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not difficult to gort out the
Nuine from the ’::Isc expres-
of public grief which followed
geath of "Dag Hammarskjold.
¥ by reviewing the overt and
aled criticism levelled at him
and West during the period
ictioned as the U.N. Secretary
al. There must have been
ba few relieved (if regretful)
fin the air following the plane
P which removed a man. who
A accounts had failed to live up
B litle—"a superb certified pub-
gcountant”—which

ort of both East and West
when the Security Council
successor to Mr. Trygve

then he has been variously
by Mr. Krushchey and the
press, by Mr. Tshombe and
sumumba. He was criticised
smber countries from both the
ind West. because of his over-
P neutrality which invariably
icted with the policies of one
2 other.

+ Krushchev has wisely said
) man is ever neutral, but that
mean that the only politi-
oice is between the forces of
I‘ll m” is reprmenled by the
“democracy” the self-styled
liu: West.

the most interesting account
Hammarskjold to emerge
mountains of commentary,
Gooke in the Listener

won him -

FREEDOM

impossibility; but that it must act by
itseif, and for itself, as the caretaker of
a world government that does not vet
exist. He decided that because the body
did not exist, he would be ils surrogate
And so 1t was he who acted. speaking
for nobody but an idea called the
United Nations, at Suez, in the Gaza
Strip, and lately. more daringly than
ever, in the Congo. The Russians were

the first to see the enormous threat of,

such a third force and last February
formally announced that he no longer
was an officer of the United Nations
We ought to add that if the Russians
came to nate him, there were several
powers of Western Europe that, to put
it mildly, said he had gone too far.

In a world governed by power
blocs and political dishonesty the
world government man with ideas
of decency and justice may seem an
attractive alternative, but at best
he can only attempt to straighten
out situations created by the folly
of governments, who in any event
must first of all acknowledge the
existence of the arbitrator and his
power to act.

That embryo of world govern-
ment, the United Nations Assembly,
with its ninety-nine existing member
states which include dictator-con-
trolled countries such as Spain and
Portugal, Russian and Yugoslavia,
are unlikely to be imbued with a
spirit of *“decency and justice”, un-
less they find it politically necessary
to appear to do so.

The possibility that the rich and
powerful nations will voluntarily re-
linguish wealth and power in the
m&rﬁts of wm:id slablhty and pros-

'Force has no affinity with justice’

H. N. BRAILSFORD

1886-1961
Our
Anniversary
This Month
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he UN after Hammarskjold

and THE ART OF BRINKMANSHIP

T a Press conference on his
arrival 1n London last Sunday,
Lord Home, the Brtish Foreign
Secretary said that he thought the
Russians now realised that they had
been “on a collision course over
Berlin”. Asked if he shared a feel-
ing of more optimism over Berlin
he replied:

“Well, we have been preparing the
way for what one hopes may be necgo-
tiations at some future date. Certainly
the atmosphere of the talks that took
place between Mr. Rusk and Mr.
Gromyko and myself have* been very
friendly and good.”

The combination of boredom, con-
descencion and self-importance with
which the noble Lord made his
reply had to be heard to be believed.
But then this is all part of the game
of politics. Obviously the world
cannot be on the brink of nuclear
annihilation one day and on the
verge of negotiations and sweet
reasonableness and mea culpa* the

*Last week, Senator Fulbright, chairman

of the United States Foreign Relations
Committe said; at a Press Conference
in London that he did not think the
West was “without fault” over Berlin.
“We bear a very heavy responsibility
for the stupidity of that situation
which is to my shame as it is to any-
one's in the West.”

He added: “Certainly it was not just
the fault of the Russians: the Ameri-
cans contributed much to this. 1 do
not know how much the British and
others contributed. I do not want to
be self-rightéous about it.”

On the pessibility of atomic weapons
being given to Germany. Senator Ful-
bright said this would be an important
element in any serious negotiations
with the Russians. He thought the
Russians had a legitimate concern
abuut nuclear armaments for Germany.
d for his opinion on whether
; ¢ weapons should be given to

fest Germany. he replied that this
; end on future developments.
wers any reasonable prospect
ress in reaching some Kind of
table agreement with the Russians,

'should not.

lfv.- ‘disordered,
X months in
Lo {l mamal

uary o
Ms rcqtml was mhmcd
15 “soul destroy-
ital hospital be-

instance after further

next. For

questions Lord Home said:
“We made Mr. Gromyks
Russians-understund th

ation was. extremely da
they went right ahead w
sals to make a treaty witk
it might be extremely

could lead to war.”

thus making it quite clear that we
were not out of danger yet. But
clearly the strong mlkano-m that he,
Lord Home, and Mr. Rusk had sub-
jected Gromyko to had made the
Russians think again before pro-
voking a situation which could only
lead to war! This is complete and
utter nonsense. The pattern of the
Berlin *‘crisis” is now only too
clearly being revealed as a typical,
text-book example of power politics.
To say that Russia proveked a
“crisis” over the German question
is only half the truth. The other
half of the story is that as each year
goes by Western Germany is becom-
ing an ever more important link in
the military and economic chain of
the American bloc. When Lord
Home. last August protested that “all
we are trying to do [in Germany]
is to continue a system which has
worked perfectly well for the last
ten years” his hurt innocence may
have convinced a mothers’ meeting,
but to anybody less gullible it is
surely, blatantly clear that in the
last ten years Western Germany has
grown into the most powerful indus-
trial nation in Europe. which in
turn has conferred on it an impor-
tant political say in the Western
“alliance™, which in turn has led its
political leaders to demand that a
re-armed Germany should be equip-
ped with nuclear weapons. It is a
far cry from the days when the Ger-
man politicians were encouraging
public demonstrations against Bri-
tish and American proposals to re-
arm W. Germany!

If, then, Russia can be said to
have “‘provoked” the crisis, it can
equally be argued that from the
point of view of the balance of
power Russia was provoked into
seeking a solution to the German
problem by the emergence of W
Germany as u nuclear military
power. To get the Western bloc to
negotiate on an issue in which.
clearly, they would have to make
concessions, diplomatic notes are
not worth the paper they are written
on. “Force™ is the language of
politics which politicians understand
and respect. The threat of force by
onc side is answered by the other
with counter-threats. Russia mob-
ilises some of its reservists; Amer-
i;:a. replies by doing likewise. Rus-
sia resumes nuclear tests in the
atmosphere: America does likewise,
but underground. Russia announ-
‘ces increased expenditure on its war
me. Kenm:dy for America

becomcs

America
block

declares that any attempt

Western communications
Berlin by the aggressor will
war, nuclear war.

Bluff. brinkmanship or whatever
Is all these moves, 1s answer-
counter-bluff, counter-brink-
. At a certain stage some-
thing -.1.:[~pcn.- if each side calls t'm
other’s bluff: not war but the magic
word “negotiations”.

*

VW/HY not war? Because modern
wars (in this writer's humble
estimation) are not “diplomacy by
other means™ but occur when capi-
talism cannot find any financial
solutions to its ever-recurring crises.
It should be borne in mind that in
the past the crises of capitalism have
been accompanied by mass unem-
ployment, not just in one country,
but throughout the world. It is as
much the fear of revolution as the
Continued on page 3
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Legal Notes

THE LAW’S AN ASS!

Exhibitors at a Cambridge trade fair

to exhibitors says pro

3 if lh..'\ I'. _‘.
The
xpression “serving of c
ers” in the Act included “any

1 S0me Service

is given to th

one of tha exhibi-
“This means we
0 Jckn:“hd,_ even
nnocent inguiry after § o'clock
completel) for 90
minutes every night

RACIALISM ON THE BENCH
The National Council for Civil Liber-
ties announced that its executive council
has written o the Lord Chancellor
about a statement made by the Totien-
ham Magistrate - Mr Fredenck A
Grantl. on muxed marrages.
When told that an English gir]l of 17
planned to marry a Jamaican, Mr. Grant
said in court: “We don't like this asso-

ciation with this coloured bov. Black
and white don’t nux.™
“Such comments from the bench™

the letter said, “do a great disservice to
our svstam of pustice. The remark re-
ceived national publicity and therefore
requirad some equally public avowal by
the judiciary. In the opinion of this
council this can only be achieved by the
resignation of Mr, Frederick Grant.™
—H(__?udrdwn.

OUT OF THE FRYING PAN
INTO THE FIRE

Tallahassee, Florida, September 29,

Fiorida high schools are to start
courses in “Americanism versus Com-
munism”™, A law enacted by the 1961
legislature called for instruction on the
“evils” of Communism as opposed to

‘the advantages of the American demho-
.cratic system.—Reurer,

B ——



Literature
and the Left-2

N an enrlier (ssue of FREEDHOM | speni

time saying that John Muander's 74
Writer & Commitment was o bad booy
an the problem of polities-and-literature
and ended by saying that Irving Howe'y
Politles & the Novel was a good one
Jt s hord luck on the Assistunt Literary
Editor of the New Statesman, that he
has 1o compete with ong of the editors
of Disseni—not that there's much com

petition, This is really a remarkable
book, well worth buying, or al least
reading.

Politics & the Novel was originallv
published in Ameria in 1957 (Horizon,
8$1.50), and the paperback edition (Meri-
dian, $1.45) was being sold in this coun-
try, last year (Mayflower, 12s); this
paperback edition has now been re-
bound in cloth and re-published here in
the New Left Books series (Stevens,
128, 6.y, It s sirikingly superior both

BOOKS?

We can supply

ANY book in print.

Also out-of-print books searched for
—and frequently found! This includes
paper-backs, children's books and text
books. (Please supply publisher's name
il possible).

NEW BOOKS

D. H. Lawrence

A. Beal 36

The Third Reich

H. Buecheim 8/6

Walt Whitman

G. Dutton 3/6

Safe Lodging

Merfyn Turner 25/-
Arthur Miller

D. Welland 3/6

Period of Adjusiment
Tennessee Williams 15/-
Right Wing Labour
Emile Burns 7/6
Fertility and Survival
Alfred Sauvy 30/-
Russia. America and the World
Louis Fischer 32/-
American Co-operatives
1. Vourhis 38/-

The Old Men at the Zoo
Angus Wilson 18/

A Dusthin of Milligan
Spike Milligan 10/6
Gandhi on World Affairs
P. F. Power 15/-

The Prison Life of Harris Fillmore
Juck Richardson 16/-

REPRINTS & CHEAP EDITIONS

1o its predecessor in the series—Qur of
dpathy—and 10 Mander's cffort, and
though Polirics & the Novel looks a ot
smaller than T'he Writer & Commitment
and costs only half as much, it is in fact
rather longer and is far better value;
my only complaint is that there should
be a brief bibliography and/or index in
the five blank pages at the end.
Mander's period was 1930-1960—
Howe's is 1830-1950. Mander dealt with
ten English-speaking writers, many of
them mediocrities—Howe deals with
twelve writers in English, French, Ger-
man, Italian and Russian, most of them
geniuses, The books he discusses are
Stendhal’'s Le Rouge et le Noir and La
Chartreuse du Parme, most of Turgenev's
novels, Dostoyevsky's The Devils, Nath-
aniel Hawthorne's The Blithedale Rom-
ance, Henry Adam's Democracy, Henry
James's The Bostonians and The Princess
Casamassima, Conrad’s Nostromo, The
Secret Agent and Under Western Eyes,
Malraux's Les Conguéranis and La Con-
ition Humaine, Silone’s
Bre

Fontamara,

d

& Wine and A Handful of Black-
berries, Viktor Sergei's The Case of
Comrade Tulayev, Koestler's Darkness

Noon and Orwell's Nineteen Eivhiy-
Four

Howe's ttle is rather misleading,
since )L sugeests history or general
survey of politics in fiction, while the
book is really a series of eight essays
based on about three times as many
novels, The author comments that
“various friends suggested novels by

LIVING WITh

O be called upon (o review a publica-

tion of the American Society for the
Advancement of Anthropophagy, crudely
printed on thick paper and bearing the
title 1001 ways to live without work-
ing”,* is lo demand a sceptical approach,
For the uninitiated, anthropophagy is
merely another name for cannibalism
and 1 personally do not believe that
there are that many ecaters of human
fiesh in this country to justify the seiting
up of an offshoot of the parent society
in Great Britain. The English are ex-
tremely conservative in their approach
10 food and its is doubtful if there is a
single restaurateur in the London area
who is al the moment catering for the
whims of & minority of anthropopha-
gical gourmets,

One does feel however that like so
many other transatlantic imports this will
eventually arrive tinned and deep frozen
and filling its allotted space upon the
shelves of our supermarkets.

It is an acg taste and like vege-
d spirit drinking,
Sunday Times it is
; becoming habit

Disraeli, Meredith, Mark Twain, Tol-
Pirandello and a greal many con-
lemporary writers”; it would be easy to

add to the list—William Godwin, George

stoy,

Eliot, Trollope, Gissing, Wells, Law-
rénce, in Englund alone There s an
enormous field here for someone to

plough up one day. Howe has not at-
tempted to write a “definitive study™,
but if one ever is written his work wil|
have to be taken into account,

He is interested not so much in what
happens o political ideas when they
appear in fiction as in what happens to
novels when they ara invaded by politi-
cal ideas—his preoccupations are literary
rather than ideological, But he s a
socialist, and his commitment is clear
enough without being obtrusive. He
reminds me of George Orwell and
George Woodcock, and sometimes of
Edmund Wilson and Lionel Trilling
He is a careful and serious crilic, pro-
perly diffident before great books but
full of intelligent and enlightening ideas
about them. 1 was never bored while
reading this book. | learnt a ot from it,
and above all it made me want to read
the novels it discusses.

Howe sees certain attitudes dominating
the writers he examines
Stendhal was preoccupied by the prob-
lem' of survival in a hostile world, being
himself a man of the Enlightenment
living in an age of revolution and re
action and seeing himself out, of
date. Dostoyevsky of course was pre
occupied by the problem of salvation,

UT WORKING

are the only one dares to fish it out”
and though the author obviously meant
lavatory bowl the element of chance
plays too much a part and 1 frankly
do not advise it, while number 336,
“save everything in your room for 200
vears, then sell them as antiques”, while
sensible must for many elderly folk
contains a time element that might make
it unattractive. Number 402 “sell your
mother” is the suggestion of a complete
rotter for no Englishman would sel his
dear old mum for money.

We may elect a Tory government but
the people of this country are not devoid

the work of

g£OINng

of every spark of . decsncy, Arthur
Koestler, to the disgust of Daiselz
Suzuki, Swami Kuvalayananda, Herr

Herrigel, Christmas Humphreys, Genya
Usa and the rest of the boys, has ruined
the market for number 688 “breathe
slowly'; while the various suggesiions
that the reader should indulge in copro-
phagous activities culminating in number
951 to eat a coprophagous meal “in a
cafeteria” again overlooks the inherent
conservative streak in the English,
Numbers 389 and 394 suggesting that
the way to make money is to “fly ths
first airplane, invent television, discover
electricity or 1o evolve the atomic
theory” is absolute nonsense. 1 did

all these things in the order named, on
‘the author’s advice, and what did |
ever get oul of it, frankly nothing except
the continuous and petty annoyance of

having to repeatedly change my name to

avoid the bleeding heart circulators of
- petitions who merely wanted the pub-
&y thit the name that | was using at

t particular moment might lend them
publishers of “1001" are however
dised for this book. Not for its
! Mt; for though it is their best
their best hook, but for
| who though lacking
erudest of equip-
build up an ofi-
that is at the
nown in this

using politics in The Devils like murder
in Crime & Panishment to bring
characters back to God, Conrad
preéoccupied by the danger of
upsetting the order, though he
had no illusions aboul the sociul _.»-dur.
Henry James was similar, and the
described Ellg“\h anarchists unju

nis
wias
anarchy

sochal

both
|.I 1

The Secret

the point of absurdity (in

Agenmt and The Princess Casamassima)
because they despised contemporary
society and yet clung to it. Turgenev
was preoccupied the “superfluous
man” of Tsarist Russia, the rootless

bourgeois intellectual racked by indeci-
sion and hesjtation—a type, interestingly
enough, that seems to be reviving in
both East and West. American wrilers
who use political material are preoccu-
pied by the isolation experienced by any
seli-aware person who ventures into
American political life. The political
novelists of our century, naturally, are
peroccupied by the Communist-Fascist
strugegle. But with Orwell we find one
who is preoccupied with politics in
general and ends by seeing it as a hor-
rible nightmare.

The only book discussed by both
Mander and Howe is 1984, Howe's
treatment, compared with Mander's, is
most impressive—he has read the book,
has understood Orwell, has recognised
the defects in both, and has gone on to

recognise the greatness of both., He sees
it not just as a novel, or a tract, or a
fable, not just as anything. bul as itself

a monument to the strugele of human-

they only manage to show a profit with
the 1001 when it went into 3,500
copies, but with greater distribution
ecconomiically impossible and with their
ancient press hiable at any mom Lo
break down, their task is a sav ne.

The paperbacks that they have pub-
lished range from the writings and draw-
ings of children to the use and abuse of
drugs. Poetry and satire find an equal
place upon their .
*30.000,000,000 Beatniks™ -
and a manifesto written not on behalf
of the Beats but by them. We in this
country have nothing to offer in ex-
change for while our politica] bovs, to
their credit, can overnight churn out a
duplicated pamphlet and plaster it over
half London and all with only a handful

FREEDOM

ginst inhigmant only greal

vy the
English political novel

We s¢¢ here Howe's -.hlc[ Virtuss
of the maox Imp“rm;jl ES
have, He docanty py 1O
Wwile t 16 :hu\o\" ¢
he simply
Wriley

whnicn 18 one
critic can
the writer how 1o
reader
1o work

how clever he s

it what Lhe
& ’ g Iried 10

Thug
.'lhul A4}
harg
and g 8

and how well he succeeded

to point oul clearly

the

James's

able
of Conrad’s
being

and

without patronising

same lLime 10 show wh they tried B
why they failed to describe anareh
He knows how to be sympathegic

out being sycophanlic, and how 14 i
withoul carping. He sees wrig
neither as aloof g._.d‘. nor as useful g
pagandists, He loves literature bul avg
He remains a sanc SO
ist who treats books as a part of &
life without any nonsense 4
proletarian”™ cUllUrey

Ci1sc

aestheticism,

ised

“bourgeois” or

Here are some novelys with |Jl!i|“
iet's look £l
are mixed and see what

pens,  Well, whal happens to one £8
I =

them, he seems (0 say
way they
is that he has had a stimulating andl
hilarating lesson, [ wanl L0 re-reaf
books | have read and to read (he
I haven't thought of reading. Al
should like 10 read another bog)
Irving Howe on all the writers helg
have room to discuss in this one:
Writer & Commitment was sw.ril!.
liberately for the New Left in this:
try, but could do it nothing buth
Politics & the Novel was written B
the New Left existed in a countryl
thousand miles away, bul it could!®
New Left—and the anarchists—al
We could all do with#
intelligent and relevant i}
crivcism: in place of the mounits
academic "lit the trivialifl
book reviews and the idiocies of IHg
that surround us, Thank you D3
—and thank you, Messrs Stews

Ltd —for this good cheaps
Perhaps it will soon be an even @

of good.
more

crit.”

Sons

paperback, and perhaps there
more like 1t I hope s0

of stlver, our and
literati sit viail the high! e

printing and their lack of outlet, '@
this group of Beals in Greenwich W
have shown an old duplicating magl
the cheapest paper and the will o't
around the bookshops can achievs
international audience. Five years M
Christopher Logue, John R
Kay and a few other Soho
made their heard desp
the poverty of their it can’§l
done again for if the London -Mage
sine or Encounter are now oo esolers
or to bankbound to use your stuff theg
set up, on the Kitchen table, in oppc
tion to them and label a copy REVIEW
COPY and ram it into: Stephen Spendeér's
and Alan Ross's letter-box for they'll
read it if They once did it
in Soho, they're doing it now in Green-
wich Village. Genius, the
yours.

ago
Billy
strels VOICes

PuUrscs

it is free,

stage  is

ARTHUR MoYsE |

NEW LEFT ANC EEC |

“BRITAIN'S CRISIS AND THE COMMON MARKET", Michael Barratt

Erown and John Hughes.

MODERN anarchism has far less to

52!}" about cCtII1lfhllli(‘S than ﬂhﬂut
sociology and psychology, both when
compared with the political left of today
and the anarcho-syndicalism of the early
part of the century

A pamphlet like this, whose authors
are University staff and members of the
New Lefi Review editorial board, is in-
teresting therefore, both for ils presenta-
tion of facts which would be more diffi-
cult to  handle by non-proiessional
ceonomists, and for the way in which 1t
exploits the apparent advantage of state
socialism, the possibility of outlining an
immediate policy to be implemented
“when Labour comes to power”,

Unfortunately, there is little 1o enthuse
over on either of those points, The
cconomic facts are presented coldly, and
it would be difficult to imagine them
meaning much to the man at the bench.

New Left Review pamphlet, 3s.

round any regulations thal

politicians bring in.

reformist

The authors trace the development of
EEC from the ecarlier Coal and Steel
groupings, and make it clear that it is I
a “community” of commercial cxpluim-]
tion and right wing social policies, sup-
ported by America because it [ines up
against the Soviet Union. However,
they make poor recommendations of
support for EFTA, whose members are
equally capitalist governments, whose
neutrality, where it exists, only does <o
because it is in the interests of big
business there. Further they are mord
interested in making the British econom
“compelitive” than in transforming it &
a basis of socia] need instead of con
mercial rivalry, g

It should be mentioned that the write
purposely set out to emphasise immi
diate alternative plans, but the result b
been that the encouraging libertariani
that some of us saw in the New L
movement’s approach to social questio
has gone out of the window.

Cannot anyone be academically c
petent and at the same time m
economics into a human subject?

g D |
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Keeping the Political

Pot on the Boil

Continued from page |

Bpability to resolve the “contradic-
gions of capitalism™ by other means.
pat have resulted in war. For the

fuline classes. for the svstem and
fhe status-guo, mass unemployment
£ 2 danger: for mass discontent can
Casily be organised into a mass
Movement which the normal forces
bf “law and order™ would be quite
ble to control. And when the

ige classes think in these terms
.am:maue of war is. from their
ot of view, the only solution left
from capitulation. Whatever
% problems wars bhave created
d of course they have also given

to revolutions. and life to nat-

alist movements in the colonial
Beritories) it 1S undeniable that at
price of mass death and destruc-
they, bave resolved the prob-
for which states have been pre-
to 2o to war. The “affluent
v has emerzed. Iet us not
from ihe ashes of World War
the establishment of a per-
ent cold war economy. Capi-
m too has emerged sironger
ever. NoL ODiV is it more resi-
in deahing with iis “contradic-
= {at, the people’s expense 0«
3 but 1t has succeeded in
miating” the oaly mass moeve-
e —that of ths working class—
gich could have been 2 poteniial

t 10 its avtbority and security.
o those of our cmtics who in the
weeks bave been casting strong
on the intellectual faculties
this wnter. the foregoing may
car i them 10 muﬁxm their
fears! We may well be wrong
3 amhsm: we have pever pro-

S .

-

ed mhai:a monopoly of th-'

the divisions of typ-
butlers. hotel-

and advisers:
ists. chauffeurs. pilots.

iers. caterers. bodyguards. door-
Openers. cocktailshakers and

P R.Os: the battalions of “commit-
ted” writers, poets, panters, ballet-
dancers. footballers and lick-spittles:
without crises. we are saying. the
jobs and/or status of millions of
our fellow beings would be in
jeopardy. But even more so. if
there were to be war over Berlin.
Laos or Congo. For a war would
be the end of the United Nations
organisation and all its offspring.
accompanied by mass-unemploy-
ment (not to mention the possibility
of annthilation) in Rome. Pams,
New York. Geneva, efc.. among its
tax-free, pic-on-earth-till-vou-die
employees. No. as we were point-
ing out in August (Berlin on the
Brink?) as well as every time there
has been a “crisis™ over Berlin or
Formosza in the past. these are not
the issues which drive the Blocs to
the “brink".
>

ND for the benefit of our critics
we will broing the “crsis” up
to date. Even before Messrs. Ken-
nedy and Gromyko had addressed
the United Nations Assembly in
New York last week, leaders of
both the American parties were
assuring the President of their sup-
port for concessions he was reported
to be ready to make with Mr. XK.
over Berin. According to the Daily
Herald’s New York cerresponde'lt
(25/9/61)
Mike Mansfield and Everett Dirkson.
Senate leaders of the Democratic and
Repub}.lca.n Partl greed on TV that

e i B e s e S S et . Tt i e

‘hands.

2

all even burcaucrats have (o create
the impression that they are work-
ing hard). but also convince the gul-
lible millions who have been fatal-
istically preparing themselves for an-
nihilation-at-any-moment, that once
again the wisdom of their leaders
had saved them at the eleventh
hour.
*

RESIDENT KENNEDY takes

the stage:

It is absurd to allege that we are
threatening a war merely to prevent the
Soviet Union and East Germany from
signing a so-called “treaty” of peace.
The Western Allies are not concerned
with any paper arrangement the Soviets
wish to make with a regime of their own
creation, on territory occupied by their
own troops and governed by their own
agents. No such action can affect either
our rights or our responsibilities.

Mr. Gromyko takes the stage:

The free city-would have the right to
establish ties with any country. One
thing alone was required “and that js
unqualified respect for the sovereignty
of the State through whose ferritory run
the land. air and water communications
linking West Berlin with the outside
world—the sovereignty of the German
Democratic. Republic with which the
appropriate agreements on the vse of
such communications must be concluded.

Russia was ready to assume with the
three. Western Powers a solemn obliga-
tion to protect the freedom and rights
of the free city. She was ready to agree
to the use of neutral or UN troops as
guarantors of the status of the free city.
“In brief.” said Mr. Gromyko, “we say:
‘Accept the proposal to sign a peace
treaty and to turn West Berlin into a
free city on this basis and we will ac-
cept any proposals on the most effective
guarantee for that city that can be
found™.”

Ageressors? Brinkmanship? Tut!
Tut! Is it not clear beyond a
doubt that both: Russia and the
United States are only concerned
with the Berliners® interests in par-
Geular-and of the German people in
general? So let’s get togcether,
comrades and buds. and see if we
can agree on a further carve up of
Germany in our best interests!

o
ACCORDING to the Guardian
(26/9/61) “Mr. Gromyko and
Mr. Kennedy met briefly after the
President’s address and  shook
Mr. Gromyko was heard to
say “You were in good form’.”

Would you shake hands. or ad-
dress. the man whose government,
you maintained, was threatenmc to
nnihilate mankind? Or is the ques-
ion perhaps wrongly put? Should
Don yoi.t think that all Do]j-

zl, l‘?&
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ESGAPING TO

“THE PRISON LIFE OF HARRIS
FILMORE", by Jack Richardson,
Eyre and Spottiswoode, 16s,

ENT to prison for “embezzling™, in

reality declaring money entrusted to
the safety-deposit of his bank as part of
the bank’'s assets. Harris Filmore finds
prison Jife far Jess terrifying than he had
imagined. In the end the idea of leav-
INg prison, ©Or even receiving visitors,
horrifies him, and he decides to dedicale
himself to the life of a convict.

The prison is a rather unusual one.
In fact the story is hardly in the realm
of realistic fiction. Symbols abound. It
is based on the psvchological truth that
for many people prison is a refuge. In
this case it takes on some of the quali-
ties of a public school. The prisoners
have to develop a sense of vocation for
their life. They have to be tested to
see if they are worthy. The outside
world. on the other hand. is represented
as meddling and ridiculous. Women
come badly out of it. Crime bzcomes
aimost a virtue, since by crime one earns
one's right to enter the prisom. “that
modern monastery” as one of the char-
acters calls it.

All the uvsual values are stood on their
heads. Freedom is inferior to the steady
routine of prison life. Homosexual re-
lationships are superior to heterosexuai.
To be released from oprison. to be
separated from one’s love-parimer., is
the supreme disaster. The tone is ironi-
cal. At least one hopes so. Otherwise
the story takes its place in the long line
of American “men without women
stories.

To give a Freudian
would be too easy. One of
admired characters in the book never
appears in his own person. He is a
murderer who has butchered his entire
family, mostly female. and killed in
addition two elderly spinsters next door,
who had asked him to keep his radio
down. His execution is accepted. No
one protests, PBut remaining in a state
Gi respeciful guiet the prisoners wait for
the bulb that lichts their cell to dim.
2 sign that the cufrent is being used for
the electric chair. After death the man
is regarded as a saint. g

interpretation
the most

Another admired figure is an earlier
warden of the prison, who seems to have

JAIL

been one of a type with Captain Bllg’.h
He is admired for his ruthlessness, for

the hard tests he imposed on his prison-
ers, in particular a couple of lovers, a
wife murderer and a highwayman.

Placed by an oversight in separate cells.
they tunne] their way to each other, but
bring down a Iaﬂd<11dc and are found
buried alive in each other’s arms,

The convicts who wish to escape, or
to return to the world and live normal
lives after their sentence has ended, are
equajly contemptible. A prison revolt
ends in chaos. Curiously enough. the
leader of 1t is the favourite of the prison
chaplain. and his do-gooder women
social workers. Indeed the prisoner is
too fond of one of the women. A
wretched heterosexual i fact.

Goad. (God?) the seven-fool warden
of the prison. reigns benignantly over
all. The prison is a small universe.

When sickness is inescapable it is wise
to make the best of it. But it is another
matter to maintain, as some have done,
and this book does if it 1s meant ser-
jously. that sickness IS superior to
health. The fact that the outside world
is a horrible mess does not mean that
it is better to retreat into a world
whence liberty has been driven out. The
fact that some women are ugly and fool-
ish (as are some men) is no reason for
condemning the entire female sex. The
fact that one cannot cope with reality is
not made up for by retreating to a prison
or 2 mosastery and undergoing hard-
ships to prove one’s manhood and sup-
posed spiritual werth. A masochistic
ability to endure suffering does not
prove that one is superior to someone
who avoids suffering if he can but suc-

ceeds in doing some Kind of creative
work.
Homosexuality, the cult of enduring

(and inflicting) pain. the ciorification of
a divine or near-divine leader, the de-
light in routine and discipline and tha
confempt for the female sex are all
ingredients of Fascism. But one does
not know bow far the philosophy of
this odd book is seriousiy intended. and
how far it is meant as satire, not at the
expense of prisons. for this prison never
was, but of socisty as 2 whole. with its
humbug. conformity and half-developed
idealisms.

ARTHUR W, ULoTH.

A Science Fiction Survey

“NEW MAPS OF HELL, A Survey

by ngsloy

of Science Fiction"
Amis, Gollancz, 16s.

HE road to Hell, adeguatzly paved

with good intentions. is proverbiaily
an easy ope, and with Kingslev Amis
as guide the descent to Tartarus is
swift. We are plunged straight info it,
with two confrasting quotations. In the
first a thinly disguised H. G. Wells con-
fronts his first Martian, in the second
we are introduced to the horrors of a

managerial world. The first is taken -

from “The War of the Worlds™, the
second from “The Space Merchants™,
which was published in 1953. “Any-
body.” Mr. Amis tells us, “encountering
such passages who fails to experience a
peculiar interest, related to, but distinct
from. ordinary literary interest. will
never be an addict of science fiction.™

Compared with the Wells passage, the
parag:aph from the later tale seems
fesble. jargon-ridden stufl to me. It is
tempting to say that science fiction re-
sembles Christianity, in that it has died
with its founder. Certainly. judzing by
this book, there are few who come up to
Wells standard. Few indeed who are
likely to, be remembered and read as
long as he.

Mi, Amis includes “1984™ and “The
Lord of the Flies™ as science fiction. but
it is difficult to see on what grounds.
unless it js a desite to raise the general

~ standard. A science fiction story must

surely revolve around some discovery or
ion, some unprecedented change
e, or at least take place on, or
rclauon to some other

Most of devices described in it
already exist, or could fairly soea be
made. “The Lord of the Fliss™, which
telis of the nasty doings of some little
English prep. school boys who are
wrecked on a desert island, is supposed
to take place during 2 hypothetical third
world war. But apart from that the
“science” in it is absojutely mil unless
one includes the science of human psy-
chology and its operations. and if one
did that “The Pickwick Papers™ could be
science fiction.

One cannot escape a feeling that these
stories are included as ‘makewecights™.
Most of the rest is prefty licht-weight
stuff.

The trouble is that science fiction is
a form of specialised addict-literature.
It is on the same level as the Western
and the detective story. Wells couid
give it that universal appeal. which raises
a story above the level of addict-litera-
ture, but his successors do not, in the
main, succeed in doing this.

Of course: there is a good deal of
variety. Some of the stories are trashy,
and the author gives us. as he is bound
to do if be is to survey the whole field,
a fair number of examples of tiipe,
sadism and would-be Poe. In these
latter cases the story may well cease to
be “science fantasy” and become “fan-

tha
Las

tasy”, simple if not pure.
Not all the stories are horrific. Some
are gentle, some humorous, some (not

mentioned in this book) are anarchistic.
But the appeal of most of thesc tales is
to a curiously limited outlook. which is
'masculine, mechanically-minded. ration-
alist, democratic and puritan. It is an
outlook which does not attract me much,
but it is preferable to religions mystic-
ism, aristocracy and tyvranny. a{though
some tales which tend this way also

exist. _
Continued on page £
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War by Accident ?

Dear COMRADE,

Your editorial which discounts

daneer of war occurring Ln'aug_n 3..,1

dent, overiooks the mconte
that Man has a natusal p’dpt-g_v.r
make mistakes

To et is human. A drunken

in 1940, by nnging 2 handbe
military authorities throc

Ansiin to think the Nazi inva
begun: 3 misread signal 1
Loftwaffz’s attack on Rotts
30000 people: and
well-known, |

m 946 the
Senator

werz alive
of Mankind r
stark. raving ;-,ur,ke-r.

Woeld you suzzest
day politictans 2re zny |
stzble? | ek
tremely r2pid progress i
tic asvium. Y
position nuclear rseponsibiliis
Eol 10 go imsane for the
occur—sand Faeeposm’s fimanca!
to be over for good.

Havinz said 3l thas,
that thers 5 2 chance
War being started by acodent
hioricadly, through the passaze of
i1 grows lo = possbility,
and then almost 3 certammtv—if
sent situation 5 2liowsd to comiinue Ic
enough.

LCF

of

I wouid

Yours fraternaily.
Raymonn CHatinne
Newcasile, Sept. 2

{We do not agree with our
deni just beczpse we do not believe that
the fate of millions is 21 the fingertips
of = [ew bDollon-pressing  indrviduals,

|m-h:hsqnm:dzﬂmmm
| @5 we poimted out in our artice “War
by Accident™ when we wrote that “The
dangere of ‘sccidemtal’ war zre only
| conceivable when war is i aay s
| immineni. when the professiora! soldiess
are given mose power o take spot deci-

el. only ops perscn [0 3
has
biz bang to
wWOorries

argus
of a Third World
Viewed
tame
a probability.
the pre-

chrrespon-

going
our col

I am even more angry at the patroais-
inz tone of th: editors in discussing
‘War by Actcidemt’, Sept 16th, than by

the fatuous arzuments they use lo sup-
port the proposition that there
mmminent dangsr of war.

5 no

It would seem possible to explain tha:
wars have mever occorred by the line ¢
reasoming used How can it be den
that the sickening s:.’:'cs of events fami
fiar to ©s ali—arms race, threats. bomt
tesis, the creation of ariific
whipping up of na

futz a dnft towa

the leading politicians. r'?dhld.ja or
collectively can now cheek?
The Edistors prodece the theory that

when the button is pressed all it will do
15 summon 2 spperior offcer. It would
have been fuonizr if they had suggested
that all it would do s call 2 New York
t2xi. How a Polaris submanne com-
mander czn summon a2 sapsrior instead
of aupchinz his city-destroying collec-
1oa of missiizs is 2 mystery o m2.

Feeepowm should be advocating anar-
chist acfion now lo stop this dreadiul
progress, and give full and ungualifizd
support 1o the Commitlee of 109 who
arez.u:my(mgwdothﬁ instead of
indulging in niggiing criticism of the
reasoniag of two devoted anarchists, ons
of whom is currently in prison, 20d cne
only recently released, for acting out

One ue-dm wlm any mdn czn do o

socicty “with more decency and e

Sit-Down

the Editors of Freeoost

-

.
i - 4 = p f e
Ha S <
4 3
O aid e
e i 3
should al.u.c. be most wi at o 3
prison. and only court :h: London. Seot. 26 L .
after having weighed up all th
ons as propagandists. \Iw-
we know haven'i, we are giad to sa
either a martyr complex, or fee Teachers
need to purify their souls behind b
Desg ComaaDE
It's perhaps because we do not £
dulge in the cult of personzliies
rather. it's becapse we attack the cult of - F
p-ncram-:ﬁ—‘rn our i
puzzled to - =
“approval s

what he thinks
all, if we were
ent’s judgment
we would stop publishin

Anarchy 8 includes:
Articles on Orwell,
Anthropology, Industry,
Fabianism & Anarchism
PP E AT L O S S

A Science Fiction Survey

Continued from page 3

Sax scarcely raises i3 wrgly head
except if you coun! some of the sadistic

outl too much trou
fiction. like many
mercial enterprise

- £ 1 = rid. y
“faniasy” storics. Women are breated 1OTM NS :1 s
superhicially. (Though there are some !hal the kind of person who is atiracted

to this kind of !u- ature is the Kind who

women writers in Lhis ficld they appzar
e be in a munority). Fulure societiss
are not all horrible tyrannies, but when
the science fiction writer has to con-
stiuct 3 utopia all that emerges 5 2

- not disposed
lems of sexupal
I wonder

ink abou! the prod

relations, and so forth
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Tin Pays Dividends-
126 per cent

A sharp rise in profits by Southern
Kintz Consolidated bas been followed

mmecqmvalmlofIMoﬂcm

by 2 final dividend of 100 per cent

allowing for an intervening ons-for-on:

LONDON
ANARCHIST GROUP

CENTRAL MEETINGS AGAIN!

G
& A oer b s
Sandays at 7.30 p.o
OCT % P — =
Freedom and Progress
OCT 15 B 4
Communist Policy: Lef1, Right and
Tern About.

T i ed 4

\r'._u:j; s and V !‘Htuﬂ:

Hyde Park Meetin

Every Sanday 2 330 (il Goe)

OFF-CENTRE
DISCUSSION HEETINGS

I=t Ihur-,d_n f ;'_ P
Jack and
Road, Enfisld i
Last Wednesdas

at Doroth E:_-'-_--.» 45 Toviord A
l-t “edr..r_-»in { each month

3rd Thu.l"!-d::_\' { each month 21 8 pm
Donzald Rooum’s 1422 Fellows
Swiss Cottage. NNW.3.

Last Friday of each mont
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Freedom
The Anarchist Weekly

FREEDOM appears on the firm three
Saturdeys of each month.

On the last Saturday, we puoblish
ANARCHY, a 32-page journal of
anarchist ideas (1’8 or 25c. powt free).

Postal Subscription Rates 1o FREEDOM
and ANARCHY

12 mosths 307- (US &k Ca=acs 55005
§ =cathe 15/- Sl'-a.
3 mouihs §/- [3135)

Special Subscription Rates for
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2 copies
V55

AIR MAIL Sobscription Rates
(FREEDOM by Air Mail,

ANARCHY bi Sarface Mail)
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Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM
onl

| year (40 issces) 19/- (US. 3 Cazada 53)
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3 mosths 1) sees) 5/- (5275)
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