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ASDA:

ollowing an adnnssion from US
B gupenmacker giant WabMart that
the company s employed some
of its estumated 400 investigators Lo
spy o0 groups who stamd apamst them,
enquiries by Freedons have ancovered
n symilar story at UK snbsudary Asda,

During the most recent major contlict
between Asda and on owtside body, a
dispute between the company and the
GMB fedd 1 bug detectors being deployed
by untomnists dharmg negotations 1o avoud
sirveillance by manapers,

e ddash, which last vear snw o major
conflict over whether Asda would
recognise the amonisaton of s ware
house seetorn, was one of the most
acrunomons of 2006 and saw Asdn
attempt 1o oust GMB from all of ther
buildings. Feelings ran lugh poricularly
in the Northwest,

Eddie Gaudie of the GMB tnion saud:
“Wo have had ¢onveensing
sites where rooms imipht he hupged v
there were strong enough concerns that
people bought bup detection equmpment.
A couple of nmes they did buzz so we
woere very SHIPNCIUIIN.

“When there was an adjournment and
we were discussing, there were cuncerns
that when they were conmg, back
somme of therr conversations were so
close 10 what was being said e
break it was uncanny.”

While evidence is yet to emesge of
the company usng private detegives,
high-tech methods of surveillanee are
becommg standard practice across the
campany, sbrncthing which shop
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stewards in the GMB have been
EXPIESSTNYE Crensing unease over,
Gaudie exphuned, “They have cameras
everywhere, They have cashless snack
machines where they give vou a card
and can monitor what von buyv and
how long vou are spending buying it
They have recently brought in *R1F Pick’,
where they have co-ordinntes of where
everything is and feed it through o you
vin o headset. ‘They can monitor every-
thing their workers do, They even
track the 10% discount cards - they
have tried to sack people for giving
them o family.

“I was in 0 meeting of over 40 shop
stewnrds {from around the counry and
it's ul] the spme. They have broughe the
new systems ont at the depoes, People
are being turned more and more into
autonutons, and people feel they are
being askad to do oo much,

rOUEN twehog
monitor speed, distance travelled, and
rest periods] and GPS [satellite] tracking.
Under this *VEMIS' system, it the
driver i3 over-revving the vehicle they
will be brought in. I is another covert
way of monitoring the drivers.”

There are fears that this level of
information being held on the work-
force could lead to the ousting of
potentinlly voublesome workers. Tna
March speech, Asda’s chief *Peaple
Director’ David Smith suggested the
company shonld not only *hire on
atttude, nor on skill™, but should use
every means in its disposal  oust
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low-performing staft — a process he
calls “removing the red ™.

The implication is that some of the
fornudable surveillance equipment being
mnstalled = entirely legally - could be a
powerful means for the company o
divest itself of anyone it thinks of as

POINTS ON YOUR FREEDOM

he government has unnounced a

tinetalile for the intenduction of a

new ‘paints-hased ' aysiem for
Imnngratici,

The systam, based an the Australian
and Canadian mindely, would give free
entry 1 the nch, scicntist and dodtors
while Barsmgy anyond wirhout a spwcifi
juby 1 g o umlens they wee lrong the
Furopean Unon, and desanding a
fanancial Band feong thuse with
temporary work,

Thare will be dive e’ within the
pegsts sohicang washin which people
applying 1o work o the UK windd be
careynriscd: highly skalled, skiied wih
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job offur, low skilled, students and
temporary workers,

The plan will go through in stages,
being fully inpleniented by 2009,

The single plar will replace o myriad
of ditfecent provedures which have
rrowi up throughout the course ot
LECONL IR tatry movements, which
the goverunen say will ke
degisonanaking cleanc and gasicr lor
tnn s 1 understan.

However the crnphusis on bonging
i the wealthy und lighly skilled has
angered itemanonal NGO, wha say
it will speedd up thi: movemem of g
missiey oWl of poor anons wod
irense the hrain diain’ wineh huas
seen SO, ol wniversity level educated
Alvican psnonals leave for the
Nuthens hensphere within five yeate
ol graduation

Al the bottain end of the scale, the
sanigibsnts onaudy allowisg workers
nta Hee conney of shey sie fron
Europe o have a job 1o g0 1o i
thaugh likely 10 IVIRR o s lve
Ieresee N peophetrathcking, with

UK populatlon change-
Nat inward migration

2001/2 11800
2002/3 153,400
2003/4 151,000

0045 223000
Net growth®*

'ﬂw Statisuics
*Buihs againgt deaths pius migration

explustutivg gaugs aking farge sums ol
money from workers m vtations
amounting 1 indadaied servitude, in
exthange tor bypassing the contrals,
The uew cules Jook bkely 1o reverse
the ‘towkle-down® etect which
virrently sees a lrge moveinent ot
muney (tom shortaens warkers by the
W page 6, column 8
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having the wrong attitude, something
which historically has been used to
help remove organisers.

Its parent company Walmart, the
ulnmare controller of Asda’s artitude to
the workplace, have notariously used
invesdgators to enforce irs puritanical
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PART OF WAL-MART SPY RING

views ar work, tincluding che w
fratermisanon’ rule, and & was =oens
discovered that some of sheer 207
INVeStRALORY, MANY rerres pam &
the FBI and (14 5aé bees senr oo
wnvestigate and assess he oy e
ActVisT shareholdens m she ormaos

SQUAT MAYDAY!

t the rime of wriring, the Squatied

Social Centre in Camberwell,

London, is being threatened wath
EVICTION.

Papers have been served and the
collevtive was taken tv court on
Nlay ~ ves, Mavday - by the owoers af
the building.

The squatted ventre only opened 1o
Nlarch, in an old vafe. It had been
empty sinee last vear, with no electese
and water pouring fram ripped out
pipes, damp and dark. The place has
been done up, panuted, plumbed,
electnfied. and turned into a
conumunal space tor use as a valé, bag
meeling space and much more. It is
run by o cullective ot peaple Living
tarrly locally, some of whom are in the
words of one collective member,
Gypsy Lee, “lang time South London
troublemakers and some muore recent
arrvals®,

I'he vwners ot the building and the
nepghbouting ones waat to knock
them down and build ver more over-
prived tats, The owners onginally

agreed To atiow the spuara w2
for sax monrhe tur “Soe
fathomalde o oMo, sudiden:
decided 1o 12ke os 20 crans”

They are peoomg sogemaz 2 Srienee
lor the nepmng, hopefely avmg o
evictiun for 3 whike, In W sor aewiil
che space is bomg wsed 26 ol 2a
possible, carmimg o wa £ Bve
program of evens, e smay s
evidted, 300uer Ot imer, bns e Wi

FEERLITS DELRY

aing dance and cresae sesecaons e,
Jur as long as the sprace & undes o
vontrel, Aud chen we will saczuzs
somewhere else!®

The tulding 1 also availoie s
other tolks to use. loval or ofterweee.
~So drop 1, cheek the place v e
1 whitle 1ty there,

*Frev space is fragile and hardito
find/hold i Londoa. Help us keep this
one as long as possible.”

For more information ang the Cambemet:
Social Centre on 07962 469755, clwon out
the wepsite at 56a.0rg uk warham. htmi! of
email blackitog@aiphabetthreat co.uk
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o BAE admits spying

‘ BAE Sysrems have admirted paying a
private investigation agency to gather
information on activists and groups
mcluding Campaign Against Arms Trade
(CAAT). BAE paid £2,500 per month
o LigneDeux Associates, whose agent
Paul Mercer passed information about
CAAT o BAE's Director of Security,
Mike McGinry.

BAL 1asisc that they expecred Paul
Mercer to operate within the law, bur
he has now admirted providing them
with a legally privileged document
internal to CAAT. This document
concerned the impending judicial review
of the Serious Fraud Office decision to
end an inguicy into BAE’s arms deals
with Saudi Arabia.

Derail Gatwick express
Certain they’re just nor locking up
enough foreign migrants, the Home
Office ~ soon to be splir into the far more
sinister sounding Justice and Security
departments — are planning ro build yer
another derention centre, this rime
handily located away from prying eyes,
acrually inside Garwick airport’s fence.
The whole immigration system is
orientarted to the removal of migrants,
whether they seek asylum or not. Of the
2,966 places currently available in the
Immigragon Detennon Estate, 2,065 are
in “Removal Centres’ (privately-run
prisons in all but name) with a further
588 places in Removal Prisons (managed
by the Prison Service).
The new centre, recently given approval
from Crawley Ciry Council, will have

places for over 400 more migrants.

Anti-road arrests

Eight people were arrested during a
protest against work to widen a

strerch of the M1 motorway in South
Yorkshire.

The group of Climate Camp activists
had rried 1o stop work on the M1
widening scheme between juncrions 31
and 32 by locking themselves to
machinery.

Three women and five men were
arrested on suspicion of commirting
public order offences and later released
on bail.

Campaigner Lucy Wainwrighr said,
»Tony Blair has claimed that the
government 18 taking climate change
senously bur billions of pounds of
taxpayers’ moncy 18 now being wasted
on a scheme that will do nothing 10
ease congeston but will increase
enussinns,”

Selectron sit-in

Workers ar the Sclecron Cwmearn
facrory 1n South Wales have s1aged a
sit-in upon the arnval of the company’s
European Vice President.

The company announced ar the end
.of March that.iv would close the factory
in South Wales, making 130 people
redundant, many having worked there
for more than 25 years, Sedectron has
alrcady reduced the workforee from
700 113 the past five years, and sent many
conlracts oversear cluding onc ast
year 1o Singapore.

Plymoutn indy?

An irspanve bas begun to put together
an Indymedia group in Plymouth.

A volunteer sasds “I have abour wen
people already interested, but we need
more 10 get thangs off the ground. If
anyone is mterested preferably email
me at fullofhumself@hotmail.com. [
‘Wanr 1o ger things going ASAP so if

~ you a:g‘iugctqmcd please conract me
s00n1”

Home and away

Around the world

CANADA: Striking Ficst Ontario Credit
Union workers have no regrets after they
occupied the company’s East Mountain
branch and padlocked the doors to try
to get the financial institution back to
the bargaining table.

Hamilron police smashed the glass on
a door 1o gain entry to the Queensdale
and Upper Sherman Avenue branch to
end the occupation an hour after it
began at 3pm on 19th April.

About 70 members of Local 343 of
the Canadian Office and Professional
Employees Union (COPE) have been on
strike for six months over such issues as
sick pay, benefirs and language protecting
full-ime positons. Negoriarors from
the two sides met Tuesday bur there
was no resolurion.

Valery Gavey, who worked in the
credit union’s head office above the
branch, said the firm had pushed the
workers inro such a drastic move. Ten
managers were in the branch, and
though they were told they could leave,
none did. There were no customers inside
when the strikers padlocked the doors.

“We've tried everything,” said Gavey,
who was greeted with hugs, kisses and
cheers when she walked our of the branch
and into the arms of other strikers and
about 70 supporters from other unions

such as the United Sreelworkers and
Capadian Auto Workers.
- First Unrar!o L,redlr Umon p[CSlGEnf
and chief executive officer John Lahey
said he was disappoinred.

COLOMBIA: In an explosive new report
submitred to the International Labour
Organisartion (ILO), international union

body the ITUC has presented direct
evidence of collusion berween Colombia’s
notorious DAS Securiry Agency and
paramilitary death squads in the
murder of at least seven trade unionists
since the early 1990s.

The DAS (or ‘Administrative
Security Department’) is under the
direct authority of Colombian President
Alvaro Uribe Velez, and has recently
been the focus of similar revelarions
which have rocked Colombia’s
political establishment.

An invesugation by the Atorney
General’s Office (‘Fiscalia’) has revealed
thar the DAS apparatus has long been
pursuing a policy of secret monitoring
and observation of legidmate ade union
acrivites and in parncular of union
leaders. The new evidence includes the
provision o the investigation of a list
of 22 union leaders and one union
advisor, who had been specifically
identified by detectives from the Natonal
Intelligence Directorate. Seven of those
on the list were killed following their
identification by the Directorare.

ITUC Human and Trade Union Rights
Director Janek Kuczkiewicz called on
the internadonal communiry to step up
pressure on the Colombian authorides
to properly mvestgare the more than
2 000 klllmgs of trade unionists, over
of whom were rrade union
!eaders,'ﬁcrwccn‘}’??i-a %

2006

FRANCE: LSG-Gare-Gourmer workers
threatened with dismissal as the manage-
ment attempt to wind the company up
demonstrated on 4th April.

Many of the 853 workers facing the

Prison news

John Bowden’s and ABC

John Bowden is a long-texm prison
resister who has spent most of his life
behind bars, including 25 years of a
*Life’ sentence. After being moved to
‘open’ condirions last year, and being
ler our for fortaightly home-Jeaves, the
indications were that John would be
released on Jicence this June. In the
past the weapons John has faced are
the boots and fists of prison guards,
years of isolation, constant transfers,
Ireatment Often amOounting Lo [(OfIure.
Now, as fohn should be preparing for
release, be faces the hes and calumnies
of a rightr-wing prison social-worker.
Thie indvidual, Maa Stillman, is

| aempong 10 block John's release by

highlighrung his contact with the
Anarchist Black Croas, and vilifying i
45 a rerroaist OrganIsanon.

o an efficial repory, dated 12th
March 2007, Sullman states: “Bowden
hasy writen for a sedi-prociaimed
anarchist wehsire called ABC Brighwon,
and says he supports many of their
ideals and acyons. A review of this
website brings nto question the narute
of thus group. The members of this group
appear to be primanly eco-terronsts or
para-military morbers wvalved in whar
they see as batdes against polincal
systems and princpies.” This statement
is quite clearly not only an atrack on
John Bowden, bur a vicious smear,
withour any foundartion whatscever

against a legirimare prisoner support
organisation. To characrerise the ABC
as ‘para-mulirary’ or ‘eco-terrorist’ is
quite simply the basest of lies, and
something that needs to be suongly
challenged. The visit Stillman refers to
was a visit 10 John by two members of
Brighton ABC.

Please write urgently to The Parole
Board for England and Wales, Grenadier
House, 99-105 Horseterry Road, London
SW1P 2DD, England, fax: 020 7217
0118. You can e-mail the Chairman of
the Parole Board, Duncan Nichol ac
duncan.nichol@paroleboard.gov.uk

In a fusther developmient, Jobn Bowden
has now been returned ro ‘closed
conditions'. He is in urgent need of
salidanty, and we nrge all readers of
Freedont 1o send him a card or letter,
enclosing a few stamps or a postal
order {either lert blank or made payable
o "The Governor') if ur all possible.
John Bowden, 6729, HMP Glenochu, King O'Muir
Roaa, Tulubody, Ctackmannanshire, FK10 3AD.

Doubls raised in murder case
New evidence has raised doubrs abourt
che conviction of an Ipswich man, jailed
tor murder 1n 2003. The key evidence
agawmst Hall was fibres hnking kim o
the crime scene, bur Dr Perer Bull, a
Jeading forensic scientise, found thar if
they had beea worn by the killes, who
entered through a broken window, they
should have conrained glass bur did

'Fﬁ-l_%-:q

sack protested outside the company
offices before moving to Roissy airport
where they protested at the Lufthansa
check-in desks, Lufthansa is the former
owner of LSG.

IRAQ: A new report by Amnesty
International has highlighred a rise in
the number of people executed in Irag
by the new democratic government,
making it the fourth most prolific
official killer in the world.

Under the government of Saddam
Hussein, the death penalry was applicable
for a wide range of offences and was
used extensively.

Following the US-led mvasion of Iraq,
the death penalty was suspended in
June 2003, bur was reinstared by the
Iraqi Interim Government in August
| 2004. Since then, more than 270 people

have been sentenced to death and at
least 100 people have been reported
execured.

During 2004, no execurions were
reported; at least three men were
execured in 2005. There was a rapid
rise in execurions in 2006 with ar least
63 people, including at least two women,
reporied to have been executed by
hanging. These figures place Irag
among the countries with the highest
numbers of executions reported in 2006.

J—Itgha rorals were recorded only in
China, fran‘and Paldsean’

SPAIN: Workers at the General Morors
subcontracror, Delphi, in Puerto Real
have gone on strike in prorest ar the
planned closure of the facrory.

A march earlier this month was

not. The murder victim, Joan Albert
was found dead in the hallway of her
home, having been killed in the early
hours of 16th December 2001, Hall
had been our drinking wirh friends in
Ipswich and had an alibi for most of
the nighr and early morning, excepr
the period between 5.30am and
6.15am. The prosecution contrended
thar afrer driving to a house 1o drop a
triend off in Ipswich, Hall then drove
to Capel St Mary and parked his car
close to Mrs Albert’s home. Ar his trial,
the jury was rold fingerprints, footprints
and DNA evidence found ar the murder
scene did not match Hall’s. But derecrives
believed fibres from black trousers
found ar the scene, in his car and i a
cupboard at his parene’s home, tied him |
o the murder. This is disputed by Hall’s

Freedom Str May onsy

A b el BERE o

antended by over 80,000 peopie, The I
1,600 workers are being represented
by the UGT (general workers usnios)
and the workers” commission. They
have complained thar as the owners l
are in America negouarions are
difficuir. However the owners musr
care about their assets in Spain and
the workers control those, with wiai
closure planned it is unlikely thas even I
(soon to be former) management wouid
stand in their way.

The owners are planning 1o move
production 1o Poland, 1o take advaniyz
of lower labour cosis.

WORLD: The International Olymipic
| Commirtee has received a UN Envires-
mental Award for its work building
enormous, bloated spors arenias whic
have required the forcible clearance of
large areas of London, Beijing and
Barcelona among orhers.

The I0OC accepred the Champion i
the Earth Special Award from the Uried
Narions Environment Programme
(UNEP) as a recognition of the 10C%
work in the environmental field.

A UN representarive said: “We have
asked them to place the bar very higf,
and are challenging them with strict
criteria to be respecred.”

The Olympics in Beijing saw the
destruction of huge swarhes of residenz
areas and the displacement of 1.4--
milion people during the constucuon
process. In the upcoming London
Olympics, a large secrion of Hackney
Marshes, of the few remaining green
| habirars in the ciry, is to be concretec
| over as part of the bailding works.

Trish and Sue: Suzanne Taylor, TM7154, FiM?
Cookham Wood, Rochester, Keat, MEL 3LU.
Teresa Portwine, TM7153, HMP Cookhait
Wood, Rochester, Kent, ME1 3LU.

New animal rights prisoner
Wayne Bunch has been sentenced to 12
months for sending two “abusive and
threatening” lerters to employees of
the Hall family, who bred guinea-pigs
for viviscction. Wayne was convicted
after his DNA was matched 1o envelopes
used ro send the lerters in July 2003.
Please send letters of suppon to; Wayne
Bunch, VB7189, HMP Birmingham, Winson
Green Road, 8irmingham, 818 4AS.

Police antifascist dragnet
Police i Perersticld have launched 2
person-hunt 1¢ capture whoever is

family, who say he never wore such
trousers and was weanng blue ones on ‘
the nighr of the murder.

Mark Taylor |
Mark Taylor, recently sentenced 0 a !
Draconian four years for orgamsing
animal rights demonstrations, is still
0T gerting a propec végan Jiet at
Belmarsh, a prison which refuses o
recognise the Vegan Prisoners Suppart
Group.

Latters of support to Mark at: Mark Tayior,
TI6636, HMP Beimarsh, Westem Way,
Thamesmead, London, SE28 OUB,

Also please don't forget Mark’s co-defendants

| bank holiday weekend “shops and

said rhat anyone with any information

responsible far the current wave of
anti-BNP acavity n the rown. According
to Petersfield Today, during the Easter

businesses throughout the town i
discovered smal} stickers on their

property with 4 message denouncing

the BNP and an image of a Nazi
swastka”. PC Duncan Gordon of the
clearly under-worked Petersticld potice

should contact them. ~Technically it 1s
lirering,” he said “Ir seems to be ant-
BNP and there-are going to be some
people who are offended by ir.”
compiled by Mark Bamsiey
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A vicious new breed?

Rob Ray looks at the recent manoeuvrings of Private Equity and
asks what relevance its growth may have

stock market crisis, a major cow has

blown up over the attempted Private
Equity takeovers of high-street giants
Saimnsbury’s and Boots.

l n scenes remuniscent of the ‘80s pre

While unions and some sectors of
the Labour party have artacked what
they see as a rapacious reawakening of
asset-stripping for the noughties, Private
Equity groups have hailed it as perhaps
the next step in providing greater
efficiency through competition.

Private Equity takeovers occur when
management teams buy out publicly
listed companies and take them off the
stock marker as private entities. The
most common use of this system for
profit stems from the *70s when business
tycoons developed ‘the flip’, where 2
management team takes over a company,
aggressively artacks wages and jobs to
‘cut away fat’, cthen sells back to the
market in a three to five year cycle.

The flip is achieved through what is
known as a ‘leveraged buyout” where
the massive funds needed to take over
Jarge companiesiaselloan
and investors, and secured with the assets
of the company being bought out.

The practice reached its zenith in the
'80s when major takeovers were
attempted by firms later labelled ‘the
asset strippers’, for their practice of
taking healthy companies, selling their
assets, firing much of the workforce
and then selling back a shell to the
public markets.

The Private Equity market died down
in the 90s, as mega-mergers placed many
of the big players beyond the reach of
even major private equity groups and
confidence dimmed in the risks of
investing during an economic downturn.

TUC plead

ew figures showing a continued

fall 1n union membership,

particularly in the south, have
prompted a call for radical changes
from TUC chief Brendan Barber - he
wants bosses to volunteer to unionise
their workplaces.

Following years of decline as union
militancy has died, and the rise of a
whole new generation to whom union
membership is an anachronism - n
the Eastern and South-eastern region
membership for 16-24 year old males
was $0 Jow it could not be accurately
measured — 6.6 million unionists
equals half pre-Thatcher levels.

The 0.6% fall nationally is the
largest since 1998, and follows a
series of high-profile disputes which
saw union bosses capitulate to
government and private sector
pressure over wages, privatisation of
services and pensions.

In response to the findings, the TUC
praised 1ts member unions for slowing
ihe rate of decline and pointed to
evidence of increasing female

ship as an example of how

However the rise of the ‘club buyout’

the last 4-5 years, where several major
funds buy in to reach for larger targets,
has recently seen some of the biggest
companies in the world targeted.

Sainsbury’s and Boots are just the tip
of a very large iceberg. Other major
buyouts in the last few years have
included the AA, Debenhams, and the
largest yet, TXU for $44.5bn.

The sector has grown at a stunning
pace, nearly doubling from $112.5bn
invested in 2004 to $215bn invested
last year, and an estimated $400bn
war-chest for further buyouts. One in
five workers in the UK are now under
the control of some form of privare
equity.

Unions have launched an attack on
the sector following a brutal fight at
the AA, where unionists accused the
buyers of gutting the business by selling
buildings and then leasing them back,
outsourcing personnel and where that
wasn’t possible, simply cutting staff so
roadside coverage was compromised.

its third profit warning after
being taken public, as the company
struggles to shrug off underinvestment
and cuts. Unions are accusing Private
Equity of continuing the same cycle of
the *80s.

Private Equity, and much of the
business press, say otherwise. Quoting
a report by the Nottingham University
centre for buyout research, they point
to evidence that while initial cuts do take
place, it is a precursor to expansion by
the leaner companies that emerge.

However the centre, which was
founded by Barclay’s Private Equity
Ltd., does not mention where this new

EUROPE'S LEECH-LORDS AND LADIES: 1. UK chair of Barclays Private Equity Tom Lamb; 2. 3i chair Baroness
Hogg (ex-independent editor and public policy advisor to Blair); 3. Dominique Senequier, Chief Executive
Officer of AXA Private Equity; 4. Ronald Cohen, chief exec of Apax Partners; 5 Guy Hands, Terra Firma chief

executive; 6. CVC chair Mike Smith (we were unable to find a picture of Smith, who is notoriously publicity-shy,

but his company is the one which bought out the AA, Debenhams and the commercial rights of Formula One).

employment comes from, or what form
it takes. It also fails to say where the
initial cuts take place, or to mention the
effect of asset sales. It does mention the
bankruptcy rate of leveraged buyouts

or union deals

unionism is adapting to the market.

However the increase in female
membership is relative, as ir declined
by 0.2% compared to much faster
male losses.

Barber said unions were “running
hard” to keep membership stable, and
that growth was a priority. He said:
“The continuing success of unionised
companies such as Tesco, shows that
employers have nothing to fear from
constructive relations with unions.”

The deal Barber refees 1o, berween
Tesco and Usdaw, has been heavily
criticised for undermining union
independence, and has infamously
seen the union support attacks on sick
pay rights rather than rake on their
major backer.

It sees Tesco hand out recruitment
leaflets to new employees, help with
recruitment drives and provide help to
union reps.

Bob s 2 member of the Anarchist
Federation, which claims unions are
by their nature part of the management
structure over workforces, He said:
“I’s absolutely typical of the TUC

bureaucrats that they should want
to get further into bed with the
employers.

“This is one of the reasons that
their membership is dwindling,
Workers feel an appalling cynicism
when it comes to the unions. Where
I work, colleagues respect rthe local
rep and the branch officials. When it
comes to the union bosses though,
they have nothing bur contempr. We
don't believe thar it is possible to
reform or caprure them. At the
same time we know thar union
meetings do provide a point of
contace and a place where we can
discuss activity.

“We always try to express the
need 10 extend and spread the
struggle beyond the confines thar
the union bureaucrats set. This move,
getting even closer to the bosses will
make this even harder. [t will weaken
militancy and strengthen capital. We
must oppose n.”

Also see comment, from Tony of the IWW, on
page 6.

after the flip is finished. One in eight
firms go to the wall.

The union drive looks set to be a
flash in the pan, demanding only that
private equity be taxed more. But the

sector is a clear and present danger to
workers, as a model which diverts
massive assets away from wages and
employment towards the ultra-rich,
and produces nothing.

Solfed conference

Federarion (Solfed) held its
national conference. One of the
attendees, Keith, reports:

It was good 1o see old comrades and
new faces from all of SF’s locals, as
well as to have talked with observers
from the Spanish CNT, ltalian USI and
from the 1WA secretariat based in the
Serbian section, the ASL. An official
observer from the Anarchist Federation
was also present.

Grizzled veterans and newcomers
alike brought informed comment
and fresh ideas; differences of
opinion were honestly aired, before
consensus was reached on a range of
motions.

At the end of April the Solidarity

The most important debates
surrounded our industrial strategy,
which aims to build networks of like-
minded militants in their respective
sectors, as a step towards the forma-
tion of anarcho-syndicalist unions.
The Education Workers” Network is
up and running with a new issue of
Education Worker now available.
Meanwhile the Health and Care

Workers’ Initiative was formed at the
conference itself. In addition the launch
of a network for SF students/youth is
planned for later n the year.

Network members were brimming
with ideas about whar can be done
today, instead of awaiting some
spontaneous emergence of an alterna-
tive to Labour betrayal and TUC
reformism. There was an understand-
ing that the theory and practice of
solidarity, mutual aid and direct
democracy have to be implemented now,
as a means to win current disputes, as
well as to build the organisatons of
the future.

As anarchism rests upon organisation
we must do more, and use more
innovative methods, to get our ideas
across and to stress the importance of
membership, structure and co-
ordination. To those anarchists outside
of national organisations, we ask: How
is the new society to be built? How 1s
the new economy to be created and
run? [t will take sustained organisation
and planning. Serious about anarchism?
Join the Solidarity Federanon.

LN




News

Papuans strike and win

Despite near-civil war in Papua New Guinea, workers have other
priorities, finds Sam Urquhart

orkers employed by mining
Wmultinau'onal Freeport McMoran
in the Indonesian province of
West Papua saruck from 18th to 21st
April, g a 100% wage Increase
among other concessions.

Six thousand workers at Grasberg,
the world’s second largest copper and
gold mine, slowed production — resultng
in esnmated losses of $11.32 million
for the New Orleans based company.

A Frans Pigome of Tongor Papna,
the main group nvolved in organising
the smike rold the Times on 22rd April,
=W are sanstied. After more than 40
Years i operanon, This s the most
spectacular increase. They could have
increased it years ago, bur they think
only how to profir themselves.”

The serrlement will resuir in an
increase in t'ne wages of the lowest paxd

; S34% o
I-Iov.:w:ve:&t Iggm Pzp&a nz%ﬂy
tabled demands for larger wage increases,
berrer pensions, worker representarion
and programmes to ncrease the propor
ton of Papuans on the workforce of

the mine,

Our of the 9,600 employees at
Grasberg, only 3,000 are Papuan,
giving rise to charges of discrimination
and the marginalissnion of local
-people. Freepor officials have only

said that they will begin a feasabiliry
study concerning a *Papuan affairs
deparmment’ within the corpany
alrbough rhey did agree to arrange for
the removal of some Jakarra-based
Indonesian officials.

Dea

As in the UK, United States rax

;;

rerurns are due in April. The (RS

{Ingernz) Revenue Service) will
ke in somerhing close o $2 willion
this yeas almost 40% oF waich will go
to the military according wo the
Nadenal Priorities Peoject, Specifically
27% ¢f all taxable inceme will go o
current military spending; 9% towards
paying off debe from past wars and
3% for “verexans’. Thse are zhe
maghest rates since World War Twa.
Eur there Is pracucal opposinion: 13x
resisters natuonwide plan 1o withhold
par or all of their Taxcs 0 PrOKCST af
the war on Irag.
for what the Iraq war has cost,
universiry scholarships could have
been provided for every single school

N _
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Moreover, mstead of the 3.2 million
rupiah offered to Grasberg workers,
Tongoi Papua had inmmally pushed for
3.6 million. Pigome also threatened to
shut down the mine for one month or
more if their demands were not mer,
although in the face of military and
police innmidanon this longsr
stoppage did not materialise.

While abour 6,000 mine workers
smuck ar Grasberg itself, Tongoi Papua
also organised prorests in the regional
capital, Timika, beginning on 17th
April. Hundreds gathered to coincide
with collecrive wage negonanons being
carried our berween local politicians
and Freeport represenratives, where
they were mes by dozens of armoured
! vehxcles, 200 police and soldiers armed

Despite the intense military and
police presence, workers elecred o
strike when their calls for ralks with
Freeport exeqmyes were rejected by
the company. Althonghino wiolence’
was reported against those taking part,
an internal Freeport memorandum was
leaked ro the Reurers news agency on
19ch Aprilin whichicompany
execurives described the strike as
aflegaliznd thar workers who lefr thear
jobs to participate m the illegal strike,
=could be subjecr to disciplinary
measures,” an indication of how
seriously Freeport has taken events

and Taxes

leaver this year; children conld have
been provided with free heajth
coverage for te enmire length of the
Irag war and the narional debr conld
have been halved. According ro
Pamela Schwarrz, Communicarions
direcror ar the Nariopal Priorines
Project, rwenry times more is being
spent on the military than on meeting
Americany’ basic needs.

Kuth Eenn, Coordinaror of the
National War Tax Resistance
Coordinaring Commirres, describes:
how sbe refuses to pay: =1 fill qur the
Tax form and show the balance duc. [
acrually do pay wnro Social Secuniry,
and { pay srare and local raxes. [r's the
federal income tax thar { focus{ed]
on... I scnd my form o rhe IRS wirh a
lerter saying, “This is whar the form
says | owe 10 you, but I'm taking that
money and I'm giving ir o groups
. who don't kill people, basically, who
don’r do violence’.”

The IRS ysually sends lerers 10
demand payment in full in such
cispumstances gnd 1s increasingly able
10 take moncy directly oir of salarics

s = R

UNFAIR Trainees at the Freeport mine where the company has been accused of unfa:r and dlscnmmatory
hiring practices at the world’s largest gold and copper mine.

around the Grasberg mine.

The Grasberg strike comes after =
wave of simifar actions 3t mmes across
the world. Zambian workers struck in
Marchitaisecure a 20% mncrease-while
the world’s largest copper mine at
Escondida m (e was shur dewn: for
almosr 2 month lasr year. Inco workers

i Canada shuralso'down 2 nickel mine

and bank accounts. Scott Kennedy,
who works for the Respurce Center
for Nonvielence (in Sanra Cruz) and
psediro be the savor there, has been'a
long-time war tax resister and IS HOW
having his salary reduced in this way.
According ro Benn, here are people
who just don’t co-operate withithe
system ar all; they never fill in the
forms, they don’t file income tax
terans and stay out of the system
segardless of wheehier They car below
raxable income or not, Encouraging,

® In apother devglopment on' a story
rarricd recently in these pages and
with relevance to the Asda spy story in
this issug, in an obvious increase in irs
‘milisnsanan and sifons o silcace
dissent, Wal-Marr has apparently
begun cecruiting former milicary and
governmenr intelligence officers for irs
deseriptions suggest thar their role will
be closer to usdercover aggression
against employees than >eﬂmg
‘banagpas.

Louis. Funner-

| af lepmmacy over Wolfowirzs undue

in March, while indigenous proresters
in New Czledonia haye frostrated the
Goro nickel project since its inceprion,
drying up costs and purnng the mmre
of the mine in doubt.

With copper prces nearing an all-rime
high, Freeport’s CEQ Richard Adkerson,
recently told reporters thar a righrening
of the global copper marker was creaning

World Bank

ccusations of nepotism towards
A the World Bank Presxdenr, Paul
‘anti-corruption’ Wolfowarz, bave
Jominared the opening of the Bank’s
spring meetings in Washingron.
The Bank is facing an increased crisis

influence on appoinoments and pay rises.
A Bush administration architect of the
Iraq war, Wolfowirz’s move 1o the Bank
in 20035 was viewed with concern by
many.

The disclosure of his role in securing
his partes, Shaha Riza, 3 posirion in
the White House and a $60k pay rise
— from $132,660 to $193,000 ~ has
only increased dissanisfacrion. Riza, paid
$10,000 a year more than Condoleeza
Rice, is now the highest-paid official in
the state department.

A researcher ac the Brerron Woods
Project, which monitors the BanL, said,
*thislis: m«dy indicarive of his poor
judgemenr on several appoinments, and
failure ro provide leadership on a number
of issues, including climare change...
his positian is no longen tenable™.

‘challenging’ conditions for mining
companies. Mines have been working
at full capacity or expanding their
operations to keep up with spiraling
demand, particularly from China.
While price increases have delivered
bigher corporare pronts, these have nor
reached workers who are struggling
mezt demand.

corruption

the appointments of Robin Cleveland and
Kevin Kellems, also Bush administranon
sraffers. They obrained rop aide posinons
and salanesiaf over 5200,000.

Three of the rop five outside inter-
nadonal appointments during Wolfowizs
tenure were senior political appointees
of right-wing governments who have
backed US policy in Irag.

Wolfowirz has come under additional
fire for his appoinrment of Bank general
legal council Anna Palcio, and Bank’s
Managing Director Juan Daboub.

An email recently leaked o the press
‘reveals Baboub’s arder “to rake ourall
references to family planning” from the
country assistance proposal for
Madagascar The new draft Health,
Nutriton and Population Straregy, 100,
contains almost no reference o SC_.\'\lal
and reproductive healch.

Some have suggested that Wolfowiz’s
anti-corrupton crusade enabled the
bank to pour money into the corporate
freconstruction of Afghanisean and
Izag, while reducing finance for poor
counrrics. Calls for his resignanion axe

Wolfowitz faces further criticism over

nowwidespread.
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‘Anarchist seeds beneath the snow’ misses out some major libertarian
writers, but provides an excellent background, finds Richard Alexander

irstly some words of
clarification. Of the eleven
featured authors, only six
can be properly counted as
anarchists: Edward
Carpenter, Oscar Wilde, John
Cowper Powys, Herbert
Read, Alex Comfort and Colin Ward.
Of the other three, George Orwell
never described himself as an
anarchist, Aldous Huxley and
Chnistopher Pallis are at best
‘anarchistic’, and E.P. Thompson and
William Morris were very much
Marxists, albeit of the libertarian
shade. The sub-title is therefore
necessary o show the wider scope of
the book.

Secondly, although these are the
featured authors, the book is not
exclusively about them. You will also
find substantial discussion of writers
such as Nicolas Walter, Eric Gill,
George Woodcock and Peter Marshall,
Carole Pateman and April Carter with
walk-on parts for many others, which
help to situate the work of the main
authors and describe the political and
social context in which the authors
worked.

Thirdly, this is not an account of a
movement or of the activists within it.
It is a study of writers first and
foremost, with a detailed discussion of
their written works, albeit from a
polirical (indeed explicitly anarchisr)
perspective. And as such this book
provides readers with a valuable and
entertaining guide to the written
works of those authors.

Of the main authors discussed, I was
already familiar, to varying degrees,
with the work of most of them,
though 1 wouldn’t claim to have read
the complete works of any of them.
One author, John Cowper Powys, was
new to me in this context. | had been
aware of him as a writer but never
grasped his political position, although
this was very much at the
‘contemplative, spiritual’ end of the
anarchist spectrum. Having said which
he knew Emma Goldman and had

some small involvement with Spain
and the World and the Sacco and
Vanzerti defence.

(One looks forward to reading
David Goodway’s forthcoming edition
of the Powys—Goldman letters!) That
said, I'm not sure | shall be tackling
his lengthy novels, and his more
philosophical works are not top of my
must-get list.

Other than Powys, I am sure most
readers of papers such as Freedom,
will be aware of the other authors,
although I suspect that people such as
Herbert Read are considered rather
out-of-fashion these days, and even
Alex Comfort is little read (even if his
picture books on sex remain very
popular). Aldous Huxley’s novels,

apart from the obvious Brave New
World and possibly Island are rarely
read and Herbert Read’s work on art
has been superceded, whilst his
advocacy of Education through Art,
whilst essentially libertarian, seems to
stand little chance in these days of
national curricula, testing, league
tables and the like. Christopher Pallis
(or Maucice Brinton as many wili
know him) I’ve discussed elsewhere,
comes across as the most ‘engaged’
writer in ‘industrial’ terms, whereas
Colin Ward’s contribution to the
national debate over housing,
transport and planning issues is
second-to-none. Oscar Wilde has been
successfully rehabilitated by Stephen
Fry (amongst others) but it is useful to
have a reminder of his overt politics,
yet his contemporary Edward
Carpenter, an equally outspoken
person on sexual and political matters,
seems to languish in near obscurity,
lacking, perhaps, Wilde’s notoriety,
charm and wit.

What is quire fascinating are the
connections between the various
writers discussed. For example,
William Morris knew Edward
Carpenter, Oscar Wilde knew William
Morris and attended Socialist League
meetings at Hammersmith, whereas
John Cowper Powys was interested in

George Orwell

writing an introduction to Tom Bell’s
Wilde without Whitewash manuscript.
Powys (and Goldman) provide the iink
between the late Victorian writers and
those who came to prominence afrer
the First World War. Herbert Read
was involved in support work for the
Spanish anarchists with Emma
Goldman and became involved with
the Freedom Press Group.

Elsewhere Aldous Huxley had the
pleasure of being Eric Blair’s (George
Orwell) teacher at Eton for a while,
later serving on the editorial board of
Realist, a journal of scientific
humanism, with, amongst others
Herbert Read. The main organisation
however, that brought people together
was the Solidaridad Internacional
Antifascista (SIA), which Emma
Goldman formed in London in
December 1937. Huxley was
approached to participate but
although supportive, had recently
moved to the USA and felt unable to
take an active part. However John
Cowper Powys, Herbert Read and
George Orwell all became involved.

In 1945 Orwell became involved
with the Freedom Defence Committee
(originally formed in 1944 as the
Freedom Press Defence Committee to
defend the editors of War
Commentary who were being charged
with attempting to subvert members of
the armed forces), whilst Colin Ward
had, by then, joined the Freedom Press
Group, with Alex Comfort
contributing articles to the paper and
writing a couple of pamphlets. Which
leaves us with Chris Pallis. Pailis was
never involved with Freedom Press but
other members of Solidarity, such as
Ken Weller and Nicolas Walter, were
involved with the Committee of 100,
the direct action anti-nuclear weapons
group, alongside Freedom Press group
stalwarts Alex Comfort and Herbert
Read, and Nicolas Walter later became
involved with Freedom irself.

So a fine thread can connect all the
writers, but do they end up producing
a coherent set of political positions?

David Goodway summarises the
contributions each writer makes to an
overall anarchist politics: fro
Carpenter, how the simplific
life and sexual liberation can effect
radical social change; from Read, the
need for liberation to begin in the
classroom; Huxley brings
decentralisation, alternative technology
(he was an early advocate of solar
power), and the yoga of love.

Comfort contributes his emphasis on
disobedience and personal
responsibility (and I'd add his work on
sexuality and *human narure’); Pallis
his demystification of power and
decision making (and his debunking of
Bolshevism) and Ward’s contention
thac anarchism is, if you like, how
people naturally organise their lives,
alongside and despite the authoritarian
power structures that attempt to
control and constrain them, and I'd
add his insistence that people are fully
capable of individually and collectively
able to determine housing, planning
and transport issues in a non-
authoritarian way.

Finally John Cowper Powys adds his
life-philosophy, his simple art of
everyday living and self-liberation in
the here and now. There are other
common themes, the total opposition
to war, and in many cases violence,
and also, in many cases the working
for social change without the
revolutionary myth that sustains much
‘class struggle’ anarchism, (although
some might argue that it is a necessary
and enabling ‘myth’.)

There is, of course, much more in
this dense and well-written book. The
male bias reflects the male bias of the
subject matter, but perhaps more could
be said of writers such as Ethel
Mannin, or the libertarian influenced
feminists of the second wave of
feminism. As with any such book, one
could quibble over who has been
included and who excluded. For
example, one might query the
omission of contemporary poets or
novelists, but I presume this is due the

fact that most have produced little
explicitly political prose works.

written extensively on anthropology
from an anarchist perspective, plus his
works on Bakunin and Kropotkin. A.S
Neill might also have been worth
further discussion, but his works are
already covered by existing books on
libertarian eduction.

And [ suspect some people might be
expecting Guy Aldred to put in an
appearance too. However at 400 pages
the book is plenty long enough for
most readers (and at the limic as far as
publishers are concerned!). Cramming
more aurthors in would only have
diluted the existing material, to its
detriment.

Some of the material may be
familiar to readers, as certain chapters
are revised versions of works that have
appeared elsewhere, in particular in
David Goodway’s introductions to the
works of some of the authors fearured.
The text is complemented by an
extensive, if not exhaustive,
bibliography, which should provide
more than enough books for readers
to chase up if they find their interest in
a particular author stimulated by rhe
text.

David Goodway has written an
exceedingly accessible book, which I
can commend to anyone interested in
the strand of anarchism (or left
libertarianism) he has picked ourt for
discussion. As for the pricing, well [
understand that these days the
paperback price is the going rate for
academic books — one wonders who
pays out for the hardback editions! As
ever your friendly local public library
will assist those of us who find the
price, even of the paperback,
excessive.

Richard Alexander
Anarchist Seeds Beneath the Snow: Left-
libertarian Thought and British Writers from
William Morris to Colin Ward by David
Goodway, Liverpool University Press, £20

(hardback edition £50)
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Anarchism

Anarchists work towards a society of
mutual 2id and voluntary co-operation.
We reject government, and all forms
of exploitation and domination.

Freedom Press is an independent

anarchist publisher, founded in 1886.
Besides this newspaper, which comes
out every two weeks, we produce books
on all aspects of anarchist theory and
practice — sce our website for a full Jist.

In our building in East London we run

Britain's biggest anarchist bookshop
and host the Autonomy Club meeting
room and the Freedom Hacklab open-
access IT space.

Our aim is to explain anarchism
more widely and to show that people
can work together and use direct
action to practically improve our lives
and build a better world.

Freedom’s editors wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and
as such the views expressed in the paper
are those of the individual contributors
and not necessarily those of the
editorial collective.

Angel Alley

Things seermito; be ticking over gently
at the Freedom Press building following
the elections, which never seem to
change very much (well we would say
that, wouldn’t we).

It has been an enjovable four weeks,
as the energetic ministrations of our
main organiser for the mailout have
resulted in papers being mailed almost
as soon as they arrive.

We are also looking into putting
together a marketing collective — a
radical step, I know, but one which as
we move nto the 21st century could
help keep us on the cutting edge of
commercial practice.

Finally, you may have noticed an
increasing number of different-sounding
voices in the paper in the last couple
of issues. This is because we have again
discovered the ‘email list’, 2 wonderful
invention which allows us to organise
our news agenda and solicit writers
more easily. Wonderful thing, progress.

If you fancy having a go at this new-

fangled ‘marketing’ thing, let us know

through the usual channels (see below),
or you can volunteer to run the shop,
write articles, do a bit of DIY...

RR

Contact details

Frecedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, London E1 7QX

Tel/fax: 020 7247 9249
www.freedompress.org.uk _
Erguiries: info@freedormpress.ongzuk
Copv/Letters: copy@freedompress.org.uk
Subscriptions: subs@freedompress.org.uk
Bookshop: shop@freedompress.org.uk
Freedom Press Distribution:
distro@freedompress.org.uk

Next issue

The next issue will be dated 19th May
2007 and the last day to get copy to us
for that issue will be Thursday 10th

May. Send articles to us by email to
copv@freedompresa.om.uk ot by post.
addressed to The Editors, Freedom,
24b Whitechapel High Street, London
E17QX.

‘A great

reactionary
tradition

Though some may accuse Bob
(Freedom, 24th March 2007) of
making a little go a long way in the
same way that they charge the
Northern Anarchist Network with
doing the same thing, he does
demonstrate the dilemma we face on
the British left. The title of his
jnterview, ‘Organising for Resistance’,
sums up what we in this country are
up against better than any carefully
argued critique.

It shows, without any sign of
embarrassment, that others, in this
case the State and bosses, ate setting
the agenda and the Anarchist
Federation (AF) are reacting against it
by forming glorified protest groups
against the proposed introduction of
ID cards in England and the
ministrations of Royal Dutch Shell
PLC at Rossport in Ireland.

Ten years ago when 1 edited the
essays of Geoffrev Ostergaard in the
The Tradition of Workers' Control for
Freedom Press, I ventured a quote
from E.F. Thompson on this defensive
tradition of the British radicals in the
nineteenth century: “Hence these
vears appear at times to display not a
revolutionary challenge but a
resistance movement, in which both
the Romantics and the Radical
craftsmen opposed the annunciations
of Acquisitive Man.”

It is not my place to criticise any of
this except to draw attention to this
deeply rooted English radical
tradition. At least for most of the
twentieth century the left here simply
reacted to the actions of
Governments. From the General
Strike of 1926 — which was about
threatened pay cuts in the pits —
onwards to the Ban the Bomb protests
of the 1960s; to the Miners’ Strike of
the 1980s — about retaining status
quo in the pits; to the Poll Tax riots
of the 1990s; to the current Stop the
War protests, it is a history of reacting
to or of organising resistance to the
actions of either the boss or the State.

Bob puts this in a nutshell when he
describes the AF activities as ‘Organising
for Resistance’ and not organising for
soctal change.

Naturally this is all that the rest of
the left in this coumry are doing in

1918-1921

by -

PETER ARSHINOV

| 22 July™

| their different ways and Bob is only

being honest, modest and, some would
say realistic, about his organisation’s
intentions. In the same way even the
British trade unions with their size

! and resources merely delegate social

change to the Labour Party legislators.
It’s all about tactics and no strategy
can be seen.

This issue of British resistance and
protest politics was discussed at the
Jast mecting of the Northern Anarchist
Network (NAN) this March. At the
NAN this British tradition was
contrasted with the Spanish anarchist
and anarcho-syndicalist movement in
Spain in the 1930s.

It was argued that there was a
qualitative difference between the
historic Spanish revolutionary trade
unions of the CNT and the British left
resistance movement, which couldn’t
carry out a general strike in 1926
with any degree of conviction.

The Spanish left and the CNT had a
strategy for social transformation.
agreed at the Saragossa conference of
1936 when a framework was worked
out independent of political parties or
the State. Based on thesc Saragossa
conference decisions Anthony Beevor,
the military historian. writes (2006) of
the situation in Barcelona in July 1936:
“Services such as water, gas and
electricity were working under their
new management within hours of the
storming of the Atarazanas barracks.™
And Beevor adds: “a conversion of
appropriate factories to war production
meant the metallurgical concerns had
started to produce armoured cars by
. Compared to these Catalans
I have grave doubrs that most on the
British left could cope with managing
a junk shop.

In Bartain, it seems, we must stumble
on forever moaning, protesting and
complaining about this or that
proclamation of those in power, forever
resisting, and with a firmer grasp on
our clichés than on any real concept
of social change or what to do.

Here history shows it is the State
and the bosses who set the agenda,
not the trade unions and the left
movement, even the anarchist left.

Brian Bamford

Brendan’s boob

When Brendan Barber talks of
building union membership through
partnership* he does not realise that
one of the main causes of trade union

MOVEMENT

!ﬁe Russlan Revolnﬂonmas‘the time when the old nrder was totally swept away.
Nestor Makhno stood for freedom, and his strufigle o destroy both the old and the
new oppressors is a5 powerttltoday as It was then. It was in prison in 1911 that

“Pater Arshinov establlshod;aaolose personal and political friendship with Makhino:
“which.continued affer tfialr relaase, and Arshinov's history of the Makhnovists Is
undoubtedly the most Important source work avallable.

Now available at £§.§6 (bost free inland) from FreedomPress |

| decline in recent years is precisely this
partnership agenda. We can see how
unions are becoming crippled by it,

| not only in the UK, bur also all over

the world.

It is also obvious from some recent
campaigns, such as Unirte! in New
i Zealand. that the only wayv to build

strong campaijgns is to do away with
. this pretence to working with
emplovers in partnership. I see this
| slowing of union decline as a result of
| some unions beginning to cotton on
| to the fact that partnership simply
doesn’t work. It only ever benefirs the
bosses.

The main barrier to growth. I
believe, aside from an increasingly
complex. fluid and decentred global
capitalist system (which is never going
to be helpful!), is the fact that untons
have turned their backs on the very
tried-and-tested qualities they know
get the goods. It is an indisputable
fact of history that rank and file
power, leadership accountability, and

militancy are key aspects of any
successful union.

The union bureaucracies simply
cannot afford to make wet, liberal

of the membership and expect
members to take them seriously. This
is also a key factor in the re-
emergence of {(anarcho-)syndicalist**
unions such as the IW W in recent
vears — militant workers are turning
to the radical unions because their
own unions repeatedly sell them out,
stifle their autonomous action and

| refuse to engage with any political

agenda that might be seen as radical
or controversial.

Instead of scrambling for the central
ground, workers would have far more
respect for unions if they were to stick
their necks out and take some risks in
the interests of their members.

Tony

IWW member
* Recent comments from the TUC boss
have suggested businesses should help
build unionism aa a partnership with
workers, see page 3 for more.
** Anarcho-syndicalist unions work using
a de—centralised federated system, control
coming direct from the shop-floor rather
than from union chiefs.

Black Flag
update

After a relatively successful meeting in
March, it looks like Black Flag will be
continuing. Around six people meet to
discuss the future of the magazine and
it was agreed that it would be good if
the magazine continued.

The aim is to re-launch Black Flag
as a magazine at this year’s book fair
and aim to get two issues out next
vear. Hopefully we will be able to get
back to quarterly in the following
year or so. While we have a small
group as the basis for a new
collective, it would best if more
people get involved. Otherwise our
plans mayv not blossom (and this has
happened repeatedly in the past so it
is a possibility).

As decided at the Macch meeting, a
follow-up meeting has been organised
at Freedom Books}n')fl:'r {84b Whitechapel
High Street, Aldgate Eastiis the
nearest tube) at 7pra on Wednesday,
the 9th May. If you cannot meez the
meeting but want to get involved:
please reply and let me know. If you
live ourside London, you can sall be
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Please remember that one meenng
does not constitute a successful
collective. We have had well atrended
meetings at the book fair and no ore
artended any follow-up meetings. So.
please do not assume that someone clse
will get involved. If vou want Black
Flag to continve ther please come
along to the meeting or contact us.

London E1 7QX
elfax 020 7247 9249
~ OPENING HOURS

Monday to Saturday
from 12 noon tc 6pm

op is staffed by volunteers a
he opening hours are subject
hange so it's a good Idea to call

to check we're open.
ean also use our mail order |

Points on your

freedom
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UK sent back to third-world
countries.

The most recent figures released by
the Office of National Statistics have
found that net inward migration,
deducting those leaving from those
arriving to reach a rotal figure, was
185.000 last vear, nearly 40,000
down on the yvear before. It appears
that the major rise, following
European integration, was mostly
short-term work related.

media hacklab

“Technology for social change,
independent media, free software
B and open access IT

i . e 4 -
, from 12 noon to 6pm.
Wil et
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Quiz answers

1. Afrikaans. The text was by Abu Bakr
Effendi for the Muslim community of
the Cape. Afrikaner nationalists have
always claimed that the language was
developed from Dutch by Christians,
denving the mult-racial and multi-
cultural origins of the rongue. Even now
it is spoken by more non-whites than
whites.

. A financial organsasion that buys
distressed debt on the cheap and then
tries to enforce full payment through the
courts. Scum even by the standards of
international financiers.

Muriny over conditions. They removed
the magnetos from all the transport on
site and won all their demands.

4. A massacre of striking TWW miners in

Colorado in 1927. at the Columbine
mine in Serene, near Denver. Six miners

involved. Please contact Black Flag

were killed and over 60 injured.
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A Sideways Look Vote thoughts

My local anarchist group meets in a
oub. It is far from satisfactory. It has
to be a quiet pub so there is room to
meet discreetly and without being
disturbed. Sadly, there are generally
reasons why quiet pubs are quiet. Bad
heer, too smoky, bad atmosphere. Aside
from that. it also means that our
meetings are not particularly attractive
for people for whom pubs are not
traditional. [ don’t think there's a direct
relationship between the pub venue and
our membership being solely white men,
but it would be wrong to imagine there's |
no link at all.

Renting office space is not an option
either, unfortunately, as we just cannot
afford it. And the sort of social spaces
that used to exist - cormumunity centres
and so on - are much more rigorously
controlled. Many explicitly exclude
political groups of any stripe from
meeting. or cost a fortune. The other
alternative is to meet in a café or
restaurant, but this can be distracting,
and cost even more.

And even the pubs are disappearing.
Without doing any serious research I
can think of more than twenty watering
holes that have disappeared in my area
in the last fifteen vears. Most have been
turned into flats, with a few becoming

restaurants. It’s hardly surprising that
a pub that takes a few grand a week is
worth a lot more to its owners as real
estate. Where the ethnic mix of an
area changes it can also spell the end
for neighbourhood boozers. They may
not be exactly welcoming in the first
place to incomers. And in some areas
radical Muslims have threatened pubs
directly.

Don’t get me wrong — I think some
of these places deserved to disappear.
But not all. And while I think the prime
reason for the disappearance of many-
pubs is that other things are more
profitable, there is a clear sub-text that
the authorities are happy to see more
control over people and where they meet
and what they do. Increased opening
has meant much more police involve-
ment around when closing time will
be; and the popular town centre pubs
are often too crowded and loud to
have a conversation and come complete
with bouncers, making an unattractive
environment for a chat.

In our current times of social peace,
it is hard to imagme where people might
meet if things start to move. Locally
quite a few political meetings take
place in church halls - not really an
attractive option for those of us from
a strong anti-clerical tradition. But
there is one thing we can learn from
the churches: they are serious about
raising the money — mainly from their
already poor members — to finance their
mnfrastructure. Perbaps if we were to
profit from the beer sales during our
meetings, we might be able to do the
same thing one day.
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You are expected to turn out to vote
on 3rd May. By this seemingly straight-
forward act vou will tacitly endorse a
sham democracy and are unlikely to
change anything really important.
Voting alone does not a democracy

| make. It crucially depends on which

particular issues you are allowed to
vote for. ot not.

Why is our democracy a sham?
Democracy is supposed to be ‘rule by
the People” but there are huge areas in
the UK system of government where
the People have absolutely no say at

all, such as foreign policy and defence. |

They also cannot influence by voting
the decisions of global organisations
which may have a profound effect on
the lives of UK citizens, such as the GS
and the WTO. Much the same applies
to multi-national corporations and
quangos operating within the UK.

So what are vou allowed to vote
for? A strictly limited set of policies
contained in a party manifesto, mere
promises which may or may not be
honoured during the next term of
office before you are permitted to vote
again. Those who abstain from voung
may not be able to bring about a
proper democracy in the immediate
future but at least they will have the
satisfaction of knowing they are not
helping to perpetuate a downright lie.
(Taken from an Indymedia editorial. The
bookworm columnist is away.)

Imagine if...

Malcolm Wicks, Minister for Science,
looked over a new report on Robotics.

Although the report was optimistic
about the future for artificial
intelligence, it sounded a warning note
-on.possible-dangers. -

One of the warning notes applied
this technology to the possible
potential use of both deadly and non-
lethal weaponry such as machine guns,
water cannon or the new heat ray
technology against protestors without
any need for a large police presence.

He tapped his finger against the
section saying “this could lead to out-
of-control machines perpetrating
massacres” for a moment, and began
talking into his dictaphone.

“Memo. Public may be concemed
about government misuse of robotic
technology in future. Consider
introduction of ‘three laws safe’
campaign.”

He mused for a second, and
continued. “1) A robot may not injure
a human being, or, through inaction,
allow 2 human being to come to harm,
unless said human being has been
classified as a terrorist by the
Department of Justice. 2) A robot
must obey orders given to it by human
beings except where such orders
would conflict with the first law, or

could invalidate its warranty, conflict

i
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rights, or is given by any human
classified as a terrorist or protestor by
a government branch. 3) A robot must
Proftect its own existence as long as
such protection does not conflict with
the First or Second Law, excepting
instances where national security is at
stake where all laws may be
suspended.™

He switched off his dictaphone and
smile to himself. “Welcome to the
future, Asimov.” He muttered.
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The quiz

1. Which language had its first
dictionary published in 1875,
followed by an Islamic instruction
book, compiled in the 1860s,
published two years later using a
different alphabet?

2. What is a vulture fund?

3. What did men of the Wireless
Experimental Establishment of the
RAF zt Biggin Hill do in 19182

4. What was the first Columbine
Massacre?

Answers on page &

Listings

3rd to 7th May Festival of Fools five-
day street festival, with mime, acrobats.
clowns, circus acts and more on the
streets of Belfast, call 028 90236007 or
see foolsfestival.com

7th May Mayday Meltdown, featuring
cabaret, workshops, street party,
volleyball, soundsystems, bands, cafe.
guerilla gardening, info, discussions,
cinema and much more, from 12 noon
until midnight, donation (proceeds
going to Palestine Circus), at the Asbo
Community Centre, 33-35 Burns
Street, Radford, Nottingham, email
info@pedalpoweredclowns.org or see

Ja3 1.3 s

18th May Save Titnore Woods benefit
to raise funds for the protest camp and
campaign near Worthing ro stop a
shopping and housing development on
woodland, from 7pm to 11pm at The
| Rooms, Western Road. St Leonards,
one minute from Warrior Square station.
l email squirtybottles@yahoo.co.uk or
see protectourwoodland.co.uk for info
l 18th to 20th May Projectile, a festival
of anarchist film, culture and ideas at
Star and Shadow Cinema, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, see projectile.org.uk for
details
18th to 20th May rampART Social
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llrh May Close Guantanamo Bay demo
outside the US Embassy every Friday
from 6pm to 7pm, call 07824 386747,
email london_gitmo@yahoo.co.uk or see
guantanamo.org.uk

11th May South Place Ethical Society
book sale from 11am to 7pm at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London
WC1, see conwayhall.org.uk/spes.hem
11th to 13th May SchNEWS Alternative
Media Conference, a coming together
of independent media with discussions.
screenings, stalls, practical workshops,
plus the obligatory messy party on the
Saturday night, at the Cowley Club,
12 London Road, Brighton, see
schnews.org

12th May Southampton Cruelty Free
Festival, with an emphasis on fair trade,
organic and sweatshop-free items, from
11am to 6pm at Southampton Guildhall,
for details email info@sarconline.co.uk
or see crueltyfreefestival.com

12th and 13th May Campaign for
Climate Change conference with
seminars, workshops and guest speakers
at LSE, Houghton Street, London
WC2, for details see campaigncc.org
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26th May Radical Book and Zine Fair
from 10am-Spm at the Cowley Club,
London Road, Brighton, for details see
cowleyclub.org.uk

2nd June Strawberry Fair, free festival
at Midsummer Common, Cambridge,
see strawberry-fair.org.uk

6th to 8th June G8 Summit at
Heiligendamm on the north coast of
Germany near Rostock, for more see
wombles.org.uk/article200609109.php,
dissent.org.uk or vision07.net/drupal
6th to 8th July Antiworld Qutdoor
Festival Experience at a secret location
near London, see antiworld070707.com
13th to 15th July Tolpuddie Martyrs
Festival, with Tony Benn, Billy Bragg,
Chumbawamba, Mark Thomas, the
Badgdaddies and many more, at
Tolpuddle, Dorset, free (charge for
parking and camping) call 0117 947
0521, email southwest@tuc.org.uk or
see tuc.org.uk/colpuddle

20th to 29th July A-Camp 2007, an
anarchist summer camp in Austria, for
details see a-camp.info
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SOCIAL
CENTRES

1in 12 Club

21 Albion Street
Bradford

BD1 2LY

01274 734160
clubmail@1in12.com
www.1in12.go-legend.net

56@ Infoshop

56 Crampton Street
London

SE17 3AE
info@56a.org8.uk
www.56a.0rg.uk

ACE (Autonomous Centre of
Edinburgh)

17 West Montgomery Place
Edinburgh

EH7 5HA

0131 557 6242
ace@autonomous.org, uk
WWWwW._autonomous.org.uk

The Basement Social Centre

24 Lever Sweet

Manchester

M1 1DZ

0161 237 1832
basementbooks@riseup.net
hup://thebasement.clearerchannel.
org/drupal

The Common Place

23-25 Wharf Street

Leeds

1S2 7eQ

0845 345 7334
CPDOOKINESRYano0.co.uk
www.inecommonplace.org.uk

Cowley Ciub,

12 London Road
Brignton

BN1 4JA

01273 696104
www.Cowleyclub.org.uk

Kebele

14 Robertson Road

Bristol

BSS &Y

0117 9399469
REDELESOLBICENE@NnSEup net
WWw.KeDEIECO0P.org
Liverpool Soclal Centre

The Basement, 96 Bold Sueet
Liverpool

L1 4HY

0151 708 7270
carlrealey@aol.com

Seomra Spraoi,

No. & Lower Ormond Quay
Dubhin 1

treland
seomraspraoi@gmail.com
WWW.SE0Mraspraol.org/

Sumac Centre

245 Glaastone Street
Nottngnam

NG7 6HX

0845 458 9595
sumac@veggies.org.uk
‘wWww._veggies.org,uk/sumac/

DO NOT USE FOR FLYPOSTING

SOCIAL CEN

RESOURCE
CENTRES

Blackcurrent Centre

24 St Michael's Avenue
Northampton

NN1 4)Q

01604 633203
www.blackcurrentcentre.org.uk

Lancaster Re-source

Centre (LaRC)

The Basement

78a Penny Street

Lancaster

LAZ 1XN

01524 383 012
markb@gn.apc.org
Wwww.eco-action.org/lancaster

LARC (London Action
Resource Centre)

62 Fieldgate Street
Whitechapel

London

E1 1ES

020 7377 9088
markb@gn.apc.org
www.londonlarc.org/

MERCi
Bridge 5 Mill
22a Beswick Street
Ancoats

Mancnester M4 7HR
0161 273 1736
merci@bridge-5.0rg
www.bridge-5.org/

OARC (Oxford Action
Resource Centre)

Room 1

East Oxford Community Centre
Princes Street

Oxford

0X4 1HU

01865 243 121
oarc@riseup.net
htip://theoarc.org.uk

Oblong

Beulah Hall

2 Beulah Mount
Woodnouse

Leeds

1S6 27

0113 245 9610
us@oblongleeds.org.uk
www.oblongleeds.org.uk

The Unity Centre

30 lorox Street

Glasgow

G51 1AQ

0141 427 7992
Theunitycenlre@olconnect.com
asylurm and refugee support

SQUATTED
CENTRES

ASBO Community Space
33 Burns Sueet
Aboretum/Radiord
Notungham

NG7 4DS
www.asbocentre,org. uk

Camberwell Squatted Centre
192 Warham Street

off Camberwell New Road
London SES

07982 469755
blackirog@alphabetthreat.co.uk
www.56a.0rg.uk/warham.htm|

RampART

15-17 Rampart Street
Whitechapet

London

E12LA
rampart@mutualaid.org
anything and everything

Stepney Squatted Social Centre
Dame Colet House

Ben Johnson Road

London

E1 3NH

janmaat@s036.net {webmaster)

UNHOMED
CENTRES

A-Spire — Squat Autonomous Zone
Leeds

tnfo@a-spire.org.uk
WWW.a-Spire.org.uk

Birmingham Social Centre
Collective
scbrum@aktivix.org

G42 Collective

Glasgow
ga2collective@riseup.net
www.g42collective.net

Georges X Chalkboard

Glasgow

http:/ / georgesxchalkboard.blogspot.
com

RGA Collective

¢/o Ris¢

35-39 London Street
Reading

0118 958 6692
ragecollective@hotmail.co.uk

Matilda
Sheffield
Matilda@lists.riseup.net

Peoples Autonomouys Destination
(PAD)

Cardiff

maymers23@yahoo.co.uk
thepad@niseup.net

Vortex

London

07960 641707
occupiedsocialcenue@hushmail.com

Why don't you
PQ Bax 1TA
Newcaste
NES9 1TA

Realitea Collactive

c/o 3 Eade Road

Norwich

Norfolk

NR3 3EH

01603 663546
nonwichsociaicenue@noumail.co.uk

Nautia have a housing co-op which
they have offered for exhibitions/gigs
eic., on these lists but are looking to
set up a dedicated social centre

BOOKSHOPS

Bookmarks

1 Bloomsbury Street

London

WC1B 3QE

020 7637 1848
enquiries@bookmarks.uk.com
www.bookmarks.uk.com

Broken Arrow

13 Leigham Hall Parade
Streatham High Road

London

SW16 1DR

020 8769 9777
www.brokenarrow-headshop.com

Freedom

84b Whitechape! High Street
London

E1 70X

020 7247 9249
distro@freedompress.org.uk
www.freedompress.org.uk

also the Autonomy Club meeting
room, hacklab and anarchist book
publishers

Housmans

5 Caledonian Road
London

N1 9DX

020 7837 4473
shop@housmans.com
www.housmans.com

Little Thorn Books
73 Humberstone Gate
Leicester

LE1 1WB

0116 251 2002

News From Nowhere

96 Bold Sueet

Liverpool

L1 4HY

0151 708 7270
nin@newsfromnowhere.org.uk
www.newsfromnowhere. org.uk

October Books

243 Portswood Road
Southampton

$017 2NG

023 8058 1030
info@octoberbooks.org
www.0ctoberbaoks.org

Scarthin Books

The Promenade

Scarthin

Cromford

Dsroyshire

DE4 3QF

01629 823272
WWW.SCarninDooks.co.uk

Word Power

43 West Nicoison Street
Edinburgn

EH8 908

0131 662 9112
bOOKS@WOrd-pawer.co.uk
www.word-power.co.uk
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