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and unreasonable sentiment. It
is the cause of the worst evils

that torment mankind.

Patriotism 1s an artificial

—ToLsTo1.
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Barcelona After

The Rising

(By Our Correspondent In Barcelona)

HEN I arrived in Barcelona, order was already re-established.
The town had recoverd its usual gaiety. Nevertheless the barri-
cades still stood in the central district, the mattresses left in windows
bore witness to the fierce struggles that had recently taken place.
Everywhere in the streets were the uniforms of trnops- newly arrived

in Barcelona.

Blz}ck flags are still as numerous; they look a little faded, having
waved in the breeze since July, but beside them is seen a large number
of Red, yellow and purple flags of the generalitat new ones. they had

just been brought out for the first victory.

Fewer militia men with

fancy caps with bobbles and F.A.L in big letters. So I no longer find
that unbounded confidence among our comrades that inspired them
when I was in Barcelona in October. At that time the military situ-
ation was bad, munitions, arms, were scarce, but there was certainty
of victory and the Revolution would triumph. Now there is still hope
of beating Franco, but many think the Revolution has miscarried.

The days which have just
passed have been full of such
horrors that our comrades are still
stunned and disheartened by them.
Stunned at seeing workers like
those of the U.G.T. furiously op-
posing those of the C.N.T.. At
seeing two youths killed, one for
wearing Durruti’s picture on his hat
and the other for trying to de-
fend his friend. Discouraged at
being treated as counter revolu-
tionaries when they had renounced
s0 many principles, and had re-
mained silent in face of so much
provocation, to preserve unity.

NO ATTACKS ON EITHER SIDE
I got the comrades who took
part in the fighting to tell me
facts, each told me what had hap-
pened on the barricades in his own
area, for communication had been
impossible. The adversaries were
entrenched in their positions and
there were no attacks on either
side. The course of events is
known. Monday, May 3rd, at 2.30
pm. some assault guards under
orders from Valencia, tried to
occupy the Central Telephone
Building, they succeeded in taking
the 2nd storey, but by that time
our comrades had organised their
dpfences and were successfully re-
sisting, To disperse the crowd
Wwhich had collected in front of the
Telephonica, the assault guards
threw several bombs. Some mem-
bers of the Libertarian youth
went back to their locals and gave
the alarm. Elsewhere the
PSUC. and some of the guards
to disarm and shoot our
Comrades. It was then the F.A.L
Bave orders to go down to the
street, the C.N.T. did not give this
order to the syndicate. The
struggle continued terrible until
T.h“mdﬂ}’- During Wednesday
Night the C.N.T. had already given
orders to return to work, and thus
Promised a fairly calm day. The
port services were again work-

ing by the communists, and police
of the Eistat Catala surrounded the
ngers and continued to fire
E:ﬂsionnl shots, so that at midday
foll fighting was again general. The
OWing day, having obtained
ﬁmm from Galarza that the
P8 coming from Valencia would
G'uloeenter Barcelona before 9
k, the C.N.T. again gave
m to return to work. The
the " comrades carried out
m“;der given, although if they
Rore ought on for a few hours
: M?"Mhlng would have been
: _&.-hlnd:. But why did the
w insist on ceasing fire?
, it was afraid of playing

compromised the war and asked for §

intervention
England,

from France and
rather than allow the

anarchists to completely dominate §

Catalonia.

The attitude of the western de- i

mocracies to Libertarian Catalonia
is easy to guess from articles in the
Left Press—English as well as
French. Everywhere a violent cam-
paign was launched against the
anarchists. “L’Oeuvre” spoke of a
revision of treaties and of non-in-
tervention. Let us now try to
apportion the responsibility! The
provocation came from the Valen-
cian government. It was they who
sent the Police Force to seize the
Central Telephone Building and the
government of the Generalitat gave
it support. The U.G.T. which
fought our comrades at the Tele-
phone building, built barricades be-
hind which, they tore up the mem-
bership cards of the CN.T. and
even shot the bearers of these
cards. Their complicity in the
assassination of Berneri and
Barbieri is clear.

It was they who threatened to
shoot them down from the house
opposite which belonged to them, if
they dared come out. It was U.G.T.
troopers who came to arrest them
and the next day to reassure
Barbieri’s wife, telling her that-Bar
bieri and Berneri had been liber-
ated when they were found a few
hours later at the clinic hospital.
The complicity of the U.G.T. dis-
tresses us deeply, but does not sur-
prise us, for we know that it always
repulsed the advances of the C.N.T.
Besides it was under the influence,
especially in Barcelona, of the com-
munists, and it now harbours
in its bosom a large number of
small bourgeois who have formed
themselves into a syndicate for
greater safety.

THE ANARCHISTS' MISTAKES

How is it that the anarchists who
held everything after July 19th,
have been almost pushed into the
background ? Doubtless it is
partly their own fault, they should
have taken a more vigorous stand
and not let themselves be intimi-
dated by the fact that they had
some Ministers in the Government,

These Ministers should have in-
sisted in the dissolution of the
assault guards and the cleaning up
of the rear guards of the 5th
column which during recent events,
has ranged itself beside the com-
munists against the Anarchists.
They should have insisted on the
dismissal of such ministers as
Prieto and such police chiefs as
Galarza. The communists saw
their popularity increase from the
day Russia sent arms, but instead

The

Spanish People, All will fight Fascism!

“The Social Revolution will not be made
by the Capitalist State Machine”

(At the Conway Hall Meeting)

“ . .. THE Chairman has men-
tioned tonight that the
Anarchists and the ILL.P. did not
agree in all respects. We are Marx-
ists and the Anarchists are not. But
we agree at least in this respect—
that the Social Revolution will not
be made by the Capitalist State ma-
chine, the workers must form their
own organizations which must be the
instrument of' government when the
Social Revolution rtakes place, and
when during the course of the develop-
ment in Barcelona power was trans-
ferred from the Economic Council of
the Workers and the Military Coun-
cil of the workers to the Capitalist
State machine, at that moment the
beginning of the counter-revolution
took place in Catalonia.

The next important development in
the affairs in Barcelona arose when
after three months, Soviet Russia de-
cided to provide arms for Spain. 1
have heard from a member of the
Catalonian Government at that mo-
ment the conditions which Soviet
Russia, through the Spanish Commun-
ist Party, laid down. They were,
first, that the Workers’ Party of Marx-
ist Unity should be excluded from

of enthusiastic articles the Anar-
chist press should have made the
people understand that if Russia
sent arms, she was being well paid
for them, and besides it was to be
able at the right time to put her
hand on internal politics in Spain.
In short, it must not be forgotten
that if we see the F.A.I, and C.N.T.
weakened to-day, it is because they
have had the greatest number of
casualties during the long months
of war. Armies were not sent to
the Aragon front but our comrades
went under fire in spite of that,
without arms and paid dearly for
their sacrifices,

It is owing to their good faith,
their respect for life and the liberty
of others, that the Anarchists find
themselves in their present position
in Spain. They will Triumph never-
theless! .

—FENNER BROCKWAY

the Government. Secondly, that the
transference of military control should
pass from the workers’ militia and
the workers’ organizations to the State
War Office ; and thirdly, that the
fight against Fascism should be sepa-
rated from the Revolution ; that its
object should be not the social revolu-
“tion but the defence of the Demo-
cratic Republic.

I heard someone whisper ““ shame,”
but I think it is important that it
should be clearly understood that these
demands of the Russian Government
are a logical sequence of the present
foreign policy of the Russian Govern-
ment.

SOCIAL REVOLUTION
AGAINST RUSSIAN POLICY

Socialists in other countries must
wake up to this fact — that Soviet
Russia will not assist a social revolu-
tion in any single country of the world
which will impede an alliance by
Soviet Russia with other governments
of the world democratic capitalist
governments against Fascist Germany,
and that the whole interpretation of
Russian policy in Spain or elsewhere
turns round that policy. A social
revolution in Spain would deter Bri-
tain from becoming an ally of Russia.
Therefore, there must be no Social
revolution in Spain—and therefore the
only development which we are pre-
pared to support in Spain is the de-
velopment of the retention of a Demo-
cratic Republic.

When Russia made those demands
upon the Catalonian Government they
were at first resisted by the CNT/
FAL Finally it was agreed that the
POUM should be excluded. The
Communist Party was also excluded
but through the U.G.T. the Commu-

-

nist members of the government re-
mained.

The CNT/FAI successfully re-
sisted at that moment the demand for
the ending of the workers’ militia and
the demands for the separation of the
war from the Revolution,

But when that stage had bcgn
reached, immediately the Communist
Party began to prepare the psychology
which would enable it to go further.
It made a series of attacks upon the
POUM of a character which it is
almost impossible to define. They
were the Fifth Column of General
Franco! — despite the fact that on
July 19th, side by side with the com-
rades of the CNT/FAI they had
fought and fallen in the streets ; des-
pite the fact that their leader had
deliberately gone into Fascist terri-
tory to raise a rebellion, had been
caught and shot ; despite the fact that
thousands of them were at the front
and hundreds of them had been killed.

A report that on the field of battle
they had deliberately and treacherous-
ly retired in order that a Fascist vic- :
tory might take place ; that they had
been engaged in a conspiracy to |
assassinate Largo Caballero, then the
idol of the Communist Party but since
fallen into disgrace. Not one single
fact, not one item of evidence was
ever produced to substantiate these
charges. But the necessary psycho-
logy had been prepared, then step by
step action began to withdraw the
rights which the workers had won.
Workers” Councils mgepm_med; work- pAl
ers’ committees in factories and
in the workshops obstructed ; State
officials put in charge. The workers
militia to be suppressed. The workers'
police to be su '

=’ L

sed and finally the
demand that the workers should give 4 q
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I et
vention” Committee’s agreements,
only the French Navy might patrol

these particular waters. What has
not been proved, is whether the
“Deuntschland” opened fire or not
on the Spanish Government planes,
though, even if the aeroplanes did
attack first, they had every right
to do so.

We know that, under cover of
participation in the “non-interven-
tion” committee’s schemes for con-
trol around Spain, Germany and
Italy have been pursuing their own
courses unhindered. While Mr.
Eden continues to “deplore”—the
two ruthless Pirates of Europe,
honour presumably satisfied, are
condescending to re-enter the Com-
mittee for Non-Intervention in
Spain, reserving the right, how-
ever, to repeat their crimes at any
time they consider they have re-
ceived provocation.

“If this outrage and the subse-
quent acceptance of it by the Euro-
pean Powers do not finally expose
the whole tragic farce of Non-
Intervention, in its hypocritical du-
plicity, then it is impossible to do
S0,

It is surely becoming increasingly
clear that Capitalist Europe—sup-
ported covertly by the USS.R. —
will tolerate any attack, (however
gross, however much in contraven-
tion of all international law and
any dictates of humanity and de-
ceny) which will serve to defeat the
workers’ revolution. The workers
of England and France should
tremble at these portents. They
should realise that Capitalism and
Fascism are not two—but one force
—and as soon as Labour becomes
sufficiently powerful in those coun-
tries, Fascism will turn its atten-
tion to them.

The Gangster Of
Rome
AS we go to Press we learn of
the tragic death of Professor
Carlo Roselli and his brother.
Their death which coincides with
the 13th anniversary of Matteotti's
death, is once more the work of
gangsters under Mussolini’s orders.
We recall Mussolini’'s words in
the Popolo d'Italia (May 1923) a
month before Matteotti was mur-
dered in a most brutal manner by
the Fascist gangster Dumini: “As
for Matteotti, vulgar charlatan, no-
torious scamp and ruffian of the
worst sort, he will do well to look
out for himself: for if one day he
finds himself with a fractured skull,

but fractured in a good cause, he
will not have the right to complain,

The O.V.R.A., with its espionage
and gangster or in the
whole world, has rendered Musso-
lini one of the greatest services
since its inception. It has silenced
one of the most outspoken Italian
anti-fascists, It has added to the
long list of Mussolini’s victims ...

Matteotti; the hundreds of anti-
fascists killed by fascist hordes in
Italy; the tens of thousands of
“living-dead” in the penal islands;
the flower of youth sacrificed in
Abyssinia for the sake of a mon-
ster’s reputation, vanity and am-
bition; the thousands of youths
obliged to fight and die in Spain in
the ranks of Spanish Fascism, rep-
resented by Franco and a corrupt
Church ... All these victims must
be acounted for sooner or later.

Who is responsible?

In a memorable speech in the
Chamber of Deputies, in which his
perverted and cruel mind came to
the fore, Mussolini gave the answer
“If Fascism is an association of
evil-doers, I, myself am the chief
of these ill-doers, and I boast of it.”
There, he openly branded himself
as a murderer.

Not as a murderer who, in a mo-
ment of uncontrollable passion,
kills, but as an arch-Al Capone;
the king of Gangsters, who from
his armed fortress, surrunded by a
miniature army for the protection
of his miserable skin, directs the
vassals who, for filthy lucre, do his
bidding. The king of Gangsters,
who from his throne controls by
force, the minds and very actions
of a whole people. The Gangster
who is susceptible to criticism, but
unlike the gunman, has not the
courage to face his enemy. That
is Mussolini, the self-confessed
gangster and arch-villain,

The vassals who perpetrated the
murder may be found and tried, but
the instigator ,the responsible ele-
ment is to be found in Rome. His
name ? '

Benito Mussolini.

Worker of May 26th 1 am enclosing
the cutting. In view of the ultra
fairness of that paper and its insistence
upon truth and justice, you will prob-
ably be surprised that the tribute was
so gentle. I must therefore consider
myself in luck. Do you not think so?

When I entered our ranks many
years ago I promised myself never
o reply to personal attacks. I be-
lieved with the great philosopher,
Alexander Humboldt, who though
violently attacked and maligned all
his life, never replied in kind. He
held that when one meets filth with
filth one is sure to soil qnc’s own
garments. My own experience has
borne out this truism. I should there-
fore not take the trouble to answer
the attack in the Daily Worker, except
that I do not want to be guilty of a
conscious misrepresentation of any
organisation or individual. I am
quoted as having said at the Norwich
meeting that “not one penny, not
one bandage, no relief of any kind has
been sent to Catalonia.” Unfortunately
it should have read ** kad been sent to
Catalonia.” Anyone who knows the
King’s English would understand the
difference. That is to say, when I
said that Cartalonia had received no
help I spoke of the time of my pres-
ence there, and my visits to the Ara-
gon and Huesca fronts. While there,
I was assured by our late comrades,
Durutti and Ascasio, as well as by
the physicians of the Hospitals, that
not one bandage or medical supply
of any sort had been contributed to
their needs. On my return to Bar-
celona I made it my business to en-
quire from our comrades of the Co-
mite Regionale, and those at the head
of the Sanidad (Health Dept.) and in
both places the information I received
at the fronts was verified. More-
over, I learned that from all the money
collected in the United States by la-
bour bodies and in England, not one
penny had been contributed to the
CNT /FAI or the Sanidad in Cata-
lonia.

I am glad to learn that £30,000
has since been contributed to Cata-
lonia’s needs and I am surprised at
the same time.

I had occasion to be thrown ro-
gether with members of the Spanish
Medical Aid Committee who were on
the Spanish Exhibition Committee, I
saw their antagonism and their deter-
mination that nothing of their efforts

ms wo the Latin Tacitus classics

— and certainly dictators beget
lo.t'ﬁ'::m generation of traitors, lick-

sions and treacheries! _

Whatever is said by the supporters
of either side, whether for Smlm or
for Trotsky, has not the weight of a
feather and the good people who fool;
ishly try to estimate the balance o
justice and right conduct of either
party, are wasting time and dabbling
with dark affairs — which they can
never understand.

Two facts do emerge—that when
Trotsky was in power he did not
hesitate before wholesale slaughter—
as in Kronstadt in 192:.—-and that
when Stalin holds the reins, he too
kills with as little mercy.

This situation of terror produces a
pathological  psychology fa\_rouring
this hypocrisy—and our attention has
been drawn to one such e,xam.p!e,
which seeks to impose in the Stalinist
International Press _Correspondence,
in the issues of Feb. 13th, p. 197,
March 13th p. 312, and March 20th
p. 330, which stated that a number
of compromising documents have been
unearthed against Bakunin — namely
Bakunin’s petition to the Tsar and
that they had exposed the treacherous
character of Bakunin and justified
Marx’s unremitting attacks upon him.

It is really unnecessary to-day to
reassert that nothing to the discredit
of Bakunin has ever been found in
the Tsarist Archives— and this has
been abundantly proved by the efforts
that the Bolsheviks themselves have
made to make capital out of the revo-
lutionary glory of Bakunin’s life and
writings.

They published a “ governmental
edition ” of his works by which they
helped to interest and placate those
people friendly to his ideals, and they
even tried—without success—to trans-
port his bones to Moscow, clearly as
those of a hero of the Russian Revolu-
tion. It is true that several fair and
valuable works on Bakunin were pub-

DRAGON'S teeth breed war, accord-

adherents of his ideas. S
This International Press Corres.

pondence, published in 1921 under
Zinoviev, is produced in a

the late

reports and disseminating whatever

suits the purpose of Moscow. There-

fore, such slander is widely circulated

and is naturally assimilated by the

rank and file.

MARX IS ALWAYS RIGHT!
This time they appear to have de-

'

-

cided that the boundless capacity for

slander which we had thought one of
the great weaknesses of Marx must
be a virtue—Marx is always right!
His slanderous statements must be
right—though unproven. Hence, this
point accepted, whatever Stalin says
against Trotsky must be right, though
by the same process of thought all
those not quite fools might argue that
whatever Trotsky says about Stalin
must be right too!

All those who were acquainted with
Marx were aware that he was the
worst possible judge of men—one who
despised his inferiors and at the same
time was jealous of his e
in common with all people of that
temperament he had the unfortunate
habit of listening to gossip from inter-
ested persons. This regrettable weak-
ness has been abundantly proved—and
in no case better than that of Bakunin.
Even the greatest admirers of Marx,
like Franz Mehring, saw through this
weakness, and tried to make amends
for it. Now the International Press
Correspondence reinstates Marx in his
full glory as a past master in slander,
the man who was “ absolutely right
when he described Bakunin as a
scoundrel. The poor fellow who wrote
this nonsense must have trembled in
his shoes lest he could not satisfy the
Stalinists who held the knout over
him—or perhaps he was a joker on

the sly! ! X X X

should go to Catalonia, much less to
the CNT/FAIL It took several ses-
sions and no end of argument to con-
vince these ladies of the Spanish
Medical Aid Committee that Cata-

PACKED ANARCHIST MEETING IN PARIS

From our Paris Correspondent

THE Anarchist movement in France

has been rapidly growing in
strength since thé commencement of
the Spanish Civil War. The Union
Anarchiste has rapidly increased its
membership.

On Friday, May 28th. more than
5,000 workers packed the Mutualité
Hall to hear Fidel Miro of the CNT
Youth Movement, who has been re-
cently released from the Generalidad
prisons, Bernard Pon, of the FAI,
Marchest, and others. The meeting
was enthusiastic but there was none
of the professional claque applause
which characterises the Poular Front
meetings.

The Anarchist movement has been
increasing since the Spanish civil war
and the Union Anarchiste can count
on 5,000 active members in Paris
alone. The Libertairs sells over
30,000 copies a week.

The Anarchist youth have formed
a united front with the Trotskyists in
the 19th Arondissement and the An-
archist students are carrying out a
vigorous campaign against the two
years’ military service and the war
preparations of the Popular Front.

The hall was packed to overflow-
ing long before the speakers arrived.

Fidel Miro, of the Youth move-
ment, stated that his organisation now
numbered 170,000. These members
represented the new generation of au-
thentic revolutionaries who possess all
the attributes necessary for social re-
reconstitution.

The events of May 4th, constituted
the latest attempt to liquidate the An-
archist movement, but in spite of ev-
erything the Anarchists continue to be
the only guarantee of revolutionary
evolution in Spain.

The workers will continue to see
that their only chance of social free-
dom is in the CNT and FAI or-
ganisations as long as the bourgeois
civil war continues.

Pon, of the FAI, said: “ The Pro-
letariat of Catalonia will not give up
the social conquests it has gained at
so great a price.” The FAI and the
CNT were the only organisations
which had not been paralysed by the
desertion of the bourgeoisie. The bour-
geoisie, thinking the danger past,
wished to steal] back its privileges and
therein lay the causes of the events
of May 3rd organised by the PSUC.

Cortés, of the CNT, said: “The
workers are about to start their own
revolution. The 19th July was not
a revolution in the sense of the Great
French Revolution, but a military up-
rising against which the workers rose.”
The Middle Classes, the right-wing of
the PSUC, were serving the policy
dictated by England, France and Rus-
sia to re-establish the bourgeois re-
public as if nothing had happened
since July 1gth. The governmental
crisis was provoked by Hernandez,
who demanded that Caballero should
obtain the resignation of Galaiza, Mi-
nister of the Interior, as he had not
been sufficiently energetic in the cam-
paign for the suppression of the Cata-
lan proletariat after May 4th.

Caballero revolted and said that it
was infamous to provoke a political
crisis at a time when Bilbao was
threatened. Prieto sided with the
Communists, *‘ The workers are not
beaten, the workers are now about to
start their revolution.

“We are not the revolutionaries of
vesterday. We are the old guard of
the revolution. We remain Anarcho-
Syndicalists always and we shall know

how to bear the historic responsibilities
dictated by the necessity of the mo-
ment.” :

Lucien Haussard, of the French
Youth, said that the international pro-
letariat must assure the safety of the
Spanish Revolution. He also said
that the CNT Congress had 1.200,000
adherents. On May 3rd, between
four and five hundred soldiers were
sent by Salas to capture the post of-
fice.

The humanity of ihe Anarchists
contrasted with the cruelty of their
adversaries — cruelty exemplified in
the murders of Berneri, Barbieri, Fer-
reri. The torturing of the Spanish
youth, some of whom had their ears
cut off. The-sexual organs of one
were cut off and hung in his mouth.
Sebastian Faure said “We are against
all governments, against all parties,
against all social rule, which is on the
side of authority, which for thousands
of years had held authority in human
slavery. We wish to crush al] idolatry
and we will not even support the élite
who pretend to be beter than we. As
for our friends they are filled with
such a flame of enthusiasm that they
are prepared to make any sacrifices
—even the laying down of their Jives,
[hey are fighting against the past to
prepare a better world for the future.”

“Thanks to them, it can be no long-
er said that the Anarchists are the
Jabberers who do not know what they
want. You have shown that you know
what you want and how to bring it
about.
~ “Anarchy is not a barren but a
iccund_\x-nman! She has already had
one child—and if this dies, it will be
rcplaccd—'nand around the cradle, our
hcuns_ will be more affectionate, our
altenuve care more watchful. our
guard more effectively ser.” ‘

Faure was cheered 1o the echo,
Clearly a sign that the workers are
turing of Moscow dictators,

lonia is also on the Spanish map and
that the CNT/FAI are the most
dominant organisations in Catalonia.
No, they would have nothing to do
with any political party, they claimed.
This was absurd on the face of it
because the leading spirits in the
Spanish Medical Aid Committee are
Communists, either direct members of
the party or carried away by the glory
that is Stalin. They are therefore
ultra political and fanarical to the
extreme in their zeal to monopolise
everything, They simply cannot bear
that anyone outside of themselves
should have the credit for what is
being done in Spain. Especially when
It concerns the anarchists and syndic-
alists.

On more than one occasion I
wanted to withdraw from the Spanish
Exhibition Committee, in fact I admit
I should never have joined it, for I
came out of Spain with material as
rich as gathered there by other bodies.
It was only due 1o Fenner Brockway
and Roland Penrose that I remained
In an atmosphere with the poison of
hatred and antagonism. After weeks
of wrangling the delegates of the
Spanish  Medical Aid Committee
kindly consented to my proposition
that if any profit should accrue from
the Exhibition it should be divided
in three parts and sent to the Sanidad
of Barcelona, Valencia and Bilbao.
Unfortunately the expenses of the
Exhibition proved so excessive that
not only was there no profit lefr but
I believe the Exhibition is still collect-
g funds to make up the deficit.

Having had this experience with
members of the Spanish Medical Aid
Committee, 1 am perfectly justified
in doubting their concern in Catalonia
and the amount they are supposed to
have spent for the needs of that part
of Spain. However, I am quite willing
1o b-:l:c_vc this to be true, but also I
k;lu_w from my experience in the
United States and in this country that
;I:::lmumce;t channels are limited to
arty needs ; certainly no out-
side of this Holy of YHulieimh:g ever
benefited by their generosity.

EMMA GOLDMA




F

SPAIN AND THE WORLD, FRIDAY, JUNE 11th, 1937.

THE TRAGIC END OF AN ANARCHIST FIGHTER

l'l' is not at all true to say that

Berneri was merely a scientist
and theoretician. He was much
more: he was a fighter. And more
still: he was a man. A man on
whose word one could depend,
whose actions could face the light
of day—a man filled with ardour
for the ideal of Justice, and Free-
dom and Human Dignity. All this
was merged for him in the one
word: ANARCHISM.

Berneri was one of those rare
human beings who have no thought
of little, petty things, and who are
therefore among those chosen to
accomplish great things. Was
there any theoretical question to be
cleared up, who was better adapted
to do so than Berneri? Were there
any problems to be solved relating
to the war and the Revolution 7—
there was no one among the
Italians better able to do this than
Berneri. And not only among the
Ttalians. When any points of
difference arose among the com-
rades—they brought Berneri to ad-
just them. His was a clear, per-
suasive logic, coupled with the
kindest of hearts; he had that win-
ning smile which proved irresistible
to both friend and foe. All this was
bound to make him the authority—
the authorityof reason and of the
mind.

The fact that Berneri was Pro-
fessor of Philosophy, and that he
had to abandon his professorial
Chair when Fascism conquered
Italy—that fate he shared with
many others. What made him out-
standing, however, was his pro-
found idealism; his whole being was
gpiritualised—there was nothing
material in this noble spirit. He
was like that beggar who threw his
last farthing into the gutter. Each
time when I met him after not hav-
ing seen him for a long time, I
could not help thinking how his ap-
pearance reminded me of his great
fellow-countryman, Dante. He was
suffused with the wonderful magic
of the classical idealist—that ideal

. type so weil known to us all and
which is reminiscent to each of us
~ of the romantic days of our youth.

Yet this gentle knight of the
spirit was forced, for many years,
to do heavy manual labour, for
which his constitution secarcely
fitted him. But his wife and child-
ren had to be provided for, and so
with the aid of a few Italian com-
rades, he eventually succeeded in
establishing a small green-grocery
and provision shop in Paris. Every
other morning he had to rise at
three o'clock in order to go to the
““Halles " (the Paris Covent Gar-
den Market) to buy vegetables, and
what he failed to sell, was used for
the family consumption. After he
had finished his hard manual
labour, he was too tired and ex-
hausted to be able to pursue his

. studies and books. This state of
affairs continued for years. Finally,
however, the power of the spirit
overcame the bodily hardships. The
fact that despite all these hardships
he was able, after all, to resume
his literary work testifies to his ex-
traordinary will-power. The spirit
conquered the flesh. It was about
this time that his work entitled “Le
Peche Original ” (The Original Sin)
appeared—a psychological and his-
torical essay.

We used to meet now and then
in Paris about that time. We were
both in the same position: he had
been exiled from his own country
by Italian Fascism, while I had fled
from German National Socialism, I
had known him though, from

yF former years; a few years pre-
- Viously he had come to Berlin. At
that time, we were still living under

- the Social Democratic regime, and
~ for this reason Berneri had hoped
~ to find in Germany some protection
- and security. But he found neither
~ the one nor the other. He was
: ebllgedbogohaektoll'mnce, where
after a lengthy period of incarcera-
tion, he was at last released, though
- under continual Police surveillance.
- So even as an exile in France,
_ 's vengeance pursued him.

 French Government, at the be-
of the Duce, had to keep an

which is coquetting with Fascism
represented as one of the most dan-
gerous conspirators, of whom good
citizens should beware! It is true
his works were dangerous to all the
dark spirits of reaction; his activi-
ties were dangerous to the despots,
but his work was for the people, to
further the aims of Freedom and
Humanity.

Berneri was no dogmatist—he
did not definitely side with one par-
ticular school of thought. That he
stood up in defense of Anarchism
testifies to the freedom of his mind;
to him there was no such thing as
one particular system which is
alone capable of solving all pro-
blems. For this reason, too, he re-
jected Marxism. Marxism binds
the spirit—confines it to definite
forms; Marxist dogmas are limited
and exclusive—it is a cast iron
theory. Anarchism, on the other
hand, as Berneri conceived it was
the fruit of a living tree, which tree

heartedly. He saw everything with
clear vision and judged propheti-
cally the course of development of
the events through which we are
passing. He saw, and did not hesi-
tate to point out, the danger that
was threatening the struggle for
freedom from the dictator parties.
Dictatorship remains dictatorship,
whatever its name and colour may
be. ‘Barcelona, the heart of
Spanish Anarchism,” he wrote,
“finds itself not only between
Madrid and Rome, but also between
Burgos and Moscow. When Fas-
cism is overcome, then it will be-
come necessary for the FAI-CNT to
continue their fight for a social pro-
gram. In this case, the Socialist-
Communist block is likely to put up
resistance to such a program. The
Executive Committee of the Coms-
munist Party in Spain recently de-
clared that in the present fight the
Party is defending Democracy and
Private Property. It smells of
Noske!

CAMILLO

BERNERI

has many branches. Even Syndica-
lism was too narrow for Berneri's
spiritual conception. He accepted
the workers' struggle with all the
means available by direct action.
Thus he was able to co-operate
with the Union Sindicala Italiana,
without however becoming exclu-
sively absorbed in it. Berneri's be-
ing was much more all-embracing.
As in Malatesta, and Luigi Fabri,
so also in Berneri there lived the
old tradition of the Italian fighter
for freedom. His aim was not, how-
ever, merely National emancipation
—that was the direct way leading
to Fascism. The social emancipa-
tion of the Proletariat was his aim,
to which he devoted his magnifi-
cent spiritual gifts. And this social
emancipation is not bound up with
one particular nation—the prole-
tarians of all lands are striving to-
wards the same goal.,

That is why Berneri was an In-
ternationalist. When the people of
Spain were carrying on a victorious
fight against Fascism, Berneri felt
that there was no choice for him:
“ Without any thought of remuner-
ation, sure of his powers to be of
help, he followed the dictates of his
heart; not heeding the thorns and
the pitfalls that lay ahead, pre-
pared to bear whatever fate befell
him, he knew no other goal nor
happiness on earth but to follow his
wildest fancies.” These words,
written by the German poetess,
Hedwig Lachman, and spoken over
the grave of the murdered German
Anarchist, Gustav Landauer, we
can likewise utter in raln.tlon to
Berneri.

Berneri, the Italian Anarchist,
came to Spain, to place his great
mental talents at the disposal of and

: itho_mmo!mﬂchtfutﬁa.

Berneri wrote this a few months

ago in the [Italian journal:
“GUERRA DI CLASSE.” These
words proved prophetic. We are
at the parting of the ways. In
May. Barcelona. In the middle of
May. Valencia. Fratricidal war—
Government crisis. Two different
ways but the identical goal: the
destruction of the Revolutionary
achievements of the Proletariat,
elimination of the Revolutionary
guard, of the CNT and the FAL
Berneri forsaw the future, like a
breath from a distant world, the
truth came from his lips, which
were soon to be closed for ever. He
fell a victim to his devotion to
truth, his prophetic gift. It is not
difficult to trace the inner connec-
tion between Berneri’s activities
and his death. He died as he had
lived, for his ideal. His life was
dedicated to the movement for free-
dom. He did not, however, die in
open battle, not like our heroes of
July 19th, not like our fighters at
the Front. He fell in the fratrici-
dal battle, by the hand of the foul
murderer., As Gustav Landauer on
May 2nd, 1919, at Munich died at
the hand of Noske-ites, so did
Berneri on May Tth, 1937, die by
the hands of the pace-makers of re-
action—a reaction that is being
prepared within the womb of Anti-
Fascism,

A terrible fate. A fate that has
befallen a great many, and will
happen to many more ere the
nations’ peoples have conquered all

* the enemies of Freedom, ere Justice

and Peace have come upon earth.
Berneri is dead. A grievious loss

for the Libertarian Movement,

more especially for Italian Anar-

chism., Buthisidenli!me,tnd

newehamp!anu rally to its

Aims and Objects of the
Anarcho-Syndicalist Union

JUST a few days ago a man fell

dead in the streets of Aber-
deen. He was very insufficiently
known by social thinkers and yet
his basie principle has produced the
greatest clarification of social
thought that has taken place in our
time. He has never been associated
with any political school of thought
nor with any particular socialogical
creed. I refer to the psychologist
Adler. For it was Adler who eluci-
dated—from all the psychological
thought that preceded him—the
basic principle of the inferiority
complex. He revealed that the
search and the desire for power
spring inevitably from the feeling
of inferiority in the individual due
largely to social oppression. And
Adler has pointed out that the in-
dividual will never rid himself of
this thirst for power until he is act-
ing as a social individual expressing
himself fully both individually and
co-operatively as a social human
being.

Now there is one school of
thought which enables the indi-
vidual to fulfil his needs in this res-
pect by recognising the fact that
society must be based on the freely
developed individual working in
free association with his fellows.
That is Anarchist Communism.

DEFINITION OF ANARCHISM

Anarchism is defined by
Kropotkin as “ A theory of life and
conduct under which society is con-
ceived without government—har-
mony in such a society being
achieved not by submission to law
or by obedience to any authority
but by free agreements concluded
between the various groups terri-
torially and professionally, freely
constituted for the sake of produc-
tion and consumption—as also for
the satisfaction of the infinite
variety of needs and aspirations of
a civilised being."”

Thus we at once find the way of
escape from modern serfdom—for
free association will take the place
of forced contract and justice based
on free and equal opportunity will
displace “ legal " injustice based on
unfair privilege.

To achieve freedom the worker
must feel that he is a voluntary co-
operator—not a forced slave; and
this principle of voluntary co-oper-
ation is the basis of Anarchism. No
longer will the worker remain a
controlled cog in the Capitalist
machine but by direct contact with
the whole problem of production
and distribution, he will be enabled

to use to the full his co-operative
capabilities and his creative crafts-
manship and skill.

A charge laid at the door of
Anarchists for generations has
been that they are romantic
idealists, with no practical notion
of how to translate their concept
of society into practical achieve-
ment. But this charge is ill-
founded, because Anarcho-Syndi-
calism has developed a complete
technique whereby the workers
(who are the true producers of all
real wealth) can so organise them-
selves, that they will be able to
undertake the whole task of pro-
duction and distribution in a free
society.

The difference between the con-
cept of Anarcho-Syndicalism and
Trade Unionism, as at present
organised, is that Trade Unionism
accepts Capitalism as a dominating
factor and is content for the most
part merely to fight a defensive
war for improved conditions. The
Anarcho-Syndicalist, on the other
hand, starts with the recognition of
the inherent injustice of the wage
system and the fundamental im-
morality of capitalist society. He
accepts and pushes to its logical
conclusion, the fact of the class
war, and he recognises that the
State is, and must be, an instru-
ment of class domination. The
State, in fact, is the executive com-
mittee of the capitalist class.

The Anarcho-Syndicalist, there-
fore, realises that economic organ-
isation and economic action is the
only course compatible with the
Anarchist ideal, and he outlines a
manner of organisation which can
be put into practical operation right
now.

The immediate purpose of this
organisation would be first of all to
work for improved conditions here
and now, and secondly to gather
together information and facts that
will be necessary for the workers
to possess if the social revolution
is to lead to evolution and not
merely to substitution of another
type of State machine for that
which exists at present. Anarcho-
Syndicalism, believes that we
should start organising ourselves
here and now, not only for the
revolution, but for the Defence of
the revolution, once it is an aeeom g
plished fact. (‘A

S V.0
(To be continued)

The Militarization of Youth

IN THE PHILIPPINES.

Since last year we have noted
that immediately after the ten year
transition period which ought to
lead to independence, the Philip-
pine Government has decided to es-
tablish compulsory military service
to which the Mahommedan Moros
as well as the workers in general
are strongly opposed — declaring
that they have no desire to furnish
“a cheap army to help imperialis-
tic America in their war against
Japan.

At this moment “ The Interna-

tional War Resisters” announces

that the Govermment has the in-
tention of using a system of edu-
cation which will organise the mili-
tarisation of all young people—
whether boys or girls. Aeccording
to the L.LR.G., only 60 per cent. of
the children attend school, and
regulations are being prepared for
continuing general instruction with
a system of obligatory instruction
which involves military service.

It means also that the efforts
for overcoming illiteracy among
adults by two year courses, will be
turned to the service of militarism
by giving the courses themselves
a military character. _

As we have said elsewhere, the
militarisation of the Philippines is
in American hands, and ihk the
U'B'A. wko m il 3 .. ol B =4

AUSTRIA.
Although education of a pre-
military character exvists under
somcfomormtkorfortkom
of nearly every country in the
world — it is most prououmd in
totalitarian or aam-to ria
states.

To-day the mamm
nounced that Austria has ¢
to extend—the pre-military
tion of youth in the schaols
future lessons, will be given
handling of a ﬁfH the u
g:a masks and
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have volunteered to sell the news-
paper at meetings, and there seems
to be little activity in introducing

- From the correspondence we re-
ceive from all parts of the British
Isles approving of our work, we
cannot assume that this indiffer-
ence is due to a counter-revolution-
ary attitude in our columns! What
then, is the cause? Is it that
amongst us are disruptive elements,
those elements always to be found
in any organisation or group, which,
through their own petty ambition
and false envy of others; through
their petty suspicious and futile
imaginations, succeed in devia-
ting our work from one of
propaganda for an ideal, to a dis-
cussion of personalities and private
lives which in reality concerns but
a limited number of people?

With this background, we have
been carrying on our work, watch-
ing our deficit increase with the
publication of each new issue. It
has been no light task to double our
circulation during the first six
months, more so as the activity in
this country, outside the Editorial
offices, has been limited to a very
small group of comrades in Lon-
don, Stroud, Glasgow, Bristol and
Plymouth. These comrades are in
a very definite minority. If we are
to double our circulation within the
next six months and render “Spain
and the World” financially sound,
we must have the active support of
ALL those amongst us who, con-
vinced of an ideal, are prepared to
do some active work for its propa-
gation.

We might, at this juncture do
well to make quite clear our ob-
jeets in publishing “Spain and the
World.” Until July 19th, it seemed
quite impossible to launch a fort-
mnightly publication of respectable
proportions and expect to continue
its publication for more than one
or two issues. After July 19th,
there seemed to be some sort of
awakening in our depleted ranks.
Furthermore much sympathy was
shown by the more responsible sec-
tions of the community, who saw in
Anarchism, not the traditional
“chaotic, irresponsible society,” but
instead the only truly honest and
sincere society; the only society in
which peace and equality are poss-
ible—by nature of the fact that
personal interest and competition,
the basis of corruption and capital-
istic wars—are non existent. The
moment seemed ripe, therefore, to
launch “Spain and the World.”

The present situation, and the
general lack of information on the
work of our Spanish comrades, ob-
liged us to deal almost entirely
with Spain, though our intention,
as the title of the newspaper indi-
cates, was to deal with World con-
ditions as well.

We did not ask our comrades for
Capital. We thought that it was
better to first show them what we
could “turn out,” and being sure
of meeting with their general ap-
proval, we hoped to receive, with
typical spontaneity, their active co-
operation. This, as previously sta-
ted, has come from a limited num-
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ber. As we cannot believe that the
superhuman struggle of our Span-
ish comrades has just met with
temporary enthusiasm on the part
of the majority of our English com-
rades, may we suggest to them the
ways by which they can help to
counteract the filthy campaign
which is being waged in all sections
of the Press, whether Right or
Left, against the comrades of the
CNT-FAL

We suggest firstly that all com-
rades should pay a subscription
(2/6 or 4/6) to “Spain and the
World,” and where possible a dou-
ble subscription, so that they may
post to a friend a copy of each issue
regularly. Other comrades may be
able to sell or distribute several
copies amongst fellow workers.
They should ask us to put them on
our mailing list stating the number
of copies of each issue they require.
At the same time these comrades
could try and collect subscriptions
for the newspaper. Upon request,
we shall send them “Subscription
Forms” and “Solidarity Fund
Lists.”

One might also imitate the good
work of a comrade in San Fran-
cisco, who delivers copies to two
news-stands and collects the money
for the sales. These newsagents
now sell 40 copies of each issue be-
tween them.

We are confident that our words
are not in vain and are materially
showing this confidence by printing
a 4-page Supplement fo this issue.
This entails a further expense and
an increase in our deficit. All will
agree with us, we are sure, that
such an important document as
the one appearing in the Supple-
ment should be printed without de-
lay. We have printed several thou-
and copies of the Supplement, and
to induce those comrades who com-
plain that 2d. is too much for a
newspaper, we have put the selling
price at 1d. a copy. We ask them
to justify the confidence in their
active support and co-operation in
the wide circulation both of “Spain
and the World” and the Suplement.

The sooner that personal irrita-
tions and personal vanity are put
to one side, the sooner those of the
comrades who look on “Spain and
the World” as the property of an
individual, change their ideas and
consider it THEIR paper as much
as the paper of the comrades in
Australia, America and all coun-
tries where there are men and wo-
men who share our ideas, the soon-
er it will be possible in this country
to do really active work and begin
the building up of a serious “move-
ment."”

THE EDITORS.

- LITERATURE :

Pamphlets on Anarchism

KROPOTKIN—Anarchist Communism,
3d.
. Wage System, 1.
) Place of Anarchism in
Socialistic Evolution,

2d.
» Revolutionary  Govern-
ment, 2d.
MALATESTA—Anarchy, 3d.
» Talk Between Two
Workers, 3d.

OweN, WM, C.—Anarchism v.
Socialism, 3d.
BARRETT—Objections to Anarchism,
2d.
» The Anarchist Revolution,
1d.

GoLpDMAN, E.—Anarchism, 2d.

WAKEMAN—AnRarchism and Demo-
cracy, 1d.

HaAvEL, H—What’s Anarchism? 3d.
ROCKER, R.—The Truth About Spain,
3d.
Postage 1d. each pamphlet.
FREEDOM PRESS,
WHITEWAY COLONY,

STROUD, GLOS.

SUPPLEMENT

Have you bought a copy of the
“Spain and the World” 4-page Sup-
plement ?

It contains one article entitled
“Anarchists Maligned Once More”
and deals with the Barcelona “Ris-
ing” and the events leading up to
it. It is an historical document.
No one should miss reading it.

Price 1d. or 1id. post free from
“Spain and the World.”

IMPORTANT NOTICE

We draw our readers’ at-
tention to the fact that our
offices are no longer at 207
Goswell Rd., E.C., and that
no further correspondence
should be addressed to us
at that address.

Until we find new offices
in London, all communica-
tions should be addressed
to:—

“SPAIN and the WORLD”

| Whiteway Colony,
' STROUD.,
GLOUCESTER.

You Have A Responsibility
Towards 20 Small Orphans !

AFE‘W weeks ago, on your behalf, we sent a cheque to the Comité
pour I'Espagne Libre, as our contribution towards the maintenance
of our 20 Spanish Orphans. In the “Libertaire” of the 22nd May, we

read the following:

“We all appreciate the fine gesture of our comrades in London,
who not content with fighting the good fight for our brothers in
Spain, these many months in their brave paper “Spain and the World,”
have undertaken the charge of 20 of our little orphans of Llensa—for
whose support they have sent us a first donation of 5.000 francs!”

But the credit for this effort must go to a small number of com-
rades and friends who have been sending us regular contributions.
Our appeal to all comrades seems to have been practically ignored.
We have received few promises of sixpenny and shilling contributions.

It seems hardly necessary to remind comrades of the situation
in Catalonia. Refugees arrive every day and must be cared for. We
have undertaken to be responsible for the welfare of 20 of these refu-
gees—all orphans—in the last three weeks we have not received suffi-

cient to keep these children for one week.

It is an insult to the

memory of our Comrades who have died for their ideal that we who
are living in relative comfort cannot make even a small sacrifice, just
6d. or 1/- each week, and take upon ourselves the responsibility of
looking after the children whom they have left behind.

We have been unable to hide our disappointment at the poor
response during these last few weeks. It is our hope that the com-
rades will see to it that these 20 children who looked to us for a
home, food, and real fraternal care, should not find themselves once
more destitute because the readers of “Spain and the World” could
not shoulder such a small responsibility.

We will add no further comment.

It is for the comrades and

friends of “Spain and the World” to act now without delay.

Send your contributions now to “ SPAIN and the WORLD,”
W hiteway Colony, Stroud, Gloucester.
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(List No. 48) A. M. McKenzie 5/-;
London, W.1: (List No. 77) D.A. 10/-;
Bristol: J. Richfleld 1/-; U.S.A. Mass,
Lynn: Costantini on behalf of “Work-
ers Education Centre” £1.

Total: £38/16/1

ORPHANS FUND. 4th List.
(Up to June Tth)

No. A.

52. London: Anon 2/-.

53. London, N.5: G. A. Leach 1/-.

54. London: W. 5/6.

55, London, S.W.5: Sidonie Goossens
£1/5/0.

66. Stroud: L. G. Wolfe 10/-.

5%. Stroud: T HEK. 10/-.

58. London, W.1: I'Animale 6/-.

59. ll,lf]mdon. N.W.1: Mrs. E. G. Foster

60. Bristol: J. Richfleld 1/-.

46. US.A,, Renton, Pa.: Collected by
T. Pradetto amongst comrades £4,

61. London, W.1: C.R. 10/-.

2. London, W.1: I'Animale 2/-.

63. Belfast: H. Compton 2/8,

64, (égunda. Toronto: Mrs. D. Meelis

65. ll,ct;;\don: A.D.B. (Collecting Box)

41. Bristol: J. Richfield 1/6.

66. London, W.1: V.R, 5/-.

Total: £67/11/0

List of Collections & Subscriptions
made to CNT-FAI London Bureau:
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Jan.: Conway Hall Meeting 57 0 0
Jewish Students Meeting ... 7 0 0
Feb.: Plymouth Meeting ... 4 2 9
Glasgow Meeting ana mrt RS AE
Paisley Meeting ot wde DA
Friends House ™ 0 0

less I.L.P. share 15 16 4

—— 63 4 0O

Bristol Meeting ... ... ...100 0 0
March: Neath Meeting 4 00
Southend Meeting SRR . c )
Glasgow second meeting

(Capt. White) ST WEE L T
Mile End Baths Meeting ... 10 0 0
April: Bristol 2nd meeting 12 4 0
Plymouth second meeting 110 0
Norwich Meeting i b BRI
Victoria Palace Concert ... 201 3 ©
Contributions:

Palestine comrades

N.A.O.P. Plymouth e
per T. Edmunds Y 10 0
Three anonymous donations

OB ER | inne o e o sa e R
Two anonymous donations 20 0 0
A Tdpmay 7 0 ST e 5 0
Mrs. Jaeger 2 6

Total £564 2 6
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your earliest convenience.
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ANARCHISTS MALIGNED ONCE MORE

THE TRAGIC WEEK IN MAY.
ROM May 3rd to May 8th, Barcelona lived
in a state of civil war. But this time the
fight was not against an open fascist enemy ,
it was a struggle between the different ten-
dencies composing the anti-fascist front. It
was a struggle between those who represent
the anti-fascist front in the outside world.
The entire affair had a tragic significance.
While in Aragon, Viscaya and other parts of
Spain; the struggle is being waged against
the fascist generals, in Barcelona it was a
fight amongst brothers.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to expose
the origins of the entire affair and to present
a picture of the events. We shall be
absolutely honest, neither omitting nor color-
ing the facts. The facts will speak for them-
selves.

INTRODUCTION,

On July 19th, 1936, the Spanish generals
ros¢ against the people. The workers of Bar-
celona, under the leadership of the Anarchists,
succeeded in smashing the fascist rising with-
in two and a half days. The Anarchists did
not want to conquer power for themselves,

nor did the unions seek to establish a dictator-
~ship. As in all other parts of Spain, an anti-
fascist united front was formed. It ranged
all the way from the various republican ten-
dencies of the bourgeoisie to the most
extreme tendencies of the proletariat:—the
Anarchists. Naturally there was not com-
plete harmony among the various tendencies
eomposing the anti-fascist block, either with
respect to aims or choice of means. Some
wanted merely to smash the power of the
generals and the clergy, but, otherwise, main-
fain a bourgeois capitalist society; others
sought a fundamental change in all phases of
social life. High finance was on the side of
the fascist generals. With the defeat of the
generals, they lost their positions of power.
The workers organizations assumed the
functions of organizing public life. The
economic transformations took the form of
socialization. All big enterprises were either
collectivised or socialised. The former owners
of these big enterprises can offer no more
resistance. However, the petty bourgeoisie,
even though it did not have the strength to
resist the new developments during the first
months of proletarian victory, did not accept
completely the new order.

In the course of this development, divergent

trends began to appear. The masses of the
workers were for the most part organized

in the anarcho-syndicalist organization, the

CNT.; the petty bourgeoisie, during the
months that followed the 19th of July, affili-
ated itself with the U.G.T. Not only workers,
but traders, owners of small shops, market

salesmen, etc., joined the U.G.T. The develop-.

ments in Spain took a course totally different
that of other countries. Forms of
Organization arose, especially in Catalonia,
Which had been seen nowhere else. In all
- other Buropean countries, especially in the
ocratic ones, the political parties form the
~ Currents of public life, but in Catalonia the
' unions have this function. This is QUe
to the syndicalist character of the Spanm?l
labor movement. In the spirit of these tradi-
| the petty bourgeoisie also org
' Ives into trade unions.
- _There is a fundamental difference in the
| Workers' organization, the C.N.T., and that
- o the petty bourgeoisie, the U.G.T.— in
- Whose ranks workers have also been org
~both as to politics and as to their final goal.
_'ﬂu G.T. accepted collectivization only
Ander compulsion; they wanted nationaliza-
tion, that is, the power of control to lie in the
- 4nds of the state and the political parties
"®Presented in it rather in the hands of the
S : Friction arose, lead-

in the factories and in the manage- UQT;fm Catalan Nation, andasp:.rtlsmof tions '!‘}u workers’ Patrols of Control, com- 1gai
‘enterprises, complete : m sresidency, was also allowed to partici- posed of those fighting elements who had rate
mony reigned. Only in political %. - smashed fascism in Catalonia on July 19th,  defeat
mq‘mm"* . : e - LY 4 : - > » .r e T ] -
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When the C.N.T. entered the government on
September 28th, 1936, after the dissolution
of the Anti-fascist Militia Committee which had
been functioning for two and a half months,
it took over, officially, the Department of Food
Supplies. A central department for food sup-
plies was created under the direction of the
syndicalist, Domenech. He established an in-
ternal trade monopoly for the control of
prices. The provisioning of food for the cities
was to be taken over entirely by the unions
of the transport workers and of the various
branches of the food industry, who were to
substitute—in accordance with a special plan
—for the big enterprises and the small traders
who had controlled the food industry until
then. The small traders became—as members
of their unions—equal to the workers of town
and country. Or, rather, they were supposed
to become such. Continuous conflicts arose
between the members of the C.N.T. and those
of the U.G.T., over ways and means of con-
ducting the work. The conflicts created a
searcity of certain food articles. Things be-
came more expensive; sharp political dis-
cussions arose as to their cause, and as to
the value of the methods.

Three months later, December 16th, 1936,
a new Catalan-government had to be crgan-
ized. This crisis. was of a purely political
character.,  The POUM, Workers' Party of
Marxist Union, was being viciously attacked
by the leaders of the U.G.T., official com-
munists for the most part. They declared
the POUM, because of its Trotzkyist tendency,
a counter-revolutionary party. Soviet Russia
herself, through her official representatives,
took part in this campaign. The ecrisis was
created in the Generality in order to remove
the POUM, whose leader, Andres Nin, was
Minister of Justice, from the government. The
C.N.T. was opposed to this political manoeuvre
but, being in the minority in the coalition

. government, the POUM was expelled from the

government.

The dictatorial aims of the Communists
manifested themselves clearly in the new
order. The Communists had always been an
unimportant minority in Catalonia, as well as
in the rest of Spain. By a series of clever
manoeuvres their influence increased in Cata-
lonia. They united with the Socialist Party
and formed the United Socialist Party of
Catalonia (PSUC), which joined the 3rd In-
ternational. Although they called themselves
socialists, they had the support of the com-
munist organizations, and succeeded in win-
ning the new party over to their line. To the
Communists of the PSUC the POUM signified
a rival party that had to be eliminated from
the scene. The Soviet Union strongly sup-
ported these manoeuvres. Some shipments of
food arrived from the U.S.S.R. They also
sent some armaments. The propaganda
machine started using this support for their
political purposes. The POUM began to lose
influence.

The influence of the PSUC grew in propor-
tion as that of the POUM declined. The
differences between the two parties were exten-
ded into the U.G.T. The members of the
POUM belonged to the UGT and even held a
number of important positions there. The
PSUC wanted to expel them from their posts.
A bitter conflict began between the two Mar-
xist brothers for control of the trade unions,
a conflict such as is known only too well in
many other countries. The political atmos-
phere among the anti-fascists in Catalonia be-
came ever more unbearable.

The CNT acted loyally toward the anti-
fascist cause when the new government was
formed. It wanted to stop the fighting among
the political parties. It made the proposal,
and succeeded in having it accepted, that the
Trade Unions, and not the political parties,
should be represented in the new government.
TheletradeunionsweretheCNqudthe
r. The Catalan Left, as a special expres-

To get the Ministry of Defense, until then
in the hands of the Catalan Left, the CNT
gave up the Department of Food Supplies to
the UGT. Immediately after taking over the
Department, Comorera, the new Minister,
erased, with one stroke of his pen, the entire
work of his predecessor: the inner trade
monopoly, the fixed prices for articles of food,
was wiped out. Comorera’s aim was to break
the power of the unions. He therefore wanted
to turn over the function of supplying food
ta private companies. Thus small proprietors,
petty traders, and tenants were able to make
greater profits through higher prices. The
scarcity of bread became chronic. Things be-
came more expensive and the masses more dis-
contented. Economically, as well as politi-
cally, the fuel had been assembled, and demo-
gogy helped set it ablaze.

On October 22nd, 1936, a pact was ratified,
by the CNT —FAI on one side, and the UGT—
PSUC on the other. They agreed to a pro-
gram of minimum demands. Both organiza-
tions, especially the CNT, made concessions in
the struggle against the rebel generals. The
workers rejoiced over this pact, and a great
mass meeting in the vast bullring of Barce-
lona, where all of the city's workers were
assembled, sealed it by acelamation.

But there were those who still put their
partisan interests above the interests of the
proletariat as a whole. A canipaign was be-
gun against the CNT and the FAI of the same
character as that employed against the
POUM. The Anarchists and Syndicalists were
held responsible for everything that did not
function too smoothly. Even though the
CNT—FAI gave up the idea of collectivization
in those sections where the small tenants
were in a majority, and absolutely rejected the
proposal for compulsory collectivization, they
continued to campaign against the CNT—FAI
among the small tenants and peasants. They
appealed to the property instinct, made the
idea of collectivization appear hostile to the
lovers of property, and went so far as to de-
nounce the advocates of collectivization as
enemies of the people.

Such a malicious campaign had its effect.
In January, 1937, an insurrection, arranged
by the politicians, broke out against the CNT
—FAI in the town of Fatarella. The insur-
rection, as such, was unimportant; but it was
symptomatie.  Six months had passed since
the victory over the fascists, six months of
revolutionary development which led, and had
to lead, toward socialization.  But certain
parties wanted to reverse the trend of this
development. They wanted a national war,
not a Social Revolution. The slogan, “ the
war and the revolution,” for which the CNT—
FAT stands, was opposed by the slogan of all
the other political parties: * First, we must
win the war. Everything else, a new political
order, establishment of social justice, ete.,
must be left untouched till the end of the
war."”

The conflicts became more intense. They
wanted to manoeuvre the CNT—FAI out of
their political positions. Blood flowed in
Fatarella..  Although both organizations
issued a joint declaration regarding the events
and their origin, the PSUC press continued
its campaign of slander against responsible
members of the CNT—FAI, ministers in the
Generality, in connection with the outbreak.
Certain elements of the Catalan Left and the
Catalan Nationalists (Estat Catalan) also
joined in this insidious campaign.

Grave discontent
workers. The revolutionary workers of Cata-
lonia felt humiliated by the gradual curtail-
ment of their revolutionary conquests after
the 19th of July, The representatives of the
CNT-—FALI vigorously opposed the application

" of police measures to meet the discontent of

the masses. The bourgeois elements, there-
fore, tried to remove the advocates of the syn-
dicalists and the anarchists from their posi-

. days.

reigned among the

have been functioning as anti-fascist guards,

and were legalized as such. The majority of

the members of these Patrols are members

of the CNT, and when the UGT demanded

equal representation with the CNT, to which

they were obviously not entitled since they |
were not equal in membership in the region,

bitter conflict sprang up again. The UGT
members left the Patrols and devoted their :
attention to winning over the police to their |
side. Instead of building bridges of unity, |
they were broadening the gulfs that kept the
proletariat separated.

The communists and the elements of the
Catalan Left, the Esquerra, started an in-
tense propaganda among the existing police
bodies: Assault Guards, Civil Guards, and
Catalan City Guards, a propaganda directed
against the syndicalists and the anarchists,
The latter had been demanding, from the very
beginning, that the old police units be dis-
solved and replaced by a single body for
Public Security. The other parties and organ-
izations opposed it. Friction arose between
the police and the workers’' Patrols. In some
places fighting broke out; there were wounded,
and even dead. The following is an example
of the prfeparations being made by certain eles
ments for a fratricidal war against the anar®

On Friday, March 5th, 1937, a few in-
dividuals presented an order, signed by
Vallejo, director of the arms factories, to the
arsenal in Barcelona, to give them ten
armoured cars. The director of the arsenal
found the document in order and delivered the
cars. At the last moment doubts arose as to
the authenticity of the order, and the direc-
tor telephoned to Vallejo for verification. The
document proved to be forged, but, in the
meantime, the armoured cars had been driven
away. They were followed and observed to go
into the Voroschilov Barracks, belonging to
the PSUC, that is, the communists.

Premier Tarradelles intervened. At first
the barracks’ officers denied all knowledge of
the deed. Only when threatened with a forced
investigation of the barracks did they admit
that the armoured cars were there,

The purpose for thus stealing and hiding the
armoured cars became more than clear to the
people of Barcelona during the tragic May

Premier Tarradelles issued a decree pro-
hibiting the members of the various police
bodies from joining any political parties or
unions, which aroused great indignation
among the workers. Special plenums of the
CNT were held and the representatives of the
CNT in the government were instructed to de-
mand the annulment of the decree. At the
same time the workers’' organizations of the
CNT demanded the reform of the Department
of Food Supplies and, therefore, the resigna-
tion of Comorera. A new crisis of the
Generality was preeipitated on March 2T7th.

The solution of this crisis proved to be very
difficult. The demands of the PSUC, hiding
behind the UGT, became ever more arrogant.
When, after a week of negotiations, a new
program for the government of the Generality
had been agreed upon, the UGT broke it at the
very last moment. Unity, so painfully
achieved, was again spoiled. @ Companys,
president of the Catalan Generality, created a e
provisional government, with a peaceful coup " :
d’etat. The syndicalists and anarchists wot 0

| |u:-.1

proved their good will and patience;
could face public opinion; justice "
pathy were definitely with them. Yet,
break the anti-fascist front, - SW
this bitter pill too. On April



gradually into hate. Political passions domin-
On May 3rd, Rodriguez Salas launched a
new attack against the CNT. Following a pre-
conceived plan and carrying out the orders of
‘the Minister of the Interior, issued behind the
~ backs of the other Councillors, he broke into
the Telephone Building with a force of 200
police. This was the last straw. The
avalanche finally broke loose. The patience of
the workers at last was at an end. They took
action against this provocation.

THE EVENTS OF MAY 3rd.

The Telephone Building of Barcelona is
located in the centre of the ecity, on Plaza
Catalonia. Like all public enterprises, not
only in Catalonia but throughout all Spain,
the telephone building had been taken over
by the workers’ organizations and controlled
by them according to the Decree of Collectivi-
zation of October 24th, 1936, a delegate of the
Catalan Generality was at the head of the
control committee of the workers. This
arrangement was in accord with the laws of
the country. It is likely that the UGT was not
satisfied with this state of affairs because it
had fewer members in the control committee
than the CNT. But they also had fewer
members among the workers and employees
of the telephone building. Rodriguez Salas,
not wishing to wait until his partisans might
win a majority of the workers and employees
over to this organization, decided to gain
absolute control of the Telephone Exchange
by force.

About three o'clock in the afternoon of May
3rd, three motor lorries of police drove up to
the telephone building under his personal
command. They entered the building, want-
ing to occupy it. The manner of their
‘approach was, of necessity, regarded as an in-
sulting provocation of the workers. They
were asked to put up their hands and turn
over their weapons. (Since last July, all res-
ponsible leaders of organizations, political
parties, public institufions, ete., carry small
arms. In addition, all public buildings have
arms as a protection against fascism, some
only rifles, and others, more important, also
have machine guns.)

The workers defended themselves. A
machine gun covered the police from an upper
storey. They could not go beyond the first
floor. While all this was taking place inside
the building, word of the assault spread in the
square, and soon after, throughout the city. .
1t was as though a match had been set to gun-
powder. The workers of Barcelona, belonging
to the CNT in an overwhelming majority,
feared that this might be only the beginning
of still further actions against their rights.
People came from all parts of the city to see
what had happened; the police tried to keep
them back; the collision had taken place.

Workers and police ran about excitedly in
every section of the city. The union head-
gquarters were full of people. Everybody
wanted arms. Everybody wanted to be ready
to defend other buildings from similar assaults.
Perhaps, at some other time, this assault upon
the telephone building might not have had
such consequences. But the accumulation of
political conflicts during the past few months
had made the atmosphere tense. It was im-
possible to stem the indignation of the masses.

A few hours later, the entire city of Bar-
celona was in arms. The workers occupied
a number of houses near Plaza Catalonia, but

e the 'ot::-m..mad:euh-
N sts (Etat Catala), and the mili-

| gﬁ of the PSUC. Armed troops were also

ted in the outer districts of Bar-

e- celona. It became clear to all that they were

trying to make a putshe against the CNT and
the FAL

From the dungeons of dictatorship until to-

- day, the CNT and the FAI have always had

their defence committees. These committees
began to function at once, their members tak-
ing up arms. ‘ :

To prevent this incident from leading to
even greater collisions, the president of the
police, Comrade Eroles, the general secretary
of the Patrols, Comrade Asens, and Comrade
Diaz, were sent as representatives of the de-
fense committees to the Telephone Building
to persuade the intruders to withdraw. The
workers refused to work under the threat of
the police and it was obvious that calm would
not be restored until the police were removed.
The effort of our three comrades came to noth-
ing.

In the face of the increasing tension among
the people of Barcelona, the Regional Com-
mittee could keep silent no longer. Its secre-
tary, Comrade Valerio Mas, together with
some other comrades, went to Premier
Tarradelles and to the Minister of the Interior,
Aiguade, and asked them to remove the troops
in order to pacify the population. Tarradelles
as well as Auguade assured them that they
knew nothing about the incident of the Tele-
phone Building. But it was to be proven later
that Auguade had himself given the order for
the occupation of the Telephone Building.

The Regional Committee of the CNT
announced by radio that they would do every-
thing possible to compel the police to with-
draw from the building. The workers were
asked to maintain their calm and dignity. In
the course of the negotiations, the government
promised to order the retreat of the police.
The armed workers also retreated. For the
time being everything seemed to be normal
again. But soon the news began to spread
that Salas' police were disarming the workers,
and once again the masses became anxious.

The workers were on guard. They did not
trust the apparent peace and remained in
watchful positions. In the meantime blood
had already been shed. The shooting had be-
gun and two people were wounded.

Among the people the nervous tension cons
tinued. The workers demanded guarantees.
They did not want any repititions of such in-
cidents. They demanded, through their organ-
ization, the dismissal of the Secretary of
Public Security, Salas, and of the Minister of
the Interior, Auguade. If these demands were
not fulfilled, they would declare a general
strike. Their resignations were not announced.

On the following day, general strike broke
out. Had the other parties agreed to the dis-
missal of these two men, calm would have
been restored and the terrible tragedy avoided.
Negotiations were carried on till 6 o'clock in
the morning—fruitlessly. Toward morning the
workers began building barricades in the outer
districts of the city. There was no fighting
during this first night, but the general ten-
sion increased. In some parts of the city
shots were being fired. In the district of
Sarria some hundred workers armed them-
selves, built a barricade, and disarmed the
civil guards, who consented to such a course.
There was no bloodshed there. The workers
were masters of the situation.

In the district of Sans, where Durruti lived
for many years, the workers, especially the
Libertarian Youth, assembled in their cultural
centers (Ateneos) and built barricades . . .
No fighting . . . In the district of Hostafranchs
the workers built barricades during the night
of May 3rd—4th. The civil guards were dis-
armed without resistance by the workers. The
big bullring, situated in this district, was also
occupied by militiamen on permission from
Barcelona. In the Lerida streets, 300 civil
guards left their arms to the workers.

No fighting took place in the outer districts
of the city, partly because the police were on
the side of the workers, and partly because the
workers were in such absolute majority that
resistance seemed futile.

TUESDAY, MAY 4th.

During the early hours of the morning the
shooting started in the centre of the ecity. The
Palace of Justice was occupied by the police.
Fighting centres sprang up everywhere. A
few headquarters of the CNT were seized by
the police. By eleven o'clock in the morning
the delegates of the CNT unions were holding
a special meeting, where they agreed to do
everything possible to re-establish calm. A
special committee was elected to negotiate
with the government for a solution to the con-
flict. The CNT issued an appeal to the police,
declaring :

“ It is necessary to come to a quick solution
of this conflict. The incidents now taking
place in the street are the result of a long
and painful development to sacrifice the or-
ganization of the CNT and its leaders after
using their blood and their strength to defeat
the treacherous fascists. Don't let them be-

of the people by those, who, without calling
themselves fascists, nevertheless want to
establish a regime of absolutism, in complete
violation of the feelings and the traditions of
our people.”

One hour later the Regional Committees of
the CNT and the FAI spoke to the people of
‘Barcelona:

“The CNT and the FAI addresses you now
to tell you that they do not want to shed the
blood of fellow workers in the streets of Bar-
celona. But we cannot endure the provoca-
tions of those, who, misusing their public
offices, want to destroy the rights of the
workers of the CNT and the UGT, as was the
case yesterday when they tried to occupy the
Telephone Building by force of arms.”

Soon after a new manifesto of the CNT was
broadcast to the workers of Barcelona:

‘“Men and women of the people! Workers!
We speak frankly to the public, which, as al-
ways in the past, is proof of our honesty.
We are not responsible for what is now taking
place. We are not attacking. We are only
defending ourselves. We did not start this;
we did not provoke it. We are merely answer-
ing the abuse, the calumny, and the force that
has been directed against the CNT and the
FAI, the most implacable antifascists of all.

“We have never concealed our aims; we
have given ample proof of our value. Why

do they want to eliminate us? Does it not

seem suspicious to you that they are attack-
ing the CNT and the FAI, while at Madrid,
at Andalusia, at Viscaya, and at Aragon our
forces have given, and are still giving at the
present time, proof of the utmost courage and
strength? Workers of the CNT and the UGT!
Remember the road we have travelled to-
gether. How many have fallen, covered with
blood, in the open streets and on the barri-
cades! Put down your weapons! Embrace as
brothers! We shall be victorious if we are
united. If we fight amongst ourselves, we
must go down to defeat. Consider! We ex-
tend our hand without weapons. You do the
same and everything will be forgotten.

“Unity among ourselves! Death to fas-
cism!"

One hour later, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon,
the CNT and the FAI broadcast a message
to the people of Barcelona again:

“The CNT and the FAI, who helped decis-
ively in the defeat of fascism in Barcelona and
Catalonia alongside the other antifascist
organizations, appeals to you to-day, to all of
you, to put down vour arms. Think of our
great goal, common to all the workers, in the
rear and at the front.

“The government of the Generality must be
cleaned out. These demoralizing acts will have
to cease regardless of who is performing them,
including the ministers.

“Workers of the CNT! Workers of the
UGT! Don't be deceived by these manoeuvres.
Above all else, Unity!- Put down your arms.
Only one slogan: We must work to beat
fascism! Down with fascism!"”

Despite all these appeals and demonstra-
tions of good-will to the police and the popula-
tion of Barcelona, the hostilities, once started,
were not to be held back, Indignation and
bitterness increased on all sides. Four minis-
ters of the CNT, who were in their respective
offices when the hostilities broke out, could
not reach the seat of the Generality—and no
longer wanted to. The ministers of the other
parties, especially the Premier, Tarradellas,
and President Companys, declared that they
could not carry on negotiations so long as the
streets were not cleared of the armed forces.
Yet it was obvious to all that the continued
presence of the armed forces in the streets
was not due to the anarchists and syndicalists,
but to the undisciplined police under the com-
mand of provocateur agents of the PSUC and
the Etat Catala. The responsible organs of
the CNT and the FAI had given ample proof
of their desire to end the conflict by their
manifestos to the people. The prolongation
of the negotiations were, of necessity, fatal.
The bitterness and the hatred grew by the
hour. An explosion, a violent outbreak of
bloody fratricidal war might break out at any
moment. The Catalan city police, and the
members of the PSUC working with them,
opened the hostilities in the centre of the city.

At about 5 o'clock in the afternoon, an ex-
ceptionally cruel and bloody incident occurred
on Via Durruti, not far from Casa CNT-FAL,
headquarters of the Regional Committees of
these two organizations. Two cars were coms-
ing up the street from the direction of the
docks to get to the Regional Committee, Some
300 metres away from the Casa, a barricade
of Catalan city guards and members of the

ly. But in a confe
allow even this pr

only did not intend to stop the hostiliies, but

quarters of the Regional Committee itself, the
T

Defence Committee decided to order two

moured cars from the arms factories for the
defence of the Casa and its inmates. They
arrived during the evening, and for the dura.
tion of hostilities, were held ready for defence.

In the meantime, a sort of united front had
been established between the Catalan Left
(Esquerra), the Catalan Nationalists (Etat

Catala), and the PSUC and UGT. They all
defended the Minister of the Interior, Aiguade,

and the Chief of Police, Rodriguez Salas, the
two most directly responsible for the out-
break. This united front among the Ministers
was carried into the street. Police, National
Guards, Catalan city police, and members of
the PSUC (affiliated to the 3rd International)
and the UGT manned the barricades together
against the workers of the CNT and the FAI,
with whom the Party of Marxist Unity were
also allied. This united front of all the left
bourgeois parties with the communists against
the syndicalist CNT and the anarchist FAI
was ample proof that they were trying to
create a situation in which they could remove

" the syndicalists and the anarchists from the

government and discredit them among the
workers. Although all the leaders of these
parties may not have participated in the pre-
paration of the conflict, it was, nevertheless
undeniable that all of them did want to take
advantage of it to remove, or at least weaken,
the influence of that part of the Catalan pro-
letariat that considers the struggle against
fascism a simultaneous struggle against capi-
talism and for socialism. What had been .

carried some months ago against the smaller

party of the POUM with comparatively little
effort, was to be continued now against the
mass organisations of the Catalan proletariat
by the use of force. That the police under
Rodriguez Salas had rebelled against the gov-
ernment was never stated in the official reports
of the government. The population had to be
told that the workers of the CNT and the FAI
had initiated the conflict.

Not only the Regional Committee of the
CNT and FAI, and the assemblies of their
delegates, not only the representatives of the
various districts of the city, who were at the
head of their barricades, favored a peaceful
solution of the conflict, the National Commit-
tee of CNT and its representatives in the Val-
encia also demaded it. Shortly after 5 o'clock
in the afternoon a delegation arrived from
Valencia, composed of the secretary of the
National Committee of the CNT, Mariano
Vasquez, and the Minister of Justice, Gareia
Oliver, a well known Anarchist. Members of
the Executive Committee of the UGT also
came from Valencia. Federica Montseny,
Minister of Public Health, also came to Bar-
celona. At a joint conference, it was decided,
in accordance with a proposal from the CNT,
to issue an appeal to the people to stop the
hostilities and lay down their arms. This
plan was discussed for two hours, the PSUC
delegates displaying the greatest opposition.
Sancajo, representing the Executive Com-
mittee of the UGT, Mariano Vasquez, as sec-
retary of the CNT, Garcia Oliver, the Anarch-
ist Minister, and President Companys, all
spoke over the radio calling upon the people
of Barcelona to stop the fighting.

Tl_'ne secretary of the National Committee,
Mariano Vasquez, speaking thus through the
Station of the Generality, said:

“We must stop what is now happening im-
mediately. We must stop immediately so that
our comrades at the front may see that we
fully understand the present situation, so that
they can face the enemy secure in the know-
ledge that they do not have to watch the
rear because we cannot reach an agree-
ment. Let us keep the present situation in
mind! We must not suffer for another mo-
ment that feeling of collapse in the rear,
which can only give comfort to fascism. Stop

the shooting, Comrades! But let no one try to

conquer new positions when the firing has
stopped.

: “We shall continue our discussions here un-
til we have found a solution, The demands of
self-preservation drive us to the unity of all
the antifascist organizations of Catalonia. We
are all assembled here, especially the Execu-
tive Committee of the UGT and -Lhe National
Committee of the CNT who have come here
from Valencia, to end this terrible conflict in
Ba!-c_elunu. We have come together to

a lJomt agreement because this fighting can
only ve rpose ]
[as‘::ig;:qe!l'} 2 the purposes of our enemy?f'
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The negotiations in the Palace of the Gen-
erality continued during the entire night. Al-
though the members of the sydicalist trade
unions and of the Anarchist Federation of
Iberia obeyed the appeal to stop hostilities,
the rebel police, and even worse, the members
of the other hostile parties, mntmued their
criminal activities. During that very night
the CNT Union of Hide and Leather workers
were attacked in their headquarters. During
the entire night intense rifle fire could be heard
in the center of the city.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5th.

The night-long negotiations resulted in the
resignation of the entire government. A pro-
visional government was formed of one rep-
resentative from each party that was repre-
sented in the former government. But calm
was not restored. Upon the return of the
representatives of the CNT-FAI from the
Generality, the various committees of the
CNT-FAI held a meeting. The two responsible
officials, whose dismissal the workers demand-
ed, resigned with the rest of the Council of
the Generality, and steps were taken to as-
sure their continued absence from such res-
ponsible posts. When reports came in from
Coll Blanch that further collisions were feared,
‘the Committee of the CNT and the FAI took
steps to call upon the workers to desist from
their efforts to occupy the barracks. Again
the workers did everything possible to avoid
conflict.

At 9.30 in the morning the assault guards
offered a new provocation. They attacked the
~ headquarters of the Medical Union at Santa
Ana Square in the center of the city. At the
same time they attacked, with greater fury,
‘the headquarters of the Local Federation of
the Libertarian Youth. The youth defended
themselves heroically. Six young Anarchists
were killed in the defense of their House. Both
places telephoned the Regional Committee for
help. The shooting of rifles, explosions of
hand-grenades, the rat-tat-tat of machine
guns could be clearly heard throughout the
center of the city. The streets in the fighting
zone empty, no one daring to walk in them.

~+  When, in the afternoon, the hostilities still
.continued, the Defense Committee decided to
call for three more armored cars to defend
the threatened Union Headquarters, which
.came within a few hours to the Casa CNT-

FAI. They were put into action only to aid

and support endangered unions and comrades.
Soon after their arrival the tanks had a chance
to go into action. Opposite the Regional Com-
‘mittee, three unarmed workers were being
shot at in the street. The shooting came from
the barricades of the PSUC mentioned before.
The unarmed workers were seeking refuge in
a doorway. They seemed lost. One of the
armored cars went to the rescue of the en-
dangered comrades upon the initiative of a
woman comrade.

Wild rumours were spreading through the
city. Uncontrolled elements—they said—want
to continue the Revolution. This was the third
day of struggle and there seemed to be mno
hope for the re-establishment of peace. The
Generality radio station spoke of the uncon-
trolled elements of the CNT and the FAI The
Regional Committee asked the Generality over
the telephone who was controlling the police.
For, although we were assured again and
again that the police would not shoot any
more, machine gun and rifle fire could be
hear constantly from those sections of the
city where the police had their strongholds.
At five in the afternoon the Regional Com-
mittee of the CNT proposed the following:

Hostilities to cease.
Every party to keep its positions.

" The police and the civilians fighting on their
side to be specifically asked to stop fight-
ing.

The responsible committees to be informed
at once if the pact is broken aywhere.

Solitary shots not to be answered.

The defenders of the Union Quarters to re-
main passive and await further informa-

aims. All these elements were by now un-
controllable by the government. They had
become a horde of counter-revolutionists set
loose against the proletariat, and, specifically,
against its organizations ,the CNT and the FAL
In the face of the growing danger for the
workers, for their union headquarters, their
cultural centers and, above all, for the lives of
all the militants, it was decided to organize
a stronger defense. A regional defense com-
mittee was created. Their deliberations in
the Regional Committee were punctuated by
the continuous machine gun fire. Thus, the
defense of the Casa CNT-FAI was organized.
Reports came in from all parts of Barcelona
and from the provinces of Catalonia that the
overwhelming majority of the population were
with the CNT, and that most fowns and vil-
lages were in the hands of our organizations.
It would have been easy to attack the center
of the city had the responsible committees so
decided. They only had to appeal to the de-
fence committees of the outlying disricts. But
the Regional Committee of the CNT was op-
posed to it. Every proposal of attack was
unanimously rejected, including by the FAIL

A newly founded group, called “Friends of
Durruti,” functioning on the fringes of the
CNT-FAI, published a proclamation declaring
that “A Revolutionary Junta has been consti-
tuted in Barcelona. All those responsible for
the putsch, manoeuvring under the protection
of the government, shall be executed. The
POUM shall be a member of the Revolutionary
Junta because they stood by the workers.”

The Regional Committee decided not to con-
cur with this proclamation. The Libertarian
Youth likewise rejected it. On the next day,
Thursday, May 6th, their official statement
was printed in the entire press of Barcelona.

THE MURDER OF BERNERI AND
BARBIERI

There was not so much fighting during the
following night. But an incident occurred in
the evening that demonstrated clearly the in-
tentions of the provocateurs. A short way
down the street, Via Durruti, opposite the
Regional Committee, at 2, Plaza del Angel,
lived the well-known anarchist theoretician,
Professor Camillo Berneri. A number of
other Italian exiles, who had come to Spain
to form an antifascist column, also lived there.
Berneri was a sort of political delegate among
his countrymen. He also edited the Italian
paper “ Guerra Di Classe.” In this paper he
printed articles pointing' out the danger of
dictatorship. One article, entitled “ Burgos ¥
Moscow,” attracted the attention of the Russ-
ian government. Berneri wrote: “Once fase-
ism is beaten, it will be necessary for the CNT
and the FAI to continue the struggle for their
social program. The Executive Committee of
the Communist Party of Spain declared only
the other day that, in the present struggle
in Spain, they are defending democracy and
private property. It smells of Noske. Were
not Madrid in flames, one might even expect
a new Cronstadt. But Madrid is approach-
ing victory. Revolutionary Catalonia receives
neither arms nor financial help. Did the USSR
send arms, munitions, and military cadres in
order to control the antifascist fight and check
the development of the Social Revolution ? The
alternative, Madrid or Franco, has papalized
Spanish Anarchism. Today Barcelona is lo-
cated between Burgos, Rome, Madrid, and
Moscow. It is besieged. The horizon is hazy.
We are on the high seas in a great storm.
Shall we be able to perform wonders? Crushed
between the Prussians and Versailles, the
Commune of Paris initiated a fire that lit up
the world. Between Burgos and Madrid lies
Barcelona. Let the Godets of Moscow remem-
ber this.” (Godet was the fascist general
who led the uprising in Barcelona on the 19th
of July. He was duly tried by the people of
Barcelona, and shot).

This article caused Russia to intervene in
the CNT-FAI. Since then, Berneri was ana-
thema to the partisans of the Communist Par-
ty Dictatorship.

While still a young man, Berneri was al-
ready the editor of the Socialist paper, “Gio-
ventu Socialista.” He left the Socialist Party
because of differences with them over the War
of Tripoli, and joined the Anarchists. In 1914
he took an active part in the uprising of An-
cona, known as the “RED WEEK.” 1In 1921
Berneri received his degree as Professor of
Philosophy. Together with Enrico Malatesta,
Berneri took an active part in the Anarchist
Movement in Italy. At the time of the fascist
‘March on Rome, Berneri was a professor
of the University of Camerino, and, like many
other antifascists he lost his job, was persecu-
ted and taken prisoner. He emigrated to
France, was expelled from there, went to Bel-
gium, to Germany, and finally back to France,
where he had a conditional permit to remain.
He was known all over the world as an anti-
fascist fighter. After the death of Malatesta,
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of the PSUC, wearing red arm bands with
their party insignia on them. On the morn-
ing of Tuesday, May 4th, the Catalan and
Communist guards came to the house and told
the Italian Anarchists to be careful because
there was a lot of shooting in the neighbour-
hood. There was another visit in the after-
noon for the purpose of registering the house
and confiscating.the arms, which belonged to
Italian militiamen on leave in Barcelona. The
next day, Wednesday, May 5th, at about 5
o’clock in the afternoon, Berneri and Barbieri
were taken away by 12 guards, half of the
city police and the other half members of the
PSUC as evidenced by their red arm bands.
The leader of the group, showing his badge,
with the number 1109, asked for their names.
Two of the group remained in the house and
registered the flat again. Berneri had been
working on a book about the policy of Musso-
lini in the Mediterranean, with special refer-
ence to the Balearic Islands. It was a book
against Italian Fascism.

Barbieri's wife wanted to go with the two
comrades when they were taken away, but
they refused to allow her ...

Both men were shot during the following
night, by machine guns, as the autopsy proved.
It was cold-blooded murder, since both men
were unarmed. The murder was committed
near the Palace of the Generality. Soon after
the bodies of the two Anarchists were de-
livered at the morgue of the Hospital Clinico.
The lists show that the Red Cross had found
both bodies near the Generality.

The evidence is irrefutable. Berneri and
Barbieri were shot because they were Anarch-
ists by police and members of the PSUC, i.e.,
faithful Moscow Communists. Mrs. Barbieri
states: When they were arrested, Barbieri
asked why they were being molested, since
they were Anarchists and, therefore, anti-
fascists. “Precisely because you are Anarch-
ists, you are counter-revolutionists,” the lead-
er of the group answered.

w* * *

The Anarchists were persecuted; the An-
archists were murdered; the Anarchists were
outlawed. Still they limited themselves only
to defense, and never attacked. Yet when the
lie was circulated that the Anarchists were
doing the attacking, the world press seized up-
on it eagerly and spread it to the four cor-
ners of the earth.

* * *

On the following day the papers published
the number of victims: 500 dead and over
1,500 wounded. A terrible indictment against
those who provoked such a fratricidal war.

THURSDAY, MAY 6th.

During the night of May 5-6th, the two
trade unions, the UGT and the CNT agreed
to call upon the workers to return to work
again. They published the following mani-
festo:

“The tragic events taking place in our city
during the last 48 hours has made it impossible
for the workers to go to work. The antifascist
organizations and parties in session at the
Palace of the Generality have solved the con-
flict that has created this abnormal situation,
so harmful to the cause of the proletariat.
The local federations of the CNT and the UGT
have agreed to ask all their members to re-
sume their work as usual. It is necessary to
return to normal life. To continue the pres-
ent inactivity in the factories at this time is to
weaken our forces and strengthen that of our
comnion enemy,

“In accordance with this, all workers of the
CNT and the UGT are ordered to return to
work without exception. All members of both
trade unions should avoid everything that

might lead to possible friction and disturb-

ances at their places of work. These events
have taught us that from now on we shall
have to establish relations of cordiality and
comradeship, the lack of which we all regret-
ted deeply during the last few days.

“The local federations of the UGT and the
CNT ask their members to refrain from all
manifestations of hostile attitude. Mutual
understanding and solidarity are the require-
ments of the hour. The union cards of both

organizations must be respected by everyone,

and it is the duty of the control committees
to respect all workers without distinction.

“To work, comrades of the CNT and UGT!"
Local Federation of the CNT, Barcelona.
Local Federation of the UGT, Barcelona.

This appeal was broadcast over the mﬁh

and appeared the next morning in every paper

in Barcelona. But to no avail. Work was
not resumed any place. Thapoﬂeemﬂnmd
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~ the Regional Committee. The Regional C
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city was still like a fortress. Some horse carts
were already making their appearance on the
wider streets, and an occasional pedestrian
could be seen. The tramlines, destroyed during
the fighting, were being repaired. The Val-
encia government, rumors said, was gathering
troops from different sections of the front to
Catalonia.

The Regional Committee and the syndicates
all over the city suffered new anxieties when
the police and the civilian fighters of PSUC
proceeded to take advantage of the armistice
to build new fortifications. Thus, the police
openly carried sand bags and machine guns
up to the spires of a cathedral not two hun-
dred metres from the Casa CNT-FAI. This
hardly looked like peace. Those who seek
peace don’t proceed to occupy new offensive
positions.

Again news to cause destraction. 1,500
troops are on their way from Valencia. An-
other 2,500 will follow. Against whom are
they mobilizing? Against the workers? In
the streets of Barcelona everybody was being
searched. Those who had membership books
from the CNT were regarded as enemies. The
book was taken away and torn up. Often,
mere possession of such a book was cause for
arrest. Dozens of such arrests were being
made.

The negotiations between the antagonistic
parties were delayed half a day by the death
of the secretary of the UGT of Catalonia, An-
tonio Sese. He was mortally wounded by a
bullet while on his way to the Generality in
his own car. The shot came from the direc-
tion of the Paseo de Gracia, where his own
party comrades had a barricade. The com-
rades who accompanied Sese signed a docu-
ment stating the facts of the case, which is
now in the hands of the Theatre Union in
front of whose headquarters the accident oec-
curred. Sese was neither murdered nor exe-
cuted. Yet his death was used to intensify
the insidious campaign against the CNT.

* * *

The situation inside the Telephone Building
had become rather strange. The workers in
the upper storeys and the assault guards ar-
ranged an armistice. They allowed the work-
ers to receive food—the first since Monday.
The discussions among the workers who be-
longed both to the CNT and the UGT, still
continued. To end these discussions and to .
show their willingness to restore peace, the
members of the CNT agreed to leave the build-
ing at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. The assault
guards were supposed to leave also. However,
instead of leaving that part of the building
which they had occupied earlier in the week,
the assault guards proceeded to occupy iilln
entire building, and brought in members of tll.
UGT to take over the posts ol’theGNTwoﬂb
ers. The members of the CNT saw that . f.
had been betrayed and immediately informe w' L

mittee intervened with the government. '
demanded that the police be withdrawn

the building. To remain meant a broken
mise and would render their agreements v
less for the future. Those who lrmlm
agreement would have to take the e
ces. Half an hour later the Genmﬂl'y
the fait accompli cannot be recalled.

This broken agreement aroused great
dignation among the workers of the CNT.
the workers in the outlying districbs
formed immediately of this developm
would surely have insisted upon taki
measures and turned to the m
the matter was discussed later, tb.emm
erate point of view won out.

The assault gaar&attum
PSUC from the Karl Marx

on the te‘!epﬁm ‘The
ter of the city b
of the metropolis.
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against the attacks directed against
At 6.45 the united committees of the CNT
e FAI sent a new delegation to the gov-
t to find out what they intended doing.
few minutes later, news came from London
“cable that the British Government had
nt a torpedo boat and the cruiser, Despatch,
to Catalan waters near Barcelona. A dele-

gsﬁpn of CNT workers arrived to find out
what the responsible committees were going
. todo. The committees decided to address the

population of Barcelona by manifesto that

- they wished to maintain the antifascist front.
At the same time addressed the general pub-
~ lic all over the world by manifesto on Thurs-
~day, May 6th, reading as follows:

“While the tragic events were taking place
here in Barcelona, provoked as they were by
some irresponsible elements in the antifascist
organizations, the world at large received very
little information concerning the whole situa-
tion.

“The same cowardly elements that wished
to provoke bloodshed in Barcelona, issued
false reports to the outside world with the
same evil intentions, grossly misrepresenting

everything.

“The foreign countries have been told that
the National Confederation of Labor and the
Iberian Anarchist Federation were the cause
of the disturbances of the last few days. You
were told that the Anarchists were guilty of
starting this struggle among fellow workers
which caused blood to flow in the streets of
Barcelona. You were told that the Anarchists
attacked the police, the Generality, and other
municipal and state institutions,

“Nothing is more false than this version of
the developents and those who spread such
lies intentionally can be nothing but fascists
in disguise.

“Now that we have returned to normal, and
those responsible for the outbreak have been
dismissed from public office, when all the
workers have returned to their jobs, and Bar-
celona is once more calm, the CNT and the
FAI want to give an exact explanation of what
happened.

“We are authorized to state that neither
the National Confederation of Labor, nor the
Iberian Anarchist Federation, or any of its
dependent organizations, broke, or had any
intention of breaking the antifascist front.
The CNT and the FAI continue to collaborate
loyally as in the past, with all political and
trade union sectors of the antifascist front.
The best proof of this is that the CNT con-
tinues to collaborate with the central Gov-
ernment, the Government of the Generality
and all the municipalities.

“When the conflict started in Barcelona, the
Regional and National organizations of the
CNT offered every means to the government
to help solve the conflict as quickly as poss-
ible. On the second day of the struggle, the
sécretary of the National Committee of the
CNT, and the Minister of Justice, also a mem-
ber of the CNT, came to Barcelona and did
everything humanly possible to end this fra-
tricidal struggle. In addition to these at-
tempts to deal with responsible members of
the other political sectors, these comrades
spoke to the population of Barcelona, and
called upon them to be calm and work for an
agreement, and appealed for unity of action
against the common enemy, fascism.

“Not only the National Committee, but also
the Regional Committee, did everything pos-
sible to find a solution to this conflict. The
press of the CNT of Catalonia appealed for
calm and called upon the population to return
to work. The news issued by radio to the
unions and to the defense committees were
nothing but appeals for calm,

at. They never did more than defend them-
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was formed, on the 5th

of the CNT formed part of the Government,
- “We are also authorized tq state that nei-
“ther the National Confederation of Labor nor
the Iberian Anarchist Federation attacked any
police headquarters, or any other institutions
of the State, or the Generality. At no time,
and at no place, did the first shot ever come
from any responsible members of the CNT.
“The members of the CNT who controlled
the Defense Council of the Generality, gave

offered it every facility, and the secretary

orders to all their forces not to intervene on

- either side in the conflict. And they also
saw to it that their orders were carried out.

“The Defense Committee of the CNT also

gave orders to every district of Barcelona that

no one should come from there to the center
to answer the provocations. These orders, too,
were carried out because no one actually did
come to the center to answer the provocations.

“The Regional Committees of the CNT and
the FAI gave precise orders that no one
should move from his section, that no one
should disturb the public order.

“The CNT and the FAI not only merely
maintained positions of defense, they did ev-

erything possible to try to re-establish public

order and unmask the provocateurs. Many
were the traps laid for the CNT up to the
very end, but the CNT remained firm in its
position and did not allow itself to be pro-
voked. It did not fall in the net, which had
many ramifications in the regional, national,
and international spheres. And in maintain-
ing its positions, it did everything possible to
have the provocateurs, Rodriguez Salas and
Aiguade, removed from their responsible po-
sitions. Once this was accomplished, and calm
re-established, the CNT and the UGT, together
with the other antifascist forces, formed a
commission to clarify the events in Barcelona
and re-establish a normal atmosphere.

“When the causes of the disturbances were
discovered, the people returned to work. Ev-
erybody, with his utmost courage and energy,
is now dedicating all his strength to the fight
against fascism, because it is the only enemy
of all the workers of Catalonia.

“The workers of Catalonia have returned
to work under the following slogans:

“No more provocateurs in the rear!
between the CNT and the UGT!
fascism!”

Meanwhile sporadic collisions and exchanges
of shots continued in various sections of the
city. About ten o'clock at night the CNT and
the FAI made new proposals to cease hostili-
ties. This proposal ran-as follows: All parties
and groups to obligate themselves to remove
their armed guards and Patrols from the bar-
ricades. All prisoners from both sides are to
be released immediately, No reprisals shall
be taken. An answer was required within two
hours.

Unity
Death to

At midnight the government had not sent
in its answer. During this time disturbing
news came through from Tarragona and Reus,
where members of the PSUC and the Estat
Catala, taking advantage of the presence of
some assault guards passing through on their
way to Barcelona, used their temporary ad-
vantage to disarm and kill the workers. Tele-
phone calls caused great anxiety. Steps were
taken to counter-act the news and any pos-
sible falsifications that might be coming
through the telephone exchange. Important
news could no longer be communicated by tele-
phone. The radio station of the CNT was
used to inform the members of the organiza-
tion. :

The CNT tried to get a promise from the
government in Valencia and Barcelona that
the assault guards would not enter the city
immediately, but should be detained outside
the city limits until the situation had cleared
up. The entrance of the troops while the
people were still so tense, would undoubtedly
mean a renewal of hostilities and further loss
of lives. The CNT and the FAI wanted to
avoid this. They were somewhat sceptical
regarding the assurances that the coming
troops would be loyal to the workers.

AN EXCITING NIGHT

The night of May 6-Tth was decisive for
the immediate future. The CNT and the FAI
had not yet exerted the full pressure of their
strength. They still continued in a position
of waiting. Should they summon all of Cata-
lonia to take up the fight against the nation-
alists and the provocateur elements among
the police and some of their chiefs. They
could have rallied a tremendous force but they
did not want to continue this fratricidal con-
flict. Again and again the Anarchists offered
to negotiate, eager to end the conflict. But
the atmosphere was tense and the situation
continued to be difficult. Fighting was going
on in Tortosa and in Tarragona. At twenty
past one, new telephone calls to the represen-
tatives of the government. No satisfactory
answer to their proposals. The assault guards
were continuing their march on Barcelona,
In the center of the city, the Catalan National-

hat when the new government of the  jonal

At two in the morning the government had
still failed to answer the proposals, awaited
with so much impatience and anxiety ... Twen-

* ty minutes past two. No answer ... Half past

two. No answer ... A quarter to three ...

Three o'clock. Still no answer.

lying districts where the fighting had stopped.
The traffic could not start unless the barri-
cades were pulled down. The delegates of the
transport workers union were awaiting the
answer of the government in order to give the
order to start work again ... A quarter to four
and still no answer ... At five minutes to four
in the morning, the Provincial Committee com-
municates that they are ready to hold up the
troops from Valencia ... Four o'clock. No
answer.

At last, at a quarter past five, the govern-
ment answered. They agree to the armistice.
All parties shall leave the barricades. Patrols
and guards retire to their headquarters, uni-
ons and fortified positions. Both parties to
release their prisoners. The Patrols to resume
their functions.

Everybody relaxed. But—could one trust
the sincerity of this answer? Would the work-
ers in the telephone exchange continue to
function as before? Would everything come
out all right again?

Neither victors nor vanquished. That is
the will of the Sydicalists and Anarchists. The
antifascist front shall not be destroyed. War
against fascism. Unity of all workers. That
is the firm wish of the workers on the barri-
cades. And the resolutions of the committees
were based on this wish. The Regional Com-
mittee issued the following over the radio:

“To all the workers of the CNT: Having
reached an understanding with both the poli-
tical and the trade union representatives, we
wish to notify you that you will receive in-
structions from your responsible committees
regarding the establishment of complete peace
and calm. For the present we urge you to
keep that calm and presence of mind that the
situation requires. Do not answer the provo-
cations of those who seek to perpetuate the
existing state of disorder.”

‘While the results were still being discussed,
new fears arose as the shooting broke out
again to disturb the enveloping silence of the
night. Two cars were driving down Via Dur-
ruti. As they passed the police prefecture,
they were shot at. They were able to pass
the headquarters of the Regional Committee
undisturbed, but a short distance away, the
shooting broke out in full violence once more.
Rifles, machine guns, hand grenades came into
play. A bad sign. A strange contrast to the
assurances of a peaceful solution of the con-
flict. Only half an hour till 6 o'clock. Will
we be able to pacify the suspicions and the
tempers of the comrades? At six o’clock,
shots could still be heard.

We switched off the lights. A beautiful
morning. Barcelona slept in silence.
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A few hours later, Barcelona had undergone
an almost complete change. True to their
agreement, the workers had left the barri-
cades. In many places the barricades had
already been torn down. They had withdrawn
from the buildings. But they were keeping
their arms.

In the center of the city, however, the air
was still tense. The barricades of the assault
guards, of the Catalan Nationalists, and of
the PSUC remained intact. And guarded.
Taking advantage of the good will of the
workers , groups of assault guards were walk-
ing about disarming workers wherever they
could get hold of them. New friction arose
between the assault guards and the Liber-
tarian Youth in the Plaza del Pino and the
Puertafer. And once more it was thanks to
the initiative of the Anarchist Youth, who
went unarmed to the headquarters of the as-
sault guards to negotiate, that finally, after
hours of discussion, the assault guards decided
to show a more peaceful attitude and the bar-
ricades could come down.

The center of the city was like a fortress.
High buildings had been used as fortifications
by the various groups. Out of walls of sand-
bags, mattresses and cushions, rifles and ma-
chine guns poked their barrels. The assault
guards had opened the churches and used
them as fortifications.

But the populace could breathe more freely.
For three days they had been forced to remain
in their houses. Now everybody was walking
about in the streets. The masses of people
pushed their way through the barricades.
Children played at revolution, rolling up a
rock in a piece of paper and throwing it at the
counter-revolutionists from hehind the barri-
cades. Everybody was discussing the situa-
tion at the bars and cafes,

They were
" discussing the resumption of work in the out-

* At twenty past eight the assault guards from
Valencia reached Barcelona. They drove down
the Via Durruti in motor trucks, and wel-
comed at the Police Prefecture. What will

‘ their attitude be toward the workers? And

what attitude will the workers take? As they
passed the headquarters of the Regional Com-
mittee, a shot was fired from one car, while
from another came the cry, “Viva la FAL"™
Obviously their feelings and attitude toward
the workers, toward the Syndicalists and An-
archists of Catalonia were as mixed as their
composition. ,

The workers had put down their arms, and
they did not think of taking them up again.
The conflict was over. The workers were true
to their agreement. But the other side did
not prove as honourable in upholding their
end, However, everything remained quiet. No
matter how mueh they tried to provoke the
workers of the CNT and the FAI, the latter
kept their presence of mind and their dignity.
The workers of the CNT and the FAI had not
started this conflict, nor did they want any
part in prolonging -it. They had not been
conquered, even though the Catalan police
assumed a provokingly boastful atfitude after
the Valencia troops arrived. Again and again
they tried to put the workers in the position of
the defeated party.

These facts speak for themselves. The ques-
tion as to who were the uncontrolled and the
undisciplined, and who used this war between
brothers to their own ends is not diffi-
cult to answer.
proved the extraordinary discipline and the
admirable unity of the CNT and the FAI. In
no other organization is the confidence of the

masses in their leaders, and that of the leaders .

in the masses so great as among the Anarch-
ists. In no other organization is the feeling
of responsibility and self-discipline so strong
as among the men of the FAIL. The unfolding
of these tragic events proves to the world that
the FAI represents an organization of.men
fighting for an ideal and ready to sacrifice
themselves for it. One could look in vain for
a similar organization and movement through-
out the world. The last page of the history of
the Spanish Revolution has not been written
vet. The Anarchists are far from beaten. The
CNT and the FAI are more united today than
ever before. Not for one moment were there
any conflicts between them during the course
of the tragic events. The controversies be-
tween the CNT and the FAI reported in the
press of Spain and abroad did not exist. The
enemies of Anarcho-Syndicalism have been
trying to separate the FAI from the CNT, but
they have never succeeded.

The eagles of the FAI continue their flight,
their wings still unclipped. They are flying
high, and they shall reach the goal they have
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