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COLOURED IMMIGRANTS first

arrived in Britain in large num-
bers after World War II, at a time
when British employers were in need
of unskilled labour. Shortly after-
wards racist propaganda began 10
spring up in the way it has always
done, as the ally of reaction.

Mosley and the remnants of pre-
war Fascism saw a chance to gain
popular support.

Tories, especially in the Midlands,
saw a new bandwagon to jump on.
Unlike the Tories in Parliament they
saw no need for euphemism.

Birmingham Tory councillors
such as Donald Finney had no hesi-
tation in using publicly words such
on the Gble 2 small bowle haliflled 25 niggers’ and “black invasion’.
Pocsday. Fobroary 27, and searched With bright pink liquid, and two of the They soon found more important
&  hosive substances. The four plain-  Others gathered round. allies such as Sir Cyril Osborne, MP,
RS B mecn, beaded by Sgt. Fexguson I¢’s steacil correcting fluid,’ they were who was also quite open about his
fest Ead Central police s, Same  told. , 5 wish to keep Britain “a white man’s

Jack Robioson and Mary Canipa country’.
g e office. By 1961 they had captured the
pergeant, &5 et unidentified, asked whole Tory Party and the first
5 the manager OF owner and was Commonwealth Immigrants Act, re-
pd for coming n bere wsng dmty stricting immigration was passed.
| Hc men proscaied the search At the time Labour opposed immi-
3 gration curbs, but as election time
approached votes became more im-
portant than principles and Labour
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‘T know what 1t 15, dear, but. . . 7 All
three heads concentrated around the now
opened bottde and sniffed. *Nail varnish
—remember?’, and its  half-cmptiness
regarded.

Within seconds a second half-empty
bottle of the same was picked up. “Well,
why have you got TWO bottles?’

They were told there might be half
a dozen, and were given the, rather backed the curbs. 3
patient I thought, explanation that when However this did not prevent the
they get half-used the swff gets wo Tores utilising racialist propaganda
800cy 10 usc on stencils being cut, but  in the 1964 election. Ironically, the
could be used for dabbing out any odd  chief victim was the Labour MP for
owed most interestin & small, :i‘“&:f mk coming through on stencils  Smethwick, Patrick Gordon Walker
Back room where the duplicator : who, as Attlee’s Colonial Secretary,
and which s stacked with great Clambering over some of the piled up  had helped to depose the Bechuana-
| old magazines, tolls of wall- Packages (and mountins of empty car- Jand chief, Seretse Khama, because

¢ tns of paint left by the pre- 100s) in the stock room one remarked he had married 2 white woman. As
Peupant, and sempants of garden-  hopelessly: °I didn't know there were 50 he presqure  from  the  radists
s lymg under e dust of the mAny books @un mounted the Labour government re-
F% smcc the back garden was  After a quick tour round a shed at  aered with its habital Tesponse 1o
: : the back (also stacked with unbound  ,rocoire from the right, whether
ficer was inicresied in 2 dusty  Sheews) and a glance at the burnt yubbish £ s international bankers
prizicd i Iulian. As nobody B the garden bins, they left, the sergeant | "p TgA i irrendered. In
=n the packer was opened. Jt  satsfied that there weren’t any bombs, 1965 the aptly-named Immierat
o bcans.  Another picked up = another officer ‘satisfied they hadn't po ©'ap 3; 3 B oranan
and sid, "Now that's interesting’:  found them’, nwontc Paper further cut immigra-
_ hﬂw‘%t_w R0 ates ; In m]:lyhu;ka m ﬂl@éﬁm& The ra.cg.:;ﬁ t:lmpprari_ly fm::ndh further
= e agitation Cultl 1In view of the com-
f were aaored they would find &u d)dubr;:jb wwiw ]ﬁﬁcﬂ":ya?: :;i p%ctcness of Labour’s surrender, It was
_moTc intercsting, and  were s B hard for the most extreme racists to

_mmydm;ﬂ: plaining it - 565 - P . pmdm‘mmiom arrival of
% betag wp  domomatruior. *Good  Swart  Christie, whom  they had  (an groups of illegal immigrants on
M we don't go om like that bere’.  brought with them, had been raided'and  ~ 7 =
e, we woulda't care W comment On  scarched also for explosives earlier in the:

1. There wese some slug morning. It was later learned that from : -

- his home they removed four thousand oppressed people decide o free them-
*dollar Icaficts’ and personal correspon- sclves and remake society, this revolution
dence. : cannot be accomplished without violence,

: e L. because the possessors of power and
e v foss high avauad e place. ol ST 0l Frocdom e had - Meslib will 20t relinguish. these posss

- ; - - T R S sons oy SUAS100, Ve Ways

_ : " - P A AP N ~ And we have in our own columns
R peui i A ST B S, AXNRCT - clearly sed compassion and respect

S B e A, A : for people driven to violent action by
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none of this gives reason for the
mption  that the Freedom Press
oup pught be engaged in cloak-and-
gEEr TOmAnNSs or schoolboy chemical
, &0d surcly no one imagioes

Country

the South coast presented any serious
threat to the white race.

However in February, 1968, the answer
came. The government of Kenya, which
the British press had built up as ‘mode-
rate’ _and ‘statesmanlike’ (meaning it had
not interfered with British finance and
gave only the minimum of aid to free-
dom fighters in Rhodesia and South
Africa), was in the process of showing
Vorster and Ian Smith that they had no
monopoly in bigotry.

Asians who were facing discrimination
in that country were fleeing to Britain,
having been granted British passports
when Kenya became independent. Dun-
can Sandys, the friend of Tan Smith and
the hangman, asked the government what
they proposed to do about this influx.

At first this campaign seemed a non-
starter. A clear pledge had been given
by the British government. According to
the Sunday Times, Sandys figure of
250,000 Asians was inaccurate and the
true figure was rather under 100,000.
Only the Express backed Sandys. His
Shadow Cabinet colleague Iain Macleod
opposed him in an article in the
Spectator.

But those who expected the anti-Asian
campaign to flop had reckoned without
the cowardice of the Government. By-
elections were pending and, since the
racists had votes and the Kenya Asians
none, the Government’s action was ob-
vious. In Human Rights Year, which
Wilson himself had backed, the Govern-
ment sent an emissary to Kenya asking
it to take steps to prevent Asians from
freely leaving the country. But the
Kenyan government, having ifs own
racists to appease, was unhelpful.

Accordingly. the British government
drafted the Commonwealth Immigrants
Act 1968, a remarkable piece of legisla-
tion which established the principles that
the administration was frece to break its
pledges at any time it became politically
convenient and that British subjects could
be deprived of their passports at will,

Never was any attempt made to hide
the racist provisions of the Act. Just who
was referred to by phrases such as “per-
sons with British passports without any
substantial connection with this country’
could not have been clearer had they
been expressed in the phraseology of
Hitler's Nuremburg laws. .

When questioned on who were meant
by ‘non-belongers’, Lord Shackleton,
Government spokesman in the Lords, re-
plied that he thought that was obvious.
And does anyone doubt that when South

Africa’s negroes exact their revenge for

a century of oppression many of the sup-

porters of this Act will be the first to

welcome their former enslavers as
refugees?

In a decade, racisrn in Britain has
advanced from being the property of in-
significant Fascist groups to a point
where every colour bar landlady and
every Nazi or Mosleyite slogan-dauber
and window-smasher knows that basically
the Labour Government is on their side.

And there is no reason to believe that
this is the end. In view of Wilson’s sur-
renders so far it is at least possible that
those immigrants who expect all coloured
people to be deported from England
within ten years are correct.

There is no reason for the trend to be
altered so long as Wilson knows that
racismn gains votes and the left wingers,
who oppose his racist policy, will con-
tinue to support him at election time.

Tt is for this reason that we applaud
the Bishop of Woolwich's resignation
from the Labour Party although we wish
that he had not decided to join the
Liberals.

How can racism be fought? The
Labour Government’s policy has shown
the futility of the Iobby-your-MP
approach of the old leadership of the
Campaign Against Racial Discrimination.

Likewise the treatment of Asians by
the Kenya government has shown the
emptiness of the talk of “Afro-Asian soli-
darity’ and ‘the third world’ we hear
from those ‘Black Power’ advocates
whose political activity consists largely

of entertaining the crowds at Speakers’
Corner. :

However, the 3,000-strong march
against the. Immigration Act shows that
the potential for an anti-racist movement
exists 1n this country.

If such a movement is to accomplish
anything it must be prepared to organise
on a local level against employers who
discriminate against coloured workers,
against white and black slum Iandlords
and police who find immigrants an easy
target.

These campaigns are clearly in the
interest of black and white. If employers
arc allowed 1o underpay coloured wor-
kers this will create a reservoir of cheap
labour ready to be used as strike breakers.

If black and white tenants fight cach
other only the landlords will gain.

If the police are permitted to victimise
immigrants they will use the same tech-
nigues against others.

ROGER SANDELL.
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S ANY KENYA Asian or Rhodesian

African will 1ell you, this is Human

_Rights Year. Among human rights is

apparently the vight 0 be scarched by
the policc on the slightest pretext,
slightest suspicion or slightest denuncia-
tion. During the late war it was given
as one of the merits of the British case
that in this country you knew that if
there was a knock on the door in the
carly mornmg it was the milkman and
not the Gestapo.

The change in my milkman’> habits
are a0t the only thing which makes this
highly improbable, [t iy notorious that
human cocrgy iy lowest in the varly
hours of the morming »o the police pro-
PEONEY 10 visit at that ume puts them
at an advantage. [ recall being roused
from wmy bed st 4 am. on a Sunday
g by & policeman who wished
A vertain ermsat ex-lodger had

e © TS, SFRSTEN A bla i e W"EM."‘.. Whlh A‘b‘;_ V.

R

.
R

A e

that university: of anarchism, a magis-
trates’ (alias police) court, you may have
noticed a burly man hovering about the
wilness box during x case; he passes a
document o the usher, who takes advan-
tage of a lull in the proceedings when
e magisteate 1S not poatficating or
ssuing judgement 1 ship it over to him
for signature, with a brief glance the
magistrate sigas it, the usher retams it
o the detective and the squad car is off,
licensed ©0 search anywhere,  Perhaps
the occasional scarch that wmkes place
withowt & warrant is nearly as great a
legal farce,
In the last weeks there have been
wo flagrant examples of quite uscless
cand poiatless scarches by the police (aot
counting those on Swuart Christic and
Freedom Press).

Firstly, police ‘acting on information
recoived’, raided Lady Diana Cooper’s
house at midnight. The JP sigaing the
WATTANC is reported to have said it didn’t
mader o him whether dwcbgaﬁrw:;
occupied by Lady Diana - or
-Kimm;gm. All wery fine and demo-
cratic bu¢ probably it would have been
beter to have raided King Kong for
would have complained as they did when

such an cmincady respectable lady was

in fact shc was absent abroad.
“hard cascs show up bad law,
w of scarch warrants scems to

Ve Ly
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ferment in the lalian Universities

N THE SPRING of 1966, when

students and many lecturers together
achieved what at the time looked like a
major breakthrough unprecedented in
university history, T was fortunate enough
to be living in the university area. to
be associated with a number of students
and always on the spot to witness de-
velopments. I maintain that this
momentous season was a new point of
departure for the student movement,
critical universities or ‘anti-courses’ as
they are called in Italy. a point of no
return in the struggle for student power.

Up until then it had been a regular
feature of the University of Rome that
during student elections many students
who were enrolled at the university but
were not following any courses suddenly
appeared and provoked the left-wing
students during their election campaigns,
causing scuffles, etc. During the election
campaign of 1966 a young socialist
student in his first year at the university,
19-year-old Paolo Rossi, was beaten up
because he was carrying some socialist
posters across the campus, but what had
not happened before, he fell and died.
The Rector, who had alwavs brushed
aside requests to control the violence
during the elections. tried to make out
that Paolo Rossi had received treatment
for epilepsy at the university clinic (this
was printed by the Rome Daily Ameri-
can), but as he had just come back from
a ski-ing holiday and frequently led
scout parties on mountaineering expedi-
tions, this explanation had to be with-
drawn, particularly as Rossi's father, a
professor of fine arts in Perugia, sued
the rector for slander.

Paolo Rossi had not been a particu-
larly militant student. Like Benno
Ohnesorg, who was shot by the police
in Berlin last June while he was running
away from the first demonstration he
had been on, Paolo Rossi was only on
the verge of becoming absorbed by social
and academic problems. Like Benno
Ohnesorg, he was also one of the most
promising students. The Italian univer-
sities closed for several days and thou-
sands of students travelled to Rome to
join the funeral procession just as stu-
dents from east and west travelled to
Hanover for the funeral of Benno
Ohnesorg.

But speeches and tributes were not
enough. Under the slogan ‘I care' in
opposition to the crude fascist slogan of
Mussolini expressing the contrary, stu-
dents of Rome University occupied the
university day and night, refusing to
move until the Rector Papi was re-
placed. There were clashes with neo-
fascists, at first admitted by the police
who turned away as if they did not see
them enter (this changed when the Minis-
ter of the Interior transferred the police
officer in charge to another area), but the
students held out, the rector resigned and
a few changes were made almost im-
mediately relating to the enrolment of
students who were not following courses.

But this was only a very small part of
the general discontent. Students and lec-
wurers formed discussion and pressure
groups in which they not only showed

up corruption but questioned the validity
of the authoritarian structure which
allowed them no say in determining their
course of study, in the administration of
the university and emphasised rote learn-
ing for brief oral examinations, perhaps
the only time that many of them ever
saw their professors at all.
Recommendations were made but little
was done. Until today we have the
situation in Ttaly as well as in Germany
that the struggle for student power and
the feeling of responsibility to society
as a whole, ie. the identification with
oppressed peoples, is intrinsically linked.
In Italy the struggle is no Jonger
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localised on Rome but has spread all
over Italy including Milan, Florence,
Pisa, Turin, Trento, etc. New values are
emerging. Instead of quaking in fear
before the examination, students are
prepared, if necessary, to lose the acade-
mic year, maybe their formal profes-
sional qualifications, in favour of sii-ins
lasting for several weeks in which they
are showing the courage of their convic-
tions, convictions which are evolving in
a continuous dialogue that uses the uni-
versity structure as a microcosm of
world society,

After some violent clashes with neo-
fascists and police the lecture halls of the

Round the Galleries

HERE COME those moments in his-

tory when the armed hordes of the
State or of the slogan pour, in a flood
of death, across the mapped frontiers,
when the smoke and flames of burning
cities dim the sun and illuminate the
dreadful night, and the hooves of the
pale horses beat the corn into dust, and
the faceless infantry shit in the aban-
doned temples.

This is the hour of exaltation when,
from the field and the factory, the
masses pour forth to mock, by sheer
numbers, the regimented authority that
melts before the passion of the streets.
This is the hour when history must use
whatever tools it can to record the
transient glory of action as an end in
itself.

The hack that in another age would
have filled the dying days penning the
dull deliberations of the council cham-
bers must, by the very force of circum-
stances, write an epic, and the painter,
whose gentle daubs once graced a
friendly wall, must hold his penny mirror
aloft to catch this sun of human glory,
for the brute eruption of the human herd
united by a common anger is a thing of
terror, but sprinkle it with the confetti
of ten thousand flags and banners, let
the flames of the dying cities mate with
the raging skies and let all dance to the
wild, mad music of the pulsing drum
and the chanted slogan, and terror wears
the mask of beauty.

Who could fail to paint a canvas that,
in the still and gentle times of peace,
would not quicken the heart for when
old men talk it is of the battles of the
flag or the banner, the field of honour,
or the angry street. The war that men
forgot as the Second World War was ill-
served by the poets and the writers. For
them it was the emotional anti-climax
for a generation born to the heroic myths
of trench warfare and though they died
as conscientiously as their fathers, they
failed to record the travail of those years
and the muse turned without reward to
the revolutionary east for sup.

Yet one man grabbed the military
coat-tails of that epoch, and, with un-

disciplined line and a sprawling wash
of colours. caught the imagined mood of
those years. Feliks Topolski, the son of
a Polish actor, should have lived out a
leisured life according to his place within
English society and his talent. To paint
the sets for smart plays of the moment,
the murals for chi-chi community walls,
the one-man exhibitions within the
fashionable gallery, and the illustrations
for the novel of the week, should have
been his candles to oblivion and the
fashionable funeral. But modern war
demands an audience and Topolski was
commissioned as an official war artist
and the moment had found its man.

While other painters diligently plied
their craft as in the days of peace
and painted the tense sad faces of
the young flyers and the turd-shaped
barrage balloons frying in the Lon-
don skies with the same pedantic
earnestness as they painted the 1930
mayors and the Town's heraldic shield,
Topolski swept his wild brush across his
canvas to catch, in a shamble of colours
and staggering lines, the movement of
the great armies, His untutored pen
wove a web of lines to catch the majesty
of the hour and his blurred and multi-
coloured images turned individuals into
heroes who rode with a raging sky as a
cloak out of the confines of the small
canvases. Within those paintings earth
and heaven fought to share the field
with mass-men who rode like gods to
and from a battle that never would be
fought, for the recording of universal
movement was Topolski's contribution
to the war effort.

But peace must come to all men, at
least for a while, and the flight of trams
and clerks were never meat for Topol-
ski's appetite and his moment of glory
was over. Did he lie for us in those war
paintings? It matters not, for it filled
the mood of the hour, but now the test-
ing time has come when he must turn
and record the individual and not the
mood and he has failed.

The wild undisciplined lines and the
whirlpools of colours are still there, but
now we can check and we can challenge,

HARLOW. John Deards, 184 Carter's Mead, Har-
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, Har-

University of Rome have been closed for
the time being, and in Milan for one
week. But thousands of students are
attending discussion meetings elsewhere
in public squares or in other halls, Some
representative university councils have
been formed. Parliament is finally ge
ting round to considering a bill proposed
by the Minister of Education, Gui, bu
this would have to be rushed through
before the recess, and, as it is only &
partial reform it is unlikely that the left
wing opposition will agree to It
HELEN MAYER

To be continued.

and in the plush calm of the Grosvenor,
Gallery at 30 Davies Street, W.1, we
shake our heads and are slightly bored.
True, there are 218 paintings and draws
ings and the list contains almost every
name of international note from BoB
Dylan down to HR.H. The Duke o
Edinburgh, yet npot one single figun
stays in our mind after leaving the ga
Jery. They are doodlings of the nes
famous and therein lies their fault, tha
we are impressed that Topolski
caught the image but we are not if
pressed by what Topolski has done Wi
that captured image. Like a café
toonist, we declare our approval of
fact that he has not failed but 218 p
formances of the same frail act
slightly heavy going. '

Among the large paintings on view
the Chinese icon and, when one
siders Patrick Proctor’'s work on |
same theme at the Redfern Gallery sol
months ago, one realizes how _
Topolski is out of touch. In an age §
has produced the savagery of Scar
contemptuous handling of the famg
Topolski’'s leaden figures appear
harmless as an academic run-throug
an Academy portrait, and even in |
hour of windy violence Topols
Michael X is a talking man turns W
was meant to be a compliment into
insult for the apostle of tinted bl
and sweat is portrayed as a confused &
rather pathetic man overcome with
situation and the banal verse that Top@
ski has incorporated within the paintis
Michael X is a talking man | Put awd
in jail as soon as he began | Establish
ment pounced when he forgor | Thal
speech is free | But language is not musi
act as a self-explanatory counterpoint 108
the paintings.

This is the exhibition for what it 1§
worth, for peace betrayed Topolski as$
it betrayed so many men who, in those
brief and bloody years found a place to
ply a unique talent, for the silent drum
and the unburned cities demand their
own sacrifice.
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‘Whether ‘tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous
) famme

" Or to take arms against a sea of troubles
And by opposing end them.

Tns QUOTATION from ‘Hamlet’
was appended to the letter the First
of May Group sent to the Agence
Presse ‘for transmission to the
Pentagon and White House Killers'. The
jetter itself claimed responsibility for the
pomb attacks, on various embassies and
on an American officers’ club, that took
on March 2 and 3 in London,

Turin and The Hague.

The letter accused the Pentagon and

the White House of being the ‘main sup-

rs of the Greek, Spanish and Portu-

dictatorships’. Tt accused them of

'phying the same part as the Nazis did

" gduring the Spanish civil war, experiment-

* ing With modern military techniques

gpon the civil population in Vietnam.

. ‘But be sure, free men will stay careless
mo longer in front of your crimes'.

The letter was eventually printed in
The Times with an accompanying de-
hﬂed article which sketched in the past
activities of the Group. Although the
letter does not mention Alberola, the
(article specifically does, making him
‘the leader of the group.

Although the article is attributed to

ORGANISATIO

-‘ MANY occasions the respectable
press (to which must be added so-
alled left-wing papers) aim point-blank
it the anarchist movement, having on
land a cliché, according to which anar-
ism is identified exclusively with the
ist and individualist type, who is
boted in the position of a total break
fith all society, and deeply attached to
Pmantic and messianic dreams of social
}generation.
‘We must recognize that international
larchism still drags along with it a
Binority who are deeply attached to
Omantic 19th century individualism
Which, for that matter, was reasonable
fnough when society was still indivi-
Hualist, based on small-scale production,
ag iculture, etc.), but who are not at all
gisposed to face the processes of the
echnical and industrial transformation
Of present day society, where problems
‘arc posed at the communal level, and
not on an individual scale.
In the present century, anarchism must
‘honestly recognize these problems, from
‘the time of the Russian revolution on-
- wards, and also as a result of analysis of
‘anarchist achievements during the Spanish
- revolution.
There is a widespread opinion among
- the ‘bien pensants’ that modern society,
- characterised by the race for profit and
grealer consumption, has made a rabula
rasa of all social ideologies. This hope

~ MOVING FUND
. Target is £500.

=

and by ‘the News Team' it was written
and put together by one reporter, Steve
Clarke, who had spent four months on
the story.

I met him in the company of Stuart
Christic and two other friends on the
night the story appeared to find out who
gave him the information about Octavio
Alberola’s status in the group. To our
knowledge Alberola has never claimed
to be a member of the First of May
Group, but that of the FIJL. Mr. Clarke
admitted that this was ‘intelligent guess-
work’ on his part.

We told him that although the rest of
his article was perceptive, and his refer-
ences to Louis Edo were much appre-
ciated by wus, nevertheless, attributing
leadership to Alberola, who was in
prison, and by associating him with the
present bomb attacks, was putting
Alberola in grave danger.

Nevertheless Steve Clarke’s article
understood the operational strategy and
tactics of the First of May Group with
uncommon clarity,

We now know more as to the circum-
stances of Alberola’s arrest. He entered
Belgium illegally and was arrested
His mission to Belgium was to intercede
with a Spanish High Official for the re-
lease of anarchist prisoners in Spain. He
had planned also to have presented the
Official from a Trade Delegation with a

& RESPONSI

has, however, already been contradicted
by reality, for instance in view of the
appearance of the international ‘Provo’
movement, largely inspired by anarchist
tenets. This is very disappointing for the
obituary writers of the anarchist move-
ment.

Modern anarchism is fully cognizant
of the profound social transformations at
present taking place and, unlike other
ideologies with a more or less dogmatic
basis, faces up to contemporary develop-
ments with a praxis that is both noncon-
formist and undogmatic.

The task of the individual in the com-
munity is to elaborate new forms of
organisation, of an anarchist pature, in
which, as distinct from authoritarian
structures in which the individual is
treated as an object without personality,
he will be able to fully develop his own
personality in harmony with the vital
needs of communal life.

document of conditions in Spanish
prisons, which Alberola hoped the
Official would sign.

The Times article assumed that the

group was trying to show that Alberola’s
arrest did not affect their militancy. It is

Anarchist Black

NO FURTHER CHARGES have been
brought against Octavio Alberola
who is awaiting trial in the Forét prison
except those of using an assumed name
and false documents, According to a
Reuter report on Saturday evening it is
expected by government officials that
our Comrade will be deported. If this
IS 80 we must use every means possible
to prevent the deportation of Alberola
(probably to Mexico) as the agents of
the American, Spanish and French gov-
ernments have tried before, and no doubt
will try once again, to rid themselves
of one of the most militant and oui-
standing anarchists of this decade.
Money is urgently needed to bring
Alberola’s wife and children to Brussels
from Mexico, as he is being held in-
communicado by the Belgian Govern-
ment. A lawyer has been appointed and
has spoken to him and it is intended to
fight the deportation order if sought.
Postal Orders and Cheques payable to

BILITY

1 agree that present-day psychological
and objective conditions, charged with a
thousand years of authoritarian condi-
tioning and suggestion make the pene-
tration of revolutionary ideas difficult,
but these do advance steadily whenever
the anarchist movement shows liveliness
and tenacity. Despite the ‘bien pensants’
who like to think of anarchism as a relic
of the past, this movement is, on the
contrary, more likely to make progress
in an atmosphere of continually rising
cultural levels and cultural expansion.

Therefore it seems that a fundamental
need for anarchist organisation and struc-
ture is individual responsibility within
the framework of the community, and
anarchist efforts at self-regulation should
have the adherence of all those intellec-
tual sections of society who are sensitive
to this problem and who are able, in
some degree, to help the slow evolution
of the people.

Iberola and the Bomb Attucks

symptomatic of the First of May Group,
Revolutionary Solidarity Movement, that
even if it campaigns for a limited objec-
tive, it tries not to lose sight of a wider
area of batile.

FREEDOM REPORTER.

Cross

The Anarchist Black Cross, c/o Libra
:nlusc. 256 Pentonville Road, London,
EDO TRANSFERRED

Comrades Luis Andres Edo and
Miguel Garcia Garcia have been taken
to the prison hospital of Yeserias in
Madrid for operations and immediate
medical treatment. Was this the result
of the article in the Observer? Postcards
and food parcels should be sent to:

Hospital Penitenciario de Yeserias,
Madrid.

FOOD PARCELS

Parcels have been sent to Soria,

Burgos, Jaen and Alcala de Henares.
We hope to send more parcels shortly
to the comrades arrested in Japan three
weeks ago, and to the prison of La
Cabana, in Cuba, where a number of
comrades are rotting away their lives for
opposing Cuban State Capitalism and
attempting to turn the ‘revolution’ into
a social revolution. SECRETARY.

But. unfortunately, we see intellectuals
of undoubted quality and integrity (such
as Giorgio Bocca in a recent enquiry on
‘the problem of youth’ in Il Giorno)
speak of the ‘anarchist delinquency’ of
certain juvenile groups, using just the
same catch-phrase as some illiterate
police-officer.

It is evident that the profit-and-con-
sumption society, which is at present in
full swing, will be hostile to all those
social forces which struggle to liberate
mankind from an environment which, in
contradiction with the needs of a techni-
cal-industrial society, is still based on
individualism and not at all on communal
foundations. This leads to grave moral
degeneration as a result of the race after
money, and to a widespread social irre-
sponsibility on the part of the individual,
who still sees all his problems on a purely
individualist basis, and has not been
educated to a mentality which should be,
not only international, but cosmic.

From Umanita Nova
tr. jw.s.
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Exposing
‘Social Security’

Dear Comrades,

An article published recently in the
Guardian drew attention to the degrad-
ing rituals which attend the dispensation
of so-called ‘Social Security' in this coun-
try. This, and the letters which followed
it, indicate that it is time the liberal
bourgeoisie were told something of what

it feels like to be at the receiving end of

anyone who works or has worked in one
of these offices. (Strict confidence, in all
cases, will of course be preserved.) And
please, will anyone with any experience
of the various State ‘Welfare' Services
write to me, whether what they know is
good or bad. So much seems to depend
on the local officers with their almost
dictatorial powers over people who be-
lieve themselves to be defenceless.

For example. 1 know of a man in a
high unemployment area who was
threatened with prosecution by the local
Ministry of Social Security for failure to
‘maintain his wife and child. after a
1 of three weeks out of work.
- comrades have lived off

the awarcness and articulateness of the
victim.

This is in the nature of a ‘feeler’; if
there 1s any kind of response or interest,
I'd like eventually to use the information
collected as a starter for a wider cam-
paign—against petti-fogging officialdom,
cheeseparing bureaucrats, and indeed
any part of the State apparatus (particu-
larly the Welfare fraud) you care to

suggest.
Fraternally,
PATRICK,
¢/o Preedom Press,

“Front for the' VS¢’

Comrades,
The Northern Universiiies Vietnam

Action Co-ordinating Committee is a

front for the VSC; this is the only
national organisation directly represented
on it. Anyway, it doesn't really matter
as NUVACC only represents itself, total
rank and file being about twenty spread
over half England (York Vietnam Group
is merely holding a watching briefl as
we hold NUVACC in contempt).

York. NIGEL WILSON.

assment

tinued

ed up to eviet the Gypsies
bridge Road, Redbridge,

- these authorities,
to a site 14 miles
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Integrating
Intellectuals

N Intellectuals Today (Chatto & Win-
dus, 30/-), T. R. Fyvel, a man
describing himself as a European writer
who is now in his late fifties, presents
edited versions of conversations with
intellectuals. Who are they?

By the narrow definition, which I
rather like, an intellectual is a person
who is fascinated by general ideas and
wants them to be as interesting and in-
fluential as possible, Well and good, but
broadly we are also beginning to have
to use ‘intellectuals’ in the way the Com-
munists do, as a professional term for
the strata of the higher academics, the
scientists and teachers, the researchers
and 1op administrators, the writers,
broadcasters and other communicafors,
who even in Britain are forming a
definable intellectual class, and especially
among the young emerging as a new
technical ‘intelligentsia’.

In his introduction to the interviews
Mr. Fyvel suggests that intellecruals have
developed from their social alienation
in the twenties through a period of poli-
tical opposition in the thirties to integra-
tion with society and the state in the
fifties and sixties, The Second World
War to Mr. Fyvel seems like an experi-
ment in what could be called the
‘socialization’ of British intellectuals—a
sort of rehearsal for their integrated role
in the affluent society of today.

According to Mr. Fyvel this integra-
tion is shown by the increased numbers
of academics and technically qualified
men in Britain today and by the trans-
formation of intellectual jobs:

Today 90 per cent of writers are
essentially literary technicians, turning
out a precisely requisitioned product for
advertising, for magazine, film or tele-
vision editors, taking their work and
status as part of a iechnical team for
granted.

It would be difficult to challenge Mr.
Fyvel's claim that there are now more
highly educated and trained people in
Britain than ever before—and that they
arc working with the system. You do
not have to be an intellectual to observe
that in general the intellectuals do what
they're told—whether they are doing
research on germ warfare at Porton or
making television commercials.

But Intellectuals Today is a massive
over-simplification. Mr. Fyvel makes no
mention of the New Left or Private Eye.
He ignores the fact that the widespread
employment of intellectuals by institu-
tions like the BBC has led to the occa-
sional dissemination of ideas which are
clearly subversive.

He mentions the British avant-garde in
the theatre, films and television, referring
to its commercial success, but he seems
not to appreciate that the work of
writers like John Osborne has affected—
and reflected—the thinking of an entire
generation.

The questions Mr. Fyvel asks his
intellectuals—and his editing of their
replies—indicate his political views:

Then how do you explain the
emotionalism which has turned the old
Left-wing movements info movemenis of
protest in which young people in this
safe age—safe in the West—behave as
though they were still looking for
vielence?

Mr. Fyvel dismisses or ignores ten-
dencies which contradict his main thesis.
His only reference to the Vietnam war
which has alienated so many intellectuals
is to be found in a footnote.

Mr. Fyvel has written a book which
will probably be bought by many of the
people it purports to describe. But they
will be disappointed if they expect to be
challenged, shocked or stimulated by the
author's ideas. :

PISSPOT ?

An example of collaboration by
intellectuals with the system was reported
in The Times last week :

Home Office scientists have been puff-
ing Indian Hemp to help police detect
people who have been smoking it
illegally.

Experiments at the Home Office Cen-
tral Research Establishment laboratories
here are aimed ar finding a foolproof
method of tracing cannabis in samples
of urine.

WyNFORD HICKS.

stand this time, and they ask for as
much
hope

Puxon at 01-349 9427
‘thix,_dtgqa]e for free-
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The Shipyard
Closures

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS, com-

ing in the same week that two
shipyards are to be closed down by
the end of the vear, has dealt a
particularly hard blow to ship
workers. These closures will mean
that nearly 5.000 men will be made
redundant in areas with already
high unemployment.

The vards affected are Alexander
Stephen on the upper reaches of the
Clyde and Mr. Charles Clore’s Fur-
ness shipvard on the Tees. Both
closures stem directly from the re-
organisation of shipbuilding which
was recommended by the Geddes
Report. This advocated the creation
of a small number of large group-
ings of yards to make the industry
competitive on an international scale
and to be better placed to win
orders for the large ships which

T L
Gontact Golumn

This column exists for mutoal aid.
Donations towards cost of typesetting
will be welcome.

Social. Saturday evening, March 16
{Eve of Vietnam Demo). ‘Roebuck’,
Tottenham Court Road. For Anar-
chist Black Cross. Folk singers,
etc., welcome.  4/6d.

Vietnam Demo Film. If you want to
help make a film with London
Filmakers Co-op go to Arts Labora-
tory, 2 p.m., Saturday, March 16, or
9 am. i7th, steps of St. Martin’s.

Free Modem Jazz. Ladbroke Hotel,
Notting Hill, Wednesday evenings.

“Resistance’: Magazine of the Committee

" of 100, Birmingham Peace Action
Centre, Factory Road, Birmingham
19, England. (1/3 post paid.)

Scattered in Yorkshire? Get in touch
with P, Constable, 34 Durham Street,
Hull. Weekly meetings now at Blue
Belle, Longate!

Taunton Vigil on Vietnam, March 23,
2 pm. Assemble Castle Green Car
Park.

Van and driver if possible. Required
Easter Weekend. For March, Anar-
chist Lit. sales team and public
meetings, etc. Write J. Huggon, c/o
Freedom Press.

Sweden's one and only libertarian library

is grateful to receive both gifts and

offers. Wants all books, pamphlets
icali of interest

ch Assistant wanted (f), full or
time.  Some travel involved.

Geddes forecast would be built, The
Government gave £50m. and £200m
in loans to help create these larper
units. :
Many thought that the industry
was all set for a recovery and that
devaluation would give them further
advantages over foreign competitors,
While this may be so for those who
have amalgamated into the larger
groupings, but this is by no means
certain, those left out, like Stephens
and Furness, are closing before they
lose any more money. '

When plans were worked out by
the consultants for the new Upper
Clyde Group, they recommended
that as Stephens would not fit into
the scheme, it should be closed.
Redundant workers from Stephens
will not be able to find work at the
grouping's yards. The Charles Con-
nell shipyard is also due for closure,
according to the consultants’ report,
but will be kept going until the
Upper Clyde Group has enough
work (if it ever does) to absorb these
workers.

The Furness shipyard was taken
over by Sears Holdings, whose
Chairman is Charles Clore, in 1951
In the last few years, £5m. have been
spent in modernisation to make it
one of the best equipped in the
country. Last year, Mr. Clore
warned that he would close the yard
if it did not pay its way in the next
year and he has now kept that pro-
mise. It seems that yard does not
fit into any of the ggoupings for the
Tees, and the Wear grouping has
not yet progressed far enough to
know its needs.

A BLEAK OUTLOOK

The Minister of Technology.
speaking about Furness, has said
that ‘despite the re-equipment of
the yard in recent years and a rise
in steelwork productivity in the last
few months, (it) has not been able
to obtain profitable orders for the
kind of vessel for whose construc-
tion the yard is best suited’. Any
move for a government take-over is
obviously a non-starter,

For the sacked men things look
bleak. Both Clyde and Tees already
have high unemployment. The
Ministry of Labour has said it *will
do all it can to help redundant wor-
kers find suitable employment and
to offer training facilities where
appropriate’. But this sort of state-
ment made in London bears very
little relation to the situation on the
Tees and Clyde. Many will, no

ubl, find other jobs using the same
.bicﬂgsurﬁed lrlr; take
' jobs, but the rest
] i v m_adole"
of this
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where maximum profits are the aim,
it becomes more profitable to sack
men. No doubt the new equipment
at the Furness yard will be sold off
and used elsewhere, but isn't this
also a waste of energy and time
when men could be working there?
If profits were not the criteria, then,
if the yard had to close, the men
could work nearby at other yards
and so reduce the hours of labour.
Obviously this is the sane and
rational answer.

RATIONALISATION

If shipyards have to be bigger to
be able to build the huge tankers
and container ships. then it is only
a matter of employing more men in
these yards, but this is not how the
Government of the employers see it.
They want less men to turn out more
tonnage at fewer but larger yards.
Even the increasing size of vessels
1s part of the same rationalisation
which is affecting not only ship-
building. but seamen and other
industries as well.

Will this be the end of closures
now that the Geddes groupings are
taking shape? This all depends on
how competitive they are and how
big is the demand for shipping.
Geddes was very optimistic on the
latter, but many did not agree with
him. So even with the new set-up,
it is still possible, very likely in
fact, that sections of these groupings
will be closed if they are not making
the necessary profits. Obviously, if
this came about, then those jobs
should be defended by other workers
in the group. Now is the time to
carry out the necessary organisation
and to forge the link-ups that are
essential to make such a struggle
effective.

These closures should also be
seen in a wider context of the
mergers and amalgamations that are
taking place throughout British in-
dustry. The companies that take
over are the ones that are more effi-
cient at making a profit, of squeezing
more out of the labour force. It is
the trend of bigger and bigger com-
panies, with monopoly control of
the market, which, as such, are able
to compete and gain a higher pro-
portion of the profits in the inter-
national markets.

Many more workers will be facing
this issue and it can be fought if
others assist those threatened. Re-
sistance to prevent the shipyard
closures looks a non-starter, but this
is not the end by any means. Isola-
tion of struggle in the face of
sackings is fatal. Assistance and
sympathy action by other workers

could defeat them.
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DOUBLE

ROUBLE

T'S BEEN 15 months of freezing feet
and coughing chests for the 70-odd
strikers who still stare at the broken
windows of the Roberts-Arundel engineer-
ing firm.

Now another Stockport firm has done
a double by forcing its workers to strike
for the same things as Arundels did in
1966. The firm, Heywoods, a crane fac-
tory at Reddish, has not long been taken
over by the Acrow group. The 156
strikers there are fighting for union rights
and recognition, against a management
who are banning breaks, restricting holi-
days, gagging Shop Stewards, and forcing
workers to accept Work Study with
Watches. and claiming the right to move
workers when and where they want to.
The firm’s 20 draughtsmen have all de-
cided they’ll join the strike on Monday.

It’s the same old tale again! The Acrow
management will talk to the men, but it
won’t let the men have power to stop
any bad acts of management.

This double dispute could turn serious
and spread if other factories in the
Acrow group come out too. Only last
week 20-odd workers at Dan Foxwell &
Son, Stockport, struck in protest over
the firm taking on a scab draughtsman
from Arundels.

It’s just come out that to stop the
North West strike of one million workers

PIEGE-WORK

IECE-WORK ALWAYS has been a

pain in the neck to the working man.

On piece rates the weakest goes to the

wall, and it causes more trouble than
soft Mick.

Because of it the
workers at Stockport are working to
rule. After offering to give a new
management piece-work scheme a try,
the blokes found they were losing out
and the firm was cutting piece prices on
the sly.

Working harder for less money is not
on! So the lads, using their right to
refuse the new scheme, tried to get the

Hawker Siddeley

‘Blind Alleys

Dear Editors,

I read P.T.s article in the paper on
the farce of the Liaison Committees rank
and file meeting held at the Seymour
Hall. Besides being bloody pathetic and
disappainting it was virtually a repetition
af what has been said before, vear after
year ad nauseunt. I refer to conference
nol article which was good!

Here you have exposed all the ‘blind
alleys' and myths that invariably these
sosealled conferences spew up. The facts
how they (CP, SLL, ete.) manipu-

| ‘stage-manage’ these gatherings
ow becoming widely known. The
~of certain prospective dclmte?

in support of the Arundel strikers, the

management has agreed to meet the |
unions.
One suggested solution is for the

unions to carry out a series of surprise
checks or inspections to find out if the
firm has really closed. But most pickets’
and local trade unionists won't be satisfied”
until, either the firm packs up and sells
out, or they take on all the strikers and
accept trade unionism.
NEWSPAPER LIARS
These Stockport workers are fighting
for our hard-won workshop freedoms:
and union rights.
It’s the sort of syndicalist spirit, which
the Stockport spinners had in January
1829, when they struck against the bosses
attempt to cut their pay. Six months latel
they were starved back to work, througl
lack of funds. !
We want to see that this doesn’t happel
again! But papers like the People, an
doing their best to cause bother by say
ing the strikers get ‘£28 a week’ strik
pay. ‘We'd swop shops with anybody)
answer the pickets; nearly half who first
came out have now found other jobs. |
Meanwhile, out of the strike fund§
came £34 last week for militants Bam=
ford and Byrne, fined for obstruction
while on picket.
NorTH WEST WORKERS.

firm to call it off.

No such luck! The firm has its foot
in the door, and has brought off a wage
cut almost with the blokes® blessing. !

Result, the lads are now on £11 or £12
a week, while they work at beneath the
bonus rate, producing no more than
enough to fetch them the basic union
rate.

A meeting is going to be held this
week when the lads hope to get the
scheme thrown out. Let’s hope so, since
these lads have been leading supporters
of the Roberts-Arundel strikers.

From A CORRESPONDENT.

LETTER

Exposed

of the meeting; this being the specific
linking up of the scattered pockets of
resistance and of course the emphasis on
the absolute self-relinnce of the people.
Pity you did not have space to amplify
these points—as this was badly needed,
never mind. If it encourages you in any
way, there are a number of us in industry
who are highly conscious of this situation
and are making every effort to help all
genuine militants who day by day are
opting out of the complete irrelevance of
“left’ politics.
Yours fraternally,

Luton GEORGE SHAW.
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