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LLID\\’l(v HASS, one of the five ex-

communist Poles imprisoned after
two separate trials during the last year
for opposition by organisation and docu-
ment to the Polish State and Communist
Party. has been freed during the last
week This is partly due to the fear of
embarrassment to the Government if he
died in jail, since it is thought that he is
in poor health. It is also parfly due to
the demonstrations in England and in

America which singled out Hass as the
main hgure
Hass an old Trotskyvist whe in pre

Polz

Wi nd associated with a group
round Tsaac Deutscher Hass subse
quently spent 18 years in Siberia at the
concentration camp of Vorkuta, being
released in 1957. (See Solidaritv, Veol. 4,

No. 3)

Why should this interest fake up space
in an anarchist journal? Why indeed
should it call for demonstrations by ‘The
United Libertarian and Socialist Defence
Committee’? [ must confess that liber-
tarians, myself among them. were pre-
: upon {mnre by an _uneasy con-

On the one hand could we not say that
this was an example of Communists
falling out among themselves. ‘More
power to their elbow!’. this is what
some of the right-wing Polish emigres
have said. Should we rather declare a
liberal concern for all prisoners of con-
science. for the five in Poland, for Sinyav-
sky and Daniel starving to death in
Russia for lack of food parcels, the
current crop in Yugoslavia, the prisoners
in Mexico. jailed anarchists in Cuba.
Stuart Christie in Spain, the possibility
of someone here for the hoax on Heath,
and many others in jail East, West and
the third world war? Our involvement
as libertarians must be neither the ‘more
blood” attitude of the right nor the
quakerly ‘concern’ of the liberal.

Our reason is that we, with our revolt
against this society, its bomb and its philo-
sophers, are part of the same doubting
and challenging as those imprisoned in
Poland. As East and West draw ever
closer together and become much the
same society, we must support those who
are the real revolutionaries as part of
our witness.

Ludwig Hass is not the typical figure
of these men. He is still hung up on
the Trotskyism that kept him intellec-

~tually alive in the camps and is rather

the intellectual mentor than idealogue.
The two younger men, Kuron and
Modzelewski, who wrote the group’s im-
portant document ‘Open Letter to the
Party” came to their political conscious-
ness in the years since 1956, during the
period of the return of confidence, and
re repression, of the Stalinoid
which coincided with Go-
mulka's old age. The year 1956 however
was @ point at which ‘A threshold has

- ~past which everything is
_young Poles (sure they were
some of their actions trans-

taken liter:

cCOmmunism

F'!':r:\ have
[‘!I\-': in
dreamed and
on in Poland

ly the themes im-
which have been
talked of but not acted
Those themes have been
since the watershed of 56
generally call for a greater humani-
tarianism, specifically workers® control
in industry, freedom of speech and
publication, and a release from the ‘New

discussed

Class’ of bureaucrats and managers, Is
this not us then in a Polish situation?
The conduct of the five men im-

in the
the interroga
lutionary posit
prise to then

prisoned., courtroom

n, bears

and during
out their revo-
1 and its shocking sur-
political ‘elders and betters’.

T'he activities of the group are not
known before they published their ‘Open
to the: Party’. It is known that
they were a group of young communists
it Warsaw University having contact
with others elsewhere in Poland. While
still in the Party, though their position
a little precarious, they wrote the
document which analysed and criticised
had reached in
new

Letter
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the state which society
Poland They saw  the
bureaucrais in the administration and
managers; in industry robbing
their communism. This is
an. article on that long
translated’ document
Our possession.

class of

them of
not however
and largely un-
which is now in

Latiien.

: T they : Party
and selzed their duplicator. They realised

Continued on page 2

ATRIOTISM, as all political dema-

gogues know, is a highly exploitable
emotion. In ils name, violence is re-
warded if one kills the right people at
the right time; unpopular government
measures are acceptable in the ‘interests
of the nation’; inconsequential men feel
important when responding to the slogan
‘your country needs you',

Love of country which at its best means
appreciation of the landscape or buildings
and streets, when interwoven with the
customs and habits of a lifetime. can
harden into the concept ‘my country
right or wrong’. To anarchists the

mystique which shrouds the idea of the
nation is ridiculous and dangerous.

The fanatical nationalism of the
thirties which inspired the Germans to
fall in behind Hitler in support of his
crusade and which gave the British and
the Russians their impetus to fight, far
from creating the promised peaceful
world 21 years after that war which was
to scourge tyranny from the face of the
earth, finds the powerful nations snarling
at each other from behind their mush-
room clouds and bloody flags.

The little nations are aping the big
ones. On the African continent the fight
for ‘national independence’ is developing
as we predicted. With certain notorious
exceptions like South Africa, black rule
has replaced white. From the point of
view of the dispossessed African the dif-
ference is only one of colour (although
like most irrational people it probably
is an important difference—they are being
ruled by one of their ‘own kind’). In
some areas of Africa, European educated
black leaders are knocking each other off
at & rate which must make the Western

.

pulmcum quite envious, bound as they
ballot L

Red Squares

in China

Huw ro KEEP e revolutionary
fervour of a nation after the
revolution has been defeated is the
second nm];)[ test ofa revolution
leader. There 15 RO doubt that
when communism 100K over in
China a revolution 0ok place that
incorporated a great fEChng of land-
hunger and class aspiration of the
Chinese people. Mao Tse-tung was
able to rise to powa by passing the
first major (est of the revolutionary
politician: how to make it appear
that he is granting the people what
they are taking for themselyes, Now
in his old age. the second
comes 1n the ‘post-
Thermidor® period of the Chinese
revolution-—the period when re-
action has established itself but still
has need of popular Support against
the outside world.
The upsurge of the young ‘guards’
in the ‘cultural reyolt of 1966’ is
Mao's answer. He has fallen back
on the oldest trick in the book of
the politician: he has called on the
young, clean-living, respectable, con-
forming clements to rout the ‘rabble’.
[t is not even fascism in the Hitlerian
sense: more the early English fascism
of the ‘Bulldog Drummond’ type.
the Imperial Fascism of 1926 strike-
breaking, the fascism associated with
castor-oil doses to liberal professors
in Italy rather than the mass move-
ments of Germany. The moves
and slogans of thet.-., clean-limbed
Chinese are depregs,mgl\ familiar.
Doctors who hdve treated foreigners
(there is no doubt an ideogram for
‘low swine, what?®
mt“ﬂl'pﬁﬂh‘e‘hi}(
and foreigners w .
slightingly by th pcsrtrait of the
Leader are made to bow before his

he faces.
test,  which

" are made (O

portrait. Most of all, the attack is
directed against the decadent youths
with long hair and fancy clothing
whom everybody knows to be sub-
versive of the ideals of the natiom,
in any nation, irrespective of its
ideals. Shave their heads, rip their
clothes—Ilet them learn the folly of
their ways at detention centres—if
in the early days of the revolution
they had got rid of the execution
block (they did not) the Youhg
Guards would now be petitioning
to have it brought back.

The Decent Citizens in China are
having it very much their own way,
with Father Figure Mao beaming
in the background, and the police
standing by paternally in the manner
of the Czarist police during a
pogrom, ready to step in and arrest
the victims if they resist., and shriek
conspiracy and murder if at any
moment the victims get the upper
hand.

It is noticeable that at the moment
the Chinese communists strike hard
at their ‘provo’(?) element, the
Russian press beams for the first
time at English youth fashions
(which need not give too much
hope to their own stilyagi). The
Russians can, however, afford to
relax a little—they answered the
post-Thermidorian test of how to
keep up the people’s fervour, by
falling back on patriotism—the fer-
vent Russianism of the ‘Great
Patriotic War’ and its subsequent
reflection in space travel enthusiasm.
The Chinese have no similar patrio-
ln. u'admon (their attachment is
sradimonaily to the soil i
o thetr ancestm:s in the land. but
not to the mythical State). The
Bulldog Drummond stage of Mao’s

Damn the Country!

the creed of the politician, the language
he uses in his struggle for power is the
same—sacrifice, surrender, kill, be killed
—it’s all for the good of the nation!

The pattern varies but not the principle
—wherever we look, wherever there is
government.  In  Vietnam American
bombs are terrorising the people, in de-
fence of ‘National freedom’ If you
happen to support the Vietcong or have
to fight for them, the bullets being fired
are in defence of what? ‘National
freedom’ of course!

Supporters of the democratic system
will argue that the ballot box ensures that
people get the for government they
want and it is true that the mediocrities in
government often ct the notions of
the majority, but ultimately real power
lies with the mmod,ﬁ' who control the
ommunications and
Politicians are fond
they rarely point
can change legis-
f parliament, or as
e simple act of

lation by a simple
in Nazi Germany
wrjuu new. laws

may be illegal the
The question
is this: if lhm

In spite of the talk about easier forms
of travel breaking down national barriers,
the trend seems to be towards a greater
consciousness of nationhood. The slogan
‘national independence’ has become re-

spectable to the left and right, and no

doubt has its roots in fine 1
it has in no way furthered the tam
internationalism.
‘PUT SCOTLAND FIRST
Even Scotland, whose
reasonably be supposed to
Britain after all thou years
judging by
propaganda, lwpms to cr
government, no 1C
frontier.

cultural revolution can be seen as
his equivalent to Stalin’s ‘Patriotic
War’,

In moving against all the anti-
party elements and arousing the
licensed hooliganism of the Young
Guards against people suspected of
anti-State activity, Mao has revealed
for the first time the truth about
the schisms in the Chinese political
scene. For too long the farce of
Chiang Kai-shek in Formosa has
led the world to assume that oppo-
sition was confined to the offshore
island that imagined itself to be
China. On the contrary, although
bourgeois politics have almost dis-
appeared from China for want of
support, there are many popular
organisations standing in opposition
to the totalitarian state, including
the Anarchists. The harshness of
measures taken against individuals
suspected of supporting such under-
ground movements is Mao’s public
testament to their effectiveness. In
simultaneously hitting out at the
rebellious section of the young
generation, and exposing them to
the attacks of the conformists, Mao
has indicated which way he assumes
they are heading. Of course he
will get a lot of support as a result.
The sight of a government getting
tough with its rebels arouses a type
of sadistic-masochistic joy in ev:?
country—heads on pikes were al
ways a popular spectacle in thi
%gunftryheangl " probably still would

i 1:31? it. L




hooks ?

We can supply
any hook in print

NEW BOOKS
Renee Magritte 1. T. Sobv 56/-
Abortion in Britain: Conference
Proceedimgs
Family Planning Association 12/6
The Decline of the West David Caute 36/-
Sexorcism John Payne 10/6
The Sociology of Religion
Max Weber 18/-

SECONDHAND

The Condition of Man, Lewis Mumford
7/6; The Whispering Gallery of Europe,
A. C. Temperley 8/6; The Spanish Laby-
rinth, Gerald Brenan 17/6; Russia in
Revolution, G. H. Perris 10/-: Almanacco
Libertario (1937. Swiss). 5/-; Labour and
Capital in the Engineering Trades (LRD),
3/-; The Train, Vera Panova 4/-: Soci-
alism and the Social Movement, Werner
Sombart 8/6; The Valley of the Moon,
Jack London 5/-; Spanish Testament,
Arthur Koestler 4/6; Turgenev, Edward
Garnett §/-; The Musk-Ox, N. S. Leskov
3/-; Comrade O Comrade, Ethel Mannin
4/-; ANl Things Betray Thee, Gwyn
Thomas 4/6; Socialism: Its Promise and
Failure, W. G. Towler and W. Ray 3/-;
France, Pierre Mallaud 2/6; Darwin Made
Easy, Edward B. Aveling 4/6: Russia,
The Atom, and the West, George F.
Kennan 3/6: Spain Over Britain, Henry
Blythe 4/-; The Meaning of the World
Revolution, Hamilton Fyfe 3/-.

Freedem Bookshep

Opea 2 pm.—5.30 p.m. daily;
16 ean.—1 pan. Thursdays;
10 am.—5 p.m. Saturdays).

172 MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3756

FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’

Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Pesterity
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial

Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Watzrs
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Ers
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in 2 Wheelchai
Vol 9 1959: Print, Press & Public

Yol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa

Vol 11 1961: The People m the Street
Vel 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/

The paper edition of the Selectioms is
uvailable to readers of FREEDOM

3t 5/6 post free.

VERNON RICHARDS
Malatesta: His Life and ldeas
cloth 21/-; paper 10/6.

£ MALATESTA

Anarchy Paper 1/-

PROUDHON
‘What is Property? cloth 42/-

ALEXANDER BERKMAN

4BC of Anarchism paper 2/6
HERBERT READ
‘Poetry & Anarchism paper 2/6
Delinquency 64d.

PAUL ELTZBACHER

narchism (Seven Ex ts of the
Anarchist Ph‘llalophy cloth Zli-

RUDOLF ROCKER
Mationalism and Culture
Zwoth 21~
£ {1ARLES MARTIN
1owards a Free Sociely 2/6
IBI:IN HEWETSON

-Health, Poverty und the State
M 2/6 paper 1/-

To all those comrades and friends, and
especially V.R., who so generously made
my holiday possible, my grateful thanks.
I have had some splendid holidays, but

this was the best of all. Neot anly so

pleasurable, but educative too.
VERYONE I met thought that the
general public were now largely

against the Vietnam war, but were afraid
to say so.

[ was really horrified at the police in
New York. [ think they are most pro-
vocative; enormous men with absolutely
brutal faces and armed with pistols and
thick batons. They filled ME with hate,
so what must the young comrades, work-
ing for a better world, feel at demon-
strations, etc.?

In New York, my kind and charming
host and hostess, Bob and Phyllis Calese,
made sure that 1 should not only see
New York., but should meet many in-
teresting personalities, including com-
rades and friends of our movement. |
was much encouraged to find that there
also the young people are rallying round
the Anarchists and the Peace Movement.
There was much enthusiasm about Hiro-

My Holiday in USA

shima and Vietnam demonstirations.

I marched 5 two demonstrations,
one to Times Square, said to be 15,000
strong, and one fp support a group who
were ‘sitting-in’ outside Dow Chemical
Society—they make napalm—on Naga-

saki Day. The publlc seemed to me to
be largely S\n]]‘hlthCTlC—' certainly not
hostile, except gpe man with a banner
‘The only goog Communist is a dead
Communist’. Not even original !

A party was also arranged by my

friends on the sunday evening at which
everyone interested in anarchism they
could think of was invited to their flat,
all the people with whom we exchange
orders for anarchist literature, as well
as many others, 27 people in all. Rudolf
Rocker's son, Firmin, came, Kropotkin’s
daughter was invited, but she had died a
month earlier. | was told that her
right eye was fajling and she had said

LUDWIG HAAS IS FREE

Ceontinued from page |
that arrest would be the next item on
the agenda so in the next five days be-
fore the police came they wrote a
shortened version of the document, with
an introduction giving an account of the
authorities’ reaction, and an end section
itemising the counter-arguments.

They remained in custody for varving
times. The first trial was of Modzelew-
ski and Kuron at which Hass appeared
as a witness. During the months of the
interrogation the prisoners were subjected
1o third degree methods of beatings and
intimidation. These beatings. coupled
with his Vorkuta experiences, would ex-
plain Hass’s release after less than a
year. These things in no way weakened
the spirits of the five men.

As at the first trial, the prisoners in
the second trial were also manacled:
this second bunch of prisoners were
Hass, Smiech and Badowski. This hand-
cuffing was quite extraordinary, it had
not been done even in Pilsudski’s pre-
war Poland, as the defence lawyer
pointed out to the great annoyance of
the Party. This unfavourable compari-
“son is reported to have been the remark
that incensed the authorities, even more
than the idea put forward by the group
to do away with the army and arm all
the people.

Hass was called, in 'cuffs, as a witness
in the first trial and spoke with great
courage considering he was sull in
custody. Modzelewski and Kuron spoke
vigorously in their own defence as well,
turning the court into a forum almost.
We still do not know what the actual
proceedings were as the trial was held
in secret. Each prisoner was allowed
an observer of his own choice in court
but the public had to remain outside
the courtroom, As Hass passed into

8 PAGES
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the court, through the corridor crowded
with friends, he raised his hand in a
try at the old clenched fist salute. They
gave this sign of solidarity in reply.
Accounts of the first trial differ, the
fullest account js in Witold Jedlicki's
article in the Polish emigre journal Kul-
rura (Jedlicki, who is now in California,
at Berkeley, knew Hass very well from
1957 to 1962 and he is greatly responsible

for bringing to our knowledge these
jailings). Hass, according to Jedlicki,
wanted to emphasise the group’s role

and was apprehensive that they may be
viewed as an isolated bunch of eccen-
trics. as cerfain. academics here have
thought. He took the opprobrium for

contacts with the emigres abroad upon
himself. This was to no avail; Kuron
got three years and Modzelewski got
three-and-a-half under the Small Penal
Code of 1946. They were convicted of
‘disseminating printed matter containing
false information, which result in harm
to the State and which bring into con-
tempt the leading organs of the
States . &

The second trial is even less known
about except for ,gne verdict—three years
each for Hass, 'iaowskl and Smiech.
The government paper Trybunu Ludu
was about as censorious as the Daily
Telegraph. ‘The court has confirmed
(sic) the guilt of the accused. . . . In
its verdict the court has underlined the
seriousness of the damaging activities of
the accused—Tybunu Ludu, 12.1.66.

There have 'been demonstrations
against the Polish Government on this
issue. Ludwig Hass is now out. Let's
get Karol Modzelewski, Romuald Smiech,
Kazimierz Badowski and Jacek Kuron
out now. Some blithe spirits have
noticed that the annual Anglo-Polish
trade treaty is soon to be negotiated, but
I must condemn this idea in print since
it is legally actionable, T feel, for they
have suggested that these talks be
buggered up.

The campaign for these Poles has seen
a most unusual alliance of Trotskyists,
semi-Trots, and all shades of libertarian
(quite apart from the SLL’s own brand
of unity) out in the street. Lel's go
again.

Huw Prick.

(While the article is my own, it could
not have been started without the unstint-
ing activity in translating by Paul Paw-
lowski in whose debt 1 am.)

that now she saw more clearly with her
LEFT. That too was heartening.

It is the same in USA as here—
comrades are too scattered. I have great
hopes that the new Torch Bookshop,
New York, will succeed in uniting the
movement there. And the Button Shop
in Greenwich Village should help also.
I was very pleased to meet at 5 Beek-
man Street, among other fine people,
A. J. Muste, and very many young
men and women in the various offices
there, who all seemed busy working for
peace. We went one day to New Jersey
to see Dorothy Day at her farm on the
Hudson where she works for people in
need. She also has many young people
working with her. [ was also proud to
meet on the march, and at the party, a
man and a woman who, in spite of
many beatings-up and imprisonments,
continue their work at helping the
Negroes and many of the young men
who have burnt their draft papers too

I was very pleased to find that
comrades in New York have such
interest—and even affection—for Free-
dom Press. All seemed to realise what
a lot of hard work it means to bring
out a weekly paper.

Here are the sights I saw in New
York: A boat trip round the island
when one sees the various buildings to
better advantage: Torch Bookshop (still

Our
an

open at | a.m.); Empire State Building
—wonderful views of the buildings,
river, etc.; Metropolitan Museum—very
fine paintings; Frick Museum—that hor-
rible old man had a really exquisite
collection of pictures, furniture and

china, only spoilt by a painting of him-
self: Central Park on Sunday—families
of Negroes enjoying themselves
thoroughly; Coney Island; Chinatown;
Bowery: Greenwich Village; German
District; Spanish Harlem; Negro Har-
lem; Bronx: Guggenheim Museum:
Museum of Modern Art with Picasso’s
‘Guernica 1937'; United Nations Build-
ing, etc.

touch with
| had
She had

us in

Firmin Rocker put
a comrade who came to see us.
not seen her for over 50 vears.
very much to tell us about her work in
progressive schools.

But she was not the only old friend

I met. Part of my holiday was spent
in New Hampshire and our host took
my son, his wife and me all over Boston,
Mass., one day. We saw Harvard Univer-
sity and Tufts University. The mascot of
the latter is the elephant Jumbo (stuffed)
on whose back I rode about 80 years

ago at the London Zoo. He was
reckoned the largest elephant in the
world, so of course, he had to be taken

to America where he died.
L.G.W.

SCOTTISH DEMO

1 am writing in order to publicise the
demonstration called for September 24/25
in the area of the Polaris Weapons
Complex of Faslane - Coulport- Glen
Douglas in Western Scotland by the
Scottish Campaign for Resistance Against
Militarism (SCRAM).

The Londen Committee of 100 are
hiring a 4l-seater coach to go to the
demonstration, which will probably be
leaving London on the evening of Friday
(23.9.66) and returning on the Sunday
night. 1 would urge all who consider
that Polaris is NOT a dead issue (see
‘Sanity’ for August and September) to do
their utmost to come.

It is important that the existence of
these places and their function is publi-
cised as widely as possible, for this is,
by and large, unknown outside the Mini-
stry of Defence and the Scottish peace
movement. On a lighter level, this week-
end in the Scottish Highlands promises
to be an enjoyable event socially, and
I feel that the newly-emergent but small
Scottish youth peace movement could
be considerably strengthened by a large
contingent from the south supporting
this demonstration. Moreover, the em-

————

atmosphere for like-minded people from
different parts of the country to get to
know each other (viz. Aldermaston).

A final reminder of the form the
demonstration will take:

Saturday 24:

March leaves Helensburgh 12 noon.

Arrives Faslane 2.30 p.m.

Arrives Coulport 5.30 p.m.

Overnight camp at the base (Marquee
provided—probably—but bring own tents
if possible).

Ceilidh—folk singing—all night siege
of base.

Sunday 25:

By car and foot to Glen Douglas
weapons and bomb store. Walk through
for those who wish to see the base;
vigil for those who don’t.

The maximum freedom of action of
this demonstration is emphasised.

Further information about the action
may be obtained from: Jim Livingstone,
64 Greenhill Road. Rutherglen, near
Glasgow: and about the coach from:
London Committee of 100. 13 Goodwin
Street, London, N.4 (ARChway 1239).

ForBes BROWNE.

P.S.—Donations from those unable to

°f a co phasis on the social side as well as the come would be most welcome!! Send
H.W. more serious actlivity provides the ideal to Jim Livingstone.
- ™ - - ‘Freedom’ selling at Pier Head every Sunday. floor, 31 Ongar Road, S.W.6.
NEW HAM BEBTAR ANS. Contact Mick NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS. Contact: Jim
narc ls ara Ion o rl aln Shenker, Gate, Huggon, 173 Kingshil Avenue, Northolt, Middle-

(As there is no national secreturiat for enquiries,speakers, etc., please contact local groups.)

l.omlon Anarchist Group 1&2

FI% Rose Sueet, off Garvick Street
l.ondnn 3 (Leicester  Square tube)
7.45 pm.  All welcome,
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AND GROUPS
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Kent.
BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP. Corres-
rlond nce: Martin Brags, 5 Ttu Dme. Hunton
ill, Erdington, Birmlﬂzhlm, ln.ln and
Commiltee of 100:  Gordon Cauur. 7 Upper
te, Tumworih, Siafls, Peace A:llon Cenlres
Project: Paul James, 50 Windermere Road,
Handsworth, Birmingham, 21, Univers of
ASTON GROUP, Dave Massey, 2 Station Road,
Elworth, Sandbach, Cheshire.
BRISTOL, FEDERATION. Enqulriu o

e o e Lt B e e g
remorfa,

DUNI;‘I GROUP, Contaot Bob and Uns

Turnbull, c/o Daogrors’ Residence,  Stracathro

Hospital, Brec
CLASCOW ANAm: uﬂr GROUP ONE. Cor-
respondence l,o Wg Lynn, 2b Saracen Head

Lane, Glasgow, C.}
HARLOW (_1"31‘ GROUP. Enquiries to
Keith Nlthn 12 n.mu.!-g Harlow or John
nl
U L ANARC J. Tempest,
?‘3 ls'ounuin R "Ii-luﬂ Tcl 212526, Meetings
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ILFORD ARIANS. Iy meeti
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' ANARCHISTS, Contact Neil Dean, 74
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Viui. 7 chhlmml Dal l;JrBrtlluI R

Road, Forest

NOTTING HII‘..!. WOvos Correspondx.nca to
Brian Joseph, Ist Floor, 27 Arundel Gardens,
London, Sl Meeting every first Thursday of
the month at 8 pom. Ground floor flat, 5 Colville
Houses, London, W.11
NORTH-WEST ESSEX, Meetings on the first
Saturday of each month at T]ORp m, at Ruhurl.
Barltrop's, The Old Vicarage, Radwinter,
Saffron Walden,
ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUFP. Knockhelt,
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Bulrz wix weeks at Green-
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2316, Brian
and Maureen Richardson.
OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact H. G,
Mellor, Merton College, Oxford.

IST FEDERATION. Con-

PLYMOUTH ANAR
tact J. Hill, 79 Underlane, Plymstack, Plymouth,

Devan,
READING  ANARCHIST GROUP.
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading,

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION,
Regional Secretary: J. Bromley, 44 Doncaster
Avenue, Manchester, 20 Bux;o&' Chris Berris-
ford, 10 Byron Street, B orley: Alistair
Itltmw. 15a Devonshire Road, orley. Man-
L.hlltn:r Mlka Mitchell, 3  Bakewe Road,
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Vietnam & Spain
—a Reply

Dear Comrades,

Jack Robinson, in his interesting
article ‘Vietnam and Spain® (FREEDOM,
20.8.66). claims that there is no parallel
between the two situations, and that the
war in Vietnam has never been a revo-
lution. 1 disagree strongly with this
view, and without quoting too much at
length from my article in The Anarchist
7, there are several points which have been
ill-considered or merely overlooked by
many anarchists,

Despite the escalation of the Vietnam
war by the United States to the point
of precipitating a major Asian conflict,

the central issue remains the same: the
future of the Vietnamese people. 1Is it
to lie in foreign hands, or their own?
The Americans have ‘rationalized’ this
war, and justified the use of their mas-
sive milimary power by successfully
twisting the real issue at stake into a
direct frontal confrontation between
Western  Capitalist Democracy and

The invasion
manipulation of

Chinese type Communism
of North Vietnam, the

neighbouring Cambodia and Laos, are
only logical developments of such a
policy.

Since 1960, the Vietminh has enjoyed
the mass support of ordinary Viel-
namese people. Without this support
and co-operation, resistance would never
have grown to the scale and success
that it now has. A coalition of some
twenty organizations, religious and poli-
tical, the Vietminh sought to oust the
regime foisted on them and to create
2 populs ie atic administration of
their own terms Capifalism and
Com 1 remained ab-

illiterate peasants; the
won their sympathy

er than words, help-
of acres of
schools, hospital
he villagers throughout
vo-thirds of Vietnam.

more The
Front mised more land of their
own, and ge degree of regional and
tribal antonomy. Helen Lamb made
this point in her article ‘The
Tragedy of Vietnam’: ‘Let us take for
example the Montagnards tribesmen
who live in the mountains of South
Vietnam, and whose culture, language
and economy are entirely different
from those of the Vietnamese. They

do not want rhetoric about the virtues
of a TWOo party system.
crete safeguards for their distinctive way
of ]lle-—dl‘ld these the Front has pro-
] In all this they seek ethnic
1l autonomy as it has already
d in North Vietnam where the
t, unlike that of the South,
ows cultural diversity.’
ﬁL yet those who have been
at pains to attack the ‘pro-Vietcong® atfi-
tude in Freepom have made any re-
ference to the four point programme of
Hanoi or the five points of the National

none of

Liberation Front. These are. and |
admit. crudely, paraphrased as follows:
(1) recognition of the basic national

rights of the Vietnamese people; with-
drawal of US bases and military per-

sonnel in accordance with the Geneva
Agreemenis . . (2) the two zones
must refrain from joining any military
alliance with foreign countries; no
foreign troops, personnel, bases in their
respective territories; (3) the internal
affairs of South Vietnam must be

settled by the Vietnamese people them-
selves, in accordance with the programme
of the South Vietnam NLF, without
foreign interference; (4) the guestion of
peaceful reunification of Vietnam is to
be seitled by the Vieinamese people in
both zones, without any foreign inter-
ference,. The question that we now
face is this: Do we agree with these
points? And if not, why not? Is it
fair to accept them only on our lerms,
but not on theirs?

The failure to take into consideration
what the Vietnamese are fighting for also
underlies the confusion that exists over
the guestion of military aid 1o the NLF.
If the Chinese send in aid, they are

They want con-

dubbed ‘Imperialists!” If they don't,
they are called ‘Hypocrites!” who speak
‘empty words'. Both these accusations
have been levelled at the Chinese in
FREEDOM over the past few months, and
some clarification is long overdue.

‘Peace’—and rightly so—has become
the most popular slogan in the left-wing
and pacifist press, but we must be more
precise over what we mean. ‘Peace’
is the objective of United States policy.
When the anarchists and other progres-
sive elements united to prevent Franco
from seizing power in Spain, did Free-
dom Press then cry ‘Peace’? It is a
pity that Jack Robinson did not state in
his article that had there been no Russian
aid to Spain, resistance to the Franco
onslaught, backed up by German and
Italian bombing, would have crumbled
within months, Presume, for example,
the likely possibility of the South Afri-
cans rnising against Verwoerd and carry-
ing out a guerilla war against the white
regime; would we then say to them:
‘Lay down your arms'? Retaliation may
well infringe bourgeois morality (or
‘anarchist’ morality for that matter) but
no less so than the savage subjugation
of a people by poison gas, razor bombs,
chemical terror and torture—all this to
secure the upkeep and mainfenance of
a non-elected military regime intent only
on the ‘containment of communism’,

The demand for negotiations in the
present context is one which anarchists
would do well to consider. There is a
major difference between full self-deter-
mination of the Vietnamese. and the
imposition of a settlement concocted by
governments round a conference table
at which the NLF is not being allowed
one independent representative! That
readers of Freepom should be urged to
support a solution amiable to foreign
governments, but not to the Vietnamese
people themselves, is utterly estranged
from any anarchism I have ever heard
of 1

This is not to say that opposition to
the Vietnam war in this country should
openly adopt a pro-Vietcong position.
This is to lose sympathy rather than
gain it. But we should advance on the
understanding that there will be no
peace in South East Asia, let alone
Vietnam, until the Americans and their
puppet regimes are driven out. The
Vietnamese persist against all odds be-
cause they recognize—as many anar-
chists fail to do—that there will be no
lasting or meaningful peace while the
US and its puppet governments continue
to_deny the Vietnamese their full right
1o “self-determination. UNTIL THIS
RIGHT IS GRANTED, VIETNAM
WILL CONTINUE TO BE IN A
STATE ‘OF GUERILLA WAR. It is
precisely because there can be no effec-
tive end to the slaughter of human lives
until the US is forced to leave that all
of us have a certain degree of sympathy
for the NLF. In the meantime how-
ever, the anarchist movement in general,
and Freedom Press in particular, would
do well to reconsider, calmly and with-
out hysteria, its present attitude to the
National Liberation Front.

Biir JAMIESON.

Vietnam

Dear Comrades,

The letter in the August 13 FReEeDOM
from Harlow Anarchists has drawn atten-
tion once again to the disturbing direc-
tion being taken by certain sections of
the movement for peace in Vietnam.
In the foreword to the NYCND circular
they mention that Mervyn Rice con-
demns the divisiveness which led to the
Communist Party and Youth for Peace
in Vietnam demonstrating in London on
July 3 while CND was demonstrating in
the ‘backwoods of Alconbury’. No men-
tion is made of the Committee of 100,
who organised the demonstration. Pre-
sumably the USAF base at Alconbury
has nothing at all 1o do with Vietnam!
And if we're getting upset about divisive-
ness one might ask who announced and
plunned their demonstration first—the
Committee or the CP and Youth for
Peace in Vietnam? If anyone was be-
ing divisive it was those who arranged
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thc Peace in Wemm Movcmem
where stays out ﬂvﬂw hands “t;:
whose slogan is ‘Victory to Vi ;
cong’ and those who line up dﬂﬂﬁﬂfj
with one of the sides in the Cold '

of which the Vietnam situation is
of the results. However sim'
well-meaning they may be, their a
can do the peace movement no
and only provide ammunition fm’

LETTERS

to demonstrate in 1-ondon when it was
well known that & major demo. at a
US base was planned for the same day.
I am told by comrades from landon
that recent Vietnam demmtmﬂom S

been largely dominated by the Vietnam
Sf;?:]i::;yg gampa:gn the YCL. As Sporadic outpourings of Wilson and his

ilk. If we don’t get down to putting the
non-aligned case on Vietnam we will
be leaving this movement in their hands.
In Harlow and elsewhere a start '
been made. In London on October 16
we can carry on the job.
Yours sincerely,
Tamworth, Staffs. CAUSER.

No !

Dear Comrades,
NO! NO! NO!"to Aberdeen Anarchists
suggestion for a full-time editor of

has already been poibted out in Free-
poM this can do th€ peace movement
no good, and it's lime that something
was done. Something can be.

Youth for Peace in Vietnam is or-
ganising a weekend Of activities against
the Vietnam war in London on October
14/15/16. They aré also asking for
support from movements in other coun-
tries, The first response to this request
came from the World Federation of
Democratic Youth (2uess who?) who
will be organising anti-American demon-
strations in Eastern Europe. No doubt

the more non-aligned movements will Freepom.
also be demonstrating that weekend, and Yours against bureaucracy,
it is up to us to see that the voice of N.W.1 R. Bess.
the non-aligned peace movenn;ent is
heard during the protests in London. j ”
The wccl%cnd'q activities in London SHGW'b"’ ,0 ,”‘
are to culminate in 2 march on Sunday,
October 16, through London’s East End. Dear Comrades,

FreepoMm editorials, Peace News with
‘creeping Fascism', and the commonsense
of the politically aware, have been point-
ing out for months the dangers of
Government attacks on trade union
freedom, civil liberties and other steps
towards totalitarianism: but, apart from
shop floor resistance to the Prices and
Incomes Policy which is, in a sense, an
extension of the class struggle that goes
on, Incomes Policy or none, there seems
Jittle sign of organized resistance to
these subfle measures, ie. of an anti-

Undoubtedly the pro-NLF groups in
their various shapes and forms will be
there. We must be too. T suggest that
all those anarchists and members of the
independent peace movement who refuse
to take sides in this war, and who want
to see peace in Vietnam, try to come on
this demonstration with banners and
placards emphasising that we are against
all the bloodshed and all the atrocities
in Vietnam, and that we are campaigning
for peace and not military victory. It
might also be an idea to wear saffron
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The Brighton

HE CONDITION OF George
Woodcock, TUC General Secre-
tary. was said, at King's College
Hospital, to be ‘satisfactory’. After
reading the papers this weekend, the
news from the TUC should be as
good as the ‘proverbial tonic’. If
the situation is as reported, George
Woodcock's whole attitude to the
Wage Freeze has been vindicated.
He is reluctantly in favour of the
‘freeze’ but opposed to Government
legislation and interference in col-
lective bargaining.

This is precisely the position the
TUC could find itself in at the end
of its conference. By a shrewd
knowledge of union procedure in
general, and conference procedure
in particular, Clive Jenkins, ASSET
General Secretary, was able to force
the position. The Lancashire mine-
workers. haying declared their
support for the ‘freeze’. would not
withdraw or composite their earlier
resolution on ‘opposition to
lation’. In normal circumstances
such a resolution would fall: this
was not to be. Master Clive spotted
the opening. withdrew ASSET’s
motion, as did many other unions,
thus making the miners’ resolution
a composite one, which cannot be
withdrawn because it becomes the
property of all the unions involved.
That is how the honour of
was vindicated.

An interesting
curred tegarding
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the ‘left

has
vole of

situation
the
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column exists for mutual aid.
cost of typesetting

This
Donations towards
will be welcome.

Anarchist Seven. Published in Edinburgh.
Articles on Vietnam, Lenin, eic
1/6 post free from Bill Jamieson,
13 Northumberland Street, Edin-
burgh, 3, or from Freesdom Books.
Anarchist. First issue of The
Anarchist (US) scheduled to appear
in September. Contributors will in-
clude Ammon Hennacy. Jackson
McLow, John Stanley and Anne
Marie Taileffer. For a copy send
a donation to Robert Sieed, c/o The
Catholic Woaker, 175 Chrystie Street.

The

New York, N.Y. 10002

Ex-Summerhill. Young man requires
unfurnished flat in West London.
Not more than £6 per week. Phone
FUL 3086 after 6 p.m

Anarchist Cat Seeks Home. Girl with
cat requires furn./unfurn. accom.
London area. Willing to babysit

other help exchange for low rent,
Box No. 39.

Typewriter for Free, Ancient but still ser-
viceable portable typewriter offered
free lo any anarchist or libertarian-
pacifist group unable to afford one.
Apply A. W. Uloth, 75 Templars
Avenue, London, NW.11

Richard Miller safeguard free access!
Please return your books to Bir-
mingham Public Library otherwise
your puarantor (Peter Neville) will
have to pay their cost. Peter Neville
would also like hus own books back,

Vietnam. What are you doing about
genocide in Vietnam?  Volunteers
wanted for a Vietnam Peace Action
Group—members of any organisation
or none—but must be aclive dépend-
able and prepared to participate in
unusual projects, Phone: BEC 7517,

Libertarian Teachers’ Association. Copies
of second bulletin now available,
Sixpence each (2/- for five). P, Ford,
102 Stotfold Road, Arlesey, Beds,

Accommodation Wanted in country near
London for active man with invalid
wife. Small income. Also any job
‘considered. Open to genuine sug-
gestions. Must move to help wife's
-i-llh. !u:No 35.

n Wanted. Urpnlly Poet

-'-li&! m room Wul

!.nn. 3“33
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Follies

NUGMW, The union’s Burnley full-
time secretary has taken out writs
against Lord Cooper, General Secre-
tary. the Union's chairman, and
three other members of the General
Council, to prevent them from sup-
porting the Government's wage
freeze. The writ alleges that the
General Council flouted a resolution
passed by its 1966 Annual Con-
ference which, whilst supporting the
Government’s policy on prices and
incomes, declared that any legisla-
tion to control wage and salary
increases must be accompanied by
similar controls of prices and distri-
butive profits. Furthermore, stand-
still on rates of pay for lower-paid
workers would not be tolerated,
The case comes up on Wednesday.

the same day as the TUC debate
the wage freeze. Lord Cooper is
reported as saying that we will fight
the case, but he will be at the TUC
on Wednesday voling for the wage

freeze. Lord Cooper's defence is
quite simple; between Annual Con-
ferences the G al Council is
custodian for union,

Annual

Conference decision

month before the economic crisis
broke.

That, to me, sounds like a
Japanese stranglehold on the Burn
ley secretary—what the legal boys
will do with it is anyone’s guess.

Next Wednesday's TUC Con-
ference decision is awaited with

baited breath. The industrial corre-
spondents of the national press are
drooling with anticipation—not since
the question of German re-armament
have they had the chance of such
juicy copy.

Wednesday arrives-
taken. What then?
it goes. it will not make an atom
of difference to the Government’s
policy. George Woodcock, in a televi-
sian interview, implied that the TUC
decision didn’t mean a thing, but
what would mean something is what
action the workers themselves would
be prepared to take.

Monday is the day scheduled for
the siar turn, the great Wilson him-
self will address Congress. Why?
Heaven only knows, he certainly
isn't coming all the way to Black-
pool just to persuade Les Cannon
(ETU) which way to vote, or the

R L A e
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uncommitted Asw. Incidentally, i
should be intereg(ing to see how the
ASW perform and I mean that
literally. ASW was the union that
switched votes ¢ the last minute to
get German re.grmament accepted
at the TUC Congress in the fifties.

Wilson belieyes that his Prices and
Incomes Policy js working, no one
will ‘argue aboyt the effectiveness,
so far, of the wage freeze. but price
and dividend regtraint is a farce.
James Dickens. |_.ah\ur MP for
Lewisham W., has sent a further
list of 19 wmpamu which have
recently announced dividend in-
creases, to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer.

He says this makes a total of 50

Or two per working day—since

the Prime Minister’'s ‘standstll’
announcement of July 20,
The Financigl Times editorial

(22.8.66) made interesting reading, It
was headed °Is there a price [reeze?’
and goes on to explain: “The part
of the economic squeeze which looks
like giving the Government its earli-
est trouble is the supposed freeze
on prices. The impression has been
allowed to grow that a prices freeze
has been introduced as a quid pro
quo for the wage freeze. But in
lact Lhere is no price freeze.”

Bul in any case the housewife does
not need the wizards ol high finance
to inform: her of the ris im' cost of
living, one look into her purse on
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Monday morning will do that

The Labour Government's policy
is working. Its object was to freeze
wages and create unemployment up
to a certain level, and in this way
bring the Joe Soaps ‘to heel’. The
employers, on the other hand. are
not doing too badly. The Selective
Employment Tax can be recouped
from increased prices. Joe Lyons
and the ABC have already ‘jumped
in” on that one. Another way is
to'sack a few people, and with tears
in their eyes and a lump in their
throat mumble ‘I would love to
keep you on but it’s the Government
tax, it is crippling me’.

Unemployment figures are gradu-
ally creeping up. the traditionally
high unemployment areas are not
suffering any less than previous
periods of deflation, whereas the
Government claimed that unemploy-
ment was really re-deployment and
therefore the overall figure would

be kept very low.

Since July 20 ‘hot air’ and reso-
lutions have been al a premium.
The first escape valve for excess
hot air will be opened at Blackpool,
followed by the Labour Party Con-
ference in October and when they
are both over, it will be realised
that the situation is exactly the same,
except that the union leadership will
claim that they have tried,

The only policy which can defeat
the Wage Freeze is one of unofficial
rank and file direct action. The
employers are breaking agreements
right, left and centre: il's about
time the organised workers bent or
broke a few, they were all com-
promises ‘againsl’ anyway.

There has always been a need for
a rank and file movement, now
more than ever—builders, engineers,
printworkers, together accepting the
challenge of the Labour menace.

Bir CHRISTOPHER.

THE COLLECTIVE CONTRACT -1

FPHIS 1S NO' NEW concept, it was
preached by the Industrial Unionists
at the tail end of the last century and
the beminning of this, one of its most
ardent advocates being lim Connolly in
Glasgow. In 1910 the eall was taken
up by the Syndic alig principally under
the influence of Tum. Mann. Varying
factors led to the ’%Pid rise and equally
rapid fall of Syndicalism in 1913 not
least being its pr»domm.‘m]\ propagan-
dist image.
More moderate ”‘ their demands than
cither of the lndfslrml Unionists  or
the Syndicalists weteithe Guild Social-

ists, who, emergingfas a@ body in 1912,
replaced the Syndicalists in 1913 and
met with considerable successes, until

economically smashed by the Govern-

ment, Employers. and the trappings of
both. during 1922-1923.
Unlike their predecessors, they al-

tempted to evolve means and methods
of making the theory of the classless
society and workers! control of industry
a practicable and yiable reality, hence
the necessity for the Establishment to
smash them. It was they, who, under
the guidance of such notables as G. D. H.
Cole, S. G. Hobson, M. B. Reckitt and
others coined the phrase ‘encroaching
control’, one stage of which was to be

the colective confract, which would
eventually lead to complete workers'
control.

MAKING A START

Before the Syndicalist and Industrial
Unionist purists set out to crucify me,
may | hasten to add that no one, least
of all myself, is going to suggest re-
formist, watered-down versions of their
pet theory. What is being discussed, is
a method of startipg in some practical
and acceptable way, positive proof by
deed, that our theories and propaganda
over the past years are workable, SOME-
ONE, SOMEWHERE MUST MAKE A
START.

The principle of the collective con-
tract or group system is only an exten-
sion, at shop floor level, of the system
alreudy adopted by most managements
of industrial congerns. To put it another
wiy, it is a development of the indi-
vidual piecework system, but, because
it is collective hps [nherent safeguards
und benefits both to the group as a
whole and also (for the Stirnerites), for
the individual.

THE CONTRACT SYSTEM

The three major industries in this
country  who contribute most to con-
tracting work are the motor industry,
the aircraft industry, and the construc-
tional engineering and building industries.
AL the risk of or uﬂ'qndinl more
knowledgeable reyders, the owlnl
hﬂﬂﬂy “mim “le"_;"” ’
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It is a fact that
to produce & g

start to finish. This may be due to
various specialist parts being required,
eg. fuel systems for cars and aircraft,
or expensive and specialised plant (such
as chromium plating). Some parts may
need special skills, only attained after
vears of experience. In these circum-
stances it would be reasonable to expect
the principal manufacturer to ‘farm out’
this work to more specialised firms.

Secondly there is the time factor. A
company may well be capable of manu-
facturing all the component parts re-
quired, given sufficient time. However,
as a deadline date has been fixed for
delivery, the principal manufacturer
makes the main parts and carries out
any assembly and testing required while
at the same time smaller and/or more
specialised firms make the other parts.

A third reason, often attributable to
the foregoing, but more especially with
the economic structure in which we
operate, is MONEY. The necessily to
survive in the economic jungle of present
day society, requires that the frms
prices must be ‘competitive’. Small parts
are therefore sub-contracted out to com-
panies whose overheads (operating costs)
are not so high and as a consequence
their unit cost per component is lower,
e.g. some nuts and bolts used in air-
craft can cost the main manufacturer
12s. 6d.-15s. each, but a small firm,
acting as a factor to the industry, pro-
duces them for Is. 6d.-2s.

A fourth reason (sometimes admitted)
is labour relations. Operating the maxim
of ‘never putting all your eggs in one
basket', parts may be manufactured by
both the main manufacturer and the
smaller one. In a situation such as
this, an industrial dispute at one place
is not always so serious, with the added
benefit to the employers of dividing the
workers among themselves.

To finish (although there are other
reasons) there is the ‘do-gooding' side
when related to depressed areas. This
is closely allied to items three and four
above, for where unemployment exisis
and there is a struggle by workers for
jobs, it is compuratively ecasy to keep
lubour costs to & minimum thereby
killing several birds with one stone and
salving your ‘conscience’ at the same
time. Recent examples are where work
normally carried out in the Midlands has
been contracked out to Merseyside and
Tyneside.

SHOP FLOOR LEVEL i
Why, if this contracting system Is so
widespread, is it not introduced at shop
floor level? The fact is, that in various
forms it does already
The pieceworker

areas, groups of workers jointly contract
to carry out a certain amount of work
for a given price, the latter being the
group or collective cantract,

Before considering specific cases, let
us consider Lhe possible reasons for

‘objection to this system by the manuge-

ment side. By
First it challenges and partially des
the exiéting hierarchial structure.

this strikes at the very foundations of the
traditional master and servant organi-

sation of industry.

Secondly.
rule’ weapon used against the workers
by employers. This rule may be con-
sciously applied or inherent in the system.

Third, it gives the workers a surprising
amount of control over their work, with
a corresponding loss of control by the
employer over the worker, e.g. if a
group rejects the price offered to them
to carry out a particular job, it is more
difficult to sack them than if it were
one pieceworker. :

Fourth is the psychological barrier.
Although there is no essential difference
between bargaining with the manager
of the ten-man firm down the road and
the spokesman for a gang or group
within your own works, the concept of
master and servant makes this a bitter
pill to swallow. There is also the age-
old misconception of the superiority of
the brain worker over the manual worker
and this dies very hard.

ELIMINATION OF EMPLOYERS

Finally, employers are not the fools
some people seem to think. They can
see in this system a step towards their
own elimination as employers and the
assumed power over ‘their men’ that
goes with it.

There are however, built-in advantages
to the employer, for it does not in one
fell swoop, destroy the capitalist system
(whatever its brand). Initially there is
an enhancement of the existing economic

system by reduced costs, increased pro-
ductivity, and stabler labour relations,

all of which seem to be elusive at present,

If the system is operated as a free
group the supervision over men ani
the imposition of discipline is eliminated
since the group imposes its own control
from within. The almost impossible task
of trying to get individual pwoeworkm
to make co-operative efforts is
possible under the group systam heenm:
A team spirit already exists.

The morale of the workers is boosted

and a sense of responsibility per
the group. The division and ullouﬁau

of work to individuals by
ment m this b’a?’ing camed

it destroys the ‘divide and




