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VICTORY IN THE FIGHT AGAINST
CLASS DOMINATION CAN ONLY BE
ACHIEVED BY THE DIRECT ACTION
OF THE WORKERS THEMSELVES, WE
REJECT ALL PARLIAMENTARY AND
SIMILAR ACTIVITY AS DEFLECTING
THE WORKERS FROM THE CLASS
TRUGGLE INTO PATHS OF CLASS
COLLABORATION.
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DOLE FOR BRISTOL
AERO WORKERS
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THere, in Bristol, a face-saving dodge has
been ::‘optcd by the bosses of the B.A.C., for
instead of the dircct sacking of workers, they
have resorted to the tactic of luns(cr_rin(
workers to out of the way dispersal points,
muny miles from their homes. When the
worker protests, and cven refuses the lrn_nslcr.
because of added cxpense and inconvenience,
he or she is told that they arc redundant at
their original works and the workers' release
is upplied for on these grounds. This method
of indircet sacking becomes more and more
obyious when a particularly remote dispersal
point, which is known to be closing down

shortly, is used as a means of declaring pro-
testing workers to be redundant. There is
also rcason to suspect that militant trade-
unionists arc g weeded out of the B.A.C.
by this mcthod, and in common with other
parts of the country, dilutces arc being re-
tained while skilled men are getting the push,
women being kept on in preference to men.
In other words, “reliable” workers, from the
boss's point of view are being hand-
saddling the aero industry with the inevitably
post-war and i
this passively. A drive to sack workers on
the inspection department at the Filton works

Some writers openly advocate the restart-
ing of competition, so-called, or trade warfare,
with the American aircraft industry. They
claim that America has had a flying start on
Britain and has already captured a large per-
centage of the acro-market and also estab-
lished a control aic travel. In such a
period of relentless competition, the forcing
down of production costs (i.c. workers wages
and conditions of labour) becomes a primary
neeessity.  The large number of mployed
ncro-workers who were engaged on war-pro-
duction will be used as a threat, against pro-
testing workers who arc attempting to merely
hang on to their meagre wages and to prevent
the worsening of their working conditions.
Acro workers must bear in mind that there is
no satisfactory solution to their particular
problems short of the abolition of the private
ownership of the aircraft industry, and the

establishment all other industries, of
control of produ n by the workers. In a
word, syndicalism—the workers control of
production.
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n definite hindrancs

A trade union congress held in Rome
recently decided to separate the unions from
politics. It was emphasised that the unions
should be separate from the political partics,
and from the state. The declaration of the
congress stated that henceforward no banner
or slogan of a political character should be
exhibited
any public mectings organised by the unions.

It is difficult to determine whether this
resolution—in its rather abstract form—is
1l luti icali It is

probable that its origin was of a very different
character—the attempt to unite the reformist
and Christian unions into onc organisation.
Information reccived via London declares that
the attitude of the congress was approved by

i ists and Christion demo-

_l ln‘f:rﬂl:uun evincide in Jome fact—the Italian workers are fighting against
ceause the great industeinl centres of

and sccondly because the activities of the Allicd administration (AMG) arc
¢ to the development of strong working class organisation:

s the defenders of u united front with the
christians—in this case the catholics. Colla-
boration is no longer a means but an end for
the communists. In a conference on “Unity
of Action™ with the catholies, the Italian com-
munist leader, Pulmiro Togliatti, said:

“We know that in the past there were
psychological and organic obstacles which
impeded this unity of actiom. We have
impeded this unity of action. We have
done cverything to destroy those obstacles.

We have declared in the name of the Com-
munist Party, and I want to repeat it, here
in Rome, the capital of the catholic world,

that we respeet the catholic faith as the
traditional religion of the majority of the
Italian people. As we approach the repre-

lists,

It this is true, the resolution must be
R $ e
unions which do not desire to collaborate with
any working-class party. In short, it mecans

opposition to the socialist movement as such.
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T the end of August this year, the
4 workers of the Ministry of Supply
Factory, Daimuir were informed that the
factory would cease 1o be operated by Wil-
liam Beardmore & Co., Lid. as Agents for
the Ministry of Supply, and would again be
operated as a Royal Ordnance Factory. In
amﬁu 1o all industrial employees issucd

Trade Unions repr ted on the Ministry
of Supply Joint Industrial Council that, in
order to give the Trade Union side time to
consider the proposals of the Official side
for bringing KR.O.F., Dalmuir, within exist-
ing agrecments common 0 Royal Ordnance
Factories (Engincering), no general changes
will be made in gradings or systems of re-
muneration before Saturday, 18th Novem-
ber, 1944.”

On Friday 3rd November a meeting of
day-shift workers was held in the Factory
Canteen, and arrangements were made for
a meeting of the night-shift workers later
in the evening. The meetings were held in

with the with the
object of bringing Official Trade Union
pressure on recalcitrant workers.

Although they were visibly affected by
the cold reception of the workers, the depu-
tation by means of an impressive lateness,
an imposing pile of papers, a deliberate
manner, and pompous address, endeavoured
1o create an awestriken atmosphere.

Mr. Harrison, chairman of the M.O.S. Joint
Industrial Council, presided, and was assiduously
assisted by Bro, Nesbit, C.P. convener of the
factory. They were supported on the platform
by representatives of other trade unions, in-
cluding Mr, Maloney of the A E.U

Mr. Harrison, in the course of hi

address
referred 1o the Which con.

¢ ¢ W his regret
that it was his duty to inform th

workers of the
new conditions under which they would be com-
pelled to work, when the

Wage Cuts at Dalmuir

as Government again takes over factory

authority was the Treasury. He stressed that as
they had never been asked to negotiate,

‘There was no possibility appealing against
the decision, or in any way altering or amend-
ing it. The Treasury was the final word. As
a body they could offer no other alternative but
acceptance. The workers would receive notice
of discharge, if they did not like the new con-
ditions they could take their release.

Regarding the new conditions, the bonus sys-
tem at present in force in the factory would be
discontinued. This was a matter of regret. The
bonus system was unique, as it included all un-
productive workers in the factory. There was
nothing like it in any other factory. Its dis-
continuance meant that there would be a whole-
ction of wages, from 54/6 to 7/- &
ccording to classification. He read a list

a reduction of 34/3

Inspectors 3 27/6
Millwrights 2 39/6
Book-keepers £ 12/11
Building workers 5 54/6
Cranemen, Class A 4 11/6
Cranemen, Class B 5 9/10
Unskilled labourers - 11711

Store-keepers, slingers, progress personnel, and
a number of other grades would also suffer dras-
tic cuts.The general application of 326 Award,
which reduces bonus from 100% basis to
274% basis, on fixing of new piece-work prices,
would affect every worker in the factory.

Mr. Maloney, A.E.U. added his condolement.
Although he was not personally affected, he
could understand the workers feelings. It was
his first visit to the factory, and it would have
been much more pleasant if it had been his duty
to announce an all-round increase of ten shil-
lings. However, it was his duty to announce
the conditions as intimated by Mr. Harrison.
He could add little to what had already been
said. He could only state these conditions in &
different way. Up until that morning he had
had hopes that the bonus system could be re-
tained, but his interview with the management

d that that impossible. The decision
made by the Treasury and could not be

altered.
decision.

The meeting was then open for questions.
No discussion was allowed, and it was pointed
out that no decision could be taken as it was
not @ full mass meeting of the workers of the
factory.

A question regarding the retention of person-
nel, and the new working hours was answered

the irman. He admitted that he had
avoided referring to these matters as he did not
want to confuse the workers on the issue before
them. However, since the guestion was raised
he would deal with it. Regarding redundancy,
there were 400 to 600 passengers in the factory.
These were surplus to factory requirements and
would have to go. He enumerated the reduc-
tions that would be necessary, and stated that
these reductions would be offset, but not to a
great extent, by the proposed new working hour
There would be two shifts of 47 hours. One
hour on each shift would be allowed for meals,
and an additional allowance of 10 minutes would
be granted to women workers on the night-shift.
The women workers, in the meantime, would
continue to have the same rates as at present in
force, namely the same rates as male employees.
The tea breaks would be abolished.

A question was asked as to the use, by the
representative of what claimed to be one of the
most powerful unions in the country, of the
word irrevocable. The chairman contradicted
all that he had previously said by stating that
the word was used 10 mean that the decision of
the Treasury was irrevocable from the manage-
ment's point of view, not from their point of

They were faced with an irrevocable

view,

A worker stated that if this dictation was an
example of what we were fighting for, we were
fighting the war in vain. The chairman de-
clared that the workers were responsible for the
kind of government that they now had, and were

therefore responsible for the Treasury. Shouts
of disagreement greeted this nonsense.
Another worker suggested that they could

open negotiations with the Treasury. In answer
Mr. Maloney said that he could take the sug-
gestion to his Executive, but he could not, and
would be failing in his duty to the workers if
he did, hold out any hope of success.

Another worker asked if it was the case, that
the organisation which the workers had labour-
iously built up to defend their wages and con-
ditions, had now come to them to admit failure.
That in fact, they could do nothing for t
workers. A number of admissions “That is so
“That is the position”, “That is the case”, came
in chorus from the platform.

A worker rising in the middle of the hall,
stated that in 37 years of working class struggle
he could not recall such a vile sell-out of the
workers as he was now witnessing. The chair-
man jumped to his feet to deny the accusation,
and after 4 poor attempt at justification he con-
cluded lamely “we have nothing to sell.” Need-
less to say the workers agreed with him. Like
the Communist Shop Stewards of the factory,
the T.U. leaders now find themselves with noth-
ing left to sell. Consummatum est, or if you
gentle readers were too busy working to study
Latin, the dirty work is completed.
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also in the C: of Libora-

tion where they are highly respected for their

proven anti-fascist nc
From other sources

Federation of Sca-going Workers, affil

the U.S. also active, and scctions arc
being orga in all the harbours of the
peninsula.

In Naples o libertarion paper was in the
course of preparation, and the first number
must have, by now, appeared.® For this pur-
posc the Italian syndicalists have reccive
cconomic help from the Spanish militants who
thus prove their interpretation of intcrnational

(Continued on p. 2)

How the American
Workers Live

An article in The Industrial Worker for Aug
26th gives some interesting figures which
point out how the majority of the American
workers live. Two studies in the cost of living
haye been prepared, one by the U.S. Bureau of
Labour Statistic h deals with “a barc sub-
sistence livin dard for father, mother and
two children”; the other is by the Helle
mittee for Research in Social
University of California
health and _efficiency
of people.
Burcau of Labour Statistics st
alive—a yearly income of $I
(£8 12s. 0d) a week is needed
Ji y’s standard to keep in
efficiency, $2,465 a
a week is necessar;

Senator Harley M. Kilgrove, pointed out how
harsh is the standard of the B.L.S. budget. The
Industrial Worker report says:—

“The housewife, of course, must do all home
work, including washing, cooking, baking and
mending. She must feed her family on a food

Sciences

health
ar, or $50.80 (£12 I4s. 0d.)

Bosses Speculate at Workers’

Expense

War time conditions
on Railways

It has been noticeable in the past few weeks
that writers in the trade journals when discuss-
ing the terrific amount of rail traffic that is
o lace to-day, invariably refer to the “re-
silience of the British Railways”. Of course, this

‘ot intended as a compliment to the stakhano-

efforts of the rallway workers but rather as
‘advertisement for British locomotives

few months in order to allow
unhampered, passenger
and the amount of
spite of this it is
‘number of passengers is
his problem had a simple
were allowed 10 stand, 50
3 up to

1,000 standing passengers, Also the length of
the trains haye been increased as much as 25%

and some even doubled. For example,
M.S. lines in a recent period 267 trains

to 15 carriages, To meet
demands the
as 23 coaches. G.W.R.
Paddington had 15
in normul times
but there was no extra
Engines which were designed to haul 12 coaches
weighing 450 tons have for almost five years
been hauling an_average of 700-800 tons.
bosses howled with delight. This to them proved
the wonderful efficiency of British products,
They have no thought for the added nervous
strain on drivers and guards. They have no
thought for loss of life if a train w
while rolling stock passed the test. 3
relaxation for railway workers has come about
by a slight increase in lighting arrangements and
a few C.D, personnel to give a hand with the
luggage. It is not surprising therefore that the
railmen asked for the minimum of 84/- at a
N.UR. conference at Morecambe last week.

R. ran trains with as many
express trains leaving

stafl or exira wages,

Manchester Gas Strike

36 Men Fined Ten Pounds Each

N the April issue of War Commentary we reported a strike of the Manchester Gas
Workers. Troops maintained the gas supply so that the strike ended within a few

days.
to arbitration. S ¢
with 2d. per hour for night shift workers.

The strikers followed the advice of their union leaders and submitted their claim
As a result they were awarded the insulting sums of 1d. per hour increase
The decision of the strikers was influenced to

a large extent by the intensive sob-stuff propaganda campaign which filled the national

press,
1o realize that bread could be bak
again as soon as the employers ga

e in also.

At a meeting on Saturday night Noy. 2nd
at the Bradford Road gasworks, the men deci-
ded, with few dissentients, to carry out strike
ain on virtually the same issue.
¢ dircctly involved and
600 indirectly. The men were striking for time-
and-a-third pay for night work. The strike was
planned to commence on the night shift of Nov.
4th. As no worker turned up for the 10 p.m.
shift their places were filled by a lorry load of
troops complete with tin hats and rifles (one
wonders why they needed also rifles when they

came to work—surely the fear of invasion is
past?). A pecularity of this strike was that in
the beginning it merely affccted night workers

On Tuesday November 7th the day shift
workers came out in solidarity. _They numbered
80 skilled men. After the Government had

given the strikers a warning the whole question
was examined by the Director of Public Prose-
cutions. However, that evening the strike spread
six miles further afield to Stockport, Cheshire,
Men of the Pioneer Corps took over the work,
On November [0th 36 of the strikers had to
appear in court and cach man was fined ten

However, as we pointed out at that time, the public and the strikers “do not scem
d, major operations carried out,

gas fires operating

ds, The yellow press the following day
presented this fact in such a manner that it
appearcd to the public that only 36 men were
out on strike, This ure _only

resulted in one of the men returning to work but
it also resulted in 5 or 6 casual men staying
first time since the strike began

extepsion of sympathy strikes

rapid
throughout Lancashire and Cheshire towns the

was a

men would not be able to continue. On the
morning of November 11th they held a mecting
and reluctantly, with a 2-1 vote decided to
return to work. On the 10 p.m. shift all workers
were present so that the troops were with drawn at
10.30 p.m. Tt was understood however that the
claims of the strikers are to be considered at a
meeting of the Joint Industrial Council this
week,

In the meantime an appeal for donations has
been launched to help those men who were so
unjustly fined by the Manchester City magis-
trates Court. The Stockport gas workers also
returned to work,

allotment of 14 cents a meal per person—less
than half the cost of feeding soldiers,

The food allowance is substantially the same
as is available to Germans at the present time
under war conditions.

'he father can buy a suit of clothes once
every three years, a pair of pyjamas once every
two years and one pair of shoes once a year.

The mother gets a woollen dress e
years, a coat every three years and a dressing
Zown every ten years,

Growing boys get a suit every two years and
growing girls a rayon dress every year.

Even Health Is Rationed

Less than one dollar a week is available for
hold essentials; medical expenses cannot
exceed $16.50 (£4 2s. 6d.) a person a year, and
that must cover doctor’s visits, obstetrical car
emergency operations, care of the teeth, hospital
bills, medicines, drugs and eyeglas:

The family may ‘squander’ $1.70 (6/8d.) a
week on recreation, which includes newspapers
and magazines, cigarettes or smoking tobacco,
candy, etc,, and 12§ cents a week per person for
movies and other recreation.

That does not seem a very cheerful state
affairs, even if workers got the necessary w
and the fact is that nearly 18,000,000 work
get o wage below the measly Bureau of 1
Statistics standard, while 25,000,000 workers
carn less than the University of California bud-
get. Out of over 274 million workers, only 2
million earn the University wage to provide
“minimum health and efficiency

It is worth while to notice that while the
University standard is much more generous than
the B.L.S. budget, it only provides minimum
standard. There is no talk of drawir
budget to show what is necessary for
health and efficiency. But if that
they would probably find out that
members of the working
wage, The best things are reserved for the
capitalist class under the present system, includ-
ing health—which should be the right of every-

very few
ss got that sort of

one,
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I'he Revolutionary Movement
in Italy (cont. from p. 1 col. 5)

(continued from p. 1) z
wlidarity. The Iralian comrades arc in

orth Africa, began the

bullctin, LUCE NUOVA, at the beginning of
this year, and we have reccived some numbcers
of this,

‘We arc also glad to notify comrades all over
the world that the widow of the Italian mili-
tant, Camillo Berneri, is well and safc. Ber-
nnﬁwumof:hcﬁacamiﬁxmboft:e

d by

o

3. Germany

ALREADY in 1917 the Germany Navy, after the first Wil-
helmshaven Mutny, (which ended in failure and the
execution of Two mutineers) showed signs of infection. Secret
councils were maintained by the rank and file on nearly all
vessels; the struggle was carried out by underground methods
and a close watch was kept on the officers. :

In January 1918 great stuikes were held in Berlin and
Leipzig, in which two hundred thousand workers took part.
They demanded better rations, peace without annexations and
universal suffrage; and as a result of the strike a co-ordinated
revolutionary shop-stewards’ organization began to develop to
a certain extent. The January strikes were backed by all Ger-
man working class organizations though the Spartacists were
not represented on the strike commitiees, because they desired
to give the movement a definite revolutionary character.

In the factories, the representatives of the trade unions
formed the nucleus of the future Workers’ Councils.

Ludendorff, stll sure of the Army at that ume, was forced
by the strikes to declare a state of siege under martial law.
Strike leaders were arrested, thousands of strikers were ordered
10 join the army, and, (once they became soldiers under army
Jaw) had to resume factory work immediately. Thus the great
factories were placed under direct military control.

The events in Russia began t infect the German Army

sl 4 AS

v @s_previ .
They haven't forgoticn the LLW.MLA, and
this is promising for our movcment cvery-

|

JOHN ANDERSON.

“We have already reccived four issucs of Rivolu-
zione Lsberiaria, the paper referred 10 here,
these few mumbers it

i H ds of th The Spartacist
League held a joint conference with the Left-wing Radicals in
October 1918, when it was decided to begin an intensive agitation
among the froops and [o organize at once the formation of
workers’, peasants’, and soldiers” soviets.

On the 8th November 1918, the second naval mutiny broke
out spontancously in Kiel. The governor of Kiel was forced
o resign and Workers® and Soldiers’ Soviets then took over the
town. One hundred th d 1 soldiers and sailors
formed soviets all over G On 9th N ber, the
soviets elected in factories and barracks formed their executive
committee of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils, claiming full
power throughout the Reich. The prisons were stormed and
the political prisoners released.

Britain at once declared her refusal to recognize the con-
gress of soviets, On 10th November Ebert was made head of
the Government by the Congress of Workers’® Soldiers’ and
Peasants’ Soviets. Soviets rose up in all industrial towns where
the masses th lves took the initiaw Later, h , they
were re-formed by the German Labour Party and were then
no longer the real organ of the masses.

100,000 Workers Demonstrate

Rosa Lu g d the d ds of the Spartacists
to the public, She d d the parl: y system and
with the slogan “All Power 1o the Soviers” as the only revolu-
tonary alternative, she appealed to the workers 1o arm them-
selves. The amimude of the soldiers who supported the soviets
forced the High C (led by Hi g and Ludendorff)
to place jrsclf at the disposal of the Ebert Government, which
had already begun sabortaging the efforts of the workers’ move-
ments which had placed it in power, and was collaborating with
the forces of reaction. -~

On “6th December the Workers” and Soldiers” Sovier Com-
mittce was arrested by soldiers who were Nationalist and loyal
to the Ebert Government. soldiers also occupied the
officc and printing plant of the Rote Fahne (The Red Flag,
Luxemburg's paper). A protest demonstration of soldiers in
Berlin was crushed and a number of them were killed and

The Headquarters of the counter-revolution was the Berlin

they arc resisting, organising de-
aonst T8 cr ~ ls
decree, A @ ‘i Reyaolds'

N Fomparks; "1 :

g 71 have talked 10 man:
mm;km»mm.m“i
larly in Brosscls,  They maintain that
¢ menc's docision To i
tham was wepired by the big indus-
trialists.  E<lgion Big Ewinos scos
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dant’s Office, the War Ministry and the Foreign Office.
Directed from these places, a wave of white terror now broke
loosc among the rkers. One hundred th d workers
demonstrated in protest. Strikes broke out everywhere.

The Ebert Government had them crushed by the military
forces of the reactionary white generals, but the Soldiers Soviet
Councils which opened on 16th D ber, d ded liquid
of the old officers corps, lock, stock and barrel. This Congress
was oul-manccuvred by Ebert. There were 306 councils in the
Congress, ing that the army should be controlled by the
Sowiets. Bur Hindenburg’s position was strong enough to
allow himself 1o ignore the demands of the workers and soldiers.
The Labour Party meanwhile had successfully infilrated the
councils and won & decsive victory over the revolutiopary

With the b s A bly, the
) ce. The coun )

OWER To T

made him a mere instrument in the ‘haj
General Staff. hk?f_G“'Wl'n:r and the
The Marine-division, in sympathy with the nag; -
and opposed to the Ebert Government, was ruth::
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Licbknecht were murdered o,
Spartacist rising trampled down. :
The Sccond Soviet Congress (April 1919) demanded with
a majority the release of the imprisoned I.L.P. man, Ledcbour.
Bur the Labour Party, allied with the reactionaries against the
Left, ignored the demand. The Labour Party paper Vorwarts—
(Forward, edited by Ebert, Noske and Scheideman) called the
demand of the Congress an “interference with justice which
must protect the existing lawful order.” When the Soviets later
demanded that the Soviets should control the Reich’s defence
ministry, Nocke said: “The Congress may express its wishes 10
the National Assembly. I am democrat enough to accept that.
But if the Assembly agrees to their demand I shall resign.”

_ Which meant that the Ebert Government would lose the pro-

tection of the reactionary Generals and their nationalist Free
Corps. Under Noske’s command General Macrker occupied
Brunswick with armoured trains, heavy guns and flame throwers.
He declared a state of siege and courts-martial, dismissed the
Brunswick Government, dissolved the Soviets and disarmed the
people’s Marine-division and Home Guard, both formed by ghc
workers. With the crushing of the Brunswick and Munich
Soviet Republics, the German Revolution was defeated, and
the Counter-Revolution (arm-in-arm with the Labour Party) was
established anew.

The political result of the civil war waged by Noske, “the
Bloodhound” in the first half of 1919, was the total destruction
of the political power of the Soviets. The disarmament of
the working class was carried out systematically and with the
greatest thoroughness by the Nationalist military force. By the
middle of the year the real power was in the hands of the
Free Corps and counter-revolutionary General Staff and was
no longer with the Assembly.

4. Conclusion

The Bolsheviks in Russia and and the Labour Party in
Germany both frustrated the constructive revolutionary develop-
ment of the Soviet system. In both countries the working-class
movements failed the ‘very moment they left the initiative to
the political parties. In Russia and Germany the power-seeking
parties used the same tactics: existing Soviets were infiltrated
and new soviets formed by party members, thus securing a party
majority in the Congress of Soviets. In Germany the delegates
of the Congress were subordinate to the Assembly, in which the
Labour Party coalesced with the bourgeoisie to obtain a majority
against the revolutionary Left. In Russia the Congress was
brought under the exclusive control of the Bolsheviks.

In 1917 only after the Russian peasants began to expropriate
the land on their own account and the local peasants’ soviers
proclaimed that all land was to be handed over to the Land
Committee; and only after the workers took to direct action,
did the Congress of Soviets under Trotsky claim all power.
In Germany it was only after the mutineers established soviets
that the Labour Party proclaimed the Republic. The Congress
failed because it did not inspire the workers to take over im-
mediate control of industry, nor did it urge the peasants to
appropriate the big estates, nor advise the soldiers to remain
under arms at the disposal of the revolution, at the same tme
taking over the administration of the army. Private property
was not abolished. Police, judiciary state institutions, schools,
etc., were left unaffected. Mortgages, shares and agreements
were left unchallenged, the gold of the Reichsbank untouched.

With the election of the pseudo-Socialist Ebert as head of
the Government the Congress condemned itself to utter im-
potence. In Germany the majority of the united Labour Party
and counter-revolutionary parties (as in Russia, the Bolshevik
majority) imposed its will and control upon the Congress. The
local soviets were held back from their social revolutionary mis-
sion and then side-tracked into insignificant activities.

Counter-Revolution at Work

When the revolutionary anti-parliamentary and anu-party-
dictatorship minorities—(in Russia, the Kronstadt sailors and
workers; in Germany, the anarcho-syndicalists and Spartacists)—
bjected to the deceptive manipulations of the reformists allying
themselves with the counter-revolution, they were ruthlessely
liquidated. In Germany the Labour Party gave the Whitc
Generals 2 free hand to slaughter the militants by the hundred
thousand. Similarly, Trotsky in Russia, after the intervention,

Soviet ss lost its g

launched one Dlow after another against the revolution.
Groener, the War Minister, detested the Soldier and Worker

Sovicts and all thar they implied. Eberr, who "haudvsoaal

revolution more than sin” fearcd a left wing drive, and his fear

ployed arch-counter-revolutionaries and notorious Jew-baiters
such as General Slaskhew-Krimsky, to butcher the Anarchists
and Social Revolutionaries.

The natural programme of the Social Revolution was carried
out by the masses only 0 2 certain extent: the overthrow of

SOVIETS

he old army system, the arming

the old régime, the break-up of «
:(Si the people and the seming up Of se were all
ODC?hT‘ In Russia and G v we fi

sympathizers within the ool e revelutionary groups and
s mnogf z:l;{c:m Ravy. The exisung discon-
ploited, by zhewing how.; under the old regimé was ex-
would be minimized' and woniq society such grievances
utionary Propaganda made b : wither away. The
discontent of the forces 1o social revompi o convert the
reinforce the existing g,‘-l lutionary diens.
When the discontent and dislusion bad a o S
in serious disaffection, desertions increased ;h““ﬂ“’ ;‘\“ﬁ:ﬂ‘aﬁ
pointed out.in & recent article “How Wars E!njmd" o
the result enurely of revolutionary propaganda but also a o
reaction to a long drawn-oul war. But revolutionary propa-
ganda doubtless influenced the soldiers not to fire upon their
comrades in the strects on being ordered, but to go over to the
ide of the demonstrators.
= (l)llcéglunionary propaganda was also responsible for the
formation of sovicts, the arrest of officers, confiscation of stores
and administrative offices, occupation of strategic stronghelds,
frecing of political prisoners and comrades in detention camps,
cte. In Russia and Germany the revolutionary propaganda had
succeeded so far. It did not, however, influence the working
class to carry the sxrugglg o its )c\gxcall conclpsmn. g
As far back as the Concress of Saint-Imier, the Anarchists
have stated and since then repeated again and again: 'I?Ac
cconomic aspirations of the proletariat can ha_we no other aim
than the establishment of an absolutely fr'cc economic organiza-
tion and federation based upon the ‘”,Off and'cqualny of all,
and completely independent of any political government. S\:lch
organization and federation must be the result of the voluntary
action of the proletariat itself, the soviets and the autonomous
Comm‘i‘ix:/ecsry political organization is nothing but‘a{l 9rsﬂnll?[l%n
of rulers for the benefit of one class and the dnprly—allqn of ;]3
masses. If the proletariat should aghx?Yc _pp\v'LAIl it woul
immediately degenerate into a ruling and exploiting ;:ss. oo
“The first duty of the insurgent prolemnal' is U e compl ete
destriuction of ALL political power. Any or.gmx‘ans,] of a so-
called provisional reyolutionary _pohucul power is cnai acnzvj
deception and is for the Revolution as dangerous as any €xist
vernment.” ; A
o C';I%ccrprolcrzrian must reject alll COmPpromises argfjrbuurvgg;o:s
policy and carry through the Social R'cvolun?n.y ’.s ;o x;‘zf,,
formed at the place of work, controlled from bn.lO}, arc the oly
social revolutionary weapon Dy which Lhcvrcvoluuonnry l_rz)pu se
of the masses can destroy the class society and establish the

free anarchist international. MICHAEL PETERSON.
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NTARY—FOR ANARCHISM, 25th, NOVEMBER, 1944

It is impossible to produce bullets with a
writer.  You cannot milk a clothes-horse.
lhezi, sol‘dier. makes you think

rom a

Why is it that all these soldi sailors and
airmen, W.ALAES, ATS. and WRN.S,, are
not bothering to secure a vote—or will not
bother unless it is made almost as difficult not
10 sign as to sign?

It is apathy? Certainly there is a good deal
of it, reflected in comments like:

“Vote? What's the good of a vore? All 1
want to vote for is my ticket, I'd vote for that
all right”

Why should I vote, Sir? 1 don't
even know what my bloody constituency is?™

But apathy is not the whole cxplanation.
Among the forces there is a distrust, wide and
deep, of politics in general and politicians in
particular, which makes people feel that it
just isn't any good voting. Take this conver-
sation

3
A. "I don’t care a damn who's in power.”
B. “I'm not voting cither. I used to vot
Conservative, but I see they're out for them-
selves now, I'll not help them any more.™
it humbugs stand

; voting, it won't make

any diffcrence. Picture Post, 19/8/44.

* Now that people begin to realize that voting

is of no use they should use other means of

expressing their will. The alternative to

voting is not apathy but direct action and
individual initiative.

Some, no
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the “Soldiers’ Parliament.” It was a giand affair
_qlofdmn very sincere about it all,
isplay the:t rhetoric, but most had ideas which revealed a
scheme which could realise the conditions they had been

they struggle only for concessions here and there,
and not o remove the fundamental evil.
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Bristol Dockers

(From our Bristol

DIVE THOUSAND dockers
October 24th in the Bristol

and the Bristol City docks and the .
of whether six or cight men should work in 2
work on Thursda
section of the Transport and General
upon by the employers and the union officials

y noon, in order to allow pégotiations by

Workers Unioa o take place. The proposals agreed

Correspondent)

involved in @ stoke that started  on ]“ _
::: The strike broke cat at the Avoamouh ,
Portishead docks came out @ sympathy over the e

gang. The strikers s made a token start of
their unica, e Dockers

were rejected by the men and they serack

again on Friday moming. At 4 mass meeting beld in Bnstol ca Saturday, October >8th

the men decided to return o work on the following M;vf\ a?d xo‘nxﬂ‘ ;fr '-“9:; e
re-open negotiations with the employers. 1hese are the bare facts < t
a brief of this ‘strike in the last issue of War Commentary, but owing hack
of w‘m‘m detailed account had 1 © be left over.
More Men than Jobs e et dvciain of S e
contendeyd  that e’y ssmon of |y
m‘:ﬂ&m&? may )::nﬂ:v the 1 & gang must samd  The ::u‘-wh';\( e oxn
bare dspute, ik prosent ar ¢ Crenng
eml public be better informed of the u-::: ‘:cﬂ:n“an\r:!: r::\uh were umder coes TR
the srike, 8 more dewailed account of the hap-  ton by the men overnight On the Frdax

improved.

because of
tence of

300-400 dockers being daily unemployed,

Causes of the Strike
On Monday, Octeber 23rd,
detailed 10 handle # cargo of metal, six men
10 a gang. The weight of the cargo burrels,
approximately 1,000 Ibs each, a roll-in of some
considerable distance, and the general heavy
nature of this particular job, prompted the men
to appeal for the help of two mere men W
make up their normal number in a gang. After
first secking the advice of the Union, the men
started the job with six men o a gang, whilst
the Union was making representations to the
stevedores, Charles Hill and Sons, Lid The
employers refused o allocate
labour requested by th
result of that day's work, of the docker’s
sustained an injury which his work-mates con-
sidered was directly atrributable o the fact that
they were working six, and not cight men, to
a gang. In support of their comrades, all of the
dockers struck work the npext day, Tuesday,
because of this attack by the employers upon
the principle of the eight-men gang. The gen-
eral secretary of the Dockers Group of the
Transport and General Workers Union, Mr. J.
Donovan,® was dispatched post-haste from Lon-

men to retwrn to work. Hoping to appease
©

firm had agreed to pay the wages of the two
extra men to the workers on the job that preci-
pitated the dispute, but every job had to be
judged on its merits, and fresh representations

the dockers &d pot attomge W enter

The general fecling was thas they bad been
wid-out, and many cxpressed the o o that
“Deonovan ratthed  agamn ‘hen s
worthy appeared o restate the proposaly meo-
We wamt the

in ing W pay the wages of the two o
men the was admitting what was prevaously
Mmmmwnmw,m_t the

in Bristol for the pext morming, w deckde on the

nest course of action. The existence of sus

pected CP.ers on the platform of the meeting,

the following ly set the

of the
§

morning, obviously
) & g

o
specadis
N

the CP.'s
peneral b
deadlock, ¢
tributed ¢

of the negotiated p 9
‘ay, and the dockers decid cstart work on
he Monday, approaching the union © re-open
wgociations on the quéstion of the manning
wale on the docks.

The role played by Charles Hill & Sons Lud
is regarded by the men © be net solely bed
treatment by a lone firm, but a resalt of the
support that this fm was given by e
Employers and Association as part of an organ-

VWL - on
he dockers mghts and customs prove this oo~
ention up to the hile,

TOM CARLILE
*It was this “workers’ represcntative” whe was
the only delegate from the body of the hall at
rade Unico Congress who spoke in sup-
port of Bevin's anti-strike legislation,

CHINESE SOLDIERS' PLIGHT

The wounded or sick Chinese soldier is sull
the unwanted man of this war. In the carly
days of the fighting in 1937 a Chinese professor
in the college happened 10 sce wounded soldiers
; ! i and Nlﬁeng t:.‘ying on the water-
‘uchang, W] ey were awailing

ation into the interior. They had re-
no medical attention for days or even

ceived «
weeks; they were thirsty, but could obtain water

only by buying it. The military hospitals are
wretched. Pauents sleep in their dirty, foul
clothes on wooden boards or lic on straw on
floor. Sometimes patients with different
diseases share the same bed and the same blan-
s. Those in charge have little medical train-
ing and often arc unable to diagnose discases.

By the time soldiers reach the hospital they are

- often beyond help. Out of 140 sick men’ (ot

3 wounded) admitted into one hospital in a month
sixty died. Men were discharged before they

| had recovered 1o make room for new cascs.
{ The common diseases were dysentery, malaria,
ph and sometimes cholera. 1 asked a
‘Chipese doctor where the wounded were, and he
) :d that owing (o the difficulties of trans-
it took about cight days for the wounded
arried from the scene of fighting to the
hospital, and by then it was
Some wounded soldiers who

~ usually too late.

.wu ‘o near-by hospital had been six
‘months on the way.

= L s chastor Guardian; 10/11/44.

ERS OF THE
PLE'S ARMY !

Russians who can be said to be
1 are the Army. 1 do not
far as looks go, that any army in the
day could produce an cqual to the
rmy officer of field rank who, gleaming
braid and with the skirts of his great
to the apkles, high boots, and
‘with a grey fur hat, 1s a most imposing

B

.

&,

;

The Observer, 12/11/44,

way of falsifying history nowa-
dZtﬂ. Maurice Thorez, the
§ just been amnesticd by

&tms under seatence
army). Apropos of this,

cow for . £646,672

defend France against the German, was cal.lcd
up at the outbreak of war in 1939, and failed
to make an appearance. Some time later he
turned up in Moscow.

But why the alteration of date? In order
to make it appear that Thorez deserted, if he
did desert, a year before the war and not after
the fighting had started. This is merely one act
in the general effort to whitewash the behaviour
of the French and other Communists during the
period of the Russo-German pact. I could name
other similar falsifications in recent years. ‘Some-
tlimes you can give an event a quite different
colour by switching its date only a few weeks.
But it doesn’t much matter so long as we all
keep our eyes open and sce to it that the lies
do not creep out of the newspapers and into the
history books.

George Orwell in Tribune, 17/11/44.

EW.0. TO STAY

Dealing with labour controls in the interim
period between the defeats of Germany and
Japan, the White Paper outlines important
modifications in the present system.

In the background there will remain the Min-
ister of Labour’s power, under the Defence Re-
gulations, to direct any person to any job in the
United Kingdom at the rate for the job,

The Essential Work Orders will be retained,
and may be extended to some industries not now
covered.

But the chief centre of control will lie in a
new Control of Engagement Order, which will
cover all employments, but be limited to men
aged 18 to 50 and women aged 18 to 40.

Daily Herald, 17/11/44.

SPANISH POLITICS

Most important of all, I am a
the truth about the “Junt
Nacional” (Supreme Co
Union), which claims to unite w
all ant-Franco elements, includin;
S lists, and Liberal Republicans, and Co!
vatives, Clericals, and Monarchists.

The “Junta Suprema” does not exist outside
the Spanish C ist prop da, which
claims that it is a vast organisation both inside
and outside Spain, with its own “commander-
in-chief”.

It is, in fact, the Spanish Communist Party
with a few individuals of other Republican
groups tacked on to it.

! Sunday Dispatch, 19/11/44.
War Commentary “disclosed” these facts in
its last issue.

- Through the Press

EXCHANGE OF FILMS
WITH RUSSIA

A reciprocal arrangement with the Soviet for
the distribution of British films has just been
made by Mr. J. Arthur Rank. . This secures the
entry of British films into Russia on a percentage
basis and the distribution of Soviet films in this
country. This is the first occasion upon which
a market for British films has been secured in
Russia on a percentage basis. Hitherto entrance
to the Russian market has been based on the
purchase of rights.

The arrangement should open an extensive
market for British films in the Soviet territories.
The Russian films to be shown in this country
will be dubbed in English. Soviet films do not
now concentrate upon political propaganda. One
recent picture, “Kutozoe,” deals with the over-
throw of Napoleon’s armies; “Silver Slippers”
is a comedy based upon Gogol's “Night Before
Christmas,” and “Tale of Tsar Saltan” is an
animated cartoon.

. Glasgow Herald, 3/10/44.
It is a proof of the degeneration of Russian
films that they should now be acceptable by
Mr. Rank. When Russian films remained
faithful to the spirit of the revolution they
were banned by capitalist cinema owners,

MRS. SMITH GETS FIVE BOB

A boy of three, Samucl George Armstrong
Vestey, and his year-old brother Mark inherit
over half a million under the will of their father,
Capt. W. H. Vestey, son of Lord Vestey.

Capt. Vestey, who died on war service, left
He bequeathed 2&000 and per-

]

GENEVA CONVENTION
IGNORED ?

Mr. Mabane, Parliamentary Secretary, Minis-
try of Food, replying to Mr. Arthur Duckworth
(Con., Shrewsbury) in the Commons to-day, said
that the start of a manufacturing campaign at
Allscott Beet Sugar Factory was delayed for one
day because certain Italian prisoners of war
refused 10 work on a shift system. They were
sentenced to detention.

Earl Winterton (Con., Horsham) protested
against this, saying, “Under what powers con-
ferred by the Geneva Convention is punishment
inflicted upon prisoners of war for refusing to
work? ‘The Goyernment has constantly >t.uﬁd
that no prisoner of war can be made m”\wrk.

Mr, Mabane.—That rests \’\'uh the War Min-

ter, who supplied us with the informauon.
£ o Evening Standard, 2/11/44.

Does this mean that the War Minister can
interpret the Geneva Convention as It suils
his convenience?

ITALIAN SOLIDARITY

Lance-corporal Jack Goff, who with Corporal
C. H. Godbehere escaped from Italy via Swit-
zerland, said at his home in Brightlingsea,
Essex: “The Italian peasants were marvellous,
Many of them would kill a chicken for us, and
be content to cat bread themselves.”

News Chronicle, 14/11/44,

This will not prevent English journalists
from protesting violently if Italian prisoners

prand- g living conditions when working
g’m

.
MORE HONESTY NEEDED !

Fourteen years have passed since the State of
Massachusetts murdered Nicola Sacco and Bart-
olomeo Vanzetti, on August 22, 1927, after )e\‘cn.
long years of imprisonment. All the \\‘or‘l\.
knew, long before the electric chair clmmcd_ its
victims, that Sacco and Vanzetti were innocent
of the crime for which they were executed . . .
The capitalist courts were un-moved by the
evidence, because the innocence of the men h:q
never been the issue. It was “Bolshevism” they
hoped to burn in the ic chair, when the
switch was pulled to end Sacco and
Vanzetti. The Militans, 26/8/44.
This extract is from a long article in the
American Trotskyst paper The Militant in
which the fact that Sacco and Vanzetu were
anarchists is not once mendoned! The last
sentence rather leads one to believe that
they were bolsheviks while in fact they had
strongly attacked the actions of the Bolshe-
viks in Russia.

The Trotskysts artack the Stalinists for
rewriting the history of the Russian Revolu-
tion without mentioning the role played by
Irowsky. But it would appear that they
100 can rewrite history to sui their conven-
ence

BETTER BARBARIANS

Officials of the Ford Motor Company in De-
roit say, in a statement this week-end, that the
Allies have facilities for manufacturing flying
bombs of “most devilish and destructive type.”

‘The Allics, they said are in a position to pro-
duce robot bombs “superior to anything the Ger-
mans ¢an turn out.” News Chronicle, 13/11/44,

CENSORSHIP FOR INDIA

Hansard for the 12th October, 1944 gives
the following interesting information regard-
ing the censorship of Press Messages sent
from this country to India

rom this
try to the
Press Four
Bombay

messages del but without information being
given to the recipients of the exte
of the deletions; and whether he
that the censorship more reasonably operates so
that only references of a specific military pature
become liable to on.

Mr. Ame While the Govermment ox
India have reserved the right to serutinise any
incoming message not oaly from the purely
military aspect but in the Lhght of their know-
ledge of conditions in India, I am confident
that the number of deletions is in practice
very small. The Government of India regu-
larly intimate to me by telegram the more
important deletions and the reasons for them,
and this information is passed on to the indi-

=%

vidual correspondents concerned for their
confidential guidance.
Mr. Scremsen: It the Minister awas

that
editors in India do not know what is del
and that sometimes messages are almost inco
prehensible? Could not that practice be stopped?

Mr. Amery: Yes, Sir. Information is sup-
plied to correspondents here for their guidance,
so that they shall not make the mistakes ag:

Mr. Sorensen: Can the editors in India be
informed what deletions hawe been made from
the messages they do receive?

Mr. Amery: That would give them the opror-
tunity of publishing precisely what they are
expected not to publish.

WHAT A WAR!

Collar-attached shirts are being issued in some
units of the Army—but the scldiers may not
wear them because no orders or Army Council
instructions have been published w peromt i

If they do they are hable under present regu-
lations to be stopped by military police for being
impreperly dressed.

If they button their battle dress over the
collar and the top of the collar shows they can
again be pulled up by the “red caps.™”

If they tuck the collar down they get & chaled

neck.
Daily Herald, 13,104,



. 3

H-vn -
WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM. 25ch. NOVEVRER. 1984

Fktﬁbom BOOKSHOP
132 Cheltenham Road., Bristol

in this issue also in stock. The following books
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statement be published in the
Evening World published their
A little more of this would do a lot of

The Capitalist Cat
Readers of Trade Unionism or Syndicalism

Comrade
It is eith regrei thar we announce the death
of a tireless fighter for Anarchism, Bianchero
Gioacchino, a friend of Malatesta and Carlo
Tresca. He refused ro do military service in
the last war, and migrated 1o Swilzerland where
he carried on propaganda among his Italian
fellow countrymen. After the war, he went
back 1o Italy where there was more scope for
him than abroad. He worked ceaselessly for the
movement ithere wniil Mussolini seized power.
The Fascists had marked him dowmn as one of
their first victims, but he escaped and went once
again 10 Swwiizerland. His repuiation and acri-
vilies, however, soon got him expelled. He
moved to France, only 1o meet the same faie.
Then on to Luxemburg. But neither Fascist
nor Democratic govermmenis give shelier lo
militant anarchists, and he again received the
order 1o move on.

QOur comrade went 10 Belgium, where he lived
for some years. Under the pen-name “Lucifer,”
he wrote freguently for the Italian Anarchist
paper 11 published in America, and
for Giustizia e Liberta (Justice and Liberty).
In Belgium, he found good comrades and cor
stamt work. While there he semt for his son
Cafiero Gioacchino, not Fknowing rthat he
had joined the blackshirts, for he had con-
cealed this from his father. This is an instance

THE RUSSIAN ANARCHISTS
In Russia it was the Anarchist move
ment that stood by the principles of the
Revolution—"the land to the peasants, the
factories to the workers,"—and were the
spearhead of the attack against first the
Czanist interventionists, and later the Bol-
shevik dictatorship. The peasant movement
of Makhno, the Ukranian anarchist
guerrilla leader of the Interventionist period,
the anarchist groups and the anarcho-syndi-
calist organisation, stood out to the very
against the Jnew Czari

imarmiie 19
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Anarchists v Py sitieresd] w ST Ty L% WEL
monarchest-Ciercal werror o the boginaung of b
century, 5 is the munc movermen: (hat aaffers
under the Phalangist terror to-day In oogh

bournng Portugal ibe inftwence af the Amarifssiy
among the working-class v conmderabie, ond (Mo
part it has played in the mutimies and @Eroggics
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dictator Salazar is well known.

The Anarchist movernent n Crermany, whale
not being cqual kn properton smong the work
ing-class, Bas played am ascuve part m (the
struggle agzinst Hitler and in the course of that
siruggle has gathered more sirengih to ieself thas
ever Defore: it may well be thar the reaction of
the German masses 1o the long years of regumen-

of the soul-destroying effects of the bestial creed
of Fascism, the complete alienation of filial
affection. The son s taught to betray the
father because he 1s an ememy of the Siate.
Fortunately for owr comrade, his comrades
rallied to his aid, and it was rthe som who was
expelled instead of the father.

But the Belgian Government was now aware
of whom u was sheliering, and he was soon
on the blacklist. When the Germans invaded
Belgium, he was arrested at Namur. His com-
panion C. Furseman wrote ceaselessly, enguiring
through various channels for information abour
him. Ar one time he was interned in a camp
on the Spanish frontier, but after that there was
a long silence. Comrade Furseman has now
heard that ke had died on December 15th 1942.
at the age of 58.

In paying this short tribute to the memory of
our dead comrade who saw perhaps the first
glimmering of the Dawn, but not the Day for

hich he . worked so hard, we remember
that he was of the race and time that produced

Sacco and Vanzetti: 7
Named and nameless, all live in us,

One and all, they lead us still.
These martyred comrades had the vision. It
is for us to make it the reality.

-2 Mat Kavanagh

NOVEMBER
MARTY RS

Commemoration
Meetling

On Friday, November 10th, a mecting waas
held at Freedom Press Rooms to commmemorate
the anniversary of the Chicago Marmyry death

m [s8/. 1wo of our Ccomrades, Cores

Were amengsd

eorge
and Jdviat Navanagh, WDo sSpoOxKc,
tne few with persomal recoilecuons of (DAl PEriou,
and ey gave very luQd and detaued accouncs
ol the Sruggie surroundang lo¢ Wiadl, and e

wrral dscll. L0 Was also shrossed Loal LS Mlallyi-

Jom was DUl oo O Lo many sulicred OY
Aparcmsis m NC oCourse oI e SUruggic lor
LECTUOLIL

Utorge Lores conciuged a very cio-
quent speech DY UIging CoONWaoes Lo revive Lac
old racston ol holding every year on Novemoper
1lth, large meeungs commemoranung not only
this martyrdom but that of all comrades who
had fallen in the suruggle, amongst whom were
referred to twelve Japanese comrades executed in
1911, and the Montjuich vicums at the begin-
ning of the century.

Letters to the Editors

Reminiscences of an Old
Wobblie

Dear Comrades,

I happen to live in one of the most conserva-
tive towns of England (Shrewsbury), Mr. Duck-
worth being the Tory M.P. for the constituency.
This_ agrarian county abounds with Lords,
Squires and Sirs. Slums and dilapidated houses
with roses round the door are scattered about
the villages. These wealthy and smartly and
expensively dressed upper class have all the
good things that go 1o the making of a healthy
life. This month the rich landowners do plenty
of game shooting, parading through crops of
beet, mangolds, potatoes, eic., on his great estate.
He takes care not to cut any beet on a cold,
frosty, or wet morning. In Shropshire the
employers soon tell us thar's what they employ
wage labour for—t0 make enough profits so that

they don't have 10 take their coats off and go
o work a2 minimom of 54 hours a week.

In the year 1926, 1 migrated 10 Canada, land-
ing in Halifax, snd uaversing by train right
into the North West of the country. One day
1 was walking down the streets of Calgary. 1
came to Eighth Avenue and Sccond Street East,
when lo snd behold, 1 ran into the secretary of
the LW W. He was calling in stentorian tones,
“Industrial Worker, official organ of the wob-
blics, five cents 2 copy”. In my youth I'd been
& reader of the Daily Herald and a member of
the General Workers” Union. If the Industrial
Waorkers of the World catered for all workers of
the world, it must be @ magnificent organization.
So 3t is. 1 then purchased a copy off the then

secretary. He invited me along o the 2.30

Sunday membership meeting. Under the good

and welfare item of the agenda, 1 was enrolled a

member of the LW.W., 120. From then on-
ward 1 sutended branch meetings regularly, and

also wok sn active part in the propaganda work
of the Umion. 1 wish them every success in
their movement. Lot us look forward 1o the
day dswping when a new light wakens the work-
ing class, when we shall érise 1o a higher and
pobler society which will surpass the feudal and
mediscval ages. Kani the phi I once said
on his 75th tirthday, be would abolish standing
armics and navies, placing ruling class greed as
the csuse of all warfare,

Yours fraternally,
A. E. FLETCHER.
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Reader at Arnhem

Dear Sirs,

A letter came form my son, J. P. last
week. You may be interested to know he went
to Holland with the Parachute Regiment and
was reported missing from Arnhem on Septem-
ber 25th.

The War Commentaries have been put to
good use and I am saving them in the hope that
he is a prisoner and will soon be home again.

Yours faithfully,
(Mrs.) J. C.

German P.O.W.

Dear Comrades,

Recently volunteers were asked for, to escort
German prisoners of war from a camp to a port
of embarkation. Anxious to meet these “Huns’
who callously kill off thousands of people with-
out reason, I volunteered.

As soon as I reached the camp I went
straight over to the barbed-wire enclosure to
catch a glimpse of them.,

Later in the morning we were informed that
we were going to march our prisoners fourteen
miles 1o the railway station in the town, when
the nearest station was only three miles away.

So at one o'clock we lined up outside the en-
closure to receive our prisoners. Out they
marched in batches of fifty, and a sorry sight
most of them looked in their ragged grey-green
uniforms, unshaven and carrying small bundies
or towels. A lorry pulled up behind the column
and a special baich of about twenty Germans
were put in it

“What is the matter with them?
sick?"” 1 asked one of the guards.

“Oh, no, they are officers,” was his startling
reply.

It seems as if the authorities uphold the dis-
unction between officers and men, even when
they are ‘barbarous Huns’.

Eventually, after a march lasting nearly six
hours, we reached the town where we put the
prisoners on the green until the train arrived.
Here we managed 10 obtain a few buckets of
water from the civilians for them. It was the
only drink they had since the journey began.

On the train I had the opportunity to study

Are they

my prisoners. They shewed none of the arro-
gance of the film Nazis, in fact, one of them
even offered his seat to me. I soon discovered
that one of them could speak fairly good English
and when I showed him I wanted to be friendly,
he was quite willing to converse with me. He
agreed with me that Germany had lost the war
but believed the Germans will fight to the last
man because of the following reasons:—

1. The Gestapo is very efficient, and if any
section of the people showed the least sign of
revolt they would be ruthlessly suppressed be-
fore they could do anything.

>

2. The Germans believe their men will be

taken from Germany and sent to other countries
as semi-slaves.

3. They believe that Germany will be
d}\'xded up between England, America and Rus-
sia, and occupied for ar least a generation,
during which time every opportunity will be
taken to humiliate and degrade them.

I mentioned the atrocities alleged to have been
committed in Russia but he pleaded ignorance.
He knew about as much about German adminis-
tration in Russia as the average Englishman
knows about the British administration in India.
This should answer those people who maintain
that the German people are responsible for the
crimes committed in their name. The German
people do not know what is happening outside
Germany.

By the time we had reached our destination, I
was convinced that the German is no different
from us. He beclieves he. is fighting for his
existence—like us. He is convinced of the just-
ness of his cause—like us. He is fed with a
stream of pro-war propaganda—Ilike us. He has
been bombed—Ilike us.

During the whole of the journey, from the
time we collected the prisoners at the” camp,
marched them fourteen miles, taken -them on a
train journey and banded them over at the port,
a period of twenty-two hours, they had not had
a mouthful of food. I asked them if they had
been given anything ro e¢at for the journey at
the camp but the answer was in the negauve.
I will not comment on this or I may be accused
of being anti-British.

Yours fraternally,
GU
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A MELTZER

Cc-hﬂdgo: W‘:
Penrith: P.G. 5/.: Dover: A McK, 9/6: London:
GS5. 30/, EMB. 10/, Geteshead: JES,

PIRESS FUND

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER, 1944
London: 8 per C. M & Leadea Dok §
C.H & Hawthorae NJ.: CF -1/%/4 Londen
Park Sympathiie Getesress s 3 .
LW J 2/ s W Moentsie Agh

r. K Liverpooi At o N i -
; ) Loadon: J.b 10 Kngton: *4 ¥/
Leek: AR Loadoa tA MNorth =cod

H. 4 London: A M Loadon: & A 4
Scuthall 4 | pawick: W Loadon
| RW_ 4 London J 4 Norwich: P B S
4 Loadon: EF K Sualbery en-Themes: PP
2/6: Doncaster: M OT 4 BeMost: J B 876
Stratford-on-Aven: C C 4 Loades: F.C D 2/
Norwich: SV.P. 10/ Leadoa: F . 10/.: Loadon:
ES. 4/ Tring: WAR 2/ Combridge: C.J.H
8/6: Londen: S.C. & V.C. i0/-: Londen: | ¥ 4/

SH. 7/~ AE 4/

/6,
EMck. 2/6. J.C. 2/6, G.T, 2/ gdun \S. 4/
Shrowsbary: VB 1/3: B.LA: : 4’4%
SWT, €5 0 0: Watford: CHC, 1/ Le

WED. 4/5; Los A?d- Group JS. £7 8 2;
Deptford: BEW. 2/-: Kirkfleldbank: 0T, 4/
London: Park Sympethisers 2/8° Les Gatos
California: Group per LM. £12 7 0: London: F.H.
10/-; Chessington: D.M.W. 4/-: Bredbury: V.W.
14/-: Watford: G HC. |/ York: HAA. 10/
Ascot: Pta W, 6/10; Ford: W.S.H. 5/-; London:
F.C.D. 2/-; Nottingham: H.M. 3/4; London: J.A,
14/-; Glasgow; A.F. Group £5 0 0; 2nd List SOLI-

DARITY TICKET DRIVE £37 14 6.

Total September and October £86 10 1
TOTAL TO DATE £522 11 &
SOLIDARITY TICKETS

2Znd List

Aberdeen: M.L. 5/-; Accrington: C.R, 5/-; Birming-
ham: B.P.C. 4/-, B.C.L. 17/-; Bolton: RCS. 1/
Bradford: J.T. 5/-: Bristel: T.L. 5/-; Cambridge:
E.R. 5/-: Catterick: W.L. 5/-; Chichester: L. A.B.
2/-; Chipperfield: J.E.D. 5/-; Claygate: ER. 5/-;
Deal: A.G.S. 5/-; Eastbourne: B.F.B. 5/-: Edinburgh:
V.V. 40/-; Epping: J.M. 20/- Hillingdon: P.B. 2/6;
Huddersfield: A.L. 17/6; lHford: P.L. 5/-; Kenil-
worth: F.G.P. 5/-; Kilquhanity: A.H. 10/-; London:
M.F. 5/-, Mrs.M. 5/-, E.L. 2/-, Mrs.D. 4/-, J.C. 2/6,
K.CP. 2/- WH. 5/-, T.L. 2/-, M.L.B. 10/-, P.S.
10/-. NFR.5/-.AS.5/-. AF. £12 11 0, LJ.L. 5/-,
T.AY. 5/-. RR. 2/6, T.AMcC. 5/-, BB. 20/-,
EW.P. 20/-, RA. 2/-, J.C.C. 5/-; Lancaster: 1.G.
5/-, CS. 5/-, RS.P. 5/-; Laurieston: P.C. 5/-;
Leicester: R.G.S. 5/-: Manchester: FAA.  5/-
A.H. 5/-: Neath: F.R, 5/-; Oxford: DT. 5/-, JCR.
(Balliol) 5/-; Ruabeon: J.F.B. 5/-; Rhyl: HJ.G. 5/-;
Slough: B.A.M. 5/-; Southall: EB. 10/-; Southport:
T.D. 5/-; Stonehouse: A.F, 5/-; Sunbury: AP. 5/
Stockton-on-Tees: R.H.M. 5/-; Umtali (P.E. Africa):

LS. £5; Wantage: A.G. 5/-; Watford: T.G.P. 5/~
Woodbridge: W.G.W. 2/6 .

TOTAL OF 2nd LIST £37 14s. &d.

T. W. BROWN DEFENCE
FUND

We thank all comrades and friends who have
already contributed. May we again remind com-
rades that our appeal was for £200 to meet the
legal costs in our comrade’s case. All contribu-
tions should be sent to the FREEDOM PRESS,
27, Belsize Road, London, N.W.6. and clearly
marked “For T.W.B. Defence Fund™.

st LIST OF CO.\'TR!BC'_‘T.OR,\ ;
Leeds: M.F. 9/-; Stroud: SILR. 3/-; London:
J.H. £4; Glasgow: Anarchist Federation £10;

4 - ot r =
Wimbledon: E.M. £5; London: V.R. £2;
Anon: £1; London: v.T. (per V.R) £2—
TotaL — £24 12s. 0d.

e Er . London, B.1
Prited by Express Printers, b4 Wiiveonspel EIgD -

Published by Proedom Preas, 37 Bem.m



