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WHAT

Since the arrest of the four London Anarchi i
of sts we have reccived a very
large number of enquirics from members of the public who are anxious 1o

have a

short statement on the meaning of Anarchism. The article we repro-

a z 2
cl:::mbclow was written by George Woodcock and first published in War

centary in May 1943.
statements on Anarchism
the present rime. We
details will be given in

TO MANY ENGLISH | H
A pcople  anarchisim

m

We consider it to be one of the clearest short
available and do not apologize for reprinting it at
are proposing to issue this article in leafler form and
the next issuc of War Commecntary.

These political gentry, however, onl
y y pay Y

2 token adherence to the concept of a free
waicty. Their whole technique is, in fact

of chaos cxploiting class by a burcaucracy which will
i“- — omhauf mvﬂ‘?#m and therefore its OPPOTTUNILIcs
succcss This proccss s catirch opposcd be
‘r'n:;vdf:‘r concept of anarchism. .-Mlbnmmm‘lh'
. Ridos nEss 10 supposc that any class which bas
oG power is bLikely 1o kot & go agam
= with any dcgree of casc. The state will
“thc-uxg:inm m‘ncwcr away. It must bc destroyed at
_sodiery, the AT =
o chacs bux Practicability of Anarchism
Co- The g 1 objection 1o chism is, them,
‘mx\i’ DOt on grounds -of its undesrabilicy, but oa
peace and ;t:woddeh;;:;ﬂ : L
all be nocded, i 35 asscreed,
and mutoal beforc they can be musted not to wrs frecdom
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a form of socicty is desirable,

cuon which the concept of freedom
for the majority of the people of cvery nation
in the world is shown by the way in which
our rulers use it conunually in order o induce
their subjects to fight in the inzerests of
mespecuve  imperialisms. Even  the X
parges, communists and socalists, which base
their methods on  princples of zuthomry
diamerrically oppositc © those of zparchism,
at the same ume claim a3 their ulumae objec-
stare wall

political thought wall agree that
such X and the
atma has
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Industrial News

® On the léth Mearch o strike tock place ot an
eagincering works in Ealing beceuse the workers
refused tc sign & form giving rosscns why they
are lote for work.

@ iHundreds of workers tock pert in an uncficiel
sit-down strike ot Boulton Paul Alrcreft Com-

Yolverhampt The disp which

peny, 7
started on the 9th March weas in protest of the
_ meels servec in the factory conteen.
@ A sirike of stage crows following & dizpate Be-
- tweon t\-:‘;-;ms bcth dh:umag to ‘reprozont
& group Ceccretors nes paralyted most of
:E.tholyw«dmd' thaen 15000
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thar natural aputnde towards
co-opcranion for the folfilmen
has bocn warped Dy the ampos-
2 sysicm Dascd on cocroon and docat
arc and must always be the WO Corner
stancs of authonty.
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The Class Sociery

Human society to-day—and this is truc no
Icss of countrics that have romained wmu-feudal
or bave become pscudo-socalist than of whe
plotocratic empires of the West—is divided inlo
two classes, those who control the means of
production znd reap the profius from their
cxploitation, and the workers who operaic the
mcans of production for the smallest wage thar
cxploiters daze W pay them.  Eerween thesc two

c;zsanhmsmmmmm,andmc
mvalry between them 3% imevitable so long as
:hc_cxp!aixadonoémabymisanawcdm
conpnne.

The chi: hered, £ni the

>
sysem by which the comtxol of ithe
ownership of the mcans of prodoction and dis-
ibotios is wested in the hands of a few is
ant-ocal, oot caly from tbe faa thar i Quks
som< men W oy ploly while e majomty
Lve a2 or 2 Iude above starvaton lovel, but

i sespect, and tous the muscrably paid crforts
of the woaker azc largely wasted on unproductive
%

The State
Buot the sysiem of property cannot be dissoci-
a om

£ Staze, which began and has always
x for the protection of

R
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instrument
control over property. The

24th MARCH, 1945.

may thouclosliy

The mcans of producion
become yosisd in the handa of the w
while the state femains they will in prachic

controlied by the ruling burcaucracy, who wi
become the de facto possessing class The fas
that the new ruling class may bave gume Jron

the workers will make no difl
situation wall force tham [0 assun
an cxploiting class. In order (o mainiann e
posiuon, they will have (0 use power Tower
corrupis, absolute power corrupts al

(These are not the words
the melancholy conclusion of a Victonian val
after & lfetme sudying the develor

solutaly

of an anarchi

Duman  AsLRHON Power gives §
the privilcges conferred by control of

of socety, and il ja praved by u

history that men who have privileges

lightly relinquish them or fail (o make use of

them for their own onds

To-day the Matc is assuming & more dan-
gorous and powerful form then ever belore.
In cvery country power iv passing sfeaddy mnto
the hands of the growing burcaugrmé class
founded by the nocds of the stalc. Political
and economic vontrol are coalescing ko wae
body, »o that the staic and s ruling olass
can mmintain more officiently their control
snd cxploRation.

¥t is cloar, then, thet if men are (o bucome
fres and arc o enjoy smylhing wpprowching

a vomplsie A T - e
PP e— snband R i
vy vie o ey,  wel .
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daking the Free Society
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n every way (Be. dayeto
Uie workars, both as & oass ol
uling class and Gtdsr W
educale e workers i e Lcls of e clase

srugge. The syndicaiss, memenisi, ey oo
he ede umucns i e 14k thai aateed Wb Leing
CRERES CIZalMUODs Wilh Lveininyg butseu
cracies, they wic lederatioms ol fzecly cumnecied
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Siruciure

the Kegustr

of Labour were & mally
the queston of lenancy of e Freedom P -
Express Priniers, €&, the Ministry of Labour

official staung that Mrs, Kichards was registered
as beaing cmployed by the Express Priniers as
manageress whose ¢ ;
and passing of all 1
with her employment.”

cading

yyment anclug

ed MEIeT N Connecuon

Tnspector Gordon Hoare of the
Branch was then called into the witness box.
Hc described his visit wo-and scarch of Dr
Hewetson’s prenuscs, I found a consmderable
number of documents of all sorte—he said—
cluding onc copy of the arcular letier of
Ocwber, 1944, and onc copy only comple
onc side.” On the 30th December he s
Philip Sansom’s premiscs where hie 1ook posscas-
son of 19 completed copics of the
letter and fourteen cmpty envelopes all addresscd
o members of the Armed Forces.

Special

Grcudar

FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE
COMMITTEE

17 St. Gecrge's Street (Znd floor)
Hanover Square, London, W.I.
-

Chairman: HEREERT READ
Vice Chairmen: FENNER EROCKWAY
& PATRICK FIGGIS
l Secretery: ETHEL MANNIN
Troosurer: S. WATSON TAYLOK
—_
This Committee has beon formed with the
following mein cbjectives :
I. Yo defend the four anarchists arrested
ond choerged under Defonce Regulation 39A.
2. To protest against any attecks wpon
the freodom of spooch and publication.
3. To orgenize e Defonce Fund to cover
the legel cxpenses of the accused and the
Committoo's own oxpenses. |

We appesl to all comrados and roaders
of "War Commentary” as well as to all who
bolieve in the freedom of spoech and pubs
Jication to lend their finencial support so
that the werk of the Committes maey 9@

forward. During these difficult yeers the
four accused comrades have given all their
enorgies to the ceuse of Froedom. The

loast wo cen do is to rally to their defence

now that Authority hes attacked them.
Send your contributions to the Tressurer

and meke ofl Cheques and P.C.s payable

to:

“FREEDOM PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE"
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WAR COMMENTARY—FOR A@W

§ COMMENTARY
m"‘m the WORLD and REVOLT

SUBSCRIPTION RATES :
6 Momths, 3/- (U.S.A. 60c) post free
12 Months, 6/-, (U.S.A. $1) post free

{ Please make all choques. P.0.s and Money
~ Orders payable to Freedom Press and cross
a's Payee and address them to: proenn

FREEDOM PRESS,
27 RED LION STREET,
LONDON, W.C.1.

Churchill
Sn“hs T. U .C.

The relationship of the T.U.C. to
the Tory bosses was once again illu-
minated this week over the question

amending the Trade Disputes Act.
Citrine asked to be allowed to come

g

and discuss the er with Churchill
on behalf of T.U.C. Churchill
told him—in a letter—that “‘although

I am always glad to see you, I do not
think that there would be sufficient
reason to put you to the trouble of
‘to see me on this matter.” A
over-polite way of saying “don’t
Thi:.y of Churchill's is especi-
ally interesting because it comes a
very few wecks after Citrine had
shown how faithful he is to the inter-
ests of the ruling class by that master-
piece of one-sided reporting, his re-
servile lackey and Churchill treats him
as such. . e
This is all the more interesting
the light of Chamberlain’s promise at
the beginning of the war that if the
trade unions played their part in the
stional effort (i.e. the interests of the
bosses) the guestion of amending the
Trade Disputes Act would be very
rably considered by the Govern-
ment when the war ended. The very
terms of this promise are so slighting
that one wonders that the T.U.C.
could swallow the insult. But now
Churehill comes forward to tell them
that even though they have been good
boys they aren’t going to get the
prize!
The Conservatives have got the
Trade Union officials sized up. At
the Comservative Conference one
member declared that “the trade
union movement has grown into a
vested interest”, and added that *‘the
troable with the Trade Unions is that
they age looked upon as stepping
stones for ambitious politicians to get
into i **  The Tories realize
—how could they fail to, in view of
the attitude of the T.U. officials to
strikes and compulsory labour mea-
sures’—that the interests of the T.U.
leadership are bound up with the
interests of the employers and the
‘State. Hence the T.U.C. cannot really
oppose the ruling class, and their atti-
tude to the Trade Disputes Act shows
it. The Tories naturally treat such
half-hearted “‘opponents” with con-

In the autumn of 1943 the Civil
Service Clerical Association, the In-
land Revenue Staffs Association and
the Union of Postal Workers—all
unions of government employees—
decided to defy the ban which the
Trade Disputes Act imposes on them,
by applying for affiliation with the
- T.U.C. The T.U.C. decided to make
an issue out of it and accepted the
affiliation. But when the Government
showed itself ready to take up the
challenge and fight it out, the T.U.C.
withdrew the affiliation of these
wunions on a promise that the matter
would be discussed with the Prime
: " Since then Churchill has
time, however, for such a
1d has now kicked Citrine
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! ]Eurmg the war years the air has been full of
alk by all sorts of political groups as to the
prospects for post-war planning. The Govern-
ment itself has headed the throng, and has been

followed by Liberals, Labourites and ‘“Progres-

sives” who have issued sheaves and sheaves of

plans, recommendations and proposals for all
kinds of human activity, ranging from the re-
organisation of industry to the layout of towns
and cites. The auitude of anarchists to in-
dustry has been made clear a number of times
in the pages of War Commentary and elscwhere,
it is the purpose of this article to attempt to at
least start discussion on the connection between
town planning and a free society.

In the minds of most people the idea of town
planning is linked up immediately with govern-
mental control, a plan which is produced by
some obscure expert and which is enforced by
a busy-body ministerial official, and generally
some new form of dictatorship leaving even less
freedom to the individual. This is due to the
fact that practically all the proposals for the re-
planning of towns and cities have comc 1n the
form of recommendations for future government
legislation, and that the town-planning experts
themselves have suggested that nationalisation of
at least the land is necessary if any plan is to
be effective. Thus it is broadly true to say that
the kind of society which would suit the require-
ments of town planning experts is some form
of state socialism or a kind of “Beveridge” re-
formed capitalism.

The objections which anarchists hold against
such a form of society have been expressed a
number of times, our objection to state control
does not mean that we must reject also the
idea itself of town-planning. If we examine
what it is that town-planning sets out to do we
shall then be able to see how far this links up
:imh the anarchist proposals for social organisa-

on. -

The town-planning movement came into being
because at the end of the last century a number
of people saw the conditions which large towns
forced upon their inhabitants and especially

working class. The slums of the East
Eﬁ?jﬂ :,I;c(;lnqgovg and of the towns of the In-
dustrial North are still one of the worst of the
indignities  which capitalism imposes on the
workers, and apart from the squalour and misery
which they cause it became obvious that slums
and badly laid out cities are inpﬂ‘ng’cm even [from
the point of view of the capitalists themselves.
It is possible to see two influences at work in
the town planning movement, one a middle-class
concern for the conditions of living of the work-
ers and a desire to alleviate their suffering, the
other a realisation that present day cities ar¢
extremely inefficient and that they need drastic
re-planning to bring them up to the standards
required by modern capitalism. Naturally, since
anarchists view social questions from a class
position, their attitude to town planning must
also be conditioned by such considerations as
working class emancipation and the control of
industry by the workers themselves. The at-
tempts of middle class reformers are rejected on
the grounds that no amount of reforms can put
an end to the exploitation of the workers, and
considcration for the efficiency of capitalist
society can have po place at all in an anarchist
attitude,

But at the same time, it must be admitted
that a vast amount of useful information has
been col!ccted by the people who have been asso-
cated with the town-planning movement, which
It 15 necessary to take into account. Starting
with Howard, many advocates of planning have
produced overwhelming evidence to condemn the
existing method—or lack of method—in town
hpildmg. This evidence covers a number of
different subjects, such as the actual design of
the house to give the best possible living condi-
tions, the relationship of buildings to open
spaces to provide the maximum of air, light and
sun, the layout of roads and streets to give
speed to traffic and at the same time safety to
walkers. Within a town which has been pro-
perly planned the position of factories has to be
determined so that they do not clash with resi-
dential districts and so that they are at the same
time within easy reach of railways and main

roads, ang Mare

balance achicved berwen: it %0 b s cervain
of lactories, the ; Pitirni SETHR
and the farmy lf(:?d?hl!?m';“m "":::d:,

Perhaps the maonr 5
town planners iy a mﬂmﬂw
decentralisation pe a Way to the Peceasiry m
impersonal growth of the m.;?';m':?‘ the giam,
the best examples of rown '¥.  Indecq

so far been achieved have 't‘:mm which have

of garden cities where an Cﬂllrﬂ‘y‘m !‘l')‘“h:
L

been created. An example in this country |
Welwyn Garden City, 8 new twown with ni"OU:
new industries, set in the agricultues] lands of
In this

Hertfordshire. town there are no sbams
or tenement Quildings, all the houses have their
own gardens, there arc adequate open spaces

for children 10 play in, the factorics are at the
north-eastern end of the town so that anv smoke
does not pet carried inte people’s houwses. The
open country is not more than ten minutes walk
from any part of the town, and the nearest other
town is about four miles away. Compared with
a London Borough, sav Paddington, Welwyn is
ideal. But when ome lives in Welwyn for a
little while one realises that it bears the marks
of class society even in its lavout. The town
is divided into two parts by the railway lne,

which becomes the class barrier To the west
of the railway lic the shopping centre, the Coun-
cil offices, the cinema, and the houses of the
middle c¢lass. To the east are the Iactornes and
the workers houses. Even more than many old
towns which grew up over a period ol time
Welwyn is a class town, the boundaries are scl
and for all to sce.

In such a short article as this it is impossible

to set forth a fully reasoned case, the best thal
can be done is to give indications fer l[urure
argument. But it is possible 1o say what are
the good tendencies in the town planning move-
ment and to show in what way they can De
achieved by anarchist principles of organisation
The attempt of the garden city idea ro deal with
the overgrown industrial town by means ol de-
centralisation is the only way in which an anar-

-arv cun be seocessful
v the wice of planning
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TRADE UNIONISM OR SYNDICALISMY

Little Known English Anarchists—3

IT IS AN irony of fate that Frank Kitz should
be classed among the little known, for few men
were so well endowed with those qualities rhat
make for greatness and are deserving of fame.
I remember hmg one of the best orators in
the movement saying that “Fohn Burns (then in
the ﬂood—tzdc_of his popularity) was not up 1o
Kitz’s ankles in intelligence.” He was an orator
in the full sense of the word. He could play
on every chord of the human heart, using cold
logic, !nm_ar sarcasm, or fervent emorion. He
knew instinctively how 1o handle his audience
and aleays knew the right weapons to use. Ar
our big meetings Kitz was always one of the
speakers, and Kropotkin would cheerfully run
the risk of missing his train rather than miss
hearing him speak.

The late Bruce Glasier, in his book “William
Morris and the early days of the Socialist Move-
ment”, writes of Kitz as a genial Bohemian with
revolutionary tendencies, and doubrs if he was
really an Anarchist. To those of us who were
comrades of Frank Kilz—as Glasier was, 1oo—
this is simply ridiculous. Is it because Glasier
became a renegade from his “revolutionary ten-
dencies” while Kitz remained true 1o his? His-
tory is a complete refutation of such a statement;
one lived for the moment, the other lived on ir.

When a young man, after serving his appren-
riceship as a dyer, Kitz went on tramp into the
provinces, following our the old cusiom of
establishing himself as a journeyman by work-
ing at his trade, and wherever possible preaching
the doctrines of revolutionary socialism. On his
road back to London, he stayed at Oxford where
Professor Thorold Rogers, then a don at the
university, took the chair for him at one of his
meetings and welcomed him as the last of the
socialists. The Owenist socialists were almost
extinct and the new conception of free revolu-
tionary socialism was just being born.

Back in London, Kitz was soon busy among
the various small groups of working class revo-

lutionaries known as the “Labour Emancipation
Leaguce®, which was afterwards affiliated 1o the
Democratic Federation (later the Social Demo-
cratic Federation). Kitz keenly resented the in-
vasion of the movement by the middle class
clement, and often said that “As the movement
grew in extent, it lost in depth.” He hved to
see s rapid and complere deterioration as the

FRANK

politicians rook possession.

Kitz worked as a dyer for William Morris at
Merton, and Morris would have none bur really
competent workers. Morris would work with
him at times, for he believed in being able to do
any work that was being done by his employees.
When the split occurred in the Socialist League
and Morris resigned the editorship of the Com-
monweal, he suggested Kitz with Mowbray as
joint editors. Kitz held this post (unpaid) for
a good while.

In 1881, the Anarchist Johann Most took re-
fuge from Bismarck’s Germany in this country,
and published his famous paper Freiheit (Free-
dom) in German for secret circulation in Ger-
many. Most’s first prosecution and imprison-
ment here was for an article on the “Phoneix
Park Murder”. Later Freiheit was suppressed
and Most sent to prison again. Kirz convened
a commirtee of which he was secretary, and they
brought out an English edition of the paper with
Kitz as editor. It was sold on the streets and
especially outside the Old Bailey whilst the trial
was on, a challenge which the authorities pre-
ferred to ignore, sensing rhe indignation that was
growing among the public at the unjust sentence
and at a prosecution promoted to please the
German government. Kitz was helped in his

efforts by Kropotkin and other well known com-
rades of a generation which has passed away.

Frank Kitz deveoted himself largely to open-
air propaganda, and was m constwir demand
both in London and in the provincial towns. He
belicved that whilst open-atr meetings were rthe
best and easiest method of making contacts wih
the workers, it was always necessary to give them
something to think over when by themselves,

and to this end, he and some
chased a small hand

number of leaflers.
of the day fi

With the
pioneered open-air p
Kirz speaking in E
Welsh. The tour was a |
followed by a rour of Mainw
del Marmol, who founded a group of
Anarchists in Cardiff.

Professor Okey, in his “Garland of Memor-
ies” pays a fine rribute 1o Frank Kirz's abilities
and courage, in which all who knew him will
join. As speaker and writer he was always
ready fo join in any efforts for the spread of
Anarchism. He did his work in a day when the
Anarchist was regarded as a bomb thrower and
an assassin, and when hostility to our ideas was
the rule. We have lived down that day, and it
is largely due to the effective work of these
tittle-known Anarchists that it is so. They
sowed rhe seed, and ir has taken root; the gather-
ing of the harvest is the task for the workers of
to-morrow. Victory is for those who march
forward 1o the Future in the same spirit as the
old pioneers.

MAT KAVANAGH.
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IN the undeveloped Russia of the nineteenth century, historical

ertarian Communiitly

nuisance to the Russian government that Tolstoy had no diffi-

methods as imprisonment.

Knowing from

tendencies which had taken four or five centuries to mature
in Western Europe were often telescoped into as many decades,
and it was possible to see subversive religious groups, of the
types which flourished in England during the seventeenth cen-
tury, co-existing with modern social revolutionary movements.

While in Western Europe religious dissent and social un-
rest, which were united in the revolutionary movements of the
Anabaptists and the Diggers, had long separated into distinct
channels, in Russia of the 1890’s they were still in some in-
stances united. This was largely due to the close relationship
between the Czar and the orthodox Church, which made a rebel-
lion against the church almost automatically a rebellion against
the State.

This religious rebellion reached its highest level in the
anarchist theories of Tolstoy and in the anti-militarist resistance
practiced by the Tolstoyans and by ceriain dissenting movements
among the peasants. .

Of these peasant movemernits the most considerable was that

of the Doukhobors. This sect was founded in Russia during
the sevenicenth century, on a primitive Christian basis. The
Doukhobors opposed the hicrarchies of Czardom and of the
orthodox church, advocated the community of land and property,
y War.
APl ope were subjected to continuous persecutions from the
, and the State until, by the middle of the nincteenth
vigour of their early beliefs had declined; and they
ccept @ compromise with the society around them.
however, there was a sudden revival of the old
or belicfs, stimulated by one of their leaders, Peter
who had come into contact with Tolstoy’s teaching and
sed their identity with his own beliefs. Verigen was
oria, where he stayed for fificen years, but the
h he had started gained momentum, and once
0] gan 1o proclaim their resistance to the
o urch and 1o war. The authorities
the actions of the Doukhobors, whom they
ce the other peasants in Russia, and sent
¢ and terrorige them into submission. There
~of the most steadfast resistance. Hundreds
both young and old, were murdered, thou-
‘and many of the women were raped by the
tinued to refuse their allegiance o the
_nnd l;hc young mecn refusul Lo g0 into

the Doukhobors who were not killed,
iberia, had proved themselves such a

culty in obtaining permission for the majority of them to
emigrate to Canada.

In Saskatchewan they were given land by the government,
and assured that they would not be required to act against their
principles. At the end of seven years, however, the Saskatche-
wan government went back on its promise, and required the
Doukhobors to give up their communal cultivation, to divide
and fence _lhelr lands into individual portions, to swear allegiance
to the King angi become Canadian citizens. The alternative
was the confiscation of their lands, The Doukhobors refused to
accede to these terms, which represented the very conditions
they hagi left R_ussia to avoid, and all but two thousand of them
left their holdings, on which they had put in years of hard
labour, and moved into the mountain valleys of British Colum-
?(;?], to start once again to break down the hard, uncultivated

Here they planted orchards and started a co-operative jam
factory. But they were not left long in peace, for the British
Columbian Government tried to force them to send their children
to state schools. The Doukhobors refused, and a further period
of struggle ensued. At one time nine hundred Doukhobors were
kept in Piers Island prison for three years, but the government
was beaten in the end. During this dispute the Doukhobors
used a novel method of protest. If they were arrested, they
would sake off their clothes and go naked. Sometimes, when
one Doukhobor was arrested, five or six hundred naked Douk-
hobors would appear and demand to share his suffering.
Demonstrations of naked Doukhobors even marched in protest
through the streets of Vancouver. The method was cffective
and the embarrased authorities decided to leave the Doukhobors
alone. The Doukhobors also refused to register births, deaths
and marriages. At one time the police used to plough up
Doukhobor cemeteries to look for new graves, but in the end
they gave in on this point as well. : ;

During the 1914-18 war the Doukhobors refused to register
or to accept military service, and agam_malmumcd Lhu_r resis-
tance. Between the two wars a_proportion of the Doukhobors
have becn corrupted by bourgeois standards and have compro-
mised with surrounding sociely. Nevertheless, a greal number
have still maintained their principles, and, out of 17,500 Douk-
hobors in Canada, 2,500 men of military age have refused to

go into the army. or to accept any alternative Service. Among
the older people many have refused to pay taxes. A number
have been sent 1o prison, where some of the younger men were
tied 1o the bars and beaten. But in this war the authoriti ha

tried to use indirect econmomic methods, rather than such direct

experience” that

Doukhobors cannot be bullied into submission, they are now
trying to starve them into conformity. Fgrer\'a;{j business
men are fined for employing Doukhobors, and in the towns
Doukhobors are forbidden to sell their produce -

Once again, the Doukhobors have manased o maintain
their resistance. This was largely because Lhci: have retained
a peasant status, and still practice common ownership and com-
mon work in many of their settlements, particularly among their
niost uncompromising section, the Sons of Freedom. This
has rendered them to a great extent self-subsistent, and given
their economic basis a resiliency which has lareely nuilified the
clejt\ of the government to convert them by removing their
outside sources of income. Even where individual Doukhobors
or groups of Doukhobors have suffered from this discrimination,
they have been enabled to carry on by the mutual aid practiced
among the members of the movement.

It is the measure of the success of the Doukhobors’ strug-
gles, that a great number of them still live in settlements rum
on amrchm communist lines, having no internal rules and
1ignoring successfully the external laws, sharing work and pro-
duce, and putting into active practice the dple of “From
each according to his ability, to each according to his needs.”

We may not agree with the theological ideas on which the
Doukhobors base their actions, but they deserve our sympathetic
attention because their life in Canada has been a living example
of the practicability of anarchist communities, while the persis-
tence of their leng struggle against the Church, the State and
war merits our admiration and support.

Meanwhile, in Stalin’s Russia, the remainder of
hobors who stayed behind and survived the Czaris
have shared in the persecutions which have b
all minorities who choose to | in
the standard ways of life and t J
authorities. Many have be
steadfastly refused to give u
with the State and militarism, are
prisons and concentration camps 0
there peasants, who suffered s
Czarist authority, should o
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which .5!‘,‘: repl

the Douk-

their attitud
scattered amx
Russia and

P

yced ever)

GEORGE

wOODCOCK

4 am Imdedled 1o @

nist quarterly, Retort.)

Amgrican



i«

Y

WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 24th MARCH, 1945

Forees Corner

peﬁﬂﬂll of 1918?

fought in the war of 1914 to 1918 warns the soldier of

A comrade Fh“guned by the smooth promises

to-day “‘"mwm cynically betrayed—don’t let them
8¢ ey of to-day are preparing nitd {
The Government 13 on of the faet.

he G 1 Election that is to follow the
th_cG:'"“"I = d they are putting
...:WW“"‘ stuff as they did in 1918, with
e o Policies and Promises. While
they have for five years being reaping com-

fortable profits, they have been sending the

people—=that Is 10 say, you—who in times of
pcace_may bhave trusted them, our to fight
for “Freedom and Democracy.” As reward
what do they ofier you? A mere pittancc

~of a gratuity. Bur what is the cconomic

foture you face? I will tell you—Unemploy-
meat, misery, hunger.

For how far will this gratuity go? Most
ofyouwilluﬂmtomkchomes.andyouwill
then find yoursclf pounced upom by those
sharks whe will offer vou so-cslled bargains
and will ficece you of all that “blood money”
with which the State rewards vou for going

aum&ew«dmhﬂysﬁh
bosstininess, bot = 2 spirit of humble recog-

In Praise of Attlee
« The Dzly Herdd recently quoted Bren-
dzn Bracken as saying: “If you ever want
10 haye z colleague who never doubts and
who never repents, wrn o Mr. Arlee.”
Gadeiter Brendan Bracken

He keeps a leam of press-men,
T hey never tire or slacken,

Tkey are the model yes-men;
So ke is laughing fatly
Az dl »ho read ks stories
And dear, undoubting Attlee,
. So faithful 1o the Tories.

of the politicians. His

pull the same trick again!

I cannot think of what
these men went through. I have been there
at the door of the furnace and witnessed it,
but that is not being in it, and I saw those
men march into the furnace. There are mil-
lions of men who will come back. Let us
make this a land fit for such men to hive in.”

Bui remember what they did in fact come
back to despite all Lloyd George’s and Chur-
chill’s fiowery promises—Uncmployment, mis-
ery, hunger. Bur it is up to you. Your
fathers fought for a better country, a better
world: and they were Iet down. Scc to it
you arc not fooled as they were. You have
scen how the politicians got away with it
before, with their promiscs of housing, small
holdings, full employment, better conditions—
they think they can get away with it again!

The miners were given all kinds of pro-
mises—shorter hours, more pay and main-
tenance of demobilized and unemployed
miners. The government even promised in
writing to stand by the recommendations of
the Sankey Commission. But they didn’t.

The miners were let down in January of the

first peace year, 1919.
So it 1s plain enough to see how the politi-
cians whom you trusted have lied, deceived,

and fought behind your backs. And how
their Conseription has tricked you! You have

been used as tools for cheap, sweated and
forced labour, and used to break yvour fellow
workers’ strikes. But you couldn’t kick with-
out finding yoursclves in the glasshouse, to be
bullied by the thugs of Democracy. Remem-
ber the Chatham incident in 1943, when one
of your comrades, Clayton, was brutally kick-
ed to death by three killer sergeants? But
the tme is coming when vou will be in a suit
of_civvies, a time when all should use their
own initiative and show that you can also
fisht for vourselves. I address this not only
to those who, like myself, are old enough to
remember what happened after the last war,
bat also to those who have grown up since.
These latter must equip themselves with the
experience of their fathers’ generation so that
they can mcct the present and forthcoming
poltical situation.
*OLD TIMER.”

BRITAL

HIS book is of some importance to those
wishing 1o acquire a more detailed account
of the underlying causes of the present coal
crisis. Though a liule dated (it takes one up
to the carly part of 1944) it is in substance the
most up-to-date indictment of the private owner-
ship of the coal-mines that exists. With pre-
cision and care, Margot Heinemann builds up
a damming case against the owners. The ad-
ministration comes in for some pretty hard
blows, and the greater portion of responsibility
for the serious position of coal is laid at its
doors. The mis-management and self-interest
of the owners, coupled with the Governments
complete lack of foresight, are considered to be
the main causes of the coal crisis. On the
question of the shortage of manpower, it is
shown that, in spite of unemployment existing
in the coal-fields right up to the outbreak of the
present war, 2 shortage of miners is acutely felr;
and that, on top of this, “the number of miners
in the industry is falling (and will continue 10
fall unless something is done to arrest the trend)
by 20.000 to 30,000 every year—that is, every
vear the industry loses by death, sickness and
old age, men producing 8 to 9 million tons of
coal, whose services it is failing to replace.”
Dealing with the successive causes of the coal
crisis, the Foster Commirttee Report, July 1942,
is quoted as a terrible indictment of the whole

organisation and record of the industry since -

the last war. Countering the allegations of the
owners that absenteeism and strikes are mainly
responsible for the coal problem, it is pointed
out that absenteeism is no higher in mining than
in any other industry. In fact, the coal owners
and M.P.s are amongst the social groups that
show the highest percentages of absenteeism!
Strikes, while only amounting o 2 shifts per
man per year, continue to grow: “the majority

WAR COMMENTARY
is offered to members of the Services at
special rates

I year, Is. post free
& months, 6d. post free

JTake adventage of this offer to introduce
new readers in the Services

\F

L N\

have been either about local wage marters or
against penzltes imposed by State machinery”.
On this issue, however, Margor Heinemann
naively discloses the strike-breaking tactics of
Will Lawther, eic., and the (then) Mineworkers’
Federaton. Wages, conditjons_vundcrgmund,
the dangers to life and health @ the question
of compensation are all treated with great sym-
pathy and remarkable understanding of the
minérs’ atutude. In turn, mechanisanion and
concentration in relation 1o productivity are ex-
amined, demonstrating thereby yet further oppo-
sition by the owners and bungling by the Gov-
ernment in the process. The coal owners in
politics, the mine owners in Parliament and
their stranglehold on the National Press are ex-
posed to the light of day. Clearly, the influ-
ence of those who rake in profits from the sweat,
blood, toil and tears of the mining community
is exemplified in the Governmentr in all the
various departments that create public opiniop;
in fact it is the key 1o the entre profic-making
system in this counuy. Taking a cue from
Shakespeare, we are tempted to cry: “A Daniel
has come 1o judge”, bur as in “The Merchant
of Venice” Margot Heinemann, the Porua of
the Labour Research Deprt., turns the tables on
us poor Shylocks. Enthusiasucally agreeing
with the analysis, we znxiously awair-the solu-
tion and are confronted by—after indicting, con-
demning, criticising and exposing the actual role
of the Government — Nationalisation!  State
Ownership! Governmental Control! The same
Government that has been largely responsible
for the disastrous and terrible position of coal
production, the mouthpicce of the bosses, the
political weapon of the owners of capital is
seriously offered as the only means whereby
justice may be obtained at last for the miners,
and the coal crisis finally solved. This would
no doubt be made more effective by the addition
of more Labour lawyer-politicians to the Gov-
ernmental form of control. Nationalisation!
This panacea for all ills, that is so often and
increasingly called for by the Left (and some
sections of the Right) is nothing more nor less
than control by amateurs. This is clearly indi-
cated by the list of Controllers that were at
one time set up by the Government. Apart
from the Controller General, Lord Hyndley,
until that time Director of Powell Duffryn
Assoc. Collieries, Guest Keen and Neutlefolds,
2nd the Bank of England; the Production Direc-
tor, Mr. Charles Reid, formerly director of the
Fife Coal Co.; the Labour Director, Mr. J.
Armstrong, -formerly of the Scottish Mine-

workers’ Union—apart from these worthi¢s, what

COAL

firyad 2
Ands

do we That all the regonal controlicrs
were “amatear coal-men™, for they copsisied of
a ‘company director, a lawyer, an ex-Labour
MP,, the Chairman of the Central Price Rega-
lation Commirtee, a Trades Union offical, a
County Counal Clerk, a railway goods manager
and an ex-techniczl adviser to 3 Regional Com-
missioner. Men like these would no doubz be
chosen as the managers of the scheme for zhe
proposed State-owned mines. The dangers of a
bureaucracy are encountered by Margor Heine-
man with “ . . . nor could the most soulless
bureaucracy surpass the mhumapity with which
the miners have been treated by their employers,
or the disastrous results of this policy”. We
miners as a whole are the most convinced oppo~
nents of the private ownership of the mines, buat
there is an ever-increasing number of us who
are sceptical of the statement that State Control
is a sure goarantee of a square deal far the
mine-workers. -State-planning and dictates from
above will never of themselves produce one
dram of coal. Redoang the miners 1o mere
cogs in the wheel, incorporating the miners’
unions more fully into the State apparatus,
compelling these Unions 1o carry our the func-
tons of watch-dogs of the workers and dispen-
sors of “benefits”, relentlessly crushing, break-
ing, bending all 1o its cenrrally conceived plan
which must be adhered 1o in spite of the cost—
it seems amazing thal one could sull produce
coal at all under such conditions. Russia 10-day
being the supreme example of natonalisation,
our Russophiles point in a spirit of rcligious
fervour 1o the achievements of the natonalised
industries of the U.S.S.R. Miners recall, how-
ever, the accounts of Stakhanovism and its con-
sequences, and know the termible cost in human
lives and suffering. We have gained knowledge
from the experience of the Russian workers and
have sought for and found another path for our
emancipation. Private ownership is disintegrai-
ing before our very eyes, we are to-day witness-
ing the death-throes of its existence, and in the
teeth of those who, as an alternatve, cry “State
Control”, we throw our challenge of “Workers’
Conurol! The Mines controlled by the miners!™
At this the ‘Left’ 1s amazed and aghast, for their
whole philosophy is based on the assumplon
that it is impossible for the free combinaton of
workers, by hand and brain, 10 possess the
ability 10 control cffectvely that by which they
live. And yet, curniously c¢nough, they endow
the workers wath sufficient wisdom to choose
their would-be rulers. Workers’ Control means
the direct representation of the workers in the
industry. The organisation of industry by the
producers themsclves and the direcnon of the
work Dy committeces consisting of delegares
directly responsible 1o the workers. The organ-
isagon of the country’s total production by the
industrial and agriculmaral alliances, and the
organisation of consumprnon by the federaton
of Coundls of Labour. This 1s no idle dream
or Uropia; it has been done! We have the
concrete ¢xamples of the Spamish workers’ col-
lecuves during the Civil War of 1936-39. The
Workers’ Control of th: Health, Gas, Transport
and Public Amusement services are among the
most oulstanding successes of the Barcelona
workers. The texule and wood industries were
parocularly successful, but it was m agriculture
that the most inspiring examples of workers® col-
lectvisation were given us. There docs exist a
“practical alternauve to Nauonalisation in Work-
ers’ Control. Ignoring the main theme and ob-
ject of Bruain’s Coal, which by now you may
realize 1o be a plea for nationalisation, this book

Iscariot :
And kanged hmimself in sorrow—
Can Atflze be prevented : . :
From swicide to-morrow? =
(R}
T’fe: s mﬂy f;; ff;j . “IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE REMAND HOME\% e : A NICE ENGLISH FAMILY
S= 2 a % - - - Mr. Morrison, reply-
As Bracken has related, ] “;{"hc_n evidence apast bfg]g %V‘?;:ya?gu;a;“[gz ing to jAdmI. m(r: Wil- _ “We live bombs here. We have had bombs
mean i 2NICE. Dooks 1 a casc al 1he e MR liam James (Cons.) for breakfast, bombs for lunch, bombs for tea
Thoe RS DS pEnTAT R Common Sergeant, Mr. H. L. Beazley, asked said that at the end of and dinner for six years now. We breathe bombs
| Mr. H. J. Hamblen, prosecuting counscl, “Have January 888 boys and and dream about bombs.”

WE DIDN'T

SAY IT

AF. 1ells me that
he hes Dess Tecposicd 1o asceriain the political
views of Thc ks poder tam. Apparendy the
Ajr Miopamry is very anxious 10 koow their
political bent before ncy send hom OVETseas
with the Army—or shall 1 sy Air Force. So
- r 1 10 gl oUL of 1T wWihen Ine war

over, soonld take z tip from
4 sound s Dolshic as they possibly can,
cven i they are mot. Orherwise they are hikely
o Bnd themsclves in noiform for longer than

Repedle, 12/3/45.

Boishic is 2 bit our of date, Avarchist seems
10 scare 1he AMIGONTES MOore . . . bol we are
shocked by Reweillds advice, we thought it
Was 2 Palnionc paper.

N.AAF.I. MYSTERY
Where do all the NAAFT profits 2o7 NAAF]
}1:.3; 1o0ld \‘Fx.'mm Flickey, of toe Daly Express.
Dalcad

of spending profis for the txmefir of
Sorvicomnen, NAAFPI admits (el s0fGe  COm-

manding officers refuse 10 spend the moncy this
way, and buy Seving: Ceauficics, or put the
IWORCY Anle post-war funds inslcsd.

Revgille, 32/3/45,

SLAVE LABOUR FOR RUSSIA
Cutmandng smaz o Bovsh-Amencan-Romian
DegoLanons 3 e wmplacable Sovier derand for
postear German Labour
Al Yala solution in principle was reached,
Clearcinll and Roosevelt agreed that Germany
mUsl O preparel W disgorpge Icparalions i
i6nd,” which may include “maniicd” Doails
#nd definitions were, Lowever, deferred.
- i‘x-‘: Kossizne TABICOm
AN 000 and & mbdmurs of 10,000,000 Ger-
mafs boiween agee of 20 and 32, The
penied of cach Lbourer w0 be fram five 1o soven
years, depending om conduct and progress in
re~cducalion.”
Sovier exporis hold thar 1his process muost
cominue for

S ‘
oomana a ol

mnanUIm of 1em years, and
T B mMaY e mecossary ot thie end of the
e,
Aa \s’a;L.a, Stalin I IDal e S
U adtw, Sulm ansisicd st the Sovict
0N Goc: DOL seck ToVeDpe, ul L -
. CLEL, P L WU
German labour in Hussic afier the war

WOLLa

be a6 act of smplc justice.

o
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Caalcade, 10/3/45

THE “BEST"

DW,_ Brizxin's
blcakest and most no-

' SOLDIERS GET

you seen a ration book?”

Mr. Hamblen: 1 have never seen one.

The Judge: Neither have 1.

Mr. Hamblen: And certainly never a clothing
coBpOn.

L zter the judge asked a witness if one could
2et so much tea a week. He also asked: ““Whar
are personal points? and when the witness said,
“Sweets,” the judge replied: “Oh! yes. Very
personzl”

girls were reported to
be in remand homes
awalling vacancies in
approved schools and
60 boys and 33 girls
reporied o be awaiting vanandes on bail.

The number of children and young persons
committed to remand homes for not more than
a month under the Children and Young Persons
Act had recently averaged 40 per month.
Daily Telegraph, 10/3/45.

_ The speaker was Mrs. Molly Wallis, pleasant-
faced, grey-haired wife of 57-year-old Barnes
Neville Wallis, designer of Britain’s latest bomb,
the ten-tonner.

He was also the designer of the spectal bombs
with which the late Wing Commander Guy Gib-
son breached the Mohne Dam, and the earth-
quake bomb which sank the Tirpitz.

Evening Standard, 15/3/45.

Through the Press

INDUSTRIAL ETHICS

An Imperial Chemical Industries worker sends
me the information that a large poster now ap-
pears on the walls of his works building demand-
ing “Aid for China, the first victm of aggres-
sion.” ;

This is a notable conyersion.

Lord McGowan, head of the 1.C.1., admined
10 2 Roysl Commission in 1935 that his firm
had supplied certain specialities 1o Japan which
were used in the invasion of Manchuria. The
prociss continued for several subsequent years.
~ Would it not be & fine gesture to our Allies
if Lord McGowan gave to the “Aid for China”
Fund any profits he had made from the sale of
chemicals w Japan?

Michael Foot in Daily Herald, 9/3/45.
Thar's &ll very well, bur supposing he goes
and hands the Axis the profits he’s making
on China as well?

NO EW.O. FOR HIM

The Dukc of YWindsor said w-day that three
reasons profopled hds resignauon as Governor of
the Bebamas—resticssnces, tbe press of Dusincss
inlerests abroad, and the neer end of the Eurcp-
2l wWar

Radialing funcss and high spirits, the Duke
said he was sary 1o leave tbe Babamas, wihere
ne pad sorved as Governor far necarly ive years

Bur I've prvale inlercsis o r‘_-nxnu,
Caneds, and Europe winch need more toan Lhe
pesinodic aucouon 've been able W give Wisn
I Uae i DVe yoars.

Meanwhile, in New York, intimale friends of
e Dake seid they believed that be will woon
ke UDP &l MUDOTtanl Dew Posl, periapy as good-
Wil for Britain, conceniralng on

Ambassad
Ao~ Torilasl
Ihewe wour

7
e Bang cxpres

i the Duke bad cabled
; { fus OSaurc 10 bE 1o {:urvp\"
when (he [ighting ceases (nalics ours) and offer-
ing Ios scrviccs in apy suilable capacity.

Daly Mail, 17/3/45.
Pre. Spoith has @ private interest in his wife
and Jads but be has been sent 10 fight some-
where in Taly. Like the Duke he would
haye preferred 1o be n Europe after the

4 Lha

ALL THIS AND BEVIN TOO

Service men and women
who have not found a job
by the time their 56 days’
release leave has expired
will be directed to posts
by the Ministry of Labour.

This is the high-light
of lecrures on demobilis-
ation procedure  which
have been given recently
at various commands to men and women leav-
ing the Scrvices, : e

Even married women who exercise their right
of immediate release, these lecturers say, will
probably be direcied 10 part-tumc work if they
have nothing 1o do when their 36 days arc up.
‘Duh’)' .‘i’l-‘.‘n.’, ?,/J'/"ID.

LAPSE INTO HONESTY

Sccretary of State Stertinius is still red-faced
over the gafle he made at Mexico Ciry, when he
said In a “The United States looks
upon Mexico as a country which we are proud
o call our OwWn, i

Diplomats gasped, and o Mexican répresenta-

speech

live murmured, jocularly: “Annexationz” Siet-
gnius lster substinuted the word “friend” Ifor
“own” in copies Tor the Press.

Daily Mail, T/3/45.

TRAITORS TO FASCIST
PORTUGAL

Dr. Luiz Supico Pintw, Portuguese Minister
for Economy, addressing the newly-formed
Corporauve Techmcal Counal, in Lishon, said

that Eriain bad guaraniced w send Porwgal
180,000 1ons of coal yesterday,

Portugal would have 1o ferch for herself the
otner 420,000 wns reserved for her by the ex-
porung natons if her railways, clearicity plant
and other cssenual industrics were not w run
snort of luch, he added, according o Reurer.

Star, 8/3/45.

A certain magistrate, addressing Durham
Bevin Boys who had taken a formight’s
thqlay over Christmas, said they were
traitors to their country”. Of course, ir

would never do to cut down on the supplies
for fascist industry.

THERE AIN'T NO JUSTICE

Inspector Wheal, of the West End Central
police’ station, was commended by Mr. J. B.
Sandbach, K.C., at the Marlborough-street
court 1o-day, for securing the arrest of an Army
deserter who had been using the discharge
papers of a man now lying dangerously il in
hospital. He also recommended the inspector
for a reward. .

Delis Pietro Cappucini, 20, Briush-born son
of a café proprictor in St. Alban’s-place, Hay-
marker, admirted in court that he had run away
because he objected o wearing any umiform
whatever. 2l

He was charged with stealing by finding the
identity card, Army discharge ceruficate and two
holiday scheme cards belonging to an ex-soldier.

Cappucini was sentenced 1o one month's hard
labour for the theft and ordered to be handed
1o an escort on completion of the sentence.

Evening Standard, 8/3/45.
Our comrade John Olday, the cartoonist,
got ome year for stealing by finding an
identity card -only.

BRAZIL WITHDRAWS
i l .A(a)“

MEXICO CITY, Sunday.—The Brazilion dele-
gate at the Inter-American Conference has
pledged Brazil 1o amend her ¢onstitution to in-
clude the mght (o strike. He withdrew an objec~
gon to this right in a Labour Charter of the
Americas.—Reuler,

Daily Express, 5/3/45.

Our poor Brazilian brothers don’t enjoy the
blessings of having a Socialist and Trade
Unionist as Minister of Labour, evidently.

SAME METHODS

The American Government is under no obli-
gaton to redecm “invasion money,” the Treasury
Department announces,  Invasion currency, it is
explamned, is issucd under the authority of the
Governmenr of the country in which it 1s dis-
bursed and becomes part of that country’s cur-
TEncy. News Chromicle, 15/3/45.

That is what the Germans did in occupied
countries bur they were accused of being
thieves and of causing inflation.

should be read, digested thoroughly and discuss-
ed by everyome. I readily recommend it 1o all
who seek informapon on the coal problem. It
is unfortunate that an otherwise useful piece of
work should be marred by a rigid adherence to
the “Parry line”.

TOM CARLILE.

The living condinons were bad.

Life in Cologne now, under the Allied Mili-
tary Government:

FINGER-PRINTS.—Registrauon of all the peo-
ple—abour 100,000—in progress; and, with the
help of German police, finger-prints of every-
body are being taken.

News Chronicle, 17/3/45.
When the Germans invaded France the
French police collaborated with them in
keeping the French people down. Now the
German police collaborates with the Allies.
Morzl: The police are always on the win-
ning side. If you want a safe job become
a policeman. If you want 1o be arrested
under Fascist, Communist and Democranc
governments alike, become an anarchist.

LIBERTY, FRATERNITY . . .
EQUALITY !

The last ume I saw Paris was in October.
To-day they
are infinitely worse.

In the shop windows are scraps of silk lingere
(at £25 a piece) and orchids from hot houses
where 200,000 plants use onc ton of coal daily.
But the people’s grates are coalless and the food
situation is appalling for those who cannol
afford to buy in the Black Market.

Evening Standard, 8/3/45.

OUR WAR

Fires were started in
the Emperor of Japan’s
palace by the biggest-ever
raid by Super-Fortresses
on Tokio, said a Japanese

broadcast. It blazed for
17 hours.

The Imperial stables
were also set ablaze, and
the fires in the “Son of
Heaven's™ capital were
described by Brig.-Gen.

Thomas S. Power, who commanded the raid, as
the most spectacular sight he had seen.

He arcled over the burning city for two hours
while the last squadrons poured their final in-
cendiaries into the only black patch which re-
mained in the fiery targer area.

*“Whole sectors were raging scas of flames,”
General Power said.

Smoke rose to a height of 18,000 feet, and at
least 15 square miles of crowded Tokio was
scarred by the raid.

Sunday Empire Nezws, 11/3/45.
Lest our readers forger: the raid was not
carried out by sadistic huns burt by civilized,
christian, democratic Americans.

WBHILE MILLIONS DIE

cauty parades, strip-teasers in might clubs,
gambling in sumptuous casinos, steaks at £2 10s.
a ume, and chinchilla capes at £10,000 are some
of the delights for holiday-makers at Miami this

winter, says B.U.P. -
Sunday Dispaick, 11/3/45.



Public services, like teaching and medi-
ane, will be underiaken by the syndicates of
teachers, doczors, nurses, eic., and such munici-
pal services as are pecessary will be undertaken
oy local communes, which will also be federated
regionally 2nd navonally in the same manner as
the syndicates. Nene of the regional or national
federanons will be vesied with any authority—
they wall be merely organisations for volontary
co-orcipapion and the transmission of informa-
non.

With the ending of a property society, the
statc and all its appendages will vanish. A
frece socicty where there are no vested iIn-
terests will hsve no need of parliaments, codes
of law, police, armics, etc., all of which are
mtended to prescrve property rights. The
workers themselves can be left to deal with

The Circular Letter

“It came to the notice of the authorities that
certain documents were being circulated, and
pnrdamn circular letter dated October 25th,
1944 formed the subject of the charge.
It is quite a long letter. 1 will refer o certain
assages only”. Mr. Hawke declared that this
dArcular was addressed 10 “Dear Comrade™ and
wdvised recpients—quite  properly—io attend
lecture groups and discussion groups and said
‘Such discusston groups mentioned above may
form the basis of future soldiers’ councils. It @
expacted thar an article will appear shortly in
W.C. on soldiers’ and workers’ councils. One
of the most important guestions is that of the
action of soldiers’ councils m a revelutionary

situation’,
The Police Raids

Ewon Place, Willow Road and Whitechapel
High Street. Nothing of any importance was

at the last-named address. Inspector
Whitehead visited Belsize Road and saw Mr. &
Mrs. Richards. There was a large quantity of

Part of it read ‘It is the duty
of all anarchists to urge the workers everywhere,
as Connolly did the Irish workers of the Citizen
Army, o hold on to their arms. While the
people have weapons in their hands Govern-
ments are weak’. This suggests—ocontinued Mr.
Hnwkmm;mnwhohsariﬂemhﬂd
xmm his opintons by means of

t rifie.”

Referring 1o the issue of War Commentary
dated 25th November, 1944, Mr. Hawke guoted
from the article “Workers Struggle in Belgium™
in which it is stated: “We are emphancally on
the other side, that of the armed workers. And
we repea

He also referred to the articles by Michael
Peterson “All Power to the Soviets” from winch
i wilhm_:sir_uan'on

to which I have called your attention”.

These are the facts—continued Mr. Hawke
and submitted that the case should be sent w
the Central Criminal Court.

Witnesses Called

The first witness to be called by the prosecu-
tion was Captain John Macauley, Pioneer Corps,
The Castle, Lancaster.

Pros.—On December 13th last in the course
of a kit inspection did you find in the kit of Pte.
Taylor a copy of War Commentary dated 25th
November 1944, 2 drcular letters dated 25th
October 1944, and War Commentary dated lst
November and 11th November?

Capr. Macauley.—1 did.

Cross examined by Mr. Rutledge, witness
stated that the search of the company’s kit was
conducted on instructions from higher authority.
Taylor was not present when he searched his
kKit. It was a spap inspecton following the
secarch of the men’s persons. He had to take
away such documents as he was instructed. He
was not instructed to take away copies of the
New Leader and the New Statesman. Nor did
he take away a bible or Mrs. Beeton’s Cookery
Book. He made the search in company with
other officers. He did not receive instructions
that Taylor was to be kept under observation.
He made no report on any man. He reported
his search on its conclusion. All the arucles
taken were retained and so far as he knew none
had been returned. He further stated that the
same procedure was gone through with Pte.
Pontin.

Pte. Taylor was then called into the witness
box and in answer to questions put to him by
the Prosecution said that he had received both
War Commentary and the Circular Letter from
the Freedom Press. He subscribed to War
Commeniary.

stated that the issue of War Commentary refer-
red to was the second he had received, but he
had seen War Commentary several times. He
was not invited to join; he joined on his own.
On the 13th December his kit was inspected
but he was not present at the time.

Mr. Rutledge.—Is there anything you have
read in any issue of War Commentary or the
circular letter which has affected your service
as 2 soldier, or your discipline? (Mr. Hawke
intervened at this point to object to the question,
but the objection was not upheld by the magis-

trate).
Pie. Taylor—No. 1 am mainly interested in
the Freedom Theatre.

Press.
scriber w0 War Com C
1 think over a year ing 1 have read in
any 1issu¢ or any circular letier from Freedom

Press has affected my service as a soldier. |

have subscribed for some time to the New
Leader™,

The jon next called Liewt. Thes.
Walter Wortley, Non Combatant Corps, Leam-

mgion to state that he had conducted & kit in-
spiaction and had found in the kit of Pre. Mac-
Donald the circular letter in guestion. He also
found in the kit of Pre. Ruby a copy of War
Commentary dated 25th November. Cross ex-
amined be said “This scarch was not 2 snap in-
spection. It was made on mstructions from
higher suthority. 1 was instructed to look for
' exhibit 1 bhave
scen and the circular letter. [ ook away an-
other paper oslled the Bulietn. MacDonald
and Ruby were present at the scarch of thewr
respective kits™

Pie. MacDonald looked at the copy of the
crcular letter and said “I think | got that from
the Freedom Press.”™ He bPod read the msue
of War Commentary in gues . He had a
friend called Ruby and though: hat be had
given his copy of that number of War Cem-
mentary to him.

Joined of His Own Volition

Cross examined, Pte. MacDonald said that be
had been a subscriber to War Commentary since
May 1944 and joined of his own volirion. He
was present when his kit was searched.  Several
things were taken besides the arcular letter in
cluding one or two Scottish papers, a copy of
the Scots Secmalisr and others, the titles of which
he could not remember. “I've received War
Commentary regularly up to the day of the
scarch. 2 days after the search I was called o
my C.Os office and asked to open a y and
hand it to him, which I did." Pre. MacDonald
admitted to having been interviewed by Insp.
Whitchead on I8th ar 19th December.

Mr. Rutledge~Do you remember any ques
tions asked by In or Whitehead?

Pre. MacDonald.—Y es.

, At this point the Magistrate intervened 1o
question the necessity for such close guestioning
mcdn_‘gy' since this case would probably be sent
on— Court is only a Clearing House,” he
said, but Mr. Rutledge asked to be allowed to

on with the cross examination.

r. Rutledge te Pte. MacDonald —Did In-
spector Whitehead ask you if you belicved that
there should be officers in the army?

Pty. MacDonald—Yes. 1 rephed that I did
not agrec with the idea that there should not be
officers.

Mr. Rutledge.~Did Inspector Whitchead say
that it was ‘in order’ for you to read War Com-
mentary?

Pie. MacDonald —Yes.

Mr. Rutledge.—Did Inspector Whitehead say
“That is what we are fightuing for, % Freedom
of the Press’?

Pte. MacDonald.—Yes.

Mr. Rurledge.—Has anything yo have read
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Pre. MacDownald.—Na.

_Capt. Edward Davis, RE, statoned in the
Jrkneys, stated that be found & copy of e

arcular letter and ) issues of War
i the kit of Sapper Ward.

e
said “1 made the search on instructions from
i
otlher
artick which appeared 1o be comnecied with &
Ward was
1 was not imstructed to take anythng

1 did not take 3 book called Revolutonary
Portugal or ane called the War in Spamn or enc

higher amthority. [ was told specifically
e ook for—War Cemmentaries and any

i relation to the Freedom Prems
present.
clse.

calied Behind the Spanish Barmoades

were pot taken away so far as | can reenllect

hey were loaked at by [ or Whitchead.

was prosent and so was Ward [n due oparse

I made my report 1o higher suthorny

Sapper Colin Ward was the nexi wiioess @

be called by the prosecution He confirme

having read the venowm documents which be smdd

had been sent 1o him by the Freadpm rirand

Uroms cxamined he said that he mw inspecior
Whitchead in the presence of hs Commandmg
Whitchead asked hom wihai

Fregdom

Officer.  lospecion
made him frwt ger in wouch with the
Press. “1 sasd bPecsuse my
in the same direction as hoir—ihe ideas Wwort
there before | got in touch with Fresdom Pres
In answer to a guestion by Mr. Rutiedge Sap-
per Ward smid “Nothing | bave read d =
Uemmentary or any article issued from Fresdes
Press has affected my duty as a suder
Ke-cxamined by Mr. Hawke who asked I’i'--k
wy you held such wiews as cxprossed im e

Commentary before being in twouch with Free
dom Press. Does that mean that ‘rt:r_\!l'_'u:;
you read met with your approval? Colin Ward

apswered “1 wouldn't say categorically thai
everything | read in those articles bad my ap-
proval.”

It was then | p.om. and the magistrate adp:urfl*

ed the case until the following Fridey, March
i16¢h, Bail was agam allowed for Mr. & Mrs.
Richards and Dr. Hewetson. In Phlip San-
som’s case Inspector Whitehead objected o bail
being allowed. Omn being asked for a reason
Inspector Whitchead icferred o a  statemend
made to him on January 15¢th by Sansom when
be is alleged to bave told Inspector Whitchead
that he would make it barder for hum nexi D€
and since it bad then maken the [nspector =X
weeks to find Sansom be &d not thunk Sansom
would torn up at the pext hearing of K w:rc
granted. A:r this there were cries of “Oh!
Oh!” from the crowded public gallery of the
court.
The magistrate suggested two surctics in £500
each and two friends of the accused came for-
ward to offer themselves in that sum. But as
they declined to take the cath, though they were
quite prepared to affirm, the Magistrate refused
to accept them.

]

idcas were (urning

Cross examined by Mr. Rutledge, Pte. Taylor

Starvauon

IFwe stress the sufferings of civil populations
in this war, it is because, as Anarchists, we
place ourselves on the side of the oppressed in
society, the “common people” for whose welfare
the potiticians show no concern at all. We live
n an age wherein the possibility of material
nches 1s greater than ever before; but it is

promises and therr performance more glaring,
tpe contrast between their declared aims and
their actual deeds more shameless or hypocriu-
cal. All over the continent of Europe lo-day
(to say nothing of India, or China) the popula-
pons are stricken and desperate, while the gov-
ernments of the great powers exhibit the inerta
of indifierence, and complacently allow indivi-
auals and groups, outraged by the sufferings in-
tlicted by war upon their Allies, to make sug-
gestions Ior relief (which they ignore); or im-
potent attempts at private reliel (which they
more or less openly obstruct). Lhe plight ot
the people 1n kFrance provides an illustraton of
s callous inacuon.

Starvation and Cold

Ever since D-day reports on the conditon of
the French people have been published in this
country. During the German Occupation, of
course, a servile press was only 100 anxious o
publish the wrutn about food shorrage. But
atter “liberation”, too much sympathy with the
French was evidently deemed unsuirable by our
rulers, for numerous reporis of the well-filled
storehouses, healthy faces, etc., appeared in the
press. Perhaps it 1s not a coincigence that these
reports were 1ssued at 2 ume when the people of
rrance, having driven out the occupauon forces,
were showing the greatest imitiative, and there-
fore making difficult the reinstatement of a
French government under de Gaulle. For gov-
ernment always requires an inmert population
whose only function 1s 10 obey the functonaries
of the State. Be that as it may, the attempt to
play down the food shortage in France has con-
unued more or less till the present.

However, it i1s becoming clearer as more and
more reports are brought back by observers from
France, that there is a very senious shortage of
food and also of fuel. A leading medical
journal, the Lancei, for example, has recently
published two articles on the subject. The
wriler points out that there are gross ineguali-
ties in the distributon of the available food and
this is admitted in official publicavons. The
prevalence of black market methods make it in-
evitable that those who have money are able 1o
supplement their official ratons. [he increase
in tuberculosis is spectacularly higher among
children of workers than among professional
men, avil servants, cultivators, etc. [he Lancer
writer declares that “‘the ordinary manual worker
is in every respect worst off.” He tells how
because of the lack of fuel, the hospitals are
overfilled with “old people suffering from cold,
fatigue and respiratory affections.”

Undoubtedly an important cause of the food
shortage in France was the German Occupation.
Enormous amounts of food were demanded both
for the maintenance of the occupying army and
for export to Germany. But with the driving
out of the Nazi administration, these large
amounts should have become available for the
French pcople. No doubt the sabotage and
destruction of lines of tramsport, etc., did some-
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thing a: first to diminish this bensfit. No
doubt liberating armies, no less than occupying
ones, require to be fed. Nevertheless one would
have expected tha: by now there would bhave
peen an amclioration in the phght of the French.
Nothing of the kind has happened, bowever.
“Since liberation,” writes the Lamcer’s corres-
pondent, “despite an improvement in the e&nl

the condition of children of the poorer classes
in Paris, of whom many have been found under-
weight. There has also been an increase of
vitamin deficiencies at Marseilles.”

This result comes as no surprise to those who
have followed the fate of other lLiberated terri-
tories. Italy and Sicly are probably consider-
ably worse off than France.

Food Enough For All

France is ordinarily a food-producing country,
with ability to feed the total population with
ease. There can be no doubt at all that if the
peasants had access to the land, they could in-
crease production so as [0 overcome the present
difficulues. But the de Gaulle government is
pledged t0 maintain vate prop More-
over, the peasant cann t those products from
the rowns which he needs to carry on production
without paying very high prices for them. This
is the reason why they continue 1o sell their
products cn the black marketr just as they did
during the German occupation, when such bilack
market channels proved very useful 10 the Resis-
tance Movement. Moreover, the inflation makes
them distrustful of paper money.

But even if the money system did not dry up
the free flow of goods, the lack of transport pro-
vides another source of food shortage in towns.
This lack provides yet another brake on peasant
production. What is the use of producing food
if it is going to rot in the countryside for Iack
of wansport? Meanwhile the Smte deparn-
ments add typical bureaucraric incompetence and
indifference. Reymold’s News” foreign editor,
David Raymond, just returned from France, re-
ports (11/3/45): “I know of a case where lorry
drivers who were going to the counry znd
would be returming with empties, rang ﬁp the
Paris Food administration offering to load up
with butter on the return journey. They were
told that Paris had no need of bumter. This at
a ume when the capital had been without fats
for six weeks!™ (The Lancer correspondent
writes also “that up to the day I left Paris, Jan.
29th, no fat of any kind had been issued in the
ration of the Parisian since December.”) David
Raymond also speaks of truck loads of salt being
washed away because “some bureauvcrat ordered
elsewhere the locomotive that was drawing the
open trucks in which the salt was being con-
signed. That was when thousands of Parisians
were having to eat unsalted food!™

Meanwhile, people in this country have real-
ized the appalling plight of the French, and
their immediate reaction is to want 1o help.
There is enough food in this counuy 1o avoid
actual starvation (malnutrition is another matter),
50 it is a marural instinct {0 want to mitigate the
starvation in France by sharing. Pictire Posr
recently published an article on the conditions
in France and were immediately inundate
letters from people anxious o sead
their rations o France. Enq
sibility of getring something don
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