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“ALL WE CAN
ADVICE. AND AGAIN WHILE GIVING
IT WE SAY: ‘ THIS ADVICE WILL BE
VALUELESS
IENCE AND
LEAD YOU
IT IS WORTH FOLLOWING'.”

Peter Kropotkin, Anarchis¢ Morality.

DO IS TO GIVE

IF YOUR OWN EXPER-
OBSERVATION DO NOT
TO RECOGNISE THAT
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FRATERNIZATION MEANS “Workers of

the World Unite”™

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to justify modern
war with its indiscriminate destruc-
tion of combatants and non-comba-
tants, of women as well as men, of
the 9ld as well as the young. But
ﬁgh.tmg it.self can be justified; for to
be inert in the face of injustice and
cruelty and oppression is somply
!)ase. One must struggle against it,
Just as _the unarmed Spanish people
d:g against Franco’s attempted coup
deta.t in July 1936, just as the anti-
Nazis and anti-Fascists of the under-
ground movements of revolt have
dong for years. Workers everywhere

e the justice of such a struggle
and instinctively support it—it is
also their struggle—it is only rulers
who are indifferent to it, and concern
themselves solely with preserving
their own power.

Yet our rulers recognised the
hatred of workers in this country for
Nazism, and have used this feeling
for their own ends in the present war
—*the fight against Nazi oppression.”
Anarchists do not forget however
that the first victims of Nazi oppres-
sion were the German workers. If
the war has any meaning for the
working class, it must secure the
liberation of the German workers who

have suffered under Hitler's rule for
twelve years.
Ideology Wearing Thin

But the excuses of the former
friends of Nazism are wearing thin
indeed. It becomes clearer and
clearer that the war of nation against
nation covers the war of rulers
against the ruled. The latter are
only just beginning to realize this,
and they may yet be duped. The
rulers on the other hand have realized
it all along, and have sought many
ways to cover it. But their deeds
betray their aims. Faced with con-
crete situations—for instance in Italy
and Greece—our rulers have not
hesitated to side with reaction, have
not scrupled to shoot down workers
and protect native fascists.

Now the same thing is happening
in Germany. Stanley Baron des-
cribes in the News Chronicle
(21/3/45) how well-to-do Germans
have escaped the privation which war
has inflicted on the German workers.
He describes how they have been able
to seek relative safety in such places as
Bad Godesburg. “To come into Bad
Godesburg after spending hours
among the bomb-shattered people of
Cologne, or even from the plain where

[Considerable  publicity is
being given in the Scottish
newspapers 1o
John Connor,
merchant seaman who has
been sentenced 1o a year’s
imprisonment in Russia on a
charge of being drunk. Our
Glasgow comrades are taking
a most active part in public-
ising the case by public meet-
ings. The Glasgow Herald,
3/4/45 reports that “a pub-
lic pertition calling for the
abrogation of the sentence is
being prepared by the Anar-
chist Federation. Meetings
will be held in all parts of
Central Scotland at the week-
end”. The Daily Recorder
of the same date publishes a
photograph of our comrade
Eddie Shaw and an interview
with him. Ouwr comrade is
addressing a meeting of pro-
rest on Sunday afternoon at
Cambuslang Cross—EDbs.]

the case of
24-year-old

be enauired into,

[TANARKS SEANAN
GAOLED IN RUSSIA

One Year’s Imprisonment for being drunk !

To the Editors, “War Commentary":

I have just returned from Russia where
one of my shipmates got into trouble with
the Authorities, but in view of the extreme
penaitly imposed on him | wish to bring it
lo the notice of the general public.

We went ashore the first night after
arrival at Murmansk and as is a common
ocourrence bought Vodka.
Bot drunk and fell foul of the police, who
¢ame to arrest him. As the police were
laking him into oustody he struggled, and
the ground heing ice covered a policeman
fell and broke the butt of his rifle. He
was laken to prison and ahout six weeks
later brought to trial. None of us were
present, but his rations were called for
from tho ship. On enquiries we were told
that the minimum was three years, accord-
ing to Russian Law. When we sailed he
hadn't put in an appearance and his
clothes were sent ashore,
formed by the captain that he had been
sentenced 10 three years in the Siberia salt
mines. 8Since we came home all Hands on
the ship signed a petition, and handed it
to the West Hartlepool Seamens' Union.

His name was John Connor and ho lived
in Cambuslang, outside Glasgow,

| would like this published in the hope
that it may help this vicious sontence to

“Aid to Russia”, his fam-
ily having been very active
in collecting many contri-
butions for this purpose,
his uncle being particular-
ly active. In a conversa-
tion with the latter he
made it clear to me that
his nephew did not take
intoxicants until he joined
the merchant navy. The
C.P. however are attempt-
ing to make this fellow
worker into a “Son of
Satan” in order to justify
the “Paradise” they have
held before you so long.
The incarceration of
this seaman has placed his
wife in a very difficult
position since she now gets
no pay from any source.

My shipmate

We were in-

JACK CROOK,
Glasgow,

F any further proof were nceded for
workers in this country that the picture
painted of the U.S.S.R. was a lie, and that
the Communist Party are liars, surcly the
case of John Connor is that proof.

For twenty-four years now the Anarchists
haye exposed the fallacy that conditions of
workers were any better in Russia, than
in any other capitalist country. But the
Communist Party have cashed in on this
belief, and now sit astride the workers in
] in, having wormed their way to posi-
tions of power, in the workers unions and
the same treachery as the Bolsheviks
so well to enslave the Russian Workers,
carry out their underhand activities as
for the Ruling Class. Their
of the oldest known to man,
g others of actions for which
are guilty. Tearing the
genuine revolutionaries,

M‘ class fighters. The

being used against

A letter was sent to the Russian Ambassa-
dor six weeks ago, but he has not even con-
sidered it worthy of a reply. This is only
to be expected, as workers are treated like
dirt by the bureaucrats of Moscow,

Is it any wonder that the mine workers
are being sold to the boss when such ser-
vants of Moscow as Abe Moffat and Will
Pearson are strangling them in their strug-
gles. Throughout Britain every seaman,
miner and factory worker must demand the
release of Scaman Connor. Don’t let the
C.P. liars get away with ir, Let the
weight and might of the workers open the
doors of the prison which holds our fellow-
worker.

He risked death with his fellow seamen to
take food and stores to Russia. Send him
food, for it has been made known by men
who sailed with him, that, during the six
weeks he was held before trial, he was
being starved. His rations had to be taken
into the prison from the ship. There is no
ship now. He is alone in a strange land
not understanding the language, while his
loved ones wait and wonder.

DEMAND THE RELEASE OF
SEAMAN CONNOR,
Eppiz SHAW.

- PR N

German men and boys in droves are
shovelling stones and earth, working
side by side with American soldiers
to widen the roads, is to realize
profoundly the falsity of the myth that
for all social classes in Germany the
war has been total.”

These priveleged social classes in
Germany, like their counterparts
among the Allied countries are chiefly
afraid of the working class in their
own country. “What will be their
fate?”” asks Stanley Baron. ‘“‘They
look to the Allies in the hope that it
will be a not too uncomfortable one.
They hope that in the struggle which
they know must come within the
German social classes our presence
will throw the weight to the Right,
not to the Left.” Experience in Italy

and Greece shows that their hopes

are probably well founded. But if
the Allies do in fact “throw the weight
to the Right,” the Right which sup-
ported Hitler; if they act against the
German working class (and, of course
we know this is exactly what they
will do) then what becomes of the
justification for the war with all its
ghastliness and accumulation of
suffering?

German Workers Against
Hitler
*“There is no doubt” declares the
commentator Howard K. Smith, *‘that
the vast majority of the German
people are deathly sick of war, and,
if the present slice of Germany we

hold is an index, there is little doubt
that most of them are pretty sick too
of Nazism.” The Stockholm corres-
pondent of the Manchester Guardian
reports increasing numbers of deser-
tions from the German Army, such
that the Nazi press has to issue
instructions openly for their apprehen-
sion. Clearly, therefore, anti-Nazi
forces entering Germany would
receive help and support from these
anti-Nazi forces inside the country.
But the Allied forces entering Ger-
many—at least, as far as their com-
manders go—are not anti-Nazi.
They are concerned with the war of
nation against nation, that is to say,
the war of one imperialist interest
against another. They are concerned
to see that the fundamental war, the
war of rulers and ruled, does not come
out into the open. And that is what
would happen if rank-and-file allied
anti-Nazis linked up with German
anti-Nazis, for our rulers for years
supported and subsidized Hitler, and
at this moment are supporting Franco
and Plastiras.

Such is the background for the most
important issue of the war in Europe
at the moment: the question of
Fraternization. For months now the
Allied High Command has been
issuing orders against fraternization,
fining and even imprisoning soldiers
who even play with German children
or smoke with German girls. Now
Montgomery has issued yet another
order to try and impress on British
soldiers with the untouchability of
their German fellows. For twelve
years the German workers have been
held down by the Nazi Party; now
they are kicked by the British ruling
class as well. Monty’s order is
evidently needed, for according to S.
L. Solon, the News Chronicle’s

(continued on page 2 col. 1)

Alternative to Political

WE have before us at this moment a copy of

War Commentary for March 10th. This
contains a number of resolutions put forward by
a group of Glasgow workers, which they hope
will form the basis for a real workers’ union.
This is a question of the utmost importance, and
it is especially timely at this moment when,
under an appearance of apathy, the whole work-
ing class movement is in a ferment.

Distrust Of Political Parties

The working class appear, at long last, to
have come to the realization that the old game
of political parties cannot get them anywhere.
Various reasons and indications support this
statement, of which the most recent was the
attitude of the Leith dockers during the recent
strike. When their Trade Union Officials call-
ed a meeting to advise the men to return to
work, they carried out a 100 per cent. boycott of
the meeting. We also have the attitude of the
miners and the cynical attitude of the workers
generally towards the Labour and Communist
Parties. Moreover, such political parties as the
IL.P. and Commonwealth have been unable to
make much ground. The workers’ attitude is
shown by the small percentage of votes registered
at recent clections.

The employing class are showing real concern
at this. The growing misery of the workers
and the accumulated distress caused by the decay
of capitalism and by war conditions might have
led one to expect that opposition political parties
like the LL.P, and Commonwealth would have
increased greatly in membership.  Such has not
been the case however. Although the parties
attempt to make political capital out of the pre-
vailing misery they have not gained appreciably
in numbers.

Stalinists and Trotskyists

It is unnecessary to recapitulate the antics of
the Communist Party. In its vile role as “drum
beater” for Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill, it
has placed him beyond the pale as a working
class force, We next have the comedy of the
Tortskyist Revolutionary Communist Party. In
all but support for the war, this party emulates
its big brother, Stalinism. They are attempting
1o fish in the troubled waters of modern politics,
Their policy is merely adventuristic, and their
party paper, Socialist Appeal, is simply a col-
lection of caricatures and travesties of the truth,
A recent article appeared in this paper headed
“1600 workers strike to protect Trade Union-
ism”, It then went on to give a completely
falsified version of the real facts of the case.

The hacks of this so-called workers’ party seem
to be interested in using the “big stick” against
the workers in order to satisfy the party’s orien-
tation in support of the reactionary Trade
Unions. But the workers are not deluded by
these tactics. They justifiably suspect that the
Trotskyist demagogues merely want to maintain
such organizations as the Trade Unions in order
to be able to climb on to the backs of the work-
ers, should they be lucky enough to gain control
of them. Power is the lure which goads them
on. Like all other political parties, they want
to rule men’s destinies. Needless to say they
are receiving little support from the workers who
draw their logic from experience, and dismiss
them for the charlatans they are.

Trade Unions

So also with the Trade Unions.. It is ap-
parent that these organizations, despite their
seeming strength, are moving towards their
eclipse. The simple fact that the capitalist
class can no longer give reforms forces the Trade
Union leaders to become organizers on behalf
of capitalism. They can only call for controls,
and the spreading of industry to the more dere-

Parties-

By
iquity”

lict areas. In other words, the function of
Trade Unionism now is to organize poverty on
behalf of capitalism.

For this purpose they must have a thorough-
ly inert and “‘disciplined” working class. They
must develop the mass slave psychology and
bludgeon all initiative. For the same reason
they must try and vitiate the Shop Stewards’
movement and make it devoid of all independent
thought. Industrial action by the workers can-
not be tolerated by the Unions because such
action makes the position of the leaders insecure
in capitalist society. Trade Unionism has be-
come an integral part of that society, and as
such it can only act to the detriment of the
working s. The workers understand all this
with incr ng clarity.

Search For New Ideas

The fact is that the working class is search-
ing for new ideas. In industry the Trade Unions
are being more and more ignored. The workers
are beginning to take the law into their own
hands and act for themselves. Therefore, despite
Trade Unionism's appearance of strength, its
foundations are of sand.

(continued on p. 4)
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A PROTEST MEETING

DEFENCE
17, ST. GEORGE STREET (2nd Floor), HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON,W.l1.

FOR

COMMITTEE —

THE FREEDOM OF

THE PRESS AND AGAINST DEFENCE REGULATIONS

will be held in the large

HOLBORN

HALL

(corner of Grays Inn Road and Theobalds Road)

ON SUNDAY,

Herbert

RIEAD
Ethel MANNIN

APRIL

15th, AT 6.45 p.m.

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Ernest SILVERMAN
George PADMORE

and representative Speakers from the P.P.U., LL.P. and

ADMISSION FREE

James RAESIDE

Fredrick LOHR

EF. A. RIDLEY

Reginald REYNOLDS (Chairman )

Common Wealth

1k

Comrades, give this meeting your full support!
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Fralernization
Cantivisied: from p, 1
;‘e poner ﬁ“"/ 3/45), “the issue of
raternizacion is rapidly becoming the
Fwst'ufgént d.iﬁlii;)“ﬂ&l’)’ pi‘(')ble['n on
the Western front.”

. Saoldiers Chafe
" .;'5"’_'1‘19‘ ﬂ'ﬁse‘ftib’eg how ancomfortable
ﬂze 1‘?“1‘&& fee!l under ithe No Frater-
mzation grder.  Forther, they arc
Bol slow to notive that the Allied
Appont upper elass German officials
to sun the eecupied towns, sometimes
appointing Nazis for the job: while,
o5 the ather hand, German workers
are made to do the hard manual
lsbour. Ope soldier said: “It seems
1o me that we pick on the same Ger-
mans the Nagis kicked around to do
the dirty work.” They sce the con-
trast.  “Local officials appointed by
the Allies are treated with official
respect and courtesy. In order to
make the Germans respect them we
must treat these officials correctly,
one Military Governor told me. At
the same tme this creates certain
problems in the mind of those Ger-
mans who now sce men they knew as
Nauzis playing a role under Allied con-
trol in the new administration.”
Thus “No Fraternization™ is the order
for the rank and file, while the high-
ups fraternize with one-time Nazi
officials,

The rulers fear of fraternization is
even more clearly shown in the case
of the Russians. There the memorics
of 1917 and 1918 may recur. For
fraternization between the German
and Russian soldiers was a decisive
factor in the February revolution, and
again in frostrating the full force of
the German Army’s counter-revolu-
tionary attacks on the Russian Revo-
Iution. The Russian rulers of to-day
can ¢eriainly not afford to see a repe-
tition of that working class solidarity
on which their revolution originally
founded stself. :

So the Russian Press pours out
hysterical filth about the “‘obsequious-
ness,” the “servility” and so on of l::"e

Germaps. Their  women  are
cruel, their girls all treacherous.

-

Soviet War News describes the men
as “bloodstained clowns™. th this
repulsive abuse—-directed, be it noted,
against German workers—cmanatces

from the same government wlzu.h
contracted a pact with the Nazi

leaders. Compare this ultra-Vansit-
tartist stuff with Molotov's declaration
on 31st October 1939 that it was “not
only senseless but criminal to wage
spch a war as o war for the “destruc-
tion of Hitlerism® camouflaged as a
fight for ‘democracy’ . . . We ha\:c
always held that a strong Germany is
an indispensable condition for durable
peace in Furope. It would be ridi-
colous to think that Germany could
be ‘simply put out of commission’ and
sirack off the books.” Once again
fraternization between high-ups Jike
Molotay apd Kibbenirop was all in
crder: but for o Russian soldier to
extend s courtesy to a German would
be a serious Crime,

Ihfhicultics

The enforcing of the order never.
thelens presends  certain  difficulties.
An Allied soldicr, if be has any feeling
for the war. has 8 conception of anti-
Faseiam. of liberating oppressed popu-
fations. Ineide Germany he comes
in coptact with men and wames who
have been oppressed by Hitler longer
than any other people—~—ihe German
workers.  Now be sees them continue
to he oppressed by Allies-sponsored
od propor—that his  sympathics
should lie with the German workers,

ut the No :F;amm%tﬁsrn order de-

mands that he should pot respond

does him & small cour-

an girl soules at
ves. I is not in
pt the frigid

ority. “If
st that they arc 1o

‘ fike houman
hud better
r Guardian

-

ommenian

in the last issue of War €
article by George Weondeock.
and ccmes from his book A.B.C.
rocommend this book to all new

about Aparchism.

when that will be!

“Can you tell us briefly,” your friend
asks, “what Anarchism really is?”

I shall try. In the fewest words,
Anarchism teaches that we can live in a
socicty where there is no compulsion of any
kind.

A life without compulsion naturally
means liberty; it means freedom from being
forced or coerced; a chance 1o lead the life
that suits you best.

You cannot lead such a life unless you
do away with the institutions that curtail
your Diberty and interfere with your life,
the condition that compels you to act
differently from the way you really would
like to.

What are those institutions and condi-
tons? Let us sce what we have to do
away with in order to secure a free and
harmonious life. Once we know what has
to be abolished and what must ke its
place, we shall also find the way to do it

The present article is
of Anarchism (Freedom Press, V
readers who really want to know somed‘nng
it is written in simple language and answers the objections
generally levelled at the Anarchist philssophy by its critics. Stocks of El’us
hook are now very low and owing to the paper shortage, it may not be possible
to have a reprint until paper rationing comes to an end, and no one knows

v under this heading we published an
by Alexander Berkman
1/-). We

What must be abolished, then, to secure
liberty?

First of all, of course, the thing that
invades you most, that handicaps or
prevents your free activity; the thing that
interferes with your liberty and compels
you to live differently from what would be
your own choice.

That thing is government. S

Take a good look at it and you will see
that government is the greatest invader; more
than that, the worst criminal man has ever
known of. It fills the world with violence,
with fraud and deceit, with oppression and
misery. As a great thinker once said, “its
breath is poison.” It corrupts everything it
touches,

"‘S’(lcs, government means violence and it is
evil,” you admit; “but can we do without it?”

That is just what we want to talk over.
Now, if I should ask you whether you need
government, I’'m sure you would answer that
you don’t, but that it is for the others that it
is necded. :

But if you should ask
“others,” he would reply as
say that-he does not need
necessary “for the others.”

Why does every one think that he can be
decent enough without the policeman, bur that
the club is needed for “the others>”

“People would rob and murder each ”othc:
if there were no government and no law;” you
say. ‘

If they really would, why would they?
Would they do it just for the pleasure of it or
because of certain reasons? Maybe if we
examine their reasons, we'd discover the cure
for them.

Suppose you and I -and o
had suffered shipwreck and found ourseives on
an island rich with fruit of every Kind. Oj
course, we'd get 1o work to gather the fooc.
But suppose one of our number should declare
that it all belongs to him, and that no on¢
shall have a single morsel unless he nrst pays
him rtribute for it. We would be indignani
wouldn’t we? We’d laugh at his pretensions.
If he’d try to make trouble about T, wWe might
throw him into the sea, and it would serve
him right, would it not?

Suppose, further, that we ourselves and our
forefathers had cultivated the island and stocked
it with everything needed for life and comIort,
and that some one should arrive and claim it
all as his. What would we say? We'd ignore
him, wouldn’t we> We might tell him that he
could share with us and join us 1n our work.
But suppose that he insists on his ~ ownership
and that he produces a slip of paper and say}s
that it proves that everything belongs to him:
We'd tell him he’s crazy and we’d go about

any one of those
Yyou do: he would
L, but that it is

a score of others

An Incident in the

Mine

8 'HE most important lessons in life are

life are taught at the school of hard
- experience”. These words, spoken by a
miner who had stopped to ease his tor-
wured lungs by the man-hole wherein I sat,
prompted me to reflect ‘upon one or two
events in the past year. It was my first
year in what is termed in all sincerity “the
most modern pit in Somerset.” Mining con-
ditions are generally bad; the newcomer at
the outset experiences a shock, which he
dare not show. After a time, the ever-
present struggle to contend with the normal
conditions of work and its dangers, recedes
before the perception of yet sharper aspects
of the black hell. Periodically, incidents
such as those described below bring all the
suppressed fears to the top, and miners
react as humans, momentarily shedding the
role of profit-producing automatons.

THE ACCIDENT

One million, six hundred and two thousand,
four hundred and ninety-seven (1,602,497) men
or boys killed, injured or disabled by accident or
disease in ten years of Britsh mining. It is
hard 1o translate figures into terms of flesh and
blood, lo realise that these numbers represent
husbands, swecthearls, sons, brothers. I con-
fess that in spite of being fully conversant with
all the wital statistics on this subject, it was
not until the sight of eight of my butties being
brought out of the pil on stretchers, their faces
grey with pain from broken limbs, almost un-
recogmisable, that these hitherto meaningless
figures assumed some real significance. -

ft was the first cage of the morning shift
going down which had failed to stop in the
vsual manner and the men were violently thrown
about as the cage slammed ,:’mo' the shaft bot-
tim. “It’s quite alright now, said the manager,
after the removal of (he mjured miners and “L}ie
hasty rectifying of the broken cage g,zttc::i T
will be quite alright for you all 1o go g\sr:é
You are going dowp, aren’t yous he a

amxouglggms of unprintable but appropriate
words was the response of the majonly of_tge
miners who had already made up _thcglx_‘hcmxn f
thar they were nol working that day. clt;s
tom shroughout the mining industry, in .var_y g
forms, hiss been that, if a serious accident og:grs
in the pit, the men cease work for the remancer
of the shift. The two foremost reasons being,
the removal of the men from the source of dan-

“AND THE CAGE FAILED

finally paid. Every man on “compo” is sus-
pected of being a potential malingerer, and often,
before being really cured, is deemed fit to re-
port for work. I believe I am right in saying
that, so far,_ six months after the accident, only
one of my injured mates has returned to work.
Six months, at present cost of living, on thirty-
five bob.a week! Insult is added to injury, and
persecution is added to that, for now I hear that
ﬁnother qf these miners, having been certified
“fit for light work”, has been fined for failing
1o report for work.

It is significant that the same company official
who gave evidence against this miner was the
individual who refused a light job to a pit lad
who was certified for this kind of work as a
result of illness. He said that there were no
light jobs in a colliery. ‘Could it be that the
payment of compensation in one case and not
in the other had something to do with this dif-
ference in attitude? :

A SCANDAL

A scandalous incident has more recently hap-
pended. A workmate was badly crushed by a
“dram of coal” which over-ran the stop-blocks,
carrying him along for a short distance and
finally pinned him 1o the ground. In great
agony, be was released by his comrades, who
sweated like Trojans in lifung the heavy wtruck
without causing him unnecessary pain. This
done, four men were detailed t carry the
stretcher out of the pit, which meant carrying
their burden over a guarter of a mile up a
very steep incline, bending double where the
roof was low, and labouring up ro the firsr-aid
room to await the ambulance. After this, there
was barely an hour of working tume left on the
shift, so of course the stretcher bearers naturally
thought they might take it easy until knocking-
off time. But no! The lords of production
decreed that they must return to their work-
places! “Their’s not to reason why”’—so back
they went, hindering the haulage workers, (thus
holding up production) exposing themselves to
running haulage, and reaching their work-places

WAR COMMENTARY

is offered to members of the Services at
special rates

[ year, Is. post free
6 months, &d. post free

Take advantage of this offer to introduce
new readers in the Services

wer 5m the case of a bad fall of roof, eic., and as
g tribute or gesture of solidarity to their perbaps
dead or seriously injured comrades, xac_n'lﬁaf,{g a
day’s pay in the long “iwo minule’s silence of
the pit. Thiz pracrice has in many cases, been
se1 uside during 1he war on the excuse 1hat it
would decrcase production.
mipcrs hung on 1o this instnctive CONUNON
Bumanity, and in spite of the added pressure of
the T L. representative on the men 1o work,
they “played” the day. The men paturally re-

k}l.u.'d. end ere¢ shown 10 have done the right
thing, for 3f less than an hour after the mishap

& was “wingin” for the men 1o descend, then,
L}h‘y nghdy azk, what went wrong in the first
place? A stmicment on the cause of the acci-
sent 10 the men ar rhat junciure, would have
done much w allay their fears and suspicions,
AD opinion was later cxpressed by many of the
Iminers that tungs sre not done Jike that
{“ours is not to reson why”; and it might com-
ghca'w matters when it came 1o Paving out
compo™. And there is jostification for these
bitter comments.
SCOMPO”

'I‘hc_ sequel 1o the above affair and other simi-
‘i:'u hap?cmngsr it the iniquity known ag
“Compo™, or disability coropensation. Thix 10

1s penalized financially at & ume when his in-
comie has 16 cover not only normal living ex-
penses, but all those extras necessary for the
sick or injured,  The handsome sum of thirty-
five shillings is paid 10 a single man after three
duys pay has been dropped. A married man
#ets an gllowance for his wife and inereases tor
children, but the total must not exceed two-thirds
of his normal earnings per week, A truly mag-
nificent yeward for their blood and 1oi). The
Paymems, incidentally, have a nasty habit ol
lingering on the way, and in most cases ihere
aré a few humiliating experiences before ir is

These Somerset l

an wsjured miner means the sysiem whereby he |

FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE
COMMITTEE
17 St. George's Street (2nd floor)
JHanover Square, London, W.1.
™

Chairman: HERBERT READ
Vice Chairmen: FENNER BROCKWAY
% PATRICK FIGEIS
Socretary; ETHEL MANNIN
“ Troasurer: 5. WATSON TAYLOR

——

This Committee has been formed with the
following main objectives -

j. To defend the four anarchists .errerstod
and charged under Defence Regulation I9A.

2. To protest against any cﬂ.a,ckf upen
the freedom of speech and publication.

3. To arganize a Defence Fund to cover
the legal expenses of the accused end the
Committes's own expenses.

We appeal to all comredes and readers
of "War Commentary” as well as to all who
believe in the freedom of speech and pub-
licstion to lend their financial support so
that the work of the Committee may go
forward. During these difficult years the
four accused comrades have given all their
energies to the ceuse of Freedom. The
lsatt we can do is to rally to their defence
now thet Authority ha: attacked thom.

Send your contributions to the Treasurer
rnd make all Cheques and P.O.s payable
GO |

"FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE"

T0 STOP™

just before work ceased and they had to make
the return journey to the pit head. ]

Because of this mishap, consternation reigned
in the pit. Officials conferred on the spit; men
were dispatched all over the place; relays of
workers,. electricians, repairers, etc., were kept
busy throughout the next twenty-four hours
covering up all traces of neglect. Overnight,
safety devices appeared where they never weré
before and manholes signals were installed post-
haste, for 2 mines inspector was bound to appear
on the sceme. He did—fully a week after the
accident—ample time for things to be made
presentable. And this genial gent was no In-
quisitor. He went through the farce of an
investigation with the notorious “Butcher” as 2
dummy victim. ¥

Not 2 voice was rzised in protest against these
antics; nobody came forward ‘to expose the
recent innovatons, for men brave in physical
danger, fearless In giving 2i1d to 2 trzpped com-
rade withour thought for their own safery, will,
it seems ,iremble in the presence of authority-
The least that should have been done, surely,
was the inclusion in this inspection of the men’s
representatve. We 2ll, egually, share the blame
for failing to act on this occasion. A demand
for the men 1o have a say in the hearing of this
case shounld have been made by each and every
one of us. A demand, I say, because nothing
is ever given us freely from above; all conces-
sions and rights have to be foughrt for, wrested
from those who, even now, look wistfully on
the well-disciplined days of peace.

Perhaps I am over-harsh with my fellow-
workers, for In other marters the Somerset
miners are showing themselves aware of cerrain
dangers and are making their collective sr_rehgm
felt. With their fellow-workers in other coal
fields and other industries they are comine out
of their war-time apathy, with its lack of mili-
tancy, and once again staking their claim to ovr
American comrades descriptions—"Guys  with
the guts to demand what their minds tell them

is theirs by nighe!”
TOM CARLISLE.
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Tl

2 s if he should have 2 saovern-
our business. But if he .gku 1 it %

© wim. he would appsil W 1 Iar
ment back of hmm, B¢ FUTC T he sovers-
the protection of “his rights, and "!'3 o 13
raeat would send police and soldiess who wou
SVICT us and put the ~lawful QWDEr I POSSS-
sion.”

= s - .
wh']';mg;‘ the function of governmenl; (08T 1
ML Bovernment exists [ d what T IS
d"‘ﬂisallthc_ﬁ;ﬁg_ eNists for an
uﬁl,:;“':mﬁ:dygg sull chink thae without this
murder cach others L be should b aad
Is it not rather true that wirk fOvernment We

rob and murder? BSc e

not secure us in our rightful ;:’”’:‘? inmcx: 'ﬁnms','m

on the contrary takes thcm away for the fix
of those who have no right t© them; as we
have seen in previous chapters.® >

If you should wake up to-morrow morning
and learn that there Is BO gOvernment any more,
would vour first thought be to rush mto the
streer and kill some one? No, you know that
is nonsense. We speak of sane, normal men.
The insane man belongs to the care of phys-
cians and alienists; they should be placed in
hospitals o be mreared for thetr paalady.

The chances are that if you or Johnson should
awaken to find that there is DO government, you
would ger busy arrangng your life. under the
new conditions.

It is very likely, of course, that if you should

then see peaple gorge themselves while vou go
hungry, you would demand 2 chancee 1o &y, and
you would be perfectly right in that. And so
would every one else, which means that people
would not stand for any one hogwing all the
good things of life: they would want to share
in them. It means further that the poor would
refuse to stay poor while others wallow _i:z
luxury. It means that the worker will decline
to give up his product to the boss who clamms
o “own” tha Tfactory and everything that IS
made there. It means that the farmer will not
permit thousands of acres to lic idle while he
has not enough soil to supporl himself and
family. It means that no one will be anmt:ed_
to monopolise the land or the machmery ol
production. It means that the privete Owner-
ship of the sources of life will not be wolerated
any more. It will be considered the greatest
crime for some to own more than they can use
in a dozen lifenmes, while their neishbours hawve
not enough bread for their children. It means
that 21l men will share in the socal wealth, and
that all will help o produce that wealth.

It mezns, in short, that for the first time in
history right, justice and equality would triumph
instead of iaw.

You see therefore that doing away with
aovernment also signifies the abohition of mono-
poly 2nd of perscnal cwnership of the means
of preducnon 2nd distbuBon.

It follows that when government is abolished,
wage slavery 2nd capitalism must 3lso go wath
it, because they cannor exist without the suppert
and protection of government. Just as the men
who would claim 2 monopoly of the island,
of which I spoke before, could not put through
his crazy claim without the help of sovern

Suck condidon of things where there weuld

ot
-

* be lberty instead of government would be

Anarchy. And where equality of use would
take the place of private ownershin, would be
Commumism.

Ir would be Commurist Anarchism

“Obh, Communism.” your friend exclaims,
“but you said you were not 2 Baolshevik!>

No, I am not 2 Bolshevik, becauss the
Bolsheviki want 2 powerful governmenst or state,
while Anarchism means doing away wath the
State or government altoperher.

“But are nor the Bolshevid Commumisss?™
you demand. S

Yes, the Bolsheviki are Commumists, but they
want their diceerorship, their government.

compel people o live m Communism. Anar-
chist Communism; on the conmary, measns

voluntary Commuaism, Communism from froe
choice.

S § see the difference. \It_ would be fine, of
course;” your friend admits. “Bur do vou
really think it possible3” -
¥ ie. m Paz I of Berkman’s original book:

Little Known English Anarchists— 4

_Lf'h.; Auarc}z_isl movement has always been
rich m cxceptional pevsonalities. In Ensland
apart from foréign elements, the movemens }za.;
always beer small. Neverzheless, zhey have
dzways exerted @ comsiderable influcnce on ke
thought of their day. One of the miosr oul-
sumding figures was Sam Manzarins. Big s.r
©0dy ard mind, a Celi with all the Rire °an:.;

enihusigsm of his race, he was Ver a qurer
persuaswe :

: speaker and @ preless  worber.
Anarchism was nor a spare-time haobby with

him, it was khis Lic’s work, and his Zes? never

Sam
diminished. When he way 100 0ld and il to
do much open-aar speakmng, ke rook care thar
at his old favowrite pitch, Hoxton Church, rhere
was & speaker, @ plazform and Hiterature for sale.
He had worked the pitck well with the resuli
thar there way dwayy @ crowd waiting for a
ypeaker.

An ¢ngincer by wade, he yerved for years or
the London Trades Council as delegate from:
his union, He would never accepl an omcmtl
position, though it was oﬁcre.i on  several
0CCayIons, co;ztandmg.—au_d rxghzl,\:- so—thar &
mai’s aclions were handicapped if he became
part of the wachine. He };e.d seen 3o many of
his mates go oway, and knew @ way the
corrupt official method—"gwe a man & job ;md
close. his mowuth.”> Thar could never be- dome
with Sam Mainwaring. The workers both in
the London Trades Council and in ks union
aleays looked fo kim 10 make _xhe lead.

An illustration of this facr & that years ag.;
Tom Mann, Gt a meetng m ihe Clubd dﬂ:
Tnstitute Hall in Clerkenwell Road, introduced
Muainwaring as his old foreman where they F:‘n
both employed who had brought the message
of socialism to him. It is lamentable that Tom
Mann long aftermards becameé the chief spcez.f_eer
for a party rhar wowld pur a Russian Man-
waring against the wall and shoot ham!

He 2y onc of the foundarion wmembers

. st Learue™ an N C"Jj:.’_‘-.‘ e Ve T

W7 32lam;

Moryis.

COIM PN,

General
Daper
LY MIAWM Bno
Ro fault of ke
ame, N

Morrss aleays comsulred ki on Ny RS OT
IRPpOrianl move. Whem the split came be vom
clearly 1har ke must part from Moy ard go
Dk the Anarehdr wing. He Fneo thar :j:«f
Struggle must become more ImIense, dur mwuh

must come  fst. Many of the so~called
kistorians of 1032y yegard Mo ond rhe

Leqgue oy one and ihe same thing. The fact
3, howeoer, that there oas @ bady of = e
mon ang women @ the Legoue and Sam
Mainwaring @ by no meaxs the leas: of Them.
He rowred Sourk Wales specking az >ep-Eeads
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Nevertheless they dlazed the wad) and
made laer efforns possible. Ir mas mor domg
afteroards thar Tom Mexn stgped the
Syndicalist, whick oz lxer w0 be provecured
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.05 IN AMERICA

of the objectors was nine months hirhe
that of “draft dodgers”. e
Even if the objecior gains ecxemption and
agrees to do alternative service, his position is
not easy. He has 10 work eight hours a day
in a public works camp miles away from a town,
doing heavy lumbering or clearing work, or else
as a hospital orderly. The law provides that for
this work he shall receive no more than a sery-
ing soldier. The executive departments inter-
pret this by giving him exactly nothing. The
C.0. works a full day at heavy and boring toil,
and receives no pay, no allowance for hix depen-
dents, no compensaiion for accidents, 1o which
many arc particularly liable because of their in-

ience of heavy work.

class bias behind this kind of arrange-

ment it obvious. For the working class objec-
tor, with no money and ibly n wife and
children, it is made more difficult 10

stand out than for the middle-class objector with
enough resources to carry him through the war

s G. W,

Dear Comrades,

The major at —————— has perused a
policy of getting rid of any possible subver-
sive clement and all people who had left-
wing literature on them when the GREAT
Search” took place been weeded out of the
eamp.

I am sorry to leave the workshop but 1
have lost no time in making contacts here
and as [ write the last issuc of War Com-
mentary is pinned up in the Corporals Mess
for all to read. It has alrcady been round
the Sergeants’ mess.

Its too early for me to say whether or

* *
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

Vansittartisis
please note
. It is odd when you come to think of it

......

w to be somewhat amusing to
e violent anti-all-German tirades on
. : ~ followed by commands in a
strong German accent. The joke is made
sharper but less amusing by Bernhard's political

‘Germany produced a Consort for a former
Queen of England, of the Guelph familv, and
founded the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,
which changed its name in the last war to the
name of Windsor, which is now accepied as
“traditional”. However, Victoria’s own family,
the House of Hanover, was another gift from
the Germans, who, while accepting the Stuarts
from us in return, didn't enthrone them. The
Hohenzollern dynasty which they inflicted upon
themselves made up for any shortcomings how-
ever. The Hapsburgs they showered all over

Mexico. So far as
nese
th the

they are in favour of the influence of the Ger-
mun aristocracy which has pervaded institutions
much nearer home,
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TASTY BAIT

The Germans must choose now between un-
conditions] surrender and pulverisation, said Mr
Robert Murphy, political adviser on German
affairs o Shaef, in a broadcast from Washington
1o-night obs .,

“I do not think we should be oo opumistic
ghout an carly discovery of many democratic
Germans,” he said, “but we are trying.”

Fhere may be 8 movement inside Germany to
divide the country. The Allies would approve
of such a movement and would encourage it
when pulverisation is offered as an alterna-
tive is it surprising if many Germans keep
fighting ¢ The Observer, 25/3/45.

SUCCESSFUL MANCEUVRE

Soviet deiegates to the Sap Francsco Con-
ference will propose a8 scparate membership for
White Russia and the Ukraine as well as for
Russia stself an the new world security organisa-
tan. They will be ac iod by
tves of these meomber Swates of the USSR,

Prescot proposals are that cach Stale atiending
the condoronce should have one vole.

News Chromicle, 24/3/45.
Wheo Russian states were granted antonomy
we tefused 10 see o it 3 proof of Sialin’s
one dor liborty and independence. As we
forcsaw &1 the time it was @ manauvre 10
Bel moir voles at the peace conference. It
hobs @ o ¥ has beon suocessful

BLOOD
TRANSFUSION

not it will result in ncw subscriptions but
if everybody reads it it’s something,

1 am ecagerly awaiting the next issue to
sce how Comrades Hewetson, Richards,
Berneri and Sansom fared at the hands of
British “justice.” 1 cannot expeet a true
report in the capitalist Press.

The very best of Iuck to them and to you
all in your courageous fight for the freedom
of the Masses from the yoke of Churchill
and all that he stands for and all who stand

b.“l'd hi'n-
Pl:. H. (R.E.M.E.)

I think it important that the police action
against you should be as widely publicised
as possible. This sort of thing is deplorable but
has the advantages of (a) evoking sympathy
'('b) E'#mynﬂrltm' £ that nobody may break the
“law" with impunity except those who make
it and (c_) showing, by the action of a ruling
class -‘-ms.t_wlut they perceive to be their
real opposition, where that opposition is
centred.  The thoughtful man will nete, if
it is brought to his attention, that the Daily
Worker is tolerated, and eynically snubbed
over sending a wer correspondent to France:
while War Commentary is no longer tolerated
at all, and he will wonder why.

L:.C. M. (R.AF.)

In spite of my differcnce of attitude T
always looked forward with great pleasure
to the arrival of War Commentary and now
having been inconspicuously involved in the
bringing to Justice (7) of four pillars of the
Freedom Press, my heart warms to the organi-
sation. T was greatly impressed at Maryle-
bone, not only by the friendlincss and camara-
deric of you anarchists, but by the dignity
and apparcnt intcgrity of the aceused. Now
I understand that Herbert Read has been
clected chairman of a Freedom Press Defence
Committee, so in company sith all the other
lovers of freedom I fervently hope that this
and other cfforts will successfully frustrate
the machinations of the law.

In the hope that War Commentary will
survive the present unfortunate situation, I
cnclose a postal order . . . should my hope
prove misplaced, then 1 am sure you will
know how best to use the money.

Pte. D.
*

I have been moved from as
vou can notice and have only received onc
publication of War Commentary and extend
my sympathies at the diabolical raid on your
premises at London by the C.LD. but 1
know you will make every endcavour to carry
on the good work. Wishing you every
success in the near future, Yours solidly,

L.A.C. R. (R.AF.)
*

I have read with anger and regret of the
unfertunate happenings referred to in the last
issue of War Commentary. )

I cannot but express my admiration that
War Commentary is still being published
under the most difficult conditions which
goes to show the keenncss and indomitable
spirit of the Anarchists.

I am cenvinced that we will win through

with Qur

and I am looking forward especially to sec
the London anarchists snatched from the
jaws of the Gestapo.

Here's wishing you all the best of Juck
to the whole organization.

Pte. D. (R.A.F.)
o

I have been posted
workships so please send the
mentary to my new address.

The War Commentary proved to be very
popular and is appreciated by quite a large
scetion of the personnel. 1 hope to popu-
larize it here to the same extent. Wishing
you every success in your cndeavours.

It is with a sense of profound indignation
that I read of the latest official outrages on
the liberty of the individual, the prosecution
of the four London Anarchists.

This is undoubtedly no more than the
prelude to a campaign of savage repression
and reaction, snd can only be interpreted as
a general threat to the whole libertarian
movement.

Consequently, it gives me great pleasure to
learn that intensive and far-reaching counter-
mcasures are already under way, it gives me
particular satisfaction to know that Herbert
Read has again taken the lead, in acecepting
the Chairmanship of the Defence Committee.
Such men are an inspiration to the rest of
os.

from R.E.M.E.
War Com-

I only wish that circumstanees would allow
me to take a more active and helpful part
m the struggle which ensucs. Had I still
been resident in London there are many ways
in which [ could probably have hélped the
committce but under present conditions 1
am somewhat at a disadvantage.

Mecanwhile, I cnclose a modest contribu-
tion to the Defence Fund, and in wishing you
all suvecess in the struggle which lics ahcad
I would also express anm carnest desire to
assist in any further way possible. All
encouragement to those who are privileged to
take a more active part st the present
juncture

Cpl. W,
*

Just a small, very small contribut'on to
to the Defence Fund, from four sympathisers
at this camp.

May you mect with success in your fight
for freedom and justice, and may the
tyranny which “governs™ this country be
cventually overthrown.

Like so many of my comrades here and
clsewhere in the services | was a horrid little
Tory before the war brought us up against
hard rcalities and we began to understand
just a little of what is wrong with the country.
Life is too short to ever hope to know all
the wrongs.

Pte. S. J.

*

(R.EMLE.)

Plcase accept my profound sympathy in
regard to the apparently vawarranted intro-
sion upon your prcmiscs and molesting of
compatriots. Moslcy cmployed similar
methods, though applicd them more drasti-
cally.

Bdr. L. (B.L.A.)

WHY USE THEM ?

“] think that whes the facts are known yo
will find that the Germans killed a lot more o
their own people in lunching robot bombs than
most people believe,” sasd Charles F. Keuening,
engincer, scentist and vice-president of
Geaeral Motors, 1o-day.

2 & £

“Robot bombing is the most expenuive way |
know of delivering 2 ton of explosive i
Kettering, who is playing 3 major rok
Gap robot comstrucuon—Associated Press

Ecvening Siandard, 15/3/45
How mapy Americans are the American

robots going 0 kill?

SHOCKING CONDITIONS
IN FRANCE

Five thousand housewives demonstrated in
:fn‘-’l‘ JJ w .'.‘ll‘ h‘ I.( & ] ! £
ignapon of M. Ramadier, | M 2y
abouiing We¢ want pulk; w [
and Cal
L9 t that her 1 ! s <
: 3 & Anot! . WILH
i 3 J i T A
J anua hh =a
L
i { 4

- Th

ANTLALLIED QUISLING
DEMONSTRATION

Fian i
L b i
i M A
i JigEh Augr b P i
i . s Al S
! ! 2l te Wi
1 1 i vid i Ky
W 4 i , LI |
iy i - v TN
¥ ¢ )
+ |
] L
Aills -
i1l
Al i % s
iy Lo alsd
e N Ha VRN T H LU HFlL‘ﬂl
whed A Ll RS it For e
Thay sibod e paiod o o coblunts a6
viber Mass, whak b The avwd thin
wen! o

THE "FREE" PRESS

. ¥
¢ e B

PR e » Junea o e B v VEy i

h

B oo stecsand b London o the
& v Uime A o i B peaRT |
gay e bogudiaen of smprie 3 e Do
b g ER R

b o n gy L cw‘:‘
Vi Pesmgarmy 1o o
Qoo the Dwite's may.

My iy adegicd the al
ben dhae theey yowy age worker
e rholy B0 b Mebamus over wugc

ey be mcamed by o gy

RN vy

ﬁ i b. k] “\'i “* Peoraa #l the
hts ot

Reywolds Nows, 18/3/45

rough the Press

ES

WHILE EUROPE STARY

-3

SRy W

’ & y i T
s 4 LN
! fis pa
M
4 3 1
1 } i k [ i
| sl
Lk + e
3 (™ . bk cEEr
[ : i e | O3 fiex TR prug oan
N an) ratoming I GBI KMRTY
M ¢t Fagonex War Reponer),
Daly Hoauld, 1673/43

[\ would perhaps have been a little wiser
[ Mr. Fagence 10 have gone slightly far-
her than “Maphal Tiw's private panty in
his headquarters” before deciding there was
00 (amine in Jugoslavia.
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CAPITALISM AT WORK

Fewr mmlbon wotkn s haty cosliDg a gunca
3 ‘ Ml & 6d., with a system of
Arning v ars, = Lthai e CushInET Cannaot
harpoed, are w0 be released from May 1.
The  schwmm approved by the Central
| o Regulavon Commetiee, i designed by the
hat mascfacturers © oounter the prevailing

b of kervhael weanng
. ancdard Jesigna are intended. Manufac-
kaow well enough that women's hats
t lorent.” The only uniformity

¢ U prse

Inside Uk boang will be one star w0 denote

chesper hat or two stars for the deaver. The
woulsciurers will pay a penny a time for the
siars, and the proceeds will go o a central
publicity pool 10 popularise hat wearing by

Wodrncn

| o
LN

News Chronicle, 21/3/45.

At a ume when millions of people lack the
most clementary articles 10 clothe them-
selves, hat manufacturers are able 1o use 2
vast amount of labour 10 enc hat
wearing which can hardly be described as a
primary necessity.




JAN, — MARCH 1945

JANUARY.—Watford: G.H.C, 5/-; Sheffield: H.W.
2/-; Cirencester: JA. 4/ Burnley: JRS. 2/b:
Enfleld: AE.H. 5/-: Geteshead: G.W.T. 2/6, J.C.
; 2/6, E. McK. 2/b: London: W.G. 10/-: Allestres:
' H.EH. 2/-: Stroud; T.KW. 10/-; Chadderten:
' JH.H. 1471 Birmingham: D.F.F, 5/-; Oxford: B.H,
i |4/.; Swansea: R.R, £4/14/0: Caerlisle: G.B. 2/&:
& Iiford: C.W. 10/-: Reading: L.H. 4/-1 Cranbrook:

AS. 4/-: Blakeney: J.G. 18/-; Teddington: AB,

4/ aglon: W.L.G, 5/-; London: P.C.O. 2/6;
- London ﬁv: EH. £1: Leicester; "From Com-

e

il

:
.

it

f ; Finsbury Park: Ance 1) Leades: P.C.O.
1/3: Londen: RA L Kin 1 KLE 10/6; Onferd:
DAS, 5/ Watlord: HC 2/ Getetheed
JES. 2/6, GW.T, /b, EMcE. 26 3L I/
Whitsteble: J N A, 5/ Ware: EME 4/ Loadon:
Sundries 4/-, FEBRUARY —Finsbury Parks Asan L1
Woatferd: G.H.C. 2/-; Lesden: P. 3/4: London:
per ML, 3/-; London: MLE 2/6: Newsrk, NJ.:

Comrades per A. £9/10/0: Bir : BPC. 2/8:
Lancester: M.C. 9/ i NW.R, 10/
CM.F.; HH. 4/-; London: W .Mc¥. 10/-; London:
LRL, 3/-i Angus: Wi, 2/ Londom: JW. £i:
London: EW.P, £1/14/0; Losdon: JX. 7/b: Rech-
dale:¥ H.L, 2/b: Finsbury Parki Ance £1; Crenwsll:
EM, & P.D, 5/-: London: W.C. 1/6; Getesheed:
JES, 2/6, EMcK. 2/6, GW.T. 2/6; Loaden; LK.
per R.A.) 10/-; London: Sundriss 2/9. MARCH—
on: J.B.F. 2/b: Peterboroughs AW, 2/
Leicester: F. 1/-; Finsbury Park: Anor L1 Bombay:
RODL 13/6; Lendon: M K. 5/-; Debry: £ McC.
4/-; Leamington: H.M. 5/ Deptlord: BEW. 2/4:
Hatfield: S.M.H, 1/3: Los Angsles: Group per J.5.
£10; Mewark, N.J,; Comrades and groups per A,
£20/14/0: London: LR.L, 3/-; Lenden: F.H. 10/
London: J.H. 3/b: Lenden: EEB. 2/6: Greenock:
SM, 10/-; London: R.C, 4/-; Angus: W.M, 4/8:
London: Sundries 7/7.

TOTAL AT END OF MARCH £75/1/6.

(Continued from p. 2)

What then are the Anarchist Syndicalists
doing under these circumstances? It is clearly
their duty to place their ideas squarely before
the workers, In these days of ferment and
ch’n{l;‘a values this task is an absolute necessity,
Anarchism is not a political party, but a political
ideal. It has its foundations on the age-old
striving of humanity for freedom, It has sound
L theories regarding wealth production
und distribution. It poses the opposite idea 1o
the prevailing adulation of the “great man”, and
the theory of the divinely Ir::rlmi party. It
) forward the concepuion of free men living
in & free society. It therefore cannot be sect~
arian. It can demonstrate {rom history, both
old and r where the dogmas of great men
“and great parties have led workers, In our own
lifetimes, we see the culmination of the leader-
h le in Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini,
in Roosevelt and Churchill; in fact, in all the
tyrants who strut about the world’s stage. The
= - Tro are no beier. They mercly desire
‘ _ PO umwggmnyund:rthcu’lot:hc
ir rotsky. It is simply a new
ny 1o be perpetrated by a new caste,

 Anarchism and Syndicalism

- Anarchism is the antithesis of all this, It
contains the of humanity insofar as it
for the freedom of the individual in a

d equal society. State must go
b is the expression of man’s eppression
Anarchism does not aim at the cap-

the State; it aims o smash it and all
for. Ann' therefore, has no
ms for the opportunist, There is no
i nh"l’lty individual c;r group ofi individtlt:h
power within it. There is no place
n its ranks for the would-be Trade Union
s nor for llnt:‘ P"lmmml mliumrl;.
£, No r {
freedom l‘;c the mdivzdunl‘.
Is the Anarchist conception of
: ton, It puws forward the
B s e, b
: C,y AL
k, on M%- and on their own
rns  against  the

s delegation of

oy, g out that where  this  has

ned, 11 hay lylﬂdwth; vid
R B Bt

§

Alternative to lﬂol!ttcuml Parties

workers, and the removal of initistive from the

hands of the workers, Syndicalism condemns
craft unionism and all that it stands for. It
belicves in smashing all the artificial barricrs
between workers created by Trade Unionism.
It can be everywhere observed that Trade
Unionism promotes sectarianism and  class
divisions within the ranks of the workers in
the name of organization. But Trade unionism
does not promote unity, but, by the creation of
sects, merely produces confusion. It is time
that it was placed in the muscum along with
the old gullcr craft organizations.

Syndicaliim, on the other hand, sims at.
creating the essential solidarity of the
class, The time is therefore ripe for placing
the ideas of syndicalism concretely before
workers, has been @
Anarchist literature 0o deal in
fashion with present day
gow workers have undoubtedly
g:mmvicewthemmmwmmm

sis for @ programme of lﬂ:_'
organization in industry. , At hm
have something concrete to work on. It
now be discussed freely in the columns of War
Commentary, Let all the points be examined
in the light of the development of workers'
organization In industry to-day. We “should
have comments from all areas up and down the
country, for surely this question is of the utmost
interest 10 workers. The programme of these
Clyde workers nmm o be fundamentslly
sound, Iere follows the programme under
discussiop, und it will be your jub, comrades,

to anulyse it and find out just how far you agree
with it

Resolutions of a Group of
Glasgow Workers,

(1) This group believes fundamaentall
organisation ol il workers, Irrgspeolive o’l -'-:lt"::
ersed, 6n & 0ommoen hasis al the peint of pragduciion,
only By Uked By the seuiaie T Sulwern. and kn
() ‘umlu anslave the wwu:u.. PRI & aason

Trade Untowism had a relormist role | ™
during rise of Capitallem, Mew, in l-llu ':lu!:m:
OF  capialism, when roferms 6un no  lunger be
Eranted, Trade Unlonism ean only besome mors and

l'ﬂ.il.l."lﬂ'l:‘rllﬁl with the Oapitsllsl Bilate Maohine.
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autﬁzfan.aun1=u£:1.*» R s o e woikd ageaten-
Chanms sl s & v pocy o e | o Ty gy mimpis
 sresta » eting e wiiih ‘
over 1/09. ANl Tiade Uion branches gad fas- | Soromedc S Nbentary Seciuien”
tary cosveners i Clasprs heve Saom oronlassed frosm ull other bramds, e honk dhouid be pead
for » conferener w b held o Comsrnl Halls o0 und ssdied by off ssurchin
April Tk, the purposs of thin conference Pwing o e leatons i fhe sbwomse of Wb
W Gemmsionis Ghe Slees’ postion o thew m!r.:a_mnumu—m
repressive ey and seoure (e widew  gwambie eeraturs, and e sudecky of Be setler =
basis bt thus (ommemetice campaigh eyt erencs io smy '-—cven Cagiesb
BIRMINGHAM  MEETINGS jmn! Thes lenier poisi ﬁ]~!!' M‘Mm_‘
Tws well sitended mestings wore hold a1 the very weriows defect by wome scheohs
Bull Ming on Sundsy snd Mendsy, Ided and ot tu 7 1 oo RETA
J4th March, which wore addromed by 1L P, .
T roteeyin Amsrchis  speskars.  Laersoury

4 SE S CHAOS *, by Viery Brivtain,
S8ED OF CH (New Visien ,1°6).

DATE OF TRIAL of whick is being sown By }:“:—1: mﬁ e-:g.:
We have recorved many enguiries lrom resders Earcpe, i, :‘,nc‘r .f-'!e ® or 2ot i
o o the daw of the trisl w the Old Baley -\f.i!.n'p;lr:,- Bacs™! Bt dhe
We st unfortunstely smbls (0 give 3 preces [ wo f L Locek :
duts ot prosent, 0 will by durmng the sesvmons she s = e o - Aoy
which sart on the | 7th April hacs was sown B S S
Fia wed o F £ - &
Worid War 1, wsiars 7 rd Londondermy's
worenfud Born o Genevs #5) o e : n
FREEDOM PRESS LECTURES b bomber 3s 3 legitomass wespom, and has
o et e et |
SUNDAY MEETINGS o, ot the 008 pechepe, il
Commencing o 645 pm wwn now, | would sot deny. Where | Sagrec
with Vera Brinain s 2 Ber coocecpues of

15 be hald st oo

[Bsses ;.,‘.’& Teclley 555, 581, 613
Tube; Holbors, Chascery Lans

Bth APRIL

Consequences
I 5th APRIL
Mecting in Large Hall
(see Advert page 1)

Etnel Hall
Fear—Its Social and Folitical

Anaschy. Os p. 91 she wmutes © the fragile
wrucurs of Furopean aviswton » beng threst-
tmed by many ciber faciows bewides the
. A2, buman Efe These mchude
} transpory, food ¢

We are used w0 hearmg the ruling-class refer
o “aparchy-and-chaos”. We bave so doubs
that Sir Archibald Sinclair himeelf, the planner

and proagomn of cblismten bombing, thinks

IN

{Landressy Strsst)

BAND
On Friday 13th April,
from 7.30 to 10.30 p.m.

GRAND DANCE
IN AID OF FREEDOM PRESS

BRIDGETON PUBLIC HALL

GEORGE MOULD and his SWINGSTERS

Tickets 2/- from ANARCHIST BOOKSHOP,
127, George Strect, Glaigow.

of Aparchy that way., Obviouly, to a2 man whe
secy ordey in the Hash of 53} wn bombs drepping
from thousands of bossbers on w0 cties the
populated with workers, Anarchy mus: semm
height of disorder. Bul that one in oppos:
W this policy should bold Anarchy w be a2
duct of sub-heman living, 3 descemt into
lam, 1 cloguent of an ignorance which s
distreaung.

Vera Brittain s apparently worsied by
thought that the avilisation (sic) which has
duced the present holocaust might not survive
own product.  She is, 1 feel, distressed by
possibiliies that the faith of the peoples

&
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DEFENCE COMMITTEE

FREEDOM OF OPINION

Sunday, 22nd April, at 630 p.m.
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aanpia o that they will destroy those institutions, creating

A
v
E 1
§ == i
: ¥ revolution in which blood may fow but
¢ w Ch 3 nevertheless the mom likely way o
O N Put an end 1o the wuccession of ever-bloodier wary
which will otherwise put an ead 10 us.
4 !\rjmk;;r:x, credit must be given where due.
é The book presents a sound case against oblitera.-
tion bomibing fru:;: @ practical point of view, and
it comtzins a valuable collection of guotztions
from vanous sources (British, German and
‘ peutral) en the effects of Allied air-raids on
E avilian populations. One may bave seen many
of these reponis separately as they appeared, but
g when they are collecied they give 2 concentrased
Z picture of horror and cruelty which makes one’s
flesh creep. Of particular interest is the report

(3) In eoniradisiinclion 1o the officlal Trade (TR}
Union Movemenl this group believes that the Bhop
Blewards movemenl is a4 movemonl of ths working

vlags; @nd despile signs of degenoracy

oaused by various political powsr groups atlsmpling
o seiee sonlrpl of i, it can, and will besoms a big

1aglor in the daye o sirugile ahead.
Thal the Bhop Blewards movemenl w
o revelt against the ofginl elemenis of

Union movemenl, and s ascerdingly learsd by thom.

That ths

the workers (he npeed to sirsngthen

Blowards movement, and 1o fAghi to free il Trom
the rifluence of the oMsial Trade Union maghins.
(4) This éroeup advocsles aotlon on syndicalist

lines Insigde he Taglories, and wherever
sungregals 19 enforce helr demands
(%) This

Bhep Blowsrds movemsnl i
the faotories ot the peint of produglion, and can
most clearly reflest the moods of the workers,

That the duly ol ihis group is 1o point oul fo

recognised, that whils partitipating ia the
siruggies o1 Ihe workers, one of lhe primary tlasks
of this group s 1o aim &t the erealion, through
within It, propaganda, of a5 many claw-conscious workers as
posible. With ihe rising class-consciousness of the
workers, the Shop slewards’ commiticss and the
composilion and aclivities of sush, will reflest Uhis
ag, in fasl, Class-LunssivuLnesl.

the Trads Section 2. UNEMPLOYMENT AND REDUNDANCY,
This group recognises that unemployment or redus-
dancy w inherent in the capilaiist system. That
ts abolish unemployment the workers must Srat of
all abolish Capitalism itself. .

That betauss of the decay of Capitalinm, wnem-
ployment or redundancy musl incrsase comsiderably.
That all those they have a curs lor

and Ihe eslabiishment o1 a workers' commonwealht,
are either fools or knaves,
It s Iherglore the duty of this growe o examing

hased in

the Shop

the workers

Bonda's Brove advecnis u.,‘ slronges! powsibile the possibility of the erganization of lhe unemgicyed
M,‘.j .ﬂ;..-.m.. ull Bhop Blewards, Workshopy Uslegates workars with Lhs view 18 co-ordinaling Thelr astivities
i f
wily ,,“,:r.::l "U":""”;l”' 'l:" ';'ll'l‘ o ']“l"“‘ nation- with thal of their empiloyed fellow worksri.
‘ Brnptionally " & compiely delengse be forsdeing
'u THis givup recegnlsed that &l ihis exnnst N TR e o 52
ho BIOvEnt whioul by igeas 1rom any oligus or powsr J, BROWH
I&"":I' Bl 1he Lup, hut onty by the werkers sutively 13, Mouidsworth Birsesl,
PRTLGINADNE angd airepting thelr own Organisstiion
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