HE

undoing of politicians s

their insatiable app ctile for
power. On the other ha “Ll withoul
this appetite they could never hope
to occupy Lhe top places of __'c‘;-g.—ln-
ment Politics is both a free-
masonry and guernilla warfare.

There are no short
bitious politician. To reach the top
he must ingratiate himself with
those at the top, judge correctly the
moment when he can cut the poli-
tical umbilical cord which has as it
were, given him life, and make his
own way. And this, in political
terms means persuading other up-
and-coming young politicians (as
well as the experienced ones who,
!__4 by reason of age, or through cutting
& the cord at the wrong moment, have
missed the boat, but who still have
politica] standing in the eves of the
millionaire mass-communicators —
% and therefore of the mass public—
1 and can be relied upon by the
finance houses and the industrialists
for their political orthodoxy), to
hitch their wagon to his star.

cuts for the am-

Far from politics being a dying
profession, it is a growing one. The
emergence of the Labour Party as
an alterpative government to the
] traditional, “born™ leaders, the aris-
: tocracy of past centuries, has only
; added to the existing struggle for
o  power. The fact too that those
who wield polmcal power are nol

who ol the

duction and distribution, of a nat:on,
further complicates the issues.

That the tendency in our time is
for politicians themselves to spill
. the beans when there is a crisis
rather than leave it to historians a

Macleod’s

e g

—why NowP

generation or two later to examine
the hitherto “secret” -\ii.n'im and
official documents and seek to un-

ravel the facts from the fiction, must

surely indicate that the unity, the
freemasonry which has been the
“strength™ of the ruling class is
breaking down. -

The publication last week of
Randolph Churchill's “The Fight
for the Tory Leadership” is an at-
tempt, so far as we have been able
to gather from the reviews, to
whitewash the traditional ruling

class of this country, and show that
the choice of Mr. Macmillan’s suc-
cessor was the result of democratic
processes: “Never in the history of
the Tory Party, or indeed of any
other Brilish political party have
such full and diligent inquiries been
made in the selection of a new
leader.”

Such a palpable IJL ﬂlll,hl \\el'

wﬁhm Tthe p tical
parties, apart from the journalists
and other parasites of the body
politic. someone is almost certain
to break the silence, and the un-
wriitten rules that what goes on in
the exalted circle of government and
power is not for public disclosure

M

OUR BETTERS

Chamberlain to the City of London,
1 §7-year-old Col. Ean Kendal Stewart-
' Smith, was found haoged wearing a
E black sweater, black ballet tights, a gold

chain round one snkle and & rope round
his neck. The Halstead, Essex, inguest
was told this today.

The coraner, Dr. Charles Clark, said:
“l conclude his death was accidental.
‘He was engaged in some elaborate ritual,
involving the dangerous practice of put-
lh;hlsmdmanoose On this occa-
, he went too far.

ﬂnuk it woulﬂ be indiscreet of me

and tied round the door several times.

The deceased was six feet tall and
could have stood up with 1h§ rope
around his neck with no tightening.

Black tights

There was a polished floor. The
colonel was dressed in black sweater and
ballet tights, which were pulled up o
his buttocks. A small length of gold
chain was round his left ankle.

Strewn about the room were a leather
band with a lock and two sacks tied
together.

A key for the padlock was on the
bedside table.

Pathologist Dr. Jack Lacey, of Chelms-
ford Hospital, said that the cause of
death was asphyxia due to hanging.

In answer to the Coroper, he said: "I
bave come across cases like this before,
He must have been engaging in some
claborute ritual of some sort.

“l think people do sustain partizl
anoxip, that is & lack of oxygen in the

This state may induce many
forms of fancies and hallucinations,

“I think sometimes they get into such
@ state, thut having induced anoxin and

tending Lo release the a caus-
ing it, they find they are unable 1o do
50 and lose consciousness.”

until it is only of IB'QI'CS[ to his-
torians Mr. lain Matleod in his
Spectator review of l.ile Churchill
book last week, has GOne 1us£ this.
He has dome it, however, in the
measured terms of a mllllc:an who
has no intention of “burning his
boats. He exposes the “tightness
of the magic circle” which “on this
occasion” kept senior imembers of
the Cabinet without “dn inkling of
what was happening” #hile at the
same time paying Gibute to the
Party Whip and the fo}'mer Premier
whose “decisive roles i the selection
of Lord Home” wa§ acted “at
each stage in the intgrest, as !hey
saw it, of the sort of -ory Party in
which théy believe™. §
Home, Mr. Macleod
told him to his face

there. was no one i
whom 1 had more ad
spect; that if he had pe

£l a0 ln b a TENaTaY) sl
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Last November, the Raleigh Industries
at Nottingham decided, thal because of
a fall-off in sales, to sack 850 men. Of
this number, 25 men worked in the
toolroom and when the sackings were
announced, their mates in the section
immediately  protested.  The  other
sections put up no effective opposition
and the other 825 men lost their jobs

Then men in the toolroom are
members of the Amnlga.mated Engineer-
ing Union, whose national policy on
redundancy is for a shorter working

week instead of sackings and who have
been negotialing along lines since
last November. The management re-

fused to accept the AEU. policy and
last week the falks, hmkc down, The
union Was preparing lq issue & 21-day
notice of strike, but ompany moved
faster and gove the 25 %12!1 their notice,
Following this, a r was called by
the shop stewards, after which all of
the 300 men in lhc toglfoom came out

on strike.
acking the toolroom
e ing that the

The AEU, is
men  who are
management should the working
hours to absorb 25 men,  The
firm cloims that it s impracticable 1o
work short time an ts also to the

; (t)n::e fully enslaved, no nation,
] state, city of this earth, ever
; afterward resumes its liberty,'

WALT WHITMAN

Revelation

giving advice had grossly underestimated
the difficulties of presenting the situation
in a convincing way to the modern Tory
Party.

Clearly Mr. Macleod has no in-
tention of quitting the political- for
the journalistic- circus. If anything
he is using the latter to promote his
chances for the plums of the former.
And since Mr. Macleod is much too
fly a politician not to know that the
last Ihing the Tory Party wants to
do is to wash its dirty linen in
public in Election Year, one must
conclude that both he and the Press,
which is giving so much publicity
to his “revelations™ in the Spectator,
have their reasons for wanting to let
the Labour Party get in. It is,
surely, difficult to draw any other
conclusions from such strange be-
haviour.

It will be noted in the extract we
have used that Mr. Macleod refers
to the “modern”™ Tory Party. And
in the Sundav Telegraph (Jan. 19)
the suggestion is made that the
Spectator's new editor has, by his
“attack™ on the appointment of Sir
Alec Home as Premier, “revealed a
long-term attempt to establish him-

g aslhe_wl 'I,a

REDUNDANGY

would mean a reduction of anything up
ta 75% of our eamings.”

A dispute of this nature aitacks the
very foundations of capitalist manage-
ment, Raleigh Industries made a decis-
ion to sack these men and this was im.
mediately countered by the aclion of the
AEU. members who challenged the
management over an issue of control
What this amounts to is that they are
claiming the control of employment and
it is the men ut the point of production
who are demanding that they should
decide what happens when trade falls
off.

Work sharing is the obvious solution
to this problem, After all, why should

some suffer when, with work sharing

and by reducing the working week by
about four hours a redundancy situation
would be avoided. The toolroo wm'k-
ers have shown sohdmty which
ing among the men in the r
Here again we get workers divi

another, and t!uu -.nnl
and file and _unm the mnaapwm

4'4' der

FAIR Wages
or Profit?
False outloo

sensible explanation for the other-
wise inopportune public examination
of the workings of the Taory Party at
this time.

*

HE Macleod *“revelations” con-

firm what we outsiders had sur-
mised long ago about the workings
of the political parties. Mr. Mac-
leod however does not go far
enough. He writes

It is some measure of the lightness
of the magic circle on this occasion (hat
neither the Chancellor of the Exchequer
nor the Leader of the House of Com-
mons had any inkling of what was hap-
pening.

Who then, apart from Mr. Mac
millan did know? Obviously it
wasn’t Mr. R. Churchill who on the
eve of Home's appointment gave
Hailsham as the certain winner.
And if the leading members of the
Cabinet were excluded it is hardly
likely that junior members were in-
vited to advise the Premier. It is
much more likely, as we suggested
al the time, that Mr. Macmillan had
decided months before who his

At the moment, a seab labour force
of 60 is carrying on production and the
250 strikers are demanding that these

men be dismissed and that all of the

strikers be reinstated. This week, the
strikers who are members of the Nat-
ional Union of Dyers, Bleachers and
Textile Workers, called for support in
the form of strike action by the craft
unions at the firm.

All this time these 250 men have |
isolated. Not only has other labo
been smuggled past pwkel lines, tmt

successor would be, and that any




" du to him for
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¢ editorial introduction 1o
s from his writings published
fssue of Fruspom (3)1)64)
he “oommunist anar-
the cogent argu-
it advanced by the indivi-
chists™, Now, if Malatesta
o iln individualist arguments

unism as cogeni (“compell-
?'M convincing” L.OD) how
‘he continue to accept communism?
‘would appear, by an act of
acleris of the religious

3‘3

to Malatesta, one ean only
anarchist if one loves “mankind”,
. was the “mankind’ he
It -m obviously not the sum
living at the time

he did not love politicians,
. police or magistrates. Again
r the “love of mankind

: dlprlwd individuals,

. would not con-
this sense. But per-
ind” he loved was ths
sture free socicty, In
the sum total of
he loved, but the
ind” as it should be
b w't:m,mfu to his
| i 1 basis  of
Mﬁn was a religion of
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for a heaven—

Walatesta and Anarchism

mfntu of all sincere social
reformers” who clamour (o serve th
nebulous abstraction of “mankind
they would have i), 1 do not need the
| carrot of a fulure
because / am my starting point and goa
and you, if sensible, will be your star
ing point and goal. And neiher of us
will be defiected by the illusion 1ha
wg can work for the * Wkl of wll. but

ulopia

will rather work for our own good
which 'may well benchit others. b
equally may not. (Why shouid 1he

“individual search for persooal wel)
being” be necessarily opposed 40 a o
operation bringing well-betng 1o othe:
individuals as well? On the other hang
if rulers are threatened with the los
of their power by this scarch they =
not see it as being to their benefit.  One
man’s good can easily be another man s
ill)

Malatesta claimed that anarchism w,,
“not necessarily bnked to any philo
sophical system.” but his own anarchiuy
was clearly rooted in a momlizing philo
sophy in which no altermatives existed
excepl fo be for the Revolution, or for
the Bourgeois. This is made plain in
his attack upon those who want “16 live
their Jives™ and “poke fun at the revoly.
tion and at every forward-looking aspira
tion.” He does not say who thes
sinners were, bul 1 assume he was re
ferning to those who called themselves
individualist anarchists. If this s s
he makes no attempt to distinguish those
individualists like E Armand. who were
for living one’s own life here and now
and were sceptical about the Revolution
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"BEST FANTASY STORIES", edited
by Brian W. Aldiss, Faber & Faber,
16s.

'ANTASY writing is very much a hit
and miss affair.  The editor in his

1 liked best was that of Haron Bagg_:.
‘which is strange and hauniing and set in

the Carpathians, which seems to me a

sniuble setting for fantasy than
America.
and fnnluy

=

DREAMS AND -

of adventuies .ll humself

Dr. Lindagg bries 1o core hum by pre-
tending o his fumtasics at the
face value, A bogins Lo take an inter
esl in thenLB Soon he has found

Ihe star maps
irk Allen has drawn, and

consisiencies §
universes that

of  oihe

slowly the whllc fabric crumbles.  Bul
what really elfes Kirk s the fact tha
someone is Slring his obsessions with
him. This mobs them of their power
They no longsy constitute a secret and
private wor “-'.'

But now a mgher funny thing happens
The doctor bebomes so interested thal
the patient ¢omlinucs to pretend interest

80 as nol the doctor’s feelings,

{a vhens this state of aflairs
Dr. Lindner was awsre of
is.\ semse of o \..l‘)(\ niment. He pui

this duown 1o the sedentary [ife of peycho-

analysty. He was sorry (o Jose his workd
-.,'--_
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any rate, and that he wanted e

from what he was doing Omne ks

onesell what he then did Cured of

insanity, did he then build up some

more conventional mental b e

tween himseif and the reality of his act

AW.U.

Action Needed by Busmen’ *

TRA SPORT IN RIO DE JANEIRO
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LFA Notes

URGENT! URCGENT! URGENT!

Money is urgently needed i the Anti-
clection Campaign is to continue. We
have had many promises of money [rom
people to whom we have sent leaflets
and posters, but some of these have not
been implemented and what small ge-
sources we have are now practcally
ethausted.

The posters cost 3d. cach, leaflets work
out &t abowt 2/6d. per hundred, and on
top of that comes the postage. So let’s
have your orders, with cash if possible
and donations form anyone who is 0
inclined. All will be gratefully received
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THE FALSE OUTLOOK
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On the one hand the
markets are jubilant at the

nl’u. \]n i
and their n'm_ﬁo': rs

valive pariy are 1'“}‘4 o1 har
that the revision will cause them.

The extraordinary feature of it all
is the way in which so many people’s
minds are obviously geared to an
approach to economics and politics,
to a system of judgments—the day
to day life of the couniry which has
nothing whatever to do with reality.

Recently the writer overheard a
train conversation slween an
elderly couple in which the woman

said: *1 went into the butcher’s
yesterday. They were selling ;.h;:
and lemonade and evervthing.

Tisn’t right you know, ’tisn’t rmhi ‘.

Her husband agreed that it was “all

without which they cannot ap-
preciate how society would survive,
it is a natural right that society
should provide them with a high
standard of living. Now there is
pothing exceptionable in a society
which possesses the materials and
du'c]opm:.m for everyone of its
members to enjoy a high standard
of living when an individual or
group insisis thal it is their right.
The hypocrisy latent in the shop-
keepers’ approach is that on the
whole they are among the most
violent opponents of workers” move-
ments, which, with considerably
more justification, set out to defend
the rights of ordinary workers to a
more comforiable and secure stan-
dard of living.

Our second objection to the claims
of small shopkeepers to have their
interests defended by law applies
equally well to the demands of the
multiple stores that the law should
be manipulated in their sectional
interests. That is that when they
claim that they intend to provide

better service and cheaper for
the consumer, they and the press

are domg useful work. work

has a monopoly in mind. The point
t any discussion of the mghts
involved in a subject
levant as long as the
people can do nothing
The public relations
retailing companies
shopkeepers’ federations
emselves blue in the face
efits (o the man in the

\'i-:\u are put into
man 1n the street has

to ,uupl what the
‘lass decides on, because

economic pPower.

1 Ire
dinary

: ‘-'h.\

T‘” vast majority of people want
their every L1.1\ purchases as

y as possible, but it is im-
portant not to imagine that the pro-
duce or services are in any way
enhanced either by the governments,
supermarket tycoons, or the
profit system of the sturdy English
shopkeepers. who don’t actually
want to put the clock back 1o J. S.
Mill’s time because they don’t realise
it has moved on. Money, wages
and prices would not be necessary
in 4 free society. and it is always
a good idea to trv to think about
economics without bringing them
in. In other words it is worth
while to think branch of
2COonomic ity in terms of the
work it, the use of existing
wealth and the a mum of beneficial

e

Ahant
about a

put mn

mndcm camtahsm

When that is done, it is the an-
archist claim that the present system
of production and distribution is
about the most inefficient one con-
ceivable, and that in comparison
with the facts that the people do
not control the sources of pro-
duction. the wastefulness of com-
petition, the amount of effort put
into advertising and allied sales-
manship, the difference between the
prices of everyday commodities
before and after any merger or act
of parliament is negligible. |

Our alternative is a very far-
reaching one, but the obstacle pre-
venling its acceptance is not So
much the problems involved in
people living together in a non-
authoritarian sociely sometime inj
the future, but in freeing them he-rel

and now from the false outlook’

which thinks in terms of fair profits
and fair wages, and looks on
financial wizards as useful and
ucceptable citizens.

Production and distribution are
essentially social activitiﬁs, and an-
archism involves convincing people
of this and persuading them to take
control and responsibility for it as

part of the working of society. The |

RESALE PRICE mainte

up on the election alts
was thrown to the Phili§
asked for mere pieces
Dn'f{'\' H(‘F’(fh"'
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A muliny broke 0

A CatHOLIC woman or who openad
a birth-control clinic been refused
the ram Mr. neis Hethering-

ton, tary of the East Anglian Com-
mittee of 100 expects torhave to appear
in court soon becan refuses to pay

the part of his rate
civil defence. He h
pence that are used
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THE AMERICANS expl
of 20,000 tons of
nuclear device in M

15th,
es are shghlly

bigger £ Their maximum
range is expected be about 2,000
miles. They e “have possibly five

REE-WILL me

e ability to make

¥ decisions  wi outside interfer-
ence. In present sogiety the pressures
of mass communicatigns, religion, educa-
tion, etc, all bine to influence
peoples thinking ugh 1 suspect that
the number of e who bave ideas
of their own | unable to imple-

ment them due
is quite high. Tk

nature of society

cerned, howe th discussing whether
men’s minds 2 now but whether

of purest anarchy

us
more
e
within which it

ED test mis-

icle is not con-

s in which to

nuclear submarines by 1972 with aboutl
sixteen

unarmed nuclear weapons on board
crashed in Maryland. The plane was
burnt out but, said the Air Force
spokesman, “There is no danger of
nuclear explosion”™. A Royal Warranl
has been granted by the Queen to a
firm of mushroom spawn growers. . . .

THe InTERNATIONAL Confederation for
Disarmament and Peace was formally
constituted at Tyringe in Sweden. . . .

THeE Leaper of the Turkish-Cypriot
delegation for the London conference
on Cyprus said “The real danger is a
take over by the Communisis when thay
feel strong enough . .already the Com-
munists number 3?‘_‘ of the Greek-
speaking community.”

Holland have been sent for i
Turkey for forming an oganization to

spread Christian prpaganda without

official permission. .

A reporT on Church of England clergy
states that one-fifth are overworked ancl
another fifth are under-employed.
Sunday Bulletin of the Catholic xademp-

tionist Fathers says that “any dancing is
wrong which is a (emptation to those

pammpatmg or watching. It is wrong
to dance in such a way that the move-
ment of the body can be a tempiation
to ‘any normal petson Modem dances

may well find her partner
whose sole purpose m da

launching tubes each. A B32
bomber of the U.S. Air Force with two

Ten missionaries
from Britain, America, Canada and
trial in
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Shooting T.6.
down in Flames

Desr COMRADES,

Unaccustomed as | am to  writing
letters to your splendid paper | think
it is time that Tony Gibson was shot
down in fames and that a “detached”
anarchist—one who is proud to call
himselfl a “pragmatic” anarchist—was
allowed (0 answer Comrade Tony's rather
foolish and juvenile remarks. So | hope
you will allow me plenty of space for
a “newcomer” who is not of the small
rather esoteric circle of which T.G
i such a typical representative,

First let me say that 1 shall not be
voting at the next election—1 am not on
the registered voter's list and it doesn't
worry me too much. But David Rose
and S.F. appear to have a much more
sensible and mature outlook than Gib-
sOM.

Certainly
silly and misleading and certainly the
scoundrels elected to Parliament do nor
inn fact govern us in the particular power
struclure of this country. (Se T.G, will
be astonished at my particular objections).
Neverthelesy it does made a difference
who governs ws and the election of
M.P.'s. does have some effect on the
power siruciure.

Even if the only difference berween
the Tory and Labour Governments was
that only one man less was hanged by
the neck until he was dead it would be
sufficiently serious for me to vote Labour
and not Tory.

Tony Gibson has the incredible
efirontery to write “unthinking people
(Note the unconscious bourgeois intel-
lectual arrogance) imagine that anarchism
has something to do with the left in
party politics”. How an intelligent
educated person such as Gibson can write
such unthinking bloody stupid rubbish
as this is utterly beyond me!

In an anniversary symposium fin
ANarcHY 8 | think—I may be wrong),
Colin Ward (or possibly someone else)
pointed out that the original Freedom
Grup consisted of exiled Russian revo-
lutioparies plus two members of the

B SEETTSEEE

PUBLICATIONS

'SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’

Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters
Vol 7 1957: Year ik Era
Vol 8 1958: Socialism in a

Vol 9 1959: Print, Press & Public
Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy « ica

_
I#n_

the election bally-hoo is -

—

‘-

Fabian Society—Dr. Burns Gibson (any
relation?) and Mrs. Charlotte Wilson,
who' issued the first nuniber of FREEDOM
as a “journal of Anarchist Socialism™
(Incidentally Annie Besant, a member
of the Fabian Executive lent the Pub-
lishing Company as an office and rhe
type was composed at the printing office
of the Socialist League. thanks to William
Morris),

So thinking seriously over it as a prag-
matic anarchist I am sorry—though not
worried—that 1 didn't’ arrange to  get
myself a vote at the next bally-hoo elec
tion—even if it mean saving only
man's life by abolishing capital punish=-
meni or c‘urf\ing the tobacco monopolies.
Of course anarchism was something 1o
do do with the left!

Anarchists have often
Socialists, Revolutionary Marxists and
ves—even those wicked fellows the
Communists. It is after all only 32
years since we actually had a provisional
goyernment with a socialist prime min-
ister, a communist minister of defence
and an anarchist Minister of Justice!!!

I am, perhaps, one of the few people
left in this country who genuinely regret

Transport in Rio

Continued on page 1

Looking hindsightedly at London.
can see the Corporational disease in
transport there, but there with a mono-
poly. Someone from above decides the

onge

worked with

‘comfortable’ seats, but no thought of

the complete discomfort of slanding or
even sitting in a crammed bus; un-
wieldy size: bus crews interested in
private carve-ups: buses in inscparable
trios, and that agonizing 10 m.p.h. crawl
at off-peak hours to keep to some
Platonic schedule; get on and alight
where you're told to; routes decided by
a Central office—and so on.

Stemming from this are the attitudes
of the work-to-rule: the crews' first sac-
rifice to their own interests and griev-
ance is the passenger, who is treated as
an irritating extraneous burden on the
transport service: the passengers have
little sympathy for the busmen’s case
because the busmen are not providing a
service anyway, and why should a man
keep paying higher fares for an un-
satisfactory bargain?

It puzzles me how an anarchist paper
can keep writing about an ossified
oligarchic system like London Transport
without pointing out that no Higher-
Wages, no More-Crews, no New Fly-
Overs, no Betier-Planning can cure there
being no real contact between driver
and driven; no direet and mutually

satisfactory bargain between the indivi-

duals who give the service and those
who wish to benefit by it. g
Joun Rote.

(CIAL STATEMENT AT

- with the l'nr|c3_ the Fasc

that the left is now split and that anar-
chists, Commypigs (and yes Tony Gib
son, I know aj ghout the past in Spain
Cuba and Cl*-‘\\'hcrdl and other socialists
can’'t work togeiher.

Actually |ha1 is not strictly .'I\'L'II[:’..['_‘
because in fagy many of them do—in
CN.D., the (.‘.’unnl‘llll"t‘ of 100, for Civil
Liberties, in Breedom from Hunger 1nd
many other prgerical projects.  Bur we
could do muglh more together if
stopped quarrellipg among ourselves d
historical

remembered e commaoen
hackground
Idealogically, as  even Gibson must

admit, Anarchigy Communism, Trotsky

ism, and other farms of socialism and
revolutionary marxism, have as Lhen
objective the Wrimate wWithering  awa)

of the state

We may disagree about the methods
but ultimately lwe have a damn
more in Commen in our objectives

the Liberal Parly, Please re
of the Labour Party Constitution—an
anarchist principje,

I can imagingMr, Gibson reading this
letter and impatiently. haug! arr
gantly dismussing this as so 1 em
tional blatherskite. But contrary to
English ftraditiona] beliefs idealogy is
not all  blathergkite. The blatherskite

comes from the dogmatic. intemperate
narrow-minded, |'see ans who are
always against @verybody, except their
own particular gloup (London Anarchist
Group included)i’ [ don’t belong to any
special parly or group but I hope | am
sensible enough to work with any group
for a limiled praclical sensible ohject
withou! necessarily dotting all the i's and
crossing all the ts,

Gibson once wrote an interesting and
accurate article on/ the “anarchist per-
sonality”. He should perhaps apply his
own analysis to his own personality and
ask himself, seriously, and with humility,
why he and so manv other middle class
intellectuals like him, nowadays take up
a completely negative and destructive
attitude. Does he really believe that all
Communists are fiends and stupid fiends,
that all Christians are dogmatic and
narrow mined authoritarians, that all
journalists (like me for example) are liars
and cynics, and that all politicians are
completely immoral opportunists? 1§
his bitterness hasn’l made him take leave
of his senses then he should remember
that the most mportant thing about

S ~ » % “ r e
‘mics, Cd s, TOUES Or even Fascisis)
is their humanity—and nor, definitely

not their ideology. But although all
governments are bad and although no
ideology is completely true and without
blemish, some governments—and some
ideologies—are raﬂiEr worse than others.
This means that a8 we are all in the left
—and if Gibson iSn't on the left then
I can only conclude he is in cloud cuckoo
land—we should prepared to admit
that we have more in common with left
wing parties than right wing parties
Just as, I hope, we would be sensible
enough to admit .Ip_at we have more in
common with say lain Mcleod or even
Macmillan than say Colin Jordan or
Mosley. To do this, Mr. Gibson. is not
to be “wnthinking” but to have sufficient
mature restraint and humility to admit
that we are !ivin;'- in the world as it is
and not as we w@lﬂ all like it 1o be,

Yours fraternally,
Letchworth, Heru:\‘i MicHAEL D. WarD.

N ']
PS—If you doﬂ like the label “prag-
matic anarchist” and you must insist in
attaching labels ta people I suppose you
could call me a progressive realist.  How
many converts has Gidson made o
anarchism I wonder? IT you all read
Clause Four of the Labour Party con-
stitution you Will see a principle ex-

pressed which is the fundamental prin
ciple of anarchism. Not a single men-
tion of the word nationalisation or state
or centralisation. True nobody takes it
seriously (either inside or ouotside ihe
Labour Party) but perhaps that is be-
cause 1l 15 n faclt a anarchist
principle—which even self-stvled anar-
chists seem too defeatist these days to

good

take seriously

Please excuse this horribly typed letter
—I am a busy journalist in one hell of
a hurry. All 1 ask you to remember is
-please, those of you like Gibson, have
a little more humility, a little. more
tolerance, a little more charity towards
those erring humans the anar-
chist fraternily who the
“Revealed Truth”
this world think
strange that people who have such very
accurale and profound insight into the
character of others reveal lotal

misunderstanding of themselves

outside
don’t
that

they

POSSEss
the Gibsons of

POSSCSS It 5

stich a

Just for the Record

Diar EDITOR,
I didn't reply to the two critics of
my article on President Kennedy's assass-

ination before, because neither of them
seemed to have understood it and |
didn't want to waste your space, bul it

may alter all be worth clearing up a
few points for the sake of the record.

Firstly, when I said that “we can't
condemn someone who goes out and
does what we just talk about.” I was
of course referring to removing rulers,
not to killing people. The point is that
we say we are for the former and against
the latter, but we haven't yet found a
way of doing the former without also
doing the latter—which was what 1
said we should learn to do.

Secondly, when 1 said that President
McKinley was killed by an anarchist.
[ was of course aware that many anar-
chists have denied that Leon Czolgosz
was an anarchist, because the Free
Soriety said five days before the assass-
ination that he was a police spy, and
because Walter Channing and Vernon
Briges said afterwards that he suffered
from the delusion that he was an anar-
chist. The point is that many accuse
a good anarchist of being a police spy
or of suffering from the delusion that he
was an anarchist—and whoe is te say
who is an anarchist? I would believe

o e e

respectable apologists for the anarchist
image.

Finally, when I wrote my article, I
wasn't trying to vilify Kennedy, to
glorify assassination, to gain notoriety,
or to speak for “anarchism™ The point
is that anarchism is what anarchists
think, and 1 said what 1 thought.
Milward Casey and John Pilgrim
shouldnt have attacked something they
couldn’t have understood.

N.W.

e r———
GET YOUR PERSONAL

FREEDOM
BY SUBSCRIBING TO IT

FREEDOM
AR i ———
PROPOSED BRITISH
FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS

Co-ordinating Secretary: J. E. Stevenson,
6 Stainton Road, Enficld, Middlesex.

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

“Lamb and Flag", Rose Street, Covent

Garden, W.C.2. (or. Garrick and King

Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.

JAN 26, Jack Robinson:

On Vielent Non-Resistance.

FEB 2 Maurice Goldman:

The Devil and Capitalism.

FEB 9 Philip Sansom

Just Speaking: Comrades & Friends
ALL WELCOME

For activities of other London
Groupes, see ‘Off-Centre’
activities below.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Cambridge Group

Meets Tuesdays (in term), Q5 Queens.
Details and information, town and gown,
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottages,
Trumpington Road, Cambridge.

Oxford Group

Contact N. Gould, Corpus Christi.

Tunbridge Wells Group

J. D. Gilbert-Rolfe, 4 Mount Sion,
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex.

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in month at
8 p.m.

Tyneside Federation
Contact H. D. Nash,

30 Queen’s Road,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 2.

PROPOSED GROUPS
BIRMINGHAM AND

WEST MIDLANDS

Peter Meville,

12 South Grove, Erdington, Birming-

ham, 23.

BIRMINGHAM (UNIVERSITY)
Dave Chaney,

7, Birches Close, Moseley,
Birmingham, 13.

COUNTY OF STAFFORD
TRAINING COLLEGE

John Wheeler, C.S.T.C., Nr. Stafford,

Staffs.
EDINBURGH
Anne-Marie Fearon, c¢/o Traverss
Theatre Club, James Court, Lawnmarket,
Edinburgh.
HEREFORD

- p— -

MANCHESTER

John McEwan, cjo Farrish, 4 an
Avenue, Mount ﬁume, Gormﬁ, Man-
chester. 4
MERSEYSIDE

Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill-
bank, Liverpool 13. (STO 2632).
Every Saturday 2.30.

Outside Lewis's paper-selling.
PLYMOUTH

Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue,
Mutley, Plymouth,

READING

Meetings third Friday of each month
7.30 p.m. at Eric and Carol Morse's,
16 Foxhill Road, Reading.
ROMFORD & HORNCHURCH

John Chamberlain, 19 Chestnut Glen,
Hornchurch, Essex.

SHEFFIELD .
Peter Lee, 745 Eccleshall Road, Sheffield.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

First ‘l‘uesdlg in each month at 8 p.m.
at Jean and Tony Smythe's Ground
Floor Flat, 88, Park Avenue, Enfield,
Middlesex.

st Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m,
at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby Street
Fulham, S.W.6.

First Thursday of each month, Tnm
Barnes', Albion Cottage, Fortis Green,
N2 (3rd door past Tudor Hotel).

Last Thursday in month:
Aj-‘_-; gtorge Hayes, 174 McLeod Road, .

Ind Fridsy at Brian and Doris Leslie's,

242 Amesbury Avenue, S,W.2 (Streatham
Hill, Nr. Station).

Donald & Irene Rooum's, 148a
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.

3rd Friday of each month at 8 m

LY




