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Distorting Mirror

E Boothby-Mirror group affair

which the muck rakers inside

and outside Fleet Street must have

. viewed as a possibly bigger and

'~ better Profumo scandal has been

~ quickly settled, following the publi-

cation of Lord Boothby's letter by

the Times and all the National Press,

. vigorously denying all the charges.

- The letter and the Mirror's alle-

gations have proved a most profit-

able enterprise for Lord Boothby,

since the settlement, as well as con-

sisting of a retraction by the Mirror

group’s chairman in person, in-

i cluded a payment of £40.000 by
way of compensation.

- Lord- Boothby is no innocent in

[ the ways of this wicked world. nor

- of the ins and outs of the world of

mass communications. He has for
years been an entertainer both in
the Press, Radio and Television, as
well as in the house of Commons,
where, if one were to consult the
records, one would probably find
that he has used his privileged status
to say pretty damaging things about
people who had not his same op-
portunities to reply. But these are
the rules of the one-sided game and
obviously one would be foolish not
to take advantage of them when
they operate in one’s favour!
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AGAIN

INCE for the past week the atten-

tion of the press has been con-
nirated on the events in and off
of Vietnam, it is worth

roying the no doubt authori-
jan way of life in which the in-
habilants_hwd, an alien power had

/ royed their crops, and then sub-
Jjected them to nearly a century of
: n and oppression which
"n-doubiedly seemed much worse
M it was imposed by for-

GOLONIALISTS AT WORK

South Vietnam has pursued its
vicious policy of trying to terrorise
the Buddhist population into Cath-
olicism.

Consequently, it is hard not to be
sceptical when the press shows a
sudden interest just because a clash
has occurred involving elements of
the American and North Vietnamese
‘pavies, actions which while causing

etnam themsclves who have beerr

suffering just as much every day for
twenty years as a result of the clash
between the interests of the old
rulers and the western powers, and
the newly installed dictators of the
“Peoples Republic”™ and the Chinese
government.

The question in Vietnam is not
“Communism” or “Democracy” but
the rival interests of the American
and Chinese state machines. It is
just as true now, in the era of the
atom and hydrogen bombs, the affl-
uent societies of the west and the
struggles of the underdeveloped and
colonial countries to free themselves
from the European grip, that a capi-
talist state needs colonies, and that
a state with a big military machine
needs a terrain on which to exercise
it, and in which the interests of the
inhabitants can be safely ignored,
and over which it is possible to work
up enough ideological drivel to
convince most of its population that
the war is bemg fought in defence

‘been. suggcsted forcibly that

a 104% rise, but the
actual figures or

Similarly one would Be fooliyi
to be ready to bite the ha;
make one 1nlo 3 “household word™
For let there be NG l'hl‘l.;‘
this: the Bnnthb\\ ‘M l.’n
Beatniks and the Bardois are
old words beciause the lhrr.\ tors of
mass communications: have agrec
o give them the “fall treatment”
And by the same ken they can
juct as easily relegate them to limbo
Neither Lord Boolliby's leier to
the Times nor the Stalement signed
by Cecil King for the International
Publishing Corporation us owners
of the Daily Mirror and Sunday
Mirror have that ring of truth and
honesty which they are, presumably
intended to convey 0 the likes of
vou and this writer. And presum
ably since both the Mirror group in
the first place and Lerd Boothby in
his letter were cancerned with
establishing the factsfour comments
will not be interpretgdd otherwise.
The Sunday Mimor front page
report on July 12 alleged:

The recent pay uulaw of 61% for
postmen has given Mr. Green, the mil-
waymen's union leader, hope that they
will be able to gain a substantial wage
award from the Government. Their
claims are still outstanding and up until
now no reply has been received from
Dr. Beeching.

Postmen and railwaymen are in 4
similar position with regard to their
wage rates which are calzulated by their
employer, the Government. Both are
based on inquiries set up by the Gov-
ernment. For the ruilway, it was the
Guillebaud, which reported its findings
way back in 1959 and recommended that
railway workers should get wages that
were comparable with the industries
chosen by the inquiry. This figure has
never been achieved and taking into

consideration the present day wage rates
of these selected indust the railway-
men are again far behind. Working the

Guillebaud recommendations with pre-
sent day wage rates,
should get £10 14s, 10d. pe
but in actual fact he only ge
which is £1 0s. 4d. or

The union claimed that

none of the
Sunday Mirror was true though
wdded
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in fact, going on almost

Lord Boothby in his letler to the

woan learn irom Postmen.

a small increase on the 47, offer and
in fact they did not even name the figure
before the work-to-rule, overtime ban
and threatened strike were all called off.
The show was over and it was “back to
normal working lads and let's clear the
backlog™.

Of course the postmen were, in fact,
in a strong position to win their full
claim, but things might have got out
of hand, as they showed signs of doing
al the beginning of the strike. Troops
might have had to be called in. then
other G.P.O. workers brought out. This
in turm might have led to workers in
other industries coming out in solidarity
and this is the sort of thing that gives
the members of the Government night-
mares as well as Trade Union leaders,
The thing had gone far enough and the
Government  and  union  leadership
wanted a “return to normal”. Mr. Smith
had played the trade union leader's
role of smoothing the path to com-
promise, his essential role and place in
the present day mixed economy capi-

i

redd | 41T
i | I f nised

1 Il i the Swund ! .. f
| rmed London  from
Fra Y and foun m m - nt
1 Purliwment, Fleel Str und
iLh informed gQuarters werte ecth
vith rumours that 1 have a
nomosexunl relutionship with @
leading thug in the London under
ricd though 1 had been

q1 o nformed quarers !
recopnised by Lord Boothhy as such
that he was the person involved)

vigorously demed that he was a
homosexual or that he had been W0
Mavlmr parties tor al leust 20 yeurs
or that he had homosexual relation
ships with Fast End gangsters or
Brighton parsons

We have no reason to question
Lord Boothby's denials us matters
of fact; morally speaking we

“couldn't care less"—as the current

Continued on page 3
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talism.

What chance do the milwaymen stand
of winning the just demands of coms
parable wages, 1.e. 1047 Increase? Not
a hope if they rely on their leader, Mr.
Green, and his executive, Railwaymen
have the recent postal dispule as an ex-
ample of what will happen if they do,
Their wage is now £2 165, 6d. below
that of the postmen, yet often they are
working side by side doing the same
job. If they are to gain a substantinl
increase, they themselves must (ake the
action to win i, Postmen did take the
initiative in the first instance, but this
was not carried through. The milway-
men should learn by this.

By the time that Dr. Beeching makes
his offer, in reply to union claims, we
will be very close to the General Elec-
tion. Union leaders will not take action
s0 near to this event, so further delays
can bhe expected. These claims are
already overdue and now is the time for
action to force Dr. Beeching and the
Government o concede them.

Misdirected Aetlon

I should not think the assembly lines

move so fast at Rover's factory at
Solihull, as it does at Fords at Dagen-
ham. Assembly worlrcr: at Rovcn hwe
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(An anarchist summer schoal leciure,
continued from the previous issuc).
AS far as localised control of the
“® actual processes of production is
concerned, its usefulness as a purely
economic measure is recognised even in
capitalist industry, as the gang system
has shown. (See for instance the article
by Reg Wright in ANARCHY 8). Suppor(
for this view was expressed from an
unexpected source recently in a speech
by Mr. P. Chambers, head of ILC.L
which was published in Natuwre, in which
he elaborated at length the idea that it
was important not only to leave control
of detailed operations in the hands of
‘the men on the spot, but to accept that
they will from time to time make mis-
takes, and to refrain from withdrawing
their power or holding inquests when
they did. Of course he was only think-
ing in terms of local managers, and
not of workers’ councils, and he wanted
the top rank execufives to stop inter-
fering in detailed operational questions
so that they could concentrate on matters
of national policy, but that emphasises
even further the fact that the decisions
which are really important to production
of goods can be controlled by workers
without central direction, while the
managerial ranks are only necessary be-
cause of competitive marketing, adver-
tising and other activities which would

~ become redundant in a free societly.

Naturally, the problems of control al
the local level and overall control of
industry are closely linked. The gang
system was attacked because it was
thought to detract from “the right of
management (o manage’”, and Chambers
finished off his lecture by regretting the
decline of religion in England which had
previously given the upper class un
ideology with which to govern confi-
dently, and spoke favourably about the
ideological atmosphere of the Soviet
en._ W_lnch he found preferable 1o

n mlrdnst onmmumsl society,
will ¢ mmmlled by workers

‘culture  that spanned five

the efforts which are made to establish
cammunities carrying out these functions
today. There are for instance the Co-
operative Productive Associations, which
are owned by the workers. but where
managers take day to day decisions and
the handful of factories where (he
owners have turned control over 1o
workers' committees out of sociological
or religious convictions.

A number of schools have been set up
by parents and teachers gelling together
to provide an education for a few chil-
dren outside the confines of the state
indoctrination machine. Descriptions of
experiences along these, and similar
lines will be found in the files of
ANARCHY, together with anarchist evalua-
tion of them. However. what would
make them far more interesting would
be if they could be set up consciously
as a part of the libertarian communist

ELEGTION ANTHOLOGY

THE political 'hucksters are tremen-

dously busy these days. True, they
have nothing to offer to the people save
a few rotten planks, as breakable as the
proverbial ante-election promises. But
what’s the odds? The art of the huck-
ster is to make one buy the things he
doesn’t want, and the business of the
politician is to persuade the people that
they won't be happy till he gets his
office.

And so it goes merrily on. One gang
ol grafters supersedes another in an
endles*.a_ round of elections, and no one's
the wiser except the politicians. The
good citizen piously casts his little paper
in the box and goes his way, and what
ever party wins he plods on as before,
and all remains as it was. Only taxes
grow higher, the cost of necessaries
goes up, and ends are harder to meet.
And the worker, the actual producer
who pays the bill, he keeps on wonder-
ing how the change of masters is going

te the workers from the dilemrna

On the contrary, he still further compli-

cales and confounds the real issues by
promising the people a land flowing with
honey and milk, if they would only
worship that mysterious thing called
Socialism as their sole divinity. Its
high priests will already see to it that
the capitalist is legislated out of exist-
ence, and now, Socialist laws will decree
well-being and joy for all. For the
Socialist politicians have no quarrel with
the law, provided it is made by honest
Socialists, and administered and executed
by good party members, in order that
“the will of the people may triumph™.
But ‘the will of the people’ is begin-
ning to show unmistakable signs of law
diarrhoea. They have had too much of
that diet. The workers especially are
manifesting a tendency to rebel against
the masters even of their own choosing.
They are awakening to the possibilities
of being their own masters. They are
confidence in their own initiative

‘and developing their intelligence and
power, as producers, to make their will

to ﬂll his market-basket nnd—eontmues

movement's ic“viues is mewmhl:l.
that an enterprige of lhlS :ype in |1IF‘L‘~L1"
day society wij| have 1o compromise 01
a wide range of 1SSU€S in everything it
does; it is a gpeat mistake to confuse
a  tiny liber(grian community in an
authoritarian gpgiety with what I‘h.ll
community wopld be like in a free
society, However, if the communities
regarded themselyes not as refugees from
which their members could hide from
the outside wopld in. but as something
which could exert an influence on the
ideas and development of social thought,
they would be able to exist and make
the inevitable cgmprom:ses in a more
useful way. Of course, it should be
enjovable for the individuals connected
with such communities to live and work
in them but thig should in no way con-
flict with the idea that they might be
pioneering a demonstration of commun-

- Vil

operative directlys by wvirtue of labour
being the sole creator of all wealth.

That is the significance of direct action
methods that are:mow applied with ever
greater frequency and determination in
every struggle of labour—and labour
will teach thie rest of the world that Lhe
affairs of the people are the people’s
affairs, 1o h\ n,tu‘lated individually and
collectively by themselves, without the
interference of eyen Socialist law and
Socialist po .PiLi’:!JQ!

While this comsciousness is growing
throughout the ‘World in the industrial
life, it seems U .take also a political
turn in Mexico.8In the recent presi-
dential elections {1913] there the people
seem to have (Ic\i tely abstained from

LETTER

re f almost unigue

ing 1o poetry it admils
that there are oti:er things of interest
and worthy of editorials than capitalist
skullduggery and political chicanery
which, though real and vile, begin to be
hores after a bit.

Your editorial says you ‘believe in a
world in which both scientist and poet
can live their lives in harmony with
each other. By ‘believe in’ I guess you
mean ‘want to see’ and not ‘believe we
definitely will see’. For exponents of the
latter viewpoint, people who believe
in the free, golden, inevitable future
society with music and poetry echoing
down the streets and wonderful mach-
inery catering for every extravagant
whim must be getling near despair by
now.

Take a look at poetry.
me that the well-spring and inspiration
of what your editorial meant by poetry
{lf the bit abotlt the Danish yachtsman
is anything to ge on and which express
the emotional, spiritual, mystical, etc.)
have been nature, human feelings and

It seems tlo

¢ Anarchist Communist Approach

ism in prs actice.

For instance, it should be possible (o
largely finance an anarchist school by
voluntary subscription, and then be in

a position to choose teachers and to a

certain extent children, just as Christian
movements did at the end of the last
century. It should be possible to run
an evening institute for education and
research, at which sociological, psycho-
logical and economic studies of anarchist

interest could be carried on

and pub-

lished. Numerous workshops and agri-
cultural experiments could be carried
out, if the movement could realise itself
as a movement, and agree that 1t 15 1m
portant to try out these experiments as
a complement and not an alternative to
propaganda for a complete revolution
1m society

It may well be objected that parallels
to the experiments suggested above have

exercising their privilege of choosing

Consternation 1n the

new set of rulers
camp of politicians, The governments
of Europe and America even are
ing anxious, If ¢ efise
to be coralled in the she ths
how in the name of Moloch are you
going 1o get their wool? Why, govern:
ment could not exist a day if the people
were to refuse recognition and support!
And the industrial barons—how they
to skin the cattie if the brutes refuse (o
abide by the rules laid down for
skinning them?

You can't sit on a fellow’s back if he

persists in standing up straight,
the workers will no longe
supplication to earthly div
straighten their backs in the very holy
of holies—the temple of authority—the
whole labourious framework of explora-
tion and robbery will fall to the ground,

be ||uf in

inities and

relnnonshsps, and the cycle of birth,

inspired by such

poetry
things in a world where nature wilts and

chance has
retreats before the insecticide sprays
and many species of flora and fauna are
wiped out yearly; where the vicariously
experienced human relationships of
Z-cars, Coronation Street, and the Fred
Cretin Beat Show are to millions more
real than reality; where birth, life and
death are impersonal, institutionalised,
regimented and clinical; and in which
love 1s reduced to the hunt for that
strong right arm, or that orifice (female,
male, animal, mineral or vegetable)
whose substance, structure and diameter
give your contraceptive covered penis the
drooliest possible orgasm.

The poetry of the past will still exist
but who will want to read Keats and
Shelley, Wordsworth and Yeats in such
a streamlined antiseptic world? Look
al today's poetry to see the way things
are going. It is the poetry of protest,
disenchantment and despair, occasionally
talented, usually true, but reflecting only
poesy's faint, despairing swan-song be-
fore technological psendo-culture finally

“and” death, ~Wht-

PREEDOM
| attempled many times be-
tore, by people with numerous ideolo-
gies, as in the utopian communities, Co-
operative  Productive Association (ac-
tories, the Working Men's College and
50 on, and most important in the com-
munities set up by the Zionist movement

in fact been

in Israel. However, these have nol been
anarchist communinies or workshops,
and if anarchism is a distinclive social
idea it should make a decisive difference
to the effects the communities being
proposed here have on the society
around them,

At the same lime as .|d\n-;:t1||1g sup-

port for experiments along these lines,
it cannot be emphasised too strongly
that anarchist communism means the
whole of the country and really the
whole world getting rid of governments

freely, and useful
community
they do not

together
as islands of

and living
and valuable

are in the present society

themselves constitute communism, and
as the examples quoted in the last para-
graph show, may not even affect the
course of capitalism very much

P.H.
(Fhe part, next Il'r'r'J[., 11']‘”
Iis marchism, Stirners

store for the high
priests of law and life

ALEXANDER BERKMAN.
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URGENT! URGENT! URGENT!
We are in debt.
Money needed for Anti-Election
L ||i!'-\.|i:3|1.

Bill Sticker,
17a, Maxwell Road,
Fulham, 5.W.6.

ANARCHISM
ON BBC TV

Let Me Speak. Malcolm Mug-
geridge, BBC2 10.20 p.m.
(BBC willing).

with
August 22nd,

ushers in the long night. Look ahead
to tomorrow’s poetry. It will probably
be written by machines, indeed | have
seen some poelry wrillen by an elec-

tronic brain mbmﬁ* .compares. pot un-

favourably man-
writlen, avant-

Poetry is being killed by
possibly man will be too.
cently I thought that more and more
‘progress’ would bring about man's
emancipation. I now realise that it will
cause not his emancipation but his en-
slavement, the destruction of the unique-
ness which makes him differ from mach-
ines and possibly his actual physical
destruction.

These gloomy prophecies will not in-
evitably come true.
can be reversed or steered into saner
channels. 1 should be glad if readers
will tell me of any trend, development,
precedent, situation, etc, in the modern
world which suggests that it will,

with contemporary,
garde poetry.

‘progress’
Until re-

Fraternally,

London, Aug. 8. JEFF ROBINSON.

P.S.—Wasn't there a Russian rocket that
photographed not only the front but the
hitherto unknown back of the moon
about three years ago. So why the silly
fuss now?

IT would be a brave or foolish man

who would attempt to sum up a
thousand

years on the visual evidence of three

‘hundred and four small pieces of clay

metal, but the Arts Council have
':zlapud the challenge, so let us in our
turn proceed o dogmatise over the
)

FJ oyal Academ

o ibition in the main halls n’t
in Pimpllly lllil ex:

Roun the Galleries

the centres of Tigiis
ental civilizations lies

it was in this arca
. power floundered and
culture spawned more
years before Christ
jed unknown were it
adopted the cuneiform
Babylonians and it
lay records of their laws

!, politlual and religious
wde them part of the
‘Bernard Shaw who
many Occasions once
“the poet and the

ns are lost,  He did
T and as poetically
I'll what he

_the tablet
rian c_umifqrml wiits

though much of their reliefs have come
down to us, but the work is stylised and
repetitious. 1t has that air of bazaar
art and allowing for the mystique of the
past much of this work is trivial when
one has once accepted that these people
had oyercome the first fundamentals of
i primitive mass production. They had
learned the use of the potter’s wheel two
thousand years or more B.C. and their
early bronze age can be dated back over
Ahreg thousand years before Christ yet
the work on exhibition never offers
more than the usual commercial factory
work of a Jmupemm people. engaged
in a vast trading network.

The bullom of the seventh centur

each grain of sand is cloaked in a thin
film of gold for as with work such as
the fibula its interest to the spectators
lies not in its aesthetic but in its financial
value. But as in all mass or commercial
cultures there exists the individual work
that was never meant for the mass
market and a beautiful eighteenth cen-
tury B.C. pitcher covered in a burnished
dark red slip, the sixteenth century B.C.
head of a bull( part of a broken vessel),
or a marble figurine carved over five
thousand years ago are the work of
individual men and women whose saving
grace is that they worked to please
themselves and not the men in the

bazaars of Anatolia or Bond Street for

having been impressed by the major
works m this minor exhibition one's
' constantly drawn to the Late
work created in clny a;'.td

i st

The tide of history -




August 15 1964 Vol 25 No 25

DISTORTING MIRROR

Continued from page |

saying goes—whether 1.\ wis homo-

gsexual, bi-sexual, h or
. indifferent. And we

vinced that millions of

beings think likewise.

Lord Boothby

“household na

day Mirror's *

ferred to him. a
was that, in R
wias “'a homosexual w»
connections”
earned him a cle
allowing for the
nanimously offered 1o
“hospital of his choi
in these highly principl

—he will surely not object if an
anarchist paper seeks to interpret
his arguments, as well as those of

the
terests of truth,

Lord Boothby's letter to the Times
is factual—1 am not by nature
thin-skinned™, “I am not a homo

Mirror group. purely in the in-

sexual”, “T have not been to a May-
fair Party of any kind for more
than 20 years”, “I have never been

10 a party in Brighton with gangsters
—still less with clergymen” “The
police say that they have not
watched any meetings, or conducted
any investigations, or made any re-
port to the Home Secretary con-
nected with me™.

The International Publishing Cor-

. poration as owners and publishers

both of the Daiy Mirror and Sunday
Mirror accompanied their £40,000
golden handshake and public apol-
ogy to Lord Boothby with the “per-
sonal regret of myself [Cecil H.
King, Chairman International Pub-
lishing Corporation Lid.] and the
directors of LP.C. that the story
appeared.” The statement includes
the following., “I am satisfied that
any imputation of an improper
nature against Lord Boothby is
completely unjustified. In these cir-
cumstances | feel it my duty to sign
this unqualified apology to Lord
Boothby and to add the personal
xegrel, ele. .. . .

Now this is all very well so far as
Lord Boothby and Cecil King are
concerned. They have obviously
decided to resolve their differences
at an agreed price. But what about
the gullible public for whom both
the Lord and the Press Lord are
household names?

In his Times letter Lord Boothby
admits that on meny occasions | have
been photographed, at their request, with
people who have claimed to be “fans”
of mine; and on one occasion | was
photographed with my full consent, in
my flat (which is also my office) with a
gentleman who came (o see me, sccom-
panied by two friends, in order 1o ask
me 1o take an active parl in a business
venture which seemed 10 me to be of
interest and importance, After careful

“consideration 1 turned down the request,

on the ground that my existing commit-

- ments prevented me from tuking on

any thing more; and my letler of re-
fusal is in his possession.
Lord Boothby was photﬂm‘ﬂphed

cerned was convicted of a criminal

offence™ or that “I knew then, and
know now. nothing of this” is a lot
ver Lord Boothby
should know now

¢ had been told was
Apart from the facl
to his: letter
1 who is alleged to

after three
1 does not

was. dis-
this writer

all,

unaware of the

fair until it was

y: | Boothby's syn-

i letter to The Times; like
Lord Boothby we were amazed to
learn (from Lord Boothby) that
“informed quarters in London™ were
“seething with rumours”™ that he

vas having a homosexual relation-
ship with a leading thug in the
wdon underworld”, Lord Booth-
by's letter has whetted our interest
not in his sexual interests bul in the
:1u~im,-.~ interests of the top people.
f it is not a £40.000 question would
L.t‘FLE Boothby care to tell FREE-
DOM's readers whal were the “busi-
ness matters” he discussed with the
“alleged™ “king of the wunderworld™
al three meetings?
b g
attitude of the Mirror group’s
chairman, Cecil King by con-
trast, is mealy mouthed as well as
reprehensible. By paying £40,000
and all costs to Lord Boothby and
issuing the statement signed by their
Chairman which can be interpreted
in as many ways as one chooses,
they have neither proved that “when
a newspaper is wrong it should state
so promptly and without equivoca-
tion” nor that “] am satisfied that
any imputation of an improper
nature against Lord Boothby is
completely unjustified” for the
reason that the statement does not
explain to the reading public how
the mistake was made. 1f Mr, Cecil
King is only saying that the rumours
were wrong but that the story stands
—that’s one thing, but surely even
the Mirror Empire will not throw
away £40,000 plus, if it can prove
that the “household word™ was not
Boothby but Lord “X"? One must
therefore interpret the Mirror group’s
collapse when faced with Lord
Boothby's vigorous counter-attack
as a recognition that the front page
article in their issue of July 12 was
pure invention, sensationalism of the
lowest order, innuendo. And to our
minds this in itself should be enou
1o drive any newspaper into ba
ruptcy.  Alas, the conditioning and
gullibilit 0!' the public today far
exceed 1 risy, the dishonesty,
the umli ility, the wb)eclwity of
the National Press. In a sense the

the Press it needs will be achieved
N communica

public gets the Press it wants; (o get
tions can be ;livar-.

I8 THE FIFTIETH l.mmrsnry week of the
First Wl‘lld war, hilled 48 “the war 10
end war” the world lecléred twice on
the brink of a Third Worll War—billed

by same as “the war 1@ end world™.

Mn., ALFRED COOTE| b"'!::l_'irman of the
Hastings magistrates, A0 sentencing
vouths who took part iTBank Holiday
disturbances referred 10 their activities as

deliberately cultivited  form  of
modern wickedness™.

Tue romEes or three civil I?Ighh waorkers
were discovered in shallow peaves by
the F.B.I near Philadelphia, Mississippi
Dick Gregory. who had l>__|’_l_l:rod a reward
for information, said Iﬂ&; lhree weeks
ago he had turned overSletters and a
tape 1¢ cording to the FB1. giving the
and naming the Killers, (includ-
three policemen and a
ek Gregory said  “The
workers were shoUup, castrated
William Birnie, who
\mi unconseious with a
actured skl in a police
«d in Glasgow Royal Infirmary.
arrested "tl'lﬂl charged with
Over 100 radia-
tion wictims still in hoSpial at Hiro-
\||||| i punmi in silence And prayer for
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m the steadily growing
[ the young It is a pily
sides cannot be tanned.” An
publication General Psychia-
at most wife-beaters in middle-
y are as a rule, shy, sexually
and |c1‘..mubly hard-working
boys”  with a tendency to
excessively. Theéilr  wives were
aperessive, efficient, masculine,

ineffectual,
“mother’s
drink
typically

and sexually frigid. New York
pr:iuu officer facing ¢ of having
improper connections gamblers was
said in court 1o be psychotic and unable
to understand the hearing. The officer

was said to be in 4 m
memory that Aashes o

daze “with a
off like a

lizht™. A psychiatrist & ymplomnis
might disappear with tﬂe as three
weeks. A sergeant an ' constables.

will appear befg
l:hm'ged with pcr_ru
ing to pervert the
of the constables
pretences, counselling
entering of a shop, r
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stealing two meLal
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E have given prominence to the

lmnsccnd the.
significant that
d quality Press
ve not, at the
red the issues
al comment,
published the
well as Lord
i This

we regularly see h
time of writing, ¢
deserving of
though they
offending stat
Bootby's letier o
is, in our opinion
as typical, .

1f Lord Booth
truth then that

which seeks Lo the truth to
the best of should have
condemned

oul merey. d doubts,

even thought
amvucl__ uq

he settlement
i iage of con-

him trying to get it out. | have marks
all over my chest. They are devil’s
marks, 1 had trouble with him yester-
day. 1 have been fighting him off.”
Inspector Fry said that after being
charged the constable aﬁked ‘Can 1 go
down on my knees and pray?” When the
station officer said he could if he wished,
the constable started whistling “Onward
Christian Soldiers™. . . .

A writer 10 the Daily Telegraph on
the Haslings disturbances says “In your
leader occurs the first expression 1 have
seen anywhere suggesting (surely cor-
rectly) that there is some body or bodies
behind these groups. You say . .
‘organised expressly for’ Is auylhmg
being done to trace whelher this is the
case? If such exist (and it is unthink-
able that two groups of potential thugs
d~ these things spontaneously) these are
the people who need to be punished as
well as the stupid youngsters.” [zvestiu
claimed that four members of the Benny
Goodman band that toured Russia in
1962 were spies. After the concert, re-
ports lzvestia, a Soviel musician criti-
cised one of the numbers to a member

of the band. He replied "How can one

achieve harmony when [ don't know
four of the musicians. They were
planted in the orchestra before leaving.”
Bristol library (which has refused to
stock Freepom) has discovered upon its

shelves The Black Book by Lawrence

Durrell which is only available in the
United States;, The City Librarian said,
“There is no reason Lo suppose it is a
banned book™. Gerald Durrell, the
author's brother said “My brother did

an Lady .
very frant about hnmaéexm"_lit
about sex in general”.

Ay w
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“Duty FIRST" THE social club magazine
of the Australian Customs Department
carries an article which says that an
official does not need to peruse a whole
work to determine if it is obscene fur-
lhermore he is not corrupted, “Firstly,
he doesn’t read them all; often enough

year struggle of Alfie Hinds
prison to get a hearing with,
instance, Lord Boothby’s statemen
that he had spoken to

Secretary before the uﬁhmtlon of

his letter (Guardian 3/8/64).

Alfie Hinds seized what
Court judge describe
case he initia
cutor, the former _
Superintendent Sparks as
portunity handed

As’an exercise compare the 11-

it is entirely obvious whm
hhaphmm Tewd lnd porn

it is u
through the whoin. a few
sentences or words e\rm s

often insidious disguises”. . '

THE GoLp MEeDaL of the Institut
Journalists has been awarded t
Laurence Gandar of The Rand
Mail for oustanding services to
ism and the fundamental freedom of
press for his “unflinching courage’

fighting attempts to curb the

of the anti-apartheid pnas Mr.
Cockburn pointed out; in exposi
story of the Sunday Mirror and
Kray brothers; how “Privare Eye sh ]
the importance of journalism of having
people about who are (oo pooi /
about money, and insufficiently
know that there is nothm; you can do
about anything”.

A COMMITIEE HAS been sel up 1o press
for a reduction in the 30-year sent
and right of appeal 1o the House
Lords for three of the convicted
in the train robbery case. The Sunday
Cirizen draws altention to the case of
Lionel King wha is homclem.
and jobless after false arrest a
prisonment for fourleen months
trumped-up evidence supplied by ex-
Detective Sergeant Challinor, King was
granted a free pardon and ten shillings
on discharge. The People alleges that
‘Spies for Peace' have been activ ir
raiding Civil Defence headquart
defence phm in the case of nu
attack. .

ACCORDING 10 THE Herald, a Mol

of driving down 1o the
August Bank Hnlulay |

of them, while ¢
other on the way
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WH‘E‘I’H}ER the U.S. warships Mad-

YY dox and C. Turner Joy were
actually attacked by communist torpedo
boats in the Gulf of Tonkin will pro-
bably never be known. The incident
must join all those other incidents, pos-
pibly rteal probably unreal. with which
governments have worked up popular
hatreds, found excuses lo start warfare
" or diverted attention from real and
pressing problems elsewhere. Certainly
if the communists did launch a torpedo
alttack they made a very poor job of il
Here is that great, ruthless, red military
machine at the thought of which we are
supposed to shudder in horror lest it
attack our “free institutions”, and when
it does launch an attack and with the
‘advanlage of surprise it causes no dam
age o ils opponents but loses two of
ils attacking torpedo vessels.

It is almost certain that the present
‘crisis’ in South East Asia is a stunt
engineered by the U.S. Democratic ad-
mimistration to give it a chance to gel
tough with the communists and thereby
show the US. electorate that Barry
Goldwater is not the only Presidential
candidate who can flag-wave and H-
bomb rattle. It may of course be that
the communists did attack the American
vessels hoping to provoke the U.S. into
retaliation in order that Johnson gains
popularity and Goldwater loses the
election. The truth is known only by a
handful of powerful unscrupulous liars
in Saigon, Hanoi, Pekin and Washington.
Violence

One noticeable fact about the ‘crisis” is
that although the great majority of the
British public believe it is genuine they
shown no concern about it. Nor are
they the least bit interested in the war
in Vietnam with its huge toll of inno-
cent civilian victims. Public attitudes to

FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLIM TIOIIS

and Troubled Waters
: Year One—Sputnik Era
: Socialism in a Wheelchair

death and suffering have become more
callous and indifferent. Eighty vears
ago atrocities committed in Bulgaria and
Armenia were cnough to rock British
governments. The Great War, the half-
centenary of which is sending Press and
public into orgies of sentimentality,
produced 3% ecivilian casualties among
its 8 million dead and was followed by
a great wave of protest. revulsion and
pacifism. The Second World War pro-
duced 52,000,000 dead, 487, of whom
werd civilians, many of them cruelly and
cold-bloodedly exterminated and was
accompanied by only minor protests
compared with the aftermath of the
Great War. The Korean conflict pro-
duced 9 million dead with the stagger-
ing civilian proportion of 84% and no-
body gave a damn. The present war
in Vietnanm where the callous and cynical
military technigues used by both Ameri-
cans and Communists cause napalm,
phosphorus, insecticides, etc. to decimate

a gentle and haemiess peasant peupk
likewise causes po oOUICTY: except for
cymical  communist propaganda  cam-
paigns
Hypocrisy

The hypocrisy of communist
campaigns is pargiof & general malaise
among many radicals whose protests
against war ang jnjustice carry [little
weight with the pyplic because they are
so often heavily pjased in favour of or
against some particular power block,
race, party, etc. Por instance there is
such a crude antj-American bias in many
of Lord Russell’s pmwsls that one feels
that he is being had for a sucker by the
communists. Nohady, however, can be
more hypocritical i these matters than
the communists {emselves whose organi-
sations like the British Peace Council
are nol interested in peace at all but
simply in weakening the so-called free
world. I shall not easily forget my dis
gust at the time of Cuba at seeing the
King St. crocodile eome shuffling into
Grosvenor Square to shriek outside the
American Embassy but taking very good
care to avoid arrest when civil dis-
obedience began later on and trying to
impede an anarchist and Committee of

peace

THIS WAY TO THE FIGHTING

We poured like rats through the dirty,
British ~ Railwayed, debris haunted.
Brighton Station into the decaying street
leading to the Town, For we were the
denizens of London festooned with dogs,
prams, ancient relations, squalling child-
ren and all the accoutrements of the
metropolitan proletariat on holiday. Out
into the hot sun and past the regency
fish and chip shops, the Chinese
restaurants, the filthy beer houses and
the crooked estate agencies on to the
broad promepade and the smot green
sea. We would eat of the fish and
chips, we would drink the beer. we
would splash in the Brighton Corpora-
tion Sea and we would watch the
ﬁghtu_'lg, for this much the press had
promised us. Everything that we pro-
mised ouselves was fulfilled for it was
that rare occasion when the sun burned
hot upon the pale white bodies and the
sea rolled in in gentle billows.

We drank our beer and ate our jellied
ee]s and felt tlmt oW was lhe llmc for

to the far pu:r ‘to watch the fighting
while our digestion went comfortably into
action. There was no secret regarding
the whereabout of the fighting for a
mass of people hung like flies upon the
railings and the police cars were parked
bumper to bumper while hall a dozen
press photographers stood vulturewise to
point the way.

At the most there were but fify of
“these awful people” and the police had
by force segregated them to the base
of the pier.

These were the dreaded Mods, or were
they Rockers? for to the outward eye
they differed in no way from the millions
of other working class youths. But their
crime was that they came as a group to
this residential watering resort, they were
ol the proletariat, they would not fre-
quent the town's beer houses and in
the mass they would give way to the
extroversions of youth. X

The Respectables hung shoulder to
shoulder on and over the railings over-
looking the beach while above and below
the police in gangs of fours circled back
and forth waiting for an excuse to
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defend the population of Brighton. But
the youths shouting and sprawling on
the pebbled beach chose to ignore them.

They clowned Jike puppies among
themselves and as they dragged a scream-
ing, gigghng girl down to the water's
edege to duck her in the warm, slow
waves, the Hespectables upon the railings
drew in their breath with a slow,
sustained ah, und looked to the police

to begin the battle. I walked. like Jesus,
among the Mods/Rockers to paddle
sedately with my terrier in the Cor-

poration Sez and Wm0 one struck me.
It was now high noon and the hour for
fish and chips and I made my way up
the concrele ramp tothe promenade, At
the top stood a policeman mounted on
a horse and around him stood four other
policemen | walked by them and as |
did so four youths Began to make their
way in this same @recllon But age
was the deciding fadlor for as | passed,
two policemen Out  warning or
hea:l.auon began P' ing and pushing

the beach. 1 lumed and watched as
the youth retreated and from the beach
came a slow hand<clap and the sullen
beating of pebble upon pebble and the
press-men leaned over with their lying
cameras. But Still the youths refused
to be drawn and the Respectables, the
police, the mounted police and the press
stood and waited in the hot regency sun
for an enemy that refused to fight.
This was Brighton on an August Bank
holiday, 1964 when despite the urging
of the gutter-press the day-tripping pro-
letariat refused to fight each other for
their amusement. Here in the town that
sold the comic hats, the erotic post-cards
with the scummy beer houses, the arti-
ficial noises and the phoney friendliness
of all commercial resorts the press-
promised main attraction refused (o
perform. For nothing happened and we
sat in the beer houses among the
ghastly bands, the screaming amateur
singers and the bellowing half-drunks
and listened to the demands that the
vouths on the narrow beach should be
flogged and ordered into the army. And
their crime was their youth, their class,
their lack of momg- and that their minor
outbursis of vw

ce were unconstitu-
tional and uneconomic.
That there are always fools who seek

an outlet by wviglence is not worth
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Pseudo Grisis in S.E. Asia

100 demonstration which was moving off
to the Soviet Embassy

I'he struggle for coloured emancipation
produces much hypocrisy although not
the cynical tongue-in-cheek snideyness
the communists exhibit Masochism,
woolly and misplaced good
intentions are the more usual causes. We
hear much of the beastly workings of
apartheid and of the Buropean chicanery

headedness

in Southern Rhodesia and of the Ku
Klux Klan but hardly anything about
the genocide in Ruanda, the racial clashes
in Singapore, the savage outbreaks in
American cities, Alice Lenshina's Chris-
tian fanatics burning and killing in
Northern Rhodesia, racial violence in
British. Guia I the black fascist
states such as ch cover

much of Africa rs are pla

down because thev do

the Fashion:

anti-whit

approac
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The police st
London mob swept out of Brig
no one regretied our leaving
to the hot womb of London
don the police were standing
along the station platform complete with
police dogs and rumour flooded the
train that one electric light bulb was
missing and though the station staff in
their role of police narks shouted the
glad news that one electric light bulb
was missing. no arrests were made, for
no one wanted the glory of the ridicule
of an arrest for one missing electric
light bulb. And te Victoria Station and

od at the station as the
hton for
And on
At Croy-
&n masse

Iisection of *“no police but only 2 hored station staff

and the litter of evening papers that
told of police bravery at Brighton and
eighty deaths on Her Majesty’s High-
ways. The Hastings Chief of Police
publicly praised the press for the way
they had reported the activities of the
police and the national press publicly
praised the police but no one thought to
praise the fifty or so youths at Brighton
who of their wisdom and courtesy re-
fused to fight anyone. ArTHR MoYSE.

PROPOSED GROUPS
IPSWICH

Those interested in proposed formation
of group, contact 74. Cemetery Road,
Ipswich.

HEREFORD

Peter & Maureen Ford, 9 Poole Close.
Hereford.

~Meetings

FREEDOM
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ANARCHIST FEDERATION
OF BRITAIN

Co-ordinating Secretary: Tom Jackson,
10 Gilbert Place, London, W.C.1.

LONDON FEDERATION
OF ANARCHISTS

Secretary: Arthur Uloth, c/o 1
well Road, London, S.W.6.

7a Max-

London Anarchist Group

“Lamb and Flag”, Rost Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2. (near Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.
AUG. 16 Tan Vine of Bristol, on:
Morality * JL.P. Sartre

ALIG, 23 Philip Sansom on

Just Speaking

AUG. 30 Jeremy Westall (our

Rhodesian Correspondent) on
Report on Southern Africa

Notting Hill Anarchist Group
Secretary N.H.A.G.,
London, W.11.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Birmingham Group
Peter Neville,

12 South Grove,
ham, 23.
Bristol Federation

Irregular meetings—engquiries to

¢/o Martin Howells, 7 Richmond Dale,

5 Colville Houses,

Erdington, Birming-

Clifton, Bristol 8. I
Meets Sundays (weather and circum-
stances permitting), 3.30 p.m. on the

Downs (Blackboy Hill).
Dundee Group

Contact Rod Cameron,
6 Westfield Place, Dundee.

Edinburgh Group

Enquiries to: Douglas Trueman, 13
Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 3.
Meetings every Monday at Rob Hains-
worth, 10 Jacacia Street, Edinburgh.

Glasgow Federation
Enquiries to Ronnie Alexander, c/o
Kennedy. 112 Glenkirk Drive, Glasgow,

Manchaster Group

‘alternate Tuesdays. Details
from Graham Leigh, 5, Mere Close.
Sale, Cheshire.

Hayes and District
Contact Mike Wakeman,
12 Hoppner Road, Hayes, Middlesex.

Tunbridge Wells Group
Meets Ist and 3rd Thursday in month at
J. D. Gilbert-Roife, 4 Mount Sion,
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex. 8 p.m.

Plymouth
Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue,
Mutiey, Plymouth.

Tyneside Federation

Enquiries: Dave Wallace, 64 Belford
Avenue, Horsley Hill, South Shields,
Co. Durham.

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

First Tuesday in each month at 8 p.m.
at Jean and Tony Smythe’s Ground
Floor Flat, 88, Park Avenue, Enfield,
Middlesex.

3rd Wednesday of cach month at Jack
Robinson and Mary Canipa’s, 21,
Rumbold Road, S.W.6 (off King's Road),
8 p.m.

Last Thursday in month:

At George Hayes’, 174 Mcleod Road,
SE2

2nd Friday at Brian Leslie’s, 242 Ames-
bury Avenue, SW.2 (Streatham Hill,
Nr, Station).

Sundays. No meeting in Auguost.

3rd Friday of each month at 8
Donald & Irene Rooum's, 148a
Road. Swiss Cottage. N.W.3.

Wimbledon S.W.19, Last Saturday of
each month. 8 p.m. Phone WIM 2849,

.m. at
ellows

Freedom weekly

FREEDOM is published 40 times

0 year, on every Saturday except
the first in each moath.

Anarchy monthly

ANARCHY (2/3 or 30 cenin free),
¢ ‘: w..l:n.

Air Mail Subscription Rates to
FREEDOM only
| yoar (40 issues) 45/~ ($7.00)

Combined Subscription to FREEDOM
and ANARCHY
12 months 40/~ (U.S. & Canada $56.00)
& months 20/~ ($3)
3 months 10/6 ($1.50)
| Subscription Rates for 2 copies
12 months 63/~ (U.S, & Canada $9.00)
l: months 31/6 ($4.50)

Mﬂhlm
@mw ir Mail,

ARCHY by Surface Mail)
12 mn‘lh. H{- [U S. & Canada $9.50)

Orders should
PRESS crossed

E

Vo




