IS Black,

I No. 2 Court. Marlborough Street,
procecdings began against the Ameri-
movel, Last Exit tw Brooklyn by
Selby, Inr. a description of
xual mores, plus poverty and
by induced by a capitalist society.
rs. Calder & Boyars, publishers
> book in Britain, were prosecuted
f the Obscene Publications Act, 1959,
in 3. brought by way of a private
pons by Sir Cyril Black, MP.
Haver, the prosecutor, read pianis-
the offending passages of Last Exit
woklvn. The magistrate. being so
thim, was able to appreciate the
ed mumble. Finished, the prose-
b called his first witness: H. Monit-
fy-Hyde, historian.
‘beaked nose. long thin lips grimac-
downwards, eyes blinking nervously,
bafraid of a menacing fist. A stolid
¥ on weak legs, Hyvde declared his
gfications. Then hs said the book
disgusted and pauseated him. He
itted to the prosecutor that he had
gnded Fanny Hill because of its lite-
y merils, as one must join the band-
jgon for future generations to see how
flassic is defended when it is a classic.
p counsel for the defence, he denied
je book had ‘little’ merit as literature
ir sociologyd He felt it would corrupt
fender minds. He was nervous. essaying
posture of university don on the
edestal before his students, which, as
fthis was no university, seemed to give
him the sensation of being out of his
‘depth. The defence omitted to ask him:
‘As author of 4 History of Pornography,
were you not capitalizing on the desire
of many people for smut when you
chose such a theme and title?"
The second prosecution wilness was
. Robert Pitman. The prosecutor made
him admit he has been literary critic of
the Sunday Express for the past eleven
\years; but he corrected the information
for the defence by saying he was really
terary editor. Mouth grimacing dowr-
i automatic windshield-wiper smile,
‘he barked out his thoughts on the book’s
‘depravity. He guoled passages from it,
declaring that. had not somebody else
~done it before him. he himself would
- have brought the book to court. He
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- would draw his body back like a little

Polifician

mongrel on the leash to its lady, to
lunge forward with held-by-the-leash
courage for every fresh whelp. The
defence omitted to ask him: “Why do
you gel so much pleasure in mentioning
in court with such good diction and
emphasis, the words “cock-suck™ and
“shit” from passages in the book?"

The third prosecution witniess was Sir
Basil Blackwell, of the bookshop in
Oxford and other pursuits. Past his
prime by several decades. he lacked the
venerable look old men (like Bertrand
Russell) acquire when their bodies have
nol been aflected by the monkey glands
of Voronoff. He said the book wds vile.
He admitted to the defence that his son
had sent the book to an MP in Parlia-
ment to start the prosecution. He also
admitted ignorance over the matter that
his bookshop had ordered more than
40 copies of the book. all sold at 30/-.
The defence omitted to ask him: ‘Have
you ever sold Mein Kampf and the Life
of the Princesses by Crawfie?’

The fourth and last witness for the
prosecution was Or. Ernest Caxton, an
expert on homosexuality. On the panel
of the Wolfenden Report, he asserted
he has had intimate contact with homo-
sexuals. through his work, He breathed
in deep to declaim in a thin voide his
sententious findings: the book would
corrupt. He said homosexuals could be
divided inte two categories: essential and
induced. The latter are the ones in-
duced to their sickness by books such as
Last Exit 10 Brooklyn. The former seem

to be born.
The case was adjourned until Novem-
ber 12, 10.30 am., when the defence

witnesses will rise to give evidence. Will
the outcome be the "destruction of the
little freedom gained for books in these
last few years?

Ian KALISZEWSKI,

P e e ]

One Door Opens
Another Closes

FORTNIGHT AGO we were cheer-

ing the victory at King Hill. The
campaign moved on at the weekend to a
new battleground, the Homeless Hostel,
ul Abridge in Essex.

There, on Sunday, November 6, a
group of people, who have loosely formed
themselves into an ad hoe organisation
which they call the Friends of Abridge,
entered the hostel bringing with them
doors, partitions, curtains and tools, and
attempted to partition the dormitories,
which house ten mothers with their
ts which would

h:\"t;RY NOW and again a ray

of cheer breaks into this damp
dungeon known gas life. Some
puffed-up official (akes a pratfall,
a queen has a smoke-bomb flung in
front of her, a president has paint
splattered over his car, a cabinel
minister drops a gooly, some pro-
minent television personality loses
his temper or recovers his sanity,
policemen are caught housebreak-
ing, prison warders are nabbed for
bribery, compulers make ghastly
CITOrS, Or newspapers run obscene
mi_~prinls, But these joys are rare.

I'he escape of George Blake from
Wormwood Scrubs is an event up-
on which no honestly sane man can
look upon with regret. It was com-
pletely non-violent, it had in it no
menace (0 human life (not even
prison warders or policemen). [
passed off with the minimum of
fuss. Perhaps the pot of Howers
was a delicate tribute to those
‘without whom this escape would
not have been possible’, so slick
and well-handled it seems to have
been. A tribute to British produc-
tion and exports.

Even if. one has a remote belief
in ‘justice’, Blake had served a
long-enough stretch. In any case
if the Government had done a deal,
as we did in the case of Lonsdale
who was exchanged for Wynne or
as the Americans did in exchanging
Abel for Powers there would be no
talk of ‘justice not being done’. As
it is we have not got even Gerald
Brooke back but unfortunately his
crime seems to have been (even
from the yiewpoint of the British

Governmgit) that he was not a spy
and wasfworking on his own bat.
If ofe believes in the deterrent

theory of punishment, espionage is
the field in which the career has a
built-in destruction kit (like Powers’
plane). Once captured, a spy is no
further use to his employers, he
may be of use (at liberty) to his
captors but that is another story.

Blake's ‘reformation’ had been
completed.

It is only that fierce desire for
vengeance, [or punishment for trea-
son. which is frustrated by the
Blake escape. Minds which are
after vengeance are generally im-
pervious to a calm reason which
would suggest that since Blake was
not a British brthright citizen his
nationality (like that of William
Joyce) was a matter of his own
choice and subject to change with-
out notice. It is this which makes
‘treason’ S0 particularly heinous in
the eyes of the state.

On the Governmental side it is
chiefly pride that has been hurt:
the Opposition have flung into the
Government’s face the taunt thal
they can't keep dangerous spies
safely in prison hence they are in-
competent. The whole thing has
been dragged down 1o the usual
‘sucks-boo' level of Parliamentary
debate and the only result so far is
that those poor dupes who are al-
ready eking out their miserable lives
serving sentences for espionage have
been uprooted inlo  maximum
security jails and Mountbatten, that
expert on glasshouses and—we are
told—electronics, 1s o head a com-
mission. What the commission
will do we do not know.

There has grown up a belief,
reared on spy-fiction, that Blake is
really a double-double agent. That
is, he is really still working for us
that is, the British, and we only put
him in jail as a bluff and so we have
allowed him to escape. This re-
minds one of Ustinov's lines in
Romanoff and Juliet: *You mean
they know we know he knows!’
This kind of speculation though
doubtless useful for passing away
the long winter evenings seems
fruitless. It only needs our double-
double agent to get the plans of the
anti-missile missile and doublecross
us and we’'ll all be in trouble.

However the serious business of

un, Blake, Run!

this Governmenl seems lo now be
how can we make our prisons safe,
The forward-looking Duaily Mirror
has come up with a suggestioa that
we build our own Alcatraz (regard-
less of the fact that Alcatraz was
declared obsolete some time ago).
Other armchair penological pundits
have come up with suggestions for
Alsatian dogs, electrified fercing,
walch-towers, shaven heads, depri-
vation of trousers and other methods
all tried and found wanting. Per-
haps the whole matter could be
transferred to the Ministry of Social
Security?

The facts must be faced firstly
that the increase in escapes should
be an accepted consequence of the
risk of open prisons—a risk which
must be taken if we are to even fry
for reform in prisons. Secondly,
any intelligent man will naturally
try Lo escape {rom a severe senience
and the greater the restriction the
greater the challenge. Given ade-
quate planning, capital and con-
tacts even Stuart Christie could be
‘sprung’. [t is said that the greatest
number of prison escapes take place
from the Georgia chain gang and
the usual effect of tighter security
is to create ‘closely-knit’ groups of
conyicts who by hook or crook will
riot, At least that is American
experience.

The whole moral (if morals enter
mto i) of the Blake affair is that
governments (and oppositions) will
haggle over anything except the
important things. There was a
melodrama once where the hero
said, “You have foreclosed my mort-
gage, seduced my wife, killed my
old mother but beware lest you go
too far.’

Mr. Harold Wilson has increased
unemployment, taxed employment,
sabotaged the trade unions but he
knows that it he lets Blake escape
or is too soft on prisoners he’s
gone oo far!

JACK ROBINSON,

ANARGHISTS IN THE NEWS

JAPAN: AGAINST
VIETNAM WAR

APANESE police, according to Reuter,
believe they have uncovered an
‘anarchist plot’ to destroy Japanese . fac-
tories which manufacture weapons for
the war in Vietnam, The police said
that 10 youths raided one factory on
Wednesday, ransacked the president’s
office, then scattered pamphlets urging
workers to stop manufacturing weapons

¢ for Vietnam.

There were also student demonstra-
tions by the Zengakuren on the eve of
a nation-wide strike (involving five million
trade unionists) who were expected 1o
walk ofl their jobs in protests against
the Vietnam war.

The students ransacked a police box,
smashed the windows of police cars
and tore up paving stones. Twenty-five
Tokyo policemeén were imjured and 17
youths were arrested.

LIVERPOOL:
POLICE SEARCHES

N FRIDAY, October 21, two CID
men called at Comrade Paul Row-
landson’s house in Liverpool. They had
a search. warrant. They said that the
local Civil Defence HQ had been broken
into and some walkie-talkies and
stricted literature had been taken.
They searched his room and came
across the Liverpool YCND minutes and
general book, with a long list of names
and addresses in it

re-

ANARCHIST ARRESTS IN SPAIN

PANISH POLICE ARRESTED five

ammunition and false passports at the
Mudrid apartment.

The American Ambassador later talk-
ing to UPI denied any knowledge of being
the targel of the plot.

Our comrade, Luis Andres Edo, only
last May gave a clandestine press con-
ference in Madrid drawing the atlention
of the world to the many thousands of
political prisoners in  Spanish  jails.
(Freppom 16.7.66 and  FLIL's  letter,
.66.) o
ur newly detained comrades need our

like those who have been sentenced

They took the book and a map of the
Civil Defence HQ and details of an
exervise called ‘All Rounder’, which the
Civil Defence staged on October 16,
and at which the YCND and the Liver-
pool group held 4 vigil-cum-demonstra-
tion.

It 15 suggested by another comrade
that the CID used the excuse of the
breaking in to search Rowlandson’s
rooms as our comrade had nothing to
do with the break-in.

On Thursday, October 27, Paul Row-
landson had a telephone call from the
CID informing him that he could go
and collect the address book. He thought
it advisable 1o be accompanied and the
National Vice-Chairman of YCND, Tony
Hetherington, went down with him to
the CID offices in Eaton Road.

The CID then took the opportunity
of grilling Tony Hetherington as ‘well
for 40 minutes (it seems they were also
after him) and wished to take both
Tony Hetherington's and Paul Rowland-
son’s lingerprints!  They have refused
to consent to this and are awaiting CID’s
next move: !

M _H.
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Books can
with

Please order in good time.
be sent direct to your f{riends,
cards if necessary. Invoices to you
SUGGESTED BOOKS
Talks to Parents and Teachers

Homer Lane 10/6
Homer Lane: a Biography
W. David Wills 40/-
Anarchy and Order Herbert Read 21/~
To Hell with Culture Herbert Read 21/-
Education Through Art
Herbert Read (paper back) 16/-
Contemporary British Art
Herbert Read (paper buck) 8/6
Art Now Herbert Read (paper back) 10/6
The Sane Society
Erich Fromm (paper back) 12/6
The Art of Loving
Erich Fromm (paper back)
The Anarchists
(ed.} Irving L. Horowitz (paper back) 7/6
Patterns of Anarchy
(ed.) Krimerman and Perry
(paper back) 15/-
Authority and Deling y in the

Modern State Alex Comfort 10/6

Darwin and the Naked Lady
Alex Comfort 18/

4/6

Roads to Freedom
Bertrand Russell (paper back)
The Spanish Lahyrinth
Gerald Brenan 13/6
Muaking Do Paul Goodman 35/-
Discipline Without Punishment
Oskar Spiel 21/-
How to Talk Dirty and Influence
People Lenny Bruce 32/6
and
(of course)
Freedom Press Poblications listed below

Freedom Bookshop

{Open 2 p.m.—5.30 p.m, daily;
10 a.m.—1 p.m. Thorsdays;
10 a.m.—5 p.m. Saturdays).

17a MAXWELL ROAD

6/~

FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736

s e s ]
FREEDOM PRESS
PUBLICATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDUM’

Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity
Vol 3 1953 Colonialism m Trial

Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol § 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Watrra
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Erz
Vol § 1958: Socialism in 8 Wheelchair
Vol 9 1959: Print. Press & Public

vol 10 1960; The Tragedy of Africa
Vol |1 1961: The People in the Street

Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching
Vol 13 1963: Forces of Law and Order
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6

The paper edition of the Selections s
availahle to readers of FREEDOM

st £/6 post free.

VERNON RICHARDS
Malatesta: His Life and ldeas
cloth 21/-; paper 10/6.

£ MALATESTA

Anarchy Paper 1/:

‘What is Property? cloth 42/-

ABC of Anarchism paper 3/6
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ROUND THE GALLERIES

l'!Hl INTERNATIONAL Destruction
in Art Symposium has quietly Nowed
down its own self-crented drain with but
hardly a gurgle and all the Town
do is 1o wait for the book of the
One would have assumed, in al] evnical
mnocence, that the magazine Art attel
Artists, having given almost all of their
it issue 1o this kultur-chicken-kill
g-fest, would have followed this inrer
national story through to its

myth

SOur anti
climax but it seems that Mario Amaya
the editor, has chosen 1o let the story
die the death with a two-page -.m:mr_.\

lype press photograph layout of among

those present.  If one wished to assess
off-beat opinion from these 20 stamp-
size photographs one would have

dreamed up a mental picture of & group
of tea-sipping geniles playing with bal-
loons, digging holes in the basements of
better bookshops sitting al learned
attention at the knees of a group of
international theoreticians engaged 1n @
Swiftian discussion on at which end one

and

cracks an egg.

After the roars of anger in the pages
of Cuddon's, FrReepom and Peace -\:'. 44
Mario Amaya, and Art and  Artists,

should accept their self-imposed responsi-
bility to justify the dreary buichery of
inoffensive illustrale  an
accepted thesis.

creatures 1o

Meanwhile the DIAS wversion of the
Vietcong continues to operate within the
jungles off the Edgware Road. From
the cultural base at Better Books Cob-
bing has led his group h in a take-over
of the Drian Gallery at 5 Porchester
Pluce, W.2. Whatever one may think
of the 87 works on display in this large
gallery one is conscious of the tactical
failure of Gustav Metzger, of DIAS, 1o
utilise this local talent for, if these
people had been incorporated into the
monied set-up of DIAS and the stupid
chicken-killing, frog-squashing gimmicks
dropped, DIAS could have put on an
act that would have had the Town kick-
ing up its heels for at least a week,
group I was formed in 1951 and its aim,
lo quote ils original constitution, was ro
encourage creative painging in  which
abstract and structional qualities are a
primary consideration.  But, as with all
minority groups, floundering around
with a map but no particular destina-
tion, it was left to newly arrived Jeff
Nuttall to give the group a fresh and
powerful impetus—if not in ils thinking,
then in its sense of purpose.

As with all minority groups, group h
has pioneered much that is accepted as
the common coin of the plush Bond
Street galleries, seen talent drift in and
out of its duplicated catalogues and
basked in the sour glory of being ostra-
cised by the koltur big-time. Bruce
Lacey assembled his modern gothic
horror machines with group /it as early
as 1954 and he now bleeds within the
international Marlborough Gallery stable
of all the talents. John Latham, of the
DIAS book-burning squad, is rightly be-
ginning to gently tread water on the
national commercial art level while
David Warren who is showing with
group h will, by the very nature of his
talent, find a wider outlet than this
group can offer,

There is much that succeeds and much
that fails in this exhibition within the
Drian Gallery. The reason for most of
the failures lies in their denial of one
of the first principles of art—that a work
of art must exist as such irrespective of
period or social background, It is for

contact
Granton

this reason that Nutall Tuils, for, having
divoree his hurstiing big of Mangy in
testines from the scribby ploom of the
Better Hooks basement into  the sud,

Drinn Gallery
and le

well-serubbed light of the
it udds nothing 10 the objects

the spectator merely with an anci Ry
by and some ill-doubed wadding pee
ing nredly through sausage sacks
butcher's muslin [l'JII’LI Pike with her
urning rei lief mabiles makes the

gently
transition for. li
demand nothi

e Cald
from the

mobiles. they
spectator be-

yond @ quiel acceplance

The foult of this exhibition, if it can
be held to be at fault, is epitomised in
John Rowan's FMaptic nos. 1 and 2
Rowan offers a small black box, with a
small circular hole in one side, and one
is invited to please put hand in holes
wp fo, wrist and explore by touch. Within
the hidden darkness of this small box
are placed knives und spikes and in
theory one should, m sy-like. push

one’s hand into the \I.rkn-\\ of this box
in search of an uesthetic experience only

to hnd a surrealist mess of knives and

spikes lacerating the hands. A fun fun
idea if it had worked, for one could
visualise the Town's culture colerie
wreathed in hand bandages and flaunting
their Purple Hearts But the hole in
the side of the box was too small, and

three of us tried to force our hands into

the box, and when one eased an engquir-
ing index finger through the hole one
felt only blunr unwoundable spikes

DIAS deserved to fail for its porten-
tous sterility and the nastiness of its
imported gimmicks, while group I suc-
ceeds within s own parochial frame of
reference but history and the Town have
passed it by,

ARTHUR Moyse

Against
All Bombs

The following |etter has been sent to
the Chinese Chargé d'Affaires from the
London and National Committee of 100
Dear Sir, :

We write on the subject of the testing
of a nuclear missile by your Govern-
ment,

We appreciate the utier wrongness of
American nuclear/military commitments
in the Pacific and their hostile aim in
the direction of China.

Over the years we, of the Committee
of 100, have organised a long series of
demonstrations at the US Embassy in
London and at US military bases in
different parts of Britain. As a country
actually occupied by American troops
we have no illusions on the score of
US policy.

But from the Committee of 100 we
do not take sides in the Cold War, We
are convinced that all Bombs, missiles
and military alliances make for war and
we oppose them all equally.

We ask you, therefore, to convey 10
your Goyvernmenl our strongest objec-
tion to your testing of a new weapon
and to tell them also that we condemn
the other side equally, have taken action
accordingly and will continue to do so.

Yours faithfully,
PETER W. CADOGAN,
National Secretary
SUSAN ABRAHAMS.
London Secretary

Anarchist Federation of Britain

(As there is no national secretarial for enquiries, speakers, eic., please contact local groups.)

ANARCHIST MEETINGS AT HYDE
EVERY SUNDAY AT 2 P.M.

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
‘DISCUSSION MEETINGS

ggﬁf"’ o Famaald RSN

PARK

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE. Cer-
n, Saracen Head

( J.  Tempest,
ountain lngunun I 212526,

Ist and Fridays of month at above
P m[mmm Neil Dean, 74

S.E.13, 2nd and #th
at Mike Malet’s, 61 Giranville

US AT THE ALDWYCH

FHE play Uy iy a

eX perience,  cver Tisr anarchist
who has read The Naked Lunch

It is a good play: it 15 also somehow
more than a play Ihe political content
is projected so strong that one Teels ut
times maore ps though one is on a demon
gtration than in o theatr

This is not developed quite enough 1o
allow  the audience 1o participate us
demonstrutors,  The proscenium is still
A bar r was on the night 1 altended

1w be interested 1o kKnow if there
has  beer spontiancous action at
other perfo e

' left the theatre rh..:.-n-,-l-.h ick with
mysell for not having intervened at one
poimnt

This was the climax of the evenit
and it curious that | have not reoad
any cnbcal  discussion of it il o
preserve  dramatic LTS for  Tulure
audiences?

After an evening obsessed with burn
ings—hy  Budd monks, by vpalm
by Norman Mornison; an actor, forsaking
the convention of make-beheve inherent
in the rest of the production, ceremo
niously sets light to o white butterily
while the aundience looks on mule

1 think the authors of the play in
tended that we should accept this demon

A VIEWPOINT ON

IPHROUGHOUT  radical
unattached circles
increase in the discussion
and usage of drugs. Many inferesting
and valuable advances are being made
in the expansion of experience and chart-
ing of the subconscious; but, particularly
in radical and libertarian
dangerous situation is being
develop. The urge to challenge existing
restrictive concepts is permitting enthu-
siasm to obscure reality, in some areas

Whilst staunchly defending the right
of the individual to exclusive authority
over the usage of his own person, |
maintain that the individual must be
kept aware of his responsibility to the
wellbeing of his fellows, not permitting
his own indulgences to impose on their
liberty.

The presence of junkies, drunks and
sundry other irresponsibles is a drag and
a menace to the freedom of association

libertiarian
and there is a

CONSpPICUOus

circles, a
allowed 1o

in any group which is concerned about
the improvement of society; we have
enough problems, without yow bringing

more on us.

Certainly we must help our sick, but to
get straight, not to deify their ailments
The person who extols the delights of
opiates and s and publicly
uses marcotics, must be seen as a danger-
ous, irresponsible child, accept-
able in a libertarian group than an advo-
cate of racial discrimination,
any other anti-social activity

The aim of anarchism is the liberation
of the individual, not the support of
actions which ensure the bondage to
demands more excessive and destructive
than any postulated by the prophets of
the proletarian revolution

More than 15 years of living amongst
being lived off by, and being died on,
by junkies, has firmly dispelled any
romantic view of the addict as an
emancipated rebel, They are sick. and
their illness is contagious, Check with
the statements and experiences of any
longtime user; Bird, Billie Holliday,

egens,
no more

fascism or

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION.
Regiooal Secretary: J. Bromley, 44 Doncaster
Avenue, Manchester, 20, Buxton: Chris Berris-
ferd, 10 Byron Street, Buxton. Chorley: Alistair
Rauray, 35a Devomshire Road, Chorley Man-
hester:  Mike Milchell, 1 Bakewell Road,
Droylesden,  Manchester Brenda Mercer, 6
Breckside Park, Liverpool, 6. Rochdale: lan
Heywood, 16 Mamﬁcld Road. Bamford, Hoch-
dale. Stoke-on-Trent: Bob Hlakeman, 52 Weldon
Avenue. Weston Coyney, Stoke-on-Trent

EAST LONDON FEDERATION

Contact

WALTHAM FOREST ANARCHISTS.
Lionel Donnelly, 3223 Hoe Strest, Walthamstow,
E.17 Mlsetll\p every Thursday at above address
WEST H ARCHISTS. Coniact

Higgs, & Wﬂlhury Road, Forest Gate, E7

WEST LONDON FEDERATION

RTHOLT Contact:  Jim

GROUP.  Get
Adrian D-fbnhim 2 Oakley House.
nue, London

into

ra o
the pant that € re hapg ) <epl

the sutlering in Vieinam becy we e

glad It is not happening | } les

] qu ¢
actor Nicks away a1 his cagar
and we all know perfectly we t
not ndmit o ourselves, thit he
to do something brutal and hal we
top him if have the will

Though the Jdramatic eflect o
I think the nction is re So
only a butterfly that will die A
hours anywily th prle h
founded ind  ho
to show | thut the limit |
reached, that more needless pain

iMernbh

OF course 1 ix possible that nly
butterflies released into the auditord
are real ones. and that he burns a o
of while paper simulatin st e
and the suffering s not res

Then it would be all right to it

ind let hum do it
Or would it?
Brian Ricyarny 3
F )

NARGOTICS ;

talents have been dist

by their misfortunes, and they Al b 4
the same—it only makes todsy'sl "
fen limes bigger tomorrow Thel

winners are the smart operalorg ]

have made it the status symbol @ L i
sixties, convincing the gullible that

time they putl that script over the €8 4

at Boots they are
instant super-personility

receiving a pag { !-.l

If you feel 11 an essentiul part Of I
rich pattern, by all means let youlg '
boost Messrs, Dupont, Ciba & Well8
profits; thrill to the hip sensaligy
paralysis from a dose of belludonnag
faulty liver is just
up by LSD; but
heights spare a little grain of
vour less enlightened comrades
your pleasures to yourselves. The M§
may need you, the movement doesn'l
I. JTACKS

longing to be &8
Olym

charit

from your

An Anarchist Leaflet

Dear Comrades

chist oup on Thi

1t wa

concrete m.r towards
anarchist leaflet, the lach
have felt for
important matier, il was ag
should invite members of
groups in the London area 1
meeting 1o be held on Thurs
ber 24, at 745 pm. at 6
SE.13, to

ome time

Park, Lewisham, further this
project

I hope that one or more per
from your group will be able to come,

and bring some ideas with them

Yours fraternally

MICHAEI
for Lewisl
Anarchist »

MANCHESTER PROVDS. All inter ested
David Stringer and Dave Tugbeh,

Street, Cheetham Hill, Manches
CAMBRIDGE. Contact Wallyjon 1|
Richmond House, Devon Road,
MID-MIDDLESEX. (Harrow, We

Hendon.) Anyone - interest in
libertarian group for dis lon  and possible
action write to Nicolas and Ruth Walter, 4
Vane Close, Kenton, Harrow, Middlesex
SOUTH COAST, BRIGCGHTON, ETC, Easthourne,
Hastings, Lewes area contact Alan Albon.
Swable, CGlynleigh Farm, Peversey, Sumex  Phone

Hailsham 158,

WATFORD. Agyonc interested pleass contact
Alan Pritchard, 8 | 3 'atford, Herts
MEDWAY TOWNS ARE Proposed r
Erroll Davies, 22 S \1.;-..; =1 Sirest, Hios
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Dear Comrades,
It is with regret thal we announce that
the series of meecungs held at the ‘Lamb
. & Flag’ have come 1o an end, In view
b1

of the fact that the uny-minded aclivisis

r: who have broken these meelings up and
P caused them (o finish are delightedly
5

stating, 'we have achieved our obj..ct wc
have broken up your meetings’ the
London Anarchist Group conveners wish
10 make certain facts plain. :
The meetings were begun with & view

10 enabling militants 10 bring l_ho:ic
inleresied in anarchism together, listen

10 an informal ik on anarchism, and
discuss matiers over @ pinl. Qt_xih: clearly
s they were begun al a Dme when
‘working-class activity predominated, those
who organised and attended the meetings
were active during the week, and Sunday
meetings were their relaxation from work,
one way, and a method of consolidating
their activily, in another.

Of recent vears, it has been penerally

elt that those who came not from
Brect working-class acuvity, but from
ace demonsirations and so on, should

invited zlong 1o these
arn asbout anarchism. Tt
gested that the meetings
fernanive to action.
IOf late, however, we have 3 getling
.- certain  bourgeois clenfints who
objected 10 the whole setfip. It is
rtunately necessary to poimt out that
people are all from the bourgeoisie,
their whole auitude (shouting
those who spoke about the working-
problems, eitc.) stems from their
i consciousness.
jously, being rising young pub-
executives, professional people
so on, they were not engaged in
v and Sunday was the one day to
steam; To them, therefore, the
gs ‘were a substitute for action’.
idea of action was 1o attend our
“BEnngs and disrupt them, Apparently
thought that breaking up anarchist
fings (always from the back row)
one sure way of squaring with

meelings Lo
was never
were  an

fiey took no activity against the police
nsun..e but their idea of provo
ly was 1o shout down anarchist
flings. If we threw them oul, we
not libertarian; if we let them go on,
£ meeting would have to end. ‘Send
® the police, send for the police!” they
Teo C:d

n Sunday we had a particularly good
aker, a professional man, Michzel
Puane, who has stack out his neck for
ibertarian activity at work. He was
bowled down, and the main howler
ddeliberately made such a rumpus that the
ndlady of the pub requested the meet-
ings to end.

It is necessary to mention . names.

™ =2

nann

(=

8 pages
Every Month
Next Year!

7oA

c

=

‘Lamb & Flag’ Meetings

_ p. Schweilzer has, for some lime, been
;,) ng 1o brezk up n.._ct_mgg by constant
interruptions (telling a comrade last week
that ‘vou Wil have 1o give up soon, and
we will ke over the meenings). He
helped disrupt this mecting, as usual, but
he is not the main culprit. Those res-
ponsible for Sunday’s debacle are Charles

Radclifie, Mike Lessor
Before the meecting began  Radclifie
opened by complaining that somcbody

had said that they would send for the
police if the mectings Were broken up.
He was told he was a lar, and asked
to name names. He did not do go.
Later, he constantly
shouted, *Send for the police’ but when
the landlady came up and spoke with an
air of authority 'Be quiet’ they were so
quiet it was not real . . . they cven told
her thal it was not they who were
shouting but John Rety (who had told
them to be quier) and asked her to ban
him! Later said he would sit
down until the police came, A comrade
tapped him on the shoulder and told him
to go and he scuttled off like a frightened
rabbil.
Unfortunately,
late.

this action came 0O
The landlady was forced to ask us
o lepminale meelings, nor could we in
any case run meetings at which speakers

were insulted, as was Michael Duane
who tried to speak at this meeling.
No blame should be attached to the

management of the ‘Lamb & Flag® who
have beecn tolerant and helpful always;
who have run their place fairly and
squarely but could not have these lunatic
middle-class ‘militants’ screaming their
heads off and disturbing their Sunday
trade.

We wust however the movement will
take note of the conduct of these people
and see thal meelings are not broken up
in this fashion again.

There are no arrangements yel regard-
ing future meetings bul one thing is
certain: London Anarchist Group meet-
ings are not going to put up with this
.agam

MELTZER, KAVANAGH,
HUGGEN, WaLSH,
Conveners, London
Anarchist Group 1l

R OUT OF THIS WORLD
‘A Tragedy to Water Down Serious Newspapers’ (Cecil King)

PRESIDENT J0sinsoN 18 1
perations The oper
of Vietham 1§ (o conunue
anaesthelics Surgical attempls

Communism  resulted in the death  of

thirty=one  children and mne adults n
the North Vielnam village ol Thuidan
Altlempls 10 eliminagle  Amencan im-

in the death of 1wo
the detonation of an ammu-
nition 1d the killing by high
explosive shelling of eight people D
Saigon and the wounding of thirty, Three
of the dead were Americans and the
operation was  performed on Vietnam
Independence Day.

perialism  resulled
soldiers in

dump ar

THE AMERICAN ELECTIONS
proceed without
I 15 reported in the New
Tribune that his Commis
Affairs will visit Juneau
first Ume since his
spring. He is reputedly
the Indian vote. He has already spoken
with the Sioux tribe in Montana. The
Congressional Record is full of ‘*declara-
tions of Governmenl imterest in Indian
problems the Government has vel 1o
solve, says the Tribune. Mr. Bennent
the Commissioner, says politics had no-
thing 1o do with the timing of his trip
but in Montana the Democratic candi-
date said that 'even the Yugoslav vote
could swing the confest’. Montang has
an undetermined number of Yugoslavs
and about 20,0000 Indians. In - Alaska,
however, a Goldwater - conservalive -
Republican claims to be gaining the
Eskimo vote.

will apparently
Johnson bul
Herald
soncr of Indian
Alaska, for the
appointment last

President

York

ying o get

WILFRED G. BURCHEYT, reporting from
North Vietnam, writes in the National
Guardian, quoting NLF fighters: *We
have even collected unemplied gas con-
tainers which they [the Americans] put
into our tunnel systems and started our

own chemical warfare section, (urning
their own loxXic gas against them.” A

Soviet film camera-man, writing in the
Morning Star of a visit 1o NLF troops
in the Mekong Delta, tells of a wisit to
a unit where ‘The Group Commander
returns, tired, and tells us the battle was

lought specially in

“We

o greet

He said ve had & succes

Our ok

Yo
Ly P a7
and kKilled ZJ
Y Weapons

Twa aulo-

1e-guUns, seven

Davip

STAYT, O
Sar
did not sav

CND, explained in the

that he
that Communists. Anarchists

hould not

clsewhere)

and. others come on the
What he said was ‘that
and of
who wish 1o
Propagalic
lake

said also,

Easter march
there must be

umily ol purpose

thar ‘people

and
Use the
l\)l?.‘ﬁli?ﬁ--
Stayl
message of the
CND’s basic (unilateral
disarmament which is as
4% €VCer) with the empha

march 10
should

other
part’. Mr.
that the

reiterate

not
concludes, |
march should
aims nuclear
relevant loday

s on Vietnam,

where the US is brutal rapidly
escalating their war ol sion’ A
wriler t© Tribune reports that four

Young Socialists (Trotskyists no doubi)
were fined £40 with 18 guineas cosis al
(mplmn for joining @ Communist Party
Vietnam demonsiralion carrving posters
calling for 1h., victory ol the Vietnamese
revolution against US imperialism. The
Communist Party organmisers objected 10
their banners and called the police and
arrests followed. .

THE CHINESE EXPLODED a nuclear weapon
fixed 10 @ missile which landed
accuralely on pre-arranged larget. This
is China's fourth nuclear explosion and
there was an increase in fall-out over
Japan. There was no recorded CND
protest but Ho Chi Minh congratulated
the Chinese and said (vide the Morning
Star) that the weapon ‘was @ great sli-
mulus to the cause of preserving world
peace’. A headline in the Star reads
‘Thousands thank Mao for missile’ and
quotes People’s Daily: ‘Successful ex-
plosion of first guided missile nuclear
weapon is a great victory for thought of
Mao Tse-tung and a splendid success
for the great proletarian cultural revo-
lution.” Anna Louise Strong, National

guided

—Guardian

been
kets which

AMERICAN HOUSEWIVES hawve bays

cottmg and picketing supermar

overcharge and have succeeded 1n getling

SOme

A0S

price reduclic

A PEDIGKEE
has been

POODLE i Shirley, durrey,
provided by its owner with a
the ‘garden. The ommer

saud, “I's my contr

lamp-post in
jbution to keeping the
Town councillors at Lyons

Week stunt of loos i.nb

roads cl

banned itish

homing pigeons in Lyons since they have
just spent £20000 1o nd the mown of
igeons who have left their mark on
the city

IN THE UNITED STATEs—parts of which
stilll retain the death penalty—37%, more
law ollicers were attacked ine 1965 com-
pared with 1964, In Ulah three men
were killed in accidental hunting shoot-
ings but there were no

reporits of deer

being bagped

POLICE IN MANILA, during President John-
son’s wisit, fired owver 1the heads of
demonstrators agains! Vietham war. In
Kuala Lumpur, police opened fire on
demonstrators and Killed one and '.nj-..m:
wa, 127 were arrested. In Seoul. Kore

reports the Daily
anu-Americi was:  in
sight, partly the South Korean
Government does nol encourage dissent,
but also because there is genuine popu-
lar affection for the United States.’

Telegraph, “Nol a .-.:u:h,

Jemensirator

because

AN OFFICE MESSENGER in Rome was
senlenced 1o eight months” imprisonment
for insulting the Pope when caught in a
traffic jam caused by the passage of the
Pnpc‘s line of cars. . . .

THE EASTERN ELECTRICITY ROARD aln-
buted a sub-station explosion at Golders
Green, London, which plunged parts
into darkness, "to overloading by con-
sumers using more current because the
temperature had rallen’,

Jon Quixore,

Psychological
Warfare against
Vietnam Guilty

Dear Comrades,

Some readers of Freepom will have
received from me a circular discussing
the possibilities of launching a sort of
‘psychological warfare’ against those
enga; in supporting the war against
the people of Vietnam.

The scheme was to have been directed
initially against those Americans who
support their government’s war, but (and
here is the kernel of it) they were 10 be
condemned as being no better than the
Communists. The fact is that all pro-
paganda against the war in Vietnam is
being lightly shrugged off by Americans
and others as being just the work of a
bunch of Commies doing their stufi for
the Viewcong. Thus the activities of the
Communist Party are actuzlly hardening
support for this war, and as far as they
are concerned, they just love it This
war is meat and drink 1o them. Only
when there is a large-scale condemnation
of the Communists equally with the
other side, can there be any effective

» . action against this war. As long as
X N\

ot
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PRIGES & INCOM
- ALL OUR READER

STARTING JANUARY 1967 the price
of Freepom will be raised 1o 6d.
It will continue 1o be published on c¢ach
Saturday except the first in cach month,
when Anarchy comes oul, but the last
issuc of FREEDOM in cach month will be
of eight pages. We hope in these extra four
“pages 1o deal in grealer scope with cur-
rent important matiers, and m mnclude
some theoretical material, well as
giving more allention o culium-l ,n_mms
besidenour regular art column, -

s m-

The increase in price entail:
‘crease i subscriplion. Existing  sub-
mnpnons will be honoured al old
rate. Readers whose subscnptm Tall
due up [0 the end of October will by
now have reccived renewal notices.
These will be accepled for a whole year
the old rate if paid before the end
er for subscnpuons in the
Europe, and

ES BOARD AND
S—Please Note

some book-keeping, all subscriptions
falling due during November and Decem-
ber will be filled to the end of the year
on the existing subscription, and will be
renewable at the new rates from January
1. 1967, You can help us a great deal
by renewing without waiting for a re-
newgyl notice, and by paying subscrip-
uons wparaldy from other accounts.

The ru:w rales are:—
FREEDOM only (per ycar) ;
£ 10s. {(54/50) surface mail

‘practice.

* LETTERSx

soft-heads continue to play along with
the Communists, they are ensuring that
ordinary American and British citizens
will feel’ no real tormenting guilt for
this war.

My scheme was directed towards the
arousal of a tormentng guilt feeling.
As such it was condemned by at least
one responsible anarchist (whom I re-
spect) as being ‘immoral’ in essence. |
do not accept his point of view. Other
comrades were more concerned with
whether it could possibly be put into
Maybe 1 was wrong; the
general consensus of opinion was that
it could never really get off the ground.
However, I would like in this letter 1o
register my point of view that no pro-
paganda against this war has got the
slightest chance of being effective unless
it specifically condemns the Communists’
degree of responsibility for the war, and
their cynical exploitation of it

Right bus
at wrong stop

Dear Comrades,

I have read Roger Thompson's letter
(24.10.66) on the industrial content of
Freepom and search though I may 1 can
only conclude that he has got the right

bus at the wrong stop. His criticism of
Bill Christopher is meaningless to me,
for one, though I am aware that his pre-
judices are shared by others. Personally
I have never known Bill Christopher or
like-minded people to be boringly rheto-
rical in using cliches as R.T. suggests.
If vou like, they are rhetorical in one
sense, for instance Bill Christopher is
rhetorical about an anarcho-syndicalist
interpretation of the class struggle on
the shop floor. Week in and week out
as R.T, said in his letter; back page al-
ways and front page occasionally. Anar-
chism, anarchism and more anarchism.
If it is boring 1o you Roger as you imply,
then you have as I think, boarded the
right bus at the wrong stop.

He scems 1o suggest that anarchism
should be confined 10 the artist's studio
and gallery. [If art is not an expression
of life—it is nothing. R.T. wants art in
a vacuum, an end in itself because the
likes of him hate to face the reality of
the class stuggle. Perhaps he is not in
the class struggle, perhaps he is, I dont
knoyv. One way or another it is a
reality and it is Bill Christopher’s job
lo report the class conflict with an anar-
chist viewpoint for an anarchist paper.

I suggest Roger T. that if your friends
could not read this aspect of anarchism
then don’t waste time thinking that you
will make anarchists out of them. Like
yoursell they would be coming in by
the arse as it were—back 10 front—
toes without the head. Perhaps this is
where you came in and will go out as

ON NOVEMBER 15 at 7 p.m. there
is going 1o be, at Speakers' Corner,

a happening, which I hope will consist
of poetry reading, folk-singing, gencral
discussion and anything else that would
contribute to the enjoyment of the

peoplc

I have had this idea for quite a long
The is 10 bring the atmo-
therc of Sundnys Speakers’ Comner
a This happening will

the people who aumd.

happening . . .

do' anything to help in any way please
phone’ AMB 9057 after 5 p.m. or be at
Speakers’ Corner on November 15 at
6.30 p.m.

It will probably be cold, so if you
are coming, bring a blanket or thick
coal. Also if you would like bring a
flask of some hot drink and some food
so that it can be shared out communally.

I hope that so many people will
attend on November 15 that the police
will not bother us, beciuse there is a
petty law against playing o musical in-
strument in Hyde Park. So please tell
body you know o attend.

_is absolutely non-profit-making.
is going o be the only obscene
I cannot repeal too many times
1 would like many _people 10

beca no 1;

s0 many have done and [ suppose will
continue 1o do. Frankly as an anarchist
I will not endeavour to halt their in-
tellectual curiosity, neither will 1 bend
1o its whim.

So I propose continuation of the
‘back page’ with more of it if possible
and this is certainly not w
art reports.
London

NEARLY !

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
WEEKS 43 & 44, NOVEMBER 5, 1966:

denigrate

Dave PICKETT.

Expenses: 44 weeks at £80: £3520
Income: Sales and Subs.: £2534

DEFICIT: £986
Bristol: A.G. 8/-; Leeds: D.S. 3/6; Chel-

tenham: L.G.W.* 10/-; Northolt: Anar-
chist Group® 3/6; Edinburgh: J.M. 1/-;
Wolverhampton: JK.W.* 2/-; JL* 3/
London, S.E.17: D.S. 4/-; Ipswich: D.J.
6/-; Brooklyn: P.S. £2/5/6; Herts.: E.H.
8/-; Birmingham: A.F. £1; Harlow: J1.K.

2/-; Freiburg: M.B. £1; Leeds: GL. 3/7;

Hartfield: O.M. £5/5/-; London, E.C.I:
AM. 7/6; Darlington: V.B. 5/-; Van-
couver: D.W. £1; Dublin: G.B. £13 17/7;

Sydney: M.C. 7/6; London, N.19: PJ
4/6; Bromley;: DW. £1/1/-; Glasgow:
AJ. 1/9; Auckland: J.R. §/-; Bury St
Edmunds: P.C.* 5/-; London, W.2: 5/~
London, E.17: D.M. 1/6; Uxbridge: Anon.
2/6; Northolt: Anarchist Group* 3/6;
Oxford: Anon.* 5/-; Long Beach: C.L.
£1/4/6; Chelsea, Mass.: J.M. 7/-; London,
N.W.S: CF. 3/-; Todmorden: G.B. £3;
Hindhead: F.F. 9/-; Caerphilly: R.W. 6/6;
Brighton: P.L. 1/7; Cambridge: CM.
£2/18/-; Bristol: N.D. 3/-; Oxford: Anon.*
5/-; Cheltenbam: L.G.W.* 10/-; Wolver-
hampton: J.K.W.* 2/-; JL.* 3/-; Birming-
ham: N.F. 3/6; St Austell: AJ. 7/6;
Chelsea: N.S. 5/6; Berkeley: GS. 7/
London, N.W.I: R.D. 1/6; London, S.E.5:
£2/2/-; New York: P.W. 10/6; Barking:
S.B. 2/6; Londom, N.8: J. & LS. 5/
Bolton: M.G. 10/-; Lincoln: J.W. 1/6;
Seattle: D.C. 10/6; Hamburg: W.F. 10/-;

Palo Alto: N.M. £1/8/-; Harston: J.H.

14/-.
y TOTAL: £48 12 0
Previously Acknowledged: £921 8 0
1966 Total to Date: £970 0 ©

*Denotes Regular Contributor.
Gift of Books—New York: Libertarian
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Divide and

S WAS to be expected the leader-
ship of the unions in the car
industry are floundering around like
wingless sparrows.  Every day the
national press report top level talks
between either the employers and
union leaders or the Government
and union leaders. and the end re-
sult is the same—sackings all round.
Every stroke is being pulled to
divide the workers. Alttempts are
made (o antagonise the workers
tetained, the implication being that
if only the job of sackings could
be got out of the way, then the
remaining workers could get down
o earning some money.
Fortunately this policy is not
meeting with very much success,
although the Duaily  Telegraph
(4.11.66) can always be relied upon
1o sort out someone who will give
them the kind of copy they are
looking for, so that they can head-
line their industrial column, ‘Senior

BMC Men Resent Redundancy
Strike’,  ‘Dismissed 24 “New-
comers’ .’

The newcomers they refer 10 are
the 24 men due to be discharged
from the Morris Radiator Factory.
Car workers at Morris have really
forced the union leadership to de-
clare “their interest’. On September
27 the declared redundancy at
Morris was 80-100 employees out

5" = s S
Gontact Column

This column exists for mutual aid.
Donations towards cost of typesetting
will be welcome.

Underground. Libertarian magazine 2/6.
No. | Herbert Read, Lee Harwood,
Dave and Tina Cunliffe, Adrian
Mitchell, ele. From Freedom Books
or Tony Allan, ¢/o Corpus Christi
College, Oxford.

Accommodation.  Twenty-year-old girl
with five-month-old baby wanits
accommodation (with. or without
work) where she could take care of
baby. Box4l.

Vietnam. Open-air Protest Meetings held
every Saturday in North Hanover
Street, Glasgow at 3 p.m. Glasgow
Anarchist Group and USM platform.
All libertarian groups invited to
attend and participate.

‘Accommodation. Young couple (with

two small sons) urgently need 3-room

s.c. flat at reasonable rent. Willing

1o baby mind, help in

Conquer

: ; =
of a total of 1,200 on a sectional
basis. Through pressure by Senior

Stewards and local union officials
the redundancy figure was brought
down to 28 by October 20. At this
figure the Morris management dug
their heels in and refused to con-
sider the alternative of work shar-
ing, in consequence he workers
withdrew their labour,

The following statement by the
Morris  Radiators Shop Stewards
Committee exposes the cowardly
approach of the Morris management
1o the problem. ‘Over the years
in anticipation of situations of this
kind we have carefully examined
every proposed intake of labour by
the Company. Because of this our
present claim for work sharing can-
not be denied. In the past. when
it suited the Company, work shar-
ing has been the Policy over long
periods. We are determined that
in this recession the same Policy
will be implemented. ;

‘Work sharing as opposed to
redundancy is supported by Labour
Party Conference and is Union
Policy. Our stand is in line with
this Policy.”

Two hundred men have been on
strike for g fortnight abiding by
official  ynjon policy ‘WORK
SHARING BEFORE THE SACK’,

but the Executive Officers of the
T&GWLU are not meeting  until
Monday., November 7, (o decide
whether or not 10 support their
members.

Speaking frankly, Morris  car
workers have their management by
the ‘short hairs’ and they (the

rnun;[gc.mt‘-““ fully realise the fact.
but are dead scared to set the pre-
cedent for the remainder of motor
employers.

Where does the great ‘Cousins’
stand now? Here he has members
of his union ACTIVELY carrying
out union policy, and he has been
dragging his feet for a fortnight

Frank may have ‘Strolled the
Corridors of P\)“'cr'_ but his mem-
bers at Morris Radiators are in the
process of “Strolling the Corridors
of the Oxford Labour Exchange’
and their remuneration will not run
into four figures at the end of it

Shop stewards, it is reported at
Vauxhall, are in the process of dis-
cussing with the management, the
policy of a four-day week and paid
five’. The mere fact that the Vaux-
hall management arc prepared (o
discuss this policy smells like the
‘selling of bodies’. In other words,
‘four-day week paid five’ with a
specified limited labour force. If
you are in, you work harder with
less men for a little more cash, if
you are out it’s the NAB. Officially
slavery has been abolished, it musi
not be brought back under another
name.

BiLi CHRISTOPHER.

Teedor

tor Workers’ Gonirol
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MYTON'S CLOSE
DOWN SITE

MMWO WEEKS ago men on the Mylons
£54 million job on the Barbican scheme
took strike action over the sacking of
three Meclfixers. The company alleged
that these men were not doing ‘a fair
day’s work’, bul as any building worker
knows, this is an old dodge often used
by the management if they want to get rid
of anyone.
A week after the men had downed
tools, Mytons issued dismissal notices to

all the 200 men on strike whereupon
the Transport and General Workers'
Union made the strike official. District

A STAGKED DECK

HE DOCKS in every couniry seem

to be hot-beds of dissension (wil-
ness the recent Peronist demonstrations
in Argentina) and in most cases they
have justification. Though dockers are
the necessary tools of the big employers.
they must not be over-exploited, for
once aroused they could ciuse enormous
political and economic trouble. Kropot-
kin looked seriously to the dockers of
this country as the avani-garde of the
revolutionaries—'If Burns with 8,000 men
behind him does not make a revolution,’
he wrote of the 1889 dockers® strike for
sixpénce’ an hour, ‘it is because he is
afraid of having his head cut off. When
they have come out on strike, there have
been troops oul, riots, police bestiality
and even the bourgeoisic working in the
docks, as the willing tools of the em-
ployer-government.’

I happened 1o start work in the Surrey
Docks not long before the sirike was
proclaimed but it was not, as has becn
stated (or insinuated) in the Press, an
almost spontaneous stoppage over who
should unload passengers’ luggage; il
was just that the ship being unloaded
wiss the firsl to challenge the status quo.
The strike had been foreseen eighteen
months ago. and was a deliberate show-
down, fixed by the TGWU and the
employers.

The irouble centres

WHAT WE HAVE WE HOLD

Cousins would not like to see his
union lose 18,000 members and it is
mainly through his union’s eflorts that
there is so much friction in the docks
Bevin, in the fiftues. publicly stated that
he was out to destroy the Blues, Cousins
(the man who gave up wealth and im-
portance for the sake of the working-
class) keeps up the good work. The
first steps of weakening the Blues were
quite effective—they were expelled from
the TUC, for POACHING another
union’s members in Hull and Liverpool.
Strangely enough the union that com-
plained was the TGWU. and most of
the hierarchy of the TUC are TGWLU
members. The Blues are allowed bock
into the TUC if they swear not 1o
POACH members. So far the Blues
have done without the TUC. Being
banished from the TUC in turn led them
to being expelled from the NATIONAL
JOINT COUNCIL, concerning the docks.
This is # kind of Junta, made up of
representatives of the Employers, the
Port of London Authority and the
Whites. _

The reason for the Blues poing on
‘sirike is @s a direct result of more high-
hindedness. For almost a century only
stevedores have handled cargoes in the
Millwall docks until the Fred Olsen
shipping company decided 1o mave from
ld berth at Canary Wharf in the
dii ck o # newly modernised
in the Millwall Dock.
B claimed the right
red Olsen ships which
 Blue dock. However
vhich the Olsen ships had
were  worked by

L

always employ Blue labour and in this
case would have chosen the Blues. How-
ever they were ordered to employ Whilgy
labour. The TGWU had pressed their
argoment until it was brought up before
the Port of London Executive Council

At the ensuing meeting it wis soggested
that @ prominent Trade Union leader
should be called 1n to give his unbiased
opinion. The TGWU objected, and by

a majority vole had it the
National Joint Council (from which the
Blues had been expelled). The steve-
dores felt that this was a loecal not a
national matter, as in fact it ‘was, and
that both unions were members of the
local negotiation machinery But the
Blues accepted although they felt the
TGWU were just backing out

HEADS WE WIN, TAILS YOU LOSE

‘However at the Conciliation Com-
mittee (of the NJC) the chairman asked
both sides if they were prepared 1o
accepl whatever decision was arrived at,
to: which the TGWU immediately ugreed,
and we agreed after the chairman in
reply gave us the assurance that the
difference between the Council and the
Blues WOULD NOT AFFECT THEIR
ASSESSMENT of the problem.

The NJC made a decision that there
should be a compromise—the Blues on
the ships and the Whites on the quay

referred to

The stevedores agreed because it was
‘fair and would be in line with work-
sharing and an excellent pilot

scheme for & common register’, by one
union. The TGWU objected on the
grounds that the stevelores would have
‘gat what they wanted’., The fair-minded
™NJC then changed its mind and ruled
in favour of the Whites. ‘We say empha-
tcally.” says the Stevedores” Bulletin, “that
it was not we that went back on our word.
as the commitiee suggested a compro-
mise, one party agreed and the other
objected, and by all rules of debate and
conciliation, the only discussion the
committee could fairly have arrived at,
Wils A compromise.

‘We were. and still are, prepared (o
aceept the status quo ante in this dock,
where the PLA dockers perform  the

1 ork, and we have no intention
placing them at any time in the
y as their own union have done,
that PLA dockers
loyed in “P" shed

argument, the
oSt anarchislie,

. Bloom, R., 56 Red Lion Street, W.C 1,
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union officials of the other two il
who are muinly involved, the Amalgan
ted Building Trades Workers and
Amalgamated Society of Woodwork
also recommended that the sirike
made official.  The reason given
Mytons for the sacking of the sif
and the closing down of the sl
because of ‘disruptive elements \
seem determined to undermine mi
ment relations on the site and to §
working rule agreements to which
the employers and the tade union
parties’

Last week the men
the ruling of the National Federatil
Building Trade Operatives and @
to work, with the case of the three
fixers going through the concil
machinery. The Company says il
to reach agreement with the uni
clear and concise bonus targels: am
set up procedural agreements for ded
with grievances and issucs us they &
From this it seems that the union o
sation on the site has made most o
running and that Mytons want to '@
with the unions at executive level.

So far no agreement has been reachisl
but although the men agreed to returm i
work, they in fact only worked for thi
two remaining days of the dismissal
notices. Mytons are still keeping (o theig
decision to close down the site for ‘anl
indefinite period”. The men nows
locked out while the management and
union executives try to sort out a plan for
a return to work. What sort of agreement
is likely to be reached? The company
would like to deal more direct with the

ngreed o

are

union officials, thus by-passing the
stewards. This would not only satisly
them, but would also assist the union

executives i controlling their stewards
In exchange, Mytons might offer 100%
trade unionism on the sites throughout the
contract.

What must be understood is that it is
only by hard work on the part of a
minority of trade unionists that building
sites are organised. Let us face the fact
that building contractors do not want
this and do their best to prevent it,
On the Myton site, a strong union organi-
sation has been built up and has achieved
good wages and conditions. Now the
company looks to the union executives
to help solve its problems. It is to be
hoped that this does not happen. but
militant unionism 15 as much of a
problem to the employers as to the
union executives. The only protection
against 4 union-employers deal is. a
determined stand by those in dispute and,
if necessary, solidarity action from other
organised sites, PT.
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In London

Albert’s, St Martin's Court, W.C.2.
Better Books, 94 Charing Cross Rd.. W.C.2.

Collet's Bookshop, 66 Charing Cross Rd,, W €2
Coptic Street Mewsagent, Coplic St., W.C 1,
Hm:un:;l'n s B_cbohhoue. 5 Caledonian Rd., N.1
Indica shop, 102 S on Row, W.C.1
L|brnrb|: Parisien, 48 Old Compton §t., W1
Shelly's. 184 Drury Lane, W.C 2.

Solosy Ltd., 53 Charing Cross Rd., W.C.2
Wooden Shoe, 42 New Compton §1., W.C.2
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