation for the CP in a developed capitalist society is
“only -its conplete disappearance, : :

:;t,;Théte ig something 1 have nol very well understood in the last
_paragraphof your -letter(see above ) because in fact I agree with
. what you wrote. that the spanish union movement in the process of

adapting itself to the "to-norrow tapitalisn® was nothing else than

- the traditional union movenent But; as for the spanish CP ,the
- question“is-to know if the traditional union movement is able to
_--adap} to the new conditions imposed by capital without losing
.~ completely Its own identity based on a ‘demand’ culture which
coge sy implied - - the implicit recognition of an opposition of interest
battie over théfii:gl§3~."r;.~befﬁeén. capital and labour ,The new ‘'self management’ and
control of the Norwegian Sea, of which Norway is a very important ‘strategic. =~ - =~ |
part, the possibilities of the alliance (i.e. NATO) to be victorious in a battle

‘participation ! formula are pushing outside of the syndicalist and
social  integrating process most of the proletarian strata product

~ of the restructutring process ,
When I wrote that the workers were not ready to act by themselves
1 'only aobserve -a reality - a casual one of course - which

1

1

réferring to “Spain ,is what workers are doing in a lot of

cconflicts,I -don't think that autonomous proletarian action is

something of the part .On the contrary,the more unadapted are the
traditional - organisation of mediation between tapital and labour

- (and new ones very difficult to build ), the more will open” a
‘critical ‘space for antonomous actions ,In fact it is the actual

autonomous process for the proletariat in front of the actual

autonomous process of capital expressed as well in the deepening
-gap between the capital power ( impossible to legitinate and to

control ) and the proletarian subjactivity, I see the actual

possibility of .a. proletarian autonomous intervention in this

present development of capital,

Since my last letter everything is still the same if we refer to
the comedy between unions and governement They have succeeded in
pushing in to life ' a plan for youth employment 'with the usual
tricks ; union protests , threat of action but at the end doing

‘nothing, The governepent has not given in even to the small noney

contessions asked by the unions ,The alliance technocratis , banks
and employars are in a strong position :but little by little
strikes are growing (controled by the unions always with the faar
of a large conflict in the background ) Managers are somewhat
anxious,Strikes rising could threaten economical growth and
discourage foreign investmentis,The social peate is precarious and
has to be got with a ninimum of guarantees :se*tled relationship
with the unions as it was proposed recently by the president of the
C.V, 22/4/39




tfdm'a_letter'of a spanish comrade

onjthé faravorkers union 8,0,0, .

This movement is presently relatively quiet ,In fact a kind of -
welfare , the PER helps the population to cope with with.a'very .- .
precarious but not very deprived situation ,The unemployed. - >
farnworkers from Andalusia receive special benefits .fromfgxhe.;j:-
State which is a peculiar solution of a permanently potential - «
conflict ,On one hand it maintains the poverty within tolerable:

limits, on the other hand "it helps the ‘'senoritos
(landowners)to keep the control over the workers (even unemployed

) through an astute system of benefits payment,To get his mdney,ﬁ
when he is unemployad , a farmworker has to justify a minimum of

working days ( less than in others branches of industry) ; but.it
is the employer who has to sign the document giving the proof of
the required days of work, Which means as most of the workers have
not this required minimum , the need to keep 'good relationship’
with the employers for a farmworker to get the State money for
unemployment ,We tan see that
the vicious feudal practices of 'caciquismo’ still exist in
postmodern Spain |

Even so , the movement is still alive though with  umeven
distribution throuwghout all Andalusia ( the SOC is strong in west
Andalusia , Cadix and Sevilla ),For the last months , land
occupations have stopped but the national press says not a word
about these movements which give a bad picture of Spain,

On the CN T

,..Information about the determinant events in the life of
revolutionary syndicalism and of the CNT during the past years
are relatively acurate , even if some anarchist papers are on the
side of the CNT-AIT like 'Black Flag 'or on the side of the
‘renovados ' like 'Ideas and Action' Generally the figures ars
blown up,CNT-AIT has no more than 2,000 militants all over
Spain,I can be wrong , but their presence in the conflicts and in
the worker movement is almost nonexistant ,In fact | most members
are either old militants , almost all retired or on the other
side , attracted by their verbal radicalism , some young 'punks
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‘tlientelism’ and the survival of

T

“In 1814 Norway was transferred from the Danish to the Swedish kingdom, and in
this process the Norwegian bourgeoisie fought to establish an independent

national state. This was partly successful.as Norway from 1814 was a state in

unfon with Sweden, having its own constitution and parliament. From the late

/..1840's modern industry grew up; first in the form of textile and engineering

. ‘{ndustry. The invention of producing paper from timber gave rise to an

" {mportant pulp and paper industry from the 1870's. The next important step in

-the’ development of industriai‘cagitalism came with the invention and

«-{ndustrial use of hydroelectrical power. Norway is rich on waterfalls and from

: ~ “about the turn of the century these were developed, to a great extent by

- foreign capital. Factories grew up producing aluminium, fertilizers etc. Al

his industry has one thing in common; they are situated close to the source

57 of ‘power. Thus along most of southern Norway there are small towns with usually
~-one big factory, and perhaps as 1ittle as a few thousand inhabitants.

'.'3fn'i§b§ the bourgeéisié'final]y»5ucéeeded in achieving their independent state.

It 1s a smal} state, having today only a little more than 4 million inhabitants

= spread out over some 380000 square kilometres of land. Very large scale
‘manufacturing industry does not exist, for instance there is no auto industry;
‘and there are no large consentrations of industry and workers. A large

" steelworks was only built in the 1940's and this can be explained by the almost

“total lack of iron and coal resources.

: ::iisinéé thé i970!$'6ii,broductioﬁ iﬁ the Nofth'Sea has grown to become an' .
<" {mportant {ndustry. The oil production is small in relation to worid production,

-~ “but it has become important to thé Norwegian economy. Another fairly new -
~*_“industry of importance {s the rearing of fish - i.e. the industrial raising of
~ fish; at-the same time catching of fish is declining because there s not
- very much fish left in the seas.

The engineering -and shipbuilding industries have been declining for years, and
what 1s left of the shipbuilding industry is almost exclusively producing for
.the oil1 industry. As the developments of new oil fields is not very rapid at
the moment, this industry is suffering. :

- The Norwegian merchant fleet used to be one of the largest in the world. For
years. the number of ships registered in Norway has been falling, and the
ships have been transferred to countries with low wages for sailors. To counter

- this development and to keep a fleet under Norwegian flag, a ship register

*  was established which makes possible the employment of sailors from countries
with Tow wages. £ SR

Some statistical 11lusfrations taken from official statisics:
"the population is approximately 4.2 million .
: s 665000 are workers

U 1.2 million are employees
% 80000 are farmers and fishermen
i " 2.1 million are children, pensioners, under educati

Sométﬁing 1ike 700000 are employed in the state and municipal sectors. Thé
capital and largest city, Oslo, has 450000 inhabitants.Within 200 kilometres of
Oslo liﬁes something like 1.5 mjllion.

Sl LML iy Com e e e e



40 . - _ oslo, end df ovenbsin 1968
Dear comrades, ) ‘ PR SRR

Norway is one of the lesser known parts of the uorld, and things goihg on

here seldom reach international attention.:Until now Iittle has: happened

that should change this. As you will read further on, some: “{mportant g
developments seem to be faking place. Therefore there might be no coincidence
that this letter is written now. S g , i

Even among comrades who are in a favourable position to’ foilow developments

here we find a great lack of knowledge. Thus there is no wonder if comrades
who don't even understand the local language are quite unfamiliar with our‘
part of the world. e e g B .

b 1,

This presentation has a very restricted scope and its aim is to furnish,youfk':iQfT

with some background and information.

Some words about the "revolutionary milieu" in Norway. In 1976 a quite larg_ s

number of people were in the process of breaking with leftism (mainly anarchism)

and gradually constituted themselves into a marxist milieu. Out of this' ;
process came some small groups adhering to revolutionary positions.. Developing

a certain activity both locally and internationally we ended up with one - 3
roup of about 10 comrades, calling the group Kommunistisk PropagandaLag (KPL)-
Communist Propaganda Group). :

In Scandinavia there were a series of conferences between 1976 and 1982 .uhere;;f‘f'l -

different groups here in Scandinavia took part. At some of these conferences R
the ICC and the CWO took part. Towards the end of this period the lcc section
in Sweden was formed. - : :

The KPL and most of this Scandinavian milieu disintegrated. Today we. are PR
only two comrades left here in Norway who hold revolutionary positions and’ who'
wish to do something. We constitute no group or circle, but we meet regularily
and have a certain common work. At the best of our means we try to keep up .
international political contacts. As far as we know the other former comrades

of the KPL neither have a political activity nor want to have one.

Our address is: N . <l ST e

Motiva Forlag

Postboks 9340 V&lerenga
N-0610 Oslo 6

Norway

- ot imeuey e . SRR

The Black Death (1348-50) led to the practical extinction of the Norwegian &
state as an independent state. From then and until 1814 Norway was a part of .
the Danish kingdom. In this perjod before the industrial revolution the
economical development was taking place mainly in the form of trading and
exploitation of natural resources such as fish, timber, and metals. Together~-
with this went a development of merchant shipping. The agriculture 1s weak
because nature is barren. Only about 4 per cent of the territory of present .
Norway is arrable. There are some larger agriculture areas, but also lots of
small plots where a family could hardly make a iiving
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" 'sympathetic to ihe movement; - the -latter  are perhaps more
~radical but we can't say that neither they are CNT militants nor
©they have a lot in conmon with the old keepers of the anarchist
“@raal CNT-AIT is tompletely marginal in relation to what is

happening presently in Spain, Their slogan ( and the reason for
the split -with the ‘renovados ) is the boycott of the unien

.v"electxons which they have no possibility to. propagate considering
" their- _weakness in . the worker milieu,Because of this baycott

!

accordxng to-the renovados ' they have lost all possibilities to

- 'build a representative union force ,In my opinion this failure.is
: elsewhere the inadequacy of the' anarcho syndicalist project for

present spanxsh reality(see the discussion with a dutch comrade
above )My own" personal experience. ‘during the last years of

},franquxsm (during the process of  rebuilding the CNT from inside

Spain ') showed .me the rigid ideology of the old spanish

‘anarchist, their organisational fetichism ( the CNT like a

thurch) ., the bureautratisation of the relations and the inside
struggle . between the historic  fractions (revolutionary

- syndicalists, anarcho-syndicalists , faists , renovados etc
1.} Struggles sometimés ridiculous and always sterile and

discouraging,Considering the  situation we can say they have
dilapidated a militant human potential which was hoping to find
in the CNT and in anarchism some kind of social-political

Antervention aside fromthe techniques of democratic domination
- ,But - the CNT wants only to repeat the catechism from the

Saragossa Congress (I936):for most of the members time has not

-elapsed,Even now their style andthexr language recall only the

past ,

on the ’renovados '

" The renovados " on the contrary have accepted participation in

the factory committees where they have succesded in gaining some
delegates,Difficult-bo know the exact number of their militants
(perhaps 5,000/7,000 -),We have to consider that this union like
other unions is obliged to help iis members on small juridical
problems like contracts , notices , etc, which often nesd the use
of a solicitor ,Workers apply rather for that kind of help ,

- paying monthly dues rather than as militants ,The 'renovados’

have played this role in attempts to become the "third force
', Their ‘radicalism ' follows the attempt to recuparate the
discontent (partly at 1least )of members of the big brothers (UGT

. and CCDD) The success of the ‘renovados 'lies only in this factor



<_ﬂa nodern’ socxety
:j}Uhat happened “at SEAT 1s descrzbe ir
-~ p'3),In brief o we.can say that “th
‘in gaxnzng the maJorxty of the seat
- SEAT- in Barcelona whxch was formerly

~m111tant act1v1ty of the: CNT Both unxons had sxgq
in whith because of its weak- representatxon' 4 \
‘marginalised ,The workers. vere. very’ dxsappointed _mediately
the CNT began to question the legality of the factory ommitt
launching a petition calling for ' new -elections, After §¢
juridical peripeties and to the surprise- of the 'bxg ;

agreed to consider this success as an epxphenomenon But ‘the’ CCQO
national secretary came to Barcelona to sermonise ‘the - CCOB "SEAT

leaders who let themselves robbed of - the - hegemony in: the most,- =
important and prestigious factory of Spaln ;The day - after thet,w}
elections , CNT delegates were called in: by the top nanagers’ and’
S0 recognized as democratically elcted mterlocutors They were»".“
even offered a trip abroad to familiarise- themselveswlth new -

working conditions and modern technologies,etc,, but some months

later , when the nmanagement tried to push through .a't_
restructuring of working-hours , the ~CNT orgamsed a.

mobilisation with a strike and a huge demonstration in Barcelona
at the seat of the catalan government,The Volkswagen presxdent (
controlling SEAT )declared that discussion was impossible with
certain forms of unions which threaten the peace of industrial

relations ,0f course ,the CNT must push ahead its radicalism as a .
mean of gaining some 1nfluence anong the workers ,Though a very-
small minority, this union is present in a lot of. conflicts and -

in some factory committes of bxg industrial firms or services
(Renault ,Post Office ),There is no doubt {t represents an

alternative in a period of relative expansion though always on

the band wagon of CCOO and UGT failures,In fact the only
possibility for the CNT to expand in spanish social life is teo
tonquer the syndicalist support from workers formerly supporting
CCOU and UGT both now too tlose to factory management

ng .
which had underestimated the real poss1b111t1es of a small core -

of militants around the CNT. at SEAT, new. electxons ‘gave ‘the. .| -
majority to the CNT, Everybody followlng the - union: bureaucrats:" ) MR
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R 'the destruction of all ldnds ot determimst phenomena

The increasing spontaneity of the working class in the U.s. S.R. has never’
"'been described anyw ere to this day. But l have no doubt that it has already
reached very high leirels and that it has assumed an irreversible character,

i The continuous risé of. roletarian sp ntaneit ‘against capitahst planning - this
 isthe final and most»im sortant reason for the impossibility of planning in the
L us. s. R It has been the major force prompting the rapid changes in the top

.....

x ; echelons of the Russian ruling class in favour of 8o- called reformers and push-
ing the capitalist class along the path of completely overhauhng its traditional

strategies of class struggle. which have failed miserably. But that in itself can

be no reason for allowmg ourselves to be fOoled by the endless stream of Russian
propaganda since Gorbachev came to power. Never in Russian history has plan-
) mng played any effective role because it has always been planning of a purely
: fictitious system governed by purely fictitious laws. Any talk about the shift from
i plannmg toa greater use of msrket mechanisms can only be regarded as pure
R nonsense Planning has always been a lofty matter restricted to ivory towers

of planning agencies and otherwise ulﬁmportant for the development of everyday

o class struggle, while contrary toa widespread myth market mechamsms have

always existed abundantly (including of course mechanisms of the labour market)
ever since the breakthrough of capitalism in Russia. Such market mechanisms
don't have to be created, they have only to be acknowledged. This is what the
Russian ruling class has reluctantly done in recent years, and in fact only partially

‘and half-heartedly. The fundamental question, however, will not be if the gapi-

talist class_'of the U.S.S.R. will succeed in introducing or acknowledging mar-
ket mechanisms be’caus'e' they”a‘r’e" indeed very secondary elements in any capi-
talist societj. The question will rather be how the Russian capitalist class can
possibly survive (with or without 4Gorbachev, that ie utterly unimportant),

squeezed in between the rigid demands of the falling tendency of the profit rate
and the threats of another' leap in the development of working class spontaneity.
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"The suppression of any freedom_

‘ah exploitation of labour power which’ is more extreme ‘than els
The suppression of any possibility for the working ‘class and
tion as a whole to influence events openly allows bureancratic

labour and of productive resources in general which ,
characteristic of Rugsian economy / T ‘;_(_Le r‘egime;
p. 8) Pl TR

It is really hard to believe that someone like Castoriadis (whose ideas are ab

most of the rest of leftist thinkmg on these mattera)

solutely typical for

who has always fought tenaciously - at least on paper - against determinism and
in favour of creation by people, against organisation and in favour of spontaneity '

of people, should be able to descend to the lowest levels of the most primitive

determinism and organisational fetishism whenever he talks about the role oi‘ the, .' ‘-'

working class. In fact this is not a matter of a few carefully selected citations

from his works, but of a general and permanent attitude His writmgs abound

with contemptuous, derogatory, denigrating remarks on the working class, and

they are a single hymn of profound admiration for the limitless. capabilities of
the bureaucracy in their ruthless efforts at subjugating the worlnng class There'

is no question for him about the desirability of human creative activity, of human

spontaneity, but unfortunately this stupid and unreliable working class has never E A

and nowhere done him the favour of demonstrating such creativity and spontaneity, A

except perhaps far, far back in the fifties in Hungary and Poland - sohe wam:s to
make us believe. We have been fed with such stuff for a very long time by all -

kinds of Social-Democrat, Leninist, Trotskist, Stalinist Maoist etc pretenders :

to the throne, but endless repetition hasn’t made the argument more acceptable
Spontaneity and creation would stand little chance in the U.S. S R., if their de-
velopment depended on individual people, preferably exhorted by their lei’tist "
mentors, waking up one bright and sunny morning and saying: Let's be sponta~
neous! Fortunately capitalist society have a more reliable and efficient me’cl_ial-
nism for producing spontaneity and creative behaviour - the faning 'tendenc"y of
the profit rate or, in other words, the inevitability of claes struggle Once again
it becomes clear how senseless it would be to preach spontaneity aggi net deter-~

minism since they are tied in a dynamic relationship which historically leads__ to . ! -

rHAteneums ,vo)baken by the fascisis after 1939 (according £ the
. CNT=AIT several milliards pesetas }.End of march

. Madrid Court décided that the 'historlcal ' CNT-AIT onl/ touldget
" this ‘official . _recognition, Ithink it is a political nanceuvre
Caiming to ‘give the' name and all the belongings to a marginal
. organisation like the present CNT-AIT : there is no risk of a
" renewal of the anarcho-syndxcalist movement ,In fact , the CNT-
~ .. AIT has no possibility of regrganising 1tse1f evan with all the
A ;”money it might get for its ‘belongings taken by the franquist
L ,state .On the other hand ',
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L ‘As‘the Volsnagenjpreéldent considered the sxtuation , the CNT

ite (. and its need to mamtain fts legitimacy with radical
_dei' in spanish Tabour * - velations somewhat ~ disturbs the
'overnment The: differences between ‘the government and the big
Aunigns- though’ expressing a kind of “spectacular comedy ,also
Xp gsed the.:real diffitulty they find in _tontrolling the
for ,abt!ety ag 4 whole .In my opinion , the CNT

: | : ituation -a dEStabiiisxng factor because this
or ,anzsatten “needs. tenstantiyto push forvards with those demands
luays: preeent for most. of the rank and file workers but usually
repressed by - ‘the'. unfons: JThe present _complexity of the
elat ‘ﬂéhlp betWeen the big- “unions ,managers and the government
would be even more tomplex with thig CNT presence,Perhaps this is

~ . the veal . neaning of the dacision’ of the Appeal Court on the
'Q'“proprietorship of the name and historlcal possessions of tha CNT,

iﬂFor years the two CNT fractxons (AIT and 'renovados ' ) have

tried to get ‘official recognition' as heirs of the historical
aanarcho-syndicalist movement . It was more than a symbolic
legitinity enshrined in the name and its historical identity
because: it was the restitutxon of all "the belongings of
nrganisations linked. to ‘the, libertarian movement (CNT ,FAL

1

the Central

the court decision is a blow to the
renovados 1 trthey have to thange their name taking until their

~ next congress the name of C&T -Genera) Confederation of Workers -
- thaving nissed ney. finante which would have helped thea to build
. up the union. as i institution at the very moment that  they
 might hope to become the 'third force 'among the union
. worid whxch is their more inmediate aim

C.v, 7/5/89




connune ,region and of course the | the’ radical man emancipation

State which gives the key to the beyond “political emancipa-'ﬁi"
answer for the dual crisis of au- |tion:should accept and defend
thority and responsibility, u_~ representative democracy as a;

Socialist Party ,1980 :  Srfeg necessary prepatory step.

On this last point everybody agreed with the exception of two or b

three  opposing voicesiwe  have . to. bhe resolutely “for
representative democracy and against direct: democracy, '

We are used seeing leftist movements and left 1nteiiectuals‘

moving in this same system of references but adopting a raverse

position ;we have to be resolutely for . direct democracy and

against representative democracy,It was already the cheice in
1968 and it is still the chaice of the leftist movement to-day,

as we can see when con51dering the comments in the alternative:

press about the events in november /december and january 86/87 in
France(student struggles and SNCF strike ) ,No other position

could be seen,What is remarkable in the most recent tomments is

the certitude clearly expressed by some of them that there is a
real historical tendency towards direct democracy in working
class struggles,l will try shortly to explain why I think that
direct democracy has nothing to do with the self enancipation of
the working class (except for the fact that aborted pseudo direct
democracy experiences ease the self emancipation process), that it
had never existed and that it was impossible to practice it in
the post war period ,

! - Representative democracy does not exist and never existed
neither in working places, nor in any other place ,either in
France or elsevhere, Among the structures built to limit freadom

}

.,f_fParty 'Mondoperaio ‘iaunched a discussion 0 He;problemf ot;the
" ’State among socialists . tomnunists: and’ ieftists in publishing an
T article. from Professor Norberto Bobbxo ;a:top figure: -among: the.

~ italian. political ‘culture, asking ‘the: question +"What" are the

- alternatives- to the representative democracy e After ‘g quicki_., ik

examination of left and right’ arguments angainst democracy i R

general and representative system in particular . Bobbio - should -

“-adnit: the. conciusion that ey

"It is the democratic rebuilding, valid and convincing - Jof

the whole society through family’| -alternative does not’ exist

school, workshop ,office,district | and that even those wanting

B
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"The bureaucracy can at any moment 'statically’® use the means of pro-

o :.' - duction'and products. It can do with them ‘whatever it wants’ physu:ally

.and economically, just as - and even more than - a capitalist 'can do
‘what he want8® with his capital, But above all it can use it 'dynamically’.
- It can decide on'the medns aimed at extracting surplus value from the
- working. population, on the rate of this surplus value and on its destina-
. tion (on its- distribution between bureaucratic consumption and accumula-
B tion, as well as on the orientation of this accumulation. " (Le régime so-
. claldela Russie [The Social Regime in Russia/, p. 5)

g 'Evidently Castoriadis doesn‘t hesitate to copy ‘and present the wildest tales of

o v 'Russian propagandax as if they were pure and plain truth. In fact the capitalist

G ‘-class in the U.s. S R neVer does what it wants and never knows what it does, It
knows nothing either of the ambiguity of its ideology or of the ambiguity of its po-
litice. It has no means of escaping from thie ambiguity of its politics before the

' complete destruction of the capitalist system which is- of course not in its own in-
terests since it would imply its disappearance ag a capitalist class, as a ruling
- class. An absurdity? Not greater than the absurdity of class society, of social
o -sntagonism and class struggle hidden behind these ambiguities and being their
‘. deepest cause. Ideological and political ambiguity express the same truths about
] capitalist society in ‘the U. 8. S R.': There is a social antagonism between the ca-
o pitahst class and the workmg class, and the class struggle causes this antago-

* nigm.and these classes to vanish.

" Do the analyses of Castoriadis and other leftists provide any insight into what

: happens at the level of class struggle in the U.S.S.R. ? I am afraid, not. A
single page ot‘ the Moscow telepho‘ne directory contains more useful informations
on the working class in the U.S.S.R. than all the writings of Castoriadis and
other leftists (and he wrote a lot, this Castoriadis!). In fact he has very little
to say about the working class and about class struggle. To give a few examples:

"Its essence /fhe writes about capitalist planning/ consists, as with ca-
pitalist production, in‘r"‘aucing the direct producers to the status of
simple order takers, orders being given by a peculiar srata which fol-
lows its own interests.' (La #ociét€ bureaucratique, vol. 2, p. 279)

""The stable and immovable character of this bureaucracy in its totality
/---/, parallel to the totalitarian structure of the State, removes from
the workers all possibilities of having the slightest influence on the ma-
nagement of thé economy and of society in general. The result is that
the bureaucracy alone in its totality decides everything concerning the
. use of the means of production. " (La sooiéte' bureaucratique, vol, 1,

P 251)



surprise to discover the same kmd oi’ ambigu tyon he"po“litical-leve
tivities of the capitalist class, as found on the ideolo ,cal vel? Oh on .hand
there is no doubt about the capitahst class in the U S S,

jectives (above all regular increases’ in the rate of exploitation through raising

the level of productivity). If we consider the entire history oi’ capitalism in the - T

U.S.8.R., the capitalist class, in particular in its bolshevi

good progress in this field, even 1f more slowly than its We . ern competitors

and some of its Eastern competitors as well On the other hand: 'the policy ot‘

increasing the rate of explmtation contributes directly to the fall f the profit -

rate, because it constantly reduces the possibilities of usmg livuig labour, the- .

main source of surplus value. Of course these things have nothing to do either '

with the divergences between the ’centre and the periphery of the capitalist

class or with internal conflicts within the capitalist class and it is impossible "

to understand them on the basis of a primitive sociology of power Power in it-

self is an ambiguous element in the context of class relations, ‘and political am- 2

biguity is an essential feature of the capitalist class seen in its totality and its
unity. Hence a second conclusion: What excludes agr form of capitahst pla ing

in the U,S.S.R., is that the capitalist class, by its verz activitz, sabotages not

only its own plans, but also and above all it own future, the future of Capitalism. 3

If it an be agreed easily that the capitalist class is un.able to organise product-
ion, it cannot be denied that it is equally incapable to organise constraint The
only thing it is really able to do is to organise the destruction of' capi_talism
Nevertheless it would be aberrant to think of the capitalist class as 'deciding'
on its activities and 'choosing® between possible'alternati\'r,es'. as Castoriadis

implicitly does: : . T 5

'in the ac- B

de:iuing precise ob~~\j 4ff

‘ t‘orm, has made G
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parliaments could be considered

cﬁ‘"Ue managed to be uniied to act| as the most important.On one
ooab Paris-Nord,but the unions didlhand the soversignty of those
=1 giye ys the' anSWEVJwe deserve!

supposed to be represented is a
‘pure fiction ,The elactorate is

not -a collection of equals and
£ {free men but an heterogenous
'Perhaps that will harm the pre- ¢ollection - of - exploiters and
sent union leaders but it will " exploited, of rulers and ruled |
be good for syndicalxsm" ‘of assisted and assistants,When

=Mais ‘entora b 11,1987 . Jsovereign people is a fiction |

‘then * the delegation of this
sovereignty “toa group of MP's in the election

peoplezsff

';f and the people’s representation are fictions too.On the other
hand it is exactly from this fiction that patlianent draws its

imaginary character - of  a  democratic institution

“f; helpingparliamentary declsxons to appear as legal and right

‘:‘ to help the progress of the movement ,its

'A';-Nith the building of a real workers party

_decxsions

»:'"The LCR brought the evidence ,xn the SNCF
|strike as with the young,the feachers, it

and mainly to make these decisions compulsory for
everybody JAn this. process ‘talled constitutionalisation of the
on - constitionai it is not important to know that parliamentary
decisions are taken against the will of the people’s majority or

.4aga1nst ‘its tore elementary needs ,Once the legislative act is
cvoted the popuiar will hae to f:nd its limit - especially the

limit of all forms
of resistance-within

the law ,Executive
and judiciary power
are there to control
it is respected,What
remains of democracy
considering self-organisation and workers is the regular repe-
democracy as-its main task , _ tition of pseudo-

Dossier Rouge ,n°21 ,2eme trinestre 87 demacratic rituals;
: . i

wag able” within the linmits of its forces

cohesion and its democratic organisation
The ‘LCR will do everything to go ahead

g

‘elections of representants are widely spread : in factsries and

offices -, in schools and universities, in Social Security ,in
-parties and. unions , in associations etc,.,,the electoral battles

between several groups or individuals i, reports of responsable
people ; broadcasting of debates on radio and TV

2 80 why fight for or against a representatx«e democraty whith

-~ dogs not. exist and is impossible in class societies 7 Ii's the
© gatrat of the leftist novement What exists and is perfectly
';;zpossibie and is 2 bas:c need in a capitalist systen is:
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a) the ideology of
~ representative demo-
_cracy as we know it

"For .the LCR, self- organxsed structures
and strike comm1ttees ara-a superior
form of unity and workers democracy.,
These tonmittees are often lead by gnty,popular repre-
militants or most combative workers, sentation through
they have to represent all workers with. elected MPs division
their opinions and organisations,,,, - of powers ,the legal
Because self organisation allows to see State ,the principle
the emergence of some elements of —of legality , the
alternative substitutes for the union- public character of
bureaucracies and to settle the supe-. . State affairs, equal
rity of direct democracy forms, - and general taxation,
Dossiar Rouge ,n°2) , 2d term 1987 human .and citizen

rights, to quote anly the most fundamental ones ,

b)Non democratic State power whose only task is the mediation
between twn antagonistic classes to maintain the capitalist
system’'s stability(mediation is something completely different
from State neutrality or autonomy both impossible fo exist): the
instruments of this power are schools and universities -, army |
police |, mass media ,justice ,social securlty , ete,,, :
Linked with the rules of a "representat:ve democracy " even the
very existence of the worklng tlass is characterised by

illegality ,Its organisation is already given by its situation as.

a class the unity of which be1ng always reinforced by “the other

"Other powers will take over our unions .

ve actiong. against
the capitalist class about the rate of. prof:t which is the nervus
rerum of the capitalist system Nobody has a choice ndt 4o
participate (except by suicide ) in this daily struggle and a

separation between economical and polxt1:al struggle clgeni
impossible ,Struggle or vote is an nonexisient iltérnative: for
the working class:a worker can vote when he participates in  the

political or wunion elections but he votes -too when. he

struggles, At the level of State power( and of the unions

too),this  vote through siruggle has almost destroyed all

possibility of a mediation between classes v redection of .-
“blockade - of - State 3
adninistration, crumbling of State finances spl;t of ‘employees

representativity, contempt . of legality

wellpopular soverei~-

tlass activity jits
~ | consciousness is more
if we don't succeed to give them a s clearly expressed4- -
united strength”, (Mais encore ! Qpri1i87) through its collecti-

e
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to believe, why not _sven'd the oppositional cliques within the capitalist class to

‘Siberia or, after the French fashion, to the guillotine (didn’t somebody try all

this in Russia already, without much success)? Even more naive is the idea of

a capitalist class simply dominating the working class, and I will have to return
to that strange view in the tradition of Bernstein-Kautsky-Hilferding later. I will
suggest a different interpretation, comtrary to the accepted myth of power rela-
tions, by focusing on the old-fashioned and (especially in self- styled Marxist
circles) very unpopular idea of class dialectics. To begin with, it seems appro-
priate to remind the reader that capitalist planning in Russia is determined by
some kind of illusion, while the economic activity of the capitalist class in the
U.S.S.R. is determined by the falling tendency of the profit rate. This implies

the existence of regular and permanent divergences between planned and actual

activities of the capitalist class itself, divergences in all spheres of social life.

The most specta'cnlar instance, and with enormous consequences, is that of in-

‘vestment. One miéht think the capitalist class of the U.S,S.R. to be capable of

mvestmg more or.less exactly the capital envisaged by the plan. Experience
shows that practlcally never (except by chance) does it manage to achieve the in-
vestment’ levels env1saged in the plan although these plans in themselves may
well be seen as coherent and loglcal enough (whereas Castoriadis considers plan-

mng in the U. S. S R to be essentlally chaotic and irrational).

Th1s 18, however, but a prelimmary aspect conceahng still the basic problem.

. 9t1.cking to the example of investments and their results, there is no doubt that

the capitahst class 1n the U. S. S R. tries constantly to improve labour producti-

‘-vity and to mcrease the rate of explmtatmn through investing in constant capital.
‘llBut when we analyze the growth of the national product in connection with invest-

'ments, we ﬁnd a tendency for the rentab11ity of investment to fall in the long run.

.The capitalist class in the U S. S R actually finds itself in the worst of all pos-

.sible situations It_has been unable to maintain a fast and stable pace of invest-

._"'mem (whlch means a quick slowdown of technical progress and of the possibilities
,’of producing relative surplua value ). It has been unable to stabilize the growth
- -of the national product which has steadxly declined, and it now seems that some
- ",fdef 'mte lunits have been reached m value production (which means a quick slow-
. 'jdown in accumulation) These two factors are closely linked in a mechanism,




thing to state that cap1tahst ideolog is cha.racter' ed by
sense. But what about planning in the context of class poitt

rather primitive concept of power, of the fragmentation of powe £
is totally inadequate in explaining the basic problems of capitaliat p annin
U.S.S.R.: : ; f

"In the second place, the entire organisation of production is builﬂ Y
the interests of workers, who one way or, another are ‘always agked for-

more and more work without receiving an equivalent. Invariably manage-

ment orders encounter bitter resistance from those who are. supposed to

be carrying them out. So the managing apparatus, whether in F‘rance, _
in Poland, inthe U.S.A. or in Russia, spends most of its time exercis-

ing direct or indirect pressure rather than organising production.” I the

third place, the bureaucratic managing apparatus as. ‘much, if not more
than in a private capitalist factory, is deeply divided by m'cerual con-
flicts; the various professional categories. of bureaucrata -their. auper—
imposed political ‘coteries’, and even clans or cliques (Whose struggles,
in a bureaucratized system are a basic sociological fact) fight and cheat

each other, and pass the buck of responsability back and forth ‘stc, Hence

bureaucratic ’planning’ is a mixture of rationality : and absurdity ca.using
a degree of wastage similar to that of a tradinonal capltalist economy
(p. 279 8.) ; . hesieln

How is it possible to understand causes and effects of the economic 'activity ot

the capitalist class on the basis of vulgar sociology such as. this? 54 this questxon_ ;

T ah

of the fragmentation of power were really so 1mportant as Castoriadis wants us .
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e State apparatue ~are. the  most significant .
'ifev:dente ~ Hore and more the log1c of mediation is

replaced by the logic of
~ confrontation , of anta-
gﬁn1sm T, H5
.3) Mow the 100,000 ¢
dollare question :What
is - the difference
between direct demorracy

and representative demo-

2 alternative eolutions
A-fseparatxon “petwesn struggle and discussion , wvote and
;,_-:etruggle) It is nothing other than intellectual contempt,often
ot complete ignovance of the daily struggle around the rate of
“.-profit and -

};'consc:ousness as a purely intellectual process , -
<. b)Neither regular elections in representatlve democracy , nor
- /'deneral workers assemblies &1l over France , even if they vere
% -taking plate every day- would cthange anything even marginally in
-, the capitalist system of exploitation ,0n the contrary , facts
" about exploitat:en, inequalitxas

e ; . . cracy ? Wait a moment
ore repeating your answer Nhich vas wrong ,,.Correct answer ;

. be
‘ practically nothing. even {f we take the most perfect situation

{ganera] aseembly of all concarned workers ,regular meetings eg
fvery . day ;uninamous voles , exetutive committee with members

: dishxesxblé "t any noment,regular and  compulsory reports,
. inparative- nandate , duties rnta v a8t )
““a)Both- “those . advocating direct - democracy ‘and representative

denocracy exprees ‘the ' -same need to build a “political
“organzeatxpn autsxde the Organxsatxon already existing through
tlass antagonism an organisation to distuss , to present
“'dacide together strategy and tactics(a

overestxmation of the value of discussion and

rategorical interests,uneven
actese - $o - education and 1nformat:on etc, will unavoxdably

- deterdine  the - funct;ening and the structures of general
~-assenblies- 14 is--not by - chance if most of tha time the
.1"Fmilxtante"are ‘$he. only ongs - to speak in the assemblies,if
" manjpulations about’ the 'pover-. of epeaking

tan take place , if
practically only those ‘militant’ outside the strike are the

. nembers of the strike committess if local, regional or national
',coordinating connittess have io be organxsed 'by bonapartist

péople’ ,if - strike - ‘commibttees or national coordinations self

: fif procla:m they are representative of thoueands of workers It is

“the 'normal’ functxonxng and
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"It is said there is a lot of
unions militants and it is normal
that people acting(!) out of the
period of strike are to be found
the committees,In the same time we
see that ,during the strike,non
unionised especially young and character of these institu-
active warkers wanting to do some-l tions ,Representative demo-
thing and to organise themselves(!) cracy as direct democracy
They were not like that in the can only reproduce inequality
place of work and in the struggle |of the capitalist systenm,
they reveal being militants like biWe are told that general
us(i), strike militants ,,, assenblies are set up to pro-
Coyrant Alternatif , february 1937 |vide unity beyond the unions

]inevitability of direct demo-
tracy , of rank and file
demacracy , of assemblyist
democracy or of any other
pompous concept invented to
dissinulate the  actual

and political divisions;but
in fact this unity is a pure fzct1on , as fictitious as the
‘peuple de France ' which is the basis of ’representative
democracy’When a general assembly is set up it is said that the
workers are not yel organised , a naive ignarance of the primary
organisation  built throuwgh
considered as individuals without an  worganisation, as an
amorphous mass completely atomized,So everybody is ronsiderad as
qual free and agreed and there is unity (because if all

As for representativity infercategory thJ

¢nordinating committee was essentially the participants see
formed with strike committees of Paris | themselves as equals it
South-West ,but even son 12,000 strikers] is 'normal ' the the
were concerned ( was not it a self pro~ | number of heads is coun
claimed commitiee?);the ADC coordinating| ted for the Jdecisions),
committes even if it reprasented(?) 32 | The uimost unity degree
depots out of 94 could count only some | is when unionists and
thousands of the strikers,As for demo- |non-unionists altogether
cracy (7) the coordinating commitiee raise their hands voting
met a lot of time with delegates manda- | yes or no ,Fortunately
ted by strikers general assemblies; on this magic transforming
the contrary the ADC coordinating com- pf a proletarian identi-
mittee met only two times and in its ty (basis of the daily
strike commiftees some seats were re- struggle ) into an
served for union officials who were assemblyist 'autonomous’
ot elected or dismissible,” identity of 'militant
Courant Alternatif , march 1997 porkers' inside and for

their secondary 'organi-

sation’ |, in the oefence of an imaginary unity is doomed to fail,

tlassyantagonism, workers  are

e e o e i % SR AT MRS
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this fundamental fact the capitalist class in the U.S.S. R, knows no more than

Western researchers and politicians - and that is practically nothing.

Thus the Russian capitalist class has the advantage of very accurate definitions

of economic phenomena , superior analytical tools, a long experience in criti-
cising capitalist systems, and an enormous mass of statistical data, too, data
which may not be \;ery "accurate', but cannot simply be regarded as useless, and
yet the capitalist class has been unable, inspite of such ideal conditions, to have
anything but a completely distorted image of Russian capitalism. Instead of
deploring the lack of accurate and up-to-date information, as Castoriadis does,

1 suggest a different approach which seems to be more promising in the attempt
to explain this seeming paradox : a discussion of capitalist ideology in the U.S.S.R.
and its implications. Capital.ist ideology, we know that since Marx wrote about it,
is completely distinct from cheating, error, stupidity, and from false conscious-
ness, even if all things could well be mixed with ideology in the same people’s
mind. What exactly is the nature of capitalist ideology in the U.S.S.R. (i.e. of
the so-called Marxism-Leninism)? The capitalist class speaks of Soviet soéiety
as socialism, but in fact it is nothing but capitalism, with a continuity reaching
back at least as far as 1860, They speak of a planned system, but in fact it is
neither the plan nor the market which determines the development of the economy,
but simply profit and exploitation, They present themselves as the working-class
vanguard, but in fact they are its implacable opponent. They clatm to continually
improve the condition of the workers, but in fact the contrad1t1ons between the

worjicng
re growmg constantly. In their

classes as well as relative and absolute pov'e‘rt
imagination there is no room for doubt about their policy having the steady sup-
port of the working class, but in fact the working class struggles for destroying
the capitalist system. First conclusion: Whatever has been made the object of

capitalist planning in the U. S.S.R., its character has never been more than

that of a purely fictitious, non-existing system, in short of the socialist system.

Ome more it must be emphasized: This is neither the proof of a bottomless
stupidity of the capitalist class nor a very nasty attempt at playing a deliberate
trick on the other part of the population, deceived as to the real character of
the system, nor proof of any kind of false consciousness in the capitalist class.



critical analysis of the Western branch of capttalism. I have no doubt that the
U.S.S.R. has always had a much more reahstlc pxcture of Western capitalist

economy than the West of the Soviet economy, in spite of- all the efforts and nu- SR
merous pubhcatlon on the part of the CIA and Western sovietology (Isn't zt sig- DT

nificant that the capitalist class in the U.S. 8 R has Just decided to get r1d of -
these analytic tools and to replace them more’ or. less by the useless tools of
Western vulgar economism?) Surplus value production and exploitatlon, the
nature of percdlcal criges, the falling tendency of the proﬁt rate, the structural
crisis of traditional branches of industry etc. in the Western branch of capitahsm
have no secret for the capitalist class in the U, S.S.R.A We have seen thl_s over

many decades in the past.

On the other hand, it is evident that the ruling class in the U.S.S.R. has been
completely unable to use the same tools for an analysis of the capitalist system
in the U,S.S.R. This paradox turns out to be even more puzzling once we try

to analyse the Soviet economy with exactly the same methods, tools and concepts
which Soviet economists are so fond of when dealing with Western capitaltsm. g
for the sake of the argument it is preferable to use nothtng but the very date
published regularly by the capitalist class in the U.S. S.R. , and for the rest
Western re-calculations have by no means proved superior_. lf we proceed in
this manner, there is only one possible conclusion: The laws of development '

of the Western and the Eastern branches of capitalism are exactly the same. VOf

The Russian economists have very successfully used these 1nstruments in their.”',:’,:- o

preve
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‘ s:the fcrst tise in France that

':'ya novement of this inportance deve-
Jiops 1w a. complete autonomous way

building at the same tiie autonomous

”,'organisatcons of direct. democracy to

contrel their struggle Even if this|.

S attempt vas a ‘partial “one, the move-|

" [ment tried ta go beyond this. rank

- and file: ‘organisations in building
 |other autononous regional and natio-
‘[nal structires,Ve can_see heré gome

stéps towards the building of autono
mous organisation of struggle which
tould outline an organisatxon of the .
social. life -through committees clo-

fsely linked to tank and file assem-
‘|blies, taking in hand their own

_.1nterests and eliminating in this

_|process all the structures of the

ruling soclety,

ftwo dif erent technxques
i tegcattun Vhy' then " the fight
deMDCPacy? Another satret of the leftist movément ,For all people
ad .. in real expertences of ‘direct democracy
of & social: praglice ', there are a lot of situations to
. study m‘tnly in the postuar perxod in France as in England, in
},Germany as in the USA ,in Italy as in SpainEven if we can’t say
that these experiencés had been suffxcxently studied ( why look
at?the ‘reality when we can dreah 1) we.
tlags tn the nost advanced tapitalist countries has left direct
mocracy behtnﬂ Thia ts true for french railways workers too,

Liaisons n°2 'H\e end|
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"dlnefendenst‘f‘fepresentative democraty a8 wetl as, defenders of
.:Hemn acy Hins;st on . the meed for

delegatxng powar
s rank and file and

functtontng of 1diract democracy
its : "no anctioning” and all the pseudo-
jals tnherent in the

-'assemblytst democracy’

_ hese . ‘ingﬁ from happening -, A
',.dranath_uconclﬂsiOn that, divect democracy does not.
g "Representatlve democracy” and

of capctalist

for ‘direct

in the

gee’ that the working.

his fortress of the secta-
( and alsn the wunitarian
one ) vas fighting against
integration through direct

democracy ' well as
through representative
democracy’ even if only

for one week or iwo ,-a

- minority of "workers over-

looked this historical
tendency of class struggle
in France (and elsewhere)
Ve can only regret one
thing:apart from this in-
flated exaltation of ‘di-
rect democracy 'in the |,
SNCF strike , we have
looked in vain for some-

- thing on the daily strug-
gle of the french railwvays
workers in the pages of

| "Rouge ",“Mais encore ",

;_antte_Duvriére”,"Courant
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FRANCE GOES OFF THE RAILS - -
The movements-in France, november 86=jan

first students , then railvays workers went ‘the
way to “fight for the defence 'of - their. mos
imnediate interests,Doing so and because - ey ‘e
they went to the highest level of class ‘¢onfront;

Unusual events tdok'plafé;fh‘Fréhtéfdgfﬁng; he

they did want their fight- to. be non-politital
from the unions , they build ‘up a ' dangerous
government, political parties | managers and union;

A 1ot has been written in Frénce_aboutjihislmovémgnisﬁﬁbéi'b{;it"
did not come from the studentss, Hundreds of different leaflets’
poured in the sireets mainly during the.studenjfﬁqyg@gnt;}fppm:

all kind of organisations | schools 3}
individuals Hundreds of articles or pamphlets -came - ou
wide range of sources during and mainly after this hecti

: groups
out - fr

oA ‘e

It vas actually a difficult task to try to use such’a:huge amount = -
of material to bring english speaking - people closer to.some -
understanding of what was at stake during these ‘twa wonths of - = -
_ 'unrest ' all over France ,Can we get this better understanding - ..
after reading this 44 page pamphlet 7 Out of these 44 pages ; 8

concerns the facts themselves , 9 are photos -, 19 a choice of
leaflets , 7 comments on this production of leaflets in France ,

It is a hard work to discuss in some lines what vas written in 3
pages on the student movement and in 5 pages on the railways
strike ,Though this last text was the translation from a french
pamphlet (“SNCF-décembre 8f-janvier 87 )it contains ds many

inaccuracies as the text on the student movement directly written -
from english sources,Only two examples of this amount of facts

that would need corrections ; )

1", students have to be triticised,, they claim . they
are'apolitical’though all their leaders are former leftist
bureaucrats,,.” (p 3 ), This quotation can only give a wrong view
of the movemeni, Student unions are very weak : for instance the
most important universities of Paris (VI and VII Jregroup in-the
same location (Jussieuw, ) 0,000 students in the very centre of
Paris 4+ all the students unions compete in the elections for

‘plain anything at all,

we SN ‘ 31

olétarienne contre la bureaucratie, in: Socialisme .
2071958, newly edited in: La soci€té bureaucratique,
1973;: P: 287 s8.; citation from p. 279)

, apning is impossible without quick and accurate infor-
rﬁqui,aﬁy;abqﬁjt't}xé'fg’sults. ‘of current production. In a bu-
system, the situation of individual bureaucrats or of groups
rats occupying this or that place in the hierarchy depends on
q-!thgy “have achieved - in reality or only apparently, Unless
reaucracy wants to build a control system with endless
« “diyisions, obliged most of the time to rely on apparent results. At
7 most’it ea mirgl the quantity of production, but not its quality. The
© . resultis'an ineschble tendency for bureaucrats managing individual
= . -factories ¢r a pecullar-branch of the economy to inflate the results they
-have got - in such a way that central planning relies for a large part

v i oo imaginary figures." (p. 284) _
Like the vulgdr é:céﬁgrﬁiste"'fr'.Om; whom he borrowed the argument of a lack of

: écbhfa’_cé in'f‘oriﬂ;t{én (cf A,’_";:'B.‘é‘i'g'son, A problem in Soviet statistics, in: Review
- of Economi;: Statisticszs /1947/4.A Bef_gsén, Reliability and usability of Soviet
*statistica: A summary sppraisal, in: American Statistics 7/1 953/3; A. Gerschen-
: k'rbn, Réliapililt&:.q{‘Sov‘_i;zt ind}istfial_ a_"nd‘ national income statistics, in: American

Statistics. 7/‘1{9'58/2';“;&';.‘ Nove. .Econqmic rationality and Soviet politics, or: Was
Stalin really n'ece‘s'_sagry?,Lot’ldon 1964; VG ‘Treml/J. P, Hardt (eds.), Soviet

' economic statisi;ics‘, Dui‘hgtﬁ, N.C., 1972; V.G. Treml, Studies in Soviet input-

output analysis, New York 1'97'?; A, Tretyakova/l. Birman, Input-output analysis

i . . “l“
‘in the USSR, in: Soviet Studies 28/}976 /2;_ borrowing by Castoriadis of course’. :

only from the first three titles, the rest for comparison of the argument), Ca-
storiadis remﬁ_iné coz.hpl'et'e]'.y on the surface of the problem. The availability of
information, 'Whet.h"e: sufficient or insufficient, whether accurate or inaccurate,
whether quickly or slowl& Fvaﬂable. ia quite a matter of secondary importance
in a capitalist system. Supposing-for a moment that the capitalist class of the
U.S.S.R. coﬁld really -bomh:ahd sufficient, accurate and rapidly available infor-
mation, does thig ﬁ_iake us Sélié,vg more iﬁ the possibility of a higher degree

of rationality in its politics? In greater realism in its central planning?Ina
greater impact of planning bn‘e-cénc;mic and social development? In all three
cases the answer can be only ﬁ‘egati've.’ Regarding the-problen'x as to how plan-
nﬁxg works in the U, S S R., aigufnéms'of a lack of accurate data do not ex-
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vol. 1 and 2, Harmondsworth 1974, 1976 M‘ Dobb Sovtet Econom l)evelop-

ment Since 1917, London 1948; C. Castoriadis, The Social Regim .ianus‘sia;
in: Telos 1978/79 and many others). In i‘act the actual content of ;hese tales
about central planning and State property,. supposedly bemg the essence ot a
socialist society, is no different from the tales of the Virgin's appearance.
capita.hst society in

The widespread mcomprehension of the working oi
the U.S.S.R. reaches its highest level when experts begm to speak ofa’ gap
between plan goals and results, and of the "building ofa State capitalist Bocie-

ty because of certain changes in juridical categories

1 will deal here only with the question of central planning, taking as a. starting
point a text by C. Castoriadis, claiming to be crit1ca1 but in fact illustratmg
well the impotence of leftist radicalism (not'to speak of estab_lishe_d _po_htical
science, history, economy and sociology) in grasping the very essence "of"the'
capitalist system in Russia and the laws governing its development Analyzmg
the problems of making planning of an entire society work, Castoriadis ex—

plains:

"At first, the ruling bureaucracy does not know what to’ administer,
the reality of production remains unknown to it, because this’ reality
is nothing less than the producers’ activity, and the producers do not
inform the ruling class, whether private capitalists or bureaucrats. )
of what is actually happening: Very often they organise themselves in ‘
such a way that the managers cannot be informed (to avoid their in-
creasing exploitation, to express their antagonism, or gimply because
of lack of interest - these are not their problems). " (C Castoriadis,

23

nd €he mﬁst important union UNEF 10 pxcks up about

'baitand;has gven less nembers), The ieaders of UNEF-10 are former

trotskyists - 'having moﬁed altogather recently to the Socialist

rParty_Q*(ter the: strike. .  some of them will move directly to the

83 y he SP ¥,Could they be considered as 'leaders’
i‘the students who did not tare at all to be unionized
! these 'leaders 1 tried effectlve)y to

3 +obl by the rank and- file pressure to
e aiI signs. of political involvement: if they effectively
planied the denonstrations Cwith the ‘police as well ) the first
,ig demons Tations escaped totally the organxzers and went their

oun way 4 )
: Rt 1.;The SNCF iNational SbCIety of French Ra11ways ) is an
f'penireprise with- over 50% of its capital nationalised, Its private

‘shareholders - ,* not being a majority have ' the incomparable

Z-adVantage never losing any money; the State agrees to cover any
- drop.in- the revenue fron their sharés,” Dnly one cloud on this
,tthoughtful -paragraph. . ;
T capitai of ths SNCF which no: longer has private shareholders

‘since 1/1/83, tha State owns all the

: ”‘It is impdssible to- go ahead 1ike this i we will fill more pages
"o that the paniphlet itself Anyvay -,
< incredible comparison between the English and French middle class
. .from which I draw the tonclusion that the author needs to learn a

I w111 nention (p 21 ) an

bit mare on freench social history On this point about sources,!

- willieriticize as vell the choice of leaflets which could give an
3 finaccurate vigw of their reil meaning and implications ,1 will

“-say more at the end of this review when dealing with the general
B discussxon of these movements ,

The iext 'False Start 'has a very definite position on french

- students and on the T people who were the most active in these
© events cof November -December 1986,1 will not discuss what is

considered as the politisation of the students in I968 but only
obsarve that these ideas express a very peculiar view of this
period, Beyond any kind of- disagreement with this point of view,

- it-is developed in the pamphlet.to meet a comparison with the
“ students n 1986, “In 1986..students .v.aré the most concentrated

. - reformist force in society i (they) are the social basis of the

: ,finew french ideology’ S0, "to explain why the events turned another
';way ther pamphlet § authors have to call for the help of

3




24

© "youths. "“,”people . "non-students“'" o
’constantly opposed by the- "hosti}
“students "in their. attempt ‘to ‘use "a. |

pretext to demonstrate their dxssatxsfactxon

-.,1th thxs p”

view ,they bring to the forefront the” most secondary “avents angl

doing s , the text misses completely the_essentral characters
the student movement of 1986, &

It misses them partly through 1ts"c§norance‘o':

the ‘students ' in this 'student movement ' tﬁéﬁlfpéopié v,fi“ ki

striking , demonstrating , fighting in“the. streets Rough
divide the ’students ' in France in four categorles'é -

1= The students over 18 followlng special - schools for. top,“
managers, top civil servanis,military and politicians;. they wxllﬁ
become as the text says"our enenies " and were not concernedrf
naither by the reform ,nor by the movement, It was dlfferent xn

May €8 but we tan't tell more about it here,
- 2- Students in the universities between 18 and 25

3~ 'Lycéens ' in general secondary schools between 16 and 191,";:

supposed to go to the university

4~ 'Lycéens 'in technical secondary schools who will never go to;;_.» -
the university but directly to the factory or offxce or- to the;: o

dole gueue (most of them under 17),

All the 'students’ classified under (2) (3) (4) were actzve in

the movement but in very differtent ways Nost concerned by the
reforn were the "lycéens” under (2) . they gave the movement its"
dynamism , its size in numbers and in geographical scale ,The .
‘students’ under(d4) because they were already closer to ‘the |

workers'action , were more radical and contributed to reinforce

tha more general aspects of the action ,The text does not mention
at all the fact that the student actxon was widespread all over -

France and not limited to Paris as we could believe it to have
been from tis partial report : this fact , a big difference with
1968 was certainly an important elemen,t in the government climb
down ,

Even if it was a very limited example raising some doubts about
the real number of 'lycéens 'having written this text , the
leaflets of the "LEPF électronique "(technical secondary school )
expressed something common to this category of “students “and
somewhat different from the other categories,But , if we insist
o these differences fand even more if we develop the prejudice
that the "students " were "the most comcentrated reformist force

in society ") , we don't understand why this "student " movement .
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FREEE 130 ¢ I vanguardist people willy nilly brought themselves to a
o poing ‘where they were ‘equal to anybody else involved in these
, 'struggles There vas already a strong tendency in 1968 towards
" -this. par:ng of a1l “kind of leadership; this ‘tendency is even

stronger 1n 1986 and all what happens with these leaflets is part

L T A | B P
- ;'There is o’ revo1utionary model Uhat has happened in France as
- well as ‘what has. happened 4n England is part of a world
© situation, Uorkers or studants react according to the practical
o :‘»sxtuat1on they fxnd fn their tountry and the form of the
7 repression they have to cope wath Ot s xnterestxng to follow

the text 'in its’ attempt to drav a comparison betwsen the action

-of the French and . English proletariat, Nevertheless , we can't

oppose them ~ ,When it & written that “the UK has become
1ncreas1ngly a basket-case society ", where is the difference
with other workers ?with French workers ? The English proletariat
blocked in the ‘union straight jacket (even more since the last
labour lawg)’ "has no- other possibilities than wildcat strikes ,

-v1olence 1llegalxty With somewhat different forms we could

write the same for the French proletariat ,The problem in not to

. ‘look. for the "perceptxon " of each other proletariatifor what
" purpose r)but to:try to understand how each proletariat answers
4o the same: pressure of world capxtalxsm and to sort , among

- differences in the forms of peculiar struggles as well as in the
L daily permanent struggle, the common denominator axpressing the

general tendencles of the class struggle around the world,

H,§8 -10/87
Us'n <im0
Rebuild America (in english - copy at
Echanges )

This article wrxtten by E.D, Liberman dans le NY Times (8/1/£9)is
interesting in two respects ion one hand in the analysis of the
present structures of Ameritan productive system, on the other
hand in the proposal made-{o meet the interest of tapital to keep
highly paid-skilled employees and to change its attitude to
unions which could become precious auxiliaries for managers ,"In-
the industry the direct labour amount only to 10% of the total
cost in average but-it is only: this labour that is the object of
3/4 of the management efforts ,Which means that 90% of the real
costs including technology, cap1tal ., stocks turn over and waste
are practically not changed ,"The conclusions gives some unusual
advices to the. managers on what should be their factory politics,




“their' relevant question :about - the _role of - wrltten \theory-

" for instance ), The content of these last leaflets was very
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a leaflet, The authors ‘are not very :lear'about the answer-tn.

¥, "there's never been a. sure: answer 10- th1s i) -ebo 4
”h1stor1ca1 influence.”,"can they serve as. models for; the utur
" 1+ {0 say at the end that "{he question- requires ‘sonet; ng.more
complex that can be daveloped here in- this text
Actually, the authors have the answer in: thexr owna.e
hand they told us about "the directly functional purpose 0
leaflets " produced by the fremch: railways wotkers ;but alrea =
they don't check who are the pretended. "raxlways workers "of- most¢
of these leaflets; they don’t -try to sort between the,_ i
strikers'leaflets issued for the real immediate practical :needs <
of their struggle and the far more ‘numerous leaflets- issued DY e
all kinds of vanguardist groups or individuals,On the other hand, " . .
they have a good analysis of this “particulapr milieu ® from whith-

most of the leaflets came Not being very certain of what could: be l,;'}'.
“though not openly SR R

the role of a leaflet ( and apparently - L]
sticking to a kind of vanguardist p051tion ), they' had . some 4

difficulties to move in the avalanche of Jeaflets toming: more
from the student movement than from the railways strike’ “The

recognize the fact honestly though .stopping “half - way : of -

complete explanatinan of this phenomenon ,What- they crxtlcally sayﬂ ]

about an "overestimation of the s:tuatzon "ig still contained In;fgﬁl
their own text when they write thet in 86 "there were relat;ve1y=;

far more situ-influenced tracts and far less leftist tractg”  They _“'-:'

don't  see  they  have got  mainly  the perxpherali""
leaflets(distributed worldly by the individuals or small groups -
having proudly issues them ) and have not at all got a “huge
amount of either leftist leaflets or local ones ( from a school

traditional , even very poor and except for ‘the leftist groups
nobody cares to send them abroad, '
There is some truth in the conclusions of this last te/t uhen it
points to the kind of "competitiveness " between people from this
‘particular miliew " aimed mainly at ‘"keeping a name in -
circulation ", But are they not going too far in a kind of self
flagellation 7Beyond all these relevant but partial and peculiar

1

explanations , we have to consider that this explosion of
lealfets | in spite of the intents of their promoters or of their
content |, tried to achieve a communication and to bring a"

discussion both as wide as possible,It vas surprising to see’
that most of these leaflets were anonymous ones ,signed with
nicknanes and did not give an address for contacts, Most of these -

s
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i‘};unified such apparently separated tategorxes in the nost 1mmense
- novement of youth ever séen in'France ,
T The - government project’ aimed

at reinfoncing the dohination of
on_ all. people- working - inside the

- capital “on the uniVefsfty 1

" scholar system'as :"sbudent’ ¥ This donination has ‘already taken
Jo o ingidious forms in:the ﬁast bringxng about a proletarianisation
< -“of the students,The  student: novement at the same time both showed
7 this proletarxanisation. ‘and: was possible because it formerly

- existad,Their. fight Sih even -with the peculiarities referring to

X each category of students tould be joined by the technical school

students- and g0 expand’ widely It was evident , throughout the

. siruggle , that ‘the. Alycderns . v “ware more radical and far less

,'dxsciplxned’ ihan the universlty students, It will take too long

| 1o explain. nere the dtalettxtal process between the bureaucratic

‘~3control of the movement and its evident autonomous tendency From
~ this” process gprang “out  the polxtxcal radicalisation - of a
. minority bath in ‘the streets and 1n the spontaneous organisation

o of the struggle -
- This 'struggle could be supported ‘and Joxned as well by the
. - ‘workers because i} had a proletarxan character, The workers'unions
. leaders were 0. cconstiois of {this situation that they persuaded

" .the government about’ the ‘posgibilities of a generalisation of the

. movement b vas the ‘ghost: of 1968(thpough coming in a very

.- different way ) that ‘brought this clinb down , not the "not so
mini fiots " praised by the pamphlet: this apparent capitulation
in front of the street demonstrations stopped the movement and

jv. the spreading of ‘the strike We tould agree with the authors when
. they .say that'it: 1s not what ‘people think "about the French

- student movement that' counts and that "agaxnst their intentions ,
the students' encouraged 4 Third Force " But it is difficult to
- follow them on whai they call * the practxcal effect of Chirac's
‘clinb down on the world (eg Mexico |, Spain ,etc,, )", It is
already difficult to sae this effect on the railways strike in
France ,As we said , the movément was only partially controlled
by the students, !t had-not all the virtues it was given by the
media reporis ; but these pretended virtues made an gxample and a
successful model of what it had not actually been,
Even if we tould somewhat follow this copycat explanation of the
other movements in France or in the world , nothing would really
- be explained, All these movenents of students or workers tould be
- linked because they had the same background; the resistance to
- the domination of - capxtal(the university politics in different
‘countries ig for: cap:tal part of the general process of formation
of the labour force ) The dtrect democracy of the student

R



. }zle answer to thxs ddmlnat1on and to- the lad
'organ1sat1on able to defend the:r most 1mne at

Tailways uorker sa1d "1f the unlons took contro
I would resume work 1mmed1ately" (what actually“ appen
expressed the same thing Both movements’ don{.c”:“ll
other their: forn was the. result of the sane glob

on the ralluays strxke'"Through

movement has created in this country an xncomparable precedent”i
(underlined in the text ), It is true that for: the' firgh ting 1nf
France , a national strike .began , spread and organlsed 1tself;
coipletely outside the unions,Could we speak of’ exemplarity o off
incomparable precedent ? Wildcat strike were. not:an exceptxon (s .
Frante; what is really new is the self: organxsat1on of: the-.i,,.ﬁ
movement as the text explains it,If it happens elsevhers. it. wiLL o
more be the result of the same situation (workers having to: build e ]
their own organsiation for lack of something: else helpxng ‘theh to s
defend their interest ) rather than the copying of -an exemplaryf"i“,u
precedent,We have to say more : this rank and file autonomous” .
organsiation failed because of the impossibility to build a -~

unique coordinating national commitiee and to escape completely -

the union domination,We could discuss how these  two: problens

were closely linked and how the unions can have managed Awith the

help of the direct police repression and of ‘the government: # o
manipulations )to break the strike,A government" deputy said . .
expressly after the railways strike :"We were lucky when the C6T
(CP dominated union ) succeed to take the control “of  the
movement ,From the moment this union was pushing this strike into -

a political one , we were rescued the raxlways workers stopped"'

their strike because of that ,
Government and unions are thinking of thls

taken ) measures to prevent them to follow the same way,0f
course,they don't have the control of what could happen,They

can't remove the economical pressure on the workers which was the ..~
basic reason of the workers action ;on the other hand , they"
can't prevent the unions to play the same role because it is
thair function in this society :this same situation will. bring"‘
the same kind of resistance , with certaxnly dxfferent formS'

.:..‘3

exemplary, _
precedent"for the future strikes too,They will fake (they have .
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& -because the. workers wxll have to consider new forms of
Ui rvepression, .

o "Trains of thought.t..and ideologxcal platforns " , six pages of
/. comparison ‘betwedn Franch and English workers and an attempt to
. -analyse the Jdeology behind all these leaflets spread during both
~ movements, are. tertainly ‘the best part of the pamphlet,Though

‘if _fmissing xmpdrtant aspects of - the struggle in France , this
“rarticle goes well into the cdmplexxty of the workers movemeni in

;f3both countrxes and contains - ‘gome _other view of the student
- ‘movement and: of the 'milieu ' from where all the najority of the
" leaflets came ,,Thdugh ‘this- text ‘opposes what comes from this
 tparticular milieu
“raflvays - workers telling acurately. the last ones'had a directly

40 the léaflets produced by the French

U functional purpose ", it fails’ the most important of these
‘:_;Tleaflets(and even o mention it 3! the leaflet issued at the very
... beginning. of the’ raxlways strike by the Paris=Nord drivers
: 'preproduced and dietrxbuted spnntanEOusly by all railways workers
o all over France which was actually the very beginning of the
o strike -,0f ‘course it hasi.a' very materialistic content , not
i ,calling 1yr1caliy for- reVolutionary stances, but why is it not
- worth to be mentioned? ‘
- According to the text, “the leaflets produced in France “,,,are

better than any such leaflets produced by striking workers 1n the

~ UK who , nowadays , hardly ever think it worthwhile putting pen

to paper....This was not the case in the period from the early
60's to 1974 when. they were quite a number,,,After that , despite

 the intense strikés - , there's been a virtual sxlence from

‘struggling uorkers in the UK on this written level,,.” The

explanation ‘would be in the evolution of the rank and f11e
movement, ,its atomisation: but the text jump suddenly to another
point:"What the fuck do" lealfets natter when in terms of sheer
vandalism the UK. has ‘the most violent proletariat in

- Europe?” , “The . .very destructive real movement in the UK certainly

...influences each rebellicus sector,,,,”", %0 |, no need for
leaflets? Another quegi;on comes immediately:”Can written theory
play a part - in changing ?* we suppose gaps  in
consciousness,unconnected battles , ete |, It is evident that the
authors thlnk that - "written theory does have a concrete
historical influence " it - is interesting to observe that the

~examples given refer only to the student movements and not to the
‘worket movements,It will need. along explanation (an historical

and structural one ) to bring some understanding of the existence
of so many leaflets in ‘unions , parties , groups or and

‘1nd1v1duals actxvities 1n Frante The main question anyway would

SNy



