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SPAIN Cultura Libertaria (Apartado de correos-
1687 - Vitoria 01080 - Spain - in Spanish)
‘N° _13/June '88: Lily Litvak. Anarchism in
Brasil. Review of publications.

Odio al capitalismo (Hate for capitalism - AVVN. Apartado de correos 25-
27080 Lugo — Spain) 'This new publication will try to get out each 2 months.
By the moment, only in Spanish because, to write in another language is im-
possible. If you want to receive next issue we can interchange out publicati-
ons. In this way these ones will be out more cheap for all, Ok? If you are
interested into receiving -it, you write (to the above mentioned address) and
tell which is your decision. The price is 60p. each one. Greetings'.

La Estiba - Voz de los puertos (Boletin de la Coordinadora Estatal de los
kstibadores portuarios - in Spanish) N° 38/June-July '88: Teachers strike.
Information about the Asturian ports. Restructuring of the Cadiz shipyards.
Industrial relations in the ports. Working agreements in some world ports.

CANADA Open Road (Box 6135 - Station 6 - Vancouver-
BC - Canada V6R46 - in English) N° 22/Spring
'88: The politics of bombs.

HOLLAND An imaginary museum of revolution (Jeffry
Shaw & Tjebbe van Tijen) Nieuwe Amstelstraat
70 - 1011 PM Amsterdam ~ Holland (in English
and French. A project to celebrate the bicentennial of the French Revolution.
200 Monuments, statues, sound images, dramatized presentations, etc.. about
200 revolutions from the last three centuries.




BELGIUM A Contre Courant (BP 1666 - Centre Monnaie-
1000 Bruxelles - in French) N° 2/Sept. '88:
On the content of the words: class, party
and factory. Poland. Burma: workers struggles and laboratories of counter-
revolution.

GREECE Internationalist Bookshop (B.P. 10022~
26016 Athenes - Kallidromiou 40 - 14473
Athenes - circular letter) The 'Internationa-
list Bookshop' belongs, as a means, to an extensive effort to accelerate
international contacts, this task passing necessarily trough communication
on an international level and interchange of studies, essays and documents.
Our intend is to present a collection of documents, as complete as possible,
relating to every anti-capitaliét, anti-state revolutionary tendency both of
past and present, regardless of language or geographical position. Apart
from books (which are always difficult to find, whether in new or in old
editions in the markets abroad), we are particularly interested in having a
collection as complete as possible of current international material including
magazines, brochures and tracts.
Given that a like effort is quite new in Greece and that we stumble over
countless difficulties such as a non lucrative enterprise is always bound to
face, we are by no means in a position to buy all this material beforehand.
We hope that there will soon be a growing number of people interested in
reading and even buying regularly the international, anti-capitalist, anti-
state press. Consequently, we invite any group who publish such material and
share our opinion concerning the present need to edify a solid basis towards
the extension of international contacts, to send us copies of their printed
material of any kind us undertaking the obligation to return the money to
them from the issues sold at the end of the year (or at any other time defined
by them) and from which money we are not interested in withholding any com-
mission.

BURMA Killings fail to deter any angry people:
not whether but when A detailed article on
the recent fights in Burma (from Far Eastern
Economic Review/August '88). Copy at Echanges.

PHILIPPINES Poor get poorer: a worldbank report paints
a grim picture for workers (from Far Eastern
Economic Review/August '88 - in English).
Copy at Echanges.
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CHINA Fish out of water - The military looses the
prestige it once enjoyed (from Far Eastern
Economic Review/August '88 - in English).
Copy at Echanges.

GERMANY Un_rebelle dans la révolution - Allemagne
’ 1918-192] ~ Max Holz (Spartacus - in French)

Autobiography - youth, war and revolution
with postfaces and other documents.

COUNTRIES - IZTOK (BP 70 - 75563 Paris Cedex 12 - in
French) N® 16/Sept. '88: Islamand bolshevism:
confrontation between islam and bolshevism,

an historical view. The Azeris (on Azerbaidjan). Bibliography. Interview with
Castoriades: Russia, the first candidate to the social revolution. Libertarians
and liberal renewal in Eastern countries. Nicaragua. Yugoslavia: army against
alternative, the Ljubl jana trail. Poland: an anarchist movement. Bibliography
on 'socialist countries' (Even if we can disagree with some ideas expressed
in the review, we want to mention its seriousness and the quality of its infor-
mation).

UNITED KINGDOM Counter Information (p/4 CI - 11 Forth Str-
Edinburgh - England - in English) N° 20/July-
August '88: The Polish May: an eyewitness
report, Bilbao battle. Actions against the poll tax. Emerging appeal for funds
or any kind of support.

Solidarity (A Journal of Libertarian Socialism - c/o 123 Lathom Road, London
E6 2A - U.K. - in English) N° 18/Autumn '88: Necessary condition: what is
it makes libertarian socialism so different? Precisely what s:t apart the
demands of French workers and students in 1968, argues S.K. French, the
insistence on self-management. China: the westernisation of practically
everything. Black and red in black and white - review of Clifford Harper's
book: Anarchy, a graphic guide (Camden Press). What Iran could do again-
review of Assef Bayat's book: Workers and Revolution in Iran. A Third World
Experience of Workers' Control (Zed Press. If we refer to this review, the
book contains very interesting reports on class struggle in Iran in the early
80's)

Wildcat (BH Cat. - London WC 1 N 3 XX - see Echanges N° 55 to find who is
who in W-heirs) N° 12/Autumn-Winter '88/'89: Cease fire in Angola begins.
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U.N. chief sets Gulf peace date: down with peace for class war: neither war
nor peace: revolution. Lessons of the P&0 strike. Poll tax: exocet Thatcher's
flagship. Split in Wildcat: councilism in decay. Slav revolt. USSR: unemployment
speed-up strike resistance. Poland: the Phoenix and the fireman. Burma: a
hungry mob is a angry mob. (review in another issue)

News from Everywhere (Box 14, 136 Kingsland, High St - London E 8 -~ Uk - in
English) Inside information on the North London three month long civil servants
strike (April '88)., A text from 'Mendeka' - a reaction against political
terrorist domination in Euskadi, 'an open collective, an alternative of an
assemblyist nature, with no dominant ideology, which brings people together
who want to act within an autonomous-context' (1987). On squatting in London
(SCH-careerists in the business of social control).

From the above address, you can get copies of two pamphlets recently produced:.
- None shall escape - Radical perspectives in the Carribean - Fundi - Carribean
Situationist (90p, including postage)

- Towards a history of workers' resistance to work: Paris and Barcelona during
the French Popular Front and the Spanish Revolution, 1936-1938 - Michael
Seidman (60p, including postage)

This reprint of an essay which has originally been published in the Journal
of Contemporary History deals with a subject that - as the author says - has
been largely ignored or underestimated by labour historians, Marxists as
well as others: workers' resistance to work.

As Seidman puts it: 'Many Marxists view the working class as gradually acquiring
class-consciousness .. making itself and eventually desiring to expropriate
the means of production. Modernization theorists see workers adapting to the
pace structure and general demands of industrial society'. None of them 'have
taken sufficient account of the continuities of working-class culture which
are revealed by its ongoing resistance to work', which can not ‘be dismissed
as 'primitive' or as examples of 'false consciousness'.

The study of workers' reluctance to work, for Seidman, shows that the claim
by union and political parties of the so-called left to represent the working
class is somewhat questionable. In developing this thesis lies the quality
(and importance) of these 28 pages. ’

Basing himself on Spanish and French sources, the author shows that under
'leftist’ governments too French and Spanish workers continued their traditio-
nal ways of resistance to labour in spite of calls by 'communists', 'socia-
lists', anarchists or syndicalist for greater production, what created tensions
between members of the working class and the organizations which claimed to
represent them.

In both situations, persuasion and propaganda which aimed tu convince the
workers tu work harder was inadequate and had to be supplemented by force.




'Unfortunately', Seidman adds, 'it is perhaps impossible to measure precisely
the countless refusals to work. Workers' silence has impeded the discovery
of the most significant acts of the class ... What is most essential is often
the hardest to uncover'.

Seidman wants to stress that the view of a working class imbued with an impli-
citly unitary 'class-consciousness', overlooks that there are unmistakenly
several types of 'class-consciousness'. Sometimes between the lines, sometimes
using plain words, he makes it perfectly clear by a lot of historical facts
and examples, that the so-called passiveness or refusal of the working class
to accept what so-called 'conscious'-workers or militants wanted or want to
be believed, cannot be dismissed as 'unconsciousness' or 'false conscigusness'
but has to be characterised as a very'different class-consciousness, which
happens to be the consciousness of the large majority of the workers.

That the attitude of this majority, both in Spain and France in the thirties
not only'reveals how workers react on economic reality, but also clearly
indicates the true character of the Spanish or French society of the time,
doesn't need further explanation.

However, this to unveil has not been the author's main purpose, though,
referring to the Spanish 'revolutionarists', he calls them 'the new ruling
class'. Anyone who shares his opinion will certainly appreciate his text.

FRANCE Le Brise-Glace (BP 214-75623 Paris Cedex 13-

: France - in French) N° 1: Palestine: 1'avenir

d'une revolte - a good article on the young

Palestinians revolt and on Israél and the Jewish problem in general. Terrorism:
the war of falseness (on the group Direct Action).

Open letter to Hopis and Navajos Indians. 10 Thesis before the tempest (in
French - Editions Oraibi ~ 26 rue Keller - 75011 Paris) An attempt to find a
link between the struggle of Indians in the USA and the 'revolutionary traditi-
on' among Europeans.

En_avant Divorgons d'avec 1a Bourgeoisie (in French) Brochure cadeau/December
'87. This pamphlet contains various texts borrowed from different sources
(leaflets of the French student movement: December '86 - Iztok - committees
of unémployed - situationist groups - ICO's pamphlet 'basis for a communist
economy ). How everybody could change his life and begin to build a new society,
and on which basis (available at Echanges)

Kanakie mon amour - Aprés et par de 13 1'independance Free pamphlet from
the same source (Kanaky my love - After and beyond independence) (in French-
‘available at Echanges)

(publications to follow p 25 )




WHO'S AFRAID OF THE SECURITY STATE ?

Th. SANDER

S



I

‘Within tfm short span of perhaps two decades West Germany has been
transforméd into one of the most higﬁly developped police-states, if not
the most highly developped police-state in the world, judging by the sheer
extent and the degree of sophistication of control and surveillance. Everyone
must register _with a par'{icular local government office when moving to a
new residence; so there is no problem of keeping track of any person, dead
or alive, provided you got any address of him or her from the last twenty
years or so. Also every citizen is required to carry an identification card,
always stating the actual residence; 1.'his year the authorities have begun to-
issue new identity cards in the format of check cards thcﬁ can be read
automatically by machines (portable ones, of course) and will greatly faci-
litate the business of mass controls at airports, onthe highways, in trains
eic. Against the vote of other EC member-countries West Germany is also
going ahead with the introduction of 2 new Euro-passport with the same
characteristics as the new identity card; at .present an estimated average
of only three per cent of people crossing borders will be controlled by
border police, but this could be much more in the future, All the informa-
tion gathered in police controls of any kind can now be stored easily by
ceéntral computers, for whatever use. The social security institutions

(e. g. the State insurance companies) keep records on the work history

of the vast majority of working people; so there is no problem of finding
out where you worked during the past forty to fifty years, for whom, how
long and how much social security you paid. The local and regional tax
offices have all the data on everyone’s income and tax payments or exemp-
tions from tax and are also collecting masses of detailed information on
tax payers® living conditions including size of apartment, size of rooms
and location within apartment (not surprisingly, when searching houses

or apartments, the police often know exactly where to look for what), -
amount of rent paid, amount of money spent on radical literature, sub-
scrif)tions to radical journals etc. Public service institutions supplying
water, gas and electricity have ampfe information on the consumption

behavior of every single hourehold in this field; such information has




already been used for sifting through hundreds of thousands of electricity
bills in order to find out secret hideaways of terrorists, presumably char-
acterized by low eleciricity consumption. Public health authorities systema-
tically gather information on all diseases of school-age children, on in-
fectious diseases, drug addiction, homosexuality, veneral diseases, AIDS,
prostituion, and in addition they have files on all kinds of disabled personsA,
on pregnancies _anq cases of abortion; moreover private and public hospitals
always have voluminous dossiers on every patient including the answers to
the usual questionnaires (sometimes with hundreds of questions on everything
concerning your health, and that of your parents and grandparents), so there
is no problem in finding out why you were in which hospital and for how long
twenty years ago. Automatic camera surveillance of important public places
like airports, train stations, major street crossings, nuclear power stations,
parliament buildings, banks and insurance companies has become a standard
feature of police operations; whenever there is a demonstration of any im-
portance, additional cameras are often hidden along the route to take as
many photos of participants as pos'sible. A Federal Bureau for automotive .
traffic has a register of every car owner (i.e, of every second West German
citizen) including his or her involvement in traffic accidents, infringement
of traffic rules, tickets received (except minor cases), withdrawals of
driver's licence etc., and always stating names and addresses of all persons
sitting in the car. And this list is still far from being complete. In order

to be able to ﬁandle such enormous masses of information the secret ser-
vice and the police have built up vast computerized systems of information
handling and storage. They are constantly expanding the volume of the in-

_ formation at their disposal by tapping directly the data stores of institutions
like the ones mentioned above and by their own vast dragnetting operations.
Taking part in any demonstration (the wild ones and the ones authorized by
police headquarters), leafletting for a union demanding higher wages (not

the destruction of bourgeois society and its State), petitioning parliament
to slop arms sales to the Middle East countries and other fo;‘ms of inappro-
priate protest will inevitably get you into the data stores of police and se-
cret service computers, the data serving for whatever purpose whenever '

needed. Anyone applying for a job in the public sector will be X-rayed. for




political reliability: No-one will get a job as a messenger boy in the
Ministry of the Interior (or any other administrative body), as a cook
in a State penitentiary, as a train driver for the national railway company
or as a teacher at a public school without the computers of the police and
the secret serviée having been consulted Before‘ Applicants have in fact
been surprised by the information available from police con';x'puters: Doubts
_ about their political reliability had arisen from the fact that tixeir cars
had beén seen once not foo far away from a place where fhe. Moscow-oriented

West German Communist Party held a public meeting.

- By now anyone reading this description of the contours of the West German

g pohce- state might have the impression of a climate of fear and anxiety and

of passive acceptance of the status quo prevailing in the West German popu-
l.a'tion in the face of a perfect machinery of control and surveillance. Nothing,

" however, could be farther from the truth. The West German capitalist system
moves faster and faster éown the hill, and at the same time the West German
State looks more and more vulnerable and weak. Talking about the rapid
'development of the security state, it seems logical to say that a stable social
system does not need a gigantic machinery of social control or, putting it

the other way round, a social system modelling its State in the manner of
Big Brother thus betrays its own instability. If there is a climate of fear

and anxiety in West Germany, then the ruling class, the politicians, the
police etc. are more liable to be affected by it, and indeed it is their se-
curity which the security state is trying to guarantee in the face of growing
instability and unrest, even resistance and opposition, There is no way of
giving a syétematié overview of the phenomenon of resistance and opposition
and it causes right here. But a case study of this year’s national census
might as well suffice to get a glimpse of the increasing hysteria of Govern-
ment agenciés and parliaments , of the insatiatle nreed cf the secret services and
fhe police for more and more data on every single citizen, of the never-

" ending blindness of the organized political opposition being lost in the wil-

" derness of intensifying claes struggle, and of the irreversible irend towards
the total alienation from politics and political institutions of the vast majo-

rity of the population, explaining not .only why the census did not produce
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the kind of results it was exnected to have , but also why the West Rerman State

strives to get 80 much information on every single citizen,

In spring 1982, just a few months before the governing coalition of Social
Democrats and Liberal Democrats was ousted from its position, the Bonn
parliament passed a law concerning the census in 1983, acting in total inno-
cence of course, as if the law was not giving the administration full power
for an operation of spying out the entire population, an operation without )
any parallel in German history, the Third Reich included, and certainly also
in European history. Nobody protested in parliament, surely the parliamentary
opposition (the Christian Democrats) did not have any reason to do so, and
the law was passed unanimously. This in itself is a measure of the arrogance
of all the parties represented in parliament, but also of the ignorance of
politicians in questions of popular discontent and in grasping the dramatic
changes in the relationship between politicians and citizenm. Anthw at that
time nobody really believed in the possibility of an ex‘trq-prliamouw pro-
test movement against the census. The public relationg @fficer o?'th'o F‘duoral
Census Bureau, being asked by a journalist at the begiw}pg of 1-9?3}}{9}&

the possible consequences of 100000 citizens disrupting the census, was

still very confident, saying: '"This is a purely hypothetical question. A re-
fusal of such a magnitude would be without any precedent, and I am totally

at a loss to see why this should occur right now in the case of the 1983 cen-
sus. This has never happened before, and in my opinion the assumption of
mass disruption is totally unrealistic. I simply cannot believe this is going
to happen.' Indeed he was correct in pointing out that never before had
there been any mass protests against the census, With the last census in
1970 only 25 out of a total of 141 major cities in West Germany had reported
on fines for stubborn opponents to the census, the city of Bremen being by
far top of the league with a total of 122 citizens fined for not complying with
the law. Before that, in 1961, the mini-protest movement had even bee

more mini than that.

But in april 1983 the Supreme Court, in a remarkably unanimous decision
of all eight judges, none of them having a rer;utation for radical leanings,
halted the census afier civil rights activisis, led by the Green party,

challenged it because of plans to share census information with "law en-
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forcement agencies’ and to use census information for updating personal
data in the files of the tax office or the local offices for registering all re-
sidents. The Supreme Couri would hardly have done so if it had not been
for the widespread protesis (their motto being: Politicians have questions,
citizens don't answer) and the evident anti-census groundswell in the popu-
lation. There was talk of one'quarter of the population refusing to be counted.
Surely the Supreme Court had no intention of questioning the right of the go-
vernment to submit the entire population to a regular census. It only theught
unconstitutional the way citizens were asked to fill out a questionnaire which
allegedly served statistical purposes only, but in fact could also be regarded
by the tax offices, the criminal courts, the secret service and others as a

voluntary self-indictment of individual citizens.

It took the Bonn parliament and the government coalition of Christian Demo-~
crats and Liberal Democrats four years to repair the damage and to get
ready for the next round, combining a micro-census (about which I won"t
say anything here except that data are gathered from a statistical sample
of one per cent of the population and that anyone selected for the micro-
census will have to answer a minimum of 79 questions on a week by week
basis over a period of four years) and the census properly speaking. For
the census there were three types of questionnaires: one for landlords and
owners of private homes asking questions about buildings and apartments,
one for employers and self-employed people asking questions about indivi-
dual firms and workplaces and a general one for every one of 25 million
private households in West Germany. This time the government started

a massive advertising campaign stressing the usefulness’ of census data
for more rational and efficient State planning and in the end for every citi-
zen, and emphasizing the complete confidentiality of census-gathered in-
formation. In particular it sought to create the impression that the strict
guidelines of the Supreme Court for any census had been respected, that
personal data would not be stored along with the other statistical data and
would eventually be destro'yed, that local census offices would be totally
separated from other adminisirative units, that 600000 census helpers
would be carefully selected and well prepared for the task, avoiding to

employ them within their own immediate neighbourhoods, and that sharing
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of individual data with other federal or regional administrative bodies

would not be permitted. Moreover households were no longer obliged to
answer the questionnaire in the presence of census helpers, but could also
return the questionnaire personally to the local census bureau or send it

in by mail in a closed envelope. This last improvement, however, was never
publicised very much by govermment agencies, for evident reasons, and at
this point everyone at the Census Bureau still hoped for a maximum of

twenty per cent of questionnaires being sent back by malil,

Once you have got used to the general idea of governments thinking and
acting like they should know as much as possible about the private matters
of the governed and the governed should know as little as possible about
public affaire as handled by governments, you will of course not be easily
convinced by anyone saying: You can trust me, even if I don’t trust you. 1
am only gathering all these personal data in order to cross-check with the
other information I have about you and to be able to establish the necessary
links for further evaluation of all the statistical data. Once I have done this,
1 won't need your personal data anymore, and 1 will destroy them. You have
cnly got tc trust me.""usnicious attitudes vwere furthar reinforced by newspaper
reports on a statistical experiment undertaken at the University of Hamburg
by a professor of mathematics and one of his students. Taking a model po-
pulation of 100000 fictitious people with computer-generated names and ad-
dresses, they were able to show how the anonymity of almost everyone of
them could be easily lifted even after the destruction of the personal data,
simply using less than a dozen of the general statistical data as gathered
with the census. There were not many people who could imagine how the
government would be able to guarantee confidentiality particularly in the
small villages, but optimism was not much stronger as for the confidentia-
lity of information in the cities. In the end the most pessimistic voices were
proven to be wrong by the evenis - they had still been too optimistic, After
the census the city of Munich, for example, spread the news that the most
outspoken leaders of the boycott movemeni were the ones who had most di-
ligently answered all the questions. Certainly this” information was totally
in line with confidentiality, since the names and addresses, the annual in-

come, the personal debts, homosexuality etc. of the boycoit organizers
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were not made public at the same time,

While there was widespread suspicion regarding the confidentiality of census
information, there was downright disbelief as to the usefulness of direct
head-counting and the resulting information for ensuring a higher quality

of government planning and politics. Above all, the government argued, we
need exact population figures for distributing local revenue sharing money
based on population figures and for determining the boundaries of constituen-
cies. We need reliable data on the age pyramid of the population in order to
be able to maintain the present level of old age pensions and the system of
social security in general. We need exact unemployment figures and data on
the structure of employment in order to give everyone a chance in the labour
market and to stimulate the opening-up of new job opportunities for the unem-
ployed. We need exact figures on school achievement, vocational training
and other skills of working people in order to find ways of balancing man-
power demand, occupational requirements and educational policy. We need
exact figures on the number of apartments and houses available, on the age
of buildings, on second homes, on empty houses and apartments, on the
availability of bathrooms and kitchens, on rents paid in order to determine
the proper size and nature of housing problems and to take the initiative for
balancing offer and demand, We need exact figures on the ways of heating
homes, on the sources of energy used in the heating of homes in order to
know if and how to encourage the modernization of heating systems, thus
making a contribution to the protection of the environment. We need exact
figures on the means of transportation used between the home and the work-
place or school/university and the time neede for going to work or school/
university in order to get a solid base for pfanning transport services and

the extension of road networks.

Needless to say that most people were not fooled by such arguments. Looking
at the experience of past censuses in 1961 and 1970, living conditions of the
population and in particuélr of the dependent workforce definitely had not im-
proved with more reliable statistics being available, Quite to the contrary,
more detailed and more reliable statistice had either not prevented or even
served to further the rapid deterioration of the social security system, most

markedly ever since 1973, the dramatic rise of unemployment figures to
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post-war record levels of four to five million peupie (to be
compared with the roughly two million people officially counted

- talk of reliable statistical data in order to get a more solid
base for rational planningl), the renewed emphasis - on elite
formation and social seclection in educational institutions, the
explosion of rents and builéing costs, the increasing share of
nuclear power stations, widely opposed by the vast majority of

the population, in the generation of energy, the continuing pollu-~
tion of air, water and soil, the shutting-down of so-called un-

}

econonic parts of the railway system and tre local bus services
together with the construction of vast new airports and new run-
ways for existing airports etc. It should be noted that in 1561
and 1570 people were absolutely willing to comply voluntarily with
the census, and the census~gathered inforration must have been
guite reliakble and complete. Sc the guestion is why politicians
or governments have been increasingly unalle to deliver the goocs
they promisec to deliver, although they cdefinitely had lots and
lots of information.

A very primitive concept held ir highh esteer: by certain leftist
groups woulcé be to regard politics as pure and simple fraud and
politicians &s professional lizrs. Certainly there is ro denyinc

of fraudulent behavior and manifest lies on the part oif many poli-
ticians, but then the rnoral defects of politicians are insufficient
for explaining tae fundarnental defects cf politics in a class sc- =2

-

ciety. 2 rnore adeguate understanding might be basec on two in-
sights: First, the results of Seate activities are hardly ever
in conformity with the aims. This does of course contradict typi-

- =

cal beliefs of politiciaps wiich might e characterizec as the
ayth of mechanical society, the myth of society as a machine ancd
of politics as social engineering, with the politicians just press-
ing buttons and pulling levers, and the machine doing exactly whht
they want. It is in this context that politicians try to get as
mucihh information on the mechanical functions of the supposed ma-
chine, for example by a regular gensus. llaving so mucl. information
and pushing buttons like mad, it must be utterly disappointing

for politicians to see the supposed machine doing all sorts of




SOy

15

‘things, Lut not what they expect it to do. but it is totallw

producen hy
inconceivable for them that such unexnccted and unwanted results are otten’

State authorities themsclves. 1f anyone wanted to explain in a
few words, vwhy there was hardly any disruption of the census in
1070 and why %here were so many nrohlems with the census in 1933 and

in 1Y5/, then one ot the main factors would surcly Le the massive
Luild-up of the security statc between thesz tvo cCates.

Ccecond, uny governuent is inca.awnle of directing, piznning er

only predicting the cdevelopnent of society, because class societies
are evolving according to laws of their own which are sizply out
of the reach of political control. lWnatever information a gover..-
nent ndght have, it would not ve able to iake any-effective and
rational use of it, even conceding it would ke capable ol inter-
preting the available information in a rational wayr (vhich surely
is alreadr an unrealistic assuwnption). Foliticians con‘'t have any
fundaiental choice of alterrative political stratejies, &nd they
éon't know why they <o the things they ¢o, vhy ther have no funca-
r.antal chioice between alternatives, whny pclitical stratecies cCorn't
work out the way tuey want taen to , whe is opposing the: anc for
what reaedns. Take for ex:zmple the jjest German governrent's vieu
of the opposition to the census, cléarly c¢istincuishing tatween

a vast najority of. law-alkicing citizens neecing just a lit of
exhortation (a2 few cays before the beginning of the headcourt

the Minister of the Interior was ¢uvoted as saying that cver ore
refusing to. answer the cuestionraire woulé be regraded as a tcorro-
rist; pfobahly he Qic more than anvone else to convince rarny hesi-
tatins citizens of the akbsolutes necessity to disrurt the consus)
and a very small minority ot radica! craanizations recommendina

the Loycott of the census ané neecinag harsher treatnent ': the
nolice ané the secret service (they surc got plenty of it). ihe
ilest German governient vwis scon to learn hew totally wrony it

vias.
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Virtually the entire West German green, rad-lib and radical left movement
has been active in the boycottl of the census, desperately trying to convert
it into a demonstration of its own sirengtih, influence and leadership quali-
ties. Jumping on the bandwagon of widespread criticism of the census {ac-
cording to opinion poll results obtained by the Federal Bureau 61‘ the Census
a few weeks before the beginning of the headcount, only just a little more
than half of the persons interviewed envisaged voluntary compliance) seemed ¢
to offer a first-class opportunity for regaining some of the ground lt:;st ever 4
since the disappointing and demoralising outcome of the vast protest movement
against the deployment of Pershing 1I missiles in Europe a few years ago. The
green, rad-lib and left layer which has always been used to seeing itself as
the real fundamental opposition to the existing power bloc or at least as the
predestined, legitimate standard bearers of the real opposition, thus
dominated by the most grotesque illusions and even being confirmed seeming-~
1y by massive police clampdéwns, did not lose any time: In an unparalleled
effort the organized opposition established an enormous network of hundreds
of boycott centers all over West Germany serving for a wide variety of pur-
poses, in particular counseling and advising the population on the census,
distributing leaflets /articles books, putting up information stands, staging
public discussions and lectures by specialists on political and legal aspects
of the census, organizing protest demonstrations and ultimately collecting

the questionnaires of boycotters.

The main problem of the organized political opposition was that of channel-
ing the popular protest and dissatisfaction in such a way as to provide visible
support for its own particular cause. For evident reasons this was above

all a question of the articulation of the anti-census movement, but then

also a question of defining the aims of the boycott and of defining the role

the organized opposition had to play in the boycott. As far as the articulation -
of protest was concerned, there were indeed three fundamental options avai-
lable to potential boycotters: The first option was a soft boycott; in this

case you would basically answer the questionnaire, but using as much as
possible little lies, contradictory statemenis, making all sorts of faults,

disregarding instructions how to fill out the questionnaire, delaying return
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-of thé questionnaire etc. The inventive genius of some of the boycotters

led to suggestions like the ones made by a Hamburg based Computer Chaos
Club: Don't accidentally spill any coffee over the questionnaire | Absolutely
avoid graphite paste as used for defreezing car locks somehow getting thinly
distributed on the questionnaire because this mioht cause the total breakdown of
the computer! Don% cut off a 4.4 mm strip from the top or bottom margin

of the questionnaire because the census computer will then not be able to
corre;:tly read the answers! The second option was playing games with the
census bureau_, ‘bombarding the authorities, preferabiy the Federal Census
Bureau, the Ministry of the Interior, the President of the Republic etc.,

with phone calls and letters demanding more information on specific questions;
e.g.~how to calculate exactly the size of your apartment in order to avoid
giving wrohg answers and being fined for it; or pretending to have lost the
quels'tionnaire and asking for a new copy etc., The third option finally was
-hardcore boycott, i.e. open refusal to answer any questioris and to hand back

the'questionnaire to the census bureau.

Right from the start the near-totality of boycott organizations had decided

to opt for the third strategy which seemed to be the only one giw'/ing their

own cause a boost by enhancing the pre‘stige and power o the aorganized
political opposition, in particular of the Greens who had the biggest battalions
in the boycott movement, Once such a decision had beer. made to coordinate
the efforts of the boycott organizations, it became neceséary to play down

the effect ot the soft boycott and‘?o doncunce 1t as a helpless nersonal qesture
without any political ixﬁportance. This is in fact what théy did, saying for
example iﬁ one of the f&stfselling handbooks for boycott.ers: "It should be

clear to everyone that the soft boycott will be of hardly any importance at

* all, It will fail to make any impression on the state authorities and the

generéi public. It will serve more to make yourself feel better than to

prove "you' are ready to act ina politically conscious and responsible way.
... The only way of making a public impact with a political action will be
to return the unanswered questionnaire, with the registration number cut

off, to the local boycott initiatives. "
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Suci: hollow-sounding argunents were rereateCG over anu Over many
times., If you are willinyg to accept the cormiinant icdeology of poli-
tics, if you thinl. of political alienation as a normal ana j.er-
haps even confortable state of affairs, then of course’ the cdis-

A 8 e e s |

tinction Letween necaningless indivicdual activities anu neaning-
ful organized (=collective) activities, between helrless perscnal
gestures an.. powerful politicrl acticns vould male sense. but

for anyone not aspiring to leauership pesitions in tae state appa-t;
ratus of i:ourgeois society the question surely was not whetier

their sypecific benaviour niout be seen as political or azolitical
in terns cf the cominant icdeology. Anyone rot totally out his/her ®
rind could easily sce that a soft boycott of hundreds cf thcu-
sanis of citizens coulcd hardly be disr-issed as a helpless gesture,
anc that the anonymous opposition of the unknowin boyvcotter wcould

be worth no less than the consnicuous onnosition to the census as sugaested

Y b U LW AT S M A ) bR

Y Loycott organizers.

on the other aané, wno could be surprised about the sects ircludéir:

g

the Greens proposing political action? Iistead of fighting

against politics us a mode of alienation, the organized, parlia-
mentary or extra-parliamentary opposition aas alvars preferred

to figat against the popular alienation from politics. Instead
of fiqghtina anainst the state the crnanizes onposition has al-

i

wo's pretenceu to fignt aygainst the transfcrmation of a supposediy
danocratic state into an authoritarian state. Lae anti-census ¢
movement ahsolutely made no secret crthusiasm for democracy ;
telling neople in one of the propaganda brcciures against the
censas. “lvervone of us is threatened Ly the irminent cdanger cf
Din Brcther watchina all of us . Mcbody should close his/her eyes

to this developrnent - and nave to regret it later, sayinc: I <ic
riot know vhat all this was aLcut. 4t the same tire o..e taineo shoulii
be perfectly clear to everyhody: Incdividual actions by iscolatec :
persens overating in the darx will be easily ignoreé or digestec
Iy the ssate apparatus, anc¢ in the ené they will have no political
effect wiatsoever. Crly uniting for open resistance will help to
prevent a éesaster. bDen't rely on democracy somchow continuing (!!
to exist, or on others fighting for you in cdefencc of democracy.
Fiyht yourself for democracy!" .
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Just like nedieval painters had depicted the horrors of hell
awaiting those who disregarded tho roral tceachings of the church,
so the organized boycott roverent startel depicting the horrors

of fascisn avaiting all those who diC not Lelieve in the splendors
of capitalist democracy and were not vwilling to risk their lives
for the defence of bhourgeois civil rights. One of the rost sturpic
afgunents ran as follows: 'The Third Teich counted heads forty-
eight vears ago, and now the I'ourth Reich counts heads again., In
1239 there was a census whiich was not only used for the war plans
of the Third Feich, Lut also provided data for rounding up Jevs
Llock Ly klock, house by nouse to senc then to their dcath. There
is avery reason to helieve that West Gerrany's governrent wants
cerisus-cathered information for progressing along.the scre lines.'
anyhew, if the Fourth Reich countec heads in 1267, coulé gbcre ke
any question of your rallyiny to the cGeferce of éemocracy and o
the Constitution? Tihiere viere even leaders of the raé-lib ncverent
whe had only recently attracted pui-lic attention by proposing to
let huncreés cf repuklican clul:s flover for the cefence of cermc-
cratic rights and of the Constitution. aAs if the so-callec Cerno-
cratic'rights anG the Constitution in gecneral hac not recularly
served to legitirize all sorts cI violenc: ané rapression against
citizens by the state authorities. As if there were two ways of
interpreting the Constitution, a liberal reading ané a repressive
reading, and two ways of running a cenmocras under capitalis:.,

an’ =L just one.

while extolling the virtues of rarticinatory cdumocracy anc the
huran values of the Constitution, in order to convince the suolic
of what the aims should be In boycottina the census and why everyone

suculé support the crganized opposition, the Loycott organizcrs
could not ignor: the widespread disillusicnmant with cderocratic
institutions, Lut did not hesitate to turn people's ¢isilluzion-
nmert into an argument against them. 1n their puklications cero-
yatory cornments alounded akout these pocr, unkrnowing creatures
who nave to be admonisiice constantly not to suifiit passivel: to
tlic police-state, who would just Le delighited to have anotner cers..
after scventeen ycars' pausc if they wcre not kept informec Ly
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someone about the Gangers of the security .state, and who would
not have the faintest idea of vhat they could do to boycotf the
census if somelody was not writing guicelines for ther. ith the
usual cynicisr onc conmentator wrote: "It looks as if we neeadcd
catastrophes |ike the one at Tchernobyl befare neonle will wake

up (!) from political apathy (!} ..." The complete disregard

for the widespread refusal of political alienation, for the self-
activity of people coald not ke exscressed nore ‘clearly. Wo wonéer
then that only a tiny wminority of Vest Gerran citizens (recruitirc
theuselves nainly frow the céucatea layers) blindly followec the

recommendaticns of the boycott orcanizations,
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Up to this very day it is impossible to say exzctly what the re-
sults of the census were, and for.various rezsons we will pro-
tably never learn in detail, how many people boycotted the
census in orie way or another, what regionecl éistribution the
bo;cott had, how manr people got away with the kardcore boy- .
cott , and how many were fined or even iaiied for it , how many

reople deliberately were not included in the headcount. Anc
et one thing is absolutely certaint The census has been dise
rurted by & m2jority of the West German population, end et the
same time the census boycott has been the seconé major defeat
for the orgunize protest movement in th1° decade. This clear-"
testifies to the maturity of the unorganlzec opposition in
West Germany,

Considering the very high expectations of boycott initietives,
the strategy of the hardcore boycott as advocated by the near-
totality of boycott initiatives, has collapse?d completely.
With several thousand addrecses of centers for turning in the
unanswered questiormeires (e.g. more than 150 addresscs each
in Berlin and Hamburg, two cf the foci of organizes oppositior
to the census ) , there was oniy a trickle of hardcore Boycott

evidence in major cities and hardly anything et all in smaller
tovms and villagee, Experts had calculeted long before thet

a2 nationnl avercge of ot least five to ten per cent of the po-
pulation boycotting the census was needed t0 ¢ se real da-
mage in the evaluation of the cencus, Weeks after the beginn-
ing of the census the regioncl government of Lower Saxony
began voicing fears of refusal rates up to five per cent in
university tovns lilte Hanmover, Géttingen, Oldenburg en? (
Braunschweig. At the same time the nationzl burezu of bovcott
initiatives, publishing regularly total figures of hardcore
boycotters in order to encourage the hesitant to join the boy-~
cott movement, - " signalled a meagre 800000 boycotters
for West Germany as & whole, equelling just above one ner cent
of the population., These figures were of course utterly cis-
eppointing, even if taking into account thzt two or thres

months after the heninnina of the count a considerahle number of nues-
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tionnaires was stifl held back by individuals in

big cities mainly, develorping a wait-and-see att1tuce, end -
that in major cities like Hamburg an@ Berlin e large number '
of households had not even received a auestionnaire ., This was narfly Because'of
household members being absent or not opening.the ‘door for

the census helpers, partly because state authorltles, ev1oent1v
in a deliberate move, chose to tacl-le certain problem areas
separately and therefore delayeé the distribution of guestionn-
aires in these areas or sonetimes even di¢ not bother at 4ll

to distribute them, '

With hardcore boycctt figures being as nis erably low as they .
were, their publication could@ not possibly have the .effects
they were meant to hove, Instead of encouraging people to join
the,bojcott movement, they were indeed more ant to discourage
even hardcore boycotters to go to the'very limit of being taken
40 the courts for violation of the. census law and being sent to
jail, It came as no surprise when the uniteé front of boycott
organizations started to crack and to fall apart: Many staanh.
defenders of open refusal having preached the gospel of joiﬁt,
unswerving, open resistance to the security state for months
on end, like prophet° of doom in the face of an unbeliev;ng
crowd, then suddenly felt compelled to bacl: down compl el
say1ng..'We don't ‘'wvant any martyre' and '"To continue rccom—
mending steadfastness does not male sense anymore?',

While the organized boycott of the fervent admirers of demo=-
cracy went dovm in total defe=t, witk the herdcore boycott
turning out to bte the coftest sret of the boycott moverént,
the u“organnzed bOJxott can be seen as a nagsive demonstratlon
of the refusal of the Stete. .

State authorities of course ignored signs of viarning when the
ran into serious difficulties recriiting the necessory numbers
of ccnsus helpers. Lith a legal oktligation for. every west German
between the age of .18 and 65 to wor¥ as a census helper and after
a month long advertising canpaign, only 7580 helpers could. bz
hir;d in Vest Berlin instead of the necessary 20000. In .anhurg
only 2700 ‘voluntary helpers could Le found in tead of the re-
Guirec 13000, anc in other najor cities no norc than a fifth of

.
r
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the helpers needed coula lLe roundcd wg:, ?heusands of citizens,
mainly from pul.lic administrations, vcnt to the courts to fignt
against their nomination as (involuntary) helpers, ané in tne
¢nd many census bureaus haé to turn to school students fron the
age of sixteen upwards for taking over the joi..

The first surprise already came when auestionnaires were distrituted to the

housoholds .State authorities had oxnected =hcut einhty per cent of the nonula-

tion would be willing to sit dovx: and enswer the questiommaire
in the presence of the helpers giving the necessary informa-
tions and explenations ané having an eye on the answers being
given correctly. In fact more than fifty per cent of the West
German populetion made use of their legal right to refuse
helrers access to their homes, promising to sené in the questio-
nmaire by mail within a fixed reriod., The second surprise

came when the census officials h=2d a closer loo: 2t the ques-
tionnaires returned by mai : for entire rezions 1ike Lower

Saxony and the Sarre fifty to sixty per cent of the questionn-
eires were officially described es being of no use for the su-
thorities, Instead of marking the enswers to multirle choice
questions with the prescribed pencil, people had used a ball
pen or had mede corrections of entries by ball pen, thus mekinz
cutomatic computer reading of the questionnaire imposeible.
Instead of maling pencil strokes ir prescribed rlaces, they
mede crosses which could not be read correctly by comruters,
The; sinply forgot to ansver cuestions or to give the nece~
ssary cetajls.,” , In millions of cases they were not even able

to sa2y if they werc male or female, As one census officizl

put it in disgust: People did everything vrong they noseibly
could do wrong. Among questionnaires sent back by m2il the
leading official et the census bureau in Regensburg (Bavoriz)
found almost none which was filled out.correctly, Unfortuncte—
1y he was uncble to discern if people were just uninformed,
careless or of bad faith. In Wirzburg (Bavaria) census helpers
had to go back to one third of 211 households to clarify con-
tradictory or missing answers , and in Stuttgart (Baden=-Vurttem-
herq Y} 18D amployens of tha cancus hurean were whinped into doina overtime

a3t thrir telenhones tryina to aet cunnlementary informatior from more or tess
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natt of all the housenclds in the city , Avicely reac newsnaner corment ironicali
diagnosed scrious faults, if not'a_real state of energency in the
field of puhlic education. In a fev'cities there were no ways of
even trying to save the count at zll. In Harkturg, for example,
50000 questionnaires had not been sent Lack to the census bureau
ané 100000 houseicl glgot rcceived a juesticnnaire yet, months
after the beginning of the count. !lormally the authorities woulce
rave to send reminders to every sincle househclé by :tail, with
households having to ackrowledge receint of the rerinder rignt
at their door. LDut in doing so thg'u wgﬁﬁi’ﬁﬁie incurredé costs of
five Decutschmarks per letter, anc¢ this was roney they sinply cic
not have. 5imilar problems heve arisen in lest Eerlin where a:cut
250000 househclds have not returneé the cguestionnaires or never
32t any. The local census bureaus are confrontec with chaos, and
the value of the census-gathered information can Le édescrikec in
just one word: scram.

Th. fander

Elements of Refusal - John Zerzan, Left Bank Books, 283 pp., $8.95 plus $1.50
postage from Left Bank Distribution, 5241 University Way, N.E., Seattle, Wa
98105. DB29 carried information on Questioning Technology ($11.95 + $1.50
postage from the above address) of which Zerzan was one of the editors. Instead
of compiling other people's essays as in the latter, Zerzan has collected 20 »
of his own in Elements of Refusal. As the title suggests, these all concern
human resistance - in this case to what Zerzan regards as the dehumanizing
march of technology. .

Zerzan would seem to be one of the most tireless and far-ranging researchers
in this field. His articles on the resistance to industrialization, especially
in England and the U.S. and to the regimentation of factory life and the
machine are heavily documented as are some of his less gratifying - to this
reader -~ essays. The latter include 'The practical Marx', which documents
some difficult-to-explain words and actions of Marx and Engels. From my point
of view he is the.best in four essays on the origin and function of unionism
and a couple on the unconscious revolt of youth against contemporary culture.
Like Questioning Technology this deserves a longer review and we hope to

combine the two iQ a review in an upcoming issue. (from Discussion Bulletin,
N° 30/July '88).

<
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Le Communiste (BP 54 ~ BXL 31 - Bruxelles - Belgium - Central organ in French
of the G.C.I.) N° 27/July '88: Massacre at Hallabja (on the Iran-Irak war).
The debt question: enough writings - 1984-'85-'87 worse than foreseen: an
example, France. Contribution to the critics of political economy.

L'Intersyndicaliste (Groupe de Salariés pour 1'economy distributive - 11
rue St. Vincent de Paul - 13004 Marseille - France - in French) N° 26/Aprii-
May-June '88: What are we waiting to be happy. Prublems about mutuality.

Cash (53 Avenue des Gobelins - 75013 Paris - in French) N° 10/May~June '88:
Social insecurity. To remove poverty. For a real citizenship. A.N.P.E: having
people in more precarious situations helps to control them. Recomposing the
productive work. Social minimum and guaranteed income.

Courant Alternatif (OCL/Egregore - BP 1213 - 51058 Reims Cedex - France - in
French) Autopsy of a town: Marseille and the old pig (Le Pen). Immigration.
The rock movement. The restructuring of state capitalism: perestroika and
working class. )

I.R.L. (13 rue Pierre Blanc - 69001 Lyon - France - in French) N° 77-78: a
copious file on May '68 in France. Discussion about productivism.

Antisémitisme et progrome de Beyrouth - Freddy Perlman (Interrogations c/o
I.S. BP 243 - 75564 Paris Cedex 12 -~ France - in French) This pamphlet is
the translation of a text first published in Fifth Estate (1982); this new
edition is put up to date with some addings.

USA Synthesis (A newsletter & journal for social

ecology, deep ecology, bioregionalism, eco-

. feminism and the green movement, PO Box 1858,

San Pedro CAL 90733 - USA - in English) N° 27/April '88: The birthing of a

movement: on divisiveness and differences in green politics. Review of the

Murray Bookchin's book: 'The rise of urbanization and the decline of citizen-
ship'.

Labor Notes 'Let's Put the Movement back in the Labor Movement' (7435 Michigan
Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 48210 - USA - in English) N° 111/June '88: Jackie
Presser's Replacement is 'Same Stuff, new wrapping', say Teamster dissidents.
Poland: a new generation confronts a faltering economy and half-hearted reform,
Miners fight to keep foothold in Non-union west. N° 112/July '88: Unemployment,
the real story. Teamsters impuse rejected fréight contract. Job security and
shopfloor representation are key issues in election at GM-Toyota plant (Frem-
ont). N° 114/Sept. '88: Ousted officers suddenly becomé reformers: Teamsters
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carhaulers reject contract by 729. Computers in the wrong hands turn offices
into sweatshops. Paperworkers vote dues increase to continue fight against
international paper. N° 115/October '88: Teamster factions go for each other's
throat. Lunafil strikers win after 410 days. Will Dukakis rescue the Labor
Movement?

Workers Vanguard (paper of the Spartacist League of the U.S. - Box 1377 GPO-
New York, NY 10116 - USA - in English) N° 456-1/7/'88: Capitalist America in
physical decay: New York bridges are falling down. Polemics about the English
trotskyist tendencies (WRP, SWP ,,) N° 457-15/7/'88: Victory to Electric
Boat strikers (10.000 out at General Dynamics Shipyards). N° 458-29/7/'88: So-
lidarnosc Dirty Dollars. Perils of perestroika (Turmoil at the top in Gorbat-
chev's Russia). N° 459-12/8/'88: Smash Fed's Vendetta against Teamsters: Un-
chain the unions. Bitter legacy of Reutherism: GM/Toyota/UAW tops team up
against workers. N° 460-9/9/'88: S.F. Hospital workers back Boosco Down. N°
461-23/9/'88: Metro North workers flex their muscle. Eastern workers: sock

it to Lorenzo. N° 462-7/10/'88: Armenia at the flash-point: perestroika fuels
nationalist turmoil,

Industrial Worker (IWW ~ 3435 N. Sheffield Avenuve -suite 202 - Chicago - ILL.
60657 - USA - in English) N° 7/July '88: Another 8-9 in the making? Shipbuil-
ders’ local union fights for survival. Solidarity unionism.

News & letters (59 East Van Buren, rm 707, Chicago, I1l. 60605 — USA - in
English) N° 4/May '88: New youth movement challenges Reaganism. Dunayevskaja's
new perceptions of Lenin., N° 6/July '88: Workers are more than just spare

parts. Druft for marxist-humanist perspectives 1988-89. Iranian workers'
strike,

In These Times (1300 West Belmont - Chicago - I11l, 60657 - USA - in English)
N® 25-18/5/'88: Opening new doors for the left: Citizen Action's hi-tech

reach. Solidarity and workers not solid in '88 strikes, N° 27-8/7 '8 Chilean
coal miners: more victims of 'Chicago boys'.

Support Report (published by Austin United Support Group - 711 , 4th.Avenue-
Austin - MN 55912 - USA - in English) Vol, 2, N° 20/21/23/24-July/August '88.
This weekly paper provides a lot of information 6n the ddy'to day workers'
struggles in the middle of the Usa. This support . group ‘was settled during
the Hormel strike. It is still supporting the 8-9 families fight but gives

as well its help to any fight in which - as usual - union bureaucracy has to
be opposed as well as bosses.

Discussion Bulletin (PO Box 1564, Grand Rapids,‘Mi 49501 - USA - in English)
N°® 30/Julz '88: A page from labor history: tht Detroit IWW or the Workets
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International Industrial Union. What is 'revolutionary Unionism'? Corresponden—
ce: letters from Tiziano Galaute 'Basic ideas for the councils' communism'.
From Internationalism. Review of books and bulletins. N° 31/Sept. '88: Publica-
tions. Long article on the Coordinadora in Spain (see La Estiba). Who are the
anarcho-syndicalists? Reviews of 'Communist Organizations & Class Conscious-
ness' (published by the ICC) and 'Non-market Socialism in the 19th and 20th
centuries' (Macmillan).

Fifth Estate (4632:Second Avenue - Detroit - Mich. 48201 -~ USA - in English)
Summer '88: May protest in Detroit: stopping the incinerator starting the
movement. Industry as the origins of modern domination: Industrial domesticati-
on. May-June '68: the battle for France. Letters from Poland. Anarchy in
Toronto (the 1988 gathering). Agriculture: essence of civilization.

Begging: to give or not to give (Time 5/9/88 - in English) With panhandlers
at every corner, people are running out of patience - and change - a very
long description of the poverty in the US and the reaction not only from the
ruling class but from the people having job & money (copy at Echanges).

Detroit as seen by Montreal dailies (1'Horible du voisin Lysiane Gagnon - in
French) 'Al11 Detroit is like a bombed town .. It has the American record of
murders: 686 in '87, more than in Canada ..' (copy at Echanges).

Internationalist Perspective (External fraction of the ICC. - PO Box 1748,
Montclair, NJ 07042 - USA; BM Box 8154, London WC I N 3 XX - UK; Destryker-
BP 1181, Centre Monnaie, 1000 Bruxelles - Belgium - in English and in French)
Class struggle in Britain: the truce is over. Critique of the ICC's interventi-
on: what kind of 'struggle groups'? Polemic: 'Privatisations' and state
capitalism. On the roots of the ICC's degeneration: mistakes on the mass

strike in Poland. Centrism and opportunism in the workers movement: a break
with the ICC.

Health troubles at military plant add mystery to top-secret project (New
York Times 18/9/'88 - K.B. Noble) The article provides a lot of facts on the
use of very dangerous materials used in the aeronautics industry and on their
bad effects on workers' health. Nothing new even the dirty tricks of employers
to escape their liability. 'Modern industries' are even worse than the old
ones, because workers are treated there as guinea-pigs. (copy at Echanges)
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