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THE KAMPUcHEAN COUNTER REVOLUTION 

Kampuchea ; a 6mal,l cquntry with an es>timated popu.Le t Lqn of 6 milliors, has be, recei­ 
ving a lot of mèdia at.tention 'recently in compari,son .t.o the almo'st total lack of coverage 
given"to it' befbre the coup' d'état of 1970 • ,Until ther ,wh~~ one ialked of Indo-China " 
one thought almost exclusively of the Vi~tnam war or of Th~iland • Yet the other States' 
of the area' " and Kampuchea ( or Cambodia ) especially have a history as long and com­ 
plex as "tho:se of any other st'ate , nat.ion or race' on E·ar:th. ' 
Until the mid fourteenth ,century , Kampuchea was one of the great Asian empires an~ had 
traded wi th Imperial Rome during i ts heyday ", A memorial' t'o that lost splendour is the 
great coffiplex 6f religio~s buildings kn6wn as 'Angko~ ~. This ~~pire was bas~d upon • 
se. of agressive wazs. against bath Vietnam and Ch,ina which p ruv Lded the slayes f..,r the 
ma~e buildin~ and irrigation ~rojects bf the,God kings of the' khmer people. At the 
height of their power these kings r~.led ove'r the terri tories now known as .Thailand , Laos, 
and Kampuchea and they controlled parts of 'Burma and Mall'ysia r but by' the f'our teerrth cen­ 
ty::y 1;he ceaseless wars and a faillite ta me irrta in . the v i ~al . irr.fgation system had Iei·{ , ' 
Kampuchea economically:weaker than the emerging powers of Thailand and 'Viet~am .Until the 
arrivaI of the French in the nineteenth century ,the history of Kampuchea was to be a series 
of disputes between t~,s~ ,economically , and, hence mili tary , more powerful nations • 

By 'the nineteenth 'cerrtuxy -.i(~n;puchea was one of the mnst backward countries upon Earth 
and th~ fren6h considered to be nf importance only as a buff~r State betw2en ~heir other 
interesti in South Eastern Asia and ihe British ,influence in Thailand and because it ~on­ 
trolled , via the Mekong river, ihe route'into the vast market~ of Southern China ~ Thi~' 
low e'stim'ation of Kempuchea ' s v aLue can be seen in France' s almost total failure' to devÉ­ 
lop the c'ouhtry • Wi th .the excap t i.on of a fe~ ameni ties , such as roads and echoo.l s , and 
the rubber p Larrba't Loris started by Mi helin after the Great War they left Kampuchea j ust ' 
as ~e.y had found i t , as' late as ,1953. when the country gained indeperidance , Poche~kong 
t~~ernatiunal airport for Phnom penh had no concrete surface runways • ' 

Independance itself was somethihg of a misnomer • The central government controlled' 
only the plàj_ns '. In the mountains' lived a series nf tribes r Por , Yothea , Ya , etc •• 
generally' ,knbwn as the Montagnards whu practised slash and burn agricul t.ure,' worshipped 
their own""animist spi:d ts in preference to the State' s Buddhism and owned only the most 
nominal ~ilegiénce to anyone except the~selves • ,The ~ew governement made no attempt t~ 
bring these tribes unde r i ts authori ty until the ,mid si.xtias when the attempt , unsurpri­ 
singly pr~voked a revoIt from the Montagnards. As weIl as this,ethnic division ,Kampuchea 
was also split ~ociologically between the countryside where peasants farmers worked their 
own lands in t'he fertile delta of, the Mekong and the ci ties where capi talism and i ts 

"civili~ation " was ~qncentrated • He~e lived, the educated middle cl~ss , the proletariat 
the b~r~au6ré6y and the emerging entrepreneurial class • These functions were almoat total­ 
ly co~trolled by non-khmer races , f6r iris tance the capital cit~ Phnom Penh was fourty 
per c.ent'Vietnamese , fifty per cent Chinese , throe per cent eurnpéan and seven par cent 
othcir ra~es • The majority of gov~rnment offi~ials were o~ mixed origin (bath Lon Nol 
and Pol Pot were nf Khmer an~ Chin~se hlood ) or cam~ from the large khmer population of 
Soutf ~Vie'tnam (such as Iang Sar~' who "wàs number two in the Khmer rouge regime .) "This deep­ 
ly divided'c6unt~y remained eco~omically one of the,mcist ba6kward countries in ~he third 
world; {ts 2,46 Milliors ac res maintained 'a popu Lat Lon of around eight millions at 't'he end" 
of the' wa:r' while Vietnam fed i ts 60 milliors ci tizens from an acreage only t,wice' tha:t; of 
Kampuche a: 's. This backwardness has been reflected in' the history of the country • 

In I945 the Japanese persuaded the ruling monarch Norodom Sihanouk to declare indepen­ 
dance • He immediately attempted to force a retUrn ta the feudal absolutism of the Gold 
kings • The middle classe retaliated by gaining Japanese backing for B counter coup 
aqai~st Sihanouk and his Vichy FiJn~h surporters • This move waS successful and the natio­ 
n~:Ù:st middle classe formee! a government led by a french educ abed lawyer Son Ngoc Tan 
(' ag'ain: from the Khmer' s of SoUth Vietriam }which unlike that of Ho Chi Minh failed to 
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to allolish the monarchy, contenting themselves with demanding greater autonomy ~-1Jniy when 
the French launched a war to reg~in their Asian colonies did Son Ngoc Tah d~m~nd cdmpl~te 
independ nce • The weaknesses of the middle class were well illustrated in October 1945 
when the Fr~nch h~d ~eentered Saigon but had not set foot in Kampuchean te~ritory. A minis­ 
ter in Son Ngoc Tan government, one Khim Tit , flew tti Saigon ta neiociate witW th~ French 
commandant in chief , genaral Leclerc • There he was bribed by followers of Sihanou~ and - 
upon his return to Phnom Penh ,General Lee Lare and two other ~fficers flew Lrit o, Kamp:wc,t:ie~ , 
arrested Son Ngoc Tan and carried him off ta Saigon 'wi th'Out any interfërence at a11 .' the 
middle class governement cullapsed immediate1y and made no furthfrr attempt-~o challen~e 
the monarchy until 1970 • ' 

In 1952 , the Buddhist hierarchy b8gan ta support 'the nati6nalist d~mands for indépen­ 
dence • In order to forestall a nati8n~list uprising king Sihanouk "rebelled " against ' ' ' 
the French who were deeply engaged at Dien Bien Phu end then a110wed Kampuche~ independdnce 
In interviews at the time Sihanouk explained ,that, he had ected to prevent the nationalists 
being allowed ta appear as Liberators and abolishing the monarchy .'Yet ,~v~rituBl declara­ 
tion of a republic in I970 œeve e Led how far from being r-ad.Lc. ,1, nationalis,t movement .... 
the midda~ class were as power aftex Sihanouk 's overthrow passed into the hands of one 
of his Lonq term supporters " Lon Nol," ..... (, see next line ) 
rather than genuine radicals such as Son Ngo6 Tanh or Sirik Matak • Lon Nol , a deeply 
superstitious person who once suggested'that Phnom Penh would be best defended by sprin­ 
kling holy sand round its outskirts , was once said to practise Sihanoùkism 
without Sdhanouk • From the beginning of his gov~rnment i~ 1970 the country ent~red i 
oeriod of almost total collapse. The countryside was unsafe and in consequence food pro­ 
duction" ~ropped, ~rastically • Industr~~~ output too ~a_ile~ and the economy came. to deJa:! 
upon Lavâ.sh A,merl.can grants • The huge ° scale of Ame r i.can Lnves tmerrt produced Wl.despr_ 
corruption'. Hone~t administraters , officiers or politicians either fled to France or 
joined Khmer-Rougci • Often Uhited State weaponry passed st~a!ght from Lon Nol's forCes 
into the hands of. the Khmer Rouge and 'although the Nixon administr~tion was aware of the 
state of affairs it made no effort to alter them since they regarded their cambodian 
operations aS a side showto tie down Victnamese forces ~nd thus prolong the Thieti regim~ 
in Saigon'for a little longer. With the American pulloui of troops:.in 1970-I97I"from 
Indbchina , the United States began to rely upoo massive ai~ strikes ~gainst the Vietna­ 
mese supply lineiothrough Kampuchea ( the Ho .hi Minh traii ) to' slow do~n the,Viet:Cong 
take ov~r , oit is 'estimated that èlmost half a million tOMS of high explosive were dr6p-, 
ped on Kampuchea betwsen February and AUgust 1973 • This bombing campaign shattered the 
already feeble economy and totally disrupted the fabric bf ~06iety • 'Thousands of Jillagei 
were dclstroyed , families separ~ted and ten of thou~ands of refugees driven from their 
homes • Duri~g this period the rage and hate of the khmer people helped Pol Pot to gain 
control of the Khmer rouge • 

The Khmer Rouge had its origins in -t he struggle for iCidependence of the years 19. 
I;;55 . The Vietminh, who were fighting the French in their own country began ,seeking 
contacts iri Kampuchea in an effort to relieve some of the 'pressure on themselves by for­ 
cing the French to extend-their forces. ~t firet , they used their country men ;iving , 
in Kampuchea as 'weIl as Kh~ers from South Vietnam but this movement wai defeated i~ 1954 
and fragmented wi th only a small group known a's the Pracheanchon rcmaining both 'partly 
Le q a L and in oppoa.i.t.Lon ta Sihanouk • This group was later joined by stùdents retUrning 
from Francfr where they had been in coHtact ~ith the French Communist Party 'and with radi­ 
cols from' other third world countries " such Samir Amin an Egyptian econcmda t who ,'now 
lives iri 5enegal ~ Pracheanchon included many people who later w'ere ta form ' the h?rd 
core of the .Khme r Rouge':' Khieu Samphan , Khieu Thiri t ~ Khieu Ponmary , Pol Pot, 
( who's -real nam~ is Salath Sar ) , Ieng Sary and, Son Sen and although some books did 
circulate amorgst them they had little real kn6wledge of Marxist -Leninist theories and 
they remained e~sentia1ly chauvinistic. For iristanc~ i Ieng S~ry issued a proclamation 
eg~inst ratially mixed marriages and Pol Pot was wont tri describe himself ~s ,the "ori­ 
ginal khmer " lllihen signing docu.nents. Pol Pot e.l so revealed 'a lack of understanding about 
bolshevik theory when he visit'ed yougoslavia with 'some trotskyists at a tinie when Tito 
was being denounced as fascist by the orthodox comm~nist line - during this, v,isit ; ;Pol' , 
Pot was a member of the French Communist Party • Such people could not he Lp view the :,' 
Vietminh inflUence with Pracheanchon except with distrust and , in view of the historie 
enmity between Vietnam and Kampuchea , it should not b~ tao surprising tb fi~d that th~ 
Pol Pot clique' quickly gained the aac endency over " the agents of Vietnamese impe'rialism" 

Sihanoükist' reprsGsion: du ri nq the sixties forced Pcil Pot et al to flee the cities • 
At first they sheltered in the lowland but they had to move into the highlands amorigst, 
the Montagnards who became , sa Pol Pot later c Ladrned " thcir most ardent fbllowers .' 
Such an alliance of middle clasè radicals a~d primitive hill tribes could not of cours~ 
have taken control of Kampuche a under normal cond Ltd.ons • The Khmer farmers in the' low­ 
: 'nds did Mot support them bccause fertile soil and thci absence of land lords guarant8~d 
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tho' !Jsasants survival H 'th f' ~ , )' " • owevor, an c con us a.en that Tollowed the American Lrrte rve.: 
~ion , the K~mer Rouge b~eame the major force in the country • Intellectuals who had 
prev iously s Ldad wi th Lon Nol ei, ther fled abroad or j oinod the Khmer Rouge where they 
helped to fuel the leadershi~ struggle and oftén IQst their lives - Hou Yuan , Hu Nim 
50 Phim, " Koy Thucin and Poc Deuecomar along with many other no te Lbe figures al! disap- 
pe arud at this time , in which Pol Pot èmerged supreme and uncha I Lenqed especially a-;-'~_,' 
the Kh1er Rouge conquered the whole country in 1975 • ' - "~' 

Once e~tablished in power the policy of Pol Pot and his Montagnard~ followers were 
ruthlessly' purauad : the mid~Üe c Laas was eliminated , the farmers rep reasad and t echno 
logy ~v~~ at thci primitive~~vel of irrigation pumps discarded, Bd~cation :'medical se~-' 
v i.c e s even communications' were ertn.i.h i.Le t ed • The Khmer peop Le w,:.l'e eveil forc;:ed, .to ,:disca:::-d 
thei~c6~ou~f~1 national ~arb in favour of Montagna~d black~cloth • 

Thi~ {t6nocl~sm' was no~ the ~esult of a bolshevik middle class strlving towards th~ 
establishment of State Capitalism ; Lenin and Tr~tsky u~ed tsarist offi~ers to build ~ho 
Red Army and Mao used "capitalist " engineers ta run the Chinese econo~y afte~ I949 • 
Instead it was the result of the most primitive group in a society se{z~ng power and eE~" 
rying their hatred of capit~lism ta illogical extremes • Just as UN intervention in t:~8 
Congo in the early sixties allowed the Simbas to s~~~c control of large areaS of the 
country and indulge in a frenzy of destruction whieh at times led to the reduction 
of s tcna buil t houses because they were foreign symbols , so the American bombing z a:' .'-::0 
of 1973 produeed a dislocated society in which the Montagnards - the least affected g":'~ , ... ;­ 
were able to dominate the country • Allied with a small radical and nationalist middlr. 
class these tribes were able tu prevent the intellectuals fro~ exercising any control 
Over them • Indeed , many of the intellectuals themselves fell victim to Pol Pot thp.o~ ~8} 
AThus , far from insti tuting State Capi talism , the Khmer Rouge became an Lns trumen: 
~ne of the bloodiest counter -revolutions yet witnessed . As a direct result of forei;: 
intervention the revolution collapsed and reaction was established • Now the KampucheB~ 
route to State Capitalism will take place under Vietnamese direction • 

Willy Van Damme - 11- 1980 

INTERNATIONAL GET TOGETHER 
An international get together 
at Osoabrück ( West Germany ) 

- Eastorn countries 
- China 

For information, it is better ta write directly to the German addross - and as soon 
as possible • No text or summ~ng up will be put in circulation before t~,~ meeting . 

will be organised for Easter I98I ( 18,19 and 20 April 01: 
ta diseuss : 
mainly on East Germany , Po Lar.d and Soviet Union • 

P HLET ON POLAND 
~ ,are still working on a pamphlet concerning the struggles in Poland • A rough draft \)~.', 
circulate among some comrades ; the definitive text will include critieism and discUEG~On~ 
including the Easter debates on the subject • We still invite everyone to send any 
original material and to take part in the discussions about the points raised in the 
issue nO 23 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The cast and the work of duplicating and postage impose 
the circulation of Ecnanges : we will send Echanges only 
their subscription • 

on us a strict limitation o~ 
ta subscribers hav ing rer·~· , 

PUBLICATIONS 

in French : Liaisons dangereuses n 0 3 - Besson BP 30 75861 Paris Cedex 20 
Day to day struqgles and strikes in France - Strikos in Poland - 
Temporary work • 

Jeune Taupe nO 34 - Librairie ParAllèle - 47 rue St Honoré - 75001 Paris 
12 pages out of 20 on the "Faurisson defence " and its surrounding ( and 
a leaflet on the same subject ) and only 3 pages on Poland • We have ta 
believe that the ideological struggle ( and whieh one ..• ) is four times 
more important than the class struggle of the Polish wcrkers • 
Agora n 0 4 HP 3187 - 31027 Toulouse Cedex - A lot of very weIl presentprl 
articles on varia us but of unequal importnnce subjects . 

in English : Root and Branch : nO 9 Box 236 - Somerville - Ma 02143 - 
Steel: can rationalisation cure odd age (\~ithout causing depression ) ? 
Let a dozen flowers bloom : TheBeijing free speech Movemen+ • 
The rod Brigades between stalinism and leftism - Notes on the concept of 
class • 
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,Solidari ~Y (, London Pamehle.i n " 56 -C/o ra Lathom Road 1 London,E 6 
a postfa6e by Ian Pirie and ,A.A. 
includes a separate smal~ pa~phle~ 

A Fresh Look ,~t Lenin "by Andy Brown with 
'Raskoln_kov. The last issue of Solidarity 
on Poland . 

from Cienfuegos Press, ( Over the Wat~r - SRnday ~ Orkney ~ books' and pamphlct~ : The 
'Christie File ( 5tuer~ ~hristie ~ The First Mayday , The Haymarket speeches 

, (Voltairine de Cieyre ) ~ Anarchism and Marxism (D3niel Gué~in ) - A~arc~y 
( JRWhite' ) 

We have received some materials, frcm Barcelon~ dockers , on t~eir strike , their autono­ 
maliS organisation and thcir international contacts !We will come back on this subject, 
.~ e next issue of Echanges 

,": 


