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HE THREE-MONTH-OLD STRIKE

for union recognition at BSR. East
Kilbride has suffered throughout from
company intransigence, blackleg treach-
ery, union timidity and Government
indifference. The boys in blue have
been a further cross for the 850 men
and women to bear. On Wednesday,
November 12, the guardians of law,
order and capitalism, excelled even their
own dubious record. As the heavily-
guarded buses carrying the blacklegs
(who are, we are assured by the Sunday
Times, ‘human’) came down a road,
several of the striking women sat down
in an attempt to stop them. In waded
the police. One girl was manhandled
across the road and thrown, head first,
into a police van. Others were pushed
and kicked. The police had, they
claimed, been attacked. With such
vicious and dangerous missiles as flour
bags. Like proud tom cats, they den't
like getting their fancy uniforms dirty.

Mass arrests were made, 44 people, 33
of them women, were charged with ob-
struction and breach of the peace. Two
hundred of the now famous ‘dancing

been sw::h a feanm-. “of this struggle,
promptly marched on the East Kilbride
cop shop and the arrested people were
released pretty damn quick.

Three of the uniformed thugs have
been charged with assault. We can
only assume that the police are wild
because, basically, the workers have
won. It now looks almost certain that
BSR will be taken over by Plessey (a
firm which will recognise the union).
BSR is going to be orgamsed. All the
dirty little kicks and blows which the
police have aimed in the direction of
the pickets over the weeks have been
in vain. Were the lousy scenes of last
Wednesdzy the parting shot from the
police?

‘The fortunate fact* that BSR is to
‘be taken over by a more reasonable (7)
firm cannot, however, be allowed to
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POLICE WADE IN

miss the real issues of this
The idea that shiny new
to Scotland mean, by

era of prosperity
been scoiched. The fact is that firms
like  BSR come looking for cheap, un-
organised and usually female labour. In
this they receive the support
and financial Labour
Government

The Government has plaved it
ways over BSR. Wilson has expressed
his support for the strikers, put a few
bob in the strike fund and scuttled off
back to London. Judith Hart, the logal
MP, once asked the women. ‘What can
we do to help you? Please tell us.” They
told her, and she too fled. The response
of Barbara Castle has been to send in
the Industrial Relations Commission, in
the person of Blakeman, former labour
relations man at Fords and a vicious
enemy of the working class. Anvone
who hopes for justice from the holy
triumvirate of George Woodcock, Will
Paynter (former Stalinist and betrayer
of the Mineworkers) and car bosses’ man
Blakeman, must be daftt The BSR
-~ workers must not allow -themselves to
be talked back to work by an em-
barrassed Government whose ‘develop-
ment’ programmes have been exposed,
without receiving cast-iron guarantees
that there will be no victimisation, when
Plessey takes over, of the militants who
fought BSR.

Similar struggles to BSR are on the
cards, particularly in the new towns of
Glenrothes and Livingstone. There too.
in the shiny new factories built on
Government money, employers are hop-
ing to construct a new industrial feudal-
ism, based on non-union female labour.
The lessons of BSR must be learnt.

One bright aspect of the fight has
been the support received from stu-
dents who collected money and helped
in the pickets. This type of activity must
be extended.
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starve, firm measures must be taken
against those who tried to intimidate
those workers who also wished to exer-

to continue working. He felt than an
example must be taken in the present
instance—especially in view of the fact
that in certain other industries such dis-
graceful intimidation had only recently
been suppressed, and one must show the
determination of the authorities to pre-
vent all such insunou of wan!.oa law-
leuneis.

' The pxiaon;rst::;n therefore  com-

HE GREATEST ANTLWAR
demonstratiodS  in  American
history have \Ll‘“’-'d notice on Presi-
dent Nixon and the Pentacon that
millions of youl2 Americans are
sincerely and strongly opposed 1o
the continuation of the Vietnam war
by one single day

The Moratorium and the dz ays of
demonstration last weekend she ywed
a strength of feeling and a decree
of organisation Which could leave
no doubt in Nixon's mind that what
he is faced with 1S no longer the
expected nppmllll‘n of ‘extremists’.
but growing disgust at his delaying
tactics on the part of people of all
political opinions and of none. of
moderates and even of patriotic
squares.

Everyone who has ever had any-
thing to do with demonstrations
knows pcrfcc:l'\' well that the people
who actually take part in them are
only a small minotity of the num-
bers sympathetic 9 the cause. Nof
that we need to be too concerned
about numbers, which prove nothing
about the rightness or wrongness of
the cause, but they are important
inasmuch as they impress the oppo-
sition and the uncommitted
DIGNITY AND
SELF-DISCIPLINE

The tactics of the American
demonstrators were impressive in
themselves. The March of Death,
with each marcher carrying the
name of a dead GI, quietly “and with
dignity placed in a goffin and carried
Ihruu"h the streets of Washington,
must have hmught honu to many

of the ‘silent majogity’ that Nixon
leans._ou,. justsw, Ih.t-m.muL
pomtless struggle Vietnam

costing the USin terms of young
men’s lives,

Demonstrations ~ have  several
functions, but the most important
should always be to convert the un-
converted. Provocation and the
mindless shouting of slogans seldom
if ever do this, although they may
have other uses, like attracting
attention when your numbers are
small. But the American demon-
strators did not need this. They had
numbers, and there is nothing more
impressive and moving than a huge
crowd behaving with dignity and
quictness and self-discipline—espe-
cially when death and the mourning
of the dead is what it is all about.
Fortunately this mood prevailed.
There was little chanting of the
‘Victory to the Vietcong! variety
which has marred similar demon-
strations in this country and which,
while it tells us a lot about the
chanters, does nothing to convert
the unconverted. On the contrary,
open sympathy with the enemy, with
the very ones who are killing the
vast numbers of dead who are being
mourned, immediately brings hosti-
lity to a demonstration.

If public opinion is being wooed,
then we have to remember that
public opinion is nothing more than
ignorant  conformity. The silent
majority are the unthinking mass of
solid citizens, the apathetic, security-
minded. square, ﬁ%nﬁfg;mmg don’t-

j kuaws who,_ -
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SAVE LIVES, NOT FAGE

COME HOME GI!

taxes to send their sons to the
slaughter and accept with pride the

posthumously - awarded campaign
medal
These are the ones whose com-

placency has to be dented. To bend
their ears with cries of *Victory to
the Vietcong!™ is to strike terror into
their fatty hearts. But to make them
think that their sons died in vain—
that their sacrifice is for nothing,
this is the way to get them wavering
in their support for the establish-
".'."I'[:

‘PEACE WITH HONOUR®

Richard Nixon himself. after all, is
helping in this task. By some sleight
of hand he got himself elected with
the understanding that he was going
to bring the Vietnam war to an end
He has gone so far as to bring back

yme soldiers. He is seeking some
!-_‘I'lllh!.i for ‘Peace with Honour' in
a situation so dishonourable that it
would be a fit subject for cynical
laughter were it not for the fact that
every time he squirms another
hundred young men die

But what Nixon has done is to
betray at top level America’s loss of
morale. Shaken and bewildered by
their inability to win a war against
relatively poorly - equipped Asian
peasants who, by all military stan-
dards, should have been wiped out
years ago; conscious of growing
world disgust and contempt. even
yvour silent majority of middle
Americans wants out. They would
like to crawl away and lick their
wounds in some dark corner. But
when you are a mighty world power
\nll live in the \pntlnnht——md every-

body is going to laugh when Jou

et Ty T

‘Peace with Honour’ is a purely
political concept., being not con-
cerned with peace and impossible
to reconcile with honour. Tt is a
euphemism for squalid horse-dealing
—the sordid deal which will even-
tually, one supposes. come out of
the interminable Paris *peace’ talks.
When these latter began, inciden-
tally, we demonstrated our cynicism
by prophesying their failure, until
such time, that is, as both sides de-
cided the war had served its purpose.
We pointed out that for both the
Asian Communists (together with
Russia) and the Americans, the
Vietnam war fulfilled very useful
purposes and both sides had their
reasons for keeping it going. It has
been interesting to note recently that
whenever the Americans, for whom
the war has now genuinely outlived

- honour '

its usefulness, try to cool it, the Viet-
cong step up their offensives, mak-
ing it more, not less, difficult for the
‘doves’ of Washington to influence
the Pentagon
THE PERSON INVOLVED

So the decision must be taken out
of the hands ecither of the doves of
Washington or the hawks of the
Pentagon—or the politicians  of
Saigon or Hanoi. Last week's
demonstrations show conclusively
that very large numbers of American
citizens have already decided where
their country’s honour lies. They do
not want peace to be bought with
thousands more dead American con-

scripts.  They want their sons and
lovers back where they once be-
longed. Back home

Ilf the vast majority of the demon-
strators were young then there is
this much to be said for them: they
are of the same generation as the
young Gls doing the fighting and
dying in Vietnam. And the young
Gls should be asking themselves
what the hell they are doing there,
when the whole world knows that,
short of starting a nuclear war in
Asia, American victory in Vietnam
is impossible. They are being used,
and their deaths are being used,
purely in a holding operation while
the politicians haggle for bargains
like vultures at a rotting carcase,

There is still one voice we want
to hear raised against the Vietnam
war: that of the American soldier.
Simply to wear black armbands.
while their contemporaries demon-
strate in the cities back home is not
enough. The American forces can

"«Ul't.ly no lungcr helieve in the war

-V
means
action agamst it.

The GI is the person mvolved
He it is who does the shooting and
gets shot. He it is who uses napalm,
drops the bombs, Fcrpclratcs the
atrocities, destroys villages—and gets
killed or mutilated for his pains,
We now know—and he now knows
—it is for nothing in. terms of
honour.

The only honourable thing for
American soldiers to do is to come
home. Leave the war, leave the fox-
holes and the fighting, the raping
and the killing. Walk away from it.
Run away from it. Fight your way

out if need be. Seize helicopters aud

planes, cars, trucks and trains. F

down the curtain in the theatre

war and come home! =
- JusTin.

TH.E FUSS and feathers has sub!ldcd
over the election of Mr. Halloran
for North Islington and he is not going

to resign J;uv'_uat even tiwnah 1113‘

nomination was ‘fiddled.
 There has now come to lshtmmn
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older so its mind develops.

The question is who, how, or what is
responsible for its attitudes and beliefs as
The authoritarian out-
look, the colour prejudice, always on

it grows older.

the look-out for a charismatic leader.

It can be argued that in a child’s in-
fancy its mind is in the possession of
Father and mother have all
the answers, they know best. For good
behaviour, rewards are given, and for
Therefore these two
basic thoughts arc instilled at an early

its parents.

bad, punishment.

age. The point that good or bad are
relative terms is not considered.

Religion is introduced or rather re-
inforced through Sunday school. Whilst
mum and dad may not profess to be
religious, their moral judgements and
values arc based on Christian ethics.

School is the first major step in the
‘take over’ of the mind. The competitive
spirit is introduced from the very begin-
ning. The best coloured drawings are

hung on the wall and/or plus the system
of coloured stars for good work, Child-
ren are then able to make comparisons.

In the production of school plays or
pantos, whilst every child in the class
may be taking part, the children who
have the speaking parts are the stars,
When the parent is told by the child
that he or she is in the school play the
first question that is asked is, "How much
do you have to say?’

At this early age, if a child attempts
to use its own mind in the sense that
it has no interest in a certain activily,
it is classified as troublesome. There was
an old cliché often used, ‘They tame
lions at school.’ In 1969 they do not
tame ‘with stick and book'; more soph-
isticated methods are used, such as being
‘dropped’ from a school outing or foot-
ball team.

From the junior school upwards the
pressure starts to build up. As far as
the child is concerned it may not be
conscious of the fact at this stage, but
the education system know what it wants
—CSE and GCE passes. The bright
students forge ahead, the others trail
behind, they are the ‘duffers’ the tragedy

R

IInve we a mind of our own?

IF ONE accepts the fact that for all
intents and purposes the mind of a
new-bormn baby is blank, then it is reason-
able to suppose that as the baby grows

being that the cpildren believe this
themselves.

Entrance for higher education is very
selective, the argumgnt being that there
are not enough macgs for everyone who
wishes to go, By selection it is hoped
that those selecteq will serve the system.
There are some students selected who
do not see educytjon in quite that way,
they are mainly from the Social Studies
courses, whose ultjmate aim may not be
involved in the ryt race of commerce,
industry and higher civil service.

What in fact does the education
system turn out? Conformity! Brain-
washed fodder for the system. Scientists
with little or ne gocial consciousness.
Those who do query their position and
their values are foreed by circumstances
to prostitute their gkill.

This is the society we have drifted
into, our minds are not our own. The
majority of us are conditioned (o the
striving for materjal wealth. Confidence
in ourselves as a person is slowly being
eroded. What society or the system
spews forth we acgept. Punishment for
crime, acceptance of State-nominated
enemies. Imposed priorities, Polaris as

S e P S e e

LETTERS

The Face of the Fuzz

Dear Editors,

Yesterday 2,000 people went to St
Helens rughy ground, Swansea, to demon-
strate against apartheid in sport. Instead
they were given a demonstration of
state-instructed police violence.

The demonstrators marched along from
the Guildhall to the rugby ground; as the
first ranks began to pass the main en-
trance, they spread, arms linked, to fill
the width of the road; the police, like-
wise, linked arms to contain the crowd,
the sway went back and forth.

1 was for this to go on either
until the police ranks broke, or our spirit

What happened mw

I’ the police, obviously nervous and in-

experienced in such matters. started grab-
bing people arbitrarily from the crowd
(usually those with the longest, most
obtainable hair) and viciously dragged
them off, presumably to arrest. Violence
then amassed as demonstrators tried to
rescue their victimised comrades. One

grabbed by two policemen, was
pulled back by the crowd until a smiling
fuzz put an arm around her throat.

After that state violence reigned.
Police tactics were wild and stupid in
trying to contain various marching fac-
tions and more clashes occurred.

One even heard demonstrators shouting
to the police 1o ‘relax and keep their
cool’. Demonstrators who were arrested
were dragged away to a hut inside the
ground 1o await police vans (one of the
demonstrators was thrown out again five
minutes later, a bleeding crumpled mass).
Police obviously didn't want him in

court. This incident nauseated several
girls, one of whom was taken away in a
state of hysteria, to the jeers of police
lining the road.

For many of the crowd this was their
first demo, and they, along with various
local spectators, looked with disbelief at
the actlcms of Britain's ‘wonderful police-
men’.

They at least, in the future will have
no doubt as to the ‘true face of the fuzz'.

Best wishes,
CAROL WHITE.

DEMONSTRATION

Dear Comrades,

I am writing to you about our cam-
paign for the release of Eduardo Cruzeiro,
a Portuguese deserter from the colonial
army, who is at present imprisoned in

Spain and is to be extradited to Portugal
on December 24 this year.

We are organising a demonstration {o
demand his release and that of Inacio
Palma, a Portuguese militant who has
been involved in armed struggle against
the fascist regime in Portugal since 1947,
he too has been arrested and imprisoned
by Franco's police and is awaiting their
decision on a request for his extradition
made by the Portuguese Government.
In more general terms the demonstration
will demand an end to the Portuguese
military aggression in Angola, Mozam-
bigue and Guinea-Bissau and the grant-
ing of immediate independence to these
countries. We will also be protesting at
the British complicity in these brutal
wars of oppression.

We hope that you will be able to give
us your full support for this demonstra-
tion by publishing an announcement in
FreepoM and by mobilizing as many
people as possible to attend. The demon-
stration will be held on Sunday. Novem-
ber 30, assembling at 2.30 at Hyde Park
Corner and marching to the Spanish and
Portuguese Embassies in Belgrave Square.

Yours fraternally,

JosE Lorgnzo.

AFRAID ?

HE ‘PEOPLE SHOW’ is on the road

again—an incoherent experience, diffi-
cult to describe but nevertheless effective
and thought-provoking. A zany revival
of an Edwardian seaside pier show de-
scribes the initial impact, complete with
large multi-coloured plastic beach balls
and a scene depicting what the butler
might have seen if he had been a fervent
voyeur. When it started off, upstairs at
the Royal Court, they—that is, the cast

of four—began the show by bursting out
at the audience, hurling themselves
through the exit doors, where we stood,
to drag us to our places, chattering wildly
and bombarding us with beach balls. The
cast wore lace-up boots, tights, jockstraps
and flying shirt tails. They soon had us
happily excited like kids waiting for an
outing and joining in with a barrage of
sleazy old music-hall warm-up songs.
Continsed on page 4

opposed to hospitals,  Attitudes 1o
abortion, hanging, homosexuality, wo-
men and war are all laid down from a
Christian or pseudo-Christian ideology.
The appeal to conscience in attitudes to
employers, parliament and country is
carefully considered and used.

Most of our lives are spent at work
where the majority of us are reduced to
‘automatons’. We grumble but we
accept, a penny or twopence an hour
keeps us quiet for a while till we need
a few more pence. The idea of workers’
control is regarded as lunatic by the
majority of people, we are taught to
believe this is impossible, master and
man working together for the good of
the master is the only success story.

Mass circulation newspapers and
magazines stimulate our material desires,
consistently pushing and probing. Adver-

tising is accepted by the mn]orny as
harmless but perhaps wasteful in that
with less advertising goods may be
cheaper. Advertising is not seen in terms
of mind-bending and brainwashing,

What of language itself? Rebels on
the one hand or patriots on the other,
War and murder, same words used by
different people to describe the same
things,

The point I have been trying to make
is that our minds are not our own and
as life becomes more sophisticated the
less chance we have of regaining pos-
session. Science fiction may look into
the future but so did H. G. Wells and
Jules Verne. Our future is in the hands
of the younger generation, if their edu-
cation is the same as ours then some
science fiction will indeed be fact.

BiLL CHRISTOPHER.

MONEY MATTERS

SUBS TO RUN FROM JAN. 1
T THE RISK of boring the pants

off our readers, which would be
unkind now that the weather has
turned so wintry, we are going to
return week after week to this bor-
ing question of money. Which we
do after all only because we want
to go on producing FREEDOM week
after week—on, on into the Twenty-
first Century. The only thing that
can save us or some other masochist:
from this fate would be for you to
make THE revolution so that we
can put our feet up.
In the meantime, and to be brut-
ally frank and honest, we are going
to have to find the courage to make

ourselves unpopular and take un-
popular measures in order to get
our economy out of the mess in
which thirteen years of Tory mis-
rule have . oh, sorry, we were
typing from the wrong script. Per-

haps you didn’t know that we wrote
Harold’s speeches for him? Well, it
helps create a bad image.

Anyway, we hope that last week
you got the message about the price
of FREEDOM being not eternal vigi-

lance, but ninepence as from
January 1. And Anarchy will go up
to three shillings, but nulmlmg

postage for subscribers.

There is one other little adjust-
ment we want to announce this
week. For convenience of admini-

stration in our under-staffed office,
we are going to introduce a system
of making all subscriptions run
either from January 1 for annual
subs or from July 1, to accommo-
date six-monthly subs.

Next week we shall publish details
of exactly how we hope this brilliant
scheme will work. Its purpose is
not merely to streamline our sub
accounts, but also to enable us to
budget ahead through each year. If
we get a lovely great lump of money

in on January 1. we shall be able to
plan for our six-page, improved
Freepom through that year, with a

booster on July 1, and, we hope,
new subs topping up the till as we
go along

But plmu remember: our Press

Fund list is open 365 days every
year, with an extra opportunity for
contributions on Leap Year!

OUR TARGET FOR

CHRISTMAS:

£1000

AMOUNT RECEIVED

SO FAR:

£145

SEND US YOUR POOR, YOUR

OLD, YOUR POOR OLD TEN-
SHILLING NOTES. WE ARE
TRYING TO COLLECT TWO
THOUSAND OF THEM FOR

CHRISTMAS.
TN S S

Dockers,
please help!

PRESS FUND
November 10-17

Glasgow: A.J. 2/-; Herlev: J.R. 3/6; Wael-
verhampton: K. & C.F. £1/2/-; IL.K.W. 2/-;
1.L. 3/-; Taunton Group: 10/-; Cambridge,

Mass.: D.P. £4; Todmorden: G.B. £2;
Sheffield: J.G. £1; London, N.W.3: D.R.
£5; Llanwrtyd Wells: E.S. H. 2/6; Dowally:

H.M.B. 3/-; Reading: D.H. 3/4; Oxford:

D.R. £1/15/6; D.S. 10/-; Blackburn: ].G.
£1; Camberwell: J.R.P. £20.

Total: £37 6 4

Previously Acknowledged: £108 1 6

Total to date: £145 7 10
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OW MANY TIMES have you heard

politicians and political commenta-
tors refer to ‘our’ exports, or ‘our’
industry, or ‘our’ country? How often
have workers been told that it is un-
patriotic to strike and thereby harm ‘our’
balance of payments? And how long
have the Tories been promising us a
‘property-owning democracy’, and the
Labour Party equality and ‘social
justice’?

Indeed, the mass media has repeated
these shibboleths and glib phrases so
often and for so long that very few
people ever stop and ask themselves:
‘Whose country?’ or ‘Whose industry?’
or ‘Whose exports?’ or “Whose balance
of payments?’ But if they did, they
would have to admit that the wast
majority of the people of this and all
other countries have no material or
financial stake in the country at all. They
would be forced to the conclusion that

they | hlm—: or almost nothing, to
be tbout, that they own little
more than 1hur skins and the ability 1o

for someone else. Most of us are

nly propertyless in the means of
ction and distribution, but we own
anything else as well
no industries and
hh itings

little of
no expe

And despite the
the al parties

precio
We h

no countr

(inc

Quesiions & Answers

A R:ddle P
‘1

i I 16 edi of
=¥ LX)y be 1 1
! the New Year (theirs Oor ours)
OUR REQUIREMENTS-
THEIR REQUISITIONS
Sguatters (piclured here)

I_;[ﬁl-’;i!lr_i'\-
have be with Possession

Order - eight day

Here (in the picture) they -|..|.r! con
fidently outside theéir home—now they
are served with the individually
s0 that may be separated, homeless and
ance more un . 7

How do vou feel about all this?

DOES THIS SHOCK YOU?

(‘()l__."\f!l.[”k.“- who were clected as
— Tories will now represent the
National Front in Wandsworth Council
The electors should demand their
resignation but will they? Is this an
exceptional circumstance; who does your
councillor represent and who I§ weidring

WHOSE COUNTRY

had an average holding (in property or
cash) of only £107. And this in an era

of so-called affluence and the ever-
increasing production of consumer
goods.

But, you may ask: ‘“What has the

party of social reform, the party of the

common man, of the workers, got to
say about all this?’
LABOUR PARTY ADMITS

In August this wear, the Labour

Party’s own publication, Economic Brief,
admitted that, after five years of Labour
Government: ‘Although the past five
years of Labour Government has wit-
nessed tremendous expansion of the
social services, major reforms in the
tax system and increased growth and
efficiency of the public sector, Britain
remains a society in which there are very
sharp divisions of wealth and income.
According to the latest official estimates

nearly a third of the total personal
wealth—£27,600 million out of £83,700
million—is owned by the richest one

per cent of all adults and the richest ten
per cent own 74 per ¢ent. At the other
end of the scale nearly 60 per cent of

all adults appear to have little or no
recorded wealth at all.’

Economic Brief continues: ‘Income
statistics reyeal much the same pattern.

0,000 incomes over
a million families—a quarter

In 1966 there were 4
£10,000, ye

f whom three or more children—
had to 1 ge on under £700 a vear.
f solely upon personal
8 ading. The

} economic in-
pital accumu-
f \1\[|'<|I'H1L

. The
industrial

ibution. Only

. i 1.8 million
ults {under fis per cent of all adults)

.
whose mask”

A GLIMMER OF HOPE
‘WF are good people as good people
go' (letter in FREEDOM, November
9, 1969). But we must sort oul utopia
from present reality so that our desire to
impart correct information may bring
about the free (anarchist) world we de-
sire 1o live in

T.W.J.

Some Morality !

CUMRAIJES WILL HAVE heard of
the savage fines dished out 1o the
demonstrators at the Springboks Leicester
match. ‘Obstruction” at £20 and “Threat-
ening Behaviour’ at £50 shows the atui-
tude of our ‘impartial’ law. Comrades in
court were told by the august preservers
of law and order that no matier what
they said in their defence it would not be
taken into consideration. They were not
concerned with the morality of the casc.
However, when one comrade was charged
for get:ing into the ground without a

ticket, it seemed that attitudes changed

somewhat. ‘We cannot consider this as
an isolated act as the fact there was a
demonstration in progress is material to

the case.’ This comrade, it should be

was m'uud by Rugby Union
obviously enjoyed llnir

new-found responsibilities, judging by
their enthusiastic use of techniques learnt
in the rugby scrum.

Possibly the heavy fines have been im-
posed in an attempt to recoup some of
the £60,000 that the taxpayers are ex-
pecied to have to pay towards the State's

defence of Apartheid tours in this
country.

Once again we see the leaders of a
demonsiration, quite  understandably

afraid for their own necks, wishing to
divert the march from its real objective.
These ‘leaders’, thankfully rejected by the
majority of the demonstrators, are easy
prey from the coercive forces of the Stite
—surely a good argument against any
concept of such leadership.

LouGHBOROUGH LIBERTARIAN GROUP.

directly own industrial ordinary shares.
Between them this SMall group directly
own about half the 'Otal stock of equity.
Their stake in June: 1969, amounted to
£15,000 million, Each one per cent in-
crease in overall shiTe prices thus adds
a further £160 million o their wealth
and since the end ©f 1966, despite the
recent setback in shaT€ prices, they have
gained no less than £5,000 million,’

Yes, indeed, those People who do own
Britdin have—despite their usual com-
plaining—done veryY Wwell out of ‘our’
Labour Government But then, Labour's
got ‘soul’ to help them!

- . .

Surprisingly to sOme, no doubt, the
proportion of owners 10 non-owners of
wealth in this counity has not changed
appreciably over the last 70 vyears. In
1900, about B0 per eent of the real
wealth was owned by about five per cent.
Moreover, the inherited element in most
large fortunes is as Significant now as
it was over 40 yearsiago, Today, as in
the past, if you ¢hoose the wrong
parents, then vou've had it!

I. R. Revell also reveals that property
incomes are even more highly concen-
trated than property Ownership, so much
so that the richest ten per cent of the
population actually receive 99 per cent
of all property income. And The
Economist estimates that only five per
cent of fortunes under £10,000 consist
of company shares. Compared with 56
per cent of all fortunes over £250,000.
Percentagewise, the ‘rich are getting
richer and the poor are getting poorer—
despite (or because 0f?) Labour’s tax
policies,

NATIONALISATION
OF INDUSTRIES

Many people, particularly during the
first post-war Laboup Government, be-
lieved that the Bank of England, the
railways, the coal mines, etc., belonged

to them, to ‘us’. [Eabour politicians
claimed that, because these industries
and concerns had been nationalised, they
belonged to ‘the nm[’lie to ‘the nation’.
But, of course, they don't. Nationalisa-

Recorrection

HATE the interminable wrangles that

go on in FREEPOM as much as any-
one—the fact that I am about to contri-
bute to one could ecasily have been
avoided by the Editers and R.B. checking
their facts before putting things in the
paper.

Everything | wrol

in Freepom's AFB
report on Ireland wits stated by the Irish
very well on the

comrde who spo

scene over there, Perhiups R.B, knows
more about it than he does—but it is
interesting that the Irish comrades have
not  disowned my reporting  of  the

sitbation. L}

Point by point—it WAS stated by him,
not me, that 1S groups were working in-
side PD. I did not mean to imply—even
by the use of word ‘faction”—that
anarchists were anything but an integral
part of PD. It s0 stated that anur-
chists were involved with the Derry
Squat. -

Therefore, R
conceptions’ for
there? As you

.3-

tion, with or without cmnpmml:iaﬁ s
not social or common ownership, &ot

‘socialism’, as many imagined and per-
hitps still imagine. Nationalisation is
State ownership, something  entirely

different. And, moreover, despite popular
belief to the contrary, profitability is all-
important. Coal is not produced to use
(although, of course, it is used) but for
sale with a view to profit. If you or I
cannol afford to buy fuel extracted from
‘our’ coal mines, then we will just have
to freeze.

Nationalised and public property, so-
called, amounts to around 42 per cent
of the total wealth of the country. But,
as Robin Blackburn has observed in his
essay, ‘The Unequal Society’, the
National Debt actvally exceeds the
value of all public property by 14 per
cent—£28 million as against £21 million
in 1966. So you see, all public property,
including the nationalised industries, is
mortgaged to the private, avowedly
capitalist, sector—just like most of the
‘Little Boxes' and bungalows which so
many of us seem to imagine belong to
us, but which really belong to the
Building Societies and the finance com-
panies.

Of course, a country or nation is not
only bricks and mortar, real estate, car
factories or coal mines. It is also people;
the people who produce and distribute
and administer the wealth. It is tradition
and custom and beautiful (and ugly)
scenery as well, although it isn't much
compensation to the homeless, the un-
employed or even an emploved worker
with a 2S-year mortgage, to extol the
beauties of the Yorkshire moors, the
Mountains of Mourne or the Lochs of
Inverness if he cannot afford to wisit
them. Nor does it matter whether we
are ‘true-born’ Anglo-Saxons (as the
Fascists are always telling us that we
Britons are) or immigrant ‘wogs’ if we
are unable to pay the rent of ‘our” house
or apariment.

So, when politicians and political com-
mentators start telling you about ‘your
balance of payments, ‘your experts or
‘your’ country, don't fall for it. 'Cos
unless you belong to that very small
minority of the population who do own
the land, the buildings and the means
of production and distribution, you
haven't got one.

PeETER NEWELL.

TR N SN S R T N R N L T M

report was only a write-up of these
minules, written at the time things were
being said—because it wus about the
only time during the entire two days
when everyone shul up and listened to
a good speiker with far more first-hand
experience of the Irish situation than
R B. (who has been (o Ireland) or me
(who has not). I just wrote down what
he suid us he said it

1 understand R.B. was a little narked,
1o say the least, at my using his name in
the report  without his
which is why I have given
initinls here. For lhlt—l,ml

1 apologise—the re '
reports stands, l.l least as
concerned. It is not m
AFB

any book in

we can s_upply

SECONDHAND

We have a large stock of
books. Try us for what you want.
weeks selection,

The Origins of Art  Gene Weltfish 15/~
The Crazy Mirror: Hollywood
Comedy and the American Image
Raymond Durgnat
Promised Land: Notes for a M
of Hollywood Cedric d}—
The Ballet-Lover’s Companion
Kay Ambrose 3/6
Tonight the Ballet Adrian Stokes 3/
First Steps in Ballet
Ruth French & Felix Demery 3/
Acton: the Formative Years A
David Mathew 3/~
Aneurin Bevin: Cautious Rebel
: Mark M. Krug 10/~
A Little Nut-Brown Man _ i
[Lord Beaverbrook] C. M. Vines 5/—
Richard Carlile, Agitator
Boswell's London Journal
(ed.) F. A. Politle 10/-
Essay on Clive Lord Macaulay  3/-
The Memoirs of Benvenuto Cellini  3/-
Richard Cobden  Richard Gowing 3/-
Four Years in Parliament with
Hard Labour (1890) _
C. W. Radcliffe Cooke 3/-
Cripps: a Portrait and a Prospect - 8
Froom Tyler 3/6
The Life SﬁonrolWillClmm :
George Haw  3/-
Life of Richard Cobden John Mo:ley i

Freedom bookchop-
D S R R
HERE WE ARE!

Note new telephone number:
BiShopsgate 9249

Saturday, 10 am-4 p.m.

FREEDOM PRESS

are the publishers

of the monthly magazine

ANARCHY

and the weekly journal

FREEDOM

specimen copies will be o2a
sent on request.

/6
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HE propaganda war against the
dockers over their ban on cer-
tain modernised methods mainly in
Tilbury is hotting up. Two Conser-
vative MPs in successive weeks have
slammed the dockers and got wide
publicity in the press. Predictably.
only part of the story has been told.
The ban applies to all future
agreements for individual berths
which involve drastic reduction in
manning—until ALL dockers in the
Port of London get similar security
to those on ‘productivity’ (reduced
manning) deals.

The effect of this has successfully
pressured the employers into im-
proving their offer to all dockers to
£36 for a 31l-hour week for fully
fit men, and £27 10s. for light duty

TR
Gontact Golumn

This column exists for mutoal aid.
Donations towards cost of typesetting
will be welcome.

Comrade wanted wrgently—to translate
‘Der Freiheitliche Syndikalismus im
Wohlfahrisstaat’. Box No. (1

Wanted: Budgic and cage for long term
prisoner. Phone Ros 01-229 8512

Anyone interested in forming an Anar-
chist group in Exeter please contact
Dave, 13A Northernhay Street,
Exeter

Hisiory Workshop. Saturday. November
29-Sunday, November 30, Ruskin Col-
lege. Oxford. Oxfordshire Poachers,
London anarchists, Paris Commune.
Victorian Puobs, Australian Bandits,
Shoemaker Chartists. Jude the Oh-
scure. Papers by E. J. Hobsbawm,
Gwyn Williams. Ruskin Students,
etc. Folk Song. Workers, students.
teachers welcome. Sleeping floor
accommodation. Details from His-
tory Workshop, Ruskin College

“Synic’: Fortnightly libertarian broadsheet
information service for the left from
Freedom Press and left workshops.
Subscription 17/6 per annum. Any
articles, dates or orders to: ‘Synic’,
Room 209, Abbey House, Victoria
Street, SSW.1.

American anarchist student in England
in January, seeks employment, pre-
ferably working with communica-
tions medis. Wrile Michael Board,
B37 College Street, Beloit, Wisc,
§3511, USA, before December 1,
1969.

Prisoners for Peace Day. List available
from Freedom Press. Send greeting
cards of support and solidarity.

Poster Warkshop Calendar. Out Now.
One Fighting Poster for each month,
in black, red and blue. 7/6 each. at
least. Send to Alison Waghorne.
9 Lyme Terrace, N.W.1.

Urgent. Help fold and dispatch Frernom
every Thursday from 4 p.m, onwards,
Tea served

Workers’ Mutual Aid pamphlet 1/- each
from Freedom Press.

Will unyone who thinks police have ex-
ceeded their duty (like vindictively
abjecting to bail, etc.), please contact
Jake at 3 Osborn Street, London, E 1.

Visits Please! Three of five squaticrs
remanded in custody do not have
family in London, and would wel-
come  visits.  Brixton: Diarmuid
Breatnach (‘Buzz'); Ashford Remand
Centre, Midd David  Griffiths,

‘Michael Ali. For rota please phone

Sonis Markbam at RENown 2014,

camed.)

Dock Strife
Hots Up

men. This is a lot better than their
original offer of about £25 for a
longer working week plus a bonus
dependent on productivity.

Without the ban on reduced man-
ning deals the employers could have
continued to pay higher rates of pay
only to those men on container
berths and package timber berths
where 15 men do in a day the work
of 125 men over two weeks under
conventional methods. The rest of
the dockers would continue to get
just piecework earnings with a
minimum of £17 guaranteed

The press and Members of Parlia-
ment have devoted a great deal of
publicity to the container berths
which have been hit by the ban
They have not seen fit to mention
those which were agreed before the
ban and are now working normally.
At Tilbury alone there are at least
seven container services and three
package timber berths all working
on vastly reduced manning (see
picture of a container ship being
loaded for America at Tilbury).

The men at these berths are only
a very small proportion of the total
number of dockers but they have
been working excessive overtime
This, coupled with the labour-saving
machinery. means they have been
doing fantastic tonnages. The fear
of the majority of the men is that
there will be less and less work left
over for them and, as they rely on
piecework, their earnings could fall
until they get only the £17 guarantee.

[t was because of this that the ban
was imposed on further reduced
manning deals until the rest of the
men did not rely on piecework. As
can be seen, this has had the effect
of greatly improving the employers’
offer of a set wage instead of piece-
work earnings and the dockers are
now voting by post on whether to
accept it

Yet Conservative MP, Mr. Ian
Lloyd (Langstone), calls this ‘a new
and much more sinister version of
the Mafia, in which industrial black-
mail is being substituted for the gun,
in which neither managemenl nor
trade unions can exercise their legi-
timate authority, and in which it is
quite clear that the State, and the
State alone, can take action’.

Of course charges of blackmail’
and ‘holding the country lo ransom’
are always being levelled at workers
who don't do exactly what the
employers want. Such a charge
from the small minority who own
the factories and industry and only
allow people to work on their con-
ditions (the owners') is surely the
ultimate cheek. If that is not hold-
ing people to ransom, what is?

Through firm bargaining and the
courage to back it up with action
the dockers have achieved a privi-
leged position in the working class,

Maybe other workers should learn

their lesson apout militancy and
solidarity. It myst also be remem-
bered that the dockers’ wages do not
compare quite sp favourably with
the managers who tell them what
work to do ragher than do it

Mr. Lloyd's remarks about the
union being ungble lo exercise its
legitimate authority are completely
ill-informed. For it was the union
itself (TGWU) ghat imposed the ban

As for unjops not exercising
authority over leir members, this is
a common statement nowadays. Is
it too much to expect in our ‘demo-
cracy’ that it should be the other
way round — mpembers controlling
their unions? Many seem (o think
democracy means electing a dictator
to decide things for you and tell
you what to do rather than clecting
a representative (p act in accordance
with your wishes.

Mr. David Mitchell (Conservative
MP for Basingstoke) has accused
the Government of being dilatory in
dealing with the ban.

But the prize for the most stupid
remarks must go to Mr. Klaas De
Waal. a shipping manager in
Amsterdam, He said: ‘In our world
evervthing is changing except our
attitudes, our way of thinking. It is
this mental short-circuit that has led
to the birth of the hippie. but which
also lies behind the refusal of Til-
bury dockers to load container ships.
The reactions of the beatnik and
the docker are precisely the same—
a rejection of madern technology.’

All the reasons for the ban out-
lined above are ignored, It's simply
a rejection of modern technology!
As if dockers prefer straining their
backs and lift heavy cargoes to
hooking a crane on to a container
(a standardised box containing
cargo) and letting the machine do
all the work.

As for the employers—they have
only introduced modern technology
where the profits from it are enor-
mous. They have not gone out of
their way to introduce it on such
jobs as bags of cement or rock ore
where men still lift tons a day with
their bare hands. Yet the employers
are not accused of rejecting modern
technology in these cases

Even more revealing are Mr. De
Waal's remarks on plans to nation-
alise the docks. “This is not a com-
munistic country,” he says. ‘Mr.
Marsh should understand that we
are not in shipping or stevedoring
because we want to do our job pro-
perly for the nation. We are in
shipping to make profits®

Barely two minutes later he said:
“There should be an explicit willing-
ness to co-operate and a real wish
on the part of the trade unions to
compromise with the national in-
terest in mind.’

In his praise for private enterprise
and competition he did not mention
that all the shipping lines that run
container services between Europe
and Australia have joined together
to form the single Australian Con-
tainer Service. In other words com-
petition ceases and a monopoly is
established.

Also the unions have ‘co-operated’
—seven container services and three
package timber berths are working
at Tilbury. But no, it's the old
story—the employers do not have to
‘do their job for the nation’ but the
workers must ‘compromise with the
national interest in mind’.

PORTWORKER .

Let's Join the Human Race!

OHN TAYLOR, the London Welsh,
Wales, and British Lions wing for-
ward, has decided that he cannot play
aguinst the South African Rughy Union
team for reasons of conscience  and

politics.

A corporal who went absent without
leave in Northern Irelund because he did
not wish 1o open fire on unarmed people,
was sentenced yesterday to be reduced 1o
the ranks. The finding and sentence are

- - .

ment, pleaded guilty o being AWOL,
Making a plea in mitigation, Captain
Reginald Palmer read o statement by
Corporal Phillips in which he said: ‘My
absence is entirely my own fault and 1
have pleaded gujiry to the charge. 1 ex-
pect 1o be punished.
‘I could nol ip gl honesty as a soldier
open fire on ur e responsible for apen-
i od people which 1 con-
own people who, when
me personally or
{ were armed

for Workers’ Gontrol
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Review :

OCCUPATION

AT FHLINT

N IMPORTANIT
|

side of history is
4% the lessons which can be learned
and the application of this knowledge
to present-day events and circumstances
History never quile repeats itself
For this reason, the Solidarity Pam-
phlet, “The Great Flint Sit-Down Against
( : 1936-37"* 15 an im-
not only in the
se, but also as a contribu-
tion to  the discussion concerning
effective methods of industrial action
The preface to the pamphlet says: ‘We
hope that reinforced by knowledge the
current discussion on tactics will soon
culminate in some really effective action.’
Workers in this country, miners
excepted, have not used the occupation
of the work place as a means of
struggle. On the continent, where
anarcho-syndicalist propaganda and in-
fluence was much more widespread, the
use of occupation was correspondingly
more frequent. Most recent examples
were, of course, in France in May 1968
and this vear in laly
Tactics are important for the choice
could either mean victory or defeat for
a particular struggle. Certainly they all
have their drawbacks and each should
be examined critically, assessing their
vilue to circumstances. From a revolu-
tionary standpoint, occupation is a step
towards workers’ control, for instead of
the workers being locked out, it is the
employers. The workers gain physical
control of the place of work. 1t is a
direct challenge to the so-called right
of the bosses to manage and gives those
in occupation far greater command of
the situation than if they were man-
ning the picket line. [t also makes it
easier Lo prevent scabs from moving in

and the presence of expensive machinery
will make any employer think twice
before taking action to dislodge the
ocoupiers

Another important aspect which comes
over in the pumphlet is that an occupa-
tion helps to keep the control of the
dispute in the hands of the rank and
file and prevents the union officials from
getting the upper hand. As such, it
js only successful if the rank and file
participate fully and remain active in the
organising and running of the occu-
pation

The pamphlet, an abridged version of
one published by the Radical Education
Project and which appeared in o 1967
issue  of the American magazine
Progressive Labour, gives a good factual
account of the General Motors oceu-
pation, The main point of the dispute
was the recognition and negotiating
rights of the United Auto Workers, It
was a struggle for industrial unionism,
even against the craft unions of the
American Federation of Labour. At
that time, the bureaucratic lendencies
of the Auto Union were not so prevalent,
but now it and other industrial unions
have become the controllers of labour.
Even today the fact that industrial
unionism is not just the answer has not
been grasped by many trade unipnists
who still consider this as a path to
salvation.

As Solidarity points out, the pamphlet
should not be taken as a ‘blueprint for
today’s struggles. What it does is to
show how effective the weapon of occu-
pation was on that occasion at Flint

P.T.
*From Freedom Press, Price | /-, Postage
Extra.

DURRUTTI

JULY 14, 1896—
NOVEMBER 20, 1936

ERY LITTLE seems to be available

in English about Durrutii Both the
time he spent as a fugitive from Europ-
eun and South American governments
and as captain of the anarchic army on
the Aragon front in the civil war/revolu-
tion in Spain are dealt with as footnotes
in varied books, presenting few and
conflicting unecdotes.  So until  such
time as a linguistic comrade can pro-
duce a biography, it must be sufficient to
reproduce part of an interview with &
journalist from the Toronto Star, pub-
lished in September 1936

I odo nor expect any help for a
libertarian revolution from any govern-
ment i the  world,  Mayvbe  the
conflicting {nterests of the varfous ini-
peciaisms might have some influence
in our struggle. That is quite possible.
Franco  is duing  his best 1o drag
Eurape into the conflict. He will not
hesttate 1o picch Germuany against uy.
But we expect no hdp} nov even' from

our governnient in the lase analysis. . |

We have always lived in ifhriu- and

AFRAID
Continued from page 2

But then the mood switched—a helpless
‘thingy’, a deformed creature of no good
account, appeared and soon got into a
sack—with superb visual effect. Spotlit
and writhing, it made its way to the lap
of the nearest lady and clung like &
molluse to a rock. )

The tension of unpredictability in-
creased as the demarcation between ‘us’
and ‘them' became narrow and in some
instances crossed altogether. There was
a strip scene done with peaceful delibera-
tion down to the last pubic hair. After
which, the naked couple picked up their
clothes and stole softly away. It was then
one began to notice a certnin uneasiness
in a man at the back of the room, a note
of hostility had been evoked. When
Laura—now scantily clad—re-emerged in
semi-darkness to growl and spit and
prowl her way round the edge of the
darkened room, this poor guy leapt at
her, and for a minute male and female
confronted each other in total hostility.
He had lost his cool very badly and was
no longer certain _'os.hin' le.




