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CAN CAPITALISM
BE REFORMED?

anarchists say no!
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DON'T KILL HIM FOR GOD'S SAKE!

A cartoon from The March to Death by John Olday, published by
Freedom Press in 1943

r the past month well-meaning
and nol-so-well-intentioned
‘experts’ - from the perennial
octogenarian economist J.K.
Galbraith to the ambitious politician
who-didn't-make-it-to-the-
leadership, Brian Gould, and in
between a David Marquand (another
politician turned academic) and
writers galore: Len Doyal and lan
Gough, authors of A Theory of Human
Need and this year's Deutscher
Memorial lecturers al the LSE, and
this writer's ‘favourites’ Colin Hines
and Tim Lang, authors of The New
Protectionism in a hard-hitting lecture
to The Guardian (22nd Feb). Needless
to say the ‘serious’ press is full of good
advice on how to smooth the rough
edges of the capitalist system and in
the case of The Guardian Will Hutton
does nol spare his punches, and all
are generous with advice to the
Labour Party. Indeed, the editorial in
The Independent on Sunday lells
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al none of them dares (o admit
is that capitalism is rotten to the
core and whatever reforms can be
introduced by a change of
government are purely cosmetic in
the long term. As we wrile these lines,
the Labour Party has issued a 6,000
word programme (Freedom s not on
the Party’s mailing list!) described by
Gordon Brown (The Guardian, 21st
February), the Labour Party's
Shadow Chancellor, as "a new public
partnership initiative, Labour has
transcended the sterdle debate about
public and private Investment,
promoted new ideas for financing
public services and demonstrated the
complete irrelevance of Tory
privatisation dogma®|
He goes on Lloe explain that he, John
prescoll and Robin Cook “will
le"’“ 4 new public-private task
orce 10 fackle the problems of our
crumbling infrastructure” followed by
all Kinds of capjtalist financial jargan:

The New Iden 1x “the challenge of the

FIFTY PENCE

=aAnarchists have never
claimed that liberty will
bring perfection; they simply
say that its results are vastly
preferable to those that
follow authority.”

Benjamin Tucker

GOD
GOES PLC!

he Church of England is up

Tagainst it both spiritually and
financially — and in this ruthless
capitalist world you can't have one
without the other. There are no less
than 11,500 places of worship and
God knows how many shepherds for
the (dwindling) flock. God is a hard
taskmaster. It all has to be paid for
not with ‘pennies from heaven’ but by
the pennies of the congregation and
the conscience money of the rich as
their only passport to heaven (all that
talk of ‘woe unto the rich’ while at the
same time accepting the situation of
‘the rich man in his castle, the poor
man at his gate' is all a bit confusing
and so to make certain the rich can
pay their way ‘upstairs). And they
certainly have done their bit. The fact
that the Church business managers
have by their faulty property
speculations lost no less than £800
million, and the Church is still in
business, gives one some kind of idea
of what is still in the kitty. But fancy
God not giving them good advice on
their speculations. Someone may
remind us that Jesus Christ is said to
have chased the moneylenders from
the Temple, but even the Church
must keep up with the times and the
modern shepherd cannot be expected
Lo survive just on prayers and wafers.

Frank Field MP. a practising
Christian (who we were glad to see
voted for the 16 year olds in the
debate on homosexuals), in an open
letter (o the Archbishop of Canterbury
(The Independent) declares that the
Church of England:
*...now faces a crisis unlike anything since
Cromwell's Protectorate ... The reckless
use of the Church's historic assels may
well lead to less generous increascs in
clergy pensions, cuts in the already mdﬂ;
clergy stipends, or the employment 0
fewer clergy.”

on to give practical
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CAN CAPIT
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lale 90s” and it §s of “using resources
A currently under-used or stagnating™ for
¢ | “pressing needs - in infrastructure,
t | housing and other areas such as the
. fon of childcare”.

£ Nowhere in his long article does Mr
» | Brown suggest how the unemployed -
i | who we are glad o say are among his
“unused resources” waiting for "a change
to contribute their skills and energies™ -
are going to be put back to work under a

Labour when they haven't
the co to declare that if returned to
i.  office they would put into effect their
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stated belief in the “redistribution of
wealth® - which can only be attempted in
a capitalist society by, as we keep saying
in Freedom and without apologies, “taxing
the rich until the pips squeak” (obviously
revolution is too much to suggest to the
well-fed Labour front bench!)

econdly they must stop talking about
mmpeuug' and cultivate instead
among the people of this country the idea
that is not only more efficient
in the long run but also produces a
happier relaxed c .And thisisa
topical reflection seeing that the
government has just upped the
prescription charges. From an anarchist
point of view surely as im t as the
current row about the new charges and of
having doctors prescribe cheaper and less
efficient drugs to keep down the drugs bill
is why is it so huge, bearing in mind that
the NHS prescriptions are only a small
part of it. Alcohol, tobacco and all the
' drugs that are drunk. smoked,
sniffed, etc., surely must represent
Western nations' largest industry. Is it
because we are so pressurised in the
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2 E osperous, competitive
Al gger-your-neighbour Western world
“° that we need all these surrogates?

it must be obvious to everybody

other than the multinationals and
transnationals (for whom it is very
profitable) that there is nothing free about
—— ‘free trade’ any more. The capitalist

CAVE their to where labour is L.
TON 4solin Hines and Tim Lang =7

their Guardian letter (‘Levies on
194  Lestyies', 22nd February):

& te» In Germany, for example, a recent survey of
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But Hines and Lang have to admit that so
- far as environmental levies are
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I;‘ a non-capitalist society it would be
sbvious to all concemed to budld up the
local economies, but under capitalism
such common-sense arguments are not
considered. After all, examples are
topically at hand. The coal industry could
well be completely destroyed in the next
five years, though it is said that we have
in this country reserves of coal for at least
200 years. Yel we are im porting coal from
Australia and Colombia, oil and gas
offshore supplies have a limited life and
the nuclear power programme is political
rather than economic. We import large
quantities of milling wheat {which could
well be grown here if our prairie farmers
were less greedy for yields and subsidies
rather than the quality of cereals needed):
we import large quantities of cheaper
maize from the USA for animal compound
feeds and either export the subsidised
feed wheat at subsidised rates - failing
that it goes into so-called intervention. A

million ton mountain going rotten in
the European Union!

And let us not forget that at present one
million acres of good arable land in this
country is 'set aside’ - that is taken out of
cultivation — a weed bonanza, for which
British farmers have received more than
£800 million this year. 18% of arable land
throughout the European Union has been
set aside, by order. But even now there
are not quotas limiting production of
cereals. So our ‘environmentally’
conscious farmers simply put more
fertilisers, more herbicides and pesticides
on the rest of the land and the cereal
mountains get bigger - as well as the
farmers' bank balances, from the
subsidies alone.

their Deutscher lecture at the LSE
Igoyal and Gough contribute some
interesting thoughts. For instance, when
they criticise orthodox economists for
usually equating “welfare with subjective
wants, not objective needs™. And they
add:

“But the hard-pressed adjust their wants

s to cope with life; the affluent have
new wants created for them. Want satisfaction
cannot provide a metric to compare the welfare
of different societies.”

Unfortunately they do not condemn
capitalism and seek solutions elsewhere.
Indeed they recognise that “mixed
systems can operate with private or
public ownership of the means of
production” but add that “only capitalist
forms are considered here” - that is in
their lecture

Their mnc!‘usions are that:
“Of course, things are grim In parts of the
real world today but it should not be an excuse

for despair. Other countries have achieved
unprecedented gains in need satisfaction. Our
results are clear: it is those soctally regulated
forms of capitalism which do best.”

Thls reluctance even to suggest that
there could be an alternative to the
capitalist system is again illustrated in
David Marquand’s feature article in The
Guardian (Two Heads and a Tale). The
subhead sums up his approach: “There is
an alternative form of capitalism to the

fast-buck opportunism which has
pmdueedmees:au state — If only the
Labour Party could see it". Goodness! The

1e labouring, the working class
But Marquand, like so many

carry conviction only if it « |..;-'|..---:w 8 1w
things

One is that fast-buck capitalism | |
the only kind of capitalism: that ther i
different model, based 1 synthests
competition and collaboration which
<‘T'|\|'-h,-l?\h-|l s pr--'h:- tive power in the long term
rather than profit maximisation in the short;
and that there 1s still time for Britain to opt lor
the collaborative model. The second is that
wpling for the collaborative model will irvilve a
massive lncrease in investment of all sorts, and

ac "f]'f"\[.“'l':'g'l[i." cut in consumplion A

Come off it Marquand! He says that there
is a different model of capitalism “based
on a synthesis of competition and
collaboration™. What a statement to make
Just when British Steel has been fined £24
million for having ‘collaborated’ with
fifteen other steel ‘competitors’ in fixing
prices well above what should have been
the normal price of steel.

Of course capitalists ‘collaborate’ and
‘compete’. They ‘collaborate’ when it's a
sellers market, demand exceeds
production, and they ‘compete’, cut each
other’s throats, when it {s a buyers market
~ that |s over-production.

est some readers may (magine that
L:u;m-hlhi:‘ are [or ‘all or nothing (a lew
ire) we conclude with wise
refllections by Errico Malalesta in 1924 in
i article on Electionist ‘Anarchists” where
he pointed oul that

sOome

*Our good (nends are wasting thelr time when
they tell us that a ittle freedom s betier than

¢ brutal and unbridled tyranny: that a
reasonable working day, e u'..uplr- that allows
people to live better than animals. and
protection of women and children, are

preferable to the exploitation of human labour
1o the point of human exhaustion: or that the
stnte school, bad as it 18, s always better, from
the point of view of the child's moral
development, than schools run by priests and
monks for we are in complete agreement

He went further and maintained that
“even il some minor advances were the
direct result of an elecloral victory,
anarchists should not flock to the polling
booths or cease lo preach their methods
of struggle®,

And he concluded: “Since nio one can do
everything in this world, one must choose
one's own line of conduct”,

(continued from page 1)

Tht’ answer Is a stralghtforward one:
increase the flock. At present it would
appear that Sunday attendance al the
11,500 ‘places of worship’ Is one million,
which is about 87 souls per
establishment. Like all averages, It
doesn't make allowances for the
cathedrals packed with the gentry in their
Sunday finery for all to see, and the
miserable parish church with its dozen
regular OAPs taking their weekly airing
and gossip. To increase the flock at a ime
when those heathens in the House of
Commons are about to vote in favour of
Sunday opening for supermarkets, street
markets, corner shops, the lot, is a
challenge to God which obviously cannot
be taken lightly by his* earthly
representatives. That he never manifests
himself is explained by the God
professionals who ‘know' that God has
given us free will. So he can’t be blamed
when his flock go to war, and lots of wars
are of a religious nature (in spite of the
fact that the belligerents all declare their

* While recognising that 'God' may be ‘he’ or
‘she’, to save space we have used the ‘he’, but
no disrespect to those who think God Is she.
We have no time for *him’ or ‘her’. It's all in the
head, comradel
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will leave you
feeli

An hour this Sunday

GOD GOES PLC!

belief in the one and only God - as in
Bosnia just now).

he answer was provided by the
Church of England’s communications
commitiee when It announced that there
was no ethical bar to advertising Iis
chairman, while accepling thal some of
the faithful believed advertising was
tantamount to ‘supping with the devil’,
thought it could be a “creative, effective,
appropriate, even amusing” means of
putting God on the map. (Note the use of
the word ‘creative’ by the canon. How dare
he?)
The commiltee's 60-page report has the

W title Paying the Piper. Bui who
s the tune?

The advertising boys are raring lo go. For
Instance:

"Paul Slaymaker, nunuy,ln'f director of DFSD
Bozell, said: ‘What is needed (s a catchy phrase
to carry the C of E into the third millennium
and stem the loss of market share (o other
brands.

‘It needs a slogan and | have no doubt what it
should be: "Back to Basles™ - its a useful
phrase going begging at the moment, and we
know that the Church of England can be more
tolerant of naughty vicars than the Government
can be about Its naughty ministers'.”

What a pathetic business it all is. When
will mankind grow up? Ni Dieu ni Maitre!
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Our previous article under the same
title dealt with Russia, and appeared on
8th January 1994.

orthem Minorines is the official term
Ngivcn to the 26 small mbal groups who
live in the area of Northern Russia which
stretches from the Bering Straits to the borders
of Norway and Finland. Although the terrain
1s rough and the climate extremely cold, the
region is rich in natural resources — timber, oil,
coal and gold — and the great rivers are seen as
a potential source of hydro-electricity. Thus
the land of the Northern Minorities became the
object of exploration by giant state companies.
According to the 1989 Census of the USSR

Focus on the ex-USSR

Peoples of the Far North

there were 187,000 members of the Northern
Minorities — only (.06% of the then Soviet
population. Almost everywhere they are in a
small minonty, outnumbered by Russian and
other settler. For many years they were hidden
from the outside world. Today they are
making contact with other indigenous peoples
in Alaska, Canada and elsewhere.

For centuries the native peoples lives in
small-scale societies as hunters, reindeer

— THE CAUCASUS —

The Racist
Yeltsin

§ one can easily imagine, whilst the police

are on the lookout for ‘potential
criminals’ in the street nothing has interfered
with the calm business activities of the
Russian Mafia. Unfortunately, Russian
society seems happy to swallow the stories of
criminal elements from the Caucasus, who are
represented as those responsible for the ills of
the population. Racist articles appear in the
papers, with no protest from the Human
Rights organisations, and the whole of society
seems to use the term ‘person of Caucasian
nationality’ which comes straight from racist
language used by the police. It’s the same old
story of divide and rule.

Here are a few extracts from an article in the
‘Moscow Tribune which, contrary to the
attempts by the western media o convince
their readers that Yeltsin is the strongest (and
only) democrat there, demonsirate that the
activities of the forces of law and order have
nothing to do with real anti-crime activity.

A written order, demanding the ID control of
of the Caucasus with a view to possible
deportation, was sent to all officers concerned
with movement (the GAI) stationed at control
points around Moscow. The text orders the
inspectors (o stop vehicles driven by ‘people
of Caucasian nationality” and to verify their
Moscow residence . If the drivers or
Msdonuhawuﬂamm.theym
refused access (o the town or, having had their
vehicles searched, they are sent 1o the police
station for identification and then deported.
“The aim of these measures is (o free the city
of illegal residents, the majority of whom
come from the Caucasus” declared Andrei
Glduvdev spokesman for the GAL

ves concrete proof that

Face of the
Regime

statements in the face of protestations from the
Caucasian ambassadors,

Last week reports showed that members of
OMON have beaten up Caucasian market
traders and taken their money and personal
effects.

Many Caucasian citizens in Moscow are
refugees having fled from war zones in
Georgia or Azerbaijan. Others work here and
have nothing o do with the crime which is
used to justify their expulsion.

Mikhail Tsovma (KAS International
Co-ordinator)

from Le Monde Libertaire, 27th October
1993

hunters and fishermen. Each group has its own
language, customs and way of life. From the
seventeenth century Russian explorers,
traders and colonists entered their lands and
gradually brought the area under Russian
administration. Some of the native peoples
suffered severely under Russian rule, others
fled to the tundra, while a few tribes
flounished.

Industrialisation

In 1929 a forced rapid industrialisation
campaign began. Land, herds and property
were collectivised (i.e. made state property).
Those who dared protest were killed or
deported to vast prison camps. The
Communist Party under Stalin became
all-powerful. The Tribal Soviets were
abolished and the way was open (o unfettered
industrialisation.

Gradually, the real power leaked away from
the local administration and state-owned
companies Or govemment ministries became
the dominant power, taking over native land
or resources, The lands and herds were
collectivised. In 1934, while only 12% of the
deer herds were in collective ownership, by
1934 it was 89%. Russian and other settlers
poured into the region, in state farms and
labour camps. The Northern Minorities
became a powerless minority in their own

This process accelerated after 1955. First
came the timber companies; in a few years the
far east region lost 30% of its forests. Then
came the oil and gas extraction companies.
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Alsanon was g d prog
Russification. The Soviet Sy, ate pro .
Russian languages and cultyre Hbu”"
others. Native peoples were presy,, &
become as Russian as possible |L
Northern schools naove language (e,

was reduced and replaced by Ruwu
from an early age children were pLu
boarding schools where they log . *
language, culture and traditional skilly

Glasnost and beyond
After 1985 the situation slowly begsy,
change as glasnost allowed once-defencle,
peoples, such as the Northern Minontics,
fund a voice. At first they took their Cases
the administration and the courts bul afi,
these proved ineffective they turned (o publ
protest and press campaigns. The Northen
Minority languages were reinstated mLo ty
school curriculum. Independent nati
organisations were founded. The Flr
Congress of Northern Minorities in 199,
demanded greater political autonomy
including the return of Tribal Soviets
guaranieed land rights in reserved territories
and special measures to preserve thei
languages and cultures.

Like the other peoples of the ex-USSR
Northern Minorities were victims of
totalitarian communism. As a small anf
fragile people, the pressures almost succeede]
in destroying them. Today they face ney
pressures — to regain their raditional lands,
repair past damage, to cope with a free-markg
economy, to achieve human rights in the ney
Russian State. Their voices deserve (0 b
heard in the international community.

Nikolai Vahhti

from Fourth World Review nos 58 and 5
19!
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Aral. The sea of Aral. An inland sea
somewhere over there in the Asian part of
the former Soviet Union,

Geography: some revision for the
examinations season. Fourth biggest inland
seq after the Caspian, Lake Superior and Lake
Victoria, fed by two rivers, to the north the Syr
Daria and to the south the Amour Daria.
Recorded surface in 1960: 67,000 sq km and
41,000 sq km today. Now there’s a funny
thing. We've lost 26,000 sq km (roughly the
size of Belgium). Where have they gone? The
answer lies in the rest of this article.

History; more revision needed here. In the
era of Lenin and the People’s Father Stalin,
socialism was ‘Soviets + Electricity’. The
Soviets in the early days had a libertarian
aspect, given that the people seemed to be
taking control of things themselves; electricity
was equivalent to scientific progress, that is to
say the future! Unfortunately the Soviets
became Bureaucracy & Co., and as for
electricity and more generally the
industrialisation of the economy, well, we'll
see where that has led uvs.

Having set the background I can get back to
the subject in hand: the Aral Sea. 26,000 sq
km has gone down the Swannee. Firstly we
must note than this represents an average drop
in sea level of 14 metres within the framework
of a maximum depth of 40 metres. As one can
imagine, the boats and harbours on the edges
are along way from the water now. So where's
it all gone? Good question. Easy answer. The

— KAZAKHSTAN —

Death of the Aral Sea

proportion. It represents about 500,000 billion
litres. You can see the waste.

Certainly the irrigation plan has seen the
introduction of some orchards, a bit of cotton,
some rice .. but with watering techniques
totally unsuited to a region that enjoys 26°C
in the summer and -13°C in the winter, instead
of an underground drip-feed system which
would limit loss they water the surface, whose
consumption is between 20% and 100%
higher. As far as saline content is concerned,
we've gone from 10 grams per litre of salt to
27 gmms(togwe abench mark, we are talking
zf mu) ic salt levels of about 36 grams per

tre,

This engenders many consequences: no
more fish, In 1957 we were talking of 48,000
tons of sturgeon, breams, carp .. . loday we are
near the zero mark. The canning industry has
fallen on hard times, so the Soviet bureaucrats
came up with the splendid idea of bringing in
frozen fish from the Arctic and Atlantic. Take

‘alook at the map to see what a cracker that one

In thednumes.ﬂnnanm-‘ibh

The ﬁnderground wate:r Ievel ‘within a
170km circumference has dropped down 5
metres. Wells and streams have dried up.

a cropper. Out of the 173 species that we
living in the delta, 38 are left.

As for vegetation, there lies another st
Pasture zones have gone down by B0% u
those that remain give a severely diminishs
refurn.

And to finish on a more Kafkaesque nok,
paper pulping factory has been relocated |
Siberia.

All this affects the 1.5 million inhabitants!
55 towns and villages. There’s been some c
about it on the box, but betier informatioo!
now coming out of the UNESC
organisation, ‘Man and Biosphere' whit
went over there to take a look around all
invitation of the Kazakhstan Republic wi
was beginning to shit itself about the situat
as you would think it might.

It amounts to the horror of pure statism
could well be what you might call!
ecological disaster of the first order. If theps
continues we could well only see some 12/
10 15,000 sq km of water in ten years time

!mhemotamlogy‘ i

the book we read: “Inordu'mpmw
undesirable changes in the planey

There is no drinking water. On the other hand

acohgmlptmunfavo\mn
there has been a tripling of disease. Infant :

mortality is 100 in every 1,000 ... it's because
the water, apart from the mineral salts, is
overloaded with so many shitty chemicals.

Mthcydimmhmyshmmmm
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was reminiscing with a veteran anarchist,
and he was talking with great animation
about his recollections of childhood in Central
London in the 1920s. It was evident that while
rather strictly reared, he enjoyed a freedom of
the street which is quile unimaginable today.
And not only that. The street scene itself was
full of interest and stmulation. I was reminded
of my encounter with a witness from an earlier
generation who was granted the freedom of
the street at an even younger age. His name
was Albert Eide Parr, a Norwegian New
Yorker.

I should explain that I used to have a rather

Spurious reputation as an authority on urban
childhood. This arose by chance. In the early
1970s 1 wrote, with Anthony Fyson, a book
called Streetwork: the exploding school,
addressed to teachers. At that time the climate
of primary and secondary education was
happier, much less constrained and far more
optimistic than it is today. Teachers felt
encouraged to experiment, and we were
exploring the potenualities and the methods
for the use of the urban environment as a
resource for schools. Those were the
expansive days when in several North
American cities projects like the Parkway
Project in Phildelphia, Metro High School in
Chiacago and Méro Education Montréal,
with the support of their local education
authorities, sought to use the facilities that the
city uself provided, rather than a school
building, as the physical equipment for
secondary education.

At the same ume [ edited a book on
Vandalism, an uneasy marriage of the
sociological and architectural approaches
towards the atriion of the environment. Its
conclusion, in the early 1970s, was bleak, for
what [ wrote was:

“Our conventional and all too plausible picture of
the immediate future is that it will be like today only
more 50: a mobile urban mass society, heavily
dependent on the motor car in whose interests huge
areas of the inner city are cut up by motorways with
acres of sterilised no-man's-land, taken up by
traffic intersections, crossed by rat-runs for the
remaining pedestrians. The affluent meritocracy
commuies to the business district or lives in the
expensively renovated inner suburbs, the skilled
and semi-skilled workers employed by
international companies live in vast estates on the
outskirts or in the tower blocks left over from the
1960s, while the permanently unemployed and the
fringe drop-outs for whom idleness is less
degrading than work, inhabit the transitional
districts of run-down municipal or privately-rented
housing. Can we seriously imagine that such an
environment will be less prone to vandalism than
the one we inhabit today? Or that some
combination of education, exhortation and more
efficient policing will reduce its extent? What is
more likely is that the litter-strewn, windswept
public spaces of the future metropolis will be more
unkempt, battered and bedraggled because of the
high cost and low prestige of maintenance work (in
spite of unemployment) and that the spin-off of
consumer technology will provide facilities for
Even in formulating this kind of sober
warning, what | had failed 1o anticipate was
that in the next decade, instead of watching
public policies which alleviated the

surroundings of vrban childhood and
adolescence, we were 0 winess a whole
series of decisions by central government that
seemed calculated o make matters worse, not
least by obliging local authorities 0 curtail

— ANARCHIST NOTEBOOK —

Streets of Childhood

My exploration of the interaction between
children and the built environment was
gratifyingly well-received, and of course I got
recruited to discuss it at conferences of
teachers and social workers. There I found that
the book was seen as one more catalogue of
urban deprivations. And indeed, I often met
people who assumed that it was the city, the
‘concrete jungle’ as they frequently called it,
that was responsible for the curtailment of
childhood experience, but that I ignored the
hidden deprivations of their assumed
opposite, rural life. So I was obliged to
undertake yet another book, trying to get
beyond the sentimental mythology that
surrounds our approach to the experience of
childhood in the country. Now I found in
several countries, while addressing teachers
and students on the environment as a learning
experience, that they would dig into their bags
and briefcases and produce a reprint or
translation of an article by Albert Eide Parr
about “The Happy Habitat’. Dr Parr was the
former director of the American Museum of
Natural History who, in his retirement,
became a campaigner for a more diversified
and interesting street scene than the one we
know, which is a commercial townscape
redeveloped for the benefit of the out-of-town,
male, middle-aged and middle-class motorist.
He did in his nineties in 1991. The passage that
we all remembered was his account of the
environmental diversity of a small Norwegian
port, Stavanger, in his childhood:

“Not as a chore, but as an eagerly desired pleasure,
I was often entrusted with the task of buying fish
and bringing it home alone. This involved the
following: walking to the station in five 1o ten
minutes, buying a ticket; wau:hmg train with
coal-burning steam locomotive pull in; boarding
train; riding across long bridge over shallows

ing small-boat harbour (on the right) from
ship's harbour (on the left), including small naval
base with torpedo boats; continuing through a
tunnel; leaving train st terminal, sometimes
duwdhngmkx*nmlmadeqmpmum,walhn;by
and sometimes entering fisheries museum; passing
central wwn park where military band played

during midday break; stolling by central shopping
and business district, or, alternatively passing fire

station with horses at ease under suspended

harnesses, ready w go, and continuing past
centuries-old town hall and other ancient buildings;
loration of fish market and fishing fleet;

Wslestion of fish; bagsling about price; purchase
.udmnlnnn. gt

The conclusions that these surveys reported
were that 9% year olds in 1990 had typically
the same freedom of movement that 7 year
olds did in 1971. And the authors of the survey
rcpnrt noted that this change had happened
“largely ... unremarked and unresisted” and
that “children have lost out ... without society
apparently noticing.” Their findings are that:

“Whereas nearly three quarters of the children in
1971 were allowed to cross roads on their own, by
1990 the proportion had fallen o a half. There was
an even more marked decline in the proportion
allowed to use buses on their own: half were
allowed 1o do so in 1971 in contrast to only one in

- seven in 1990, In comparing the proportion of

children allowed to cycle on the roads, it should be
noted that whereas two-thirds owned a bicycle in
1971 ownership had increased to nine in ten by
1990. However, two-thirds of the cycle owners in
1971 said that they were allowed to use them on the
roads; by 1990 this proportion had fallen to only a
quarter. Perhaps, most disturbingly, very few
children are allowed out after dark by their parents
- effectively a curfew for them. Younger children
are most affected, with the difference, as would be

| Ik expected, declining with age: few 11 or 12 year olds

meet the demands of the motorist has stolen
childhood experience from every subsequent
generation of children. The most recent
rcpmclucuon I have seen of Parr's recollection
was in a journal that reprinted it without
comment juxtaposed with a quotation from a
book of rhyming survival tips for the "90s
child: “Never play with footballs in the middle
of the street / Don’t take anything from
strangers — money, games or sweets” (The
Streetwise Kid, 1992). The item was headed
“Progress of Enclosure”, linking the historic
private sequestration of common ground with
the situation of the contemporary child with
considerably less unaccompanied access to
public space in today’s environment than was
taken for granted by earlier generations.

This deferment of independent access to
anywhere outside the home was illustrated by
my conversation with the veteran anarchist,
but can be seen in conversation with different
generations of any family. Ask a grandparent,
a parent or a child, the age at which they were
first allowed to play in the street, go on an
ermand, or to the park to ride their bicycles
unaccompanied, and the age of independence
gets higher in every generation. An attempt
was made to evaluate this in 1971, with a
comparison in 1990 in five areas of England,
replicated by a study in West German schools.
The researcher, Mayer Hillman, explained the
work in terms of the idea that ‘universal’ car
ownership was a guarantee of personal
mobility:

“In a statement about the role of the car in today’s
society, travel was described by Paul Channon, a
former Transport Secretary, as ‘a barometer of
personal independence'. Measured by this
barometer, there has been a marked improvement
in personal independence over the last two decades
for those adults who have acquired cars. What
happens if children's personal independence is
measured on this barometer? The study ...
approached this issue through the medium of
perceptions of safety as reflected in parental
regulation of their children’s freedom to get around
on their own, and the resulting effect both on
children's and parent's patterns of activity. The
research was given a temporal dimension by
focusing on changes during the two decades in the
six ‘licences’ given to children by their parents — o
cross roads, use buses, go (0 school and other places
on their own, o cycle on the public highway, and
1o go out after dark."”
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now or indeed then would accept such restrictions

' on their independence. Although more journeys are

made for social and recreational purposes than for
school, only about half of the 7 o 10 year olds who

+ were allowed to go to these places on their own in

1971 were allowed to do so in 1990, And no parents

' of the 7 year olds allowed their children to go out
" alone after dark, a restriction that is removed only

for six per cent of the 11 year olds.”

It was found that the comparable German
children had much greater freedom and that
the gender distinctions that in England
allowed far more independence o boys than
w0 girls were far less evident in Germany, apart
from that of being allowed out after dark.
Parents in England tended to give the
unreliability of their children or the fear of
their being assaulted or molested by an adult
as the reason for restriction of their
independent mobility, but traffic dangers were
more frequently cited by the German parents.
Some kind of balance has to be struck. But
does it lie in yet more restriction of children’s
freedom of movement, or in ‘taming’ traffic?
Mayer Hillman tentatively asks a key
question, which is whether “the damaging
outcomes of the growing parental restrictions
on children revealed in our surveys may be
associated with some of the anti-social
behaviour observed among the current
generation of teenagers?”

Earlier investigators of the experience of
childhood, John and Elizabeth Newson, found
that they got an instant response to the very
simple question “Would you call him/her an
indoor or an outdoor child?” Mothers
responded with answers that revealed both
class and sex differences. Today it is almost
taken for granted that to have an outdoor child
means endless worry and trouble. The outdoor
child is up to no good. The indoor child takes
advantage of the same home-centred lifestyle
enjoyed by adulis: central heating, television
with an infinite choice of channels or videos,
computers and computer games. Our
assumption of course is that the child has
access 1o all these alternatives to traditional
experiences in a wider environment, or will
find them in the homes of more affluent
friends.

But if we are attempting w0 evaluate the
opportunities for childhoods in late twentieth
century Britain we are bound to conclude that
something precious has been lost in the range
of environmental expcnence.s open to
children. The press reported in 1993 on the
case of a l4yearoldmth38mwmmsfur
burglary who had absconded for the 36th ime
from a children’s home. He was nicknamed
Rat Boy, because he had the habit,

developed
like an urban jungle child, of making a lair for
himself in the heating ducts of high buildings.
Somehow adult choices have created a world
in which we only mmmmm
at home with all &ammsuﬁ!mm
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couple of days after refusing 0 ban
tohacco advertsing on the grounds of
individual freedom the government, without
apparent wony, announced & new crackdown
on soft drugs. Appareatly it is all aght o give
yourself lang cancer, as long as you pay tax
on its cause, bul smoking an untaxed
substance with known medical virues must
mncur severer penaltes. It 18 hard © come 10
terms with the mind-set of people so
concerned with penalising victimless crimes,
The same mob plays down the Scott Enquiry
revelations, explains away the asing numbers
of homeless, discounts the temifying increase
in racial attacks, and ignores the nsing
mortality rates among the lower income
groups. Moral fasudiousness is hardly the
most characteristic auribute of any
fovernment, let alone one whose flagships
were Wesmminster and Wandsworth Councils
and which 13 sall facing the Pergau Dam and
Matrix Churchill affairs. Nevertheless
Michacl Howard (Soapy Michael as he's
known in our house) persists in defending a
course that has managed (o bring papers,
police and magistrates, a5 well as the usual
Suspects, out against him.,

On the surface there appears 10 be a curious
mability to learn from other places and ames.
In the twenties 1t was predictable that the
enactment of Prohibiton would hand the
Amenican liquor trade over 1o organised
cime. Today a casual glance at the steet
crmne and murder rates of Amernican big cities
mﬁﬁm&cmm&:.gavcmmum
recovered. The man m charge of Prohibition
was, after repeal, put in charge of marithuana
control. Some people just like banning things.
There were predicably disastrous results. A
weed that once grew wald over large areas of
Amenica came under gang control. Market
Eumandasoualassnmumwxzhancgedly

substances did the rest.
2 tendency 1o ms{u

mdharddmgshamallbccnhclda:umw
be the causes of poverty, ill health,
delinquency and general social degradation.
Most of these arguments confused cause and
effect and failed to distnguish the effects of
the drug from the effects of operating mn an
illezal marker

One might have expected that Britain would
leamn some lessons from this but having seen
the Great American Disaster we seemed
deummadwmmesmcmophc.h

Sideshows and Centralism

- Soapy Mick’s

noeds were met by NHS prescriptions. There
was no black market 10 speak of, no real
problem, A panic followed the revelation that
some doctors appeared 10 be over prescabng,

the Brain Committee came up with the idea of

restricting supply (o specialist centres, and the
villains moved into the gap. Then m the late
1970s the Government ordered the Drug
Dependency Units 1o cut back on supphes ©
addicts. Once there was a market Siuation
addiction problems became exponenual just
as cnminologists, sociologists and medical
workers had predicted. The cime rate 100k off
as well of course. Now fifty per cent (that's
right one half) of all burglanes, muggmgs and
similar are committed by junkies to feed their
habit. The privatisanon of banned drug supply
meant that all of us, not just vsers ended up
paymg a lot more. How much beuer if things
been left as they were. Now something that
was not & problem for the majority of the
populanon has become an epidemic. Michael
Howard must know this. So why is he
persisung?

Another diversion occurred i the proposals
over 50 called “computer pomn’ reaching the
House of Commons. This (00 has senious
implications. If these proposals go through
then simple suspicion will allow & computer
to be mmpounded until cleared of
‘pornographic content’. This creates
considerable scope for ruining people whose
livelihood depends on access o a computer.
Small firms will be particularly vulncrable. So
will small dissenung groups like Freedom
Press, or any manonty the authorites wish o
hassle. Every PC owner could be “done for
suss’. If innocent the hardware might be
rewrned with apologies for mconvemence
but, one suspects, without compensanon for
the losses mcumed. Dunng Bruiser Baker's
spell at the Home Office a study it
commissioned on the social effects of
pomography found the evidence madequale
a«..agmdctopohcym(um We count
the interesting suggestion that people with
sexual problems were exposed 1o
pomography later m hife) Anybhow there are
massive technical problems involved in using
computers and bulletin boards for graphic
erotica — its mfinitely cheaper 1o look at the
newsagent's top shelf.

The real target 1 suggested in Freedom last
year ("Bullenns of Freedom®, 24th July 1993)

a m-smoka I certainly dxdn t

here there’s smoke,
there’

s fire

dnsmau:samal mmw

ﬁocmofdnaf«dmwmnganm
gloom is something of interest © ibertanians.
Smoking cigareues i1s now largely the
pusaveofd:cpooranddnbad!yaducawd,
who are also the most conservauve sector of
the population and the least likely to mobilise
around issucs. But there they were, up on their
feet, self-organised and engaged m a form of
c:wl dxsobedxencc Furlhermotc. they

 solution?

1s the BBS and the free access 1o information
it represents. Battles that were won over books
now have 1o be I.mgh[ dgain over compulers.
A failure 10 win these battles will add another
weapon (o the authonities” perpetual attempts
1o cut down on freedom and dissent, However
that 15 probably & side effect, a bonus for the
government.

Agamn we have 10 ask the reason for this
curious sideshow at this ume? I cannot
remember anything quite like the chorus of
disapproval that has greeted Michael
Howard’s two “law "n' order” bills,
particularly the attack by Conservative peers
on the proposed enlargement of the Home
Secretary’s powers. Almost as extraordinary
was the attack by Drug Squad officers,
magistrates and others on the projecied
five-fold increase in drug fines. Those of us
who think it imponant O Oppose rEpressive
legislation and concentration of power at the
centre found we had some of the most unlikely
allies of our hives during the past month.

The reasons g0 deeper than the need for what
Hugo Young has termed “the smack of firm
unreason’ so beloved by party conferences.

n]ru._'\ with the $OCial
evil

i’\l“ s part of the Iree m;
the re; |_|, Icason th_]u-ul I
order” bills

attacks on local
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AUlOncy My and o =] »
freedom, their centralisagic % of pol hu:l Iy
therr demonmsation of mg AN, | h{_ll
areal collapse of the normative order, wi
disintegration of society in (he

Lace of "'
economic and social Privation that :-4.':
created, the GOVEMIUETL Canl only try ud 1,
the lid on by a combination of 1““'“(11'..14"1_.1
centralism, displacerment stape Roating and
sideshows. It 18 ignormg the ey l«.u Dout
the effects of s economic and Social poie,.
the way previous gOVErnments ignore ‘-_'._
evidence on drugs. T‘hc growth of cnme (g
so concerns them is a product of the move |
a totally market society. It 1s the marky
society that needs to be changed. This can te
done, as in the past, by awareness and popula
pressure. Market capitalism may OF 4y
have been an inevitable historica
development. Our market sociery though'ss e
result of ideological fixation in Britain b
America. It can be changed by populd
pressure if enough of us want it. We moust oot
be sidetracked by Soapy Michael's mept
CIrcuses.,

John Pilgrim

The increase n Crime s extraordmary and is
affecting us all. The causes are Obvious —
INCIEAsing Income inequality, the deliberate
engineering of a new poverty, and mosl
importantly the withdrawal of public
provision of basic support and services. This
support in the posl-war years prevented
demand from fluctuating as wildly as it might
have done. It minimised structural
unemployment and kept the vicums of
capitalist organisation from (ormRing Lo
thieving as [ was forced to do in the mid "80s.
The withdrawal of this support comes just
when the demand for a mobile labour force has
weakened the support that used 1o be given by
local commumnes. It has weakened it at jost
the ume that economic insecurities and
growing deprivation have made such support |
as ImporEnt as it was i the "30s.

The problem is that Britain and America
have been moving from societies with market
economies, where privale gain was the basis
of economic Organisation, o market societies
where all areas of social life are increasingly
mediated by the the necessity for personal
gain. Market capitalism was patchy,
predatory, and given 10 violent fluctuations.
Because 1t was geared 1 subjective wants
rather than objective needs it cansed appalling
suffering. As a method creating and
distributing goods, albeit as a side effect of the
production of profit, it worked after a fashion.
It worked best when its _operations were

ther de ot
means Or ano! vc.lopc.d regulatory
mechm © cope with its failures and

Beer and
Anarchy

he yeur was 1973 and the place was ahod
bar on the Isle of Man. The fricndl
barman gave this young Canadian s firs
wste of “real ale’, Over the course of severd
nights he led me through them all, bitten,
porters, stouts, ales and barley wine. [ poised
t0 a Harp Lager. He winced and shouted "Ye
don’t want that, it’s nothing bur angel:
water™
Upon retuming 1o the Great White Nom
with a new and permanent addiction, I bepa
a desperate search for beer. First uncoverst
was a domestic made-under-licence Guinnes
— which tasted hike charcoal, nothing like te
creamy black stff I'd knocked back in e
UK. The only altemative was (0 buy the {5
mmponed beers stocked in the higuor sue
chicfly Newcastle Brown at three dollas:
botde, high-priced with import duty &
protection for the monopolists’ pig-swill.
In the 1980s the beer simation begas &
change. Many people wok op homebrews!
and 1t was possible 1o turm out some reasonsi
bitter. CAMRA groups helped encourage
first micro-breweries (o develop. A coupled
homebrewers setup an illicitunderground (&
in their home and we were soon consums
and comparing brews on Sunday afternoos
More and more people began cajoyme &
taste of genuimne beer and soon a pumber?
establishments were offering micro-brews
mmmmmmmmm-'
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Conference |
Report

he East Midlands Anarchist Conference, held |

on 19th February at Derby, saw 30 people in
attendance from towns and cities in the area
including Belper, Burton, Derby, Leicester,
Loughborough, Manchester, Nottingham,
Shefficld and Swadlincote.

In the morning we started with a brief
introductory session after which the conference
divided into workshop groups to discuss:

o Community resistance

 Anarchist relations with the ‘left’, rade unions
and the labour movement

* Racism and fascism

® Production of a bulletin
Comrades from Nottingham's ‘Flux’ collective
provided a bookstall with the cooperation of
Mushroom Books. ‘Mick’ from Loughborough
provided carrot and coriander soup, cheese and
bread for all present during the lunch break.

The afternoon session saw reports back from the

various workshops of the momning and there wasan |

interesting debate and exchange of views. Many
new contacts were made between those present.
Practical decisions were made to hold further
mectings/conferences in the area. Leicester
Anarchists are arranging a conference for the
weekend of 2nd-3rd April at the Magazine Pub,
Newarke Street, Leicester. Also it was decided to
produce a monthly bulletin for anarchists in the
Midlands to exchange ideas and informarion — this
will be available from March 94 onwards. Any
information, short articles, news, details of events,
etc., should be sent to J. Simcock, ¢/o The Rainbow
Centre, 88 Abbey Sweet, Derby, by Samirday 15th
March. Finally we would like to thank *Cliff” and
The Rainbow Cenrre for the use of their premises.

y the ume you read these words you will
have surely seen the video, read the story
in the newspapers and heard all about it

| through the grapevine.

The ‘state’ of Wandstonia is different
nature to all other states we, as anarchists,
have consistently opposed. In the light of the
nature of this particular emergent state is this

| something we can, or have (o, come (o [erms

with?

Many people regard the existence of
Wandstonia as an incredible occurrence, and
before 16th February with its tremendous
impact, something in the nature of a fantasy.

However, Wandstonia has been de facto
recognised by the fifth estate (by the main
newspapers and the main television stations)
s0 it is by no means a finished issue.

Whatever the outcome, the recognition,
however belated, of the sovereignty of
Wandstonia has brought this
anarchist-inspired ‘state’ very much into the
political foreground.

Politically, this has come at the worst tme
for the beleaguered Conservative
‘government’ in the midst of arms sales
scandals currently under mvestgarion.

It 1s openly said that the MI11 roadway
contract was given to the builders after a
£100,000 donation to Conservative Party
funds. No government in living memory has
been hanging on, without an ounce of support
in the country, for so long. But whether the
government 1S now forced to resign 1s not so
mportant to us as the consideration, which is
no longer remote, of a complete change in
political structures, of which this
Wandstonian type of anarchist thinking is one

Through the
anarchist press

of the examples.

We must not forget also that it was another
extremely serious, effective, but brilliantly
good humoured anarchist group, the working
Class War, which brought down the previous
govemnment, although it also enabled a coup
to take place in true Banana Republic style,
which secured the sneaky premiership of the
present prime minister who is still hanging on
1o office. That the banana skin on which the
Conservative advenmurers should slip was o
be seven well-designed houses with gardens
for family occupatuon in Wansicad, was
difficult to foresee.

From now on events will escalate at a rapid
pace, the M11 Link Campaign has announced
‘operation roadblock™ staring 15th March
(081-530 5709).

The only reason that the Ministry of
Transport was able to mount this operation
was becanse a vast amount of money was
spent on procuring labour. It was admitted by
the ‘government’ side that costs of £200,000
were incurred on the day alone On payments
to 800 police, 200 riot police, 700 reserves,
plus the bailiffs and their mechanical
equipment.

That anarchist economics works was
actively demonstrated once again. The

defenders were all sovereign individuals who
contributed their own sovereigns and from the
anarchist side of the operation cost nothing.
That is the simple fact of anarchist economics:
nobody, not the 300 occupiers, not the 200
sympathisers, were there because of
‘payment’. No money would have been
adequate ‘payment’ for this resisiance. As
Aeschylus put it in his play for the Persians,
nun uper panton agon, “the fight is now for
your all”.

The confrontation was deadly. Everybody
there hated the futlity of it all. But the drama
had to be enacted, nobody was willing to stop
this farce of communal ineptitude.

Silver gave the commands which only Gold
could countermand. No, this 1s not a line of a
poem but the code-names which the police
used on the day to disguise the name of their
commanders.

alking of videos it would be good to know
if anybody has compiled a hst of films
which document anarchist activites. The
excellent "Dare to Dream’ by Marianne
Jenkins comes to mind. It would be good
refresh memories of glorous doings in the
past. I personally was reminded of Wanstead's
proximity to Ilford where there was a lot of
squatting acuvity in the '60s with ample
television coverage, but without success. [
remember a brilliant documentary by Monica
Foot on a commercial channel which lingered
on a Freedom headline: “Defend the
Homeless'!
John Rety

Freedom of speech is reduced even

s New titles available
eus sgon ° . °
oo o further in Britain
1 he new Criminal Justice Bill currently passing  propaganda machine convince the population that
MaCleel Case AG%ETDE]‘%E};E ﬁ%ﬂiﬁrﬂ m_rgzgh l::::]:_],'la.menlésha:udlhi.n it a number of  criminals are not human beings rying to survive in
- clanses that are intended to criminalise acts thatare  the wacky world of -:a_pil.alism. This law will fuel
POStp Oned agaln Pamphlets of Alex Comfort currently more social and civil law. These are the  thisillusion and add toitthe political actof stopping

s older readers know well, the
MacDonalds hamburger chain claim that
some leaflets published years ago are

edited and with an introduction by David Goodway
Articles published between 1943 and 1986 1n the

journals War Conumentary, Freedom, Now, Peace News
and elsewhere, together with the pamphlet

criminalising of hunt saboteurs for respassing on
land and preventing a ‘lawful’ actviry, the laws
preventing travellers from parking anywhere and
the burcaucrats obligation w0 provide sites for
ravellers and making squatting criminal rather than

hunting, an act in itself both immoral and cruel.
Most hunt saboteurs are there because of their
beliefs, and making them criminal again has echoes
of fascism.

In addition the laws outlawing wtavellers and

defamatory, and are suing two of the Peace and Disobedience (1946). it e squarters is both immoral and disgusting. For the
publishers, our comrades Dave Morris and 168pages  ISBNO9DO384719  £5.00 Itis bad enough thar the government feels obliged  homeless, squatting is often a means (o an end o
Helen Steel, for ibel. Wnits were issued nearly 10 pass laws that affect a minority group whohave  avoid the choice of the strects. Their predicament
three years ago, © oo chosen to, orin the case of squarters have nochoice,  having been created by a housing policy that is
Dave and Helen, who have no money, will but to act accordingly for whatever reason, and  designed to favour wealth rather than seei
defend the case themselves and havg been HERBERT REA D demonstrate their feelings. housing as a social need. e
ready for years. MacDonalds are employmg a A One-Man Manifesto HOW?"W there are wider m?hcanom, especially Unless people wake up and take collective action
high-powered legal team who have delayed | |and other writings for Freedom Press| | regarding the clause affecting bunt saboweurs.  against any government, those in power will

the case. Evenmally the case was booked for
Monday 28t February. Dave and Helen’s
supporters spent the last of their funds on
informing people of the date (including
leafletting the customers in a number of

edited and with an introduction by David Goodway
The complete texts of all the articles, broadcasts,

reviews, poems and speeches of Herbert Read published
1n the anarchist journal Spain & the World and its

Remember the clanse suggests it will be a criminal
offence to respass on another’s land and preventa
lawful activity. This could be and would be used o
cover a wide range of scenarios from pickels o
public demonstranions and actions. In effect it will

continue to behave as they do, passing laws and
rules to suit their whims and undermining people’s
freedoms. Any attempt at protest will become more
difficult as government continues o reat people as
unable o think and act for themselves and show

T———

successors Revolt!, War Commentary and Freedom, add to the enormous range of laws already  their dissatisfaction for the current system thar
MacDonald's shops). People tmed up at the from 1938 to 1953, together with the pamphlets suffocating freedom of speech, assembly and  oppresses rather than liberates. We don’t need o
law courts in the Strand expecting the The Education of Free Men (1944) and choice, as well as uphold the authority of those in  demonstrate against the BNP and other extreme
4 beginning of the case. Art and the Evolution of Man (1951). Po'l‘;:cwse mli s seivams tiﬁzsht?; and (lscga.l sysiem.  anthoritarian groups, when those in power are
But on 16th Febrary, the judge had granted | clauses have ec of Nazi Germany and  already behaving in a manner similar to those
’ mpmﬁsammmmfnmcpmm Rimes IS PRPNEIE TSR destroy any myth about democracy and freedom  groups.
U they had served another 48 — another o o i o] being one and the same thing. As anarchists we are How long must we wait for people (o reject the
¢l % ight — wimess ts. The A probably already aware of this, but for those who  system as it exists. It won't be long before papers
o isj;xj 2 mmscsmm = hearing aren't and reading this paper for the first ime, take  like Freedom are seen as a threat to those in power,
® pecied : ezl mon:hs. . A 84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 70X note, but by then there won't be anybody left 1o protest.
The new starting date is 18th April. Q We have already seen this government's lics and Chris Platts
id
l‘lﬁ ._._J P'm thinking of makingita | Thatwil wassenthe Yes, butic will improve
¥ | criminal offence tobein police custody. | - cuisae figures 4 the detection rate.
(¢
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- Dot venas  NONSENSe about Gender: oo,
mi)l m“m E‘?I::;::cal(lj (1;;3’(; I;::fdg: ’ ° @ ® P;c“l“ Wfik a true prophet; alth >ug;inllleurhf

| (masculine, feminine or neuter). The learning let S Sthk tO plaln EngllSh iberties, our dignity, and our right o G

| of French was made difficult because although

most words referring to male people and  modern American sociology, particularly that

of the loonier sort of ultra-feminist variety, is

very unhappy about sex and would seem to

wish to abolish it. The modern nonsense about

‘gender’ is the resull, and this side of the

Atlantic it has become trendy in some quarters

to refer (o “gender’ where ‘sex’ is meant. Let

us not try 1o be trendy; let us stick to plain
English and say what we mean,

Some American wrilers attiempt o make

“gender’ refer to more than ‘sex’. Thus Albert

Brok writer:

animals were of the masculine gender, and
female people and animals generally took the

'| feminine gender, this was not always the case:

- abird was [e oiseau even though she laid eggs,

¢ and a male frog, however often he might

H a-wooing go, was la grenouille. When 1 came

| 10 leam German 1 had to bother about the

- neuter gender. However female a maiden was,

1 she had to be referred 10 as neuter - das

| Madchen.

- We are now faced with a form of Newspeak,
which emanates from America, which tries o
avoid the big, bad word sex by calling it
‘gender’. It will be remembered that in

Orwell’s book Nineteen-eighty four the state

ned 1o control people’s thinking by inventing

“Whatever else gender might be, it is clear that it is
a concept embedded in and linked to social and
cultural reality. Kaplan (1990) notes that ‘gender
refers to concordances of sex (male/female) with
various social ideals of masculinity and femininity’

Newspeak, a horrid form of debased English ... From a psychological point of view, gender
: which set« "mmmeandfm issues can b;discusscdinmms of gender role and

‘new meanings on it The rationale of this was ~ gender identity.”

that as the English language was a means of Byt in the very same book* another

ik g I'I.I'_I__'g.ill \dbe y

distorted so that “thoughterime” (thinking in = Barbara R. Weinrib (editor), Gender issues

channels other than those approved of by the

! < across the Life Cycle, 1992, New York, Springer
state) would be abolished. A great deal of

Publishing Co.

d for Thought ...
nd Action!

of racism, nationalism, fascism and nazism don't
help anyone. Some of the other articles are much
better, including one on resisting the imposition of
VAT on fuel. 16 pages, S0p.

The Prosperous Few and the Restless Many by
Noam Cho ian Press, The Real S

ed in 1949 in R was la
nsiated into French, and this is the first English
tanslation. It is & short description of one man's

held

thoughts on a wide range of topics. Here we are
treated 1o his views on the wars in former
Yugoslavia; GATT and NAFTA; class in the
the roots of racism; the Pentagon's Somalia

contributor, W. James Cosse, maintains that
“gender refers to the biological sex of the
individual”, and he couldn’t put it plainer than
that! Which definition are we to accept? It
seems to me that these academics, in trying to
elaborate a Newspeak, have got themselves

into a fine old mess. Suppose we abandon the

Newspeak and refer to English as it is spoken

and written on this side of the Atlantic; in fact,

to the Oxford English Dictionary:

“Gender, grammatical classification (or one of the
two, or three, classes) of objects roughly
corresponding to the two sexes and sexlessness
(MASCULINE, FEMININE and NEUTER; sce also
COMMON EPICINE), (of nouns and pronouns)
property of belonging to such class, (of adjective)
appropriate form for accompanying a noun of any
such class; (joc.) sex. Hence genderless a. [f. OF
gen(d)re f. L. GENUS]

This is from the Concise OED. It will be noted
that at the end it gives the meaning of ‘sex” as
‘joc.’ (jocular), that is, when people are trying
to be funny, they may refer to a man’s sex as
his ‘gender’. I think that there is some merit in
referring to the dictionary when we are
discussing the meaning of words, instead of
playing Humpty Dumpty with them, for
although English words and usage are always
changing over time, the dictionary is our only
bastion against the various forms of
Newspeak which pressure groups seek to foist
on us and confuse our thinking. I agree with
Orwell that the English language is worth
defending. I think that all who regard
themselves as writers, even if they wrnie (0
Freedom very occasionally, have a heavy
responsibility on them. They are the
custodians of that precious commodity,
language, without which we are mere beasts,
and cannot strive for freedom of thought.

| When the year 1984 came and went we

congratulated ourselves that our
comparatively civilised society had not

ourselves freely is not absolutely controljy
by a brutal and sinister Thought Police, ther
are forces at work which would Iijers,
mtroduce a form of Newspeak.
Most educated and sophisticated adults gy,
laugh at the ridiculous language of ‘poli.
correctness’, but there are children and you,
people who are being subjected p by
insidious pressures of the media Which pyryey
an impoverished and baszard_i_wd form of
English. Historically, language is changing )|
the time, as it has done over the centuries, ang
sometimes the changes are not for the better
It is obviously more efficient and elegant &
inquire ‘Where went you in London, and wha
saw you there?’ than to use the modem
construction of “Where did you go in London,
and what did you see there?’ The pervasive
and clumsy word ‘did’ has come 1O Sy
because we sound pedantic if we use U
earlier construction. Writers, the custodians ©.
the language, have been lax in letting this
unfortunate change take place. In our
responsible position of guardians of the
language, and hence of freedom of thought.
we should endeavour to see that the changes
that take place enrich the language, not
impoverish it. We should not let an mcorred
meaning of a word take the place of a correa
meaning, as with ‘gender instead of “sex.
Here the motivation of the perverters of
language is obvious; it is because they object
to the word sex on principle: their campaign
is part of the wave of the new prudery, thal
emanates largely from the extreme of the
lesbian-feminist movement of America.
Champions of freedom ofmough:,dono}lcx
us burn our dictionaries; they are not periect
but they are all we have. When some Humpiy
Dumpty claims that a word means what he or
she, or their political group. claims it (0 mea2
we can always look it up in the dictionary and
refute them.

dlly

Tony Gibson

Chaos: science’s new toy

Theory and Anarchism’ (22nd January)
discussed the theory as if everyone

there (solution: it executes a smoot
sinusoidal wobble forever).

Now imagine a similar object whos
acceleration over time is proportional ©
displacement X elapsed time. This is callel
nonlinear because it has two unknown
multiplied by each other, and has no exa’
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Joke of
the month

Dear Editors,
Your leader writer in the 19th February
issue rather misses the point in his

references to the Institute for Fiscal
Studies” recent report on the effects of
tax changes, “The latest survey
(Guardian, 9th February)™. It is not a
question of telling us what we already
know ghout poverty. It is important o
have objective evidence, or as close as
we can come (0 it, in order to nail the lies
of the Tories or any other bunch of
self-secking rulers occupying Parliament
al any given ume. Unless we are simply
i ROIDg 10 accepl oppression, o get our
- beads busted in some form of
2y isurrection, objective facts are the best
S allies we have in combating Tory lies
about everyone ultimately benefiting
from the change of emphasis to indirect
@ txation, the reduction of social security,
the whole phoney economic miracle of
the Thatcher years. Remember all the
Parliamentary assertions about how
‘everyone was better off”? Reports like
this do belp nail the obfuscation and fake
stanstics that gave the Tones so much
working class and professional support.

Where [ live ordinary people don't see
) the Guardian. They read the Mirror, the
< Mail and the Sun. Without reports like

N this the impression these papers leave is
that Tory claims are broadly true. Just
] before Christmas 1 was talking o a
h bricklayer, a bright young man who
made some effort to know what was
going on. He was seriously maintaining
that we had to have high income groups
because of the ‘tnckle down effect’. My
protestations that that economic fantasy
mpx was nailed a bundred years ago had little

thea mpact. The IFS ‘who benefits repart’, | to enjoy; the benefits a new society could
mea well publicised op television, did make | bring.
v & him think again. Whether our solutions However, the entrenched views and
. we anarchist, socialist or anything else, | fear of the new or the unusual that many
Jibsce we must increase our supportand nailing | people express makes progress a slow
politicians” lies with clear well-argued | and unsteady thing. As BM recognises,
evidence is onc way to get it it is important to continue to promote the
pr— Can 1 also put in & plea for Freedom 1o | alternative ways of organising that
stop writing of capitalism as if it were | anarchism has to offer, and a
- sill the single system which the British | self-congratulatory pat on the back can
)‘ sccidentally started in the sixteenth | only be agood thing. Solet's carry on the
v ceotury and brought to fruition in the | good work folks!
= cighteeath and nincicenth. Capitalism Chris Piatts
ﬂ
whow
e C stickiness) at a steady rate: while the sides of
oo haos the cone are sub-critical it will rise, cross a
knows critical level, and as it gets steeper than that
0 ous have an ever higher chance of ‘avalanche’
OE  (comtinued from page 7) collapse. The observed behaviour is that, the
WETE ' gystems spinning off like frisbees across the  higher it gets above critical, the more chance
ver e Siantic ocean, you must also appreciate that  each small random avalanche has of triggering
%1% e sustem is “boiling’ with random swirlsand  more than one daughter avalanche in giving
e eqdies a every level ... most of which amount  Up its own energy. At any rate, the average
mored 1 nothing, but any of which — maybe no more  position isatmcfzmcals.lopc.n:hlchdcpmds
than the whorl of air from a butterfly’s  only on the stickiness of the grains.
wingbeat — might grow 10 a massive hurncane
| dows'  (or might be the last dying fall of a past Chaos and politics
. becs®  humcane before vanishing away allogether).  We cannot sensibly inject chaos into standard
capoe ¢ Thus there is a new fundamental limit on what itical ideas. We can use it as a metaphor ©
smens’  we can and cannot exactly predict: some  help us think about politics; but the usefulness
mmed  systems may be in practice beyond the of the result must be judged by standard
ached @ mxmmm afewdays political criteria. We do know, now, that the

Mm of the inherens

has changed and divided just as sociulism
and anarchism have done. The free
market capitalism so loved by Minford
and Thatcher didn't work in the
nineteenth century, which is why it was
progressively modified through most of
this, at least up to the advent of the New
Right. The state capitalism of the former
Soviet bloc may have met some basic
needs but redefined them to meet the
political interests of the ruling élite. It is
a different ball game being poor in
Major's Britain, as one of the
contributors o The Raven ‘Crime’ issue
poted, than it is twday. The so-called
‘mixed economy” may have had dreadful
inequities, it may basically have been a
con job in many areas, but it was less
desperate in terms of everyday living and
adamned sight more hopeful for those of
us at the bottom. It was capitalism true,
but it was different in its effects as far as
most of us were concerned.
1 am not defending any of these forms.
1 am suggesting though that if anarchists
and libertanan socialists want to make
headway they have to be subte in their
analyses. And facts about the real state of
our society, about who gets what, will
help us do it
Eric Bosworth

Unpretentious
realism

Dear Freedom,

BM's article in Freedom (5th February
1994) is a pragmatic and realistic
assessment of the anarchist movement at
the time. I would concur with his view
that once people have taken up the ideas
and established a truly free society we
should melt into the background and
enjoy the new freedoms we will be able

Love or Money

Dear Freedom,
I was told by a reliable informunt, and it
is only too true or only 0o unbelievable
which is almost the same verdict, that a
bank manager was taken out o lunch by
his client, and the client paid the bill, only
to be presented by the bank manager with
a bill for £100 for professional services
rendered during a lunchtime chat about
money. This is a subject that comes as
casily as breathing to a capitalist, and is
always a topic which he loves, or at least
commands his enduring efforts and
affections, The capitalist sees the world
in terms of money, and there is little if
anything that he does not place a price
on, and from the above little tale we
know whal we have always been aware
of, i.e, there is no service on his part that
he would not present a bill for.
Anarchists too present bills for their
services: love for what is lovable; fair
treatment for fair conduct;
comprehension of what is sensible; and
appreciation for what cannot be weighed,
bought or sold, that being the graces and
truths of art, philosophy and humanity.
We recognise that money has its uses and
15 a ol to be used, but to be used for the
betterment of ourselves and the world
and its inhabitants, which are part of us,
and which we cannot exploit or tread
down without damaging everybody and
everything; including ourselves and our
immortal souls. Capitalists somehow
think that they arc exempt from such
reasoning as mine and yours. They have
a system of greed, destruction, misery
and negation justified by a political,
economic and social doctrine that fewer
and fewer people can understand or fight
because it has nothing to do with reality.
If such capitalists as our bank manager
ever admit to greed then they reply that
greed is natural to human nature, and any
humanitarian sentiments are symptoms
of failure or nobility leading nowhere in
this world at least. What a mean and
warped assessment of a glorious and
complex being called human. We know
and can prove countless cases of care and
generosity in people who can and cannot
afford such grace, and we know that were
this empty, exhausting and corrupting
doctrine to be dumped in the dustbin of
history how much better and brighter this
world and everything in it would be. We
can even prove it. Get rid of capitalism

and of erime

If after one hour of my fascinating
|\ru: nce | were o lean across the table
and say: ‘Well, comrade, you have had
.I‘ll} rmnuln from a philosophy

graduate, an Un Femme Du Certain Age,
and one possessed of ruined existentialist
beauty and that will be £100°, then I
would be either laughed or stoned out of
our movement, providing that [ could
convince the comrade that I was not a
lunatic or a joker. Yet a capitalist expects
virtue and intelligence to be given o him
as his right, and will pay 10% or less if
the object of his interest is not his
property or fully qualified in terms
belonging to capitalism. I know — [ have
met them.

I believe that humanity as spelt out by
far more intelligent, wide-ranging
thinkers and feelers will eventually
triumph because it is not only good and
positive but also because capitalism is
negative and narrow, and leads nowhere.
I predict no casy victory. But in the
meantime we have our love and faith
keep us warm. The bank manager will
find himself with a £200 bill if he ever
takes me out to lunch — I could not bear
his company. He has saved money and
my soul is at peace, Good luck to him to.
He needs it more than I do.

Mary Quintana

At War with
the Truth

Dear Editors,

The review of Larry O'Hara's "At War
with the Truth', penned by S. Panza, was
interesting — especially the quote from
Don Keoghty: “Anti-fascism simplifics
difficult issues". ‘Fascist’ seems to be
used as an all-embracing hate word — just
as ‘working-class' appears to be used as
a love-word. It simple
goodies/baddies story.

Using this simplistic calegorisation,
Prince Kropotkin, in supporting World
War One, would become a ‘ruling-class
fascist’, all the troops who died in the
trenches would be ‘working-class
fascists’, the Bobby on the beat would be
a ‘working-class fascist (pig?)’, and your
ordinary private in the army joined
because he was an ‘out-of-working-class
fascist’ with a family to provide for.
Now I can understand someone who is
starving and out of his mind with worry
becoming violent, but I just cannot
understand people who can afford the
train fares to get to demonstrations doing
s0 with the intention of using violence on
behalf of an idea.

is a

Ernie Crosswell

A mystery solved

Dear Freedom,

I have long been baffled by what
appeared to be an unsolvable mystery. It
concerns our rulers. Presumably they
have a human brain like the rest of us, and
yet they make statements and pass laws
that are stupid beyond belief. Everything
thy do proves this. Their efforts to control
education, for example, are fit for
nothing but a laugh. They have a
judiciary that will grant a pardon for a
crime that a person did not commit and
will punish a person with more than one
life sentence. Their bureaucracy is so
dumb that it will allow armaments to be
exported to a future enemy. And, most
alarming of all, they say they are
defending us by preparing for a nuclear
war that will destroy us all.

Until recently I could explain the
asininity of the rulers only by saying that
they gave themselves no time to think.
They were probably too busy

committing adultery and fathering their
bastards. Recently, however, due to the
carclessness of one Member of
Parliament, we have the complete
answer. This man was found dead, naked
except for women's suspenders,
stockings on his legs and a hand, and a
plastic bag over his head to complete the
ensemble. He had been using a length of
flex to induce partial strangulation but
had lost contro] of it.

So now we know what we get such
stupid laws and unintelligent
govermnmental behaviour. Our rulers are
probably deciding our future while they
masturbate as they experience extreme
sexual excitement brought on by a
breathless condition. Many of them are
moronic  because they are
half-suffocated wankers.

People should recognise the true nature
of their rulers and deprive them of the
power to control their lives by abolishing
all governments.

Derrick

amplification

Saience Fiction idea of equations that predict
the smooth flow of history are just that —
Science Fiction - and likewise for smooth
Mdumyuﬂhuwexchmgc.
these an. like the weather, must be in

Improbable

Though anarchists are unlikely to have known
James Rusbridger, who was found hanged (and
will be declared a suicide or perhaps someone who
died in the middle of kinky sexual experimentation)
in the middle of this month; few will have failed to
note his letters in The Guardian and elsewhere
revealing this or that aspect of Whitehall dirt.

Given that not long ago he wrote saying that he
was certain that a journalist who was found in just
such circumstances (a journalist who it so happened
was atlempting to investigate Mark Thatcher's
financial doings, particularly his involvement in
selling arms to Iraq) had in fact been murdered by
someone's secrel service, very possibly our own,
certainly with the acquiescence of MI6; and that he
was reputed o be developing this theme as a book;
it seemed a little improbable. Even more
improbable when one adds that he had voiced
suspicions w other writers that the similar death of
Stephen Milligan was also fulse,

I am as it happens in contact with Gary Murray
(as 1 am at the moment involved in organising a
memorial meeting for Hilda Murrell) and so I rang
him to see if he knew Rusbridger, and knew any
more. Appa_mnlly investigative journalists are all
assuming that this is a secret service killing. (1 later
learnt from Rob Green that the efforts to paint a
mlmntmry death were ruﬂm- buagled lhouch

as a parliamentary crawler, he is reported to have
unearthed a clear case of corruption within the Tory
Party and to have reported this to Norman Fowler
asking for an investigation.)

Yes, certainly this all sounds like paranoia, but [
learnt from a telephone call ten years ago this
coming Spring Solstice that the time has come
when the suspicions one dismisses as paranoid, and
so fail to voice sufficiently loudly at the ime, turn
out to have been true all along.

LO
On March 21st at 7.30pm at the William Morris
Hall, Shrewsbury, there will be a meeting to mark
the tenth anniversary of the abduction and
subsequent murder of Miss Hilda Murrell (coupled
obviously with a request for a belated open
inquiry).

The Bishop of Shrewsbury will be in the chair,
Gary Murray and Commander Rob Green will
speak (Tam Dalyell is unable to come because of
hip trouble). Councillor Derek Woodvine will open
the proceedings, singing a song he composed on the

abducton.
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London

Anarchist Forum

Meets: Fridays at about 8.00pm at
Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square,
London WCIR 4RL (note new
venue).

SPRING TERM 1994
4th March — Discussion: With what other
groups should anarchists work?
11th March — An Experiment in Cognitive
Therapy or General discussion (speaker has
not confirmed)
18th March — General discussion
25th March — Gegperal discussion: Bringing
together the strands

SUMMER TERM 1994

15th April — Geperal discussion

22nd April — Anarchism and the Gift
Economy (speaker: Michael Murray)

29th April — General discussion

Sunday Ist May — May Day Picnic in
Chiswick Park in Chiswick House Grounds
near junction of Great West Road (A4 leading
to M4) and Chertsey Road (A316 leading to
M3) close to North and South Circulars (car
park off southern carmageway of Great West
Road). LT Tube stations: Turnham Green,
Chuswick Park and Gunnersbury (also North
London Line) and Chiswick BR Station from
Waterloo, Clapham Junction and Reading (via
Witton). Good pubs in Chiswick and
Strand-on-the-Green for early ammivals. Café
and WC.

6th May — Anarchism and Utopia (speaker:
Jason Wilcox)

13th May — General discussion

20th May — Talk by a member of the Socialist
Party of Great Britain (specific details yet to
be confirmed)

27th May — General discussion

3rd June — The Co-op and its Place in Politics
(speaker: Tim Pearce)

10th June — General discussion

17th June — History of Native Americans
(speaker: Jim Baker of Boston BAD [Boston
Anarchist Drinking Club])
24th June - Paganism, Feminism and

Ecology (speaker: Daniel Cohen)

1st July — Geperal discussion

&th July — Drawing up the 1994/95
programme

Monday 29th August — Summer Picric (venue
to be decided)

If anyone would Iike to give a talk or Jead a
discussion, overseas or out-of-town speakers
especially, please contact either Dave Dane or
Peter Neville at the meetings, or Peter Neville
at 4 Copper Beeches. Witham Road.
Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 4AW (Tel:
081-847 0203), not too early in the day please.
giving subject matter and prospective dates
and we will do our best to accommodate.
These could be sometimes instead of a general
discussion but note that these are not merely
unfilled slots but are popular occasions in their
own right so we are unwilling to relinquish too
many.
Note: as we are no longer meeting at the Mary
Ward Centre we are no longer tied to term
dates so the meetings may continue into the
SUmmer.
Peter Neville / Dave Dane
for London Anarchist Forum

Anarchist

Research Group
1994 Programme

— Sth April —
speaker and topic to be announced

— 9th July —

John Doheney (Vancouver)
‘What are the roots of anarchism?
A socio-psychoanalytical
perspective’

— 22nd October —
Colin Ward
topic to be announced

All meetings held on Saturday at
2.30pm. The April and July meetings
are at the International Relations
Room, Institute for Historical
Research, Malet Street, London
WC1. The October meeting (jointly
with the Anarchist Bookfair) will be at

Conway Hall.

Red Rambles
in Derbyshire

A programme of free guided walks in
the White Peak for Greens,
Socialists, Libertarians and
Anarchists.

— Spring 1994 —

Sunday 6th March: Castleton to
Mam Tor. Meet at Castleton main car
park at 11am. Circular walk. Bring
strong boots and waterproofs.
Length 5 miles approx.
Sunday 3rd April: Alstonefield and
Lower Dove Dale. Meet at 1pm in
Alstonefield National Park car park.
Length 4-5 miles.

Sunday 8th May: Cycle ‘ramble’ on
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