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of reaction.

Such behaviour comes as no sur-
prise to us. Before the war, and from
its start, we have frequently reiterated
what should be a self-evident truth:

the leopards do not change their spots,
and has proclaimed the fact in and out
of season since.

Goes on

(By a French Correspondent)
TI—IE insurrection which has opened

Paris to the Allies has not terminated
its task. The enthusiasm of the first days
of victory has by now been dissipated and
the forces which used to make up the Re-
in the face of the problems created by the
new situation.
_ The most striking thing in France to-day
is the decp separation between the new

TheKFrenchStruggle

The ruling class is seriously weakened and divi-
ded and the executions and arrests of great
personalities has destroyed the little respect there
was for the State. The people feel that they
can obtain what they want through their own
initiative once they see clearly what they want.

EUROPE

The recent events in Europe strik-
ingly bear out the Anarchist view of
the war. It was not we who acclaim-
ed Churchill as a progressive, deter-
mined anti-Fascist. Rather sourly (as
our critics thought) we harped on his
past record of friendliness with Mus-
solini, admiration for Hitler, and
hatred for revolutionary workers,
whether in Russia in 1918 to 1921,
or in this country in 1926. And
Churchill merely reflected the attitude
of the ruling class of the British Em-
pire. Their attitude in Manchukuo
in 1931, in Abyssinia in 1935, in
Spain in 1936, remained unchanged in
Italy in 1943, and in France, Belgium,
and Greece at the present moment.
Elsewhere in this issue the events in
Europe are reported. It is important
that the significance of their general
trend be fully appreciated.

In Italy, in France, in Greece, and
in Belgium, the path of the Allied
Armies has been made smooth by the
spontaneous activity of resistance
movements. These groups have shown
the truth of the Anarchist contention
that the way to freedom lies through
insurrectionary movements against the
ruling power. The truth of this is
certainly recognized by the Allied

Now that the Nazi adminis-
trations have been overthrown mainly
by these insurrectionary movements,
the Allies are anxious to secure to
themselves or their puppets, de Gaulle,

leaders.

Pierlot, Papandreou and the rest.
the effective reins of power. Their
first move therefore has been to try
and deprive the resistance movements
of their arms lest they should them-
selves be overthrown. Moreover, since
the economic stability (in a class
sense) of “liberated” territories de-
pends on the owners of industry, they
have also supported them and pro-
tected their interests and property.
And they have done this regardless of
whether the employers have collabora-
ted with the German forces of occupa-
tion. Of course, most the them have
collaborated; the Nazis needed them in
order to keep the workers in subjec-
tion; and they needed the Nazi gov-
ernment, just as they now need the
Allied governments, in order to main-

tain their of power and
privilege.

The Italians do not want Bonomi,
and did not want Badoglio or Umber-
to. The French Magquis bitterly re-
sented de Gaulle’s disarmament de-
cree. Th Greeks have many time ex-
pressed their views about the Greek
puppet government. The riots and
demonstrations in Brussels and else-
where in Belgium leave no doubt as to
the attitude of the Belgian workers
towards Pierlot. Yet all these un-
wanted rulers owe their continued ex-
istence in power to the support given
to them by Alliecd arms. None the
less, the phenomenon is not new. The
German people did not want Hitler,
yet his rédime was assisted and main-
tained by financiers and politicians
who are noew vociferously (though not
very convincingly ) in the *Anti-fascist’
camp. Franco was unequivocally re-
jected by the Spanish people: vyet
Franco is only able to hang on in Spain

positions

The Reallocation
Plan Examined

NARCH1> 1> have always opposed power being placed in the hands of a body
of men, however allegedly disinterested, and the enormous powers that have been

placed in war-time in the hands of indisputably self-centred vested interests and bureau-

cratic politicians, can only strengthen the Anarchist determination to oppose all forms of
e government. The fatal attraction of -playing with human beings like children with tov
soldiers, is by no means confined to Prussian Junkers. The war has given power to
bureaucracy more than was ever dreamed of by home-grown fascists who always expected
resistance to their aim of total rule. Save for an isolated handful, the Ministry of Labour
has had no determined resistance. So many have followed the paths dictated for them
that the task of the conscriptionists has been simple. Hence total conscription, for war-
time.

band, over whole country, the popula-
ﬁu.dthmof'the'nohmdamm:s,
10 use their own initiative and take an active
part in political events.

With the end of the war in sight, however, ‘The White Paper shpws clearly that we have

Freedom Of the Press the question of demobilization arises. But the been trapped by the thieves of fr They
The first clashes between the Government and Ministry of Labour Barons and the Industrial- are not talking about De ilization—which
people have been caused by the guestion of 1sts are unwilling to see the workers selling their : ther—but of i‘fir.-hl--—

the siatus of the FF.L and the guestion of the

oo of the

Government

disre-

: mpor-
dasarmamen vilian

population, and its incorporation into regular
poits. The militarisation of a2 few F.F.L de-
tachments and their participation in the war
against Germany has been ponrayed as an
acknowledgrment of the rights of the Resistance
but wers, om the comtrary, 2 vicory for the
Government which succeeded, in that way, in
Bouidating irregular troops whose spirit of in-

was suspect. This is 2 repetition of
what heppened in Spain during the cvil war
when the workery’ militia was put under the
comerol of the Government.

Not everyone bas given vp arms in France
particularly in the working dass districis of Paris
and the provincal wowns. In the South 100,000
Spaniards fight with the Maguis. They are
veterans of tbe Spanish revolution znd don't
imend o gve uvp the sruggle now that de
Gaulle i in power. There are slso some F.P.L
Froups who continue to recruit adherents.

Disarming the Militias

The comfiicc berween the legal power and the
militias Bes reached its climay with the project
of disarmasnent of the “patriotic militias”. The
mukitias are represenied by the CNR. (Nationa)
Comeminiee of Resimance), largely influenced by
the Communist Party which tries 1o preserve the
principle of armed militias while a1 the same
timee toes 1o wedken s characier by reducing
the militiss 10 the role of a police force. The
CNE. and the Cammunint Party zre in » diffi-
oule jiom, divided between their loyalty w
e and the pressure ezened upon
themn by the militants of he Kesimance who

if they arr w bring abows the grem wocisl
?Mnﬂiﬂhﬂmmd&:r-wm.
militias, owing to thelr dharacer, could
betome the nests of revolutionary egnaten.  But
firw of all the political sif out inside the
muilitias muwt be completed. be groups which
adbers w authoritarian programmnes should join
the Ki Wing parties. other sections of
the F.¥.L if they preserve their characier; largely

towns, they fight for their personal interests”.
The situation in France is a difficult one, said

de Gaulle. Agricultural machinery is worn out,
almost uscless, most faciories need to be re-
equipped. Transport will not be put in order
for months and as a result the feeding of the
cities will sufler. The reconstruction of destroy-
ed towns appears 10 be a formidable task which
will require & great quantity of man power. The
General concludes that France must take part in
the war effort, must be represented on all fronts,
must mobilise its industry in order 10 satisfy the
needs of the Allies; the merchant marine, must,
as all other means of transport be primarily used
10 carry war muaterial,

Bearing this in mind the nationalisation of
key industries does not appear as a revolutionary
measure but as a step which will help the im-
perialist policy of the French Government. All
political parues are in complete agreement with
this policy. The Communists demand posts for
their leaders Duclos, Thorez and Cachin in the
Consultative Assembly and sum up their pro-
pramme by these words: “Make war and work”,

From sll this it appears that the Governmem
und political parties asim w1 re-establishing the
suthority of the State and participating as much
@8 possible in the war. As far as the vital needs
of the population are concerned, food, clothes,
fuel, ec., they are glmost entirely neglecied
Furthermore mobilisstion orders have been issued
and the country will sufler gs it has never suf-
fered belore

The social policy of the Vichy government
which squeezed ull the resources out of the
country in order 1w feed the German war
machine and the policy of the de Gaulle govern-
ment are fupdamentally the same, Both serve
the same imtercsts, the same bankers, the same
industrialiste; both sccept the same principle of
exploitstion of the workers. Nationalisarion
merely represents & greater concentration of
capitalist economy. Functuoning under the con-
trol of the State it can exploit the workers even
more ruthlessly than private capitaliom.

Some comrsdes have thought, afier the Paris
insurrection, thst the workers had missed their
opportunity. Those comredes think by histori-

cal analogles. In my opinion the German de-
feat was so rapid that the uprising did not have
time 1o take a revolutiopary character and to
wransform itself in another commune. The cities
abandoned by the Germans have been imme-
diately occupied by the Allies’ military forces.
A new administration prepared in advance has
taken the place of the Vichy government. The
masses had not had time 1o test their political
leaders and to organise themselves.

The march towards insurrection continues.
The political division is now taking place. The
Government, the right wing parties, the parties
of the Resistance, the Communists and the
Socialists are all engaging themselves on a road
which separates them from the masses. The
workers, the peasants, the small employers have
1o find a solution quickly, or they may not be
able to survive., It is imperative for them to
put an end 1o the parasitism of the Government
and the destruction of the war.

The workers in June 1936 organised stay-in
strikes extremely efficiently, To-day those work-
ers are well-trained in the technique of civil
war and underground struggle. To the policy
of nationalisation the workers could answer with
the formation of factory committees which would
control production and produce goods needed
for the people and not for the war machine,

If these steps were taken they would lead in-
evitubly to insurrection, but this perspective is
the only possible one if class-consciousness
reaches its Jogical conclusion. The workers must,
sbove all things, distinguish sharply between
their own struggle and that of the imperialist
war, For this reason there can be only one
foreign policy for the French working-class: to
refuse 10 let jtself be mobilised and to kill or
be killed in the struggle against Germany. Its
foreign policy is the fraternisation with the Ger-
mayp working class and this fraternisation has
already manifested itself during the Paris in-
surrection.

The best “prestige” France could gel would be
1o give the signal of revolt to the oppressed
classes pgainst their masters, against the State
und to give back their freedom to the colonial
people in the “Empire”,

labour to the highest bidder, and are stalling.
This is the moment chosen by the Canadian
Government 1o extend conscription; and cven
in America, which has not adopted an Essential
Works Order, the government is discussing
peacetime conscription, Roosevelt and his hier-
archy, the election behind them, point out how
“healthy” this would be. The British Labour
Party openly praises the principle of industrial
conscription, and its own man, Ernest Bevin,
the wartime gauleiter of labour, must have had
a main part in preparing the Government’s
White Paper on the “Re-Allocation of Man-
Power”.

GREECE

“We shall not hesitate to use the
considerable British Army now in
Greece, and being reinforced, to sece
that law and order are maintained.”

—CHURCHILL.

After four years the “liberation” of Greece
has begun. Not much time for celebrations is
allowed the Greeks, before the iron heel of
the new conquerors stamps down resistance
as the former conguerors had done before
them.

On Sunday 3rd December the Greek Gov-
ernment police fired on thousands of unarmed
demonstrators, wounding and killing. British
tanks patrolled the strects to keep order, and
R.A.F. Spitfires and bombers flew over Athens
in “demonstration flights"’. It is only too
evident what they were demonstrating.

Genceral Seobie, G.0.C. in Greece, pro-
claimed martial law in Athens and the
Piracus. He declared:

“I reiterate that with the vast majority
of Greeks I stand firmly behind the Consti-
tutional Government and shall aid them to
the limit of my recources and until the
Greek State ean be established with lawful
armed force behind it and free elections
can be held”.

He backs the monarchist semi-fascist gov-
ernment of George of the Hellenes and Papan-
dreou, and intends to restore it by “lawful
armed foree”. “Unlawful armed force” is
always, of course, what the other side usecs.
We must remember that the pre-Hitler Greek
State was a dictatorship since the "Constitu-
tional Government” ruled autocratically and
did not permit even the pretence of *“free
clections’, Hence the fine phrase of standing
“firmly bechind the Constitutional Govern-
ment”” simply means to force a dictatorship
upon the Greeks who have for so long fought
against the Nazi dictatorship.
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time; the youth organizations pi

ing for peacetime military con

Some politicians, for vote-catching purposes,
try to attach some “idealistic”
this, but the fact remains that we
a better world after the war, and 1al remains
of it in small change is the pror of a few
more shillings on the dole for a shorter period.

We were told to defend freedom and now find
conscription, which is clearly the opposite of
freedom. As Churchill himself said, “We now
no longer presume that the will be no more
war.” When the country s in danger, all
from the highest downws je the most ful-
some i"‘r\';m]', 3 now it 1s re

lost its ideological character”.

Individual Resistance to
Conscription
When Bevin came into power tf
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because he is supported by Churchill
and the interests Churchiil mprcnntls.
Th‘e Allied  Government  support
reaction on the Continent, just as they
ve always supported it.  Their
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‘cal one. Because of the part they

Shall we bae

ary towards their present T The v is to-day
workers tear up their union

militants of the trade unions turn in their shop stewards” cards in disgust.

bution to the discussion. 0
parts of the country. Do not generalise freely from one man’s experience.

whole of the country.

To svoid unfairness to those who cry, “Back to the unions,”
I will not artempt to state their case before replying to it
Instead 1 will use a statement of this viewpoint which recently
appeared in the Trotskyist Socialist Appeal in the form of two
lengthy articles, entitled “Fight Breakaways in the Unions” and
headed

“ . .. when it come
telling the workers to go

In article on the question of the tendency among militants
in industry to break away from their unions would be very more likely to get them ©
helpful at the present time. The breakaway is becoming a very o state, truthfully 1 bel
serious problem for our comrades here in industry. The dis- actions:
illusionment of the workers in the Communist Party has played “The effects of the &
@ big part in causing this problem. The Anarchists in ome been seem all over the ¢
laaogh?h:rt we have comrades are supporting the ‘breakaway’.” where militant str
le the Trotskyist article is the best apologia of modern workers have beco
!rn::e unfim[;i‘csmﬁn'c mqlﬁnd, it is unfortunate that 18 column
inches of irst_article are given to exposi uite rightly,
several recent betrayals by the unions and xh:il"‘&w?ernl fu’slings.

&wﬁcm._msk. 1944

he Unions?.

THE following article is to initiate & discussion on the trade unions and the at;i;urk of the

pressed

cards, curse betrayals or leave the branch meetings near empty: as the

Let the rot § disgust. Some egs vk fo SSOLSER

i jons, others say, “Let the rot g0 on; the unions are past saving."

=4 vme?n?;iki; r:::' 'tk:-ce Ill:.\l‘?of the Medes and Persians, which once‘sptlkcn not even the king him-
self may alter. It is not the last word on the subject. Readers are invited to send us their contri-
All we ask is that they shall remember that conditions vary gmnl! in many
We seck a view of the

in the field and shouting louder

Trade unionism’s pleader
such cases; the Barrow strike, Ro! 3
are examples not likely to encourage an X
Indeed the whole argument of the writer in 8

gles of the
e cymical and
a result. Many workers have
paying dues, because, they say
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wue—but the truth i shat o e s e
siewards and shop comanittees have brought lasting dieat. 200
K drgrace upen

ad for the Commuonist o

Only two-and-a-half column inches plead for the unions. That
is unfortunate, but little else is possible. Such is the sorry state
of trade unionism. As to the trade union bureaucracy—and
that is the ecffective part of the unions—the Trotskyist article
ya: TP
“Over a period af many years these mass organisations, with Fublications

a total membership of 8 millions, with millions of pounds in

Three New FREEDOM PRESS

their funds, have built up a leadership, an officialdom which
numbers itself in thousands. These officials in the main, repre-
fent @ comservative factor at all times, and conmstitute a real
burcaucracy in the wnions, tending to take up a position inde-
pendent from that of the members of their unions. Most of
these officials have not worked on the job for years. They have
an assured “ncome higher than that of the skilled workers, and
they have a security in their jobs. which no worker ever has.
They thus look at problems entirely differently from the way
the workers do. In peace time, the efiorts of the officials are
directed towards peace in industry, collaboration with the em-
ployers, and @ general desire 10 keep things “quier”. And be-
cause of this in the results of their policy objectively they help
the bosses to keep down wages and conditions.”
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Allies Disarm

& LLIED forces will assist the Belgian
Government in ensuring respect for
the law and maintenance of order.”

This military proclamation issued by
General Erskine, commanding the British
Army in Belgium is the keynote of the pre-
sent situation in that country.

The Belgian people are on the verge of
starvation (UN.N.R.A’s activity has been
conspicuous by its absence). Pierlot’s gov-
ernment has banned all political meetings
and reinforced the power of the police. The
Resistance Movement, without whose aid
the rapid Allied advance through Belgium
would have been impossible, has been dis-
armed. The industrialists, bankers and
financiars who for four years collaborted
with the Nl;i;:: lh!L:Im supporters of
the Pierlot régime; their support is rein-

forced by British bayonets. The workers
are on the verge of open revolt.

The meaning of
cularly

fortunat r Pierlot & Co., the
of their government was not one of
which the Resistance groups were fighti

“Liberation™ & Hunger

The advance of the Allied armies through
France and Belgium during the summer and
autumn was helped considerably by the activ
of the underground forces in both countries.
This fact is beyond dispute.

In view of the facts stated above it is small
wonder that after the liberation of Belgium the
workers did not greet Picriot and his fellow-
exiles with any show of enthusiasm when they
returned to Brussels, Without the threat of
Allied intervention it would have been impossible
for these gentlemen to “resume office™.

During the past few months the food situation
has steadily deteriorated. The reactionary maga-

Belgium

Divide & Rulein
the Shipyards

Merseyside. The transfer of labour from the
lighter industries into heavy engineering and the
shipyards is bringing to the forefr
tion of women and other dilul
contend that the women should go firs
any transfers are made, and t dilutees shos
come under review later. The employers are
reluctant to agree to this—mainly because if the
skilled men are directed away they can maintain
4 greater power over the semi-skilled workers
with continual threats of dismissal sult
is that many skilled workers are being tra
ferred sway from their homes. Naturally,
js causing a great deal of unrest amongst reg
lar workers. Many skilled workers feel strongly,
rightly or wrongly, that they ought not to t
disturbed even if that results in dilutees being
taken away and rrained for a different class of
work. The unions merely tend 10 increase that
confusion. me unions demand that women
and other dilutees should be first w0 go while
other unions that cater for this class of labour
sre not in sgreement, This, of course, makes
the bosses gloat and say “obviously they are
desirous of protecting their own members”. The
Ministry of Labour and the bosses are emphatic
and refuse 1o meet the demands of the skilled
unions, This business serves to expose the union
racket ond clearly shows the wesknesses of
organisation which we bave always tried 0
point out. To meet this problem there is only
on eselution snd it is the only solution that will
solve the post-war uncmployment which s al-
1eady being felt. Workers everywhere whether
skilled or unskilled, are workers and should re-
main Joysl 0 each other” They should not
allow the unions or the bosses (o create aruficial

i One shipyard, one union, is the

go first wh

d

method of orgamsing:

underland. The bosses are quick to take
dwi of any of ugh eir
control over the workers. Since the beguming
of the war the sounding of works-buzzers hay
been bsnned under the War-time Control of
Noise Order. Last week the Shipbu Asso-
clation were granted a certificate
from this Order by th al police
The bosses argue that o jing of
buzzers should

in the ples o
the correct time

families have been the cne to suffer. The
have been able to pay the high prices demanded
for th feood inable on the by black
market.

Small wonder that discontent has become in-
creasingly widespread and has, during the past
month achieved almost revolutionary propar-
tions. Strikes and demonstrations by the work-
ers and members of the resistance grog;
came an almost daily occurrence. T
ported recently that strong
calist groups were active t
trade unions, and that their influence
ing rapidly among the workers.

Workers Disarmed
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drinking, imoking end dogs as
nevertheless aignificant that the Go
considered these three occupations as im
stimulants for the morale of the couatry,
made greater efforts to recure adequate iy
of beer and tobacco than they have to
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nd 6ne would expect the blessings of Allied
g muke themselves felt, vet all 1

ne out of the country show th
s there are catastre :
st is shown in this

st by their

ess and of the people

n in Italy to-day is
record of one year of
record of complete failure.
jis far worse than under
ﬁbe‘ny granted to the Italian
limited as is_shown by the
Prc The Ttalian Government are
e hande of the Allies who are at
iy to impose Badoglio or veto the appoint-
;;l{ﬁgﬂn as forcign minister. The ad-
s of the country is stll in the hands
wscist corrupted bureaucrats; new laws can.
e pmmulgused, epurations cannot be started
out AM.G.s consen Talian army is

by the same who led it under
&m; in Rome people starve whil
m‘l;imm Allied leaders st supe
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hat Starvation Means
starvation has been so. extensivel
‘hthz beginning of the war that we all
certain caf . China starves,
‘Greeee, Poland, Belgium are starv-
t the Ttalian people should be starving
seems mierely in the order of things,
n the general pattern of war and -
% This fatalistic attitude towards starva
most revolting and pernicious. The famine
Traly, as the faminc in India is a man-made
nine which could be easily remedied if the
aple of the world were free to act in a natural
Inflation and black-market-
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2ic

e not fixed by the t and if black-
arketeers were not gv police.
nortage of food could be remedied sing
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to forced and by

Every man or woman should feel that starva-

tion in other countries is hi h i
by, is or her responsi
some of the heart-breaking descriptions of starva-
tion in Italy. The Italian people should not
be pitied but practical steps should be taken to
help them,

It is with this in mind that we quote

In Life, 19th June, 1944, a U.S. soldier des-
cribes the misery war has brought to the people
of a small Sardinian town:

“We can't help thinki we

PP

the U.S, soldier describes:

“One boy of 9 years is the most persistent
and the most snocossful too, judging from the
froups of the G.ls who endage him in serious
conversation and then follow him to the lower
end of the town where is sister, a prostitute,
holds busy court.  HMe has a stump for a right
arm, lost when our bombers blasted an im.
portant coastal citys hoth his parents wore
killed at that time.  He now spends the entire
day pimping about town for his sister and
mannging the line of soldiers that forms out.
side her doorway”.

This is not an isolated case; the Manchester
Guardian correspondent reports an increase of
prostitution in Rome and the anarchist paper
Rivoluzi ibertaria, publi in South

have helped bring this degradation to Borgo-

the | ling job of repairing and feeding and
cls i that faces us. We know that so far
we have not done nearly enough of this job.
You catch the full impact of the town as
soon as your vehicle reaches the main square
and is swallowed up by its mobs of children,
who run through the filthy streets like a rest-

of minnows in a muddy stream.

imprint of war as if a bullet had left its
So many of them are so unwashed, so snotty-
so drippy-eyed (with

o mucu

Ttaly gives some arresting facts as to the extent
of child prostitution. In one hospital alone in
Naples 4,000 women affected by venereal discases
were examined over a period of a fortnight,
about half of them were under age. In that
hospital there are girls contaminated and preg-
nant who are 13, 12 and even ten and u half
years old. A girl of twelve had been admitted
into a hospital suffering from injuries. She had
been beaten up by her father because she could
not earn more than 2,000 lire per day while her
sister, fourteen years old, earned from 4,000 to

5,000 lire.
The Official Attitude

It cannot be said that the Government in this
country and in America are unaware of the terrible

z:'whn flies unheeded t?:
¢ swarm
when you do see a child with a well-serubbed
face and the semblance of a clean garment
you cannot help but wonder how high up in
the Fascist hicrarchy his father had been in
S “dcnhunmplﬂod, nl by
tarva aj as always, a
great increase in prostitution. In the same article

BDockers Strike in Protest

against restrictions on their freedom

On Monday, November 27th, 2,000
dockers and stevedores at the Surrey Com-
mercial Docks struck work over an issue
which was deliberately distorted in the
capitalist press. The men struck work to
m:g'hasizc their refusal 1o use a new cover-
ed-mn control point, the first covered build-
ing 1o be opened in the Port of London area.
Immediately they were attacked and ridi-

walked out. Their objections were heard
on Monday but 1o reinforce their arguments
they struck work for one day. The authori-
ties will discuss the situation at the end of
the week. The main grievance of the
dockers was that in return for a little
physical comfort they were forced to give
up their freedom. They considered the
control points to be like concentration
camps. They felt that they were being
herded into them Kke a bunch of sheep into

perience know that the bosses never
ive anything away. If work was available
‘grdlthemuol-poinuwmﬂdnotbe

. Within the control-point the

i exhlinr in Italy to-dl{‘;, The report
of the Trade Union delegation who visited Ttaly
during summer of this year states the facta
very plainly. After pointing out that e
who have a job earn between 50 and 150 lire
per day it goes on to say that “a very modest
meal in a third-class restaurant costs between
100 and 200 lire. Olive oll (an important com-
modity for Ttalian feeding) costs 4 lire per litre
when available and rationed. Black market
prices range from 50 lire (Bari) to 550 lire
(Rome)—a pair of leather shoes costs between
3,500 and 4,500 lire—any basis for social life
of the population is lacking. The result is cor-
ruption, looting and black-market activities on
a large scale, or starvation.” What are the Trade
Unions doing about these appalling conditions?
They have a member in the cabinet, they have
members in the House, have they registered any
protest? The leaders have done nothing as wus
to be expected, but the rank and file have done
nothing either, not a demonstration, not a meet-
ing of protest has been organised. This to the
shame of the British working class.

The declaration by President Roosevelt and
Mr. Churchill issued on the 26th September
and which was interpreted as an “encourage-
ment for Ttaly” does not mention the terrible
conditions under which the Italians are living
but envisages reconstruction of an Italian
cconomy. This is not for humanitarian reasons
but so that Italy can play a better part in the
war against Germany. The declaration says:
For military reasons we should assist the
Ttalians in restoration of such power systems,
their railways, motor transport, roads and other
communications J:ne enter into the war gituation,

2
g
=
=

N cians,
and industrial rts into Italy to helf them in
their wn’iﬁfnum". Instead of devi J
| means by which Italy can recover from the suf-
ar Allied statesmen only think of
uwni-olbdnduh«lnwuunru in.

U.N.R.R.A. has finally decided to send medi-
cal aids and other lies to Ttaly.
The United States member of UNR.R.A. Ad-
ministration Council at their conference in
Ottawa recommended that help should be given
to Italy partly for military reasons, partly be-

cause Italy was a catholic country. This

“humanitarian” said

“It was not o question of coddling the
Teatian people but 16 see that the popuistions
wre putl into o state of repuse l-rlm:d the
Army.  The infamt mortality in Bome is now
B0 per cent.  Feery tenth man of worman yow
piss on the street in Rome will be o oorpse
before the ond of the yenr. He reminded the
Gounedl that Traly was the sentre of the Catho-
fie world.  Should UNJLRIA, cepress o loek
of lnterest this faet would be sommuonicatod
for and wide to persons im oeeuphed arens and
throw, the world."

1f Rome had been the centre of the Moslom
or Buddhist world UNJRIA, would not have
felt compelled to belp s inhabitants |

The Myth' pf the Freedom
of The Press

In Lhunl'r* where people starve there never
Is #ny freedonit of the Press as the Government
has to take every possible step (0 suppress
popular criticiems and unrest.  Officlally the
liberty of the Press has been relntrodoced in
Ttaly but in fAct the decrees governing the
Press which have become effoctive as from the
15t August, 1944, give power 1o prevemt or to
stop any puhllmlnp 1o the Prefersi (hands of
the administeation in o department) and 1o &
Commission composed of officials, most of whorm
were appointed dur) mvhc fhiscist régltne

‘The decree states that whoever wants 1o Issus
any publication, even if it in not # periodics!,
myist ask permission to the Administration of the

Y TODAY=THE PRICE OF “LIBERATION”

production (this would be possible if the farmers

;‘éd peasants were given some help instead of
2, s

i:\ponn li( the ulunl’l, redhhcrring, shortage of
ansport, was not brought up t

action bc"mg taken, > i)

applicatior
i

e

whieh has

(prefatturs

Depariment

ales e

rlight W sspand of sppress

Any chengs of owners, s
tors, political line ar wim of
he notified ta the Commieaon (lough I

‘

channels

In conghisinn the
pediticn] consorship Is abe
cotsorship being retained ol
1ot hwve giessadd It from tha tent ol thie decre
One must romemmbee that the Prefad in lv.xf
fad twen sppanisd by Mussolinl sod et rvr."
of them ol r wnd fhet (N
offictals and pri
were also the tools
coupss (hesa paopls canniot op
faschat wiews any lofger
ailow the publication of social
snarchist publications but it s not
bl to fenr that they il
infinence whenever they have 8

Ouly the Names Change
One hears quite 5 Jots
which have miken placs
“libernied”  countries but on
the greste Ty
missions and Liberstion
st up. Thess sre mors ofier
ald fascist institutians haptized with & new nas
One st remnember |
first okuyed by AMG, wrd the
(Continued on p. 4, col, |

rewin o g
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(haett

exari thelr rescticnaty

hafier

ghout the chang
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Forces Corner

A Commando Wriies

As far as the Army goes, perhaps the two
mont significant events of November were: The
declaration by General Erskine that the Army of
“Liberation” would be used, if needed, against
the workers of Belgium; and the anti-Conscrip
tion and anti-Government protests by the Cans
disn soldiers,

The first of these s conclusive proof-if sny
further proof were necessary—of the cold
blooded reactionary prisciples guiding the Allied
leaders, in London, Washington and Moscow
Our glorious Liberating Armies are not wading
through mud and blood 1o free thelr brother-
workers of the Conginent, No! They are there,
like u huge aggressive police force, o keep the
workers down, and to help in the establishment
of the brutal oppression of capitalist “law and
order” again. We look forward to learning
what soldiers think about this, particularly those
serving with the British “Liberating” Army,

The demonstrations in Canada are very inter-
esting, to. We all know the tough and ad-
venturous spirits of Canadian boys and therefore
no one can accuse them of cowardice in wanting
to remain in Canada. The fact is, that they,
like many others, are secing through this war
racket, only instead of ukln, it lying down, th
are putting their views into “direct action” mucl

WAR COMMENTARY
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sposial rates

I year, ls. post free
6 months, 4d. post free
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naw roadors in the 5

o the
Ciood for them !

The tollowirg I8 sn extract from & letier sant
by RM., 8 commando serving with the B.L.A

91 have been reading War Comumntury and
other of your publicatians for about whne monihs
and during this period my attiiuda yowards *your’
work has developed from a purely academic in
tevest inta an intense desive (0 learn evaryihing
possible on Anarchism, s ax 1o make myself
more fit 10 enlighten the politically ‘uncensclaus
amongst my comrades and to take up the chal
lenge against Torbes, Svclalists and othey shades
of polittee, No longer will it be "your’ but ‘o
work.

ST

of high-ups In Oftaws

“We in the forces must realize that now, as
never before, must we stimulats interest in our
the

Notw—before lads In the forces,
realizing the riding classes’ gross beprayal of the
s of all nations, sink baok bnto the abyss

of apathy and cywiciom,  Pepectally mupt we, n
units such as ming, be prodigious in our sfforts
For around us are the young men whose strength
and vitality are the NWfe-blood of a country
"Por us a lifetime lies ahead, Ts it 1o be a
life of Insacurity, oppression and stupld nation
allsm?  Or are we, the youth of the weorld, 1o
realtse that happiness lies only in comradethip
n a free community combined with a sense of
duty to one another? And how can this truly
ewist except In an anarchist coclery?  To-day
the world s lacking a religious spirie,  Let anar
chism be our veligion, replacing the creeds of
superstition and fear with our rational creed of
individual freedom.”
Thank you, Comr
spiring letter

e and in

and ranks of the

AMERICAN T.U.
VANSITTARTISTS

American Labour has abandoned its hitherto

policy of diff iating between the

Nazis and the German people and now demands
stern punishment of the entire nation.

Six i;undred delegates of the Congress of
International Organisations in the convention at
Chicago yesterday side-tracked all other business
o carry without & single dissentient vote a reso-
lution calling for stern punishment not only for
u:c Nazi high-ups and war criminals but for the
German people themselves, “who must be taugh!
that they shall atonc for the crimes and horrors
they have visited on this carth.”

News Chronicle

25/11/44.
MUTINY IN CANADIAN
ARMY

King’s Regulations read 10
troops in British Columbia to-day nd the men
(who are demonstrating sagainst conscription)
were warned of the penaltics for mutiny and in-
citement to riot
unnounced in

were Canadian

Ouaws,

This was following
reports that “operational suthority” had broken
down among one unit of Canadian defence

troops at Terrace, British Columbia, and that
the situation was deteriorating rapidly

A regiment of infantry from Saskstichewan,
on draft for overseas and scheduled to leave
Terrace, remained in camp late to-day under
threat of armed violence by striking home de-
fence troops demonstruling against conscription.

Vo-night's statement said that King's Regula~
tions were read (o the troops at Terrace, and st
Vernon, also in British Columbis.

The men were warned that they were liable
10 penalties up to life i for inciting
1o riot, and that they could be fired on for
mutiny.

Pay and sllowances have been cut off from
about 1,000 men who have refused 10 obey
orders.

The men at Terrace have declared a sit-down
sirike, with a demand that they be sent back 10
Quehec

News Chronicle

GAMBLING RACKE
The Churches’ Commitiec (
that totulisaror receip

wracks in 194 Mo
aguinst £49,989,183 | y £ 7,
138. Bookmakers operating these sume tracks
d on 40 w0 50 others where there are no
tars, the committee states, probably take

he same amount.
total of £120,000,000 staked with
totalisator is, the committee
tive estimate of the
In the

29/11/44,

17,779 in

VOTE—WHAT FOR ?

Mr. Harold Macmillan, head of the Allic‘d
Mission in Ttaly, is in London. In a_ week’s
time he hopes to be in Washington; then, in
about another week, back in Italy. :

Mr. Macmillan had some shooting near his
Sussex home over the week-end. To-day he
started work again. i

1 asked him when he was last able to visit his
constituents at Stockton-on-Tees.

“I'm sorry to say that I hxvc(hardly seen
them for two years,” he replied. “Even before
I went to North Africa I was so busy at the
Ministry of Supply that such visits were in-

f ent.”
s Euening Standard, 21/11/44.

LIBERATING =SCROUNGING

Changes of Army slang mark changes in
mood, and they usually tend as war goes on to
become increasingly cynical. crounge” in the
last war, for instance, became “make"” or “win",
and in the early stages of this war if you got
extra leave or petrol or rations you were said to
have “organised” them. The latest variant I
have heard was in a conversation in a train
where a soldier opposite said to his friend
“That's a fine coat you have. Where did you
liberate that?”

Crrnic,
The New Statesman & Nation, 2/12/44.

THERE AIN'T NO JUSTICE

Pleading guilty at
Sulford yesterday to

premises

previous
James Farrow (33),
a labourer of
Charles Street, Pendleton, told the Court that
when he got home from work he found his

family burning old boots, because all the conl
in the house had been used up and there was

Through the

Press

THEY ARE ALL THE SAME

Last night I attended a

meeting of parents, Enlight-

) encd parents who are wide

J uwake on issues, etc., eic.

~ Wels gwtﬂ of them were

scussing why

they were going to support
Roosevelt and one was hold-

ing out for Dewey. After

listening 10 some pros and

cons and finding nothing

satisfacory I asked one of the Rooscveltians o
read & speech. 1 had cut out all pames and
identifying remarks on seversl of the newspaper
accounts of speeches. 1 ssked the Deweyite o
read another such clipping. After reading the
clipping I ssked them 0 puss them around
amang the others, No one person sgreed with
his neighbour (or her neighbour) on the candi

date making the speech

Lewer w The Call (U.S.A.), 13/10/44

KILLING OF HOSTAGES
THREAT

General Leclere has threatened
[

There is, however, considerable
such action would be taken

doubt whether

As wan stated at Supreme Headquarters
earlicr 10-day, Allied forces were opersting in
conformity with the Geneva Convention, which

s of war being subjected 1o

Euening Standard, 1/12/44,

threats as the Germans used against mem-
bers of the Maquis.

BEVIN BOYS PLEASE NOTE

The Mining Association of Great Britain
(the owners’ organisation) is to appoint a £2,000-
a-year director of recruitment, training and edu-
cation,

Mr, Robert Foot, the sssociation's chairman,
aims at giving every new entrant Into the in-
dustry the opportunity to make mining a pro-
fesslon and 16 rise 10 the highest technical and
executive posts,

Nows Chronicle, 30/11/44,

DIVINE INTERVENTION

Mr, Churchill, what
[s ) ever eriticlamy may be
levelled ugainst  him,
has never failed 1o
acknawledg Divin:
intervention _in  this
country aflnic
pecially in tmes of

s During  this

w o

ich Iy the Ofcer who
sponsible for supplying the British Bighth
Army in Egypr with water, Here it s
"“IThe Germans bad smashed our centre and
covered hall the distance botween Alamein
and Alexandria, Rommell's men could see
the towers of Alexandris, For two years they
had wieived for this. Now victory was in

A8 1

their grasp. Desperately our weary soldiers
and o few remalning tanks sought to stop the
German advance.  The Germans were nearly
exhausted for lack of water—but a few more
forceful fighting hours and Alexandria would

be theirs, Then a dust cloud arose
thirst of both sides incroas But the
held ofl the nks until sn amaziog thing
happened. Lleven hundred of the 9ih Light
Panzer Division, some of the Nnest troaps of
the Africa Korps, suddenly surrendered
Lheic 1ongues were cri I vl black and
swollen.  Uhey were crazy with thirst,  Whet
had happened (o this fing ol men? 1hey
haad been drinking salt water| The previow
lny they had beoken theough Alumein,  For
24 hours they bad been without water,  Then
ix-inch water pipe ling fréshl
sly our men with water.  They
f It and greedily drank, Thelr
grent thirst prevented them from noticlng
once that the water was salt.  About & thou
and  men  deank this wuter before they
roulised it mdition,  Bitterly  frusteated,
they yet fought on, but that selt drink was
wo much for them, and, when the German
unks deew back belore the resolute defence
{ omr men, the resistance of these men com
pletely brok Fhey could hold out no longer
Ihiey cruzed lorward and suerendered, b
for water, even tearing the water botile

the necks of the British soldiers 1l

men
were cenzy with thirst and (he tide had com
pletely turned and it hus never ceased to flow

ever since. But why was that water salt?
The story Is a simple one, The plpe lone was
being tested by the officer in charge, und he
never used precio Iresh wuter bor testing
purposes,  He sl

Toworron, November, 1944,

t Macphail sald that when

d Farrow Ir

al cellar ut his

Mr. |

The Stipendiary Magistrate, Bancroft
T'urner, { v aver for six months,
sald that any fut !

would
be dealt with s d

clrcumstances

Manchester Guardian, 23/11/44,
I'he capitaljsts responsible for the poverty
of the workers will, of course,
dealt. with severely it
the day of the revolution !

never be
L not until

FRENCH C.P.

the other hun 6
{ the Com

Inedu

[in war
than befor I'he
recent lension o

the
th
tha
tent [
Cx General de Gyl
policy has ugaln become cordial snd wt times
en enthusiuml
The Observer, 26/11/44
»

The Communise Party'’s official organ, the
Humanitd, appears mainly concerned in foreien
Mlales 10 support at every peint the policy of
the Krembn,  On (he I Chuechifl

Parls th

was_ in article op

urprising amount of
ral with the Pers

cenment, taking for granted (hat nothing oy
be sald in favour of the luer Such an uq
tude goes for 1o destroy th impression made by
the dissolution of the Comintern. The French
Communisty' habit of excluding persons with
fotelgn names and slso, o wrently, Pews from
prominent positions In the perty suggests. ha
they ure consclous of the  weakness of their
position In this respect

Manchestor Guardian, 21/ 1/44,




~ Politicians and pressmen in the U.S.A. are
“perturbed at the rush of workers from war jobs
an shells and afrcraft 1o jobs promising at
Jeast some Jittle post-war prospect. In this
country too, though to 4 lesser extent, the ruling
class is warning us not to be too complacent and
hopeful about an early end of the war. If
Allied miscalculation of the number of shells
and bombs required to subdue Germany results
in_a shortage of these, then we may expect an
all-round condemnation of the workers for their
foolish aptimism.
ﬁirl:. i true “ll;n last n-;nmeza s the ou‘.wnmet b(e-
f produced an unfounded wave of “over in
a few " bri ‘but who originated the

‘the unsteady brains
~ of journalists and po not excluding those

mm rank, Never has any shrewd

ulation of the course of the war originated
and been made public from that source.
The Prophet

Consider the following, splashed on the front
page ol a Sunday newspaper with one of the
largest circulations in the world;

HOW LONG?
Another 18 days says an M.P.

Ihe:ndoflhcw:rnm;:gy

i

Rulers Can’t he Wrong

Office Workers Win

Further news of the Handley Page wages
office stafl strike has reached our paper. en
and women wage clerks have received advances
of from 35. 6d. to 15s. a week. The previously
higher paid have received the least advance,
bringing a more equitable relationship among
the office ataff. oy

We believe that the need of combination be-
tween office and factory workers is better under-
stood now and that the clerks will be more eager
to use in their defence those methods of direct
action they previously despised. Best wishes.

Draughtsmen Next

From the same aircraft factory comes the
complaint of designers and draughtsmen who,
too, threaten action. The drawing office staff
there is paid on a comparatively low wage scale
which is augmented by a “production bonus”
which rises or falls with the piece-work carnings
of the factory workers. As this bonus is only
paid on machines over a certain number per
week, and as production has now fallen almost
to that number, the “production bonus” threat-
ens to vanish,

It may be tempting to be offered a production
bonus in place of a solid raise when production
is high, but second thoughts should reveal this
as foolishness, for production is always at the
mercy of the management and the Ministry.
When production is reduced, the men and
women with a flexible wage feel a considerable
draught.

Those on “production bonus”, draughtsmen,
clerks and storckeepers as well as machinists,
rivetters and fitters who work on a piece work
bonus system, should fight for a substantial
wage increase. They should be able 1o make
ends meet without having to rely upon extra
earnings such as picce-work bonus or overtime.

Don’t Blame the Busmen

I often sec prospective passengers running
towards a bus stop after the bus has started.
Waving hopefully to the driver they are often
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disappointed by Tiim
without them, l”'Somc th
the driver in particyja, and busme; W

ol

to any audience wi ILig

L'I‘ulﬁ gn?m pe
work of busmen. True, aboy, 3
years ago busmen wcre’ muc::ﬂ::filnerm:;":.i;
for a galloping passenger (though obviously
could not wait for cvery late passenger or the
bus would remain at one stop all day). Now
busmen cannot do this. The schedules—and
each new one seems to be worse—do not allow
this.

When busmen strike against faster, nerve tear-
ing schedule: should r this.

uﬁﬁmﬁ'
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s
G

a
his pamphlets
imagery, and his
con 9

WINSTANLEY, in many ways
enteenth century man, with
in Biblical language and
Mnsuccessful attempt to
ish “the New

Can’t Afford It

The prospect of a post-war demand for a
shorter working weck does not delight our
capitalists—the radicals as little a;_(hc conser-
vatives. Seebohm Rowntree writing in the
Fvening Standard on the subject of the 40 hour
week demand says that we. cannot afford to
reduce hours from the present 47 and 44 per
week. This was exactly the cry of the capital-
ists who opposed the reduction of the working
day to 10 hours for children in mills and fac-
tories, “Can’t afford it”. o

At present Britain has about five million
men in the armed forces, about a million in the
blown out Civil Service, a great host in VN.FAS.
and Civil Defence and many millions in war
factorics. That is, the vast majority nf. the
working population is not producing one single
useful commodity. pmist—ll

Even in peace time only a minority is en-
gaged in really socially useful labour. (,tn_pn_(al-
ists, landlords, parsons, bookmakers, pn}mcmns
and the millions who are forced to wait upon
them produce nothing. X

In peace time, too, unemployment is often 25

per cent. of the working population. Bul‘ re-
duce house from 44 or 47 to 40? “Can’t
afford it.” SYNDICALIST.

) in knew itali
industry only in their embryonic lt;-rg:?h'l\':ir::g
was practiced only to a small extent, and trans-
port was sporadic and unorganised. The great
cconomic factor was the land, which was still
the chief provider of goods to satisfy the needs
of men. England was virtually a self-support-
ing country so far as food was concerned—and
indeed contrived to maintain an export trade of
agricultural products. Control of the land still
meant control of the means of production and
1 Aefontor

Gerrard Win

sian

»s or industrial mass pre
S . But these ph

not bring fac

i is scheme of hiesg
;:‘xln? ]a]s‘ y:z little ge J :mr;iu‘.ran‘ ‘I<c‘<l\f}‘1r;rbn‘{:
capacity of production or ’\mm cance @ S
of power. Any major chd

hive been based on
In ingisting on this he W
than his critics who would have
his attention to the Liypo:hetical
industry. Had the control of
vested in the people at a time \vhen it wils 14
ief form ‘of property, there is little reason [0
doubt that the rising industries would have de-
veloped in a similar pattern of organisation.
The story of the Diggers' attempt to colonis¢
St. George's Common is a familiar one and
gr.m, perhaps, a little pathetic and insignificant
side the larger social movements of the time.
It is not, however, (he Digger experiment itself
that is important so much as the social insight
and” under: ing which ied it and

been
the

the land

thus control of power. The P:
the king not merely by the zeal of its partisans
and the wealth of the City, but also by the fact
that it gained the allegiance or at least the
neutrality of a large proportion of the small
landowners and yeoman farmers. Its principal
weapon against the defeated Cavaliers was the
sequestration of their land.

In such a society, where land was the means
by which men lived and also by which logds
ruled over men, it was natural that the pdor
man, the oppressed peasant or the landless
labourer, should have seen his salvation from
oppression and want alike in gaining the right
to work the land for his own benefit. The man
who worked his own fields was independent,
and the lord who was deprived of the control

THE
the

(Continued from p. 3, col. 5)
ment (with the King's son at its head); that it is
e leaders @t the top who nominate them and
that fore those new jons cannot claim
o represent the wishes of ™asscs,
An ple of this ineffecti e 1
in the sdministration concerns the very impor-
tant of grain collection. The Ameri-
can Worker pompously announced on the
20th May, 1944

Unfortunatcly for the Daily ker
of Wor Information Bulletin (10/5/44) publish-
i 5 detailed account of Gullo's scheme which
fxr from = the bgn;n{ given to it bi
the Daily Worker. This O.W.1. report is quotc
in with appropria
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An AM.G. afficer said to the American jour-

najist in Naples, F. C, Painton! “We said we

“There is a devil haunts thee in the likenes
of an old fat man; a tun of a man in thy com-
panion. Why dost thou converse with that
trunk of humours, that bolting-hutch of beastli-
ness, that swoln parcel of dropsies, that huge
bombard of sack, that stuffed cloak-bag of guis,
that roasted Manningtree ox with the pudding in
his belly, that reverend vice, that grey iniquity,
that father ruffian, that vanity in years? Where-
in is he good but to taste sack and drink it?
W herein neat and cleanly but to carve a capon
and eat it? Wherein cunning but in craft?
Wherein crafty but in villainy?...Wherein vil-
lainous but in all things? Wherein worthy but
in nothing?” SHAKESPEARE: Henry V.

and would cease to have power over others.
gfo ]rcasoncd the poor in Winstanley’s dﬂyf and
his view of social change was based on suth’ an
attitude. -It was an attitude which has always
been found among peasants struggling to free
themselves from starvation. The country worker
always realises that his own physical freedom is
bound up with the liberation of the l‘and from
the hands of ownership and its dedication to the
bearing of fruit for the benefit of all. .
Winstanley has been criticised because his
view of society was dominated by a preoccupa-
tion with agriculture. Yet, as we have seen,
land in his day was still the main producer of
goods and-the chief buttress of power. To gain
for the common people the right to work the
land, and to deprive the lords of their usurped
control of the land, was a direct and a realistic
approach towards a solution of the want and
social misery which were so evident at the end
of the Civil Wars. Winstanley, it is true, did

against strikers. Mass action has resulted in
victories in many places, in spite of fines, im-
prisonments and petty persecutions.  Such
action will be still more effective when the war

THE REALLOCATION
Pl‘ AN (Continued from p. 1, col. 5)

Our experience in the war has shown that “if
you leave the line, you leave a gap in the line.”
The bureaucrat in his Juxury offices will pa
thousand sheep into their allotted occupations
while haggling over the stubborn mule. “Where
would we be if everyone made as much fuss
over doing their bit as you do?” I.wns asked
bitterly by a Labour Ministry Official into whose
offices I gate-crashed. The more one insists on
one’s rights (even if one has none), the more
one disturbs the equanimity of the higher grades;
the more one insists on one’s freedom. Stand-
ing before the counter cap in hand the individual
can do nothing. But one can hardly believe that
those who have fought from the snows to the
sands are going to be deterred by a few moth-
eaten civil servants with one foot in the grave.

To demand demobilization, as the soldiers
did after the last war, was the right course.

stormed the centre of London and de-
manded that they should not continue their war
service, scheduled to last till 1921, Even Mr,
Churchill—the “old war-horse”, as Mr. Stalin
called him—fled. No power could prevent the
soldiers from having their way. The present
war teaches similar lessons in the presecutions

SUBSCRIBERS
PLEASE NOTE'!

With this issue of "War Commentary"
we are sending out a considerable number
of renewal notices, in some cases to readers
whose subscriptions have only just lapsed
but in other cases to readers who Eave
already received more than one renewal
notice from us.

That the latter are still receiving the
paper is due to the fact that we always
hesitate before striking names off the lists
because more often than not we eventually
receive the renewals with apologies for
delay! But the position now is that we
have so much work to get through that we
cannot give the time to sending more than
one reminder to subscribers. We there-
fore ask for readers co-operation in this
matter by (a) attending to their renewal
notice right away, (b) returning the form
with their subscription renewal and (c)
noting cloarly on the subscription form any
change of address, By attending to these
three points readers will be making our
work much lighter,

vume wy liberators, but fuilure to mect obvious

1 not wn st of liberation | |, .
where in Europe what we are
dolog in laly, thea the posge is lost before
the war is won™ This is the opinion of an
Allied official; a5 far 25 the lllan people are
concerned  thelr war has been lost Jong ago,
when the fall of Mussolinl simply meunt a
change of masters for them.  The only hope is
thet the mood of despair snd cynicism which
made Iubisns write on the walls “Down with

everybody” will change 0 one of self-reliance
snd resolution w bring sbout a radicsl change
In the economical and political conditions of the

country
In the next article we shall consider the ati-
tude of the unou-folitlnl parties towards the
present situation and the work of the Anarchist
mevement (o Ialy to-day, M.LB, “wi

bogey can no longer be brought out. No doubt
there will be a fresh menace to scare people off,
but having been fed on such grisly threats during
the past five years, they may not so easily be
deflected.

Fight for Freedom

The slave state will soon come into being if
we fall into the habit of regarding “emergency
powers” as inevitable. Resistance to conscrip-
tion ceased in many Continental countries until
revived during the Nazi occupation. Must we
wait for the worst before arising? It has been
suggested that labour gangs be formed particu-
larly in agriculture and forestry, for those leav-
ing the forces and war-wark, and one has first-
hand knowledge that this is in store for us, those
who have been temporarily directed there being
but the first of the few. There are a number
of tricks that can be learned both from Nazi
Silesia and Bolshevik Siberia, and the British
ruling-class will not hesitate to use them.

Mass action, individual resistance, and indus-
trial struggle, will be a check on tyranny whether
or not they are successful in overthrowing it
altogether. Those who doubt whether we can
overthrow the Colussus of the modern State
must at least see that only the atempt to do
5o will achieve a leaven of liberty. In the course
of that struggle those taking part will soon learn
how to dispense with government and capitalism,
how not to depend on leaders, and, in fact, how
anarchism can work.

The ending of the war will not end the total
mobilisation which the war has brought into
being. It will not be brought to an end by the
mobilisers, but only by the serfs. If they make
a determined stand for freedom now, however
successful _or unsuccessful the attempt, it will
hasten the time when the Great Men of to-day
are as relegated to the past as the Sultan of

Turkey or the Czar of Russia or the Emperor
of Austria—or even the Duce of Italy, none of
whom secemed likely in their time to be shaken
from the seats of the mighty. The changes that
will come about after the war will be terrific.
Only by a decisive struggle for freedom can they
be made changes for the better.
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which were imensificd during the experi
e inte ence,
The issued by Winstanley dtrrei:x the
months of struggle against prejudice and force
represent the first reasoned and integrated bod:
of social thought in which can be detected Z
conscious anarchist attitude, Property and gov-
ernment, Winstanley saw clearly, were the ffm
social obstacles to a harmonious relationship be-
tween men. He saw through all the political
pretences of his day, and called men to a moral
and honest form of dealing with each other.
based on a community of work and goods. Toj
day his writings can be read with profit, for he
expresses in clear and beautiful language the
social problems which will be recurrent until
human relationships are based on a reciprocal
freedom. Now, as then, “the old world is run-
ning up like parchment in the fire”, and for this
reason alone Winstanley’s works have a claim on
our attention, as the thoughts of a socially con-
scious man in time of crisis.
Until the publication of the book under re-
view, (Selections from the Works of Gerrard
Winstanley, Cresset Press, 7s. 6d.), no adequate
edition of Winstanley's writings has been readily
available in England. Godwin, in his History
of the Commonwealth, treated Winstanley with
unaccountable neglect. Bernstein (Cromwell and
Communism) and Petegorsky (Left Wing Demo-
cracy in the English Civil War) tried to force
his ideas into the straight-jacket of Marxist his-
torical interpretation.  Berens (The Digger
Movement in the Days of the Commonwealth)
gave reasonably large extracts from the original
writings, but his books has been out of print
for thirty years. The Selections now reviewed
includes all that is important among the Digger
publications. Moreover, it is produced as well
as a peacetime book, and, considering its low
price, is certainly one of the best book bargains
of the year,

GEORGE WOODCOCK.

e e
THE WAR EFFORT

_ The Government has issued a pamphlet which
gives details of the war effort of the United
Kingdom. It is a booklet crammed full of
ﬁgur:‘s, graphs and diagrams on all aspects of
war-time Britain, and to comment on all of
the information would need a full length article.

One small fact is revealed which is extremely =y

interesting. All industry is divided up into
three groups, in order of their importance, and
Group One contins the munitions industry.

Group Two is entited Principal basic indus-
tries and services, while Group Three is the least
important, and contains  Building, textiles,
clothing, boots and shoes, distributive trades and
m!_:er services. It is very interesting to see that
drink and tobacco are contained in Group Two,
and are therefore considered by the Government
to be much more important than any of the
trades listed in Group Three.

There might be several reasons for this stra
choice, perhaps the two most lmponzmne._ti:.g:t
the government reaps £600,000,000 in taxes from
beer and tobacco, and also that they realize that
unless the workers can escape from their worries
into the local pub perhaps they would not be
able to put up with the strain which wartime
conditions impose on everyone, and the workers
especially.
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