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.. ·. , . for inforràaHon ·about Ethanges ,subscrip- _."-, ·-':#ha· . n· . de· ,· : : tions and; a}so pamphlets ( 4 f. a year ) 1 

. ·.a~ - . a . . . ·writé to t·he following addr eas which is 
• ' • •• < •• - ••• ,.. • • • • • • l /'6 .. ·;f": ·,··.,:.<the ~~!y.one dèaling with centralizing 
.·. . ·· · : · ·.\correspondance 

.- : .· EéHA~GÉs · et Mo~vE11EN1 I' arfeoic 91 LONOON ,WCl N3 XX,United Kingdom 

· •. ml'lù'Am~mmrilm~mmmnünmnimmmrnmm~mnimmmmmmmmmmmmmnim~mmmmmrnmmmmmmmmmmrnmmrnmrnmmmmmm 

· [ WRONG NU~BÈR ( .. ·:·· . . : : .. · . . . 
: ... ·.··.The previous Echange.s issue( Mars-June 89 ) was nurobered 60, 

This· error-'leavês·â ~ap .between ·the issue n°58 and this 
n'6ô;This _gap ·will be f illed wi th a trans lat ion intc En,~lish 
ofatèxt alreàdy -published. in French on the Ford strike . 

. ( J~bruary 1988.1.· 

Capitil i Unions and th~ Statt 
(see previous Echanges issues) 

We have already writteri about the situation in the Detroit press when 
a federal judge refused the 'technical merging ' of two dai l y local 
papers arguing that these papèrs had del iberately managed l oasas in 
order to be allowed to--merge only to get n1ore prof i is fMm a 
monopol ist i c pès i tion . ,ln August 88 ,. j ust bef ore leav i ng bis pos t , 
the atto~ney geri~ral Mé~se allowed ·the merger , , , ,Cheers in the 
headqùa~ters ; no to l~se on~·minute, 500 are made redundant , phone 
links are settled,price rises and already the f inanc i a) press looks 
for more profits· seon • B~t,,, another judge suspend the dec i sion 
declaring that there · h a. $trong. suspicion that Meese decision 

.. was;arbHrary, impulsive ànd, ,,·unlawful 1 ·,New delay,,, 



;::···<, .· ... 2 ,.,.__... . · . 

. '/ }\-;·ol :;he/ ~-f~ :of ;::fe~:·üar/s9:-·a 'rt~~ -i~;. w'i n -~e :1~i~:e·mettbi:_/i~' i1Ü t~{:.Jf. · :::::~~·;r~~~-~~-~·'-·~~,"'--~.:'--~· .. ··: ·~-~L-~~~·-:·--··~···• -~-~---, ·-- ····· . ··· · · --~ . 
. ·,' .... <Reagan'~ opposition· 1ell)ployërimust glve-:60,days~•nqtJëè ~ef·orè Ùoiing>J·,• ... ·. :,·· <.:·.··. : ;. ·. ·.· ·.. . . .: _PUBLICATIQNS EN FRANCAIS 

. · th_~:i,r Htm'. To ._keep.'_~ithin:: the Jaw i}he.: two: p,pe.rs: imm~~Jatély-:,-9iV~(;1L_;.: .-·· / : · . . . . . · PUBUCAHONS IN FRENCH 
.thls nohce· to th,u r:. 4,400. ,mployees; 1t ~1s .sheer- bh~çk111.ill ~500·: would- ... · ·.. . ·: 
be made. r~dundant through. the nier.ger but' 1:. Î r tbe ;merg~r, Js )r~f'us,d ' :>: · ·. ' .· ·. '. ,' .' ·. ' · . . ' ·.. . . · . . :, · 
the 'Detroit Free Pres~ 'wHl disappear· ,:,.and·4,_400 sacked;So on the· ..... · ··· · _:tSOCIA4ISNE_O~BARBARI~ '."·anciens numéros <10 F chaque): 8 ,4 ,5/6, 23 

'27 of janc.iary ,an appeal allowed the riïergeti~.Still the:possibility··of · ,... :~I~F.ORMATIONS·CORRESPONDANCE OUVRIERESCICO)-anciens numéros( 5 F chaque) 
_another appeal to the Supreme:Court,_ ... •_ '· · ·'.··. i- .... , . · .. ·.;. -·8t.,8$,86,87,88,89,90,93,97/98supplément,99,100,101/102,103/104,105,106/107, 

.. The Teamsters now .In AugUst 88 ,the.·reamster.s E:xec.Ütive''Coîniilitt~epfat:: .·.·. ,'·· ·.'.· •.. 108/109,1121113,1151116,117,118,119,121;122 
.. W,J,l'lc. Carthy as liead of the:union / Jacl<y __ Presser beJng_ d~ad aJt~rJ:~ '_, ... ::°'· ·: i' :.· --. *LANTERNE NOIRE :anciens nu~éros 9,IO, Il 
long illness ,l'lc Carthy not only has to consoHdate his-pqwer withJiïs .. · '.. _., . · :JRAISONS,-.DE LA COLERE : ancien numéro 1 
lieutenants (some of th_em had been rettioved ) bc.i~·to cop'e wtth.;4new::c--·~···~<--r···---- ······- ::· :··-"·"~·- , ~ , ·-'·· ,. 
problems , . . . . .. · . . . . ·· _.·· .. · · : <. · · lt,· . ECHANGES :bulletin -spécimen sur demande - abonnement 40 F par an dcnnant 
Rank.and file cppostt icn is growing,,,A majorityhas·vo~èd ,galnst. two J. · droit à;4 bulletins et aux brochures ou livres publiés dans l'année - Des 
agreements concerni~g 250,000 members · be~ause they . were · t.oo). <. exemplaires des anciens numéros peuvent être obtenus au pr ix des 
advantageous to employers,Legally ·, the· agreements were ·adopted·: · .. ·. · photoi:opiès èt frais postaux 
because the union status asks ·. for · a 2/3 majôrHy to. réj:ect an i •. ---. ·_, · · · 
agreement I but the vote revèals a dÎsi ll_us"ic>n 'which . allow:s the: !· . · ... 
'Teamstei:s> for a d~mocra~ic union ' to deve.lc,p a .éampaign ·for :a1!_ · ·· 
democrahc and combahve union , . · .· ·· . · . : .· . · ,. ,: 
More , as usual . , the . Teamsters h~ve. some . problems with : th~·,j!:". 
court,Oelayed by the Presser. illness, the Cleveland "trhl is gbingJ. 
~head wi tho~t him , Tea~sters bureaucracy an~ 'FBI agent.s. àr~ foyol~èd ji 
in a squal id plot of 1nformers and corruphon·,Anywa:y 1t rs . nothing J · 

·compared with a trial planned for the 27 of february-whèri·the' Justite t 
department will ask tor the removàl of the Teamste,rs top 'lefders, ~he 11_": 

controle of the union . by the government and the - exclusion of 26 1! 
supposed gangsters of all union activity • In spi te. of some success i! 
against the.Mafia, the governement thinks these ~!asur.es,are ~ee~e.d to ;J. 
breal< the links between the Teamsters and .. 'organised .crime ',About. IO · · 
unions leaders have al ready accepted the governmènt :conditions . and 1 · .. · ~ ·. 
·won' t have to corne to the court , The teamsters seès this situat:ion a 
very ser icus one but the government. has a difficült t"ask ,Unions - 
though paper tigers- will protest and public' opinfon -as _fàr as 1 

having some influence - is bored : Teamsters'depravity is 'nothing J 
compared with the manipulations of the Texas gentlemen specul~tors , , 
More important is the doubt about the efficacy of 'governm,nt 
control ,An example is given by the Teamster local 560 in New Jer~èy, . · 
For more than 30 years , thi s local was ruled by Tony Provenzano , hi s · 1 
family .and his associates , Tony Provenzano (who died in a .f.ederal. 1 
prison in january ) was f ormerly Teamsters vice president and sc.ipp9sed j · .· · · 
.tc be a 'capo ' in the Genovese Mafia family ,According to some l 
persistant rumours he was responsible for the disappearànce of .Hnim( · ~ . . 
Hoff a , Teamsters President in 1975 , The local 560 history 1,d .by : · • ·•. · , 

·. . ,". ; 

• • r • _;;,_ ·~----···-- •·- ,.. - 

.UAISQ~S :numéros déjà parus : 10 F n• 1 , 2 , 3 

La grève géné_ralisée èn France , mai 1968 C ICO ) C ID F ) 
.'~Hongrie 1956.CAnderson )'.-Echanges - CIO F l 
Un. cçnflit décisif : lés syndicats combattent la rév,:>lte contre le travail­ 

.. (Zérza11 > -Echangés - c S F. ·) · 
Wildiat·;. Dodge Truck·, 1974, Black and Red - Echanges -( 5 F J 

· *Le 25 Juin 1976 en Pologne -H, Si111on - Echanges - ( IO F ) 
·. Pologne 80-92:lutte de classé et crise du capital - H,Simon - Spartacus - 
20 F ) . . 
L'ins1Jl'i'ection ouvrière en Allemagne de l'Est - juin I95:3 - C, Brendel - 
Echangés .;(10 F) . . . 
A l'Oc.iest rien de nouv@au, USA 1978 - Echanges - ( 10 F) 
tl1Jtte de classe. autonome èn Grande Bretagne- C,Bre-ndel-Echanges - (20 F) 
To the bitter end- Grève des mineurs en Grande Bretagne - mars 84- mars 8S 
·- H, Simon_-, Acratie -( 30 F ~ 
.*Thèses sur la révolution~hinoise - C,Brendel -Echanges ( IO F ) 
. Grève à General Mot.ors <"collectif de Strasbourg - ( 5 F ) 
Espagne , de l'antifranquisme l l'après-franquisme -C,Brendel et H,Simon 

. Ech~nges (20 F) 
·cwmbach :mineurs ~t femmes de mineurs parlent C 5 F) 
~Chronique de la révolution espagnole - H,Chazé - Spartacus ( 20 F ) 

· :f Lénine philosophe - Pannekeok - Spartacus - ( 20 F l 
·, Réponse à Lénine - Gorter- Spartacus - ( 20 F J 
·*- Remarques générales sur la question de l'organisation - Pannekoek - Vlar11 
Canàda -c 5 F · > · 

-· ... -: • • .. •• ····r ~- 
1 
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to rond Collegam~nti articles. I don't lalow if you hRve seen 
.Wildcat-Info. This is a kind or bulletirt issued in the months when 
an 1ordinacy' ~ilclcat issue does not appear. ,It's ·not soid but only 
ov:iilnhle in AubsC".ription, l'n<l contidns other material ·than in _ 
".'Drl~R.t itnf'lf •. l\nyon~ r"lncfinc Wilrlcat shoulrl also be interentecl in 
Tn I'o , · R K.'··. -- .. ....... _ 

i 
1 
./ 
•J 
' ci 

Alternatifn,"Les Ca~iers du Doute", Liaisons" et" Echanges" , 
as well as developments of class struggle in this direction 
when they are not by ihance-going on wildcat strikes every ten or 
twenty years , All these papers were si lent on this iapor t ant 
aspect of cl~sse strugg!e. 

T .S. 1988 

-------------· 
PUBLICATIONS EN ANGLAIS 

. PUBLICATIONS IN ENGLISH 

ECHANGES :bulletin- current issue available free- subscription : 4 pounds 
for one year including pamphlets and aventually books published during the 
year , Former issues available at the cost of photocopies and postage, 

IJorkers' Councils - Pannekoek -Echanges - :t part one and tll")( 1,00 ), 
part three ( 50 p ), part four ( 50 p) 
The Hungarian Revolution - Council Communist pamphlet ( 60 p)ihe experience 
of the factory committees in the Russian Revoluti,)n - Council Con·,munist 
pamphlet ( 60 p, ) 
*Cwmbach miners and women speak out - ( 50 p, ) 
Poland 1980-1982 ,class struggle and the crisis of capital- H,Simon - Black 
and Red - (2,00) 
tîheses on the Chinese Revolution - C, Brendel - Solidarity ( I.00 l 
!The New Movement - H, Simon - Solidarity - C I,00) 
t The refusal of work - Echanges - ( l,00) 
~A.Pannekoek- His lite and work - Marxism - General remarks on the question 
.of organisation - Work Press Pamphlet ( SO p, ) . 
1France -winter 86_87 , an attempt at autonomous organisation - the 
railways strike - Echanges - ( 50 p, ) 
The COBAi -A new rank and file movement - Italy 1986-1987 - David Browrr 
C 60 p > 

Provenzano and his lieutenants is a long list of murders (dissenters 
strangled wihl piano strings or burnt in incinerators) and of 
·limitless corruption ,After a judgment in 1984 the local was placed 
under govermient ccntr»l in 1986 and in december 1988 'real ' 
elec~i0ns were organised -by correspondence -,The last Provenzano men 
heading the local then were ineligible but th~y pushed ahead instead 
of me~bers of their families,Their list won against a list of 
'reformers ' by a large majority ,Provenzano photo and a good leader 
of the worker nwvement will reappear in union offices,Anyway , the 
local 560 administrator is optimistic , hoping that the Teamsters will 
use better methQds even if they have chosen to keep the same men as 
the i :• leaders . 
The teamsters 11ew leader , Mc Carthy dec lared in favour of reforms 

but with M r,"ire precisions , The new management is elected for 5 
yea •'<; ·)n tr.e ::i~ :,posa: s of f.h."? tF2cuti ve comm i ltee , by a Congress 
where the local bureaucrats are the majority , A suggested reform from 
Mc Carthy invlovi~g such a congress every three years sounds like a 
joke appreciated on!y by bureaucrats looking for paid trips , 
~eint.?g,•ating the foamsters in the AFL-CIO stopped their 'raids ' 
against the tvpos and mailers locals,An agreement' with the 
Com~uni~ation; Workers of America(which absorbed the International 
Typ,)graphical llnion ) has decided upon the status of the 1 locals ' 
sharply disputed between the t~o unions.The weight of CWA has limited 
the effects of a st r ike launched in 1985 by typos , mailers.· and 
pressmen ag .a i nst th~ Chicag,:, Tribune.The paper ~as not stopped at 
~11 ,50 typos having been ordered by the union to resume work received 
important 1113.ge rises and all ,,ther lock-outed workers lump 
paymerts,t'lailers and pressmen are still without a job : it was a 
defeat but nota disaster . · 
The C,,lumbia i·eview of Journal isn ( januar-y-february ) published a 
very interesting article on the Newspaper Guild , a small union of 
journalis·'.s and paper clerks ,IJnli~e other print unions , the Guild 
face an snt i union and gree,jy boss oppos it ion which make a strike a 
kind of SYitide .W~en it was not completely eliminated1it had to agree 
te a lot of :,,n,:e;sions , The Guild has 33,01)0 members and rs a small 
and very vulnerable o•ganisation in a developing industry,A reporter 
beginner ~ilh low pay is not always ready to assimilate his condition 
and i nt er es t s with those of a small clerk , Managers know this 
situation very well and use it cleverly in their interests, The only 
e~istence and survival of the Guild C affiliated to AFL-CIO ) are in 
themse!ves a kind ,:if an exploit :when the union membership declined by 
I6S sirce 1990 , the Guild increased it by 41 ; perhaps a reason for 
optimism' P,L, spring 89 
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HOLLAND) 

Oaad en Gedachte (Action and Thought)(monthly paper of a àutch 
councillist group wi th the same name - Schouw 48-11 - ·9232 BD 
Lelystad - Holland) ( in dutch) 

April 89 -Criticism of a persistent misconception of people still­ 
thinking that Russia , China , Cuba .and Eastern Europe are 
'socialist ' and ti1hem criticising these coun-tries situation think 
the't are criticising 'socialism '-The union movement is not on 
the way to recovery as a '1ot of peop le still think:its 'crisis' 
and"a pretended new life are only the logical development of its 
-very character .-Review of a book on unemployed life betwen the 
two ti1orld \!Jars-Ans\!Jer to a spanish comrade on the 14/12/88 
strike(see this text in the section 'Spain ') -Iln the dutch 
nurses struggle, 

raay 89:Comments on the commemoration of Gi>rter by all kind of 
hypocritical people-On the Limburg belgian miners'strike and 
their fight ti1i th the pcl ice CRijkswacht )- On the r e l at ionship 
between \!Jorkers and intellectuals-Answer from the spanish comrade 
Csee the section Spain)- The new elections in Holland:christian­ 
democrats or socio-democrats ,it is the same thing -Translation 
of a small english pamphlet written by a member of the 'Iron 
Colüran' 

july~august S9 -Translation of Michael Seidman 's pamphlet on the 
refusai of work during the Popular Front in Spain and in France 
<see Echanges n°56) 

september 89 -The dutch nurses strike (the end ) -Comment on the 
Chinese events -Russian miners strike - Comment on the Gorbachev 
speech in Paris ( Sorbonne )- Wildcat strike in two dutch 
newspapers -On the death of Janos Kadar in Hungary - Analysis of 
the situation in Poland , 

october 89 - English dockers strike - Analysis of the situation 
in China - Poland :it is the time to remove the mask -Report of a 
discussion with a spanish comrade , 

The nurses struggle 

For months , even years , nurses and other hospi tals v1,:1rkars 
wagll!.S did not stop decreasing ,Unions did not move te change 

VEST GERMAHY 49 
IJildca t 
Vildcat -Info ,c/o J.Kuri , Postfach 35.31 ,3~00 Braunschweig 
Thekla 
CAll publications in German) 
-I h~-~e r·eceivcd·.a "iot of ·matcrial from them. I now hnve ~'l. itrrnlf 
from no 36, some ·issues of their theoretical journal TReKla, and 
~ome issues o! Wildcat-In!o. Alltogether this is many. undred paees 
to read,•may~e over a th~usand, and,it will ~ake some time. So far 
the time being I am vory uncertain about this group. . 

Firstly, I am in doubt about the organisational aspect. It appear 
tome that it has,grawn to a more.national thing, with a number of 
groups more or lêss participating in, and o~ least writing in, the 
journal, but I'm not sure what 'unites' them. And that leads to my 
second uncertainty what this group stands for politically. Frona the 
various articles, !t appears that they write about almost everything: 
class struggle, political refugees, occupation of bouses, organisa­ 
tion of ~employed, .struggles·-in· connection with the social security 
system, \lualear·power.eto. · Furthermore, ib appears tome that they'r 
engaged01.n conciously sending 'members' to work in certain factories/ 
industries. with' the aim,. both' or provoking con.flic ta and gainint?; infor 
mation. Concerning thie, there is a strong 'Italian connection'. 
~hey ~ave a concept.called 'Militante Arbeiteruntersuchung' (Militant 
.workers investigation) w~ich obvious1y·comes !rom Italien groups in 
the 60s and ?Oa •• i numbe:t" of issues of TheKla have Italien material. 

. One issue about 'workers·investigetion ~t FIAT' is translations of 
material·!rom Quaderni Rossm; Claase Operaia etc. !rom the !irst 
half o! the 60s. Another issue is a very long M.Tronti text. They 
have ev.en·publiahed tèxts about '!actory fuerilla in Milano 19B0/81' 
dealing with the experience o! a certain column' there of the Red 
Brigades~ Another issue of TheKla (I don't have all of.these - every 1 

issue is · as thick ·as·· a book) is · about discussions· about this !ac tory 
guerilla · and riota in· the UK. · • · · ·. 
The -material about :., fac tories' /!industries' are çften a very detailed 
desc~iption o! the'production procees, the various groupa o.f skilled/1 

:unskillep. workers etc;, and àa such they·both useful and interesting. 
But the main question - which I can•t·answer now - is what lays behinc 
everything they do. :1·-am ·not sure what their 'political positions' 

· are. You know·m~ well-enough to understand that I'm not looking for 
a set .of.-political I,,ositions from they which they try to intervene 
with, likê·the.ICC !or example. But irrespictive of whether one sees 

1 it as important to propagate.such positions, we still have them. If 
we for .aca.Jllpl.E! take J)aad en Gedachte, the journal is norl'üll of the se 
kind of procl.matio~s about the unions, nationalism, parli~mentarism 

·. etc. But ·the group, and .. I, and I suppose ybu,. still have. aview about 
this, about the Russian revolµ.tion etc, etc. Concerning Wildcat, 1 
have no idea about what they_mean about thinBs like t~is, o.nd really 
not about something more immediately relevant either: a general view 

, o.f the ·.N.ade .unio;iit:1~ovement; -the development or class cônsciousnü!.a.­ 
-~ I thc-rÔle :Jôr lack o.f role) o.f revolutionariea' etc. ' . . ..... ·. 

One thing of interest to know is -that Wildcat ·.offices, and homes of 
'rnP.mbors', have bnen subjected t~ razzias !rolll' the ·police. · 
-Rut ·at l~ast Wilclcflt is ·very usèful for me to read. It 6Ôntain~.a 
Jor. of trannlàtions from lan~uaees I don't read lik~ French and . 
It~lian - for example it's the only poss~bility for me to be.able. 



Wt!t~~fü NUR:.:. BELGIUM.1 . •.• . •... . 
' ' There are things going on amonq nt1i;:ses and in the. heal tl:i 
sector in a number of countries: France/ ·uK and.Holland-are·the 
countries we know most about. My impre88ion is that thete was 
a difference between on the one hand what took place in France 
last Autumn and on the other hand. what. took plàce ).,~ the ·.u~ _bot:h . 
in the Spring of 88 and the regrading. dispute ·in. the -'Aütumn ·:- · :: · : · .. ·. . 
namely that whereas the demonat.r at.Lona. and ineetings .Ln France .. · :, ,,. 
were very 'spectacular' ,. had a great atten~ance· arid· support: alllong 
the workforce and received a lot of attention,; tlle· .dâily_· ruririing . _ 
of the ho spi tal s during this period · was 1110:re _oi:· l~ss;,·,fo1J1ter,r_upte~ ,:-· ':,. 
but in the UK th_e functioning'. of the.hospt.tals· .. wa~Anoré\inter.":-.· : .. ·' ~ ' .. :. 
rupted and that there was a more widespread :daily , r_esistancE!: and 
discontent even if it didn't. take t}l,e more '."spect,aèuiart.-.forrn .. >. ·11 
and public attention of the French coordination· movement· •.. ·: · · · . 

Apârt from the three above menHoned c:oÙntri4!.S things are · . . . -., 
happening, but not on the same scale, in Germany - Wildcat haa . . 
had some material about it. There are. possibilities .of. things happ;.. 
ening in Italy, where there are protest. agairist cuts in the~· public 
sector. In Naples I think there has been a lot of protèst by the 
patients themselves, and during these protesta in April 4bOP' . 
doctors and hospital employees declared their solldarity with the' 
patients by not treating them. . · . ·' · ' · -~ 
In Belgium there has been actions in the health 'sec1:or for so:me 
time. Firstly, in the institutions for the disabled ~both men~ 
tally and physically), where there has been open discontent for 
around 6 months and where 94 percent of the employees of 250 
institutions participate. It's actually nota strtke because it 
is a sector where it's kind.of difficult just to leave the pas- 
ients on their own, but there has been a lot of various actions, 
including large demonstrations. The demands are about a wage 
increase and hiring of more people. In the hospitals it has been 
a kind of rolling strike with various institutions ~triking at 
various times. At the end of April 20 hospitals were on strike. 
3 days later - 1 of May - there was so. I ~on't say anything more 
about this right now, and my souJ;"ces about this are limited to a 
large article in a Norwegian leftwing paper. · 
In Belgium some months ago there was also strikes among the Lim- 
burg miners, and more recently a large démonstration. Both involved ~ 
violent clashes with the police. I just mention this in caseèyou 
haven't noticed it because I'm sure it·s something which interest 
you. Cajo has written an article aboutit. 

I'm not sure if anything can be said or written linking 
this happening in.the health sector. There are obvious differerices: 
-in the forms and levels and actions and discontent -in thé level 
of unionisation and the extent to which the workers are orga­ 
nised in various unions -the organisation of the health sector 
as far as private/public owner ship/control is concerned. But 
also m&ny things in common like the distrust,in the case of. · 
France and Holland, of the unions, cuts in public spending etc. 

-:.· 

. ·- ...... 'l 
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this situation and we can easily understand why only 7% of th2 
160,000 n.ürses we.re members of àn union , ln such a situation, some 
rank and file" elafms-êalculatèdthat the wàge gap with similar ' 

· activities ,ias Jl'tore than 121 ;thèse claiias proposed to fill the 
·· gap in t~ree, "yèars. ·: si in· 89 · and Sî in each of the next years 
,Ot.it of question ,said thè governement;indefensible answere,j the 
unions , · . . · - 
so~e nurse$ '·thô~ght ;to act .by thèmselves: thé y advert i sed in the 

. newspapers aboû't .· thelr daim ask i ng the nurses i nteres ted to 
èome· :to a nieeting·dn:·Utrecht, on tne .saturday II of f ebruary : 5 

: ot' them 1;àcL-i>ùd. 1or· · . the reservatiôn ,:,t a r,:;1om w i th thei r 
.. /·moiley,Cominf,from:il}.paùs of·Hollànd, 6,000 nurses f o l l owed the 

· · - mè!!\ing, The. uniqns· .made a U· turn, ask ing for the 5%, The same day, 
.the 6,000 m.irses i agrèed to form an organisation commit tee wi th 

· · the· riame. :•Nurses in revolt', The unions asked for contacts but met 
à 'great dêf iance'; thè nurses d.id not refuse to work wi th them but 
they·warited to keep everythilig in their O\lln hands , 
Diff.erences were e~_ident at once : the unions wanted everything 
made 'legally' and· .no disturbance in nurses work whi ch could 
bring some anxièty aniong the patients , The nurses had the doc t.or s 
~nd pàtiënts sûpport bécause they did not .c lain only for wages 
b_ut for à lot· of·.· praètical measures greatly disturbing and 

· frustrating : ( · sh·orhge of staff , lack of money , etc,,,); the 
c.inion position made them furious, 

: One weèk later; delègates from the unions , the president of the 
Hospital · Couricil (organism ·distributing the rn,,ney to the 
hospitals ) and some rank· and file nurses came together on TV to 
agree on the hct that the government was hostile to the 5% claim 
for l atk of money; during the discussion , the unions pretended 
they . always had supported the 5% claim which vas so evident a 
lie it was v~ry e~sy for .the nurses to brush away ,The president 
of the Hospitals Counc_il though agreeing with the general nurses 
claims declared that the wage rise could only be 3,Bi ;the nurses 
considered·it far from what they wanted, 
ln the following Heks various autonomous lcr a l actions were 
organised by the ... .11w:.ses : street demonstrations , work te rule 
strike,The 'Nurses in revolt ' committee called for a day ,:if 
action on the 15th of march ; te defuse this action , the unions 
organised a day ·of action on the 18th of mar"ch, The c,:,mmittee 
'Nurses. in revolt '_protested against the sabotage of its project 
but_called for the nurses to participate as well in the union day 

· of ~ction,Even so ·, the nurses day of àction was a great success 
and the union·one a.failure ,On the 15th.of march big a crowd of 
nurses met in vario1.1s dutch towns:24,000 in The Hague ,6,000 in 
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. / .. ~h~r~~l!rh~J;~i"Î~ir~;·~.l13~(~Q:~i-~c:~~I~;~~~;;CI~~~:~~~}; •· ,;>~~:;~t~~;~~-~p;;~t'.J;rJ;;.iir;;~~ ~-~i~i~;··.~~~ 
· · ··. ·· ·:· ..... .... · .. · ·. · · ··.. .. .... ·.: . .- · · ..... · ' , .. ·- 1·_ .... : · ..... t· b. ··1-d; ·· '"· ·'.-;;,b.·. :.· ,: , .. ··, ,.··N, ·,' ·: ~n:;pybHsheêt~. lhfy have oqe ttijng .. i~_c;Oiiùllon.:-. c1,1t, •. reduction~ of services, 
·tQe ···, ~q~,r:·_._hous_1ng . ~he • :m~n1s~rt -~a.~~; ·.·.p~r;,;ai.~n- -c- :;. -~:: ,tn~_!i',J.J:\}':. /; '._1/\ r·~(: .... ·1nd::,.~to~•r·f .. ~~ 'thrc,~91,ô~t -,~- c,oùntr-f -perhàp$, as'..iliany.as -14()()0 jobs· ·1n ·'the 
Heal th·: .. M~nrster:. -sa1_d •.. · :•he ... was· .. ;verr,:?~pr~~.s~9_:: .: :~Y::::.t_~~$.ti;·:·(:~: . '.. j,/~'.,:2-'':~:>:':si~!~t •nd -I~•:1;:adm,t~ .. ,,ir:,tftm.~.;Will'. disiPi>è!lt ~è~~-·ye11r._. l_n. Oslo for . . 
demonstrations·.but t.hat .. he had'.nothing to 91.ve Jo \.h~: nllr-s~s.:,Dn :.::.,e; ·, ·· ',:· ... ·.;:.--•·'.Jfhstan.e;eJar,ge ~uts.,htVetbee!'l ·Pr~pqsêd,·,andJllSP.i'.'èduciions of jo~s. ~lso, the 

· the 18th . the unions ·brought only': the èvldencè ':'they wê.r'e:'unabié.:·~ ,, ·:. . .. ::t·_;,·,:\ ,·.J1ij~ëf;:1111~nt ·;ê>.f\Ol),ô -~ê;s' ~rQpcls,è,êl t() .: s~ll'Jit1,ihfétparenterpti$es to Pri vàte ·· · ··' ·• ·· ·· · ; .· ·· · ::·: ;' · ;,~ · <'_, :.:-<;· .. { ··:< · \··<,;·::,.;:' 'të:>[ilPani'e'.$1J$9::fJt\th.fs~f>tk.1Ht:~as .Pro~~'-d:the .. ùnions, and théy organised a to mobilise the ryurses • · . . , · · -. ~ · .,.· ·· .. ; ·· · , :-' · : ;_/·> .. ·,.·, ·. .;• \, ... , ... , .. :thteè·· hOUt?delilol'lsÏf.atië>ri''·stMké bn 'Novêmbei" thé ·-2tld by Somê 30000 niui'licipàl 
Ihe: st.ruggle· was going aheà_d .·:: it was ~-· 1oca.lly';çoriipJete}(.ir(J;ije,·\ .· •·.··,,(.·i.:°·i'.\f?:~Ô~kè~i::: Î~d·.,jf~str.àtfofi:.ë,n?tliê-s&mê ëiày .. with ·10000 j)artièipants. Other 

. ;~::~;:;;,?::2"f.~'itP1:~:1;r9:::::9':}:~~i~;~tn;:;t:;;im~:({>L~ .t;:!ttf ~{itr~Sl\~.~::::,;::i::b1taijti, t~ was • 'gtneral . 
· · · · ' . .: ·. ··· • ·. · ·> · ' · ·· · .. · :· · .·/:' · ::, :.', :;''· ~::,J..- .. ':::sttikè~.;ôfl~'Novéml>êr':the 3rd:~1tfi:.1e1000 on ·strfke ahd taking part in a demonstrat1c 

-su~den blockade of . th.~ mot~rways. at -~.1ff~rent, points,>o~~:~/'\~, ... ,: .. ·'>/(:'-:'ffi.e<~~JQn[~àét:orsllnfJeêl'.,'.ÏMs 'âctHïi'l'.·to prot,$t· âgafnst the proposed closing 
·dur 1 ng a rush hour so qutckl Y that the police, cotJld;de> .,noth.i,_ng · •-~ · · . .· . · ..,. : :· _:: dow,ï .. of .thë'.:JiJcàLhospJtal. ,.Éven tbot;gl) Hàlderi fs orily 120 kilomètres from 
second time the police could break the blqc_kade but ·th&: thlr_d· ,.::·- ' \_:;::b$Jô~·the·hewspo~rs ~etè' wtQte nothing. obout this strike. Thé only exception 
time the nurses carr ied on to the motor111ày beds ·and. al I }Jryd_ .. Of_:· . .: r \, ·\ :WJS :t~f!::s~f·1-deni0~8.~fc:~.âfJy whfëh· ceri"ied a SlliaH riotfce. 
material. in such a w~y-_ihat the p~li~e we_rè ag~~". po_ltl~~less .. · < ': ),~; ': .,., In s~uda .• ·a:smaÙ. 'towt,-on."the w~st ê:oàst· of Norway, 3000 of the 5500 inhabitants 
-cccupat ion of the m1n1stry once insf de to prevent:civ1J ser~an~s · , . . ·took pârt'in a .. demonstratfon to protest· against the closing of the local 
from working, another time outside to:prevent them·goiJJg·in: (."'._' ...... _ ··~· ':- .· -hos~fta.1 pn~Nov~r-thè14th. ·= · 
-occupation .of the seat of the Hospital, counc i 1 ;_ olii:.e'.?;. :th~.y-"':''. . -· r · .. :·: ·.:·· .. ' ·. :: .. , .. .· ·:.: ;_.· .• :, . '.. . '.: • .. . .._.. ', , . _ . .. . • 
surrounded it with sheet knotted end· ·to .ènd•ariother:.time had·d ., 1·.'.1, : ... -.'.):l_lè,re~Lw~gès, h~vé. b~n -~~~~.cke4 slo~ly an~._in.d!fferent ways. This ~1ght . . ·. . · · , · · '· · · · · · · . · · · . : . · . · , ~ , · .. ·exp)afrr why0rather _big réé:luçtjons ~ave not producèd widespread open responses 
s1t 1n 1ns1de , . .. .. · . . . , ..... , .. : :: . ·. ··. ', .·. from'.the-wotk'ers· •. thè· 1ow levëls~of-unemployment tip un recently might also 
A~ this point of the struggle , th~ untcns declared :they ;agf:èd, :, .. ·. '.' ·:.,/,: , pe:-."~t.:_of.an·-éxp~~n,tfpr),·.~nY-Wot:~,rs .thi~k that at least they_still hqve.a 
~;t\:~:e:;~f0s~;~kt ;i·:~: 'f~;se:n/onn;e70\\o~-i~~fu1.t:~· t!!:}~~~:;:_~~-:: .-'·,: ktY "·· :-,:,: .. ,~têUf~,Jt .. i:gt !._'.";~~if~~!,,::~~\~! t:ft:i1Î~e h:~tk:rf a~;~e1~n~!~c:~per,ence 
· . · · ·. · · 1··th·. · .. · .i.'.t -. t · .. > ·· ·: '. , ,; ··,Përhaps·theJnfJùeric;e"of.the "'lion leadership 1s notas strong as ;t usedto independen~ly ,In ~n interview , _a nurse: membe~ o e comm_ e~. > :· _,_11:;· .. ·.· .• :_:._·,:be~ bui'the.1_ocàl ~rëd~ uniQ.n offic_ials st111 ha~e a strong Inf luence , 
was asked i f they 1ntended to bui ld another union.The ans.wer was. ,· : , , .. · . ·.·· Within tflè:unions and the .left the_re are some inttiatives to try and radicalise 

'f. : 'we don' t knov ' , 'Nurses in revoit ' i s nei ther a union, ncr an · ·· . l:i: ·· · ·.· ' 'he' tJt)fQn~. · An opposition i s grôwing _and have organised two nati ona 1 opposition 
action commit tee ; it has no administration ,no organisation··\ ,'.. ··.· conferènces •. , . . .• ·. · · .· . ·. 
and to the question 'How do you know _what you are for 1'thë }.· 
answer 

1was ' IJhen thousands are coming to demonstrate , it is, :'r . 
enough . . . . . . i :. · • . 
A new day of action was organised in The Hague where 60;000 .·.. r· 
nurses from all ovsr Holland demonstrated,Again the unions tried ·· · [. 
to catch the band wagon pretending that , if they were ready to · r.. · .. 
sign fo 3,8% ,it did not mean they were against ~he St, r. 
Even if the nurses had large support ·among the public,a ! 
'patients committee 'asked a court at this momerit tci Jorbid~ny· 
nurses action with the threat of a daily payment,The judge stat~d · 
that the nurses had the right to struggle and to prote~t but as 
well as that they had to' respect the patients inter~sts atid .. not 
to neglect in their action their duties and the public generar 
interest'.Everyday in may ,newspapers could print that the nur$~S 
autonomous action eas weaker and weaker and the protest. from the 
'Nurs~s in revoit 'committee could no( hide this fa~t ·for 



<·t9~i'·~~~~;;'~-'.~~L.~ .... ·:2.1t:f ~~~7;~"·~:~sf ~,;,;f Iy . : , ..... , 
Open· workers struggles and strf kes· .(exept~î,ofi'tfç~i 'dèiDënstf~ti~ri st~Jk•sf;ha~i(: .. - 
been few in recent years, and wildcat strikes>ha_ve beè,:i very. few. At<Jhe end .: . '. . .- ·: .· 
of 1987 there was an illegal. strike by kf ndergarteri tèachers :1if Oslo;._fo11owe'd: . •,· · 
by a countrywfde teachers strfke at the:bE!glnning::o(.tMs··year~:_~pproltiJftà~lf"'> · · ·. 
1000_ teachers were on .strtke at the most.: The··teacher"s·,strtke ~às)>ecul1ar';:"1n '.··· - .. .. ·. 
the sense that ft was the first w11dcat strike l een rèmember whfçti was.riot.' . · . .. 
utterly condemned by all of the nestabHshmenÎ_"~ The'strflèê anct·thé :sftuàtton:· -· .- .. 
of the teachers was "understood" or usuppor.~ed~:·byJol"è.f!s··wht:cti<us~à-HY àre ,(> ... 
the strongest enemies of n legal strikes,:, e;g.<the press, thf.1.ea4,t$.'.Of- ~e . .:: :". 
"bourgeoise" parties etc. When workers go on, wfldêat strf_kes ~héy 1tsua11y }lléet •: : 
the total condemnation of these same forces •. Both:.thèse_'.str_ikés·:.,er• domt~,t;.ed 
by the unions even if they were not offfcfaJly supported by;_thè ·imtons~·.,.: · · 

·Many of the local struggles ta.king plac~·are:'not·e>vèr' th~- quèst1~~s·i,i.'w~.Qes:'_:' 
or layoffs, but against changes of ownership; mergers; lirid other .. changEls~·of thé . _. 
company, or agafost attacks and harassments of :union officfàls~·-'Thus<for about .. · 
half a week in the middle of October the workers ànél staff .tn the·companf ttià(. 
is flying workers to the on platforms staged a sftdown .strike~: Théj:.struk ,· · > .. 
against harassments of union officials and 'the proposed mêrger ot·th'is cômpany_ . 
with another company. The workers feared that thfs mergel" .would: .' Only b·e for the: 
benefit of the other company (a real estate company)_ and ttlus .. drafrifng résources 
from their own company. 450 workers in five dffferent towns took part in thfs strike. · · ·' · ·.- · · · · ··· 

Wages have been declining for several years. This ye~,.·~~g~ ~;ses wërèrèstriè'tec1 
to t krone per hour, and a l aw was passed banni ng a 11 fLirther risès .' This law · · · · 
was protested against by more than 300000 gô1ng on a two hour deinonstration ·· · 
strfke on March 11th. This strike was called by the trade unton federatfons' 
outside LO but also supported by some of the locals of LO •. Last year:there 
was no general wage rises and only certain groups of workers with local · 
negotiations managed to get any wage rfses. To 11Justrate the development of. · 
wages: figures have been published showing that as many as 250000.famflfes have 
suffered a yearly reduction of wages of one monthly wage or more. ·· 

r-Jany workers have large debts on housing, rates of interest are high, and the· 
rules for tax exemptions for paid interests have been changed to the worse~ The 
level of taxation fs one of the highest in the world, both. for direct- and 
indirect taxes. The thinking of the workers will eas1ly be diverted to~ards 
for instance questions of taxation and the level of rates of interest. · · 

In addition to the wages, the living standard is constituted by the so called . 
social wage - benefits and services rendered by the state and local authorftfes. 
The state is tryfng hard to reduce this public consumptfori. Much of the5e attaé:ks 
are made through the local administrations. A whole series of attacks a.re · 
presented as a specfffc •crisfs" of the local authorfties and thefr economfes •. · 
These attacks are spread out and wil 1 be df fferent from one local conununfty 
to another. 
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7 
. longJ( was aise the time for the. unions to sign a new agreement 
... ·., .whiëh-~as·thé form·a1·end',:i.f'any ·action 1 

. ;'of.c.ctur"se· the nur-ses did not. wîth their spectacular action get 
, , . ~ha( ~hey'" ~~r:è )nüial'ly clailning ,Most· of the newspapers 

·:.ëxpr.esslng :_the,:. gov~rnmént": ,Îllinister and union bureaucrats 
:. : ': posltîons . could lirite (bat i ··solùtion I had been found but a 

. '· .':·c1~se·exâmi_nàHon -.show~d 'that ·tnis · 1so1ution • was practically 
·nothlng,This· f)è\\l ·agr;etmênt.brought only the conclusion that ,in 

.. i.~~-- ënd··.',th~- i;lni~n.'bureaucrat~ had succeeded in imposing on a 
. •. :- . Hrad· .ând disappo~nted rank :and file. a compromise they had 

·. :r~fµs·ê~'. ~rI-.t.tir:ougii9ut thei r ad Ion i . _ 

>.cîhe\agre~~-nt broµght a -wagé: rise of 3% · plus an average benef i t . or.· .l,2Sl '.Jo.r ;80;:000 nurses. over per iods of irregular 
-timing ,Separâtely Jhese w,erè of ferèd t 13 m to ease the work 
pres~ure with' new rec rui ts, There was proposa l to · i mprove the 
··work i)Ïg . atmosphere ·' in or der to encourage the nurses I good 
Wll:1/ '.· .. ' ·... , . · . . . . . 

.' $Uch.· meas.ù.res -are only- bread for to--morrow , H is true that the 
·, - 'nurses wUl. get .4,25% not too far from the 5% they clairned at 

' :-'first;aut th~ trick is th~t. part of. this incr easa will be t over ed 
.. by a reduction· in the.retirement contribution Cl,74'/. l,S,J what 

. · ·th'ê goverriment will pay is 1,76%, u more than the ù,7.S'!. offered 
whe~ the struggle bègàn, · · 
More . .importaritly al_l · the actual causes of the action were 

· completely neglected , The union movement did evei·ything t» break 
.. the aÙtonomOUS nurses organisation ( Which COUld be C•Jmpared Wi th 
the 'coordinating commit tees 'in France ) , Unions p lanne» ac t ions 
withoÙt any ·agreement· from the rank and file; they built 
obstacles to the autonomous action and spread a m,,untain of 
pr:opaganda to hide the f act that the struggle was Mt for a new 
agreement and wages but· for the. whole ~ctivity Qf nurses in 
hospitals,No need to say that unions are fundamentally against 
any. kind of rank and file organisation they try to conquer and 
manipulaîe ·or· to breàking as far as they are net a pure 
appendàge of their PJJt.eàÛcracy , 
In a daily. paper , a medical assistant fiercely c r i t i c issd the 
union attUiJdè : 'The unions told us we had to take vigilant 
actio.ns ,A'vigirant union r : is something I never heard Qf , They 
tried to have us acèepting- l ,SS,Very vigilant indeed ,During the 
struggle. we heard a lot of· declaration that they would never 
drop the 5%, ·AftEU' they fraye agreed with.3-4,5% Their propaganda 
cost them0a lot of .moneY- for .nothing,Money from their members' 
,on· the ~6nday IO 6f July i:~nion paper was distributed in the 

· hospitals ·: H was· ·1 kind of report on thé nurses struggle,We 



·. 8 - •, '•-,. 

· CQUld rea,d printed i.n colour on S~~-eral pages 1Struggle :'t~ge"ther, . ·· 
· for the 5% ' · , But a t thi s prec i se moment , the c.ini ons ~had ·a,l ready . 

·· dropped · the 5% and agreed wi th a c.oniprom'ïse: 'which: rëpr,E!Sènt . 
. nothing,The lies werè not ooly- on wages :mo~t-'.of the'.·:report .. / ... 
distorted the real facts and was si le.nt of/èôur'se:_o~,t.h(dÙbjo~( .. ' : .. 
role of the unions ,Since july nothi.ng has been-hèârd àbOijt.the ,:.·i, 
nurses struggle :the curtain was pullact·l:>ut/ô:nly'fcir'\â~tin\è ·. , 
be cause the last 11/0rd be longs to the rank and :·:tùe -: , , . : . ·./; ':· .,>. . 

. - . . . . . . ','.,; ,. 

~ 

Comments on the article 'The 14 th of december str ike .. ' (see 
Echanges n•ss - 2/89 ~P 1 ) 

(from a dutch comrade) 
The article shows we have a similar position on the unions 
function and on their place in the capitalist society !;l(·agre,s 
111ith us in characterizing unions as institutions whith·~üli ~nd·- · 
organise buying and selling of the labour force and whôsë :main·, 
task is to maintain the industrial peace , That we ~gree in such · 
111ay can't avoid the fact there is a diff~rence betwèen us,Wt ~~n · 
explain this by the hct that opinions are the product of a 
social reality,This reality in Spain is not the same as that 
surrounding us .Ther e 111ill still be differences even if. 
industrial relations in Spain become more and more similar to 
,:,urs,Spain is qùickly filling the gap accumlllated for centuries 
111hen compared with the rest of Europe; the article ~nderline 111ell 
this fact several times , 
If we observe capital accumulation , the pace of investments.and 
of new industries wi th modern technologies , we can see that 
differences between Spain and other european coüntries, are 
quickly fading a111ay,But if we consider the organisations ·,the 
myths and social illusions , these things appears quite 
differently,Moving always far slower in these matter~, · 
In the recent past ,i e in the pre-franquist period,Spain hàd a 
111orkers movement expressing the bach111ardness of industrial 
relations in a still partly semi feudal society ,The 
industrialisation begun under the franquist regime, vas 
accelerated after his death ,For this reason I Spain is becoming 
a modern capitalist sate and of course such a development has an 
important influence on the union mavernent . · · 

45 
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',levels·of:prodûçt;fv,--1nvestmerits fell,by approxfmately _20 per cent from 1987 
:to 1988 ·and ate Ukëly.:to fan by anothèr 1.1 per cent froni 1988 to 1989, and 
.at-the, saille tfioe èxhth1if P.1ârits ar:è èlosed or threathened with closure • 
'' Jrivestinents ij(;)éJ(OÜ pr~diJ.etion ffel.ds are Jow, and thi S has Of course its 
·effécts·.bri thê'·ihdusti",tprQduêlrig on prodùctfon platforms and equfpment. The 

t: büHding ·ttàdé$ ·f'.lave·· less JtOrk. · The ilewspaper f ndustry f s in di fficultfes; due 
, .r .t~· ·1aro.e ._redù~t~è>n$ 1.f~f:e~r1'il'.IOS fi"O!I! advertfsements the. whole newspaper 
(bustri!!~S 15;._:i!'l,:éf.H'fftU,ltfe$~, A~ le,st~two pa_pers have a11ready clcsed down, 
, ar,d even the Nr.fchest.11 raew$pàpet çompany wf 11 have to reduce mannfng and eut 

. ,··,côstl,~\îh.e· prf n~ foélus.trY: f $ "f n troubleJ many cèmpanf es have cl osed down thi s 
· year and.man)• prhitt~g wc>1·ker.s are un~loyed. To give one example of the 
.o~eracc!Jmulation ii:a the_printfng fndustry: The capacfty for scannfng for the 

. prfntfn~LIS~J'.Y iri Norway.1,~ supposed to be bfg ènough to f111 the dernand 
· k.for scanning of an. Wèsterr Europe •. It 1s sa1d to be a larger number of scanner 
J1~1No~way _t~an i_n :Great Br1ta1n. . 

. 1 .. . .· . . - . . . 
. 1-·Bankfng: is. in difficultfès. ·After two years of heavy lèsses and expecting 
·· :1 ossès. al so nex.t yèar, ·• the banks have begun to reduce the number of emp 1 oyees. 
the lirgé~t Norwêgja1f bank ~. Den norske Credfttbank - have begun to ffre 
.105011mployèes which ts one. quarter of the staff. Also other banks are·firing 
einployees. - up··to one th1rd of the staff for some of the sma11er banks. Several 

. : thousand· ba_nk-'employees nifght loose thefr job i-n the near future. , 

1 

unêtnplo~nt 1s cùfrehtly nicire· than s4ooo and in additfo~ to this more than 
200001re work1ng,under specfal programmës funded by the state. Approximately 
··half of -the workers f n the textile fndustry are unemployed, perhaps as many as 
~0000 .building and. construetton workers wfll loose their jobs. Figures have 
beên pubHshed .show1ng that _89000 workplaces wfll disappear next year, and that 

__ unemploYment .Wf ll. reach JOOOOO th1s wtnter. 1 . .. •. 

!
: The last couple of tears havé seen several struggles by workers against the 
closfng of factories or reductfons of the numbet employed. Because these 

·. factor,tes are very often thé only important one fn the town, the resf stance 
Jto closure fs fought not only by the workers, but by the whole population of 
tthe town~ Iri th1s way the workers resfstance has been tnmediately transformed 
i1nto a_pc,pular_res1stance, supported by almost everyohe in the town. The worker 
h(lve not been able to develope an fndependent class response to the attacks. Th1 
(method of these struggles:are very often the sendfng of delegations to the 
l capf_tal to pet1t1ongovernment, par11ament and the company owners; with the 

· aim of è1ther to rescue thèir..;.factory or to demand the development of new 
(1ndustry._Often.the companfés make the continuation of one plant dependent on 
,the closure of another plant in another part of the country, th~s setting the 
:workers of d1fferent plàntsagafnst each other. To gfve just one example: a 
;major f09d production Company was gofng to close clown one plant. This led to 
11.bfg resfstance by the .workèrs, unions and pOlftfcians of that district. The 
;companyytelded,butjust_as the compariy_ had decided not to close thfs plant 
i1t_1mmedfately announced the closure of another plant fn another part of the 
tcou~try. Th_is in ~rn has prOduced heavy resistance by the workers of thfs 
·!plant. and the. d1str1ct, leadfng the loeel trade unions to ca11 a half-day ( ... !~,l ·t~1ke: i,y 2200 WOl"kèfS'. · 
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-·111ën'"'è~me:iïsû'spênsfô'n5ii~ô'r-th1"s rfght:iO'-:n~-g~~~atî~~s::~i<r~:sir1:~tïQ~~j:,:~.-~ ~ ~<~:. "';:; ., :',: . '. '. Un_i-On bloVe~el')t ïs dèvelopinQ in S_paio ~ccording to the same process 
wage rues allowed._Then thts year:there ~as.::irtotal-ban.o,- such·)1ego:t;ia~f~ns .. ,.\. ,.·. t. · · as the unton··movemen.tdn other. càpitalist countries of Western 
and local wage _ rises of any kind. ".-:"· . . . :':'/·;··(\·)> --: · ·. · .. È1,ifop(-, It U Jhe . .reason -whi Jor >instance .tn the post f ranqui st 
By law and agreements all strikes·a.rè flle~~rexèpt ~hè~_-th~i'~fàr~~~o\~lfd:. , . ·1 . · .. p~ri_od ·,~NT importa~~e .and. ~eaning.hav: declirie? as UGT importancg 
agreement. This means that a strike ts :Jegal only._ tn thé periOC:I_Whèrfona.;; ; ;. : · ·1 ·.·. _a~d llleanin~ .h~s .. been :gronng· , Thu ean exp la in as wel 1 why the 
agreement has expired and a new one .has. not yet b~en_-·decjded.:_~vé( irï thi s · . · .. _. · '··: :-: . . ·, CCOO -(bot1:r i'n .the. f ranqqi,st pel'iod > haye. lost most of the sympathy 
period there !Xists a lot of rules whfch .ç_on~~cts ,~~e p9ssibt~1:t1es:of::stri~.s.,::(:. , .··.·... . ·· ·.... th~y àttràcttd formerly. , ·. 
rul~s for arb1tration etc. In practice .tl:le.se rules mear.is· that·:.PJl).Y..fh_e· :.;,:·.: '··>··>.,: . , ~-- :.- : . .. ·. '. r· , 1 1· · th'' ,· ccoo· ·1· · · · f · f 1 th · · . nat1onal unions or the union federation·icarican~·a)eg$1.:s~riketân~this~-~~l'I:''•:-:,: :.:·>··J'> . ·:o.~xp ~ n.;, ~s , _osso __ in uence e article points at_the 
<;ml.y be done in the process of bargàiniri!f.a_ new agrê.enient •. ·As:sooo·Js:~a.n:·agt~em,i:it ,·: ::·,-. ·. ·, · . con!hcts 1nside ,the. _spanis~ CP ,w~_ have to say that the confl icts 
i s ~n effect, all strfkes are illegal exept for' shor~ poJftie.~l.def!IQl'!StrJtfC)n ·: ·,:·· .,)/ ·.· ·· ::;: · ...... ·.ins.1de -t.he CP. ~re .al~o cq1111ng .· from the development of a modern 
str-tkes whic~ !hall be of limited dur~t!on a~d shall: not chiinge th, wagês)>r. -~-· \, ::,,: · ·. : · \· .. 'ta~pîtalism: to .whicf a· paftyj11th the CP charàcter and structure 
workfng condf ttons of the workers str1krng :(1·.e,- ~11 m~tters rule.d_bY, -a~r~ments)::. · ,. . : '\>i·is· not 'at'âli'adapt~d ,: · . · · . . .· · . ·. 
All trade union officials - also those at th~ workpl~cès ~ a~~ obÜ~ed/to··., :,::·'_< ., ~-,.'.-· _: .. ênywayjh~-:~tffer,,n~.e lllithJ~e .article is in the fact that ,when 
try to prevent 111ega1 strikes, and condemn illegal .strfltes J.f.they:.~h~Uld·: \ '. · .·. . ; ;::ObS:'1'.Yl~.9 very ~ell ,the. consequence.s :Of .the development of, a modern 
break out. Officials can be prosecuted, fined and/or l_oose .their recog~i.tfon.·,·, - · . , . :cap1tal15rn for t~è< .u.ni.on . aiovément, thé . author ccns ider the 
if. they do not do this. Union official! at the workplaces are ."eleçted.:~,y th, ·: : :~ : situat'i'on. in â lôo· 91foèraï way ·We could draw the t onc lus ion that 
un1on members, but their status as off1cials .is confirmed by the emnloyêrs.cThe , . · .. · .·.· .·· . . · . · •· • · · .· · '. · . . . , . 

• .. .. , .. - ..... ., ••• a, .... ···i-, .... d------·- .. ,.- .• - .. c:1·--·'ft.-1- .. -r-r-r-:+ .. "-,... he co.ns1ders ·the prospèc.t of the union movement in Spain as the employers can w1thdraw thfs recognition if the off1c,a s o not stan_a f)r,n y -:~ . ·. · .. · · . . , ... ,. ·: ·.: .. ·. . ·. . . 
against illegal strikes. Because of these rules trade unions never:sµppOJ't _., ··•·' -~•--•··· pr~sp~~t.of th~ .~n.1011 .movementin general as such :G~ner~lls1~g , 
illegal strikes, even if the unions in some cases.give secret ~~-p~rt ... A~·,t~e. · .. ·--~ .: · : even 1f.. it. h. not \1rQ.TI9ï musLrefer not to a spec1f1c s i tuat ion , 
workplaces the union officials usually resign from their poSi~icms·JCt~ete·Js;: · .·- - but. to :a mora gene~al ~as.i.s :.' the .spanish basis is in our opinion 
an il legal strike that they support. Then it 1s convnon that a str1ke: connittee · · · ' too narrow. to allow .·.tô ·Jump to· such general conclusions We have 
is set up, and usually the officials wfll be found in these C!Jllllllittees. . .-: .. :: ... · · ·, . ·. · · . · ·. ·. ·· · . · . . . · . 
Apparently the strfkes are not led by the unions, but by an independent strike the !eelln,g t~at the ·~uthor doès n~t s~e that the spa~1sh union 
conunittee elected by the workers. , move(llent in. the. process of ildapting_ ltself to the to-m,:,rro.w 

· capitalism0 is only t_he yersteday and sometimes to-day traditional 
union movèment in western càpitalisM, 
When · the. article says · that workèrs are not ready t.o act by 
themselves,we ·hesitate becausè , of course , to judge this, we 

. have to get a detailed \ knowledge of the struggle we have 
not, Nevertheless we are ccnvi nced tha t the autonomous action of the 
working class appears and is only possible when a certain 
capitalist development ·has been attained .As far as i t is net 
attained -and. even for. a long period af ter- myths and illusions 
s t il 1 app 1 y and exè r t à ra 1 e 1 .• 

Even so·, .we think -that .the spanish comrade analysis has great 
value .We can add .M,rt· dutch néwspapers tried to accredit. the 

. opinion that the- prime minister 6onzales had given up to the 
strike.He w_ould have refused àt once to negociate with the unions 
and then would have chàngêd his m.ind under the strike pressure, lt 

·· is not true · .Vnioris afraid of the mass movements as wel 1 as the 
government ha_d· from: the ,beginning limited the strike to 24 
_hours<this. is w.en 1mder1i~,~ in the. article ),When Gonzales 

·• · .. dècJâ.red , he . was' rëady: :\o dis(uss wi th . thé unions, nothi ng was 
· .. ··:· obliging--hiin .to do ÎQ;·êt.'hiLtilllt ·thei'e WàS no strike ,He vas 
; foHowing thh cou·rsè: beç.ause; .. ,h_ê had begun to understand -as wel l 

The oil industry is as mentioned above rather important to the Norwegiail 
economy. Oil revenues have been able to offset many effects of the crhi.s, 
buying Norwegian capital out of most of the effects which the crfsis has.had 
internationally. Now this has changed. Oil revenues have declfned rapidly with 
falling oil prices, and the deep crisis of Norwegian economy can no·1onger · · 
be hidden. Now the crisis is hitting Norwegian capitalism, with full force and 
developing rapidly. "lnvestments in Norwegian industry rose .by approximately. 
50 billion kroner in the period 1984-87. But this expansion of investments 
made poor profits. Figures froin the Norwegian Bank Association demonstrate that 
profits from fixed capital ••• fell with 1.3 billion kroner in the same period, 
in spite of the higher investments. This results in a negative profit for these 
last 50 billion of approximately 2.5s.• (Aftenposten 07.09.88) 
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Overaccumulation has led to large capitals not productively employed beêing 
thrown into the fields of speculation. The stock market and the real ~state 
market as well as the building trades saw a boom which ended abruptly in 
October 1987 with the stock market crash. Much of this speculation was funded 
on credit. After the sudden collapse in '87, fortunes of speculation capital 
were destroyed, and unlike in most other coùntries the stock mârket has not 
recovered. Almost all banks are making big losses for the second consecutive 
year. 
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- ~:. t~~;;:V:~;:•~~.:;t,t~~:.~:·i.:':\:.1~~~11~~Y ,::·~:~/~~P~i\:! -.-. _ •- -- : ' 'F {tÏ~.; t_f rü}fi#h~si,kin·pâri' lii iiU61l Sh1ng·thé SOCfaï ~êraüC party 
at this moment for the government and the ·ruhng class to.: g1ve some. · > . · .1 . ~11 thrpug~ itS. h.1stort t~é_trade- union federation has been. donnnated by 

· ··. · · .. · . .· · · · · ' · · ·.- · · 'h. ' ·· 1 ;. . s : · : '! .· . .. ~oetar de111C>cracy~. There· have ~en no. other important federation of trade 
hfe t~ the 1llus1on.they 111.ere so~e.what g1ving,1n to;.~.e.~n °~5:.• 0 · · .· "l _ "ll"-,iO~s·for.~otk~r$; the syndi~alists for.instance had at. its most.approximately 
the union movement p1cture can be inprcved -anda umo.~ w1 th} .. good. . ·. · ,350P memb'ers:J!l .. ~hè. èarly ]9201~. Today, there _are soine national federations. 
reputation is more useful for itself and for the bourgeo1s1.e,:Pn.. . ·· ~ • .. · '·mostly for employees:and•other group$, whi_ch ~ï'-e ·so-called unpolitical and 
this point we perfectly agree,. .·. ·.· C,B, 23(3l~9/ ,- .i:.~~~~~J~~~c,~P=~!~~:~~=---~:5~-~°..:~~~~-:-,~~~~~~~~-~--~:-~~ ~a5. .. today more_ ~h~n 

Answer from a SP.anish comrade, · . .: .. · ·.··.,:: \-,: .·. , \<- ·.:_:~n-the~·ye~rs·6è~ottt•Îld·duting the 1. ~orld war·a new and radical tendency grew 
. . · · . . : · · · ... · · .,. • :->·.,_ ·<J _··. _· .. ,1 ::;_· Wi.th1_n··lhe_soëiU_~at1ê party·:·ind the trade. unions. This tendency took 

I have no cb.iec t ion te your commentar1es I found very .acurate.,.} : ·. ·< ,. · ,: part 1n the .Ztnierwald mQvementiJn 1918 this.tendency took the power in the 
want only to add some complements,You are right ·when.spea~ing of::.:). ,:-:: ·-':<.:pàrt.y:a~d·_the:pa~~yj~t~d the~- Int~rnationâl tn 1919. The whole. party ~roke 
Spain and especially the 111orker movement reflecting semi~feudal : .. · · ··.-~,th,the ?~ ·Jnternatjonal and.joined the 3. International. Only in 1921 d1d ~ 
. . . . h · · , . ·t· · ·. , .·· · . , . sman. 11reformist,11 soci!ll-democratic. party split off. The labour party was st1ll 
rnd~str~al relations :As you kn?w t e. prole~ar.isa ion_ pr~~e~s in ··:. _·. ver.Y ,nuch a ·social delilOèratic plirty. and. in 1923 it broke with the 3. Internati, 
Spam -1 e the f oraat ion of an 1ndustr1al working class .- 1s slqw · In .1928 the. first soctal·demé>cratiè government was, formèd which hsted 3 weeks. 
and concentrated in some small parts of the countryCCatolonia: ; [ · .. ·. lri .1935 the party,formed ·government·· again, and has been in government more or 
Basque Country , Asturias ) ,More recentiy , sinte the 'stab}lisjng: · >· Jess sfnc, theri. ~Bourgeoise• parties havè formed _government in the 60's, 70' s , 
plan , in 1959 ,industrialisation was jumping again .in this -! . · and.BO 5-,.but ha.ve not.been_ able to establ15-h themselves in government for 

. . l t C . th . t. f A d 1 . C t. 11 1 1 onger per1 ods. . . tr adi t iona cen ers 1111 migra ions rom n a usia , . as 1 ~- , ·· 1. . .-_ · ,.,_· ... ·.·· :: ... · ,, . . . . 
Galicia ,Estramadura,,. )and in new centers as Valladolid · ,. Ttiê:côilimùhist party was established in 1923 and dec.lined rapidly. Only in 
Saragossa, Madrid suburbs,Most of the workers weref peoph, rooted. · thf)'êai's 11illledtatèJ)I ifter the 2. Wo)"ld .War did it have any strenght in 
out from farming work in the country ·they formed the social basis elect1ons~ It usèd to have some.strenght in the unions. but today it is weak . ' . · · · ,· · ·· ·. also there. In ··1961 ·a •th1rd,road11 socialist party was fonned by a split· off 
of the pr o letar i an s~r~~gles under f ranquism and. of the a~tonomous · from ~è:'s~cfal-democr•ttc;. ~riy. Togéther wi.th elements from the communist- 
, _ movements ,Even llm~.ed , my personal exper1ence was important ._ a11d .soeialdémoeratic party 1t. fonned a left-soèialist party in 1973 which today 
inthis respect ,During the Renault strikes(mid 70's ) when I lived. . hn .some;stréi'lght. A.ma~fst, __ party grew up in the late 60's and still exists; 
in Valladolid l had closed relationship with 'self organised r ... thOUOh.Je,ss III01$t and ilorl! general leftist. This party Still have a dai~y 
workers' (net UGT or ccoo membersl Their factory expe·rience was · ... 

1•. 
· paper. Trotsky1~.has.never been strontin Norway. a very .smal~ group ex1Sted . · . · .· · . in :the. ·1ate ·301s·. Today two small. groups of trotskyist tendencies exists, one 

rece~t and got for a very short tlme, most of them havi~g- worked in - 1 · shariflO thê positions of_ the British SLIP and thé other comprising supporters 
the industry for 5/IO years C the youngest and most m1ll tant ones I . of the -Mandel tendèncy and other elements. The extrème left has never been 
) ,A. lar~e part of them had s~ill som: working. relat~ons wi th their ! . 'strong here, and many of the tèndencies existing internatfonally does not have 
family in the country ( working for instance in fam1ly farms after ·• . any known ~upporters here. 
the~r d.ay'_s . fa_ctory w~rk,IJe ca~ f ind the.re the explanation for I Trade·ùntons and thè laws and customs governing them are different from 
~heir ~nd1st1pll.ne , inadaptation , r_es1stance ,etc,, to the 1 · country to country. I ·shall thèrefore give some informations on general 
indus t r ia! relations expr assed by the unions but too for most of • ·.· conèlitions and peculiarities of the Norwegian unions. · · 
the il lus ions and myths as ref erred to in your let ter, \Je could i · . · .· · . . . . . . ~--:-·. . . . . . . 
extrapolate to most of the "autononous ' struggles of this period l_ Usually the un1_ons and_·employers ~ave agreements runn,ng for two years. and 

. . . . t ' 1. . usually these agrêl!lllents have provisions for wage negotiations after one year. 
What you wrote on th~ ~panish CP rs r.ight. ,All their a t~mpts ~o , · Almost _all agreements expire in the .. same year. so that every two years there 
adapt to the ne111 condi t ions of the cap i tallst developmen~ in Spain 1 · .are negotiatfol'ls of almost an agreements. In some agreements there are 
are doonsd and the party is more and more outside of the social and .1. provjsions for local nègotiations of wages in addition to the national negotiat 
political spanish reality ,Their failure is linked to the process f .. iri.other agreèlllênts suçh .. local .negotiations. ire outright banned. Traditionally 
of adaptation in self obliging them to play a mediation role in the 1 ·. the.groups of.wor:kers.who can n'9otiate local wage rises have bee~ able to 

. . . 1 defendttleir_ wages better.tbat'I those who can not have local negot1ations. These 
~ap1 tal ~st prod~ct1 ve system , The unb~lanced d.evelope~ent . of . , local négot1at1ons have gradvally bèen restrfëted; some years ago it was 
111dustr1al relations and of the proletarian fractions in spamsh i_.. COllllh<>n w1th two or lliOi"e éach y,ar, Thèfl only .one such negotiation was allowed. society affects directly the CP modernizing pr()cess prQVO~ing l"'.:~---_.-C::~'.'·,,.--,,;-· ···--·--·- .. c--,--,,-,,. ·--, .. - ,--,----~----.. ··-- .... - . . .. . 



Norway:is a member of theNATo,.:and 1$.0ne;.of<thè-tw~/N~tq)ê.ountrtes{~ht(à < -.l'!~merous split ~nside the party ,I wonder sometimes if the only 
common border with Russia.· In t~ north;:f~1(k_1l.~metr,~..'.frC>_!IIJ~e:.bord,r,.to · P9S!$~b:le a~aptàtfon-Jor th~ CP in a de·veloped capitalist society is 
Norway, ·Russfa has one of it~ most .,mpor~ao~<na~al.bases_:JOè:ha.n~er,.of .·. · . . . :·'.-ônly -ih éomplete disappéàrance, · . · .· · 
air bases. The Russian North Fleet,· perh~ps th.~ most .ill)portant,Rµs~1ân fl.,.t, ·. · , .1·-_· .. · · i. · .. ,_._, .. ·-, · .. · · · _· · • . · · . . 
has its bases here on the Ko1a penfsula~:T~e North Fleet::_has a:JJr.gè.cnl,llilberof r .·., .• ~ere • •_.s.om~thin,g I have_ not very well und_erstood in the l~st 
submarines carrying nuclear mis~nes, :and also:_~ Jarg~_.coriventto~al,Jlnt~: ~-15- . •· . paragr~ph: o(your ,lett!~~~ee_ ~~ove l. becaus~ in ~act I agree w1 th 
northern part of Ru~sia ts ·one ~f ~he few ~hci~. ts ice fr~ .thrc,_ughQUt :th~ ,- .. · . ,:what you; ~rQte: that . th~ $panish union_ movement 1n the proceas of 
winter and with a dtrect access. to the::oce~ns_.·. · · . . . ,.,:, <·. '.: adapti~g·J,l~~lf .fo the0to-morrow capitalism" wàs nothing else than 
One of the main tasks of the Russian navài; a~d air forc~s'-·1~ :iht~\r~à -f~·the ·. . >·.:_·. t .. ~~ t.r~di;t_ipnal. ~nioli;Jovement ';B~t;" as f_or the spani~h CP , the 
attack on the Atlantic suppl y l ines ·of.NATO.· rn· the evènt.of w~_r,.'ihë-)arger. . .. ., . . _. ,~u~sti~>n'i.~,:.to ~~o.w .if_ the· tl'_ad1 tional union movement 1 s able te 
part of reinforcements and supplies from USA/Canada Will .have ti:;_b~'tarries_by. ·. ~ ... :·· .. ·.· ... adapt· ·-to ;the .. n~w conditi~ns imposed by capital with,:iut l,Jsin,J 
s~a across the Atlan~i~. It is supposed-tobeabout 800.shfpload~·miltt.ary>.:.. . , · ·completely -lts own identity based on a 'demand' culture which 
and 1500 shfploads ctvtl tan supplies each month •.. ·. · ;: · .: . :_ ... · .· : : .· ·• · . ··.- iniplied · .. the implicif· recognition of an opposition of interest 
"Holst (the mfnister of defence) saidthat fi NATO:should ·1oo~{iLbâttÎe,'over·the: ·.,. , .. · ··,· -beh.een>.capt,tal: .and :·labour ,The new 'self management' and 
control of the Norwegian Sea, of which Norway ts à ·very 1mport,;,t)trate~.1c,,. · < · ·· . . : ·_·.'parti ci.patio~·'· formula are pushing outs ide of the syndical ist and 
part, the possibilities of the alliance (1 .e, NATO) to _be .v1c:to~fous··tn .. ~- l>~ttle ·. ' 11_ . social · i_ntegr_at~ng proéess. most of the proletarian strata pr oduc t 
over the control of the At.lantic will be fundamentally-reduced~ Jf NATO_:st)ould · . of the .restructuring process 
loose the control there, the possibflit1es of meeting and resf.sting an attack · . . i:. · .:. . · ·. · . · ·. · .. ·. ' · 
against the central front in Europe would be ·seriously reduced.''Ttie strateg1ca1, ·. .· .. W11~n. I wrote that the wo_rkers were not ready to act by themselves , 
importance of Norway is inextricably boulid .up wfth-the:supplyJii'lés across . . · J ) ,only obser~e a reahty - a casual one of course - which , 
the Atlantic." (Aftenposten 11.10.88) · · · : · · · · 1 · referring ·t·o> Spain. iis what workers are doing in a lot of 

conflicts,I don't thfok · that autonomous proletarian action is 
something' of '. thé· part ,On the contrary, the more unadapted ar'e the 
traditfonal .·· organisation of mediation between capital and labour 
(arid new oneii, v~!ry difficult to build ), the m,:ire will open·a 
''critical .;spacè for antonomous actions ,In fact it is the actual 
autonomous pfocess · for the proletariat in front of the ar tual 

· autonomous pr-ocess of capi t~l expressed as wêl l in the deepen i ng 
. gap. behe_èn the capital power ( impossible to legi timate and tc 
control ) · and the prolètarian subjectivity,I see the actual 
·.possibility of .a· prriletàrian autonomous intervention in this 
present development of capital, · 
Since my last let ter everything is sti 11 the same if we refer te 
the comedy between unions and governement ,They have succeeded in 
pushing in to life ' à plan for youth employroent 'with t.he usual 
tricks : union protests , threat of action but at the end doing 
·nothing,The govern~man-t has not given in even to the small money 
c~ricessions aiiked by the unions ,The alliance technocratie , banks 
and employers are in a strong position ;but l i tt Ie by l i t t l e 
strikes ~re growing (controled by the unions always with the fear 
of a large· conf 1 ict in . the background ) , Managers art? somewhat 
anxious,Strikes rising could threaten economical growth and 

· discourage foreign investments,The social peace is precarious and 
has to be got with a minimum of guarantees :seitled relationship 
with the unions ls it was proposed recently by the president of the 

. spanish boss union, · · C,V, 22/4/89 
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us mil itary doctrine in thi s area 1s in the process of change. ·:usA is . • 
developing a strategy of attacking the North Fleet at fts bases or .close .to 
thern; thus us naval fprces will have to gohfgh up in the tlorwegianSea.·EarHer 
the line of defence for NATO was between Greenland, Iceland, United Kingdom; · 
now this line has been pushed closer to Russia. The-new stratègy is more. 
offensive, and is based on the use of severàl aircraft carrier gi"oups. 

tlorway has an agreement wfth USA whereby a number of Norwegian air fields have 
been equipped and trained to be used by airplanes from US carriers. Recently 
it has been known that discussions have taken place betwèen USA and.Norway 
where USA proposes to establi.sh storage of amunition, fuel and spare parts for. 
its aircraft ·carriers, and also workshops for repafring theiraircraft carriers. 

. . 
Official Norwegian policy fs that in tfmes of peace there shall be no.foreign 
bases or troops permanently in Norway; and there shall be no nuclear warheads. 
However, the heavy equipment of one US-Marines regiment 1s stored in Mid-Norway 
and provisions have been made for sending Canadien, British· and Dutch forces. 
All these forces train in Norway regularily each winter. 

The mil itary power of Norway is small. Due to fts small number of inhabitants 
manpower is low, and due toits small economy expendftures on weapons are low. 

The ffrst working class organisation of importance was created in 1848, and 
before ft was crushed by the state fn 1851 it had some 20000 or more members. 
At that time there were only about 13000 industrial workers in the country; 
and many members of this organisation were farm labourers, fishermen, forest .. 
workers etc. After beeing crushed it left very few organisational remains~ and 
only in the 1870's were the first trade unions formed. The trade·unions formed~ 
a national federation (Landsorganisasjonen - abbreviated LO) 1n 1899,_and ... · 
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:' • • \Hi~ {;;4 °N~/;.~;.;:7;;;df·r-;;.;; ·o~~;;h ~- ttw, -S~dfsh kingdan, a~d ~: 

. ;' t· < ... thts pfocéss the ·Norweghn bourgéoi s 1 é f ought to èstab 11 sh an 1 ndependent 
·:'.1,. '-' ;,::.: .. ,-.:·.ntttQnat·stlitê. tliU was· Part1y .succès~ful. as Norway from 1814 was a state in 
.'.:-'J;,i· ;::'>, ... , 'unfon wiïh·Slifè(lèn •. :Jhh'.19 1ts own è.onsti,ution and parliament. From the late 
, . /j.;, .·. · :.i: :,1$40,'s)iod;rj\ 1~dù~ttY.:Drew up; first in the form of textile and engineering 

. , /:. .:·-.,;,. .; -1ridu,try •. ~ .invention. of productng paper from timf>er gave rise to an 
. . .· . .. . ·. .· . .. . . . .,.· ·•• · '. !;';_ ;'·, ;.,: .finpôr.unt: p1,11p ·•l'.id papèr ihdustry from the 1870's. The next important step in 

This movement rs presently relatively .qu1.~t ,In fact a _k.in~ of<,:, . \/:.\:/· ,-thltdevelopœnt:of industri.al.:èapitàlism came with the invention and 
welfare, the PER helps _the·populâtion to cope lfith wito>~:ver.v.>: .: :;:;<\.\ .-·,~JndüstrJJ.1.·.1,1së .. ~~tdrôil.ectr1cal power •. ·Norway is.rièh on waterfalls and from 
precarious but not very deprived situation ,The unemployed,;_è';'' .. < ""\.,about.thtt,tW"notthecenturythësewere_dtv,1oped,to11great.extentby . 
farmworkers f rom Andalusia recei ve special benef its f rom the · " · ·· ,· ., Jor~ign C@Pi~a,1 •. Fac~ories grew up pr~ucing al uminiUIII, ferti hzers etc. Al 1 
e . . . . . .·.. . . · '.- . .·:· ;_._ <·~,hts tn_duJtrY. ~~s 9ne th1ng-in c011111on;_ they_ are sttuated close to the source 
... tate_ winch is a pecu~1ar ~olu~1on of a perman~nt~y potentul .. " · '·'·;of:l)Qwe.r.-·thus .aJong lnQst of s9uthern.Horway .there are small towns with usually 
confllct ,On one hand 1t maintains the poverty with1n tole.rable. > : , one big factory, and per~aps as 11tt1e as a few thousand fnhabitants. 
limits, on the other hand ·· it helps the. 'senoritas···• '.;:..-: .: .· ., .. ' 
(landowners)to keep the control over the workers (even unemployed :\. 'ln 190~ .th~ bourgeoisie f1nal)y suçceeded 1n achievfng their independént ~tate. 
) through an astute system of benefits payment To get h' .· 0 èy : .It)s a snial~ state, ~aving toctay only a little_mote than. 4 million tnhabttants . . • ~ . . .1~ m n . i . , spr:ead out over. some 380000 square kilt?metres of land. Very large scale 
when he i s unemployed , a f armworker has to Justi fy a m1n1mum of 1 . .. maiiufacturing ·fhdustry does nC)t exist, for instance there 1s no auto fndustry; 
working days ( less than in others branches of industry); bùt-it . r .··. an_d:thèi"e ilre:nolârgè consèntrations of industry and workers! A large · 
is the employer who has to sign the document giving the proof of i • .steelworks-was only_built.in the.19.40's and thfs can be expla1ned by the almost 
the required days of work,Which means as most of the workérs have . t . total lack of tron and coal resources. 
n,~t this required minimum , the need to keep 'good relationship' ·. f · .·s1nce thê 1970•s· oil production in t~e Nor.th Sea has grown to become an 
w1 th the employers for a farmworker to get the State money for i important industry. 0Thè oil production 1s small in relation to world production, 
unemplo·tment,\Je can see that 'clientelism' and the survival of i but 1t hasbècome important to·t_h~ _Norwegfan èConomy. Another fairly ~e~ · 
the vicious feudal practices of 'caciquismo' still exist in I industry ofJmportance. h-the rearing of ffsh • t.e, the industrfal ra1s1ng of 
P
ôstmod r e · · li f1shï at.-the same tfme catching of ftsh 1s declining because there 1s not 

e n ... pain , 
1 

very much fish left f n the seas. 
I· ,. 
f 
' ' i i . 
f 
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f~oi ~ letter· of a spanish comrade 

on the farmworkers union S,O,C,. 

Even so , the movement is still alive though with uneven 
distribution throughout all Andalusia C the SOC is strong in west 
Andalusia , Cadix and Sevilla ),For the last months , land 
occupations have stopped but the national press says nota word 
about these movements which give a bad picture of Spain, 

On the C NT 

, , ,Information about the determinant events in the life of 
revolutionary syndical'ism and of the CNT during the past years 
are relatively acurate , even if some anarchist papers are on the 
side of the CNT-AIT 1 ike 'Black Flag 'or on the side of the 
'r encvados ' like 'Ideas and Action' ,Generaqy the figures are 
blown up,CNT-AIT has no more than 2,000 militants all over 
Spain,! can be wrong, but their presence in the conflicts and in 
the.worker movement is almost nonexistant ,In fact, most members 
are either old militants , almost all ~etired or on the other 
side , attracted by their verbal radicalism , some young 'punks 
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The engineering and .shipbutldiog industries have been declining for years, and 
what 1s left of the. shipbutlding industry fs àlmost exclusively producing for 
the 011 industry~ As the devélopments of new oil fields 1s not very rapid at 
the ~nt~ this industry ts suffering. 
The Norwègian merchant fleet used to be one of the largest in the·world. For 
years the number of ships registered in Norway hes been falHng, and the 
ships have ~en transferred to countries with.low wages for sailors. To counter 

· thfs development and to leep a flèèt under Norwegian flag, a ship register 
was estab11shed which makes possible the employment of sailors from countries 
wfth low wages~ · --~- 

Sorne stat1stical illustrations taken from official stat1s1cs: 
· the population is approximately 4.2 inil lion 

· " · 665000 are workers 
" 1~2 million are employees · 
11 80000 are farmers and fishermen 
" 2.1 million are children, pensioners, under educat i, 

Something like 700000 are èmp1oyèd in the state and municipal sectors. The 
capital and largest city, Oslo, has 450000 1nhab1tants.With1n 200 kilometres of 
Oslo lives somèthing lfke 1.5 million. · 



40 Os 1 o, .end of November J 988 . ~ . .~ ' . . : . . .. 

Dear comrades, . . , ·-: .. 

Norway is one of the lesser known parts -~f the worl~. 4në1: thf~gs::'g~1~~:bn.· , " 
here sel dom reach international attentfon:: Until :now little:~as.'.h"appênéd ·: . 
that should change this. As you wfll read'.fufther- ori,<s.~~1iiijjortâ!'I~ /_,·:;_·>.'_'.· ··. 
developments seem to be faking place. Therefore ·there,might,be _no .. cè>f,:icidert~e 
that this letter is written now. · · ·- ,. ,~ >.:· · 

Even among comrades who are in a .favourable ~o~iti~ri :1;0·.f~lloW: d~v~lopm~~tl•(:.-::< ·',\: ' · 
here we find a great lack of knowledge. Thus there.Js:n~-·.wondèrJf:.c9nif:ad~s';.c:'.;_. 
who don't even understand the locàl language.arè qùfteunfamil,iàr.:wtt~\ôl.ir\:· 
part of the world. · · · . ':,·, · .· ~ ...... 

This presentation has a very restricted scope and 'its aim 1s to furnhtï.you . , . ·. · ·1··. 
with some background and information. · . . . · · .·. . ::. : · ' · · . ' . . .. •, .. ; ;, ..... ·-.~·:··( ~· ;-<~:-: ... ~---~-. :·. ·..._ ·. 
Sorne words about the "revolutforiary milieu" in Norway. In 1976 âj1uftèilàfgji\--:·O: '::.,. 
number of people were in the process of breaking wfth leftism (ma1nly)triarctilslji) · · :· 
and gradually constitùted themselves tnto a marxist milieu.· Oùt .of thif'. ·c. '' · · 
process came some small groups adhering to revolt.it1onary pos1t1ons~-'.DeVélop_jl')g,,_ ..... · ···. ;-· 
a certain actfvity both locally and international ly we ended; up _w1th 0!'1!! · ,,, . · .· · 
?~~:u~r s:b~~~p!~a~:r~~~~p) ~al 1 i ng the group Konununis~hk ~~~a_gandat~:~ }~~~--)· .. 

In Scandinavia there were a series of cenrerences betweén·1.976.:and 1982,;:wtiêr'~:-:\ 
different groups here in Scandinavi a took part. At some of thes!! contetericès .,~. 
the ICC and the cwo took part. Towards the end of thf s period the lCC sectfc>!'I · · ·· 
in Sweden was formed. · · · · · · · · · 

The KPL and most of this Scandinavian m111ec.i disintegrated. Todày: we are'.' · ·· : · · 
only two comrades left here in Norway who hold revolutionary posftions,ând' who·· 
wish to do something. We constitute no group or circle, but we meet regular11y 
and have a certain conmon work. At the best of our means we try .té> keep up . ·· · ·. 
international political contacts. As far as we know the other former comràdes · . 
of the KPL neither have a political activity nor want to have one. · · ... =-- · 

t·. 
! 
1 

Our address is: • 
Motiva Forlag 
Postboks 9340 VAlerenga 
N-0610 Oslo 6 
Norway .. ,. 

• - • ...,,.- __ .. ,M.:.:.o• ~-r~---- -: ...... .,... ... - ·= ,._. ~ 

The Black Death (1348-50) led to the practical extinction of the Norwe.gfan ,. 
state as an fndependent state. FrOIII then and untfl 1814 Norway was I part-of 
the Danish kingdom. In thfs perfod before the fndustrfal revolùtfon the. 
economical development was takfng place mafnly in the for111 of trading a"d .. . . 
exploitation of natural resources such as ffsh, timber, and metals. Togeth~r · 
with this went a development of merchant shfppfng. The agriculture 'fs we,k . : 
becsuse nature f s barren. Only about 4 per cent of the terri tory of prèse.nt · . 
Norway is arrable. There are some larger agriculture areas, but also ]Ot$~Of. 
small plots where a , .. ny coul d hardly •ake a 11vt no. - - · · :·:_: :,-- .. __ , __ :_:• ---:_-î 

' 

J 13 
· 'sympatheHc · to the roovemènt; · the - latter are perhaps more 
radièalbc,t wë'can't say·that neither thèy are CNT militants nor 
they. hà\ie a Jç} ÎJ'i' ~ommoli wit~ the old keepei's. of the anarchist 
Gràal·. ,CNT~AIT is ~ompletely marginal in relation to what is 
happening. presentl:y .In )pain, The~r slogan C and the reason for 
the split · with the I renovados > is the boycott of the union 
elect~on's whjch _Ïhèy have no po_ssibility t,, propagate considering 
their<wèakness in> the. wo·rker. ·milieu;Because of this b,,ycott , 
àc~ord'itjg'to,the 'rei:iqv~dos' tbey have lost all possibilities to 

· : ·bu'ilfa.:rèpresen"tatjvè unlen forèè .. In niy opinion this fai!ure .is 
· ehewhère : the inadequacy of theranarcho-syndicalist projt?ct for 
prèsént ~panish .reaÏityCsëê the .. disc-ussion wi th a dutch conr ade 
abovê ),My, own pérsonal experiéoce · :.during the last years of 

.· .. fnnqu~sril ,(during· the process o( rebuilding the CNT fr,,m inside 
Spain : ) .. showed . me the rigid ideology of the o ld spanish 
anarchist, · their organisational f elichism ( the CNT 1 ike a 

. c~urch) , the bureaucratisation of the relations and the i ns ide 
struggle. between. the .historie· fractions ( revolutionary 

· ,~yndicali~ls, ariarcho-syndicalists , faists , renovados ,etc 
· ,; i),Strùggies sometiniës .. ridiculous and always sterile and 
discour.àging ;Considering the situation 11,•e can say they have 
dilapidateda militant hc.iman potential which was hoping t,J find 
1n the CNT· and in an~rchism some kind of social-poiitical 
_intervention asidê f romthe techniques of democratic dominati,,n 

· .B~t-- th~.· CNT. w~nts· only to repeat the catechism from the 
·Saragossa · Congress · C I936): for most of the members time has not. 
elapsed,Even now thei_r style andtheir language recall only the 
past, · 

. on .the I rènovados. ' 

The 'renovados ·' on the contrary have accepted participation in 
the factory commtttees 1there they have succeeded in gaining sonie 
delêgates,Difficult-\.o- know the exact number of their militants 
(perhaps 5,00017,000 ');lie have te consider that this union like 
other unions is .obliged · to help its members on sna l l juridical 
problems like contra~ts , notices, etc, ,which often need the use 
of a solicitor ,Workers àpply rather for that kind ,,f help , 

·paying monthly dUe!'i rathêr thali as militants ,The 'reMva,fos' 
have plàyed . this role in attempts te become the 'thi rd force 
1, Their 'ràdicaUs111 i'· follows the attempt to recuparate the 
di~con\ent (partl~ at· l~att )of ~embers of the big brothers (UGT 

·. and CCOO),Thè s~cctss Qf the 'renovados 'lies only in this factor 

r 
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SEAl:'in Bartelona which was_'for·mer.ly:?.a'tC.COOf.9a'r\)ortr'~$~;'.:ârièl\\hi \·) '., 

--~::t~-!~~! ·. ~~~:~~: fctaou~:j~~I~::~!tM~tt'.fr&;lg::!ti:~1t{:\tt{l;ff-}::: . - . -· 
militant activity of the CNT·:B0th._ùnion~)â~.'~.igtlijij~.--irf{~-g~~ë111~Til::i.'·~.' ::: :. 
in .w.hic~ because of Hs. llieàk: repr~5:ê~~~t1*·~:}~_('.C.~j;:\h~f_)~~~-t? :··· 
marginallsed . The worker~. were, ve_r.y :~1.sappoi11ted ·\lQ1mec!laEelyc -;-: .:._ : •. 
the ÇNT began to question.· the.)egalJty.::of t~e.'fâc{Ôry~\Ç9.~.m_t~t,,f'._:; .': .· 
launching a petition calling for·: new ·electiotfs.,Afler ·>sôn\ë.:·; J .· 
juridical peripetiès and to the :st:.rrprisë:'.or>thè('.'b.ig··., -. "i.ûîï'~nf'·( :> 
which had underestimated the reàl possibilitiés cî('a·smâi.Y?.êol'è j > 
of militants a round the CNT, at SEAT,· -: ne1,r.:e1ec-Ùons0/g~ve· .\hè ::/ . 
major ity to the CNT, Everybody following: the· uryfon_:. b.Û~~âl,lcr~_ts ::/ .. f · 
agreed to consider this success as a'n eeiph:enomenon-,Biif,the';.ÇÇ0.9< :.<,., 
national secretary came to Barcelona' ·to sermonis.e.Jhe CCOO ·sE~t:< > 
leaders who let themselves robbed of. the hegemQliy. :in th1Lîriosi ;-.:,­ 
important and prestigious fac tory of Spain ;The day :8.~têr )hl: · 
elections , CNT delegates were called rn • bythe' top: manag~H(ànd· 
so· recognized as democratically elcted interlocutors . .:Thëy _wei'e. 
even offered a trip abroad to familiarise-· the'mselvèswith new 
working conditions and modern technologies,etc;, bht soma·~onths .. 
la ter , when the management tr ied to ·push through . a >1· 
restructuring of working-hours , the .· CNT. _organised a. 
mobilisation with a strike and a huge demonstration in Barceloni ·, 
at the seat of the catalan government,The Volkswagen president C 
contr~lling SEAT )d~clared _that discussion was iinposs_lble with .1, 
certain forms of unions wh1ch threaten the peace of 1ndustrial. . 
relations ,Of course ,the CNT must push ahead its radi(ali~m a~ a.· 
mean of. gai~ing so~e inf lue~ce an1ong t~e workers ,Thoug~ a very · / 
small ninor i ty , th1s union i s present in a lot of confhcts and. i 

in some factory committes of big industrial firms or services 1 
(Renault ,Post Office ),There is no doubt it repres~nts an 1 
alternative in a period of relative expansion though always on . .1 
the band wagon of CCOO and UGT failures,ln fact the only ·1· 
possibility for the CNT to expand in spanish social life is to 

1 conquer the syndicalist support from workers formerly supporting 1 

CCOO and UGT both now too close to factory management , ~I .· 
}I 
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:· .·· .the.: destr~ctioil qf ~u · ki!Ût~ •. ot d.eteriJ).itïi.st -pheno'11i!na. 
Jh.é~c~~si;-.;~~:~;;~t1•-~f:,tîi~'~o~~~-c~ss in.~hè U. S. S, R. bas never · 

. ';; ~e~# desèribed' any~h~_:a:·ê t9 th.~- dây,: :ê~ t:h'a\i'~ no doubt that it has already 
)/ rJ~-~hed v~i-y hig~"lë;~t~ ~iîd thât it 0tuii0aàs~edaii 

irréversible character .. 
·, --~~~ :~·~~i~u~ii~ :~~é' ~t ~roi~~a~iari aj&~an~~ty a gai~~ e~Pttalist planning - this 

" '_' iè :th~ ·r111a1 anlitio~~ ~po:rt~rit reascci!i :to~ the ünpassibilitY of i>tanning in the 
: U;•S. s'. R/ it~·~- bëeh the·'~li.j'oi~:fÔrc~ pl"~tnptüig the rapid changes in the top 
. · .. é~li~Îona ~f.the Rusë_râ~ ;\Ü~ c],a~s 1~·favour of. so-caüed reformera and push- 

• ~Jh~ ~apitali~(ç:la~~ -.~lorig the: -p~th of "éomplètèly ~ve~hauling its traditional 
• stràte:g!ès of cla~~ -~t~uggle,·. wh.iéh fui.vè failed miaèrably. But that in itself can 
. b~ no reason for alloking oursel~es to bé fooled by the endless stream of Russian 

.• . ·. -:. ·.· ·,' .... ·_ .. ·. · .. ·.· .. -. :. ···•· · ... · . .: . ·. . . . 
propaganda :since Gorb_achev c~me to power'. Nevet' .in Russian history bas plan- 

. ning played ariy· effé~Ù;e J:'~le bècauae_ it bas .always beèn planning of a purely 
fi~titio~s- ·system gdv:ë~iied b; purèly f!~ÙtioliB lawa. Any talk about the shift from 
pl1uming to a greater: üse of market mechanisma can only be regarded as pure 

· nqnsen~~- Plé~ hlî~ s.lwayè been a l~fty matter restricted to ivory towers . . . . ' . .. . ..... 
of pianning ag~ncieè. a·nél ot.Mrwis/'u';«mportant for thè development of everyday 
c~s~ struggle, whilè ~~ntraryio à widespread myth market ~echanisms have 
always existed abundjj.ntly (includµig of coursé mechanisms of the labour market) . .. . ' .. 

ever stnce the breakthrè>ügh of capitalism in Russia. Such market mechanisms 
don"t have t6 be created, they havé only to be acknowledged. This is what the 
RÙssian ruling class has reluctantly done in recent years, ànd in fact only partially 
and half-hëartedly. Thé fundamentàl question, however, will not be if the capi­ 
talist class of the U. S. S.It .. will succèed in introducing or acknowledging mar- 

. . . -~-- . ket niechanisms bècauaë they'"are indëed very secondary elements in any capi- 
talist society. The question will rathër be how thé Russian capitalist class can 

. . 
possibly survive (with or without Gorbachev, that ia utterly unimportant), 
squeezed in between ~he rigid demànds of the falling tendèncy of the profit rate 
and the threats of another léap in the developmènt of working class spontaneity. 



'• 
-~~~t:~~;~~t~it:r~,~: 
an empty Shell,· ,and 1t lS no longer·pc>s_sf~}e•tO !~~~ ()f::'- ::~Je:;·,t~eo:l!i.>\'" ·,, 0..'~}! '/ i/; ,':,:;; tfjrtJÏfÏ~}, tri '51l.lll!S-h '.}'ài)1)Ûp,·"-·'. ,relatiOriS., .. · h· t. ·· d: • · t ... b .. ·th. 
e'!ltcept in a formal way. It follows not'o~ thatwë·'are ,coti!r.'(lilted ,'wiil).'-f '.: ~: .. '-'< .,.:'i,-,:· >.: ;. "<·· •. ·,' ., .. ·:• .•. : .' I": , . .:,,- .. '. : .: '· .'· · .. , · · .· . somew a_ 1 S ur S e 
ah exp1oitat1on cif 1abour·power·wiiic6·1s'riii>~.~-'è~fr~~t1J~~i~i,iw4'f~:.(:: ·:,·, .\{i:\;: :._;'•·:;~~Y,r;n~en\ ·iYh~·}l.~..:~~r!n·(~~ ~e_tw~en, ·t~e · governrnênt. ànd the big 
The suppression· of any possibility for .!h~_::w·ot~ng::_c~il~'. ~n.d:~~ ;t,<iP~?, .: .... ~ ·: :· '.·. ·}/t·'.):·<:, ::UflJ~,'l"·':~'~.04gp: r • t~Ares,Jn.st, ,J. i kl nd . of . spec t;acu 1 a r c omedy , a 1 so 
t ~on as a w hole _to influence eve~s' op~~y ca~ows . ~Urt;a_~cl:'tt}:~ -1,rZ'~t~~~~\ :_, ' : .'·~·i/(:f{!;.,. ?"-~P,,,,';,~'' :~~~ . ::: .r.e.a l dt f JJt;tiJ'. tt .·. t_hey . H .!14 1 n : ' Con t r O 11 i ng the 
hty to unfold wtthout restraint, and}~a_ds. te, az~p~:t.:o.~·''!~,~·}tt-~~\ll·;,, .· ,· . ;.;:,!/ :::·tr ·-,:;;::J·,~'.~-,t.J~:!'Ct,~_i.~:>l~f}~·\Y,' 1t,J v~o11r: i In: my opinion , the CNT 

. ~:~.:~~ .. ~od;:::::.:~:f ;F:!:2r~fr~~f,~1r rs;)·••·r }tJ[;;1i;;:;:M~i~#:1~,~;r ?!h;::~~1::~~~: ·:m:~~:~;:·~:~:~t: 
It lS really ~ard to believe that someone Hke .. ~9:st~ti,a~is ('r~c,.sr1.~~~9;;~e ~~:·'\\ · .. '\';~:i(/<f/!pr,~~~-~~- .·by .J~':>.ury,ion,·,,.Jhe:_:P~èsent . COillplè:dty of the 
solutely typical for most of the rest of le~1s~ -~~i:~ng:on_ ~~es,~. ~a,t~~.r~- · ,:/\f :}{t:;:;el_J_J!o~1..h1pJ,,~~,~,: t~e. )l;~, J,!n~on~, mariagers and the gover~me~t 
who has always tought tenaciously - at least on paper ·- against.dete·r~tni.am·~nd ... ,\·,, ... ·i. :-. :·:t ..' hou~-~- :~~1 .. ~ye~ rore ... c_~~pl~x w.1th _this CNT presence, Perhaps th1 s 1 s . . . . . , ... ·. · ... .,, - .. ·, ,>.: .. , .. , .·~· .. . : ·· .. /··· ... _e r.ea .m.~an.1~g ~f_ the df!t(s1,on of th~ Appeal Court on the 
in favour of creatton by people, against organiaat_ion and in favç,u,t: of sgo~arie~ty. . ... , ·::., · propl'letonh~e. of th~··name and historical possessions of the CNT, 
of people, should be able to descend to the lowest leyels of themos]. primitiv;e · . _,,. .... - . , . . : . > , · · • .. : · :- · . 

aeterminism and organisationa1 fetishtsm wh~never h~ ta11c~ abc,ufthe'..r~tfl· of tµf : • :.·: 'Fo~ )~.a~•:; th,\_two·· :CNl. ·~rà,9~n, <AIT and. 'renovados ' ) have 
. . . · . . . ". . , ... >: · :: , · .. · :·;, t~1ed to .g~_t .· ofJi~iàl re·ç()gn1tion' .. as heirs of the historical 

working class. ln fact thts is not a matter of a_ few carefully Selected -~it}ltiOllS., .: . .',Qil!1'.ChO~!iyridiCa.Jist lliOVemènt . Jt \tliS .. re th b l i . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .,o an a sym o ic 
from his works, but of a general and permanentattitud~. ,lliswrit~~~ liibo~ . :: ·. <: '},!9i.:t.imib.ens5rlné~ in::, thÉ( name and its historical identity 
with contemptuous, derogatory, denigrating remar,ks on the \l{Orldng èlass,: a:r,ict :' '; : . ':'·\ :: be_c~q~~ :H: '.~at )~~- ': resv.tu_\i~n ,of . al l . the' belongi n,35 of 

. . · · . .. . . · :, . · ·· .. · , ,._ .. ,org~n,is,a_tions., .li~ktd .. to ·the; hbertarun movement (CNT FAI 
they are a single hymn of profound admiration for the lunitless ca,pab.ilities of 1. . ., ... ·._ Aterieums · >tàken by 'h' f. ,.· · i t ·. f.t ·. I93i:I ( • . ' ' 

. . . . .. . • . . . . . . . !' .... -- ·.· . , ... - , ", . .. -. . i. e .. ~sc !i s a er . J according t,:i the 
the bureaucracy in therr ruthless efforts at subjugating the working class: 'l'here, · ·· . · ... , CNT".'~lî, ~e~eral · :mi 11 iards ·pesètas ) , End of march the Central 
is no question for him about the desirability'of human creative ac~ivity, of hum,à.n.. v ••• M~dri~. Court dëcid~d thàt thé 'hi.storical I CNT-AIT ~nly rnuldget 
spontaneity, but unfortunately this stupid and \inreliable w~rking cla•~-h~s ~evèr · ,.: _·. : ... t~;~ offic_fal · reco.~nition,~think it is a P.olitical nanosuvr a 

. · .. . .. ;·> .... ·.' ·· .· . -.:-· ,umin~, to give tfle name and au the belongings to a mar,3inal 
and nowhere done him the favour of demonstrating such creativity a.Jld s~nta_~eity, . ;< · i : . org~nJsation, lîké ·Jhe .presént CNT-AIT : there is no risk of a 
except perhaps far, far back in the fifties in Hungary and Pcland> so he wà.nts to 1: .· ·• . renewâl: of .the ànârcho-syndicalist movement , In fact , the CNT- 
make us believe. Wehavebeenfedwithsuchstuffforaverylongtiin~byail·_ /: , ·-.~_IT_has·110 pos~ibîlHY_Of}~OrQa~i_si~g itself even with all the 

. . . . . .· .· · . . . . ... · ... ·.. . . ,-... .. · .. ~oney_:: U m1ght get for 1ts bel_on.g1ngs taken by the f r anquist 
kinds of Socta'l-Democ rat , Lentmat, Trotskist, StaUnist, Maoist ~te. pret~nders_ . I ·:,',:. state· On the othèr hand· · the cour·t d · · · bl t th . .. .. . , . , . . . . . . . , . ecraicn 1s a ow o e 
to the throne, but endless repetition hasn't made the argument more acc~pt~ble. · •·. ··, ~enovad,os · .' · : th~y have to thaTige thèi r name tak ing unti 1 thei r 
Spontaneity and creation would stand Uttle chance in the u. S. S. R. f if th~ir d~- , · nex_t · tongr~SS thé. name of CGT -General Conf ederation of 1,forkers - 

. . · · . . ; . . , . . ;having llliHed ne\( f:1-na:Me which 111ould have helped them to bui ld velopment depended on Indivtdual people, preferably exhorted by the1r left1st , · ·up .. the· unt .. n· .. 1. 5. , ... 1 t. t t·i. . t t·h 
• • · • ·. · .. . _ 1 . .·. • . . "' · .. · . a~ .. ns 1 u on a . e very moment that they 

mentors, waking up one br-ight and sunny morning and saying: Lets be ~ponta . !;· m1ght,. h~pe , to b,eome : the·• 1 third force I among the union 
neous ! Fortunately capitalist society have a more reliable and efficient ineèlla- j 111orl~,wh1ch .lS. their more imrnediate aim ,. 
nism for producing spontaneity and creative behaviour - the falling.·tendenc·y ~f l · 
the profit rate or, in other words, the inevitability of class strus-gle, Qlice ag~in 
it becomes clear how senseless it would be to preach spontaneity. agâiruit . dè~êr,- · 
mini~m since they are tied in a dynamic relationship which hi~~or~c#Uy 1~,d~ ~o 
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:.:·:%~/{:~~;~Fis: DIRECFOEMOCRAcv··REALLY' POSSIBLE=~? •·.·:<J;. .·.,····· '.:· "The. b;u:e~~crac;y_ càn.at any. mo~ènt •statically' use ~hè means of ~ro- 

.. .,":;;: ~hi;;.~{~ •• ,~ aQQ: ;~~ .~~ihi~ -~;pei:i~\J~~·iïâùao' s.'ëtall.r. i .. ·. ,•· f ::r:r~~~:!!~~.;, ~1:~•:r-:·~:~ ~~~~:~:::~: .. 
. · .:-:: ... Party_ · Mondoper~io. lau~~hed ,a ~1~;H~s}~n, ondhe,- problem ~J,;:the · , .. It cl!:Jl_decidë ~i;i:ibe ·m!ane aim~d. at ext·racting surplus value. from t?e 

, _·_· .. Sta~e among soc1al1sts ,: communi_~t~::a.~d:.l~Jti~t.s in publi_sh1t1~ an I working_p~pµlât~<>D:.i?~the:,1:·a~~ of,this surplus value and on 1ts destina- 
· .. · ,. article. f rom Prof es.sor . Norber.to-:'Bob~ll>. r_a.-Jop figure: among: the.:, 1 · , tion (çti. ita· distr-iqutto~ b.e~ween bur~aucratic consumption and accumula- 

. Î ta} ian pol i ticàl ·cufture; ,· asking·:· t~ei: qÛ~s{fOTI. : nfilhaf a're . the · . [. . ,.. tiO?i ·,s Well, 9.8 ·o'n tli~ ·otiè~ation of thië accumulation. 11 (Le régime BO- 

. alternatives;' to the .· rèpresentaqyè~ ,d~"iàoèr~~{'.:?H I Af.tèr i{. qyfék" . ,J:.:. .,.\. cial::_~e:i,~:Russiè /îh~ :~Q~iâl}lègiine in ,Ru_ssia/' p. 5) 
examination of lef t. a~d r.ight' '.a~g~T:~Mf)~g~.inst de_~ocf,fêy": trj , · .' ,·. 0 

:_ •• • , ~id_ently C~sto_ria:i:H11 <ioës~"t_ hesttà.te· ~o èopy and ?resent the wildest tales of 
general and representati ve system Hl:/ par,::·,lCJJl~1· · , ._· B0bb1o:. ~ho_u11.·. :: , ! ,, . Rµ.'s'sian propaganda,,~s .if. ther, w:ere pure ànd plain truth. In fact the capitalist 

. . . .JdmJt:th~.conc\usion,_th~t a. ·.J. .· .· : .. ·. / . ,_,, .. .-:., · .· .. . . . .. · . . . . 
11 It is the democratic rebuilding :.yali<Fan,d ·convilic ing . :· <of ._ .. l : .. .'. c::a.:ss in the y. S. ~,1_R., ~~\l'er,-~oes what .it wants and never knows what tt does. It 
the whole Society through family' ·-alte'.rnat.ive does noJ· exist . I .:·: . -·~ws bothh1g.~ither ott~ à.,tnbiguity ot its ideology or of the ambiguity of its po- 
school, 1//0rk~hop , office ,.district .. and.·. tha.t: evèn those war1t1rjg · .. ·. -1• . litics. Ii has nô' me~~- ôf -~~c~ping ~ro~ this amb1guity of its politics before the 
commune , reg1on and of course the the. rad1ca_l man emanc ipation-·. , 1, · ·· · 

State 1//hich gives the key to the· .. beyond. 'political emancipa- ' - Ir 
answer for the dual crisis of au.; tiori:·should accept and defen~ . [ · 
tho:it~ and responsibility, repre,ent~~ive·demo~r~cy as a·. i .·· 
S0c1ahst Par_ty , 1980 : nece_ssary prepatory st~p; · <f 

. i 
.J On this last point everybody agreèd 1riith th~: ·e_xceptio·n' 'of ho or . 

three opposing voices:l/le have to · be_:. resolutely ' for 
representative democracy and again.st direct dèmocracy, ' 
We are used seeing leftist movements. and:. left intellectuals. 
rnoving in this same system of references but ~dopting a r~ve~se 
position :we have to be resolutely for· direct democracy and. 
against representative democracy, It was .· alrèady the choice . in 
1968 and it is still the choice of the lef tist movement to..;day, 
as we can see when considering the comm'ênts in the alternative· 
press about the events in november /december and January 86/87 in 
France(student struggles and SNCF str1ke ),No other position 
could be seen,What is remarkable in the most recent comrnents is 
the certitude clearly expressed by some of them that there is a 
real historical tendency toi/lards dir.ect · democracy in working 
class struggles, I will try shortly to sxpl'a in why I think that 
direct dem,,cracy has nothing to do with the self emancipation of 
the working class (except for the fact that aborted pseudo direct 
democracy experiences ease the self emancipation process),that it 
had never existed and that it was impossible to practice it in 
the post war period , 
1 - Representative democracy does not exist and never existed 
neither in working places, nor in any other place ,either in 
France or elsewhere,Among the structures built to limit freedom, 

complète destructipn ~f th~- câpit~list iiystèril - which ià of course not in its own in­ 
.• terèèts sine(! tt w6uldtniply 'us disappëarance as a capitalist claaa, as a ruling 

elass. An absûrdit:y?~ot ·greate~ :t~il. the .âbsurdity of cïaes society, of social 
. . -~ • . . ··. ·'t • . • 

a~agonisnt ~nci êlasë 'i1trùggl~/ ~Jdderi behinci these am.biguities and being their 
: d~è~st cause. Ici~oÎogiêaL~~ politic~l ï,1.01biguity express the same truths about 

' .. '·ca~it~list. ~o~ietyin'the::ù'. s:-(a°,': 'Î'heté i~ a social antagonism between the ca- 
pitalièt class and the: working ciass. and the claès struggle causes this antago- . . ~· . 
niam and thèse classés to vanish. 

Do the analysés of Ca~toriadis and other leftists provide any insight into what 
happens at the level of clà.ss struggle in the U. S. S. R.? I am afraid, not. A 
single page of the Mos~ow telephone ~irectory contains more useful informations 
on the working class in the U. S. s·; R. than all the writings of Castoriadis and 
other lettists (and he wrôte a làt, this Castoriadis ! ). In fact he bas very little 
to say about the working class and about class struggle. To give a few examples: . . ., 

"Its essence /hè writès about capitalist planning/ consiste, as with ca­ 
pitalist production, ilr'rëêlucing the direct producers to the status of 
simple order 'takèrs, orders being given by a peculiar arata which fol­ 
lows its own im:erests. it (La ilociété bureaucratique, vol. 2, p. 279) 

"The stable and immoval;>lè êruu:acter of this bureaucracy in its totality 
/---/, parallel to the·totaiitarian stru~ture of the State, removes from 
the workerà all posèibilities of having the slightest influence on the ma­ 
nagement of the economy and of society in genèral. The result is that 
the bureauèracy alp~ in its totality decidës evèrything concerning the 
use of the means of production. 11 (La sociltl bureaucratique, vol. 1, 
p. 251) . 
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~~~re th~y r:info;ce -~a_rih'-~ther\~-~-:~~~~~-if b.,~~;~~t~~~~f:~~~~.~i~~è·tp. . . : li .·, ,';· · {/: · .· :·. : , par l iaMents could be considered 
stop the fall in the rentability ofi~t!St~é~i(whi~b)s'j~~Ûhë!~ëù:loin.:e r~s~lt· ... : _. ,: !'.We: .~~niged to· be .l'n.ited to act às t~e most important.Or\ one 
of the mechanism's f~~cu~ri'irig. M~~~~~~;~-~~,dti~~~:.:q.6;:~~bi~~;i~:lp~;ti;lzig:::th{/ · ~t ~~r{s~No~d;~ut. the_ LU1ions _, did ·hand · .the soverèignty of those 

. . . · . ·· ·. ··. · ; . · :--,::\C:, <,.;}: :f'::.: · ','} ::, ·: 1~:··() ··:: "; .:,c·t' ,· .. · _: :: -" _. . : . , , . g_ive ~~ }h_e answèr_: w~ deserve: · supposed to be rèpresented i s a 
. or igina of thts developill~~ lD:a,p,o~~~~}>f~~~n.:1~~±,!.i~~:~.~~.!1:,t~J9 C~~! · .: . ·.·. ':, P- •. Wè de~erve· thèll\ .to_·bt -i{ke· '4~1 . pure fi.ction , 1he electorate ÏS 

·· · ·.,· · · -· ··-·· '°·-·., , .. ,:•·-·.··'""· ·.·;-:.::- .. ,- ..•. ,-. ,:· · ·" ·. · · · ·eerhaps-that-wtU·harm the pre- collection· of· éxp lo i ter s and 
have seen, is part of the d~-~r_ÜcÙQn,'9(.~api~:~H~~!:~~e:~\~îi~,µ~··f.~tt\~;:~-~~ ~:.::/ : . : . . ·. ~~O(ùttt~n; Iia_drir~Jùrü- wuf. expl-0itèd, of rulers and ruled 1 

surprise to discover the sap:ie kinq 9_f ~nft,!gui~i;9n;~~~~:l~tJ~~ll~y.~~ti1,i.l}h~'.~.ê~ .:;: pè _g~oû.Jo'r synd_i-Ul~-sm.u., ·, . 'o.f assi$tèd and assistants,When 
tivities of the capitalist cia~~ •. as fÔµ~\;tth(:i~_~o,~~g~é,~;J,i.~Î{pti/~~~:.;;~.: :· ·)•. ;'.:~~ts i~rië9~è·- ~/apr;~J. Î987 ·, .. · .· sov~r.eign people i s a fi et ion , 

· .·· · ..... _, .. · :. ·,:·,:··.,:. ---··h·'·-·, . .- ,:~n:,r-· · ·' '· .-,.,,. · . ..-.·· .:·, then·.·thé delegation of this 
there is no doubt about the capitalist çlas~ fn thë 'Q'.. ~. S~~/~dè#~ttg- 'P#~èiîie .O.b".' . '. · .. ·. '· .: p. ~b .' p··1· .;: ;-~ ·· · '.90· v··e· reig. l'\ty ·_ t·o ·:a: 

9· 
· ·· · · f MP, · · th 1 · t · ·.· ·· .. ,·,,:.····.·.·?::;·,:::·.,·:·'.·:.·, . .:,r ... ''.-' -, .-::·.: .. :.·.·•··.· ...... : :-·c; c;11·. •• .·. roup.o sine eec1on 

jectives (above au regular _increases t~·t.he ~~t~·,.cf ~x~J~~~-~t~opt~f9~gh:tllJiing ... ' ' .. , ~nd-· î~e ·peôple's represent.Uon are fictions too,On the other 
the level of productivity). If we consider the ~·~1re hfstofi-of: ~apit~ii~fn in.the.. ·: . -<. <. ~1,tld i~.~J; .. )>.<~(t.ly .: tr6m :. this: fiction that par 1 iarnent draws its 

. . ·· .· · ... ··• .. ··,·•.· i :··.'.·· . .'':.:.·.·:.;.:,:.··· ... ·:., >.·.. . '!<.·-.'illlag(n·•rf> charactér. 'of· ··. a .. democràtic institution 
U. S. S. R., the captta.ltst class, in particular in its bolshevist.form,· bas made'. . : • ~ ··ip·;, · .· ·.-,· 1., .. ·t .. ·d· ..... · .:· - t.. · · · 

1 • • .. ··. · ... ··. :··· · ··,:: -~-:·· ;:' ... ·•.· · . ;.·· ... , ·:· Il~ .• 1îlgpar ,1am~n .ary: .: ecuuo~s· o .appear as lega and right 
good progress tn thts field, even ifm?re.slowlylh.an its \V~~er~.C.-~1?1~titors · .. F. . .~,c1sto_n~: .. lnd main:l_Y. to make these decisions compuls,,ry for 
and some of its Eastern competftor-s as wen. On tl\e ·othe_:r h~d, tbe:pc,ltcy of 1. : . eyaryboq•,:. ·, ln th~~. pro.cess çalled consti tutional i sati on of the 
increasing the rate of exploitation ~ontributu' d1~~ctly'..tc>'~~~:·J;ii ~hh~ p~~f~t . . l ; '· : ::'. ·. ~~n·: c?ns~it .. i'9nal it . 1$ not iinport.ant. to. k no\!/ that par l ~am7ntary 

. . .. · - . · ·. · · . : :<, ;. ,: ·-,: · .. 1-::_. -: ijec1,1on~ are t•k~n _ _.against .the w11l of the people's maJor1ty or 
rate, because rt constantly reduces the possibilit~es 01_~81~-:1~r~g labOUJ:'., the j:> àgafost. ;:it~ ... 11\ôré ~lèmenhry needs ,Once the legislative act is 
main source of surplus value. Of course th~se things h!LV." :~thi~ ~?}?. eit~el'. ·l · , , . >v:oted \';thepopµl,à.r. .. wH 1 has ,o f ind i ts i imi t - espec iall y the 
with the divergences between the 'centre' and the :.•periph~ry• of :tJte c;apltahst 1·: :: ' · .. ··'.·· ., .... · ·. , .. -. :. : ,, , · .. : . : .. · . ., . ... . . .: .. · 

. . · · ·· · · · ·: .• , . - · . : · .. · · · •.· .. "Thé LCR · brought thé -ev i den ce. in the SNCF 
class or with interna! confhcts within the capitalist claaa,: and it .is impossible l . ·· ,.t· ·1k· '. · ·. · i.t· h .. ·th··' ·· ,-· .. · · · th' t· 1· h i t 

. . . . . .· .. · · ·: .. · 0 ;. , · · •· ·· _ , .... r e. as w .. e young·1 e ·. eac ers, . 
to understand them on the basis of a primitive sociolo~- ~rpow.er. ro~er in it- .~ 1 . . ~as able .1 wit.hin thè limi-ts of i ts for ces 
self is an ambiguous element in the contéxt of class r~latioîis, .·arid polit~cal am- J· .· .. · · · • to· .·he.lp'. the p1•ogress of the movement , i ts 
biguity is an essential feature of the capitalist cla~s ~ee~ init~ totâutfandits. ·. ·1· · coh~siôn .and i.ts de~ocratic organisation 

. . . -· . ·. . , .· : . . , . . . ·· The· LCR wi_l l ·. do everything te go ahead 
unity. Hence a second conclusion: What excludes an,y form:-of·capitdist_.planning • / · .. · with the bullding of a !'eal iforkers party 
in the u.s.S.R., is that the capitalist class, by its very activit;y, sabotages not !· con~idering self-organisation and workers 
only its own plans, but also and above all its own future, tiie'fut.urt! ·~f ~apitalism. ·1·· dem~:ràcy as. its· ·main tàsk ;." 

· · · · · • Dos,1~r Rouge ,n'21 ,2eme trimestre 87 
If it œn be agreed easily that the capitalist class is una.ble to organise product­ 
ion, it cannot be denied that it is equally incapable to organise constraint. The 
only thing it is really able to do is to organise the destruction of càpitâlism. 
Nevertheless it would be aberrant to think of .the capitalist clase as 'dêciding' 
on its activities and 'choosing' between possible alternatives·, as Casforiadis 

implicitly does: 

limit of all forms 
of resistance-within 

the law ,Executive 
and judiciary power 
are there to control 
it is respected,What 
remains of democracy 
is the ~egular repe- 
tition of pseudo­ 

democratic rituals: 

èléctions of represeritants are widely spread : in f ac tcr ies and 
ofHcès·,. in schoolsand universities, in Social Security ,in 
·parties and unions , ln associàtions etc,,. ;the electoral battles 
bétween several groups or individuals : 1•eports of responsab la 
people J:broadcastir\g of debates on radio and TV,,, 
2 So why Hght for or ~gai.nst a representative democracy which 
doès not. exlsi .an,d, l• _.impossible in cl.ass societies ? It's the 

.·, .. seè-ret··_of thè.Jéfli1t_.111ovèment,What êxists and is perfeclly 
~pd,stble and.Jj a ba~i, need fh a capitalist syste~ is: 

1 , .. 
,.· 
1 

1 
1 

1 
i. 
1 
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18 : a) the ideology of 

· representative demo­ 
.iracy as w~ kno~ it 
well:popular soverei·· 

. gnty,popular repre­ 
~entation throug~ 
elected MPs,division 

, of. powers , the legal 
Stàte ,the principle 

·--o+- legality , the 
'public character of 

.· State affairs, equal 
· and general taxation, 
human and citizen 

"For.the LCR, self-org~ni~ed ~tructu~es 
and strike committees are, à superior: 
form of unity and workers democracr 
These committees are often lead ·by 
militants or most combative workers, 
they have to represent ail workers with .. 
their opinions and organisations,,,, 
Because self organisation allows to see 
the emergence of some elements of 
alternative substitutes for the union­ 
bureaucracies and to settle the supe­ 
rity of direct democracy forms, 
D,:,ssier R1Juge , n•21 , 2d term I987 

rights, ta quote only the most fundamental ones , 
blNon dern,)cratic State power whose only task is the mediation 
between two antagonistic classes to maintain the capitalist 
system's stability(mediation is something· completeiy different 
froro State neutrality or autonomy both imposi;ible to exist); the 
instruments of this power are schocils and universities , army , 
police, mass media ,justice ,social security, etc,,, 
Linked with the rules of a "representat~ve democracy i_e~en the 
very existence of the 1r1orking · cl~ss is characterised by 
illegality ,Its organisation is already given by its situation as. 
a class the unity of which being always reinforced by the cther ,- 

class activity ;its· 
"Other povers 111i 11 take ever our unions ·· , · consdoi.isness is morè 
if 111e don' t succeed to give them a '.· ·_ . · èlear1y'· expressid 
uni ted stren,~th",(Mais e·ncore ! April.S1>: ~hrough,Hs·cpliecti­ 
"-------------- ............. · . ,Ve actiÔn$,; against 
the capital i st c lass about the rate of: profit 1r1hich is the nervus 
rerum of the capitalist system,NobQdy has a. (hoic.e ·. not to 
par t ic ipate . (except by 9uicid~ ). in thH dajly_ ~t.rùgglè. and a.·· 
separation between economiol and poli.tical · strtigglè . hi .. 
impossible ,Struggle or vote is an riOrte~i1te1tt'·àltérq1live· ·toi 
the work i ng class: a worker can vi,te wtièn he :partidpatès, in : ttie. 
political or union eleètions but he vot111i · -.t.oo ,hen he 
struggles, At the level of State pow~r'( . and of the unions 
too ï , this vote through struggle has a.h1ost ,destroyed . all 
possibility of a media~ion · between. thsses. : 'relec·ti~n_· of' 
representativity,contempt .o.f legality ·.~ •blochde·_q_f St.ate. 
administration, crumbling of ·Stat.e fi.na~Jas;:, splH ·of, tmpJoyeès ' 
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35 
to believe, why net S"nd the oppositional cliques within the capitalist class to .. : .. 
Siberia or, after. the French fashion, to the guillotine (didn't somebody try all 

this in Russia already, without much success)? Even more naïve is the idea of 

a capitalist class simply dominating the working class, and I will have to return 

to that strange view in the tradition of Bernstein-Kautsky-Hilferding later. I will 

suggest a different iuterpretation, coutrary to the accepted myth of power rela­ 

tions, by focusing on the old-fashioned and (especially in self-styled Marxist 

circles) very unpopular idea of class dialectics. To begin with, it seems appro­ 

priate to remind the r eader- that capitalist planning in Russia is determined by 

some kind of illusion, while the economic activity of the capitalist class in the 

U. S. S. R. is determined by the falling tendency of the profit rate. This implies 

the existence of r-egular and permanent divergences between planned and actual 

activities of the capitalist class itself, divergences in all spheres of social life. 

The most apectaculae instance, and with enormous consequences, is that of in- 

,.. 

' . 
vestment. One might think the capitalist class of the U. s. S. R. to be capable of 

investing morè or'..less exacfly the capital envisaged by the plan. Experience 

shows that practicaÙy ne~er (except by chance) does it manage to achieve the in­ 

vestmen1:·1eve11:{envisa"gedin the plan although these plans in themselves may 

well be aeen a.s cë>herëut and ,logical enough (whereas Castoriadis cons id ers plan­ 

ning fothe U': S. S. R·. to bë e~sentially chaotic and irrational). 

This is, hbwever,.1:>ut a preliminary aspect concealing still the basic problem. 
. :· .. ', . .·:·:. · ... ·. --. . .. ··. 
St~cking to the, e;xan1plti_ ot investments and their results, there is no doubt that 

th~ ·ç~pJtaiJst cl~~~ i~ th~ U. ~- s. R », tries constautly to Improve labour producti­ 

;ity a~d t~ ·~~Cr!!a~~ ·th~ ~~te: of. explottatton through investing in constant capital. 

But ;~n,we_a~~y'~e the· g~~~h of the national product in connection with invest- 
.Ô' .. . : .. ·. .·, : .• t . • ' . . 

ments, we:find a tell;dency .for the rentability of investment to fall in the long run . 

. +h,é ·capit~list ~~,,s·:bi ~h~ U. S.S, :Et. actually finds itself in the worst of all pos- 
sthle··;itÎiàti~~: ï{~~-b~e~ unablè to maiutain a fast and stable ~ce of invest­ 

'iri;~ (;hi~li ~~~~~,:{~~ick}id.;.'dowri of technical progress and of the possibilities 

.·~ prodµcing i:e1-tivê $~plu~ ~alue ). It has been unable to stabilize the growth 

of 'th~· ~ti6œi p;~Jct~~i~h bas steadily declined, and it DOW seems that Borne 

' :~~tlriit~ it~tts".hav~ ~e;i:r,.~a~;~~ in value production (which means a quick slow­ 

:,i~~:fu'~~:~~~~i~ii'),· T~~e ~wo factors are closely linked in a mechanism, ·.·· .. ·/:-: .. ~---.~- <·' -~-: ! >·")1;> ,~f:.-··.,. .... . ·: ', ... . .· ' 

-~ 



of the fragmentation of power were really so important, as CâstoriadiB" waJttà us . .- - : :: .:· r- ::·., .. 

~ ·-·· .. ,~ . ._- .... ·.·__,.-~-.. . . --- - --- . 
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nrt is said there is a lot of inevitability of direct demo- 
unions militants and it is normal cracy, of rank and file 
that people acting(!) out of the democracy , of assemblyist 
period of strike are to be found democracy or of any other 
the committees,In the same time we pompous concept invented to 
see that ,during the str ika.non dissimulate the actual 
unionised especially young and character of these institu- 
active workers wanting to do sone- tions ··.Representative demo­ 
thing and to organise themselves(!) cracy as direct democracy 
They we~e not like that in the can only reproduce inequality 
place of work and in the struggle of the capitalist system. 
they reveal being militants like b)We are told that general 
ust l ), strike mi 1 i tants .. . assembl ies are set up to pro- 
Courant Alternatif , february 1987 vfde unity beyond the unions 

and political divisions;but 
in fact this unity is a pure fiction, as fictitious as the 
'peuple de France ' which is the basis of 'representative 
democracy'When a general assembly is set up it is said that the 
workers are not yet organised , a naive ignorance of the primary 
organisation built through classyantagonism,workers are 
cons ider ed as individuals without an •)r,~anisat.ion, as an 
amorphous mass completely atomised.So everybody is considered as 
equal , free and agreed and there is unity (because if all 

As for· representativity intercategory the 
c,:101·dinating committee was essentially 
formed with strike committees of Paris 
South-West ,but even so 12,01)0 strikers 
were concerned ( was not it a self pro­ 
claimed committee?);the AOC coordinating 
committee even if it represented(?) 32 
depots out of 94 could count only some 
thousands of the strikers.As for demo­ 
cracy (7) the coordinating committee 
met a lot of time with delegates manda­ 
ted by strikers general assemblies: on 
the contrary the ADC coordinating com­ 
mittee met only' two times and in its 
strike commi ttees some seats were re­ 
served for union officiais who were 

the participants see 
th,mselves as equals it 

is 'Mrmal ' the the 
number of heads is coun 
ted for the decisionsl. 
ihe utmost unity degree 
is when unionists and 

non-unionists altogether 
raise their hands voting 

yes or no ,Fortunately 
this magic transforming 
)fa proletarian identi­ 

ty (basis of the daily 
struggle ) into an 

assemblyist 'autonomous' 
not elected or dismissible." identity of 'militant 
Courant Alternatif , march 1987 orkers' inside and for 

their secondary 'organi­ 
sation' , in the defence of an imaginary unity is doomed to fail, 
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this fundamental fact the c;:apitalist class in the U. S. S. R. knows no more than 

Western researchers ând politicians - and that is practically nothing. 

.. 

Thus the Russian capitalist class bas the advantage of very accurate definitions 

of economic phenomena. , superior analytièal tools, a long experience in criti­ 

cising capitalist systeme, and an enormous mass of statistical data, too, data 

which may not be very "aecurate", but cannot simply be regarded as useless, and 

yet the capitalist class bas been unable, inspite of such ideal conditions, to have 

anything but a completely distorted image of Russian capitalism. Instead of 

deploring the lack of accurate and up-to-date information, as Castoriadis does, 

I suggest a different approach which seems to be more promising in the attempt 

to explatn this seeming para~ox: a discussion of capitalist ideology in the U. S. S. R. 

and its implications. Capitalist ideology, we know that since Marx wrote about it, 

is completely distinct from cheating, error, stupidity, and from false conscious­ 

ness, even if all things could well be mixed with ideology in the same people's 

mind. What exactly is the nature of capitalist ideology in the U. S. S. R. (i.e. of 

the so-called Marxism-Leninism)? The capitalist class speaks of Soviet society 

as socialism, but in fact it is nothing but capitalism, with a continuity reaching_ 

back at least as far as 1860. They speak of a planned system, but in fact it is 

neither the plan nor the market which determines the development ~f the economy, 

but simply profit and exploitation. They present themselves as t?e working-class 

vanguard, but in fact they are its implacable opponent. They claim to continually 
.. ·•· improve the condition of the workers, but in fact the contraditions between the 

,l,-l:fl!l._ ~ ... c.ka 
classes as well as relative and absolute povertyn.re growing constantly. ln their 

imagination there is no room for doubt about their policy having the steady sup­ 

port of the working class, but in fact the working class struggles for destroying 

the capitalist system. First conclusion: Whatever bas been made the object of 

capitalist planning in the U. S. S. R. 1 its character bas never been more than 

that of a purely fictitious1 non-existing system, in short of the socialist system. 

',. 

Orœ more i t must be emphasized: This is neither the proof of a bottomless 

stupidity of the capitalist class nor a very nasty attempt at playing a deliberate 

trick on the other part of the population, decei,ved as to the real character of 
the systeJ!l, nor proof of any kind of false consciousness in the capitalist class. 

---------~ ...•. '·-··------ 



------- -·--·-----------·-·---·-·-··---·•"-··-· .. ----·-··· ·-·. -------- ···- .. _ .. - ..... ·- .. . - . .. -·-·-·-·- - .. --··-·--·----·-·------·----------·· 

32 < Il 
fii~ta,tdfs· 
:.~ ;;;· ;-:/.,·;;;·tr::: 

ton between productive and unproductive labé;,ur:;i_i(any:.'.c:~J>~~~Jèr·~yât'~tji,i_fj;~!i,U~,e.;·.:.>. ·1?-:r;·:,::-·::.>,-: 'iimo'''"·'t•·'.f·~ _: 'fi~ù'l" ''i '·ff ,,:°t' f'· t'h°ê ià . filbi ist d ·· 1 

::;.:~~::~:E:~::2:t~1;t!f !~f f !.';,if t}~1~f f f.J{t1f ltl:~~f hf ~t:J!f ~~~!·~:::Y:~~i::i;l 
::: :::::a:r:::::~:t::::b:::;•B:::::;:l;~S:~:::::::::!_!:T:1:t::;'.· ': .. t ··t :':\t(}:,}.~\··;!!tttf rJ{:~~;~~;q,~;?i~.!t~:1~f 1:JJ;::-et~én:tef~:l:q~,~ht Off 0: ap ~ ,;1 ;!~ ~ 
critical analysis of the Western branch ~f ~apit~Ùs~/Iha~;·.~6 ;do~bt t~{Ü~ê . . · ~> '!':},~~è~•cY~'. ~n.~t~êr'_ ·~êtret, oL ~:h• lèHis~- MOVé,mént . For al 1 ?eople 

.'. - .. '·.· .- .. <·· ·.· ,· .. ..-: •· .·· :-în.br,,.t.e~;?J:n.uat e)(per.iénce~ of· 1d1rect democracy I in the 
U.S.S.R. has always had a much.more reallst1_c .P\~t\;e::otWes.t~:r:·~- ~,~if11~~st '; ,. . \â.;~,~~-~t.;-:~:.,:to.~t~lf;P\'t~:t_i~(\:.;~he/•è. are, a .iet of sHuations te 
economy than the West of the Soviet economy, m sp~te of.al.1 the ~ff~~~. a,q<i n~~- · · : , · , ,tl,l~·Ye': 1 ,111a~nly: lnJ~e P.O~t~ar ·pèri-odoin. France as in England, in 
merous publication' on the part of the C.IA and Wefiï~t-'n: ,S~~ietolôgy.: (Is~"t:tt:sig;., -: · . , -: âê.r~a,~y J( .HL l~eiUSA ·,in•l-ialy. is _·in. Spa_înËven if we can I t say 
T tth tth 't r t 1 1 th us~ R. ~s:"justde.cid~dtog~t.~idof ·., .. ,,.:_::, ~: Jh~tt,~~,!:ie'\~xpe\\ie.n·ç~~ had:,b~!!Jl suff,icie,nUy studied( why look 

mrican a e caprta ns cass n e '-~·· . · .. · .,· •'.· . .·. ·, .. ,.,:,::'à:t·.·thtérèaU'.ty·whèfl.we·cin drêaînn Wé see·tnat the W•Jrking- 
these analytic tools and to replace them moreor- less 1:,y,~h~ _usé~esi t.~1~:0~.. . -. :; .. : ;~:'dâ1s\tn'J~ct'rao1W'idY~n-~èd .:i:âpihUst- èountriés has left direct. 
Western vulgar economism ?) Surplus value produ~tt.oil a_l]d expl~i~ati(!~, _th~· '.. '. · . ..-~ \i\td~MO.i:l'Ïéy 'bthlnd ,Thfs_'.{s :lr\lt f pf. fr_ènch rai 1-ways workers too 1 
nature of peri~Îical crises, the fallingtendency cifthé"profit ra:itë, t~è ·struiiu~al : , . · .>:":· i:.'.:::,:;: ·. ·.:·:,.~:> ·'. ··:,.~'.> · ',: , ; • .. his fortress of the.sec~a~ 

· · · ·· .·. ···._,'..-_:. ·.·.·.·1···;·. , .. ·n-Jti-~Jheflnttimelnfr~nt.ethat Candalsothe unttar i an 
cri sis ot traditional branches of industry etc. in the Western,branc:h otc.~pitallsrn 1: . .-.:.- . ·~/movement: or ~M.s ièipôr tance deve- .· one . > was f i ght i ng a gains t 
have. no secret for the capitalist class in the U. S. S. R. We have seen this over i>" . : ._ lo~s -~n a:,.co1t1p"1 .. t_è,}Uton~incius · way integration ;hrough direct 
manydecadesinthepast. 

1, 

:. b.~~J~J~9.~·t._the:.sa.ll\e}ime.a~tonomous dernocracy. as well.as 
. . . . .. . . . . , org~nisagons:_of direct democracy to through ' represent.ative 

On the other band, it is evident that the ruling cla.ss in the U.S.S.R. bas been . · . control: th~lr. ~trugglê :~Even if this democracy' even if only 
! · . o, a_ttemp~- :was _a: ·partial 'onè,: the .move.;. for· one week or two , a 
lt: '. <. ~-e~.f ;trie~ ."t9' Qei be,yond thi s rank · mi nor i ty of -workers over- 
1 ·' and file ,o-rgànhàUons · In buHding _ looked this historical 
. ~thfr l~\OTIOII\OUS regfonal and natfo• tendency of C lass struggle 

na) structürês;We ca~..s• ·heh some in F'rance (and elsewhere) 
st~p$ :Uwards hhe :f>u-Udi.ng .: of auteno- . We can onl y regret one 
tnous organisation of.,,truggie ·,which thing:àpart fr,)m this in­ 
could oùtlJtie an org-n1sahon of the. flated exaltation of 'di- 
s~dal._l~fé through. tommi_Hëeï ·c10- rect democracy 'in the , 
sely. linked to rank- an.à Hl:e asse!!!- SNCF strike , we have 
bHes, taking .in hand .their own. ·· 1ooked in vain for some- 
int.~'rê,ts .al'l,d .eÜini.n~Ung inJhh . thing on the dai 1 y strug- 

... Pc~~~,~~-·:.~J~,.}~ê., s+r~,t~~r~~. ~-f_; __ !~e.. sle of thé !rench rai lways 
·\ rullng sonety, · · · workers 111 the pages of 

. Liâisons n°2 .. 1986 .. 87 the t,,J ._nRouge ", ,;Mais encore ", 
.,.1,;..,_::::....,-·· -,-- ---,..,'.,~ ... -.,~,·:::_._ __ . -!. l"Q ... ··· ,;Lutte Ouvrière", "Courant .... . . . . - . --· . 

completely unable to use the same tools for an analysis of the cllpitalist, system 
in the U. S. S, R. This paradox turns out to be even more puzzli~ once ~ê try 
to analyse the Soviet economy with exactly the same methoda, tools a·nà· concepts 
which Soviet economists are so fond of when dealing with Western capitaÎism; ~- 

for the sake of the argument it is preferable to use nothing ):lut the very data. 
puliished regularly by the capitalist class in the U. S. S. R., and for the rest 
Western re-calculations have by no means proved superior. If we· proceed in 
this manner, there is only one possible conclusion: The laws of developrnent 
of the Western and the Eastern branches of capitalism are exactly the.same. Of 



Unusual · events 
first- stÙdents. I. then railways· workers:wë·nt'..thâ}r.;?ô:w'hfaû'ton:o'~o'.u·~;;:,,~?f·'\\-'.,.i\f,' 

;:~ed1~tef ii;~~r:s0:s·. i:: ng d:~e~~-~- b:~au~:~Vi~:;rs!if.11::t~{itt~Wt.~\~')):(~i:.:~:!{ùf-':,: 
they .111ent to the highest · 1eve1. of tla$s,:toriffont"•{iQ.ïj}:}thBiJgh··:':'.,~:<,\''.)·.:.,\ ','., 

;~~~ -~~~. \tl~~ion~eil r ;~::t b~~·1.:e·u;0ni9~!~t;'.~10.:~tt{11i~t~tfr:f};~~:?J~,{;}t,J:~:t: 
government, political parties ·, managers and' ulii~n.~AaJ~ogët~·e(/'.<·::,:;'.}'\/' 

A 1 ot has been wr i tten in France about .... t~is mo~;-m~kt:·; Most.· -~H~it. . . 
did not come from the studentss,Hundreds ·of :dif{erent _ le~fieh · · 
poured in the streets rnainly during the studen.t·:i9~~ment;J1..r.om,.·,.::: 
all kind of organisations I schools . ,. sm~l{}iro._upr\'1(i,: 
individuals,Hundreds of articles or pamphlets :ca'Dié ·Q.ut:·frèll(·â·/·. 
wide range of sources during and mainly aft.er: tl11{::'Jj·ec.tic:'-'.p~r}Qd; \ 

it 111as actually a dHf icult task to try to use ~u:rr:i~~}:~:J~ri{,; 
of material to bring english speaking. people · -, cJ!iser <to.'.some 
understanding of what was at stake during these ·two flion~hs'of··: 
'unrest ' a 11 over France , Can we get thi s be He( ünderstandi,~g ; 
after reading this 44 page pamphlet ? Out of these 44 pages ; :s 
concerns the fac ts themsel ves , 9 are photos , · 19 a ~hoice of 
leaflets , 7 comments en this production of leàflets in·.Fr_a_nce , 

,.-:" ,:, 
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·< ,'. · ,) Là .t'(y;Q1~19~-~tpl~~i~.nzi19: è<>~~f ia ·bu~a~cratiè; in: Socialisme . 

· ·. · ... · :. : : ': t),-i: E!~b~~te: M• :;tOJl,996:.' nëwly èditèd iri: La soèiltl bureauèràtique, 
·: · : ', ·: -v~l •. 2.-è:f'#JS, :unàLpi 28·7' ils.·;.. èlté.Hon trom p. 279) . 

·: ... ·~·. _._ .. ,._._·: •'' .,.:"··~: • ,.~·.-:· ,r;_.':; ·1,>:,· :_._'·";' '~ . ' • .- ' r ' ' • 

In.th•!' Sâme dtltt,: -h~,;è.aQ as•ert: · . .. . . 
. ., . .. ·, : . ;' .. . .. : . . .. .; ' .. ~-~ · ... · .. ·: .,_. '·. ' ..... : \. ~ . . . . ', . . .. 

• .... '.'~î.ôJ>~.:~~~#h~. :~l,a,~fi;.g. 1~.J~~~at~1~. wu~ôut qutck and accurate ïnfor­ 
: :; ,me.tio:~F ~rlicuW1t,abc>linh~ të.'s~ts 'of. cûrreiit production. In a bu- 

, .. ·ri;~uç_~,'*1ri·sys\!!'m~ >t)J~ ~ituatioitor iildividuai bureauèrats or of groupe 
\.é;;t ~tµ;-es.U:ç~t~; c>i'lèµ~·this · oftJ1$.t piace iti t·he hierarchy depends on 

:. fh~·.rë·swt"-,,~h~Y:il.;_~v~:iil.'èhiev&d}•,izi reality or only apparently. Unless 
:- _.,._ thè ·c~J:a~ar~~~ .. li,c:1:~~1~aqts tQ l>uU,d a èontrol systèm with endless 

, · divisJ:ij~~;\:1;l:Js):,b_l~jfè~~ost ot.the.t_uneto i'ely on apparènt results. At 
• - t;i~~t j~t ~1i.*Jj9.~~ql \hè q#.ttt~ty• of, production; but not its quality. The 

. . · r.estilt', ia;e,9 ines~rnë Jetldency for bureaucrate managing individual 
:'. -fà.~forièt(pi- a pec::uJiar:bi'ànch Qf the economy to inflate the results they 

. .: have gof .. ; 1n such a. \iray that• central p1anning rèlies for a large part 
. on: imagina.ry figùre.s.·'' (p •. 2Ei4) · . 

. Like the vul~li.r ·ë:~ç;jio~{stè .. fr.cim\vhom hé bor_rowed thé argument of a lack of 
~ccu~tè i11fottii~i~~n:.(ct. A; '::à~rg~on~ A. problem in Soviet stattattcs , in: Review 

· of Êê~~~mié, ~tàÙ~tt~/:âs/Ï,94'.1 /4; A·. _Bergson,· Rèiiii.bility and usàbility of Soviet 
.· ë~tt'sti~0à: A ~~~~-~ à:Jp~ài~S.l,. in: Aniëricail Stàtistics 7 /1953 '/3; A. Gerschen­ 
. kr~l'i; iéua~ility ~f'.So~i~t irici~strial a~ ~tio~l income statistics, in: American 
Statistics.7l~95S~;.,\\ <N~~~. Eco~mic rationality and Soviet politi~s. or: Was 
Stali~ really nece!sary? Lond~b 1964: v.o. Treml/J. P. Hardt (eds. ), Soviet 

· èconomic statisticà, D11rham, N. Ç,, 1972; V. G. Treml, Studies in Soviet input­ 
output analysis, New York1~77; A,; Tretyakova/I. Birman, Input-output analysis. . · · . · . . · · • · ,..66,,i 
~n the USSR, iri: Soviet .Studies 28/.1976 /2; borrowing by Castoriii.dis of course 

It is a hard work to discuss in some lines what was lirritten· in 3 
pages on the student movement and in 5 pages on the railnys 
strike , Though this last text vas the translation from a french 
pamphlet (!'SNCF-décemb1•e 86-janvier 87 )i t cdntains as many 
inaccuracies as the text on the student movement direct[y ~ritten · 
from english sources,Only ho examples of th_is amount of faùs · 
that would need corrections ·. 
1)".,,students have to be criticised,.,they cJaim they 
are'apolitical'though all their leaders are fo~m~r leftist 
bureaucrats, ,," (p 3 ),This quotation can only give a wrong view 
of the movement,Student unions are very ~eak : for instance the 
most important universities of Paris (VI and VII )regroup in·the 
same location (Jussieu, ) 60,000 students in the very centre of 
Paris ~ all the students unions compete in the elections. for 

"' 

only from the first threè Ütles, the rest for compar-Iaon of the argument), Ca- . . 

storiii.dis remai~ completely on the surface of the- problem. The availability of 
information, whether suffjciènt ~r· insufficient, whether accurate or inaccurate, 
whether quickly or· slowly available, ia quite a matter of secondàry importance 
in ~ capitalist sy!Îtè~ •. Su~poa.ing-tor a moment that the capitaHst class of the 
U. S. S. R. could really comma~ sUfficient, accurate and rapidly avaflable infor­ 
mation, does thiâ ~ake us beiieve niore ill the possibility of a higher degree 
of rationality in its politics?-111 gre~ter r~alism in its central planning'! In a 
greater impact of planning Oil èct>no~iè and social development? In all three 
cases the answer _è~ bè_ oniy, dëgative. Reprding the probleni as to how plan­ 
ning works in the Ü~ S, S. R. , ar~um.ènts of a lack of accurate data do not ex- 

, plain ànything at all. 



., ·.>:{:-. !l'~ '.:.:-··~ :.·., .. :··, /.···-... ;· : •• · .. · •• ': , ••. • r . . • ·~ ', 

. 'iiêati ·,iJi·,thë ·:Üfl~,~-rsi:ty '-èQUlltP!i; Je$s jhàrï .5% of these .studenls 
; :'.°{'(o'.t~i~~ànd_)~é-· 'iftâsl:.irnpôrîai'it: ' u11Jon ,ùNEF;.10.,picks up àbout 
~-.,:: ,3J{a~~ Ih•a :évtg ÎI$$. m~m~ètsJ, Thé. lèâdars 'of . UNE~ .. ID are former 

,·,':(<):r.q~$~[y~sls i:t!J:'(tng ),ô~.èd.1• àl~Qgèth.er f~Fe:nt1 y to the . Soc ia li st 
. ·. ·::·tJ. \\::.-::/:}: ' .. :)?f:5fa/?\S;rrf ~? .>:_:): . ·::: I' '. :~._: :_./:· ::,·PaftyJ~f},r: th'é-\a)rW!'.;~ ;'. ~o~~ .. of them ·!i lt mo.ve. ~i ri:ctl,y to th~ 

Today very few people would be·:readilytool«;d 1>:y~i:ioµiè'J:st<iry:~~P)1.(Uili!:·~~,t7,>:·• .•· ''. '\\: '·/:: :,'t.~lf:.~U,~f,1'~ra~y .. of: -, :th.e;SeJ~·Cou·1~· they,bl!" con~1d~red as leaders 
ance of the :irgi~-M~ry.'_Yet'-a~:th,,~;~:~f\i.~f:;ii~'.ftl~l:r:t~}:J,#rfJ#f~:j{Jir(?: •.• :.·:,: '. ';_:>;:_:;\'/ij~~t11:~t~:~t\\~!~·~\·t:~~~~'-~;~.te:~:r;art'.â{r-te~1 -~~f!~t~~!~~iz!~. 
styled mar-xrst cr-ittcs don't he13:itate to Sl)l!a,~,;l'~S:?lµt~:1.r .. ~/c:~~r~J;,P~~g ;' / ·\;,: .:\.,,::,.,;; ;'.'. man-o;ijla.(ë; ,'.\ht;:;st,rikê :t9llililî\tee$: but: ,duH.ng the ri sing per iod of 
and of "State propertylias if t~~Y,'.,er~ ~:f~i:~~!~~~Jnd:::~~~~~i~W~,f1jf_>~·::,.:;:\.:::~:·:, ,:<::);/-tfüt;i.~~j,m,.~l(.i:ip~~:''tà~:,:·~o le'~l:: contrql l~v'èn. if _:i t· __ wa_s a bit 
( L H berman Màn•s Woridif'dôtiifà~--N~w·Y'cirk >LJiid'ôti)i9'ii'3~'~;:; \:. : r '. . . .:,_; formlh : t;~~Y,::~!!-r~··· O~-Ug•·d, ;. by, th~ ra~k'. ,and, file· pressure te 
see e. g. · u • .. · . · .... · .·:::'.:·::·t,_/· -~'.'·.·, :.''.''}·'.:,;·J::\: .:})'-'~:\-:,'; t>: · '_,::} . :/,f tè~~~éi:aH.::ti_g·ij(':ol. ;pçH:UJ~t · involvemèritL ·if . they. et t ectively 
285 ss.; J. Fantham/M. Machove~,:Tne;Cent_~1:7:9~i~e.~n~~P,~~\~i~.f'~~~?~~-'.:~. ·' '.:;_,:_·\i;,;.:))1,1l~,~,:t1'1f'.,d~Jti9navatio~s:Jt1lt~ the:·polic.e as well ) the first 
1979; E. H. CarrfR. W. Davies, Foundationil of, a' !>1!1,_nned·Ec~~onfy,~_ ~92~~_1"!129, .· .: _-_-i/>< }ibJ9·';dé~On~,trâ:\"ions e~caj)ad _.tota]ly -thé ·organizérs and Went their 
vol. 1 and 2, Harmondsworth 1974, 1976; ·M. Dobb; .Sovie~ ~-c:~,i:iô~ié D~\r~~OJ>-'. ·. ' : !: .·. '. :' .. ,···>~~ij)iW,i, ,: 's;, ·.: . r . :' ·.:· :_ • << ·. . . . ' . · .. ' . . . 

·. · ··.. . ,._· :· · ,,:: .:· .. :. ·,·'. <··>' . · ,· .. _· '. -.2~\ ... ~The- .. -NCF. C.Natio.nal Society· of French Railways ) 1s an 
ment Since 1917, London 1948; C. Castoriadis;' The So~~al:R-~~i~"!-.[~)}~.~'~'. ; . · : ·: .'_, .. ·ënbèp_ri9e with-ove,r SOS of: H~ capital nàtionalised, Its private 
in: Telos 1978/79 and many others). In fact the,act:ual 'content. o(t_h~ê:eJ~~~~· : . / . . . . . . ~hare~older, ·. ,· not: . bèlng a maJori ty have. the incomparable 
about central planning and State property, S_UPPO!!~dly being'th~ ·~s.sê_nè~ :of a: . . ... : :.· :' :a~v~~t.~g~· ~èver Jo_s.fog ·a~y. raoney:. the State. àgrèes to cover any 

. . . . . . · · · .. · .. ,.· .. ··· .. ·-;.:-~:-.' ... /··•'.· ·::··,·.drop:in-the revenue frqnrtheir sharës," Only onecloud on thi s 
soctaltst soctety, 1s no d1fferent from the tales of the. '\7'1rgin_ s appëar.a_n,c:e.. ·,· .. · ,. :t··hQU ·h'f'·.-1: ~ ··1. i'i api..··- ,,.·t · .... · -.1·1· 1·183· . ·. 'h. · et , .11 th . · . - .. · .... (·,. :,-: · .. -·.···· .. ,.,->.::_·~ .. -: . . .. , .. _.:·: .. _g . .,,1f·•.-ar.~r _u..-:- .. nce. ··, ~e . ..,a~e o\llns a ~e 
The widespread incomprehension of the w°.rking: of· . ~àpit~is(~_ocf,t;t._iil ·: · .· ·: ·: '. câplt•l of.thâ.· SNCF :~htèh ·no ·longér ,hàs priva te shareholders , 

. . . . · ·.· · : . .,•; . ,,.,. . · 11 . ·. 'li · .. · . ._ ... . · .. . . · . .··. ·.· . ,, · . : · • · 
the u. S. S. R. reaches its highest level when ~xperts begin to SPi!,a_k"ôf a gap . · . .. . ..c•:' . , : · .: , . . . . · . 

between plan goals and results, and of the: ;,building". ~f- aStat·e.· ~à~ita.Üs~:~ocie-:-: .· . 'It Js inipos_sib:Je: to )~ :a~eàd .fike this:· :; we wi 11. fi 11 more pages 
· · · ·· .. · · · · l ,: t~atJhe pamphlet• ~tself ,Anyway. , I w1ll mention (p 21 ) an 

· r incredibl~·ço~p:arisqn ,~~tween. the English and French middle class 

1

. . . : .from \l'hith' l draW:. the.tonclus1on that the aut.hor needs to learn a 
, .,._: bii more.on treencfr-.social ilistory,On this point about sources,! 

.· . 'will':.e_rftiéize as wèil the ·choice of leàflets which could give an 
1 .": · inaccürate vie.vi' o-f t!,eir -i'éal meaning and implications , I will •I ·• _s~y_ 1119r·~ ~t the end o.f thfs review when dealing with the general 
: · d1scuu101') of these movements , 
1 

· 3 o:.: 

:. .. ,. . .·::·.: ·~.: ... 
·,. ':-:: 

ty because of certain changes in juridical categories. 

I will deal here only with the question of centr"al planning, taking ~~ a .. iJt~rting 
point a text by C. Castoriadis, claiming to be ~ritic~l but in fact W.üstràÙng · 
well the impotence of leftist radicalism (not to speak of estabU~ht!d ~oÎiti~al 
science, history, economy and sociology) ill graàping the very essèiice o(thè 
capitalist system in Russia and the laws governing its devel~pment. Analy~ing 
the problems of making planning of an entire soclety work, Cast6~iadi~ êx~ 

plains: 
"At first, the ruling bureaucracy does not know what to admini~ter; 
the reality of production remains unknown to it, becausê this reality 
is nothing less than the producers' activity, and the prQdÜcerè donot 
inform the ruling class, whether private capitalists or bureai.icrats, 
of what is actually happening: Very often they organise thèmselveà in · 
such a way that the managers cannot be informed (to avoid their In-. · 
creasing exploitation, to express their antagoniàm, or ~imply: b~cause 
of lack of interest - these are not thetr problems). 11 (C:. Castoriadis~ 

~ 
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The iext .'Falsè Start ;h~s a very definite position on french 
· studènts .and .,·on · thé-people whô were the most active in t.hese 
events" .et November :..oecember 1986,I Will net discuss what i.s 
conside_r.éd as the· .poli ti sati cm· of the students in 1968 but onl y 

. 'Qbservê thàt, these idea;s express a very pecul iar view of this 
. period,Beyood any Hnd of· 4i_sagreeunt 111ith this point of view, 
·it<is · developed .:hr the ·pamphltt-: to llieet a _comparison 111ith the 
itudent, in·:1'986/ln .19SS, ,_,tudents , , :are the m,)st concentrated 

.': 'refoûnh(torce in sodêly': ,\(thèy) are the social basis of the 
. :· ·, -:.niiw. frenth' Îdèology' ;so'.:,-tô explain' whV:'the évents turn·ed another 

::way:.; >'th11r. pa!ftphlet·•, authors have to call for the help of 
'·: ' . ' .. •, 

' 1 
1 

. 1 . 

, ., 
1 

. . . . . 

/· 
r.· 

. ; 



·v:.:_ ·. ,. •pe,p1e • .• ·~,.=,1•d~n1f/i;':~h;;,ièifi• IJx,r;.,/ .·.•• 
· constant l y opposed by . the: l'hosUHW·• o:f .·:::_tb~\v.a.st.;.~àJ9r1Jy,: Q.f\ - 

. sîudents "f n their. attempt .·to;.:-t)s_e::_~~··reformtst.'.~Ôlôvèmèntt~t::â:;:. 
pratext to demonstrate thei r: dissaüit.àcti~Tt .~,·;wi tf:t.off poinf.ol/ 
view I they bring to the foràfron·t -'th_è·'·most ·$~'cÔndary·evenlsr'ai:ig. ·. 
doing so I the text misses completely Jhe "!issential. char,aéterl oF . 

::·.: :~::·:h::·:::: 1; 
11::::~h 

· ; ts ign,:~.:··:: ~,i<ti v1~ :i 
the 'students ' in this 'student iaovement· \:: thé\:'J:i~ôpJ~.;-:\:-T 
striking , demonstrating , fightingïn-Jhe str_èets·,R9Ughly.'1r.1eit~n:, 
di vide the 'students ' in France in four_ catègoriès::i:·'.·):}'/:':'.,'.::/, . 
1- The students over 18 followi~g-·spècial"schools\'for,:J~p.ë 
managers, top civil servants,militàry and politicians; }héy, wpl,.; 
become as the text says"our enemies ": and. wère · not ëo,frer~ed- :1 
neither by the reform Inor by the movement, It was diffèrent '·in . 
May 68 but we can't tell more aboutit here, · , 
2- Students in the universities beheen 18 and 25 
3- 'Lycéens ' in general secondary schools beheen I6' and · -18 
supposed to go to the university · · · · · .. 
4- 'Lycéens 'in technical secondary schools who will ;never:go J~ .. 
the University but directly to the·factory or office:or fo.the('.' 
dole queue (most ,Jf them under 17), . ·• · . · : ,.: 
All the 'students' classified under. (2) ;(3),(4) were: active-jn 
the movement but in very differtent ways,Most concëjnad by th~<·, 
reform were the "lycéens" under (3) : they_ gave the movêment its; 
dynamisrn , its size in numbers and in geographical scale ,The: 
'students' under ( 4) be cause they were al ready c loser to _ thè l 
w,,rkers'acti,Jn , were more radical and contributed to reinforcê. j 
the more general aspects of the action ,The text does not mention l 
at all the fact that the student action was widespread all over ·1 
France and Mt limited to Paris as we could believe it to have 1 

been fr,:,m tis partial report : this fact , a big di f ference wi th / 
1968 was certainly an important elemen,t in the government climb - 
down , 

Even if it was a very limited example raising some doubts about 
the real number of 'lycéens 'having written this text, the 
!eaflets of the "LEP électronique "(technical secondary school ) 1 

expressed s,Jmething common t,J this category of "students "and ! 
s,Jmewhat different from the other categories,But , if we insist l 
on these differences Cand even more if we develop the prejudice 1 

that the "students " were "the most concentrated reformist force j 
in society ") , we d,)n't understand why this "student II movement, i 

1 
1 
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".. sti 11 ' vangu~r~_i~{ .pè:opl~: !'li 11 y ni ll y brought themsel ves · to a 
. _.: :.phint ··w:here thty'-' ~é~e,.'.e.quâ_L t9 anybody .else i.nvôlved in these 
: ', struggles:<Th',·r-a·ja~ Jlready a :stfong téndéncy in 1968 towar.ds 

· : .. : , · th_is pârinf.oJ'.'âH .:Hoq. of , leadership; .this tendency is even 
· · , i;tronger inJ.986,,an(l•:~11. wba) happens 111ith these leaflets is part 

_,' ·ofH ;. -:.·: ·.;,~ .; :.· • . ,: ·. _ .·· · _ .. : 
. the're îs no::fivolt.i\foiiary iaodë1,What has hàppened in France as 
\1ell âs '111tia.t.: ::h~f,hap1>'en_,d .In Englarid i!i part of a world 

· situà.tiori,Wôrkers' âr ··stucfènt'f re~ct .aètording to the pràctical 
. sitµàtion they· find' ln~ othefr tountry 'and the form of the 

rèpressiOn_·ttlêf hàve·•:tcfcopè_·wJth ;lt ls interesting to folltJW 
thé: têxt ·in its· âttempt- .to:draw â · comparison beheen the action 

·Of theFrench .. and_.Englîsh prolétariat, Nevèrtheless I we can't 
oppose . thein .• ~· ;W"heri jf. Pf ~ritten that uthe UK has become 
increàsingly a basket-càse society 111 where is the difference 
with other ~orkets :!wfth Fr~rtch workers? Thé English proletariat 
blocked in. the -:union slraight Jàcket (even more since the last 
labour laws>·:ha_s. np otl,er. possibÜities than wildcat strikes I 

violence·, iJlegàlity ,With soniewhat different forms we coul d 
write the samè·fe>r.the French proletariat .the problem in not to 
look fot th11 /përèeption ''. oJ each other proletariatCfor what 

· pUrposè ?)bu( toi:try to.-undèrstanèl how eàch proletariat anseers 
.te the same.:pr~ssur11;·of world: capitalism and to sort , am,,ng 
differences in the·Jôrllls of pèculiar struggles as well as in the 
daily permanent strugglE!, the common denominator expressing the 
generàl ~èndenc iesiof. the class struggle a round the wor ld , 

. . . H,S -10/87 

JLil . 
Rebuild America by rebyilding Laboc Cin english - copy at 
Echanges ) _ 
This·article written by E,D, Liberman dans le NY Times (8/l/89)is 
interesting in two respècts :on one hand in the analysis of the 
present structures ·of American productive system, 011 the ,)ther 
hand in the proposal · m~o meet the interest ,:,f capital te keep 
highly paid skilled employees and to change its attitude to 
unions which could bècome- precious auxiliaries for managers , "In· 
the industry the di~ect labour amount only to 101 of the total 
cost in average but-it is only this labour that is the object of 
3/4 of the n1ànagement êfforts ·)Jhich means that 901 of the real 
costs includlng tethnology, capital , stocks turn over a11d waste 
are practically not ~ha~gad ,nThe conclusions gives some unusual 
advices to the mànagers on what should be their fac tory po l i tics, 

'(-, 

... 
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~a ..... :.·~.,. . .:- ... , ... , ." ,.·-·.r .·.·~---~:~ .. -:·~.,.;.> .... ,,.·· . , . · ..... , . ·. ... . . 
remain thât of·what every'-'leafleterJ cànsider·as t~·e:1·ro-1e·',of.'-: :· ·::···-: . · · :· ùnified·such··aPP.•r~n.Uv .. stpara.te~ uteg~r1es in the most immense 

. a :1eaf let, Ttie authors· are.: not ve)'y :Fié~:r:_·:about}:tb'Éî'.\if~ief.':tf :- .:· , :., .'.. ·. moyement 'Qf yow~ifavé( •êê~ în~·,Fr~\ïi:e .• . . . . 
. their relevant . question :abo_ut the :lole 'ot<0~fiJt@ri:: .'J~•ôi'f·:'. . .... . . :,--··0, )he ·:9ov~rn~,~t.::·,p1~1,cr:·~llië_êf àt rtinfotct.ng the doininàtion of 
. 

11, "there I s never been a. sur e.: answer' :to·,'th.i~~:". ··;y :,abQ~f::'\ij~ ·: ·\,, ·. ~· ·: è~pH•J · ort ~ltê._,)n,1VeUit,y,;\.~n )lJ·-~eoplé - wo.rklng · iliside the. 
"historical influence 111 "canOthëy serve as0·modêls forAhe\fqtur,ê ::'.; , · . .:- ;· :,. · $th9lar .sy:éJ.to;)asr,,f:1.,t.ùdînt/.,.TMs·. dôdrtàtion has already taken 
1" ; to say at the end thàt 11the questiori'}eq1H:r·ej :so~étti'.fiîg\m.~~e;)::f· .... · ,i:~$.i~iout fÔ!mfJn'.:th~::)â~;ti:,j:rlhgJng_ ab~ut. f proletarianisation 
complex that can be developed hereiin·this te~t-;'.('.,. · :•>/>,:: . .'~:,_··.·:/:'.;·::,_:, i~ ·. ·:·· ·· :of the· st1,.u:fen~:g,,_î~ê;J,tUd~l1rlD~Ve!ftéli~t .at the same.titne both shol/led 
Actually, the authors have the aris1i1er·· in,·their,. ~ltlll':-tè~t-;o~.:on•;-;:;,.~:.:<.: . ·. tnis pro.lE1~ariâili$•U-ô1(,)t1~>wa~ _·posdblé b~cause it formerly 
hand they told US about ''the directly -:fùnc.tional 'purposê,:'of::_the:·.;.:.·;~·,./ . · .. , .ei<Jsled,îhè'h'.:Jlghf/'.,'./.,évep,'/wJtlj Jhe. pécUlhrities. referring. to 
leaf lets Il produced by the french. rail wàys, Îilotfèrs ~jbu.f'.aùtâ~ay~:.:; '>), ' ·;: > ·->;· ,· <c .. èaêh_.,categor.y·o.f' ~t!,Jd'f!!'!h .'c.91,rl.d -~e· jôi n~d by the techni cal schco l 
they don't check who are the·pretended. "ràihays WO~kehi:.°co.f'·;Mijt.:: ... ,; . -~·· ' . "\ .. ~tudenïs- and··,o.; é}(pan~::_w.fda1y. ,tt w·a~ :evidènt, 1 throughout the 
of these leaflets; they don't t~{ to _s9rt' behêen···:,tbé'.'<.· •: . ,trûggle, ,,:JM·t·thf:l'Iy-ct,ns.11)1er.e rnore radical and far less . .. .. . ,... 4• . . . '.·.. ,. .. . .• .· .... ··' . .. . 
strikers'leaflets issued for the real .immégiate prac_tiè.a_l>:ne,d(·· .. . . 'disciplïne~'.'}~•n':the.·ontve,rs.itY' itudents;It Will take tco long 
of their struggle and the far more numerous ~eaf lets· _iS!jued by. _ ... · :t~ el<plain :fl,r•· ·thë. ~l~let_tiHl prôces$ between the bureaucratie 
all k inds of vanguardist groi.:ps or individuals,Ori the other hand; , ·, . êontrol. of th~-moV.'l!Rl_ént ~nd its .evJdent autonomous tendency.From 
they have a good analysis of this "particular niilieü •. fr~m)hHh · .· .·. · this"· -procé~s· ·. ~.prarig ': o.ùt. ·. th~ pôlitical radicalisation - of a 
most of the leaqets came.Not being very certain of whaJ could·.:bë: · mincirity bo.t~ J'n :tné/stree,ts: and il'I. the spontaneous organisation 
the role ,)f a leaflet C and apparently · . though not openly ·; · ·: ·of the st.rù,ggle" , >·~ . , .. '· ... ,, · · · .... 
sticking to a kind of vanguardist positiô\1 ), · they·.had .. so~e · .. ·.· . . This strùgglé-. ·coulf':.bf·supp~~ted àrid joined as well by the 
difficulties to move in the avalanche of :leaflets tcimi11g::'.nïore':' >.:\ .· · :. · ·workers bëcaûsa:'i.t·:hafa:.proteta·riàil charac:ter,The 111orkers'unions 
trom the student m,:ivement than from the ·railways ·str°ik.t\-They-tr(:" . · _ leaderi ·~erë-~o,iùiri•dovs/oUthfs ·situation that they persuaded 
recognize the fact honestly though ,stopping half wây_: o.f-··(· : -':: :: · '. .thé g~verrimJtiit àbQyfJht:pClS~fbiJities of à generalisation of the 
complete expl anat ion of this phenomenon ,What they criti~ally sày,' . · · movement · ,rr_w.~s t~f.~gh~;t;_ Qf, 1968Cthpough coming in a very 
about an "overestimation of the situation "is still contaïn~dfn > cdiffer:ent way )· that::bro·~ghtJ~iiï clÎmb ·~own , not the "not se 
their ovn text when they 1i1rite thet in 86 11there were· relatively'. mini rioh/1 .Praîsed .. by the pamphlét: this apparent capitulation 
far more situ-influenced tracts and far less leftist tr'acts'1,They . in front of thë· siree:t demoilstfations stopped the movement and 
don't see they have got mainly the .· peripheral- the spreading of the ,tr.ike ;We' èould agree with the authors when 
leaflets(distributed worldly by the individuals or saal I. groups. . they say that.· H :'is.· riot · what people thînk · about the F1•ench 
having pMudly issues them ) and have not at al l got a ·huge· .. student ·moveniènt that··c.oûnts and that 11against their intentions , 
amount of either leftist leaflets or local ones C from a school I the students· ènc-!luraged a Third Force h,But it is difficult to 

· for instance ),The content of these last leaflets was_ very -11 · follow them on \llha·f they_ càll • the practical effect of Chirac's 
traditional I even very poor and except for the leftist groiips., · • climb down on 'the wo1•ld (eg Mexico , Spain ,etc,,,)", It ls 
ni:,body cares to send them abroad, · · .j already difficult 'te ~ .. ee this effect on the railways strike in 
There is some truth in the conclusions of this last text when it .··. 1 France ,As we· said , ,the, movèment was only partially cont.rolled 
po ints to the kind of "competitiveness" between people from this '! _by the students,H h,a.d-i!o~ all the virtues it was given by the 
"particular milieu II aimed mainly at "keeping a name in rne_dia reports ; _but these pretelided virtues made an example and a 
circulation ",But are they not going too far in a kind of salf. successful model of !lihat it had notactually been, 
fiagella~ion ?Beyond all these rel~vant but part_ial and p~culiar I Even if we coµld_: so_meifhat f-ollow this copycat sxp l anat ion of the 
e:<planatiom~ , _we have t.o cons1der t~at thi s explosion . ~f · 1 other mo~em~nh_ in _France or in the world , nothing w,)uld really 
lealfets , 1n spite of the 1ntents of the1r promoters or of the1r. · .be expla1ned,All thèse movements of ~tudents or workers could be 
content , tried to achieve a communication and to · bring a' · . linked tieèàÙse thèy hàd thê same background: the resistance to 
discussion both as wide as possible, It was surprising to see · · the domina.ticin of· càpitâl(the ~·niversity poli tics in different 
that most of these leaflets we1·e anonymous ones ,signed with. countri~sis for ctpitâl paictof.th1Fgenéral process of formation 
nicknames and did not give an address for contacts.Most ·of these •· of tne labôûJ force_: l;The direct· d~mocracy of the student 

1 •.' . 
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movémêiit ·and· the··-au'tono'1119us' ~trîkè of' ,tnê ra)lwlyf.wo.r.k:}1.r.'f:ha·vtï·-:::: v. ,'. .. beca_use the w~J\kè~s : ~ill_ h_ave. to . considèr new f,:mns of 

• • • .... • • • • - • •• ~ • • • • ~' '""•"' , - ~ ,1. • • ' • • • ' • . . • ·. • • • • • • " . . 

to be. consici'e:red not. i~ ·Jerm? -?f ;_inf_lù~n~e_·. ~~~;.:a,s!.::~~e;"_~r.~:n.~\'.~pj::.-\·:. ,"'. :· , :_.. _ _.: a·:_:: -i'ep~7auori,'_., :. · .. :·. · _/ .. ,; ... ; . _ . ·. . . . . . 
. file· answer·· to· this domination al)ct to· .the .. l~çR! qf .:any··.k:il!f',9f'·,.: '.,·. ~ ·,·· · ... · /Train~ o.f }hoiigM_,.;-, .and ldeqto.guaJ pl~tforms '' , srn pages of 
organ1satio.n able t(i .'dèli!ndftheir/môSt/JD.lined.f#tln{~fij_~.~'.,;)&ot:fi;(\i:.:'.\:, · ., .. _: _i:q"rliparl~ori :b~~_wéê.n .. Fr~~c.h'·apd·.B:riglJ~h. workers. and an attempt to 

.. s~ruggles' showed· the . ~ame:~<strong_ 1r1J}l,''(eveh\î'(:·~w,~~·J::n~:~/•)~~y.,/::·;'\;·,, .·• . . . /. : >~n~ly~e ~he'. Oi:~~~l·Qgy;, ~'~~~if:.all, thesè leàflets spread dur i ng both 
· successful . ) not _.t:o-.-tie'·manipulated·:·by "·pol-i'.t:Hàl:.···:or Iùfii.oi\.'\-':./)':-, ·. ,. : ·. < .)l)"oyétaents,· a-r.,- ttthfn,ly' iJiê best 'part. of the pamphlet, Though 

.;::!~~~:::~~~:· :f ::d:;t:~:.1i;iJittfü01hii!f i1!1 it!i1ilti:ttt'i.~ • .. ···• ;,:.~:r7;. ·.. f î!U1{J!1!i!i1~!;Ji~;;f :~•1~:i!;t~~::~k!F~~·:~:i:t: 
expressed the_ same th1ng,B9th mov:emenJs.,a~n\t.\:·re.ally:_,c·~PJ.:-;eaç.h:(::-;.;~,; .'·' · .. {'. move~tnt a_n9:of:.tbt_' 'ml~.1.eu/J.rotn wh~re all the maJority of the.· 

· other : their torm was the re,su1t ot t~e s~m.e\g1o_b~t}~H;~~;t;1~nr-f:,_;;;.-_\\f.> ~ .. , . · \: ,._._; .. 1~,uets c,111t:: .• r~9.t1gh:.,:th~a-_,tl!xt·op11.oses. what comes from this 
!Je will oppose the same criticism to the conc.lusi~n .of::.thè'.J~icf<.·-· : · · ... ,. ,_ ... , . }par.tj_tula_r .. ·!fltl.iëu· ' :,to _thé lèafléts produced by the French 
on the raihlays strike:9Thr~ugh _its:- ~xempla:r,V::::;qifalt~y}'.::)~ë:}::::"''. '.' ·. ·. ·, rau_wavs. 1110,rk~rti"·t.eUi'ng àtu.rately the last -ones"had a directly 
movement has created in this c'ciuntry )ri incoinp~f~b,lfp:r~êé~~iftu ;•.;::::_: .. ;?: : : ·. furydional .P~r·p~s.e: ~- .. , .ff, h.f h. the mo~t important of these 
Cunderlined in the text l,It is true that -for:-the:f.,i~$i: tim~. in'·,: . · , .. :_ :leaf.l_,ts(and ~vèn to·mentiQn_it.):,_the leaflet issued at the very 
France , a national strike .began , ·spread :a.ne! ·,01ia~i.s~~t~~~élf · · ·. · ·· .· .. beginning.· ~f. t~(.t~il:wày~_:·str'ike by' the Paris·Nord dr ivaes , 
cofupletely outside the unions,Could we speak ofexempl'àritV:or of ... -'· reproduced ~nd distribute.d spo"ntanèously by all railways 111,)rkers 
incomparable precedent ? I.Jildcat strike were. not·.:an ëxc~ptfon ln· '.'. . . al l ôver Fran'cè~ whiéh wâs .àc_tually the very beginning of lhe 
France; what is really new is the self.orgariiiï'a~ip~:·o( 'the · .. ·s~rike ·,à.f ;~:çi"'rse it' hà!i::,à,' very ïnateriàlistic content , not 
movement as the text explains it, If it happens i,_hêwl'ter~, i_f.will ca:Uirig lyrica11y; f~r-. r~\io.l1.1Uooary stances, but why is i t net 
more be the resul t of the same situation . ( ~iorkers having ;:~ô;:b~i ic1.· . 'wôrth, Jo be ffif!~tJonedt •. , .. ' ,: _, .• .•.. 
thei r ovn organsiation for lack of sômething elsè ·~elp{iig);hêf:to Aci:ordfng, to:_ the>tèxt; thé' léaf leh produced in France 11,,, are 
defend their interest ) rathe.r than the copyin·g of an ... e~emplar( ·_better than'."any·such leaflets.prodûèed by striking workers in the 
precedent,We have to say more : this rank and· ffl~ a1.1tono1_11ous" -•.· UK 1r1ho , nolrl'a~ays -, hardly ëver thiilk it worthwhile putting pen 
organsiation failed because of the impossibilityJô';bulld ·a: ·to paper .. ,;Thh:!as,no-t the càsl! in the period fMm the early 
unique coordinating national committee and to esc•pe -comple,tel{ 60's to 1974 l\lhen they were quitè a number .. ,After that , despite 
the union dorni nation, \Je could di scuss how these ·: hif problems the intense _. stl'ik~s · , · therf s .. been .a vi rtual silence f r,Jm 
were closely linked and how the unions can have managed~(-ith thi .. ,. ~ struggling workè~s ·in, the_ ,UK on this written level,, ,",The 
help of the direct police repression and of the, goverrimént. .· 1 explanation would be in th11 .. evolut_ior\ of the rank and file 
manipulai ions ) to break the str ike, A government ,deputy< .. said . · 1 movement, , i ts· ato~i sat~on: · but the. text jump sudden 1 y to another 
expressly after the railways strike :"We were lucky whenthê.CGr·· l point:"What the-fui:k di:Llealfêts matter when in terms of sheer 
CCP dominated union ) succeed to take · the. control ·pf: thé. , . >I ~ . vandalism thé . UK has the most . violent prole'tariat in 
movement,From the moment this union was pushing this strj~e into ·. · •.·. Europe?","The.very 1:lestrc.icUve real movement in the lJK certainly 
a political one I we were rescued: the railways workers stopped· :' ,,,influences ea_c_h _rebelliôus. sector,.,,",So no need for 

. . .. • .. . . 1 

their strike because of that ," · · · leàflets? Another que§.t.ion comes immediately:"Can written thewy 
Government and unions are thinking of this "exemplary play . a part in . · èhanging ?H 111e suppose gaps in 
precedent"for the future strikes too,They will take (they have consciousness,unconr\ected battle~ , etc , , ,It is evident. that t.he. 
taken ) measures to prevent them to follow the same way,Of .. authors think · that · "writtèn . theory does have a concrete 
course, they don' t have the cont.rol of what" could happen; They . . hi stor i cal i nfluènce •: i t i s i nteresting to observe tha t the 
can'.t remove the economical press~re on the workers whi_ch was the ·· ,. . _exampJes given refer only to the student movements and not to the 
basic reason of the _workers action ;on the other hand ., : th7y l worker movements,It wiH ~eed along explanation (an historical 
can' t prevent the unions to play the same role. bec_ause -. 1t 1s , and structural one ) te br1)'1Q some _understanding of the existence 
théir funct~on in thi~ society :t~is same _situat~on will-·br.ing · :.l ~f .s~ many le.afl.ets ;n. 'Unions· , pa!ties , groups or and 
the same k1nd of res1stance , 1,111th certainly d1ffeunt forms · · · 1 - 1nd1nduals activitie$· 1n France,îhe 1nà1n question anyway W•)t.!ld 
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