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NEQ,MQVEMENT ' - NEW PUSLICATIONS
Various peeple have propesed that we try and S ’ - _
modify and complete the text "The New Move- "Borrowed time": an attempt et something
ment" (available from Echanges for 1 FF and similar to Synthesis in the USA, this give.s
. for 10 p in English from Splidarity London, ~ a presentation of various Brltlsh and .other
123 Lathom Road, London E 6) in the light of libertarian groupings and their activities
struggles in the past few years. An exchange (no. 1 for 25 p + 7 p postage in British
of points of view in which everyone cen par- money, subscription £1.50p, to Box 100,
icipate will precede a meeting to discuss " Rising Free, 162 Upper Street, London N 1)
Qt‘esent tendencies of struggle in the world 4
today with a view to drafting a new version Merger of* "Splidarity" and "Social Revolu-
. of this text. . tion" in Great Britain to form Sellderwuy
o \ - A o for Social Revolution" (new magazine of the
THE BULLETIN "ECHANGES" ~ v - National Solidarity. Group). The first issue

explains the merger and contains articles
including one on conflicts at the fizm
which constructs petrol platforms for' Nori!
Sea 0il drilling - H;ghland Fabrlceters
Nigg in Scotland - betuween union, leade“enlp
and rank and file, It showes the close col-
laboration between management and unions to
irc rease productivity and the manipulationr
of shop floor stewards who seemed to suppoxt
‘the shop floor movement at the beginning of
the strike, but who later took on the poli-

From Belgium there is a suggestion that the

presentation of the bulletin’ could be impro-

ved with the typescript less bunched up to-

gether. Some have also supgested a format

similar to the Hong Kongo magazine "Minus 7",
“What do people think? Could anyone offer

cheap offset litho printing from already
existing typed pieces?

WORK IN PREPARATION

. a pamphlet an "The rei’usal of work” (in cy of the union DUfEEUCfﬂC\/ to impose a
French). It is a group of writings taking fimal return to0 work.. o
up discussions of previous international For contacts ulgh new greup : Box 23, B/D.
get-togethers (Boulogne, Paris, Strasbourg) 163 Wing Street, Aberdeen; .EOA books, 3h4 -
The text of C. Reeve on the subject (pu- Cowley Rd," Oxford and Solidarity London.>
‘blished by the review Spartacus) and the SDllddrliv London is termorarily suspenc-
replies to this text (notably by the Ame-  ifg the publication of its magazine "Soli--
ricans Peter Rachleff and John Zerzan), darity for workers! power", but will still
some direct reporting and eye-wittness - - be taking subscriptions fnr the National
accounts and -a theoretical summary . and - magazine and for pamphlets including those
_viewpoint. ‘ produced by London alone ( £ 2 subscripticn
- a pamphlet on Spain. A plan is 01rculeb1ng for Britain, £ 3 for abroad, address see
to be discussed and for material to be col- = abeve), . :
lected, A meeting is proposed at Toulouse 7 ]
with Spanish participants. If you want to There is a new French version of C. Bren-
- come, write to Echanges, Paris, del's "Thesis-on_the Chinese Revllution"
- various mostly English texts on class. | - (from Echanges, Paris, & FE).wlth the fol-
struggle in Nazi Germany are he1ng trans- e lewlng'addltlens to the original: some re-
_ lated into French ’ flections on "revolutionary diplomacy”; '
- U tte de classe autonome en Grande Bre~ the 10th congress of the Chinese Communist
tagne 1945-1977" by Cajo Brendel is being Party and its cnnsequencee;.CDnFuc1usﬂend
translated into English (French version the class struggle; the rising star of Teng

Hsiao Ping; the total rehabilitation of

from Echanges, also available in German - L D - '
‘ 9=5 ’ Teng, (an English version 7rom Solidarity

writte to Echanges-Holland for details).
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London contains all but the last two additions)

This French edition contains a bibliography DF
texts written by Cajo Brendel. N

Tgxts on the U.S5.A.

Translation into French of selections from ,
Root and Branch "The rise of the workers' MOVE=

ment" (published in the U.S5,.A, by Fawcet Books

in 1975). Only the texts refering to struggles
in the U.S.A. are published since the"Workers!
councils" by Pannekoek exists in full in French
(published by B&libaste distributed by Echan-
ges) and the text on-May 1968 was originally
written as "La grdve généralisée en France" by
ICO (available direct from Echanges in the ori-
ginal version). The new French translation is
by Spartacus and costs 20 FF (5 rue Ste Croix
de la Bretonnerie, 75004 Paris).

Other essential and general texts on the:. U.S.A.

and already available for some time are:

- J. Zerzan, "A decisive conflict"- DOrganised
labour versus -the revelt against work (from
Black and Red, Solidarity London and from
Echanges in French for 2 FF)

- Wildcat Dodge Truck Jume 1974 (from Black
and Red, p.o. box 9546 Detroit, Mich. 48202

--USA or Solidarity London, in French for &4 FF
from Echanges)

- USA - @ changing reality (uwritten by a col-
lective around Echanges) in English or French
(Frnm Eghanges Paris or London).

Texts on the USA in preparation are:

-~ a pamphlet with texts on the New York pouer
black out, the iron miners strike, the coal
miners strike and the anti-nuclear power

.- movement:.. which should be available soon

. from Echanges

- we hope to translate an article by Jdohn

~Lippert "Fleetwood wildcat - anatomy of a
wildeat strike" published in Radical America,
vol. 11 no.5, (address: p.o. box B, North
Cambridge, Ma 02140, USR) together with
other articles on present struggles in the
u.s. automubile industry

New French publlcatlnns

"The roots of Dctober 1q17“ (Les PECIHES d!
Uctobre 1917 -~ publlshed by Spartacus and
written by the PIC in'French), another attempt
to explain the "death" of the Russian Revolu-
tion by a search for “causes ... perceived
from the beginning as being subjective", espe-
cially-in the pre-revolutionary period + 1900~
1917,

The PIG have also produced thelr own text
"Mise gu point sur 1'autonomie ouvridre" (sum-
ming up of workers! autonomy) which could pro-
vide a basis for discussion-.of. the theme of
"autonamy"-which is becoming fashionable in
France at the moment in imitation of what has
happened ‘in Italy (contact Jeune Taupe Librai-
rie Paralléles h? rue St Hnnuré 75001 Paris)
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For those interested: two articles in Le
Monde/Paris of 25th add 26th Jan, 1978

* under the headlng "L a galaxie des autonge
- mes".

Also new "autonomous" papers:

"Combat pour 1'autonomie ouvridre™ (P.5.,
B.P. 3457 Lille Cedex) and - -
"Bulletin de lisison entre travailleurs"
(Blet, c/o Librairies Paralleles, address
see above).

And last but not least:

"Notes sur les dellnquance" (in Lutte de
classe, address R. logny, B.P. 62009,

75421 Paris Cedex (09), an attempt at a
comparative analysis of the economic func=
tion of deliguance under cepitalism,

"Jodka - Cola" by Charles Levinson (in
French published by Stock).

This recent. book is. relevant to the dis-
cussion already begun in the last issue

" of Echanges about Taylorism in Eastern ‘

Europe & Russia. This rather large work’
(about 500 pages) is often at the level
of anecdote, but contrlbutes some very ,
important elements on the types of. coope=- . -
ration between multinational .corporati

and leaders of Eastern' block cnuntrlesﬁ
The author analyses the dlfferent forms
this cooperation takes which is resulting
in an ever greater interprenetation by the
two partners. This cooperation is on an
equal basis as far .as. profits ‘@re concern-
ed. The bargain made goes:.something like
this: "I brimg our technology, you -supply
the workforce (cheap and docile), we sell
and divide the profits between us."

This of course is very schematic. ThlS
cpllaboration varies in form. It can take
the form of intergovernemental economic
agreements, induwstrial cooperation agree-
ments, sale of patents, rents, leases, but
above all joint production and Joint com-
panies etc.

The second part: of the book deals with
sales of American wheat to the Soviet
Union with all the financial doutﬂe deal-
ing with this had involved.

,The third part studies the more or less
secret commissions, organs etc. which are
at the origin of such cooperation. Mewnbers
of the Rockefeller team and the group
around president Carter are ta be found

on these bodies.

In the fourth part of the book the author
analyses the notion of "détente" and he’
ends with a heavily documented ard tho-
rough study of the relations between the
Italian Communist Party and such multlna-
tionals' as FIAT, '

This work therefore ‘should contribute some

‘material which partly contradicts the ana-

lysis of the journal "Lutte de classe"
GLAT concerning the development of Eastern
block countries, E5p301allj/thls_cnopera-
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tion changes significantly our appreciation

of the level of organisation of Eastern Europe
firms and of the organisation of labour with
the appearance of new types of managers.

New German and Dutch publications

"Revolution fur die Freiheit" (revolution
for liberty) is the title of an interesting
book in which Clara and Pavel Thalmann tell
of the struggles and revolts through which
they have lived (Russia, Spain, France) from
an internationalist point of view, The book
is only availahle in German (published by
Rssociation Verlag - write to Echanges for
details, We are also looking for a French
translator). There are plans to translate it
into Spanish, English and Italian,

"Houses occupation - or - liberation, an ac-
count on the Amsterdam sgyuatters", may 1977.
R text written by three Amsterdam sguatters
far a conference of London squatters in may
1977. By oiving a description of ways of or-
ganisation of the Amsterdam squatters (num-
ber estimated between 3000 and 8000) and its
different forms, according-to specific neigh-
1qurhuuc’.a and character of occupied buildings,
e text criticises the aim of certain London
squatters from the SAC (Sguatters Action Coun~
cil) to set up a kind of sguatters union.
Such a union, following the idea of the mem-
bers of the Trotskist IMG (International
Marxist Group) who are active in the sguat-
ters movement, "lends authority to the orga-
nization, which can then truthfully claim to
represent as many squatters as join". In con-
trast to this proposal some of the characte-
ristics of the Amsterdam squatters movement
are summed up:
- regular house-, street-, block- and.neigh-
boorhood meetings; 4
-~ meetings on town and national level by ac~
tive members (not so much representdtlves)
@cf these groups;
= a regular bulletin (17 issues havz beesn pu-
blished until now) which is distributed to
the different squatters all over town and

exchanged with other sguatter groups in the .

country;

- in-certain neighboorhoods the functioning of,

" a communal fimancial fund on a voluntary

" base to pay for repairs of houses in bad
conditions and for the costs of actions
against private owners and city authorities.
Irregularly an account of the spending of
the money is published and in case of big
expenditures special meetings are organised
(several thousands of guilders have Leen
available in the last yeurs through this
fund)’

The text also tries to give an idea of the

limitations of this movement and, describes

the development of a kind of micro~nationalism -

mhereby people only want to be engaged in ac~
tions in "their own" neighboorhood, street,

house, ToOM ...

The text concludes to say that"the impor-
tance of a movement lays in the possibili-
ties it did develop for more personnel in-
dependency, for more communal affection and
the breaking down of dependency on whatever
authorities or authoritarian structures..."
This 11 page pamphlet is in English and

can be ordered from the bookshop "Het fort
van Sjakoo", Jodenbreestraat 24, Amsterdam,
for 2 D.F1l. (postage incl.), request by
international money order or - what is the:
cheapest way - by paying 2 D.F1, on the
postal .account of M. Bosshard c/o Het fort
van Sjakoo, Amsterdam, accountno. 3932616,

"~ "Cihristiana - Liefde en oeweld" (Christiana

love and v1DlenCL), a pamphlet in Dutch,
published in Amsterdam in november 1977 by
the Spartacus Groep, R. Claeszenstraat hU

‘available for & D.Fl. (excl. postage).-

In this pamphlet a description of the deve~
lopments in Denmark and especially Copenha-
gen, that led to the proclaiming of the
free town Christiana", a peninsula next to
the innercity of Copenhagen, that has been
occupied since 1971. This is followed by

an extensive interview with a (spanish) in-

habitant of the "free" town, where about

800 people are living (many scandinavians

ans some foreigners). He crtiicises several

aspects of Christiana:

- the non-violent methods of the "upper—
class alternatives who try to deny vio-
lence as a social relatlnnshlp,

- the lack cf p= vulClpatlun of the 1nhab1—
tants of Christiana in the decision mak-
ing within the free town and the failure
of "those who know how %o say things" to
overcome their isolation;

- alternative business and exploitation;

- small hash-dealing as a form of resistan-
ce against the existing order and the’
problems of the dealers with their common
enemy the police and their mutual compe-
tition;

- the fear to collectivise; .

- the attempt by the "Children- of God"-

~,0ruanlsat10n to infiltrate and how they
were finally chucked out;

- a discussion on selumanagempnt of repres-
sion in Christiana where attempts are
made to resocialize drug addicts and
small criminals (some politicians argued
that the existence of Christiana was. sav-
ing the Danish state a lot of money that
otherwise would have been used in lunatic
asylum§, prisons and hospitals.

;The interview was made in 1976, during an
- 1nuernat10nal support manlfestatlon in

Christiana against the plans of the autho-

';.rltl s to evict everybody to make plans
for plans for luxury flats and some cultu-
" ral institutions, by someone from Amsterdam

who was there with a group of amsterdam

. squatters to support the Christianites.
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The 11 pages with photographs yive an idea
of the environment of both Christiana and the
miserable 19th cantury neighboorhoods of Co-
penhagen and the almost total alienation of
. -the new suburbs and explain better than
words why so many people try to live another
- kind of life.

The text is not ment as a condennation of
the Christiana movement, but as a discussion
‘aper within this and 51m11ar movements,
‘N.b.: a copy of the tape with the interview
(i French) can be uot by writing to Tjebbe

van Tijen, Nieuw= Amstelst;aat 327, Amster-

dam,

- Exhibition :

of the works of the german writer and painter
Frans W. Seiwert (1894 - 1933) organised by
the Kolmer Kunst Verein in hpln tilt 27th
March 1978, afterwards the exhlbltepn goes to
other west-nerman towns. _ _
Seiwert was a painter, graphrc and activist .-
.of ,among others, *the "Antinationalen Sozia-
Listen Pprte1“(Eer11n 1915), the "Kommunis-
tische Arbeiter Partei Deutschland” (KAPD -
1920) and later on of the "Allgemeine Arbei-
ter Union Einheitsorganisation" ( AAU-E, non
syndicalist left radicals 1921-1S23). ,
His many writings and visual works are now
almost completely published in two catalo-
gues: the writings by Karin Kramer Verlag,
Morusstrasse 28, W.-Berlin; the visual works
and a biography by the helnlschen Kunstver-
ein, Josef Hzubrich Hof 1, hpln.

The catalogues are rather expensive and too
-much in the official exslusive cultural tra-
dition, but many of his works are worthwile
to be known outside the german-speaking area.
Just to stimulate this the following (rough)
translation frcm parts of an article publish-
ed in 1923 in "Die Tat" in Jena:

"Art and the proletariat"

There is no such thing as proletarian art.
Becauwse art is the expression of a culture,
is the visualised forming of a feeling of
liv1ng. And the proletariat has no culture..
It is the suppressed class. that puts on the
culture of its masters, lkke the maid~-servant
]the cast-of f clothes of her superiors ...

" The proletariat will never have a cultuve

of its ouwn, because the conception of prole-
* ‘tariat is unbreakably bound to the concep-
tion of profit economy. With the fall of the
latter ‘the proletariat will stop to exist
‘and a tlassless society will come into being
and create itself an uncomparable culture ..
What this culture will look like - we that
have risen from perversion -cannot know.

But I believe that art and culture will then
stay in a close relationship with the mecha-
nics and the technics of labour. The contra=-
diction labour-play will not exist anymore
~and in its place will come an prganlsatlpn
of conditions for complete human being ...

] 1

All that we, as middle class intellectuals
can do (and their are no other as middle
class intellectuals) we, that have however
put our minds on the coming society, is
doing demolition work on the building of
capitalist society, using the means of
this society and its culture against it,
and there, where the diale¢tic’development
of 'bourceois culture, art and science are
leading to the destruction of the founda-
tion of the existing order, make these
facts publicly known and prevent any at-
tempt to obscure them,"

CONFLICTS AND EVENTS

Great Britain -

When we produced no.. 13 of Echanges, the

‘miners.-had just rejected a product1v1ty

bonus incentive scheme; despite the vote
the mine management and the trade unions
have succeeded in imposing these regional
schemes so as ‘to increase productivity

ana thus get round having to grant uneco-
nomic wace rises. However there are algea-
dy some local strikes breaking out ab

the application of the .different iLonuses,

We shall return to these conflicts and

others which have just ended (Leyland
car plant at Speke, Liverpool, Ford car
plant at Halewood, Liverpool, Firemen's
strike and that of petrol tanker truck
drivers) in a later issue ‘

Flgures on strikes:

days lost (in thpusands)

97 10.980

1971 13.551

1972 - 23.909 .-

1973 7.197

1974 14,750

1975 6.012 - P
1976 3.004 ~
1877 5.965

/_runwlck one

From a Nattlnghan cumrade, we received
the followine informati.lon about a strug-
gle with the same characteristics as th

"Now (late January) in its 28th week, is
a struggle at E + H architectural pro-
ducts, Langley Mill, near Nottingham.

-Ha51cally what has happened is that 17

men (80% of the workforce) decided, dur-
ing a dispute over health cnndltlons at
the plant, that they wished to join the
Furniture, Timber and Allied trade union.
The union has then yiven unofficial re-
cognition, and asked to change this to
official recognition with a closed shop.
A meeting was arranged to sign the agree-
ment for a closed shop (to be held on
August 3, 1977). The night befnre, Hitt
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(the director) phones the union, told" n,hem*Jv
the deal was off, and sacked the 17 work-

ers, This despite the fact that the work-

ers had accepted a pay cut.

Mass pickets were called once every two

weeks and blacking. started. The. leftist .
groups hailed this struggle as "the Grun-
wick of the East Midlands". Pickets stari-

ed with about 100 - 130 people, dropping

but for the rest of 5001ety the union
is no longer that. The union wants no
longer a local branche of an old type
and it knows that in very small facto-
ries, it is very difficult to impose
the "bureaucracy" line.

It is the same situation for the mana-
gement: they know that the bureaucracy
line will be a restriction of their

- To avoid the pickets the management took

to about 30 just before Christmas. The
pickets have been totally peaceful (on
the workers' side, a picket was hit by
~a director's car - ne churges were pro-
fessed by the police).

to smuggling the workers still working
‘into the factory at about. (according to

a picket) 5.30 a.m. So, by Christmas, the

- pickets had becowe two lines of DDllEE
(on each side of the road), with a line

possibilities of making profits and
even of giving better wages if it is
needed to boost sales.

There is a good examplz of that in the
last pulitical battle about the econo-
mic sanctions against Tirms trespass—
ing the 10% guideline, And more, there.
is no need of shop stewards to know
what happens in the factory. .
Workers involved in the Grumwick kind
of struggle hope to find a better si--

tuation with unionization and a closed
shop. But this is ‘a situation of their
own and not the real situation of work
ers against the unions in biguyer fac~

of ‘pickets standing on a grass verge with
the two lines of police between them and
the factory. The pickets and police as-
sembled at about 7.00 a.m. and dispersed

at about O.oo a.m.
The first picket made headllnes an- the

front page of the Nottingham Evening Post

Today the pickets are not even reported.
what the outcome of the dispute is,

‘remains to be seen. The pickets ue;e op-

timigtic about the effectiveness of the
Llacking., The most staygering thing
about the whole situation is the total

. lack of uryency shown by the trade unions.
. Despite the fact that their own interests

are- surely threatened the trade union

~ "movenent" has done so little to force

its ‘interests forwerd, that it almost
seems to have abandoned any pretence of

- representiny the workers (a situation

tories. Experience can only teach them
and they are learning very cquickly

that their hopes are very far from the
~union reality. But nevertheless the

feeling of this gap remains unclear
because there is not (like Swan hunter .
or firemen etc.) a direct clash between
the rank and file and the union (only
a lot of reserves) and because at the

-same time, the left. of the union, of
the left of the Labour and leftist

groups are trying to use thesz kinds
of struugles as a temporary tactic to
show that unions and Labour are the .
sane as before (giving apparently more
confidence to the workers'illusions.

~ which aeems to parallel the Grunwick af-
fair).’
The whole situation just seems to be a
sort of shadowboxing - definitely the
eeling I got last time I.went up. The
mood seemed to be bewilderment at what -
was. NOT happenlnc "

To sum up, it is exactly what you
called !'shadowiboxing!.

There were certainly a lot of these
struggles in the past and there will
be a ot in the future. Capitalism is
not, even in a country like Britain,

a unified structure. In France, a most
backward country in this respect there -
are numerous small firms and such con-
flicts are very frequent: they are
constantly used by the union to dissi-
mulate their real function.

- I'do not know if thesec attempts to ex-
ploit such situations are new in Bri-
tain, but of course they are motivated
by the fact that more and more workers
are without illusitns on the real role

- of the union. The evidence of all that
is given by the sudden disappearance.
of the "Grunwick affair" from the news
(in the same way as its sudden appear-
ance  after the ten months of 1selated
picketing).

" Remarks from another comrade:

"Tg come back to Langley Mill I might

ask you some questions (the same as for
Grunwick). What is the interest for the
management of very small firms to have

g recognised union and a closed shop?-:
What to the interest for the workers and
for the union of such issues?

All over England (and elsewhere too) wer-
kers are struggling ageinst the organised
unigns and 95% of the strikes are unoffi-
cial; everybody knows there are clashes
between the rank and file and the unions
(even at the factory level). In such fac-
tories like Grunwick or Langley Mill the,
nature of the factory and of the worklng
conditipns give birth to the need of a
union - in the old sense of the term -
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Tunisia

Dozens of deal and hundreds wounded. This was
the work of the special militia of the Socia-
list Party in the brutal repression of workers!
demonstrations in Tunis on January 27th, which
followed a series of strikes and demonstrations
involving young people above all,

There are some political reasons (the succes-
sion to president Bourgiuba, Lybian jntrigues
etc.), but it is clear that as in the West and
increasingly in underdeveloped countries the
impact of economic recession has been felt,
especially since the rich countries try and
load as much of the effect on the poor ones.
To carry out this repression the young are
being sent to forced labour camps under mili-
tary discipline. Those to be sent are students
with irregular class attendance, young workers
without regular jobs and those who refuse spe-
cific jobs offered to them ...

They will be paid the minimun wage and will be
allowed to join a union, The operation is in-
tended to-last for fifty years ... In addition
those who have recently moved to the city will
be sent back to their native country side,

Argentlna

The development of industrial capital in Ar-
gentina renders it difficult to repeat there
vhat has happened in CGhile. The existence of

a national bourgeoisie means that the junta

is divided into various clans and therefore
cannot apply a coherent fascist policy.

The existence of/numerous working class /[ a
makes the application of an economic policy
directed towards attracting foreign capital
difficult. To atbract such investment the cost
of production must be considerably reduced and
especially living standards must fall.

Even more than this the government has suffer-
ed a shock ricochet from its own repressive
policies. This is explained in the English
Jjournal specialising in Latin America "Latin
America Political Report" of 4-11-1977.

"Their social policies and the widespread
practise of removing the most representative
workinp class leaders mace all valid nego-
ciation impossible ...-the workers engage in
conflicts for economic reasons, although the
government searches desperately for the hidden
hand of.subversion. At the same time, the
strikes are decisively carried out and well co-
ordinated, which would suggest that the workers
have auccessfully maintained their secret re-
presentative structures in defiance of govern-
ment effdrts to eliminate the leaders." ...
The more ‘autonomous and spontaneous rature of
recent strikes (see Echanges no. 13) which in

the end fnrced the goverrment to give in. (even -

while trying to strengthen repression at the
same time) seems therefore, as a consequence
of the "lack of leaders and unions", an aspect
of struggle which has been detected in Spain
and Eastern Europe in the past.

e
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France

In Echanges no. 11 - the panphlet called
"In Chile tanks - in Europe unions" - we
reproduced a leaflet by the local C.G.T.-
union branche members of the electro-
mechanical section of the French daily Le
Monde (in the main Paris printworks).

This leaflet produced in March 1977 explai-
ned their conflict with the Communist Party
dominated ‘union hierarchy. Their way of
going about this Was interesting. They.

took the declared, democratic prlnclples

of the C.G.T. llterally. They thought that
by remaining faithful to their trade union
and political commitment it was clear that
it was the union members themselves, the
workers themselves (which amounts to the
same thing as there is a C.G,T. closed

shop in the Paris newspaper industiy) who
should decide themselves apon problems
which directly concern them.

Their conflict arose as a result of tech-
nical changes in newspaper printing and
especially around the long conflict con-
cerning the right-wing tabloid "Le Parisien
Libéré" (see Echanges no. 7) which has nou
been resolved. The conflicts at Le Mcm%
broke out again in the Autumn and then\g
again in February 1976 over the transfer-
ingy of a worker from Paris to the suburbs
at St. Dénis. The C.G.T. had suspended the
union representatives of the electro-mecha-
nical section to the working party of
C.G.T. representatives (the G.I.A.) in
October 1977, because they had made repre-~
sentation to the factory inspectorate (who
in the end found in their favour) about the
transfer to St. Dénis of one of their col-
legues., The worker in question now finds
the absolute choice before him "ordered"

by the C.G.T, of either accepting the trans-
rer with the same wages as he earned pre-
viously or staying in Paris with his wages
cut by half., é
This situation had led to a motion of sOli-
darity with this worker being passed-by
his C.G.T,-section at "Le Monde", which
they have reproduced and distributed them-
selves as a leaflet.

This example,which is not isolated, shows
how the transformation of capitalism has
led workers to act in the defence of their
own interests against the union (and thus
to become conscious of the role of the
union), everthough until very recently
they were one of the strongest bastions

of the union,

Sultzerland

An extract from "Flash" - the company
journal of a Geneva englneerlng firm:

", .. the high level of the swiss franc
remdins a primary problem for our-éxport

“markets. Because of this an important pro-

gram for reducing production costs is in

]
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pProgress ... Unfortunately two main problems
are going against this reduction of costs:
productivity and\absenteism.

On the one hand productivity at Lucifer has
fallen rather than risen in the last months,
On the other hand absenteism is a tremendous
problem and we have discussed it with the
personell commisssons. One way of controlling
it will be the introduction of flexi-time for
12 months as an experiment after whith a defi-
nitive decision will be taken. This decision
depends on results for absenteism. The absen-
teism rate.will .be regularly controlled by
our representatives in the commissions,

I would like to be sure that you understand
these two problems which affect our firm,

We need an efficient team, but because of a
high rate of absenteism and low productivity
it is not one. I greatly regret that we have
not managed to find a field of agreement with
the present. "workshops" commission to dedl
with out problems. We observe that instead of
a dialogue and common agreement over problems
which affect our company, they are looking
rather for exacerbation and mistrust ... "

U’t Germany

o o Gun S e e S w0

As was indicated in Echanges no. 13 struggles
are developing in the Federal Republic, forc-
ing unions to develop a harder line and to
commit themselves to limited strikes to avoid
more serious outbursts (see docks, engineering,
printing). It is clear that Germany is joining
the circle of struggles waged everywhere in
Europe and in the world .

Dockers

frobostthocAetnt

Erlnters and
enolneerlng workers strikes

From. the beginning of 1978 the workers in
Gexymany have shown an increased level of com-
vity. Following on one another, the
dockers and the newspaper workers went on
strike., At the same time in the state of
Baden-Wirttemberg the engineering workers
staged small sudden walk-outs to reinforce
their wage clalm. In the second week of March
a national strike of engineering workers became
a strong possibility. .
At the last minute the unions involved pledged
full support to their members. On the face of
it, this contradicted the declaratin made in
the meekly "Der Spiegel" according to which
"The union movement is in no way attacking
the capitalist system". It also seems .at odds
with the unions' true nature and their tradi-
tional policy. Nevertheless, if certain German
unions- at the present time take an apparently
militant position, this is explained by two
circumstances: ,
1~ The employers'! organisation - Bundesverband
der Deutschen Industrie/B.D.I. =-is complaining
about the extension of workers! participation
in industry. They propose measures similar to
those of the British ill-fated Industrial Rela-

- "These dockers",
‘bourg, "should not be underestimated"

tions Act in so far as they are based on an
attack on the unions based ‘'on a false appre-
ciation of their role. ‘In fact, the Spie-
gel" (nr. 2/76) rightly poirts out that
their involvement in participation schemes
allowed the unions to deflect interest:
from.the struggle over wages. According to

Der Spiecel, the chancellor Helmut Schmidt

"has beer guick to explainaat the employ-
ers the immense stupidity of their com-
plaints."

The .comments of Der Spiegel's editorial
staff adds that these attacks "take away
the unions possibility of turning the ‘work-
ers! attention towards political conquests
which could replace their direct and mate-
rial interests and their strength in fixing
all their Fmrces on demands o' such a
nature".

2, At the same time shop floor pressure
has been so strong that th.e unions have
found themselves in a position of being
unable to resist.

On January 24th a dock strike was declared,
Siegfried Bussgager, president of the
transport workers! union had to admit that
the rank and file had already begun striking
before this and that could stop them.
Nobody nor nothing -could stop them. The
prts of Hamburg, Bremen, Brake, Emden,
Llubek and Cuxhaven were paralysed. About
20,000 dockers demanded wages rises hlgher
than the port authorities! 5,7%.

The union was asking for 7A,wbut tihe rank
and file wanted more than that., They won.
Two days later the beginnkng of the strike
the Mayor of Hambourg proposed a compromise
which was rejected; a few days later he =~
intervened again. The employers accepted
7% and the unions ordered a return to work.
The dockers continued. Der Spiegel (6/78)
wrote: "The struggle in the ports 'is now
against the employers, agalnst the govern:-
ment (who wanted.to limit average wage
rises to 4,5%) and against the union as
well”, All three were defeated by autono-
mous rank and file sction. In addition to
the extra 7% they obtained an accross the
board payment of 115 D.M. (about £ 25) a
month exira. '

said Mayor Klose of Hamn-

(der Spiegel 6/78). Der Spiegel spoke of

~a "weakness of the unions in relation to
- workers, very conscious of their dlgnlty

and uhElr power",

"~ The dockers'! success allarmed the unions,

the social democrat politicians and indus-

"trialists at the same time. "They (the

dockers) have put the national economy in
danger! They said "tc hell with the natio-
nal econamy" , replied the dockers. "uWe
know what that means" (from Der Spiegel,
6/76).

In the same issue "Der Spiegel' gave a
warning "The results obtained in the ports
will sharpen workers' conflicts; the union
bureaucracy must envisage strong rank and
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file pressure". Resistance was alréédy showing.

The article declared "The dock strike is neith-

er exemplary nor it it a model" but management
was informed by the shop floor "It has already
had the effect of a spark".

After the dockers came the print workers -
straight away. Their struggle was half autono-
mous, half official, The shop floor began wild
cat action, the union kept out but was forced
to follow the men after a fortnight. The main

issue was not wages, but the maintenance of em-'

ployment in. an industry overtaken by new tech-
nigues (the replacing of led type by photogra-
phic plate making). The newspaper owners re-
‘fused to guarantee jobs and replied with a -
lock out. Nearly the entire country has been
without papers. It is their absence which pre-
vents us (for the moment = half March) from
obtaining further details. '

The only thing we can add to this report is on
the threatened engineering workers strike.

At the time of writing the union has not yet
called an official strike. But the rank and
file are already on the more, Autonomous ac-
tions have begun here and there. Everyune BX=-
pects a large scale conflict.

Eastern Europe

The economic crisis has not slowed down the
interprenetation of the capitalist economies
of the East and West. More than 800 English
workers are building a factory to produce
200.000 tons of PVC<plastic (140,000 tons will
be for export) at Wloclawek 150 km North of
Warsaw. The factory will also produce sodium
and solvents for a multinational firm Petro-
carhon, using a technigue given to them by the
Japanese., An agreement has been passed by the
American L&vi-Strauss company (makers of tne
famous Lévi jeans) and the "1st May factory"
at Marcali in Hungary. Under the agreement the
Hungarians will produce 41 million. jeans a year
with cloth, models and machines all imported
from the U S.A. It now takes the company 50

to 65 minutes to produce a pair of trousers.
With the. new installation it is hoped to

. reduce the time to 30 minutes and then 24
minutes (in the San Francisco factory it
takes 14 minutes).,

Romania has just got credit from a group of
American banks to exploit a coal mine in Vir-
ginia whose entire production is to be export-
ed to Romania to supply its steelworks.

In the Eastern block countries, economic growth
in itself and in response to soc1al pressures,
depends for a large part nowadays on foreign-
trade. An important part of this trade (more
than 50%) is carried out with the west.

In Hungary exports forms 50% of the national
revenue, The division of labour at an interna-
tional level and the ending. of certain products
are made according to capitalist criteria of
profit; a debate for Hungary concluded that
.+s "The more prices inside get closer to
world market prices, the more company profits

o
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reveal real differences in productivity and
the greater will be the encouragement to
produce modern and competitive products
vee" (Financial Times 23-2-1978). - .

The alignment of prices inside Eastern

- Europe with market prices expresses per-

fectly the interpretation of the two capi-
talisms. Russia bhad had to double the price

- of petrol to its home buyers and to raise

the price paid by other eastern european

- countries (they supply 80 - 100% of their

petrol) by 23% for 1978 i.e. a rise of
300% since 1971.

On the one hand Russia and the eastern
block countries are forced to participate
in world trade to a greater and greater
extent. On the other hand class struggle
makes the growth of productivity and thez

"aligning of prices with levels outside very

difficult. It is a vicious circle in which
each step reinforces the problems which it
saught to resolve and forces the toast to

. pet even further involved with intercapita-
list ties (see for example the applications

of Poland, Hungary and Tchecoslovekia to
Jjoin the international Monetary Fund now
that Romania has already been admitted).

In all these countries class struggle
continues to prevent adoption of measure‘
required by a planned ca italist economy.
Since the revolt of Polish. workers (1971,
1970 and 1976 ~ see the book .by ICO and,.
the Echanges pamhlet, both available from
Echamges/Paris) and that of the Romanians
(we are thinking of a possible pamhlet on
this) wages have risen considerably as has
the growth of consumer goods demands, which
the economies of these countries cannot
answer, East Germany has opered its shops
to West German goods to soak up its sur-
plus cash, but at the same time has created
a dangerous dynamic of "needs" (see Echan-
ges no. 13). Everyuhere the price of essen-
tial products is slocked: rent, basic food-
stuffs,  transport. The recent Polish part.
conference "chose" to put off a rise’in '
retail prices yet again. In Romania comple-
mentary investment subsidies have hbeen mace

" for the production of food and certain con-

sumer goods.

The same consequence of “he class struggle
and the fact that it is 1m90531ble for the
state capitalists to resolve the problems

of distribution and maintenance posed by
a modern economy can be seen in the opening
up of the rigid state capitalist system
towards small retailers and artisans.

Poland showed the way with decollectivisa-
tion (and she cannot go back on it now) of .
agrlculture and the develupmhtt of prlvate
enterprlse.

Hungary is following the same road (in
Budapest the number of artisans rose in

1977 from 149 to 15,259) by granting big

tax concessions to new concerns., In Poland
shop keepers and artisans besides employirg
their own families can employ up. to four L
other persons (1/3 of Lhe restaurants and

ot




4 ©H @

-9

all the car service stations are "private"
in addition to the more traditicnal artisan
sectors). In Hungary and East Germany, small
private-business take account for 63% and
48% of the service industries respectively.
The thesis of the party are now brought out
to justify the fact that the gquality of
services can only be maintained by private
enterprise. In Russia it is estimated that
50 million individual allottments (3% of the
cultivated soil) is responsible for 1/4 of
agricultural production; nevertheless here
private commerce is hardly known. In prin-
ciple state capital strictly controls the
private sector just as the multinationals
control the small firms in western europe.
But the development of a tradittonal middle
class or its maintenance results in certain
economic and political consequences. It un-
derlies a certain form of "democratisation"
where as modern capitalisms own needs could
necessitate another form; the middle class
could he a support for capital in its domi-
nation of the working class, but its exis-
tence introduces distortion in the concen-
tration of capital, in its accumulation and
in the' realisation of profit.

t there are at present no other routes
open for capital in Eastern Europe countries.

Fifth Estate (address: 4403 Second Avenue,
Detroit Mi 48201) of October-November 1977
published an article by J. and P. Zexzan

on "Industrialism and Domestication" with
this introduction: "In the late 16th and

. eally 19th centuries, the rise of capitalism
was met by bitter and intense resistance.
Its establishment was only effectuated by
the imposition of the factory system as a
method of social control. The result was a
tamed working class and a degradation of
labour which lives to-day at the core of the
marxist conception of socialism,"

tialy
The Communist Party (PCI) dominated trade
union (CRIL) has had a great deal of trouble
in Naples recently, One of its provincial
secretaries dares not travel to and from
work without a body guard of three heavies,
His "Camera di lavoro" was invaded by about
200 unemployed on January 24th (there are
about 150,000 unemployed in Naples out of a
total population of 1,25 million ).

A journalist from the journal "Republica"
went to investigate this and discussed mat-
ters with the participants and supporters

of the unofficial Committee. They considered
that if the PCI entered the government:

"It would be worse, worse even than today,
we would lose the right to strike"
"Nothing has changed since the Red Junta
(i.e. the PCI which now governs Naples)

was elected, clientism continues: ..."
On. Lama (the General Secretary of the
PCI who runs the CGIL): "He is & complete
give-away .. we know so because up to
1976, up to then the organised unemployed
kept the trade union out of their activi-
ty and succeeded in gaining something.

But hardly had the CGIL and the CISL in-
filtrated our movement than nothing was
more was won,"

"The union today is an enemy to smash.

The union and the PCI want only to disuni-
te the organised unemployed and so they
call us hooligans"("teppisti").

Since these events the PCI has held a
conference of its "workers! base" in
Naples as a means to put pressure on the
people in the Mezzogiorno where the PCI
and its workers! front have little power.
(Previously the conference was held in
the North of the country). Their main
worry was that they had only a 50% worker
membership: workers - that is our racket,
unemployed - they are all gangsters!

(See La Repubblica/Rome of 5/6-2-1878
and Carriere dolla Sora/Milan of 3.3.76

Last small event in small country:
Holland

During a neighboorhood festival in
October '77 a new bookshop "Het fort van
Sjakoo" was opened on the ground floor

of a house which has been squaitted since
1975.

It is a bookshop/information centre
specialised in past and present attempts
at autonomous living, housing, environment,
natural food, "soft" technology and resis-
tance to usurping of power by authority.
The bookshop want to be international

and proposes material in several languages,
first of all Dutch, but also a growing
selection of English, French, German,
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and Scandi-
navian languages. This list is not defi-
nitive. ,

The collective would welcome enquirie
about deposing items in their shop in
guantities. They also have photocopying
facilities (write to their adress: Joden-
breestraat 24, Amsterdam, take the phone
to call their no. 020-225420 or

pay a visit, for people who know Amster-
dam: it's between Rembrandt's house and
the fleemarket, the shop is open from
Monday till Saturday from 12 - 6.30 p.m.

'




