what extenl are the crises

hitting the Western powers a
reflection of a growing struggle
among themselves over markets for
their ever expanding industrial
potential? This is the kind of
question we find ourselves asking in
order to appreciate the importance
apparently attributed by the United
States to the refusal of countries
such as Britain, France and Spain
to break off trade relations with
Cuba. Obviously Cuba is a political
thorn in the sides of influential
political and financial groups in the
States, and the outcome of its
struggle to survive and possibly
raise its standard of living in spite
of America’s determined attempt to
force the country to its knees will,
it seems to us, have widespread re-
percussions not only in the American
hemisphere, but wherever dollar

imperialism has established its
hegemony.
*

HE United States’ emergence as

the supreme military and econ-
omic power in the world after the
last war depended not so much on
her exclusive possession of the
Atom Bomb as to the fact that
alone among the industrial nations
of the world her cities were un-
scathed and her industries not only
intact but modernised and extended.

The official strike at the Raleigh fac-
tory al Nottingham which is now enter-
ing its Afth week, began when AE.U.
‘members in the toolroom stopped work
after 25 of their mates received dis-
missal notices. These sackings were part
of a scheme by the management to solve
the problem that has arisen following
a cut in the American order for bicycles
last Autumn. Although over 800 men
belonging to other unions were also
sacked, the AE.U. was the only one
to take any action. The A.E.U. and its
toolroom members have suggested short-
time working in place of the sackings.
but the management has dismissed the
plan as being unworkable.

At first there were only the 300 tool-
. workers

involved in the strike.
were joined later by 40 mill-
his who were expected by the Com-
to do the work of the toolmakers.
mass meet-
300 m .' 'l'he s out i;:c::'
300 men. e District Secre-
. Wilkins, said, “We expect
This is an official dis-
'hmm, very wrong
this number pvc
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Freedom ,

new institution coercively introduced
nor by barricades or murder but by
ceasing to obey any human
authority whatsoever.'

- is attained not by any

LEO TOLSTOY.

Support the
nti-Election
Gampaign!

Behind the Guba ‘Crisis’

BUSES TO GUBA-A CHALLENGE TO DOLLAR IMPERIALISM

And besides, one must not forget
that while the European industrial
powers were making war, the
United States was busily producing
arms for them and being paid by
taking over their invesiments in
Latin America as well as their gold
reserves! And of course the
United States was able to oust
Britain and Germany in t(hese
traditional European markets. In
a word, just as after World War 1
the United States from being a
debtor nation emerged as the larg gest
creditor in the whole world, so after
World War 11 in a world of
shattered cities and bankrupt
economiies the USA held once again
all the trump cards.

It is interesting to note that
American isolationism coincides with
the period of most intensive revo-
lutionary ferment in Europe after the
First World War, and that her
attitude after World War II was one
of active intervention. The fact that
in 1918 Europe was shaken by the
Russian Revolution and in 1945 by
Russia’s emergence as the only

just was not there. This small amount
of support did. however, result in four
breakdowns in the production line which
caused the management to lay off more
men, the total now reaching 1,712 out of
the 8,000 men employed at Notllngham
Raleighs say that, if the strike continues,
production will be affected al its plant
at Birmingham.

One wonders why the full support of
the A.E.U. members was not given. Even
before this, there were reports that some
of the toolroom strikers were thinking
of leaving the AEU. and joining a
small craft union for toolmakers. 1 do
not know what became of this move.
but I feel sure that this lack of solidarity
reflects dissatisfaction with the unions.
Possibly they did not feel that it was
worth it, in light of the fuct that the
other unions at Raleighs had accepted
the sackings. Of course the number of
unions involved did not help in this
respect, but I still feel that the two-thirds
who did not respond to the union call,
should have given their support. The
absence of this response points to a lack
of education in basic union principles.

If there had been wnofficial linison
between the shop stewards of the various

liﬂiml. the story might have been differ-

However, the strike committee has

been secking support at ather Raleigh
. and as a result of their visit

plant at Birmingham,

INDUSTRIAL NOTES

Raleigh Strike Still On

Power which m:ghl threaten Ameri-
can hegemony, Su rely justifies one
drawing the conclusion that the cold
war is a matter of PDWQF politics and
not ideology- How else explain
America's mdlﬁcnﬂge (relatively
speaking) to the Ru$§ian revolution
with her almost pathelogical concern
now that the Sovie Union is no
longer the spear-head of revolution
but a world power, Second only to
the United States in 88 military and
economic resources potential?

In terms of @onomic self-
sufficiency and the Blﬂ}ity to absorb
population growth, the USA and the
Soviet Union are comparison
with the European itidustrial powers,
undeveloped areas ofithe world, and

the future of manh may well
depend on the way§ the natural
resources of nations are

and for some
Britain and
their colonial
+ the threats
e sLumhling

developed. But toi
vears to come Gern
France, even shorn B
empires, will still
to peace as well a

block to any d1
l;u:rwe:o:n i3 v

mdust al powers
their way  back
positions in the markets of the
world. To say thatthey have done
so thanks to Amerigan generosity, is
romantic nonsense which has no
place in capitalist economics. If
America  “helped”  her erstwhile
enemies, as well as her friends, to
finance their industrial recovery
after the war one can be sure that
such action was motivated by hard-

to dominant

headed business considerations and
not brotherly love. Afier all what
was America’s attitude when her
“friends” were unguged in *“a life
and death struggle” aainst Naziism?
To quote from our predecessor War
Commentary in the early months of
the war:

Roosevelt’s moving appeals which
have Europe during the last
few years have been strangely contra-
dicted by his eagerness to turn the war
to profit as it was declared
Thanks to this great pacifist, Wall Streel
is rubbing its hands ae the prospect of
French and English orders, and the im
portance given during the debate on the
Neutrality Act to the cash and carry
;\l'm.i:-in:ll.\, leaves no doubt as to the
disinterested sympathies of the US for
the two democracies!®

*

ODAY both the United States

and the Soviet Union are faced
with rebellion among their satellites
and their proregés. Not only is:ita
verifiable truth that healthy people
invariably bite the hand that feeds
them, it is also a kind of law of
wmbaars shat poweer begets an ap'pc'[\lr;

reached

a8 so0n

for more power. For reasons un-

connected with humsnitanan 'or'

other non-capitalist considerations,

colonial powers have been generat-
ing “winds of change” in their
colonies and placing their hopes in
the hands of people they had form-
erly imprisoned or driven into exile
and are then surprised and hurt

*Will America Rule the World (War
Commentary, Dec, 1939, Reprinted in
Neither East nor West, by Marie Louise
Berneri, FP 1952, 7/6),

when their new-found protegés
double-cross them, Such has been
the case with Castro and the
Americans. In his struggle against
the Batista regime Castro originally
enjoyed American support. When
he got rid of Batista he then set
about getting rid of the Americans!
Both from our point of view and
Castro’s this was obviously the right
thing to do; from the Americans’
it was not.

As anarchists we don’t have to
choose between the Castro- and
American- regimes. Castro started
as a reluctant revolutionary, a
member of the privileged class with
a social conscience and so we under
stand, on the whole vague ideas as
to how to deal with the day to day
problems confronting the Cuban
people once they had made their
revolution; the American author-
ities naively imagined that once he
had got rid of Batista he would play
their game. They were thinking in
terms of a coup d'etat and not a
revolution. For revolutions set in

failed bccause it has dcposed one
oligarchy only to put another in its
place: has rid itself of one “pro-
tector’—America—only to instal
another—USSR. Yet this writer,
as a professed anarchist, cannot in
all honesty simply write-off the
revolution in Cuba. In economic

Continued on page 4

AFTERM

IN front of me as I write is a map of

the continent of Africa. It's an old
map showing colonial possessions and
spheres of influence. The benevolent
colonial powers who went to Africa to
help the poor backward patives, the map
shows them clearly. Britain, France,
Belgium, Portugual, Haly and Spain.
Just how much blood has been spilled
to enable the imperialis
tain their influence we w
what we do know is tl
made a foriune [rom
and in tum l.he wor

in the metro-
creased their

Africans’. It can and
this is a worn-out
unfortunately it is
argument no matter

be said that
ng cliché, but

Portuguese  Angola vicious colonial
repression but crying to the world about
her liberal ideas for her possessions.
On the other coast Kenya, Tanganyika,
Nyasaland and Uganda looking to their
African leaders for salvation, but finding
the only thing that's changed is the
colour of the skins of their rulers. The
Kenyan Minister of Labour has warned
African trade unionists that if they
abused their freedom their governments
would “take it away”. In Tanganyika,
Nyerere clashes with Federation of
Labour over the question of Africanisa-
tion.

Right in the centre of this mess are
the former mandated territories of Bel-
gium; lhelctaldnmofhmmﬂmd he
Republic of Ruanda which in the last
month or so has been the scene for
mass murder. It is only in the last few
woeks that the tuttonul pmu htnm
any notice.

\TH OF GOLONIALISM |

helped and encouraged the Hutu to per-
secute the former ruling Tutsi's, So
much so that the self-exiled Tutsi king
was able to persuade Lumumba and
Russia that the Hutu's were Belgium's
stooges and therefore should support his
claim to power,

The Belgian mandate ended in July
1962, the murders started in December
and January 1964. According to the
“Guardian” 11{2}64 probably panic set
in due to the invasion of refugees from
Barundi. :

Barundi hopes to and probably will
esmpolhelwmadn trophe. :

mm\r:m forces and \di:as whlch often

il

e
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of the m‘opea and’ Siban | ave
trade with Africa to be published for
long time. The authors believe that
thi which by the end of the
tamth century was already becom:
ing of major importance to the Euro-
pean economy, was one of the factors
which brought about the Industrial
Revolution, If one sees human history
a3 inevitably a tragic and ruinous
struggle. carried on not in the interests
of human "hhppmess but for tome ab.
stract conception of “progress”. and

many do, then the Industrial Revolution
is an entire and complete justification
for wrecking the lives of millions of
Africans (and Europeans) over the course
of three centuries.

Slavery had always existed in Africa,
as it did in all other civilisations, but
until the Europeans arrived the slave
trade was merely one among many other
trades. in ivory, in gold. in textiles
and in iron. Africa was in a stage of
deyelopment roughly corresponding to
that of Britain at the time of the Roman
Conquest. except for the East Coast,
where an Afro-Arab-Indian civilisation,
based on the Indian Ocean trade, was
flourishing.

When the Spaniards at the end of the
fifteenth. century over-ran the West
Indma islands they encountered a primi-
tive race. who were utterly unable to
‘work regular hours, being used 1o a
foodgathering economy. They soon died
out, leaving the Spaniards with the
problem of ﬁndmg a labour force to
work their mines and plamauom The
Pm_-:.gnae had begun trading with West
Africa. and importing inte Europe a
number of items, including slaves.

’I‘he authors make very clear that
‘-the e of the African as a worker
g the fact that he was
. Very few Bushmen

Cans Enslaved

, some had

were mostly peasants, prisoners of war,
criminals or people who had become
destitute and surrendered their freedom
in order to live.

Soun slaves were being imported into
the West Indian and South American
colonies of Spain and Portugal in large
quantitiecs. When the English, the
French and the Dutch acquired Ameri-
can colonies this process was speeded
up. The demand in Europe for luxury
goods, like sugar and tobacco, and later
cotton, was the cause of a boom in the
West Indies, which went on till nearly
the end of the eighteenth century. The
mass consumer society had already
arrived.

Slaves were paid for in guns, among
other things, mostly harmful and anti-
social, and this meant that the different
Alrican kingdoms had to acquire fire-
arms al any cost, or be over-run by
their less squeamish neighbours. Some
tribes tried to avoid getting entangled
in the slave trade, but few succeeded
The kingdoms had to fight each other
to' get slaves fo get arms to fight each
other to get slaves, a vicious circle,
Some (ribes made their own guns. a
few their own powder, but they had not
the productive capacity to produce on
the scale the Europeans could.

Nevertheless, although social life be-
came more and more brutalised, (he
tribes were strong enough to keep the

Europeans confined to their coastal
settlements, which they only held on
sufferance in any case. The tribal

reling classes were quile as crafty as
the Europeans, and would play one
European power off against another.
The boys' adventure varns I used to
read in my childhood were full of the
horrors of the evil kingdom of Dahomey,
with its palisades of skulls. These
stories never mentioned that Dahomey
was a British satellite. equipped with
British muskets and cannon, because this
kingdom was a good supplier of slaves.
For a vanety of reasons, some good,
it was Bntam who, after

ound

aeturned right and attempted
to_ snppms.s it. It was not until the
American Civil War however that it was
biought to a final end. The Atlantic
trade that is. The Arab trade continues
still.

~ However even this was not the end.
In the latter part of the nineteenth
century the Europeans grabbed each of
them as much of Africa as they could
seize, and this could only be justified by
maintaining that the Negroes were a
sort of Neanderthal race- of human
animals, who had to be “civilised” as
far as was possible, and kept in order
by the Northern European lords of the
earth.

It is undeniable that African society

had become much more brutal since.

....and no man fo |

OSE who can buy everything must
of necessity turn to the gutter for

fts, and the society that produced
lﬂy will seek its scents from

f our time, so self-contained
thase who produce,
to the gelted

\actually call themselves

AThe only ones who
ho retire to ca
5

rose. Within the close-

the sixteenth genturys thanks 1o the slave
trade, but (he peaple had begun to
repair the damage done to them, when
the * final Lilﬁ‘\_sﬂ-'l" of foreign conguest
struck.

This book ig a useful account of one
f the maos decisive factors in the
creation of (he modern world.

INDIAN §
MASSACRED

"MASSACRE AT AMRITSAR", by
Rupert Furpeaux, George Allen &
Unwin, 25s.!

O\ April 13th, 1919, General Dyer

ordered his men to fire on an un-
armed and pmﬂ,ablg crowd, which was
gathered in allwide but almost totally
enclosed stretcly of wasteland in the city
of Amritsar. The crowd was unable to
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MAX STIRNER

Comrades,

A recent Lamb and Flag
jpointed out that: in one sense, any
i";iclim\ undertaken voluntarily is motiva
ted by seli-interest. The revolutionary
in the torture chamber Keeps his mouth

speaker

shut, comrades sell Freepom on windy
streel corners, Sit-downers are impris
oned, and all aet as they do because
they have identified with a cause and
consider that their self-interest is best
served by furthering that cause whateve:
the immediate physical hardships. How-
ever much youp actions may benefit
others you have your own self-interest

at heart. In short it is logically in
possible for someone to voluntarily do
something without sell-interest motivat
ing his decision. “That the decision may
turn out later toshave been the wrong
one is beside the paint.

Individualists are the same as the
jpeople described above except that they
‘individualists’
differ are solilaries
ige-patches or desert
lands. Solituries apart, the hallmark
of the individud ii;his adm“

1. write this o try to' cléar up the
vagueness thatll surrounds Stirnerism.
Armand’s articldon Stirmer presented by
S.EP. (15/2/64)only adds to the con-
fusion. Stirneriles often deplore the fact
that people LB they are advocating
the philaso ol Gcnghis Khan and

Jack the Ri but they have only
themselves to e. What a pity that
intelligent men cannot express them-
selves more clearly. If the issue of

irsl. FReenom | had ever
ive thrown it down in

15/2/64 was the
read I would

horror cony that anarchism (or that
part of it Stirnerism) was a creed
of ruthless hostility and selfishness with
the weakest to the wall. The only

the article was the
—presumably Stirner's

med

for Merce Cunning-
oup. Yet for all that,

and costume
ham's Dance

without h minor talents Rauschen-
berg offers a needed and traumatic kick
to the art shment and this exhibi-

ning the last fifteen
ng and worthwhile
e young and the dis-
Rauschenberg  has
is country at the insti-
Robertson, the O.B.E.
Whitechapel Art Gallery
as seen fil to introduce
s the John the Baptist
ut naivé pop ar, with
urt Schwitters, as its

tian of

was nearly four
thousand,

VEIrsy mg

escape, and the result
hundred dead and one
hundred wounded. Controy
this day. I have myself
Dyer's action defended. on
that it prevented another Indian Mutiny.
Rupert Furneaux’s explanation is that.
not to pul oo hne a pomt upon It
General Dyer was beco

wo

al

the grounds

heard Ge

ming senile and

did not really know what he was doing
I'here had been days of rioting, some
Europeans had been Kkilled, and

English woman had been badly beate

op, 0 he was out for blood He
not realise that the Jallianwala |
was an enclosed space, and when the
crowd surged backwards and forwards
unable to escape, he thought he was
being rushed. He appears to have been

man normally

horrible story, for which

much as British must bear
for it was Indian troops who
They appear to have
duly’ the skill

true soldier

'rs Up anyone

merite rids

and truth

ng that to

oercion and

1 ies. | ihly ‘what the

wriler means 1s it a Stirnerite does

not regard il ind truth 1dealistie

ally but simply as things to be taken
and used 1n o practical sense

Stirner’s conlemporal Henry
seems to me to be much |

individualisn particularly

Nalden” and “Life withoul

Comp Thoreau with

tl was intensely

i detail how an

( away Irom Sociely

and live his own life Stirner’s writi ngs

contain no practical proposals excepl

the shadowy ‘Union of Egoists’ and con-

sist of seemingly endless theorising

Secondly Thoreau had the courage of

his convictions and actually did live his

own life. Stimer by contrast was always
a member [albut an unsuccessful oncJ
he Dourgeos _-_‘ _Lhe FREEDY

as pcop!u with secure jobs and regular
incomes. Why then did he himself not
become déclassé and slide down into the
lumpen proletariat that he theoretically
admired so much? Why when writing
“The Ego and Its Own” did he do that
bourgeois thing—getting married? Sure-
ly Stirner’s egoism was merely the result
of his own frustration and littleness?
What was his ego ever conscious of but
its own inferiority? The shrill whines
of Stirner compare unfavourably with
the calm rugged Yankee individualism
of Henry Thoreau,

But Stirner the man is separate from
Stirnerism and I should like to ask some
questions regarding the latter.

1. Why is it believed that it is in
one's self-interest to cultivate one’s ego?

ROUND THE GALLERIES

tion, for Rauschenberg’s “Pilgrim”—of
a Kitchen chair primly placed against an
abstract expressionist painting—is but
a poor echo of gestures that once had
the right wing in art and politics foam-
ing at the mouth. But no one foamed
at this exhibition for, all in all, the
awful truth is that so much of it is

old hat, so much of it re-cooked corn,
When Man Ray a half a lifetime ago
welded a row of tacks onto the under-
side of a tailor’s iron he divorced that
utilitarian object from its plebian back-
ground and gave the monied intellectuals
a meaningless toy to play with; and
when Oppenheim covered a spoon, cup
and saucer with fur he gave the Town
a creepy giggle that five years of mass
murder has relegated to its sad litile
role of things that don't really matter.
I one is very young, then accept the
exhibition of Robert Rauschenberg's
work as a gay and exciting afternoon
well spent. But accept the fact that
there is nathmg 1o accept. Dﬁpite the
i g R'obertsan.

FREEDOM

Far from there being ‘new  Indian
Mutiny™ the troops remained stoutly
loyal to their British masters, while,
although Moslem and Hindu rioted
Lo, . the Sikhs kept out of it, and
e made Cieneral Dver an honomry
Stkh.  Charming! i

Mr, Furneaux believes that the
massacre helped to encourage the cause
of Indinn independence, st as the
murder of Christ stimulated the growth
of Christianity He may well be right,
However, once independence had been
chieved Hindu and Moslem flew at each
other’s throats and perpetrated & mutual
massacre  that puts General Dyer’s
achievement in the shade. The Bntish
feared the cery., “Hindu and Moslem
together!™ for their policy had always

igainst the
British were

policy

one group off
the

this

been to play
other, However
fruits of

ONnce
expelled the made

horrifying blood-

€17 appearance in o
ath Nobody comes well out of the
Lor
AW,
LETTER
Surely enlightened self-interest (as op-
pnosed o bhind gr is best served
by disciplining the rather than de
veloping it. 1 understand that the Bud-
dhist Nirvana is the highest state that
men cnn achieve and to reach it the
¢go is annihilated
2. This concerns the practical appli-
cation of Stirner’s theories I'he article
sand:
“In Stirner’s Union one may sacri
fice onesell for others so long as one
does not invoke the sacred characler

of the Union. You will do it simply
because 1t 15 pleasing and natural for
you to do so

So logically a Stirnerite could be the

nan in the torture ¢hamber and could
make the greatest sacrifices for others
providing he finds it ‘pleasing and nat-
ural to do so." 1 believe that a Stirners
ite would end up the same as any other
anarchist except he would always have
elaborate philosophical reasons for his
actions. In my article on Free-will
(25/1/64) 1 pointed out that free-will
can only operate within confines
determined by instinct, heredity, up-
bringing and environment. The same

laws of Nature would apply to Stirner-

ites as everyone else. The ‘Union of
Egoists’ would end up in RACTICAL
syndicate. LInless, 15, they

to cabbage-paiches in \xhuh case l.hn.y
would need no union. 1s not a Stirner-
ite the same as everyone else except for
the philosophy and the labels? What
are the distinguishing marks of a British
Stirnerite in 19647

I am an individualist, 1 admit quite
frankly that I am interested in No. I.
Yet I realise that it is in my self-interest
to work for the movement and try to
behave in a socially responsible way,
I might rescue someone from drowning
but only because I (ME) do not like
people to drown and it could be me next
time. Perhaps one day I will become a
solitary and retire to the Outer Hebrides,
But whatever happens I think it would
be a good thing if the pedantic, ambigu-
ous writings of Stirner were either trans-
lated into coherent language or con-
signed entirely to the dustbin. For il
there is no practical difference belween
Stirnerism and other anarchism of whal
use is something the ambiguity of which
puts people off anarchism altogether?

Fraternally,

London Feb. 16 JEFF ROBINSON,

DT S e S
TG ALL ANARGHISTS

DEMONSTRATION

Last September 21, comrades of the
FIJL (in exile) were arrested by the
French authorities and charged with
“association with criminals”. These
arrests were made in collusion with the
Spanish Government.

Several of these comrades have since
been granted “provisional liberty” (this
entails handing in their passports,

forced residence, and polica supcrvuiun} e

However, six still remain in p)
and a seventh—José Pascual (wh
tubercular)—is confined ir hospital.

Our comrades have renmned in pmcn
f ne&rl}' six mont
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

THE ONLY VALID REVOLUTION...

DEAR EDITORS,

Surely, we must have realised by now
that the working class has no messianic
role to play, it is a worthless concept, a
myth belonging to the last century. The
idea of revolution, as still envisaged by

some anarchists, is like Krishn urti’s
definition of religion: “"A peg on which
people seek to hang all their unsolved
problems™. History shows that a revo-
lution can only lead to great suffering
possibly greater tyranny. but never
free society

Let us face facts, we are going to be

with government for the rest of our
lives, and we might as well accepl ths,
just as we have 10 accept the reality of
money.

There is & world of difference between
2 socialist government on the Scandi-
navian pattern, and a fascist regime; if
vou don’t believe it, brother, try living
under Franco! This is no apology o
government, but let us hope that anar-
chists have something better to offer
thart a rather puerile anti-clection cam-
paign. I say this, even though in a
past election, I, with others, had greal
fun taking the mickey oul of the Labour
leaders at St. Pancras Town Hall; 1
consider that this proved nothing
achieved nothing, save perhaps, to make
us seem like 2 bunch of eccentric cranks
to some people, who might, otherwise,
have been sympathetic to our libertarian
ideas,

The Labour Party, like all other organ-
isations, has its guota of power-seeking

... DEMANDS NO COMPROMISE!

IF as our correspondeni maintains, an

anarchist “is an integrated being,
who can be free regardless of his social
environment, etc.”, why does he worry
about “changing society”, or make dis-
tinctions between political parties and
regimes? At the beginning of his letter
he tells us anti-election-anarchists that
there is “a world of difference between
a socialist government on the Scandi-
navian patiern and a fascist regime” and
that if we dont believe this then
“brather, try living under Franco”. But
friend, you have also said that an inte-
grated anarchist is one who is “Tree
regardless of his social environment”,
and you made your meaning even clearer
when you refer to “his liberty of both
thought and action selting an example”,
Now which is .it? Is not our corres-
pondent confusing between  freedom of
thought which is possible for some indi-
viduals in whatever environment they
find themselves, and real freedom of
action which is not possible in any

‘authoritarian—that  is I?4:'venm11'111'.“1;\11—

society for all but the individuals
who wield the power?
Anarchists are opposed to all govern-

ments—and therefore to the eimtmm by

which. in the “demoorauiu

maniacs, but it is also supporied by a
greal many people who do so out of a
genuine desire for social justice. Could
one say as much for right-wing parties?

The anly wvalid revolution is that
which takes place within an individual,
\|LH he discovers that he can be [ree;

may do this without eyen having
heard of Anarchism, although contact
with the libe i body of ideas will

confirm and give cohesion to his experi-
menls with, and quest for freedom. The
integration of the individual, the respon-
his newly found freedom
impose upon him, is the only worthwhile
revolution, he is now on his own, and
nol answerable to any outside authority.
To such an individual, relationship with
his fellow men will now be based on
complete integrity both in thought and
deed.

Fo e,
being,
social

act a5 a8

sibilities which

an aparchist is an integrated
who can be free regardless of his
environment, ‘and, as such, can
catalyst within society, his
liberty of beth thought and action set-
ting an example to his less fortunate
fellows, still shackled by their conform-
ing hedonism, fears and prejudices. As
[ see it,, there is no other valid way of
changing society, for this can only
change for the better to the extent that

the individuals who constitute it are
successful in becoming their own mas-
ters, instead of by violent upheaval,

which can do nothing (o change the
personality of a man, except possibly far
the worse.

Londan, JEeb, 14. EJ 2 B

EDITOR’S REPLY

having much in common with them over
ends, But socialism by the ballot box
s a question of means, not ends, and
on the means we profoundly disagree
with them.

For our correspondent revolution
“can only lead to great suffering. pos-
sibly grealer tyranny, but never a free
society”, but it will be noticed that
though he implies that we should uvse
our votes since “we are going to be with
government for the rest of our lives”

- he does not tell us as categorically as he

did in defining revolution where gov-
ernment leads us. Indeed after his
piece on good government versus bad,
he switches to a definition of his one-
man revolutionary who is so perfect that
he obviously intends him to play the
“messianic role” which, he wrongly,
alleges we anarchists have allotted to
the working class!

If authoritarian revolutions produce
“possibly greater tyranny”. then by the
same Jogic governments, all of which,
by definition. must be authoritarian, can
never lead to freedom of the individual,
or 10 a free society? One has only o
use one's pawers of observation to sce
that the trend in this age of technology,
mass communications, mass. production
hat the power cf
¢ J.l;g role of gov-
han ‘er was in
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investigated. He said that none of the
cases had “substance™. A South African
it judge said that the jury's verdict in
finding two men ‘not guilty” of murder-
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Subversion

in Schools

[Dear SiRs,

I read with interest your article in last
week's Freepom (8/2/64) entitled “Sub-
version in Schools™; I'm sorry it was so0
lightheartedly phrased, becausc  (he
subject is of utmost concern too all
thase who believe in freedom of thought
and speech.

Anyone who has been subjected 1o a
public school education should know
just how rotten and disgusting the set-up
is. Charles Radcliffe’s article in ANarcHY
29, though excellent in analysis, lacks
diagnosis. In closed communities, fet-
tered by petty restrictions, muzzied by
censorship, and made to run before the
boot of a bloody-minded authoritanian-
ism, where young boys are degraded and
made substrvient to a selfish careerism
of which soviet bureaucracy could be
envious, there is a potential source of
young anarchists to whom we have not
vet fullv extended our hand.

In  some schools Freepom and
ANARCHY have already been banned,
along with all Communist. Socialist and
CND  literature. My few cherished
memories of my particular school were
of rigged debates; tight censorship. con-
fiscations, suppressions, victimization,
insults and isolation. And yet it is from
these schools that the leadership of to-
morrow  will emerge, vaccinated and
imune to all “pseudo-revolutionary,
puerile and irresponsible elements™,

From experience 1 know how difficult,
and in many cases. how impossible it is
to disseminate ideas that waver in any
way from the official “school-line”. The
public ;choals have developed into little
monastic apartheids, in which the per-
iodicals are in the hands of the authori-
ties and are used by them to justify and
perpetuate  the system ad infinitum.
Some, however, have in them sufficient
foresight to realize that the censoring
or muzzling of such a magazine could

only serve lto reduce it to & load of
apathetic drivel and dmin the creative
life-blood of the school in the process,

PUBLICATIONS
_ mm:ons FROM ‘FREEDOM’

2 1952: Postscript to Posterity
gﬂ 3 1953: Coloni:

I

1954:

5
:
g
:
|
:

I have often toyed with the idea of
selting up a public school magazine to
cater for those who are normally muz-
led or just rudely ignored because of

their beliefs. The magazine would also
help co-ordinate CND anti-military acti-
vities, as well as provide a theoretical
and creative outlet. T feel this is the
least—and only—thing thal can be done
in the circumstances.

To those who oppose a free public
school magazine on the grounds of sect-
arianism, 1 reply that different diseases
call for different cures, and that what
may be uwseful for a grammar school
studenl need not necessarily be appro-
priate given public school conditions.
If anyone is interested and/or would like
to offer assistance in this venlure, 1
would be grateful if they could write to

6 Northumberland Street,
Edinburgh 3.

Though anarchists have done a great
deal in aiding a revolution working (rom
the bottom ‘up’ we would be foolish to
ignore the more likely possibilities of a
revolution working from the top
‘down’.

Yours,

Edinburgh, Feb. 11 BiLL JamiEson,

School for Living

DeArR COMRADES,

I am in full agreement with the article
“Community” in Freepom of November
}I’Jth. Demonstrations, walks and picket-
Ing are not enough, to say the least.
These activities are very useful indeed:
they inform. But to possess information

does not alter the meguities of society;
only action that directly subveris and
withholds support from the coersive
frame of reference and other maladies
will be effective. It is just as logical
to stand on one's head as it is to walk
for peace, for example.

To seme, building and experimenting
in community may not offer the excite-
ment of police cordon crashing. To be
sure, it takes courage to risk a crack
on the head or a few nights in jail, but
this type of courage will not add very
much to the effort that is needed in
revolation. Political methods enly will
not suffice.

‘Community may afford a “total” dis-
engagement from the undesirable aspects
of society. In other words, let us asso-
cidte with those of like mind and begin
doing for ourselves what we don’t
want the state to do for us; Let’s begin
using our labour for our own interests
and not the bureaucrats’. As ‘SF.' puts
it: “Revolution must begin at home.”
Indeed it must; it will not be won at a
police cordon. We must not dissipate
our energies on the symploms of the
social cancer. !

Individuals that form intentional com-
munitics take the initiative and have
the courage to implement the changes in

The ‘Buses for
Cuba’ Cris

sociely that mast of us merely talk about.
Talking and writing on the many prob-
lems that we face is of COuUTse Necessary
but, unless wa' translate our words into
action they will ‘not amount to much.
The dissideny jndividuals and groups of
the communjry are looking Fai h‘_‘\!'r.l."-d
the consumer goodie values of the major-
ity of people. |

Many readers would
interested in articles on developing com-
munities. This is the these of the Jan-
uary: and February issues of YA Way
Out”, manthly journal of the School of
Living. in Rrookville, Ohio. Articles
on Properly jg Community, the Indivi-
dual in :'_"nmmunity. Economic Recon
struction g Gommunity, Sex i Com-
munity and gy peport on some fifty active
and planned ggmmunities arc included,

It may be profitable for vs to
into an alterpative to the rat-rac
the extenmingtion-race that consumes
most of our fime and energy. Please
don't miss this wital information. Cs
of “"A Way out" may be had for 40
cents each (32 pp.) or three for $1.00,
Write to: Sehpgl of Living, Brookville
Ohio. US.A. The Schopl of Liy

doubtless  be

has

been  instrumental in starting ral
communities disring the last thirty yeurs,
All inguiries are very welcome

Fraternally vours
Jan, 16, Feror KnoEss

Southern Rhodesia

DeAr COMRADES,

Virginig

“Munhu* takes me to task on several
issues concerning §. Rhodesia and 1 feel
his points reguire replies (FREEDOM
Feb. 8),

Firstly, heselsims that independence
for S. Rhodesialis “very much u status
symbol” and ifollows this. by saying that
“probably the only effect would be to
remove (he ‘prolection of the British
Government”.s

1 would claimthat this second point
answers tha maller concerning the status
symbol, In & récent speech a Cabinet
Minister (MeiGaunt) claimed that: “The
truth of the imatter is that the United
Kingdom Government through its Par-
liament has complete control of both our
Internal and External affairs should it
wish to  exel such control”. The
ending of such €ontrol by the act of
declaring independence would seem to

would both fight in a
independence by the
this one-race

which they
declaration of
minority Government in
democracy.

The frustration, unemployment, lack
of schooling which leads the Africans
here. to violence is a reaction. The
causes for this violence are the policy
of a Government set on repression, This
is not Mau Mau, the Kikuyu are very
different to the Shona and Matabele
there are no secret oath takings and
viery little of the bestiality of Mau Mau
(a movement which had its positive
revolutionary side)

But I agree with the point about legal
murder by the Government. The police
vie recently made two killings and they
want to tighten up the laws still more
5. Rhodesia, Feb. 10 Kav:

Beatle Rallies

Dear COMRADES

The “Evening Standard” of the 12th
February, hit the nail on the head, when
a reporter in New York compared the
hysteria surrounding the Beatles® visit,
with the pre-war NUREMBERG RAL-
LIES.

conclusions be

Of course, we cannot expect that
ANy these
observations, in that tabloid, however it
is nice to know Lhat others are slowly

: these

drawn from

lizing the significance of

shinanigans.

Ideas as Fascism are not limited only
tov one epoch, as history has shown, and
there is no reason to believe that the
Beatles; with their uniform beat, hair,
and clothes, and the hysteria always sur-
rounding  them; do. not point to far
wider political implications, such as
stupifying the electorate, the depressed
North, and more important—the on-
coming imposition of FORCED UN-
EMPLOYMENT in a newly. speedily
automated society; as threatened by all
the political parties.

Pop culture is Government culture,
and if the Anarchist has anything to say
in answer to Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!—it
should be NO.

Fraternally,
F.H.

—
ing. As for alk of independence
and my supp@ed’ gullibility in being
taken in by ROt @ir from the white
Rhodesians: LWl admit 10 some hesi-
tancy in takinfithe words of the more
outspoken bers of the Rhodesian
Front Guovernfisnt seriously, but I think
it would be unMise to dismiss them en-

tirely—one remembér that this
land has a histéry that contains one of
the stupidist onceivable: the Jame-
son Raid, !

Second  po “Munhu"  considers
“Mr, Nk threats are idle”. He
adds that his Supporters are either trving
to obtain or are involved in

inter-party T

It is my epimdn that Zimbabwe would
erupt if S esia declared indepen-
dence. Mr. 0 has the majority of

the popula th him in this country
and he does: got depend on political
opponents ipporters) for his funds,
He recei unds from Egypt

iends in the PCC and
e been victimised by
their political views,
ve been victimised for

o
E
g

my own cialism by Europeans.
The \ of the PCC-ZANU
factions is quilé futile, but these move-
ments could _" find something against

BIRMINGHAM GOL|

SOCIETY

Discussion  meetings: weekly.  Details
from John Philby, ¢/o College.
EERESEIES e RN T

PROPOSED YORK
LIBERTARIAN GROUP

Informal meeting to discuss aims at
8 p.m., Wednesday, 26th February, 1964,
at Brian McGrath's, FlaL 7, 30, Monk-
gate, York.

GET YOUR PERSONAL
FREEDOM
BY SUBSCRIBINC TO IT

FREEDOM
T e ——————

PROPOSED BRITISH
FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS

Co-ordinating Secretary: J. E. Stevenson,
6 Stainton Road, Enfield, Middiesex,

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

“Lamb and Flag”, Rose Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2. (nr. Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.

FEB 23 Albert Meltzer:

The clement of magic in Marxism

MAR 15 Alfred Raik:

Between the Devil & the Deep Blue Sea
—{ A critigque ol social institutions)

ALL WELCOME

For activities of other London
Groups, see ‘Off-Centre’
activities below.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Cambridge Group

Meets Tuesdays (in term), Q5 Queens.
Details and information, town and gown,
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottages,
Trumpington Road, Cambridge.

Edinburgh Group

First meeting at Anne-Marie Fearon's,
(Top flat), 31 Scotland Street. 7.30,

March 2nd. All welcome.

Oxford Group

Contact N. Gould, Corpus Christi.
Tunbridge Wells Group

J. D. Gilbert-Rolfe, 4 Mount Sion,
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex.

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in month at

8 pm..

Tyneside Federation
“T'rent House', Leazes Crescent,
(near the R.ULL), Newecastle.,..
Meets Wednesdays at 8 p.m.

PROPOSED GROUPS
BIRMINGHAM AND
WEST MIDLANDS
Peter MNeville,

12 South Grove, Erdington, Birming-
ham, 23.

BIRMINGHAM (UNIVERSITY)
Dave Chaney,

7, Birches Close, Moseley,
Birmingham, 13.

N — s
John Wheeler, CST.C., Nr. Stafford,
Staffs.
HEREFORD
Peter & Maureen Ford, 9 Poole Close,
Hereford
MANCHESTER
fohn McEwan, cfo Farrish, 4, Sanby
Avenue, Mount FEstate, Gorton, Man-
chester,
MERSEYSIDE
Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill-
bank, Liverpool 13. (STO 2632),
g\‘erydsal‘ilrday 2.30.
utside Lewis's r-selling.
PLYMOUTH i :
Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue,
Mutley, Plymouth,
READING d
Meectings third Friday of each month
7.30 p.m. at Eric and Carol Morse's,
16 Foxhill Road, Reading.
ROMFORD & HORNCHURCH
John Chamberlain, 19 Chestnut Glen,
Homgchurch, Essex.

SHEFFIELD 2
Peter Lee, 745 Eccleshall Road, Sheffield.

e e e e —

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

th; Tnnhg i% uohsm ntGS p.m.

at Jean an ; f d

Floor Flat, 88, upr;y:k &wemi:. B@Wﬂ,

Middlesex. }

Ist Wednesday of each month at 8 pan.

at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby Street.

Fulham, S.W.6.

Eobiaon, o M e Uar
obinson and ary  Ce )% 21,

;luud:old ‘Road, S.W.6 (off King's Road),
pam.

Last Thursday in month: :
At George Hayes', 174 McLeod Road,
SEZ2. . '
Ist Friday of each month at 4, Benhams.
Place N.W.3. Beginning March 6th.
2nd Friday at Brian Leslie's, 242 Ames-
bury Avenue, S.W.2 (Streatham Hill,
Nr. Station).

Air Mail Subscription Rafes to
FREEDOM ¥

B




