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NO GHANGE IN RHODESIA

STHF Plll ICE have made it an offence

he Salisbury area to publish
in any lulm any information about
restricted persons or restricted areas. As
far as the public prints and radio are

concerned, therefore, Mr. J. Nk—,; the
Rey. N, §—, the former prime nmunister
Mr. G. T and several hundred other
people are henceforth unpersons.—7T/u
Observer,

‘The talks must continue’ say the

British Government and the opposit
yet what is the point when it is obvious
that the Rhﬂ(lLH\lrl Government will not
give way?

In the opinion of this wrter, Mr
Wilson has already sold out the African
majority, just by carrying on talking to
a persop such as Tan Smith who is
obviously not interested in giving any-
thing away at all Rhodesia in the
meantime prepares for a Unilateral
Declaration of Independence that must
surely come, unless of course Wilson
does give in

When one discusses this problem with

ordinary people (that is people who get
their opinions from the press and tele-
vision) they all say that the African
majority cannot themsely 50
Wilson cannot be blamed and neither

can Smith

The Congo is pointed to as an example
of the Africans ruling themselves and
chaos ensuing.  Yet, to this writer’s

m.dﬁ- the chaps-in the Congo was

caused through outside interference. 1f
the Belminn capitalists had not backed
Katanga against Lumumba. Lumumba
would probably still be alive and be the
prime nunisier of the Congo. Whether
the African is fit or not to govern him-
s€lf is not at issue here. He is not going
to govern himself in Rhodesia any more
than he does in Ghana or Malawi. The
African is going to BE governed BY
OTHERS. He 1s going to do the work,
and others are going 1o reap the benefir,
whether the government is pink or brown,
s0 let us forget that argument.
THE REAL BUSINESS

The real business is not about whether
the Africans are ready o rule themselves,
but whether the African politicians are
ready to carry on in the same way that
Smith and his pinkys' do today. From
my own observations | should say that it
most certainly would. For Smith has
imprisoned the opposition, and banished
whatever litile liberty there ever was
from Rhodesia. He has got inlo power
using the old trick of warning one section
of the population how bad it would be

this. what
and Banda

if another took ower, . Isn’t
Nkruma is doing in Ghana
in Malawi?

The whole point is, however, that
there is no one’ Alrican politician in
Rhodesia whom everyone will obey (apart
from the odd hundred or two lrouble
wkers who would be in prison or under

e arrest) and this is why it's admitied

that the Africans cannot rule lhrlr‘-»‘.ul\ca_.
:-.r.-d Wilson and Smith must carry on
their little g : T‘l{‘ -:ll'i_.'[!l:" folk of
Mmd._«.n must be: kept in their place
Her Majesty's Government has a quarrel
with Smith about HOW, that’s all.
THE COMMONWEALTH

After all, we must not see the great

commonwealth broken up
nmonwealth in v
> regarded as mic Y
That great multi-r
mmonwealth in  whicl
=nough, you are 1 'lch nic

e c

vote the right way, ‘and i
ou're not)

British  busines s T L in
Rhodesia Inieresied in  keeping the
stalus guo, 'md this ih why they are

> i nsidering

"S}L_LL'”H

selling  the Afm.:m mnj"'ﬁ{" far they

are not considering them at all. They
have other fish to fry. There's no need
for Lord Salisbury to panic. both Mr.
Wilson and Mr. Smith have HIS interests
al heart.

THE SAME COIN

In the end the issue is -quite clear.
There are colonial masiers who say
what they think and do what they say.
There are ex imperialists (now disguised
as democrats) who don't say what they
think and den’t do what they say; and
there are the people of Africa being
exploited by both, whose lot will never
change unless they take their future in
their own hands.

The fascist and the liberal are the two
sides of the same thing. They want to
eat the same meal, ONLY THE WAY
THEY DO IT MAKES THE DIF-
FERENCE, but the difference is only for
the self-satisfied liberals who are not
doing the suffering; for the subjugated
African the truth is that ‘to change the
masler is not to be free’

JAFSIE.

YGND Annual-

HE RIVALRY for predominance at
this vyears YCND Annual Con-
ference held at Mahatma Gandhy Hall

on the weekend October 30-31, was
miusivcly between  the ‘Anarchist
wlng and the ‘Communist \\mg of

YCND, the ‘Labour Party wing’ being
almost totally stified by the disillusion-
ment resulting from one year of ‘Con-
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(onference

servative’ Government,

Apart from the miscellaneous trivia
and private uxes ‘for the grinding of’,
that threaten to dmg any peice con-
ference into the mire of 1ot irrelevance,
the conference did contain one or two
signposts of hope.

Watlord YOND came (o the startling
conclusion, endorsed by conference, ‘that
the Labour defence policy was no
different than that of the conservatives',

Southall, a towlly anarchist group
(tut-tut), passed a resolution applauding
non-glignment, with special reference 10
Vietnam, and deprecating the "worker’s
bomb® and the dormancy of the CNID
wing of the Labour Party; a more
specific motion on the ‘worker’s bomb’
coming  from  Northolt  Anarchists’
YCND group (1) was also passed.

Southall, and Elthum YCND, passed a
a motion taking the campaign’s activities
into the factories; in ﬂwmufswmn.
to the exient of, ‘al least, token |
action unlmr. nuelur wupom‘

Some d

THE KING HILL Hostel for the
homeless, ©Of the ‘Halfway
House' as it 1S ?fleﬂ called, is
situated in West Mal l"‘B near Maid-
ctone in Kent; ‘ving there are
about 43 mothers and over 100
children. The HOStel itself some-
what resembles & concentration
camp. The families live in long
flimsy huts sharing Washing facilities
and baths between 2 families. They
cook on an old- fashioned coal stove.
There is no gas. And no electric
points. Ihu aré bound by a
ridiculous set of rules, a copy of
which a wife has 'O sign upon en-
trance. No inloxicdnls, no animals,
and worst of all—no men. This
rule states ‘No accommadation is
provided for men’ If this rule is
broken. it means eviction for the
whole family. Another rule states
that accommodation is provided for
3 months only. After that they are
evicted whether they have found
somewhere else or noet. In the
latter case their children are taken
away from them. Uniformed staff
inspect whenever they like. Some-
times at 7 a.m. without bothering
to knock.

On May 5, Stan Daniels, his wife
and 4 children, were evicted from
their home in Bromley. After
threats that their children would be
taken from them—'being in need of
proper care and attention’—they
were forced to move to King Hill.
When their 3 months had expired
they had been unable to find any-
where else.  Mrs. Daniels did not
move out, Stan moved in. On
August 31 the KCC tried to evict
but failed after women and
children blocked the entrance to the
Hostel with dustbins.

After this first sticccss. 13 other

usbands moved in On October 4
|Iu KCC obtained an interim injunc-
tion enabling them to use force to
separate the men from their wives,
if still there after I'l'lidday on Qctober
8. On October 9 families and sup-
porters held a demonstration in
Maidstone to protest about the
evictions. lhnus& ds of leaflets
ull hed by STl were:
distributed.  On O j
mecling was hdld at the Hostel
where the familjes presented a
charter demanding better conditions.
Also a fancy dre}‘s party was held

them,

for the children ' who were given
presents. This was almost broken
up by the police. They tried

violently to grabi the megaphone
from Jim Radford, who was getling
the children into line. This was
prevented. The Inspector then re-
ferred to the families as scum.

'3 a public

Angry men and women tried lo
overturn his car, and in his haste
to escape he shut a little boy in the
car door. The Press were then
cleared from the grounds, one
photographer got his film con-
fiscated. The police eventually left
unharmed.

On October 25, several families
and about 50 supporters from the
Bromley Socialist Action Grodp
Kent Solidarity, and Dartford/
Bexley Anarchists attended a meet-
ing in Erith addressed by the Rt
Hon., R. H. S. Crossman, Minister
of Housing, who, after repeated
questions concerning the Hostel, re-
fused to answer. After consistent
heckling and a brief scuffle at the
door when stewards attempted to
eject a man who had been distribut-
ing leaflets, a rather stunned
Minister left the meeting. On
November 1, four men were due 1o
appear at the Strand High Court
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Two Quotes

His Lordship:

His Lordship was satisfied
that, although this was some-
thing to be regretied and some-
thing which presented grave
human problems, nevertheless,
life being what it was and the
difficulties bemg what they

- relati

lterna
insist upon that rule.
*

A defendant:

“We cannot turn our backs
on our wives under these con-
ditions when they really need
us. We have respect for the
law but we cannot turn our
backs on them.’

THE “THREE TUNS™ ENQUIRY

N ARTICLE which I wrote for the

Bristol University magazine
caused a nine-day wonder some months
back, when the national press pounced
on it and headlined the ‘allegations’ that
hemp had been planted on people
arrested during a mid on Bristol's “Three
Tuns' public house in St. George's Road.
Only Freepom reprinted it in full with-
out the appropriate distortions. The
publicity upset George Twist, our Chief
Constable, who demanded substantiation
or a retraction and apology. As a result
of this the National Council for Civil
Liberties was contaeled, and with their
most helpful assistance statements from
people arrested were obtained and pre-
sented to the Chief Constable with a
formal complaint.

This resulted in 80 enquiry conducted
by two offigers from the Staffordshire
force.  After conslderable delay this
report has completed its passage through
the tortuous ¢ of officialdon and
come to rest on ME Twist’s desk. 1In a
letter handed 1o mn an October 27 he
informed me that ‘the independent in-
vestigation into your allegations against
the Bristol Poli arding the “Three
Tuns' mid in ber 1964 have been
thoroughly and pendently  investi
pated in aceo with the terms of
section 49 of the |
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ice Act 1964° (sic).
Director of | m%

Bristol's Watch Committee issued a
statement the same day to the effect
that they had ‘complete confidence in
the officers concerned, and asked the
t::hief Constable to inform them accord-
ingly’. According to the Daily Telegraph
(October 28) they also said ‘The Town
Clerk was requested to take the opinion
of leading counsel should the officers
concerned wish to take any further
action”.

This, I suppose, is exactly what one
can expect when the police investigate
themselves. Tt appears that Mr. Twist
doesn't intend to let anyone see the
report, which iy scarcely surprising con-
sidering some of the allegations made in
the statements given fo the enquiry. I
rm- on: would i:? ‘most inmu&ed to see
how  the ng o
the compla % and the |
exposed in the reports o
ceedings which they were
Yet, here we are, wlth an
investigtion which fi ¥
thing wrong with Hé
canduct of the raid
that the

life being
WHATITIS...

charged with contempt. They were
Stan Duniels, Roy Mills, Denis
Sales and Brian Lomas. Stan did
not appear as his wife was in court
at Maidstone for overstaying her
time at the Hostel. This case was
deferred. The judge was quite
satisfied that they were in contempt
although pretty strong evidence was
produced. He made them all sign
an undertaking saying that they
would not go to the Hostel except
between 8 am. and 10 p.m. on
Saturdays and  Sundays, and
secondly in a case of emergency
such as a sick wife or child they
would first go to a Police Station
and go to the Hostel accompanied
by a policeman,

On November 4, once again
several families and various sup-
porters attended a meeting in Erith
this time addressed by Crossman’s
assistant, Bob Mellish. Most of us
were refused admission.  About
half way through, one militant youth
went to a side door and managed
to open it from the inside. We tried
to push our way in but were stopped

by police and stewards, After three
successive tries | mnnaged to
squeeze my way in. The meeti

then started to get out of hand

eventually Mellish stood up and sa;d
that he had prepared a statement
for the families, and would addtess
them outside after the meeting
After cries of ‘Whi -

the voters can hear?’

pletely ‘inhuman’.

On November 5, Stan Damcls- .

appeared in court. The case was
over in about ten minutes and Stan
was made to accept the undertaking.
The Judge was then handed a letter
from Brian Lomas and Roy Mills,
saymg that they could not accept

the undertaking. He called them to
the front and asked them if they
fully understood the implications
this letter, and did they -
could now send them (o prison. They
said they did, and assu that
Af " 'thmg wﬁ: gt

ter saymg somel about gom’g
to the Crown Office

recent judge’s decision was eeon;a-'

(-
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hooks ?

We can supply
any book in print

NEW BOOKS
Confessions of an Irish Rebel
Brendon Behan 30/-
Collected Plays Albert Camus 30/-
Neo-Colonialism: the Last Stage of
Imperialism Kwame Nkrumah 42/-

The European Right
(ed.) H. Rogger and E. Webber 63/-

Jericho Pat Arrowsmith 21/-
The Birth Controllers R. Fryer 42/-
Dog Years Gunther Grass 42/-

The Most of S. J. Perelman 10/6
The Stranger Within

Fabian Study Group 3/6
The Great War 1914-18 J. Terraine 63/-
The Unloved Germans H. Eich 40/-
Rebecca’s Daughter Dylan Thomas 25/-
REPRINTS
The Concept of Freedom

Christopher Caudwell 35/-

Poems Christopher Caudwell 25/-

SECONDHAND

Germany’s Hitler (1938), Heinz A, Heinz
(faded) 4/-; The Need for Roots, Simone
Weil 10/-; Reconstruction by Way of
the Soil, G. T. Wrench 4/-; Inside Russia
Today (1958), John Gunther 5/-; The
Track, Arturo Barea 4/-; The Very Thing
that Happens, Russell Edson 3/6; Kid-
dar’s Luck, Jack Common 3/-; The Social
Life of Animals, W. C. Allee 4/-; Narrow
Boat, L. T. C. Rolt 3/6; Terror over
Yugoslavia, Avro Manhattan 8/6: The
Crime of Sylvesire Bonnard, Anatole
France 4/-; Thais, Anatole France 4/-:
The Red Lily, Anatole France 4/-;

Principles of Social Reconstruction,
Bertrand Russell 3/6; Marxism, J. M.
Murry, MacMurray, Holdaway and

Cole 7/6;: The Rise of Democracy, J.
Holland Rose 8/6; Gods Divide, A.
Howell Smith 3/-.

_.Frcodom Bookshop

FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736

B U TR
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’

Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Postenty
Vol 3 1953: Colomahism on Tnal

Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vol 9 1959: Print, Press & Public

vol 10 1960: The Tragedy ol Africa
Vol 11 1961: The People in the Street
Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6

The paper edition of the Selections »
available 10 readers of FREEDOM

B! _S_!S post free

VERNON RICHARDS

Malatesta: His Life and Ideas

cloth 21/-; paper 10/6.

E. MALATESTA

Anarchy Paper 1/-

PROUDHON
‘What is Property? cloth 42/-

ALEXANDER BERKMAN
-ABC. of Anarchism paper 2/6

HERBERT READ d
Poetry & Anarchism paper 2/6

'AUL ELTZBACHER

wnarchism (Seven Exponents of the
Anarchist f@al@opby) cloth 21/+
RUDOLF ROCK

Nationalism and Cullwe

cioth 20/-

CHARLES MJ\IH‘ IN
TM;a.fmg.Sociaty 26

HEWETSON
m&. Pove i und the Stute

Your Lordship,

We, BRIAN LOMAS and ROY MILLS,
will be attending your Court at 10.30 on
November 5. We respectfully request
you to consider the following statement.

In your Court on Monday, November I,
you pronounced us guilty of contempt of
court. You did not believe us when we
said that we had not flouted the Court,
Order of October 4 by living with our
wives and children at the King Hill
Hostel for homeless families, at West
Malling, Kent.

We feel that you came to the conclu-
sion that we were in contempt because
we openly admitted that we had been
visiting our families regularly. We do
not think that the position regarding
visiting was adequately explained to you
by those representing us. We would
like Lo explain this to you personally and
properly now.

The interim injunction granted to the
Kent County Council in the High Court
on October 4 restrained us from living at
King Hill Hostel. It did not restrain us
from wisiting. On October 8. we
appealed against the granting of this
injunction before the Court of Appeal.
Lord Denning, Master of the Rolls,
rejected our Appeal but he obviously felt
he had a very strong reason for doing so
when he said: ‘In the ordinary way,
husbands would go to work and would
only be there at night. These men can
eo and visit their families at any time,
but they must not sleep there! Please
see attached photostat of a press cutting
from the Evening Standard of Oclober 8.)

Enquiries have been made in the
appropriate offices of the High Courts of
Justice with the purpose of getting a
transcript of the proceedings in the Court
of Appeal on October 8. so that we
could put Lord Denning’s full statement
before your Lordship. It has been dis-
covered that it is not praclice to make
shorthand notes of the whole of such
proceedings, and no such notes were
made in this case. We submit, therefore,
that the press report quoted above is
sufficient evidence of Lord Denning’s
statement concerning visiting times.

A further reason for our continuing to
visit our families after October § is that
there is a notice concerning visiting at
the main entrance to King Hill Hostel.
This notice measures about four feet by

three feet. In letters two inches high, it
states :
‘ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE

WARDEN'S OFFICE UNLESS VISIT-
ING A FAMILY ( Ug\RTER AT THE
OCCUPANT'S RE(

‘.f’cccordmg to this nnilcc, anybody can
Visit our wives—except us!

On Monday, November |, you ruled
that we can only visit our wives and
families on Saturdays and Sundays except
in the case of an emergency—such as
illness of a wife or child—and that in
such an emergency we must first go to
a police station and get a police officer
to escort us into King Hill Hostel and
that he must remain there until we come
out again. This raises all sorts of
questions which were not staled or con-

sidered. For example, will the police
accepl our interpretation of an ‘emer-
gency'?  Will a police officer be im-

medialely available when we inform them
of the emergency? I[s the police officer
to travel with us on the bus from West
Malling Police Station to King Hill
Hostel (a distance of over two miles) or
is the police officer to escorl in a police
car! How long are we allowed to stay
in the hostel in an emergency?

It is also obvious that there is consider-

Letter to His Lordship

able confusion on the Kent County
Council about visiting and visiting times,
On Wednesday, pqrober 20, the Health
and Wellare Committee met, under the
Chairmanship of pr. A. Elliott. The
Committee amended rule 5 of the King
Hill rules of conguet. The old rule S
used to read ‘Nprmal visiting at week
ends only, Speciy] visits can only be
made by prior arrangement with the
Officer-in-Charge’. [t was amended to
read as follows: “Visiting between 10 a.m.
and 8 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays
only. Special visits can only be made by
prior arrangement with the Officer-in-
Charge'.

Notification of this amended rule was
given in writing to most of the mothers
at King Hill, on Qctober 22. But not
one husband, nor any other possible
visitor was notified. The notice at the
main enirance remains in its original
form, to this very day.

WE FEEL THAT THE HEALTH
AND WELFARE COMMITTEE OF

THE KCC HAVE OPENLY FLOUTED
LORD DENNING'S STATEMENT
(QUOTED ABOVE) ABOUT VISIT-
ING TIMES WE FEEL THAT IT
WAS REASONABILE FOR US TO
BELIEVE, AS WE DID, THAT LORD
DENNING'S STATEMENT AS
QUOTED IN THE PRESS CARRIED
MORE AUTHORITY IN THE MAT-
TER OF VISITING TIMES THAN
THE CONFUSION ON THE SUBJECT
SHOWN BY THE KENT COUNTY
COUNCIL AND ITS HEALTH AND
WELFARE COMMITTEE.

We are finding it exeremely difficult to
abide by your Lordship’s ruling on the
question of visiting. Our wives and
families, because of their homelessness,
were in a very distressed condition even
before entering King Hill Hostel. In
spite of the appalling conditions in the
hostel, their distress was somewhat les-
sened as long as we could visit them
daily, or at least several times a week.
Now that we are only to visit

allowed

THIS LETTER WAS put before M
Justice Lawton (in Court) on S.11.65
when Brian Lomas and Roy Mills ad-
dressed him. It is released {or publication
bv B. Lomas and R. Mills.

them at week ends their distress is
becoming pitiful and heartbreaking. Some
of our children are fretting for us and
becoming ill. Our wives are getting near
to nervous breakdowns. Our families
have commilted no crime. The fault for
our homelessness does not lie with vs

On carefully reconsidering our actions
of the past weeks, we are now convinced
that we have commilted no crime either,
On the contrary. We believe we have
done the right, proper, and moral thing,
which ought to be the natural duty of
every good citizen and husband.

We feel we must continue to do our
duty. We must continue to do what we
consider the right thing. We must there-
fore inform your Lordship of our inten-
tion to be free from now on to visit our
wives and children whenever possible, to
comfort, console, reassure and help them,

Your Lordship,

We remain,
Yours sincerely,
Brian Lomas and Roy MiLLs,

REVIEWED paintings under
contrived conditions and in

l HAVE

many

many an odd gallery. Whether it was
standing on the public pavement, the
silence of the private house, the
arty pub. the suicidal tiny attic
or the dirt crawling cellar, one
thing was paramount and that was the

dignity of the painter, for it was accepted
that without the painter there was nothing

and in that small moment in time and
space i given the full honour of on
who has to give and we stand happy and
eager to receive. It has been left

our ind Nabby faced bureaucracy
to achicve the nadir of human under-

standing and good laste.
Whoever was responsible for the

handling of the Arthur Koestler Award

Scheme, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.1
went through his motions with such
clammy insensilivity that a display of
public vomiting would be a worthy
comparison.  Aghur  Koestler having

been imprisoned byithe Spanish, French
and British Establishments in that order
of priority, e dsome. years ago. tu
help those ‘captivesuesis of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth 11 by providing annual
awards 1o Prisoners in order to encourage
them to pI‘OdLJ\C some form of creative
work. If propcrf_\' handled it was a happy
idea and. as all good schemes should. it
threw up its au grand scandale de tout
le monde when itibecame known that the
novel Young and Sensitive by Daon
Robson that won the first prize in the
1963 Koestler Award was a well sprung
con job. Ex-prisoner Robson had
laboriously spent his cell time in capying,
in longhand, an' American unsaleable
paperbacked novel Fires of Yourh by an
unknown and untraceable author Charles
Williams. Robson  submitted  this
plagiarised work as the first fruit of his
own creative, new-born genius, and
walked off with the first prize and a
contract with the publishing firm of
Hutchinson. There is now a dull beating
of breasts in thé back rooms and the
casting of baleful eyes in the direction of
Green, Peters, Priestley, Pritchett and
Toynbee for handing out the loot, yet

Anarchist Federation of Britain

Co-ordinating Secretary: Frank Hirsh field, 4 Albert St., London, N.W.1,

London Anarchist Group 1&2

‘Lamb and Flag', Rose Street, off Garrick
Street, London, W.C.2. (Leicester Square
tube) 7.45 p.m. All welcome.

Sundays.

NOV 14 Philip Sansom

Just Talking

NOV. 2] Axel Ney-Hoch

Join the Police Force!

NOV 27 Arthur Uloth

Propagating the Fuith

Public Meetings every Sunday Hyde Park
3 pm. Correspondence to: D. Bell, 10
Gilbert Place, W.C.1,

[ESERERIRE TEET T LS RS S

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack
Robinson and Mary Canipa's, 21 Rum-
bold Rd.. 5.W.6 (off King's Rd.), 8 p.m.
Last Thursday in month: At George
Hayes’, 174 Mcleod Road, S.E.2.

nd Friday #t Brian Leslie's, 242 Ames-
bury Avenue, SW.2 (Streatham Hill,
Nr. Station),

3rd Friday of each month at 8 pm. at
Donald & Irene Rooum’s, 148a Fellows
Road, Swiss Cottage, N.W.3,

First and third Tuesday ol cach month
at A. W. Uloth’s, 24 Curtain Road, E.C.2,
8 p.m. (entrance through cafe).

THE LONDON INDIVIDUALIST
ANARCHIST GROUP meets the second
Sunday of each month at 10 Churton

Street, Victoria, S.W.1 (off Vauxhall
Bridge Road) at § p.m,
sk ms e T e T o]

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

BEXLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Cor-
respondence to Payl Wildish, 2 Cumbrian
Avenue, Barnehurgt, Kent,

[BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP.
Details of meetings from Peter Neville,
12 South Grove, Erdington, B’ham, 23,

BORDER FEDERATION OF ANAR-
CHISTS. Correspondence: John Stark,
39 Scotl Street, Galashicls.

BRISTOL FEDERATION. Enquiries to
lan Vine, 3 Freeland Place, Hotwells,

. Bristol, 8.

CARDIFF ANAJ (;nls‘l' GROUP, Con-
tact Mike Crowley, 36 Whitaker Road,
Tremorfa, Cnrdjg,

DUNDEE GR
and Una ‘[‘um(‘;gﬂr

contacts: (1) Bob
44 Peddie Street,

Dundee.  Meetings at 44 Peddie Sm.(ezt)
Dundee, eve agurday at 3 pm
Sheila 4 Pnlcparlr. Road,

Whi uakeyftr 64
Dnndee d

these starry eyed literati were in the right
1 opinion on
ore them for
blem. [f
v handing

recoiled

personal

ind his con trick, let

= and simply
reference for the Koestler
instituted (o

alter

the man k
the rules of
Award

encourage

iReally
was specifically

prisoners to do some form of

creative work and if pulling the rug
from under the feet of pomposity is not
creative then we are all in for a long
hard haul to the grave. But a Don

Robson was sorely needed at this year's

hit n of Me Kotsilélr Award Scheme.
vithin Charing Cross Under-
one brief week, was
incarcerated men
one

I he
ground Hl.-.:iun. for
exhibited the work of
and the, with what adjective can
describe him?, person responsible for this
study of mass humiliation had placed a
fully uniformed prison warder in public
charge of the exhibition and that the
point should not be lost on the drifting
travellers He had plastered this exhibi-
tion with recruiting forms advertising for
prison warders (£13 10s. 6d. a week with-
out overtime), To apply for a catalogue,
‘Wetve run out of them sir', one had to
stand before a prison warder at his desk
and to seek information one had to
wait while uniformed pockets were un-
fastened and thumbed notebooks studied,
"‘Understand this, sir. Mr. Koestler was
not a coriminal even if. as you say, he'd
been in prison three times becatse they
were for political offences.

Will they never learn, these stupid
people, that the only thing you can rob
a man of is his dignity as a man and that

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP
ONE. Correspondence to Robert Lynn,
2b Saracen Head Lane, Glasgow, C.1.
Meetings at Horseshoe Bar, Drury Street,
Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP.

Contact: Mike Mitchell, 3 Bakewell
Road, Droylsden. Meetings alternate
Tuesdays, 8 p.m. at the Lord Nelson,

Chapel Street, Manchester and socially:
week-ends at the Rising Sun, Albert
Square, Manchester.

ILFORD LIBERTARIANS. Regular
meetings and direct action contact 212
Vicarage Road, Leyton, E.10.
MERSEYSIDE FEDERATION.
Enquiries: Barbara Renshaw, 4 Clarence
Road, Devonshire Park, Birkenhead,
Cheshire.

NORTH-WEST ESSEX. Meetings on
the first Saturday of each month at
7.30 pm. at Robert Barltrop’s, The
Old Vicarage, Radwinter, near Saffron
Waldron.
ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP.
Knockholt, Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Every
six weeks at Greenways, Knockholt.
Phone: Knockholt 2316, Brian and
Maureen Richardson.

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Con-
tact H. G. Mellor, Merton College,
Oxford.

SURREY ANARCHISTS are invited to
meetings on the first Thursday of every
month at Chris Torrance’s (63 North
Street, Carshalton, Surrey—please ring

three times) Meetings 7.30 p.m.
EDU‘[‘I!AI_L } A.BIE!!ET ‘GROUP.
Get in touch with Roger Sandell, 58
Burns Avenue, Southall, m

this is what poverty, imprisonment and
herded labour does, and that patronage,
be it private, public or pnson, does not
alleviate this evil but is merely a form of
black charity that degrades both giver
and receiver, I'here are 1wo answers
for Koestler in lus attempt to htfp the
behind bars and this

men and women
does not lie in simply herding (heir
creative work before a swinish and in-

different public as an opportunity for a
five minutes of instant giggle.

If he values the dignity of these men
and women as individuals then they
should never be segregated, and if this
dreary type of exhibition must be given,
then every one within the prison confines
should be encouraged to submit work,
This means the warders, the official, the
medical staff, the civilinn administration
stafl, ven, even to the prison governor,
for only when their nameless work join
the other nameless works in these exhibi=
tions can it truly be held to be prison art,
and who would dare to dogmatise when
the daub that one was knocking might
be by the chiel medical HMP. :

The other way out for Koeslor
syphon the prison work unobtrusively’
into the public domain without the dirty
hands of authority publicly pushing and
fouling it. Damn the authorities for their
help and their hindrance, for they will
shrug off the failures and take full credit
for the successes. Visualise the prison
work of Bertram Russell or Fuchs publicly
displayed as part of a recruiting dnve for
prison warders and the sheer imbecility
of this exhibition becomes apparent. .

But, in all honesty, one must record
that there is little merit in the work ex-
hibited in this current exhibition and
the kindest thing would have been to
have had it entered in the various
amateur art shows within the London area,
as the local Hammersmith art group does,
for within this framework it could stand
or fall on its own merit and this is, in
that old final analysis, all you can offer
an artist.  But the clowns in High Office
have decreed otherwise. The first three
prizes went in this order: Blundestone

Continued on page 3

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Contact
Mr. Karl Taylor. 98 Clova Road, Forest
Gate, London, E7. Meetings on Wednes-
days. Py
Emasdsaeass ]
PROPOSED GROUPS

CORNWALL ANARCHIST GROUP.
Interested? Please write Derek Toman,
46 Weeth Lane, Camborne, Cornwall.

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY GROUP.
Anyone interested please contact Bill
Jamieson, c¢/o Students’ Union, Oxford
Road, Manchester.

NORTHOLT ANARCHISTS. ijeﬁl‘
formation of group contact Jim Huggon,
173 Kingshill Avenue, Northolt, Middle-
sex or Miss Jean McLean, 6 Epsom Close,
Northolt Park, Middlesex.
LEWISHAM, LONDON, S.E. Have
baby. Can’t travel. Seek sympathisers/
comrades in area. Mike and Alison
Malet, 61 Granville Park, SE.13.
GLASGOW  ANARCHIST GROUP
TWO. Anyone interested contact Joe
Emblecton, 11 Baliol Street. Glasgow.

READING AND DISTRICT. A,n_-,rbady',
interested in a revival of gro contact
Roy St. Pierre and Max PF T,
Morgan Road. Reading or Mike |

St. Patrick’s Hall (H.18), D
Avenue, Reading.

| -
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We are sorry to announce that our
friend, Karl Walter, died in London
last month at the age of 85.

He came from a musical family. His
father was an organist al Edinburgh,
whose parents were a German composer
and an Austrian singer settled in
Switzerland; his mother was the daughter
of a Yorkshire composer. He had no
memory of his parents, who both died
of tuberculosis in their twenties. He was
brought up with his brother by an aunt,
and educated in England, Switzerland
and Italy. 1In his twenties he got over
the chest trouble that seemed to threaten
him with his parents’ fate, and, after
working in North and South America, he
settled in the Old Town at Bordighera
on the Italian Riviera. did some social
work with Grinling in Woolwich. and
met such people as Keir Hardie and
Kropotkin. Keir Hardie came to wvisit
him in Bordighera, and Kropotkin intro-
duced him to the English anarchists.

He wrote occasionally for FrEeDOM,
and he was one of the two English dele-
gates to the International Anarchist
Congress at Amsterdam in 1907; the other
was his frier Tom Keell, then the
printer and e editor of FREEDOM.
In 1904 he ied Margaret Hardy,

an Amenc > met in Italy, TIn 1908
he went to t ates, and worked
for the Kar tar until the Great
War. He ‘Ld to England, and
worked st 10 help brng
Ameri | War. He told Keell,
who was holding FrerDOM to its anti-war

position despite the opposmon of Kropot-
kin, that he thought ‘we had to win the
war in order to secure, among other
things, the freedom to argue against
fighting that or any other war. After
this he drifted away from the anarchists,

He had always been interested in the
co-operative movement, and in 1924 he
became the first Secretary of the Founda-
tion for Agricultural Co-operation
founded by his friend, Horace Plunkett.
In 1934 he retired to Bordighera to write.
He had always been interested in syndi-
calist ideas, and he had some sympathy
with the syndicalist aspect of Italian
Fascism; but his qualified support didn’t
help when Mussolini declared war in
1940, and he and his wife had to flee the
country. After the War they returned
to Bordighera, where she died in 1953.
He then divided his life between England
and Ttaly, until he settled down for the
last time in London in 1963. He re-
married in 1957, and again in 1965.

He returned in old age to the anarchism
of his youth, and wrote occasionally for
FreepoMm again.  He called himself an
anarchist communist, but he was really
an extreme individualist, as he had been
all his life. He wrote several books, of
which the most interesting is his un-
published autobiography; extracts from
it have appeared in the
Libertarian and FREEDOM.

We are glad to publish a memoir of
Karl Walter by his only son, Dr. Grey
Walter, of the Burden Neurological
Institute, Bristol.

University

Kfmﬁ. WALTER 1880-1965

died in
18, 1965,

the

1Stc, dead

Ll")] a  pari I activilty, n Vas
improbably versatile, Th_c. jobs, he was
most proud of were writing for FREEDOM
and, of all other publications, the Kansas
City 51 Pex be. taken as a

cotiveness
ning, at
still

sure in the

Round the Galleries

Ccm’cmued from page 2

full of Yealsian
bravado for a brash and
rowded Iy titled *Mealtime'
ol me jucuing 10 empty theéir pisspots;
and Moss Side prisor wr iwo religious
paintings of raw and heavy handed brush-
WOTK

would have chosen a
Blundeston pencil drawing of a child for,
despite  its  inaccurate  drawing  of
draperies, it has a beautiful and delicate
use¢ of pencil, and Manchester for his
with its luminous depth
and casual Utrillo modelling of houses.

But 10 Blundestone, Wandsworth, Moss
Side and Manchester, whoever you may
be, greetings and good wishes [rom
Maxwell Road

I, for my par

winter landscape

ArTHUR Moyse.

most highly disciplined forms—Acrostic
sonnets to people he loved and meticu-

lous translations from Russian, Latin
and dialect Italian. In his last years,
having rented a flat from a Hellenic

he set himself to learn Greek in
extracting more delicate
ymn the classical love poems.
0's phi.omph\ of life owed
personal friends than to his
was  conventional
1. He spent many
i the turn of the century,
‘ter World War II. He
and lan-
their warmth and
even more for the
1t '._lh_- which is con-
1al Italophiles by
anarchist convic-
their severest test
the Old Town
1era dLm—lL the fascist epoch.
He lost several friends by his reasoned
apologics for ltalian Fascism during the
Abyssinian and Spanish Wars, and it was
indeed hard to find any good or hope in
Italy in those days. Karl, however,
found many old friends in Mussolini's
gang, like the Duce himself, Socialists by
upbringing, and now syndicalists by
circumstance. It was the strain of syn-
dicalism in the Corporative State that
gave Karl hope of positive evolution. As
1 close friend and follower of Edward
Carpenter, Peter Kropotkin and Keir
Hardie, he could not think in simple
dialectical terms. He realised sadly that
before the state could wither it would
inevitably put out some exotic carpiver-
ous blooms which might contain the
seeds of future tyranny—or of freedom.
In many ways Karl was a modest
pioneer. When he was first married, he
and my mother lived in two rooms in
Bordighera Old Town among the
peasants and fishermen, rejecting the
typical bourgeois society of the pros-
perous English Colony in which he had
grown up and where they still had many
friends. Al the same time he was work-
ing as a bank clerk in the English Bank,
and in World War II he resumed this
ironical activity in the Italian Department
of the Bank of England, where also he
made many close friends. At that time
my parents were very poor, lived on
bread and oil and tomatoes, and bathed
only in the sea; he wore a beard and
home-made sandals, and 60 years later
would have been called a beatnik. Their
friends were the Socialists, humanists,
revolutionaries and artists of the period;
they succeeded in getting a  socialist
clected mayor, and my mother was
uppointed Inspector of Schools in this

scholar,
the hope of
mean
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THe wns.an-smml x
Rhodesia ccnlinucd'“"
thrill thrown in of '€
majority being furthe
death of an MP in
stituency. Westmins
inevitably returned A
Labour candidate and |
date met a convinced
ham Palace who
Douglas-Home was matvellous and were
very sorry he resigned. .ﬂlellbeml candi-
date said, ‘Conditions in
seem to be at all b
candidate said, ‘They
Palace) are such nice PeO
lively and well-informed. 1 had two of
the best political d:ccuﬂm I have had
in the whole campaign in there. We
canvassed the silver pantry apd the linen
room. It was very beautiful silver,
beautifully polished’. The Tory candi-
date said, ‘I do not feel that it is right
to use the electors living at Buckingham
Palace for purposes publicity’. He
did not send a canvasser. The Liberal
lost his deposit. . .

absolutely that it had sent bank shares Val_
about £150,000 to a pulping-mill |

thalﬂwymwoﬂhmmﬁm

at one time. TheI

the hearing of the case. ,

MEANWHILE, THE US phy\ed hn\roe-'-
its friends, accidentally bombing (|

of De Duc and another village killin,
civilians and wounding 55. Tt was
that the accident at De Duc was
result of the transposition of m" _
in the co-ordinates of a : !
Canberra dropped three bombs on South

A LiBERAL MP took the post of l:leplxty
Chairman of Ways eans in the
House of Commons, for his voting
rights and disenfranc his electorate

and securing the Government’s majority

of three. The Liberals moved into Smith  Korean troops whom it was su
Square to be with the other political De supporting in an action agains
parties. The Post Of delivered the Vietcong. One Korean was

' four injured. A South Vie }
was arrested by police inmdwm; the
death of his wife, a Master Sergeant

A Vietnamese

Labour Party's mail t
the first working day

the Liberals on

known as ‘Tiger Lady’.
farmer, Nguyen Van Chm
upon for the remova.l of
from his back. He had
> around with the grenade emboéded in
homes. He  pack for eight days. He ;
: and - pave said on sitting up in lhe “hospital
of exploiting  peg ‘I must get back. The crops have
real suffering {4 be planted. A young Quaker set
fire to himself on thestepsof
: gon as a protest against the V
s war, bystanders took away this

Labour candi-
d said at a
it he sym-

MR. JIM WELLBELOVED
date for Erith and C
noisy election meeti
pathised with the plig
had been evicted from
accused  ‘Anarchist,

Socialist action' movem
for their own purposes
of those without homé

33‘

THE NO-HANGING BILL,
bill sponsored by Mr.
was given a third readin
Lords and the Hous
Lord Arran’s bill to lé
practices between con
private (this is nolikal
House of Commons
before it
the late Speaker
awarded by bill a p
it was pointed o
MP’s  widows
year. . .

announced to
for some rest.”

DURING A WEEK fn which the Daily
Mirror was deno g Trade Unions,
Lewis and Watters, a building firm of
Coventry had announced a plan (later
withdrawn) to dlSl'IllSS 300 employees on
December 3 and resengage them three
days later in order lo avoid provisions
of redundancy compensation law.

The United Steelworkers Union of

Aholis Gensurshm

—demands George Melly &

NEWSWEEK camed an adveﬁmnmﬁ?by
Warner and Swasey, Precision ma
manufacturers of Cleveland, hea
EVOORDS MEN LIVE BY. Tiof
yalty. Self-respect. Decency. Honour.
Work' and goes on ‘These a:z the labels
of the ideals which blgih thu co
saved the world, sml

DDRESSING A CAPACITY audience at stake, He will
at the ‘Lamb and Flag' on Sunday cautiously and will -
(November 7), George Melly commented *he word ‘ot

on the restrictions imposed on his book
Owning-up. 'Censorship still exists, he
said, ‘and we must €ampaign to abolish
it. All that has happened since “Lady
Chatterley” is thal publishers are forced
to listen to the r's lawyer, as it is
the printer’s li that is irrationally

surprising commun Even as avowed
atheists, he and my mother were asked to
be godparents to several local children,
and so deep and Iasting was the respect
L, when my mother
iler, the church and
he should be buried
lic cemetery, even
1 funcral rites and
lent (riends and god-
children  still - put

commune asked
in the local Cal
when we refused
ceremonies,
children allll

There can lowers on Karl's
grave, for we ha funeral and we do
not know wh Where his body was.
finully  des Sometimes,  when
dyin' ¢
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Attempted Murder
in Fleet Street

& I 5 P.M. on Friday, October 29,
42 72 workers at Exchange Tele-
graph (EXTEL) were informed that
their services would no longer be
required after December 31. Extel
had arbitrarily  decided to close
down its parliamemary and home
News services.

TFhis is the Star - Chronicli
MURDER all over again; the
difference is merely one of numbers
of workers involved, but lo indivi-

dual workers concerned the result
is the same—the SACK.
Before anyone goes inlo tears

about Extel having its back to the
wall and running at a loss for years,
the facts are, Extel is doing very

nicely. it is closely linked with Glyn
Mills the bankers. Last year il
earned record profits with a divi-

dend raise of approx. 20 to 257

The major part of Extel business
is supplying racing news (o betting
shops and the City ‘ticker’ service.
Racing is a money-making big
business, for all concerned (other
than the punters). The City ‘ticker’
service speaks for itself so profit-
wise Extel have no worries

What Exchange Telegraph are
doing, in fact, 1s cutting out the
FINANCIAL DEADWOOD. A
few years ago it closed ils overseas
offices to concentrate on its home
service.

The only consideration of the
company is to make more monegy
(do we expect any different?); the
guestion of providing a public ser-
vice doesn’t arise. ;-'\x the Guardian
stated on 1.11.65; ‘They are the
proprictors of a news agency, and

“have m'l'cme"ﬁibcr that'they arc pro-

viding a public service. That must
at times lead them to modify strictly
commercial calculations.’

By 5 p:m. on Oclober 29, strong
protests had been made both by
broadcast and publishing against the
closure. On Monday, November 1,
the workers concerned decided to
set up a Defence Commitlee and

Gontact Column

Accommodation. Anarchist couple with
hittle daughter pre seeking accom-
modation anywhere in Lopdon/South
England also in return for house-
work, gardening, etc. Fauser, 242
Amesbury Avenue, Streatham, S.W.2.

Siudy Group. Blue Star Movement.
Effective speaking, self-expression,
creative communication. All wel-
come, Silver denation. 7.0-9.30 p.m.
Mondays, November 1, 15, 22, 29 at
13 Prince of Wales Terrace, W.2.

Projects for Peace Conference. Birming-
ham, November 13, ‘La Boheme',
Aston  Street, 230 pm-8 pm.
Speakers Tom McAlpine, Phillip
Sced and others. Films, discussion
and working groups

Concord Theaire Group. ‘George Wash-
ington Crossing the Delaware’ and
‘In the Country of the Blind". King
Georges Hall, Great Russell Streot,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Novem-
ber 11, 12, 13 at 8 p.m.

Co-op. Support an anarchist group
indirectly,  Anyone, anywhere in
Britain, using the Co-operative. ¢an
support  Birminghum  Anarchist
CGiroup by quoting our number,
BA6T23,

New Poster
War Want
‘Waste Why?

Polities!

34d. each plus postage. Orders to

‘Bill Sticker, q{o 17a Maxwell Road,

London, 5.W
Pw-lﬁ'lcnd- ‘Ex-teacher. Dis-

tar political ideas would

embark
paign lo

upon a nation-wide cam-
prevent the pr'l_\p.:.w\l
closure, An amendment calling for
immediate strike action was  sus-
pended at this stage for considera-

tion if necessary at a future date.
Within 24 hours the first oflicial
union delegation marched into the

Extel boardroom for the first belated
consultation. And 24 hours later
leaders of the Printing and Kindred
I'tades Federation (PKTF) de-
manded from the managemenl an
explanation and urged that steps
should be taken to stop the shut-
down.

Mr. Granville Eastwood, general
secretary of the PKTE, issued this
statement afterwards:

‘There was a valuable exchange
of views and it was agreed between

the Federation representatives and
the Company that everything should
be done to prevent a cessation of the
General Homes and Parliamentary
News Services although it wa
acknowledged that financial
stacles were considerable. 1{ v
agreed that any action would ne

to be

taken quickly and arran
ments have been made for
sentatives of the PKTF

Newspaper Proprietors Associatior
and the President of the Board of
Trade on Friday of this week.’

On November 2, a letter was sent
by the Defence Commitiee (o
George Brown pointing out the
obvious dangers—the danger of
restricied channels for the dissemi-
nation of news, the danger of sheer
commercial self-interest. The letter
calls for a thorough mvestjgatmn it
riecestary and  clbscs With the stale-
ment, ‘Whatever is brought to light
by such a study would be of benefit
to the national interest and not least
to that of 72 members of Exchange
Telegraph stali now' under notice of
dismissal after years of service
ranging up to half a century.

On November 3, a letter was sent
o the Minister of Labour deploring
retrograde management lechnigue
of no consultation whatsoever. The
letter ends, “We would add that we
have brought the matter to the
attention of our unions through the

constitutional ¢hannels, and that
the mapagement has belatedly
mlrccd o after-the-event discus-

sions,”

Mr. Douglag Jay. President of the
Board of Trade, does not think that
the closure of Exchange Telegraph
services is an appropr iate case for the
Monopolies Comnhmwn but is mak-
ing further cnq-mn:.\ to see how far
the facilities ayailable 1o the public
W i“ be affected.

l'o date numerous messages of
sympathy and support have been

received from various sections of
the trade unipn movement, from
Government jnformation  circles,

from MPs and from other areas.
Messages of support are hieartening;
messages of sympathy frighten me,
!\\.!HL sorry doesn’t cost a light, in

act it can be an excuse for doing
mar_hing,

On Thursday, November 11, the
Extel Defence Committee is calling
a mass meeting of all Fleet Street
chapels at the Scottish Corporation
Hall, Fetter Lane, at 6 p.m. The
purpose of the meeting is to put the
case for keeping the Extel services
in being and to call for support for
the actions being taken now and
that may be taken in the future.

In the last eouple of years or so
there have been many closures in
the printing industry with print-
workers being sacked.  Printing
houses have either amalgamated,
left London, or have claimed to
have gone broke. Extel puts for-
ward none of these reasons for the
c}oeure——ihﬁay just want . 10 make a
bigger profil irfes

1%& ntworkers ca|
there can be a8
The National Press’
service Extel p
subsidising  fromy lucrative
revenue from racing, plus the “City’
coughing up more from their Stock
Exe¢ hang‘. transactions.

We are leuys being told we must
work for the good of the nation,
here is a chance for Extel to come
forth as @& shining beacon of
patriotism. ‘News’ for the benefit
of all.

ssible solution.
ay more for the

BiLe CHRISTOPHER.

YCND ANNUAL CONFERENGE

Continued from vage 1
only in terms of exhibitionism and
empty protest rather than real communi-
cation and education; and Northolt
carricd o resolution advocating more
emphasis on ‘constructive Pence action
projects’, whether or not this will remain
a mere ‘paper resolution’ remains lo be
seen

Efforis were made to turn the YCND
towards the Committee of 100, but these
were resisted, in my view, rightly, as a
lot of “fringe” support would be lost in
this way, and a ‘fringe’ can be
encouraged to greater milituney in time.

A valignt effort, with which 1 sympa-
thised, was made by Harpenden YCND
1o turn YOND totally pacifis, bul again,
and for similar reasons, this was de-
feated, and again probably rightly so;
but it is an encouraging sign,

YOND also, thankfully, resisied seyeral
altempls  to  impose  membership; i
seermns that ‘Party cards' are not ‘in’, at
least, not at the moment,

A motion welcoming the new Ministry
of Disurmarment was remitied, thus wn-
other irrelevant ‘red herring’ was recog-
nised for the ‘stioking fish’ that it is,

The general frend was towards local
action rulher than centraljsed action;
though successful atiempls were made

10 emphasise the need for umw in the

Peace movement, which m
of the more ‘purist’ ¢l

annoy
nts in

An entire section of the conference
was devoted to discussion on Vietnam,
with swords often crossed een the
‘Communist wing' represented chicily by
Barking YCND who, in one resolution,
applauded the ‘outstanding restraint and
political maturity of the North Viet-
namese Government’ and the ‘Anarchist
wing’. The Barking resolution was
luckily withdrawn in favour of a Viet-
nam ‘.nmpasitt.—whidl read thus:—

‘This conference deplores the British
Government’s supporl of US policies in
Vietnam, which threaten to escalate
into a world war, It calls upon the
British Government to use ifs influence
to stop the bombing of North Vietnam
a5 first stage to peace. It asks for the
recognition of the Government of the
Peoples’ Republic North  Vietnam,
It calls for the brin >
participants of 1h'
ol 1954, together
of the NLF and jt
national Contral
that conference |
Vietnam 1o siupe
withdrmwal of [
especially US forg
free elections, wi

he representutives
that ll'ill Intar-

' accept this,

IeRlND_

for Workers'Control
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PRESSURE GROUP
R A MOVENENT?

RADE UNIONS in this country have

always been reformist organisations
without any revolutionary programme.
They have worked within the frame:
work of capitalism. gaining wage in-
creases and winning better working con-
ditions for their members. In faet,
they performed the job they were
created for, safeguarding the interests
of and winning improvements for work-
ing people.

When one looks at them today, it
often seems that they are now doing
just the opposite of this, Nowadays the
union leaders are so tied to the political
wing, espccmlly now that it is in power,
that it is the ‘national’ ie. employers’
interests that are put first and those of
the union members come a badly placed
second. Even with the increase in pro-
fits, the unions are failing to get a
reasonable share of these and even as
reformist unions, they are fail.ing their
members.

To combat this sort of thing, workers
have got together and set up their own
organisation. These unofficial groupings
in industries have come under attack,
not only from the employers, but also
Eram the unmn Jeaderships. 'I'hﬁy ve

8 \‘ < it
nationa press, the portw
workers and exhibition warker&. being
examples of this.

A HEALTHY SIGN

As Anarchists, we are glad to see
these groupings functioning. for they
are a healthy sign. There are, of course,
official channels for members o use o
put forward their own ideas and
policies, and according to union consti-
tutions, it is the member who makes
policy, but an increasing number of
union members are seeing that this gets
them nowhere and so the unofficial
groupings are being formed. :

Having gone this far, what are the
aims of such a body? Obviously it will
put forward some sort of programme
which it feels will have the support of
the workers in that industry, and by so
doing, it will act as a pressure group
upon their own union leaders. This is
inevitable, but the function of the un-

- e = ]

Admirable Idea, but . ..

Dear Ccmradﬁ,

Once again on the back page of

Freepom 1 notice advocation of the
admirable idea that striking busmen
should take their buses out but nor col-
lect fares. There is, however, a possi-
bility that such action, effective though
it would prove, could lead to disaster. 1
am thinking of the legal position. If
busmen take out a bus and carry pas-
sengers for nothing, then it seems to me
they would be running an illegal bus
service—and llun the lmma would
tuke no res o{ﬁ the case nf.
say, an aceident lnv ving a

or another motor whic]p—-pﬂm'

the responsibility  firmly  onto.

. . . they mrm*'f nll

I have made some enguiries into the
legal points raised by @% !‘omwdn

his letter,
London T
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official grouping should be to go bey
that of being a pressure group
formed to try to change union
and leaders, to utilise the official un
channels to gain cerfain policies,
support official policies, to try to preve
any compromises during negotiat
to try to build a rank and file movem
within the industry? 1 feel the
should be the prime activity.
If rank and file movemenis can
formed in industries, then they inev
exert pressure on union leaders, and .
a movement should be aimed for that
strong enough to by-pass this
In my own industry, that of b
we have an unofficial grouping ma
of labourers, carpenters, plumbers,
This, the London Joint Sites G
mittee, has done tremendous
during this year has achieved
victories, one the preventing
sackings of kmown militants o
Sunley’s site in Horseferry Road
other, the recent victory over 1
the Barbican job. Thu is
thing that can be done i
and other workers get
Surely, by now, we
tin

officials are ap-pommd.-
useless, but we are also h
selves for we are giving
should remain in our hands,
one else. ]

Our own works organisati
up with other factories in t
to. form a strong movemen
gain the demands put 3
rank and file. By having
level, active participation
struggles will raise the conscio
workers to further dema ;
bevond wages and conditions.

If workers can build up.
control their own organisations
hand over power to
then this is a major ste
that the structure of these
surely reflects how
Tun,

eventual reunificay
envisaged in the
In summary it
pood  conference
tarian elements. D
present “Tory' Goy
socfalist




