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':is difficult 10 se¢ what advan-

e R”“-‘*&L’.\puulﬂ 1o derive
i the restMaption of nuclear
other than the most obvious
O developing nuclear weapons,
producing  more  destructive
IPOns than either the West or East
possess at present, But for the
#l in the street, having been told
¥ destructive the weapons already
gloped are, it will be somewhat
gult to swallow the idea that the
n to resume tests after having
ended them for these past three
81is o move made necessary by
Meeressive actions of the West.
Russiun statement declares that
viet Government has been com-
il 1o take this step [of experimental
gar cxplosions, whose significance it]
ppreciates, under the pressure of
pational situation created by the
fialist countries.

he policy of the leading NATO
the United States, Britain,
Pe, and the West German Republic—
of this agressive block as a whole,
§ o otker choice for the Soviel
i, the Soviet Government's state-
8ays

'_ statement points out that the US
is allies are fanning up the arms
ito unprecedented scope. increasing
strength of armies, and making the
on of the international situation red-

au gs have reached a point where
g statesmen of the US and its allies
' sorting to threals to take to arms
unleash war as a counter measure
the conclusion of a peace treaty with
¢ German Democratic Republic.

In last week’s FREEDOM we pro-
‘mised to present a financial state-
- ment at at the end of August, and
thereafter to give a weekly report
on the situation. Because it would
involve us in more office work, we
cannot present each week an exact
~ statement of our outgoings, which
fluctuate from week to week. What
we have done therefore is to arrive
at an estimated lignm covering our

RUSHGHEV DOESN’'T NEED HIS FIFTH GOLUMN

The Russian
‘Blunder’

"Faced with these facts, which cannot
bult cause anxiety, the Soviet
ment considers it its duty
NECeSSary

Govern
to tnke all
measures so that the USSR
should be completely prepared to render
harmless any aggressor if he tried to
launch an attack.

“The statement points oul that the
USSR has worked oul projects of creating
a series of super powerful nuclear bombs
with a yield equivalent to 20, 30, 50, and
100 million tons of TNT. Powerful
rockets, similar to those which Major
Yuri Gagarin and Major Gherman Titov
used for their untivalled cosmic flights
around the earth, can deliver such nuclear
bombs to any point on the globe from
which an attack on the USSR or other
Socialist countries could be launched

“The Soviel stalement savs that the
harmful consequences of thermonuclear
weapon tests for the living organisms are
well known in the Soviet Union. There-
fore every measure is being taken o
minimise these effects.”

“The Soviet Government’s statement
says that the entire course of negotiations
in Geneva proves that the Western
Powers are pursuing the aim of actually
legalising those types of nucelar tests
in which they are interested and of

R FINANGES

it. Firstly there are those who have
been receiving our publlcauons
regularly every week in spite of the
fact that their subscriptions are long
overdue for renewal. Surely we are
not making excessive demands on
them when we urge them to settle

up their subscriptions now without

further delay? Secondly, there are
too few readers who call themselves
anarchists who do more. for_ I.he

ed

ower
m thc writer seems to believe?

control
obedient tool in

would be an

establishing an internationa
hody which would be an

their bhands and, n fact

appendage of general stufls of Western
Powers

“Hypocritical stalements of represen
tatives of the US and Britain about the
termination of tests and  international

control have proved to be nothing more

than camouflage

“*Il is an open secret that the Unpited
States is standing on the threshold of
carrying out underground nuclear tests
It is obvious that such tests, even if it is
asserted that they ware conducted for
peaceful purposes, nre nothing else but
a concenled form of perfecting the avail
able nuclear weapons or working on its
new types,

“France, encouraged by the United
States and Great Britain, has been carry-
ing out nuclear tests already for a long
time in spite of the warnings of the
Soviet Union that it would be forced to
resume tests if France did not stop its
experiments with nuclear weapons,

“The statement reaflirms ‘the readiness
of the Soviet Union to sign at any time
an agreement on general and complete
disarmament that would put an end to
the nuclear weapon tests’.”—Reuter,

The Russian statement is clearly
meant for home consumption; it uses
the kinds of arguments which any of
the Powers would use for justifying
an increase in military preparations

‘Differences of opinion on politics
are denounced and punished as
seditious, on reli
blasphemous, an
as immoral and obscene.
sedition, blasphemy and immorality
pumshﬂd in one age are often found
to be the accepted, and sometimes
the admired, political, religious,
and social teaching of a more
educated period.'

CHARLES BRADLAUGH

ious topics as
on social questions
Yet the

A GOOD BRAVE CAUSE
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ind expenditure, and 1t 1s a foregone The

-onclusion that these arguments are

never acceptable to the other side,

however isonuble™  they may

appear 1o one s own side! I
Ihe Observer referred to the Rus-

siun de I v colossal blunder”

i that *“for the frst ime

the the uncommitted world

15 on our side, shocked by the evid- n

ent contempt with which its feelings

are regarded in Moscow™, Because,

(0 our munds, the Liberals make the decidec

mistuke of wviewing the East Wesi

‘\II'I'___"_.'IL‘ us an ideoloical one, they 1

give much oo much weight to the re

psychological effect of the actions

and the utterances of the big Powers

And certainly the so-called uncom- Lem

mitted nations, by the very fact that |
they are committed to neither of the 1
blocs means that they are not going
to be unduly influenced by the moves
made on the East-West chess board
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Russian move is a blunder

he point of view of the propi-

florts of the various Com-
mist Parties and fellow-travelling
in the Western coun-
*5. but it seems to us that Moscow
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fifth column 1o
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1a 15 not the
Muarx and
revolution
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Power & the ‘Myths of War’

NUMBER of points raised in
the article, The Myths of War
& Peace (FREEDOM, September 2nd),

‘might profitably be discused some-

time, but point 2 seems particularly
relevant since it raises the problem
of power in society which is really
what Anarchism is about.

According to the writer one myth
‘which we have to destroy is express-
the view:—
 the fate of mankind is in the
of a few top politicians.
is certainly not a popular
& most people are convinced
t;:ci lihaimtlt:m machmcf regi.l-

ts the power of poli-

. which arises from the “gov-
nt by the poaple myth”!)

- But whether the myth is wide-
spread or not, is it not true that
some individuals wield far more
over “the fate of mankind”

true that “no war has ever
by politicians calling
| .names" (as far as we

L it is also true that men
nd Churchill) exercise
personal power influen-
by their own decisions

himself, but here was a madman with
power over people and access to a
kind of “press button” which he did
not hesitate to use!

Within a democratic form of rule
there is not the same scope for in-
dividual decision making, but during
the last war it has often been said
that Churchill's power was almost
absolute, and that from the point of
view of British survival his tendency
to ignore advise and over-rule de-
cisions other than his own was fully
justified.

Few would disagree with the con-
tention that Summit meetings are
the shop fronts through which people
are encouraged to buy decisions al-
ready made in secret by the profes-
sional planners and political spokes-
men, but history has taught us that
it is nor “utter nonsense” to contem-
plate a situation whereby a “few top

liticians™ can plunge the world
into war, or, as in the nuclear age,
“destroy mankind™.

The industrialists and armament
manufacturers who supported Hitler
may have done so for economic
reasons, and the majority of ordinary
Ggrmans for a variety of reasons, but
many did not reckon with the effects
of absolute power on a political
leader until it was too late. The
majority, having helped him to
power, were prepared to carry out
the orders of their dynamic leader
whatever the consequences.

It is only part of the story to claim
that:

the vaslt armaments programmes Lo
which the major industrial powers are
committed

can only be explained in economic
and financial, and not military, terms.

The desire for power can be just
as decisive as economic consid-
erations when planning the life of a
nation.

The impulse towards power and
the curious need to hang on to it
together with the apparent need in
the ordinary man to look up to a
leader may be the combination which
will decide the fate of mankind.

A leader with the “mystical quali-
ties” of a De Gaulle indifferent to
arguments of expediency could lead
a hypnotised nation into war in spite
of the industrialists who may only
be interested in the *“handsome
profits to be made out of arma-
ments.”

A few of these in Whitehall is all
we need! And although it may be
difficult to imagine, do not let us
underestimate the power of a few
politicians or have too much faith
in their practical reasoning.

R.M.
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A Good Brave Gause

Aqucmm in this country bave,
: what bac been termed as, an am
wivalent attitude towards the H-Bomb
and the Campaign for Nuclcar Disarma-
ments thic attitode was expressed in an
article cntitled “Asarchicts and the H-
Bombk™ by G. in Freepow (24/9/60) and
it i my impression that the general con-
tentions as expressed in this article bave
had a decrsive influence over many an-
archists. The following quote from G.'s
article indicates hic approach, Be writes:
=1 am pot at all hopeful for the survival
<f hfe on thie planct in ensuing vears
The rujers of thix world bhave given
ample demonstration of just how barmy
they are, and if 1 get the four-minute
warning signal 1 shall not be very sur-
prsed,  But 1 do think there is some
genune bope that the H-war will never
Be Izunched. Now thic i€ tantamount 1o
saying that there will be ne more big
international wars, and if this is so a new
er2 dawns for the world. When the
‘great Powers' have rattled their H-
Bombs for <o many years without daring
10 usc them. it may be that the bluff
will wear thin and all will be forced to
acknowicdge that war is outmoded, not
ihrough sanity., or bumanity or amity,
oot through sheer crude fear™

BOOKS?

We can supply

ANY book in print.
Alsn out-of-print books scarched for
—and freqoently found! This includes

NEW BOOKS

Ass Briges 30/
Pezsants in the Pacific
A. C. Mayer 35/-

SECOND-HAND

DPawn over Samarkand
Joshua Komtz 4/-

The Soviet Spies (1948)
Richard Hirsch 5/-
Dragon’s Teeth
Upton Sinclair
Asthority and the Individual
Bertrand Russeil 3/6

.'\ recent  edutoria]l “Rerlin on the
Brink?™ in Frerpom (19/8/61) seems 1o
reflect thic haxie viewpoint, when  the

cditor Blandiy writes: “Fajlure to reach
some agreement on B, Germany will not
dave gither America or Rimia into war,'
In f2ct the editor goey on to write that

The cold war has become a permanent
feature of capitalist society: a more pro-
fitable aspect of modern socicty than
an unpredictable and virtually uncontrol.
lable hot war', which seems to imply a
silent acceptance of the status quo and
indicates a disturbing trust for the Tuna-
tice who govern s,

From lhm <tuation of accepting the
cold war the consegquent ambivalence to-
wards the Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament seems quite unjustified,  The
chips should be lard on the table and the
C.N.D. should be opposed by these an-
archists, If the Campaign should suc-
ceed the dangers of a Communist take-
in Britain are fairly substantial.
With & umilaterahst Labour Government
the Left wing could well take control
and with Moscow backing turn Britain
Communist satellite, It need
hardly be mentioned that this would en-
danger the lives of all anarchists in
Botain.  Surely cold war is preferable
to such nisks for these anarchists?

This opposition to CONUD. strikes me
a5 being a logrcal development from the
acceptance of the Cold War as being
conducive to a good life and a long peace.
However, 1n vigorous opposition to this
viewpoint 1 believe a moral argument,
coupled with a more realistic look at the
facts, is more to the point. The H-Bomb
is a foul thing and 1 hate it. 1 have no
wish to base my continued existence on
this ghastly inhuman weapon, Further.
I would argue that we are bound to go
over the brink into nuclear war either by
accident, by intention (of a lunatic n
power). or because a small scale disturb-
ance unpredictably flares into sudden war
(c.g.. Should an uprising occur in E.
Germany). With China  and  other
countrics on the verge of possessing
auclear weapons, with areas of potential
crisis the world over and with numerous
Obvious psvchopaths in  positions of
power it defeats me how anyvone who is
sarle could accept the balance of terror
for a minute.

QVer

inlo n

Life could well cease on Earth.

I think it is about time we began to
state the reckless position of the world in

plain simple langoage, without n host of
e and buts We ean sy with wun-
pleasarnt confidence that some duy 200N
we will be murdered hy the men who
rule the world, we will die foul denths,
the lucky ones will be dust in o second,
vel others will die long, lingering denths
in the most horrible wav, In all pro-
Bability we shall #l) die, the whole of
mankind,  Life could well cense on Earth,
Unless | | unless men live together with.
out the State, This is the only way, the
only hope, the only renl possibility of
survival,  And it means n revolution of
values, it means anarchist ideals
prevail,  This 1= the only hope,

mat

At this stage ope is inclined to stifle
an agonmsed how! of derision,  Revoly-
tion? we ask. In Britain?  Talk sense!
Ac one understandably cynieal nnnrchist
was heard 1o sav: “Revelution in Britain :
That is when 1 shall emugrate.” The
point being that British people are not
capable of the clemental uphcaval re-
quired and that fascism is the most Jikely

[amed an

IF there i one thing more than any
other likely to disturb the phlegmatic
British it is the idea of cruelty to ani-
mals, This loathing takes the most
bizarre. hypocritical and Jovable forms.
We had recently an exhibition of this in
full cry Gf the expression may be allow-
ed) in the A.G.M. of the RS.P.CA.
which takes up the position that fox-
hunting is cither not disliked by the fox,
or that other methods of extermination
are more barbaric. This js logically
opposed by the League against Cruel
Sports who with a zeal usually only
seen in political partics had infiltrated
the R.S.P.C.A. to push through what
scems as logical a position as the
Socialist opposition to nuclear arms. In
the same way the opposition was de-
feated in the RSP.C.A. and the voci-
ferous opponents of fox-hunting were
expelled.

Now there has blown up a storm in
the local tea-cup. The local council in

result of a revolution

Mevertheless, if ope sees but a glint of
hope, or one s dmpelled by temperament
to fight n aociety based on the threat of
nuclenr war, then nlf our ¢fforts should
awing behind the adical wing the
Cumpaign  for Nuclear 1Dissrmament,
We should press the Committee of 100
to campaign for indostrisl action 1o co-
incide with demonstrations of civil dis-
obedience, and (o this end askocintion
with nnarchists, syndicalists and socinlists
in the Rank and File Movement would
seem b desirable move,  Anarchism mst
he given more serious consideration hy
the community and the

cleavage in the socialist
going back to Marx and
Bokomn could ke emphnsised in all its
importince,

of

all sections of
fundanmental

maovement

Yet this type of militancy s quite out
of tune with the ‘wing of the libertarian
movement that advocates  “permanent
protest™  Apnrt from the reflection that
thie "r\hiit\\ophy" will look rather incon-
gruous nsing on o ¢lowd of radio-active
dust, should examing o constantly
recurring  problem the libertarian
movement, ~ That problem is the old bue-
of the rt‘!n?i('n:hip between nnar-
chists and syndicalists,

one
of

benr
In fact the question of the relation-

ships between anarchists and syndicalists
can never be settled for all time, In his

Shabby Tigers

pursuance of s programme Of amuse-
ments 10 the park have booked what s
described as a ‘bijou-miniature’ circus,
(How small can you get?). Mr. Edmund
T. MacMichael, director of the Perform-
ing Animals Defence League bas leapt
into the ring and’ s cracking his whip
at the local council. He points out that
animals cannot perform tricks “by the
clock™ without cruelty (which seems
substantially true) apd by a rather tenu-
oms logic says. “but cruelty is illegal,
Therefore the booking of a circus is

making cvery ratcpaycr a Jawbreaker!

It seems that Mr. MacMichacl's zeal has
outstripped his logre.

The characteristic respopse to these
outbursts 15 either a demal that the

cruelty takes place or that it is not impor-
tant. When one considers the cruelties
that man is capable of inflicting “upon
himselfs that animals are 1n the world
for our use. pléasure, cxploitation and
consumption: that scientific lessons can

W

the 3lst of August. Lawrence

N
OAHMV left this country to take a
teaching job at a girls” school 300 miles
outside New York and one of the most
infiuential figures. for good or ill. in
Britzin’s post-war art scepe left this
avant-garde backwater to join the roaring
boys of the New World Schoolbov thin,

across pnint~wet canvases  while
audjence sat in their semi-detached funk-
holes and screamed with Jaughter and

Round the Galleries

blinded himself by forever gazing into a
setting sun. But there they are and all
one can say of their work js that it is
pretiy.

Plumb and Cohen whose striped can-
vases have the gaiety of a Mediterrancan
coffecbar awming. Gilhan Ayres’ huge
sprawling daub, as gay and inconsequen-
tial as a child's nursery musings. Henry
Mundy’'s apacmic canvases with their shy
making hint of erotica Jike unto a blood-
Jess version of Wifredo Lam’s castration-
ridden canvases fill the wall during this
dead season, Yet the tragedy is there in
those who are pushed aside for at least
four people are missing who were ongce
part of the original act and of them all
my svmpathies go out to William Green.
Young and inexperienced, the dealers bad
him clown before the newsreel camera
for their captive audience and Green
happily skidded around upon his bicycle
the

the more they laughed the more he

clowned but when he had served his pur-

pose he was brutally and unceremoniously

- Let us hope that Green has
lis own personal
mom vaiuc than the

rity influential

’vamc their own

iz 3
EY
L
Py

turned in an in memoriam notice on the
“Situation™ exhibition as smooth as silk
to speed the sea-borne Alloway across
the ocean. Satanically-bearded. lcan of
cheek and on occasions of a Rabelaisian
turn of wit. a cvmic with the right con-
tacts and knowledgeable in his craft.
Bowen is the man to watch for if the
cards fall right for him. What he prefers
now will occupy vour atfention at the
TFate ten years from now,

But to turn to painters. For many
Years Victor Musgrave of Gallery One.
ak 16, North Audley Street. W.l.. bas
carried the torch for the paintings of
John Christoforow and for that he has
carned the public sncer of a critic of
one of our top national dailics. and one
can only question the bitterness for
Christoforou has in the past produced
some truly magnificent figure studies that
though always compared with Rouault's
stagey stained glass clowns went beyond
the Frenchman's work with its free and
Auid line and genuine heart-catching
appeal.  With his Christ figures hanging
forward into space and his black heraldic
shapes standing between us and the
luminosity of his flakey and melancholic
sky Christoforou  has  succeeded  in
bridging the gap between the abstract
and the realist.

This month should see a rash of Sur-
realism arcund the Town to cash in on
the Max Ernst exhibition and the Portal
Gallery at 16A. Grafton Street, W.1, have
been fortunate in that they have the
works of Jardine to display. ‘While every
other dealer is feverishly digging around
for any pre-war surrealist daub that he
can find. steal or borrow the Portal
Gallery are able to offer a fresh recruit
1o the ageing battalion of the neo-greats.
A literary painter in the vein of Hiero-
nymus Bosch be can yet claim to be in-

.ﬁin &“ﬁzd fluenced by the teacher of Rouault.

S and Marquet, Gustave Moreau
‘these gav and happy paintings flooded
~ with a M '
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-“-"l'-k “Lestony  of the Qp'lm"-f' R.!T""\-‘if" {
tion™, V. Richards sl ogf the #0t archist
prmtmn BS he <688 if. yisuroyis q\;ndl(‘ﬂ-
istn (pps, 1338 1ha witter jnforins TS
that marny anprehists agres with Bis
Although | Would agres thy arael
all that bBe writeés js "‘“"'C"‘lv a1
wiould argue that i i e
congider the matter setiled.
nnd the dangers of it
consider, yet ngain, the role of ik,
chitl with relation to syndicaliers
palpakly obvious fact js that any g8
while and &ffective resistance 58
at the prc\-(‘l‘ll’ stage st 6‘:“-‘@“’!"
minks resisiance and therefore muss
Inrgely into the sphere of the war|
and lndqg!r‘ Here 15 where rev
ary views must be sfrecesd and it
that gvﬂdlﬂr’l’ch
somy anprehists are IrkCW‘
nn (W‘r\np[rﬂsrt\' of be&mng Vit
rele to society, If {his sounds I
using the "t the o
rihilation (o propose more unity €0
libertarian Left 1 chould admit openlif
siich dastardly motivation,
The ;_\I'h-:;r
highly dangerous one of CONSPIracy
lines  deported By Karl Wsalter
article “Conversation with 1 Conspi
(FREEDOM 12/8761). Althovgh 1
a pacifist 1 consider non-violencasy
cortect tactic for the civil disobediss
Continused on page
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Nue) lenr e
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such =a
certninly
discover

sphere

vant

“erre threatl

only nctive course 18

be drawn f{rom ther
animals are lower forms of
cither doomed to for incapable of) st
ing: that all life is a struggle and s
i% m--\u'-ah.-' and there r("'r\‘.
1n|m'11'c must take their share,

The anarchist position docs not
sarily involve the septimental huma
ianism which s commonly found:
its sado-masochist leanings of revell
in detaile of animal suffering. and
counterpart of concentration camp €0
manders with a love of canaries. |
anarchist posiion  1nvolves Dr:nc}
which reject the easy assumplions 1,.
above.

Reason teaches us that it is impossitl
to get an animal to perform tricks will
out threats and domimation. Watc
an animal perform such tricks gives ol
an unjustified superiority: to scc an €&
phant shaving 2 man, or a bear ridi
o bicycle induces the refiection that
man does these thines much better and)
the elephant and the are mere
clumsy caricatures 'of man. Man, in the
clement of the elephant and the bear
without his techmical resources would
be equally clumsy.

This concept that man is “moparch of
ail he surveys” is fostered by circuses
and zoos. Man as an anmimal 15 a fail-
ure until he can mamntain an cfficient
ecology. which is a thing the humblest
rodent can do.

There must be a reverence for life
which would climinate such thinking as
revealed by Robert McNamara, Amerni-
can Defence Secretary, who said that
S0 million Americans might be Killed and
20 muthion seriously mnjured in a massive

hydrogen bomb attack., How can we
have reverence for the life of a fox, 2
bear or an elephant since we bave appar-
eéntly no respect for our own lives?

Dcar

nature, irug, an in-
to. now but he has
he would realize
of the

Man is a part of
ferror specimen up
distingt possibilities
that life is for the emoyment
whole species.

if

The BBC during a gap n one of the
‘Proms” on July st .'vldcut an ex-
tremely good talk by Jobn Rae on

“Children and the Myths of War™ in
which he said thal it was necessary to
provide new thinking on the subject of
violence and the isdea of physical cour-
age, pointing out thal ne one thought
that cannibalism was an acceptable way
of life {echoing Donald Swann’s delight-
ful song). We seem to have accepted
the fact that ‘eating people is wrong'. A
similar adjustment of values seems to be
necessary on the subject of war. May
it not be that & calm acceptance of the
dignity of animals, a reverence for their
(and our) Lives. and a mimimization of
their slavghter te that swhich is necessary
{which would eliminate slaughter for
pleasure) would be a step towards this
adjustment of values,
We may feel that the «

not for us

the “tamed and shabby tiger”
least a bovco!t. A
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N his presidential address to the
,\.vn‘,ulluml Section of the British
ssociation as Norwich last week,
wr William Slater, a former secretary
P the Agricultural Research Coun-

declared that the mduaary in
iain had reached a2 point of de-
NSIOn.

Ix must gither atiempt 1o halt technical
progress and msing Outpul. relying on
Bbsidies from the State for its fature
. iy, Or press forward ruthlessly,
pplying science Lo the full. and relying
s the ;tengh it so ,,.u'ned over the years
Bface in the end fair competition from
Berscas producers withoul the need Tor
icrnment mppori_
William said that if agriculture
¢ the first wav it would always dbe sub-
L 1o changes in poliucal policy, 1o the
jon of production, and 10 pressure
ectl its outpul 10 suit the changing
fiern of nlcrpational agreements.
BIf however, the Tarming community
goides 10 take the bolder course and
:o'u'.lrd with the application of
fic lechmigocs the way will be
bur i will finally Icave the farmers
Tres from poliical pressure as any
her indostiry and cgually free 10
muand the righl 1o protection against
COmMPETILION.
any large-scale progressive farmers
id 1oday stand up 10 fair compeliion
n zbroad without any Government
pport. For Briish agnculture 1o be
safe and solid gound, the rest of
B farming community must be brought
» 1o this standard, while the pioncers
still farther ahead. To achieve this,
ing groups must be of a size which
il the most effiective use 10, be

de of the available capnal and allow
promic mechanisation.™

"He pomnicd out that such groups
mecded at therr bead men able 10
‘understand and interpret the findings
f the lzboratory, who understood
modern methods of management,
‘who could apply scicntific methods
10 seve lebour, who could keep and

'lsu GOt asing the ampossible 10
onc &G 0 every lhrce em-
i agficaltuse should have the
T
CNpEnICTite Y

ihe senior managerial stafl

SCIENCE IN THE INTERESTS
'OF BIG BUSINESS

Even smail errors in esumating require-
ments mught make all the difference
between profit and loss,

*

’]_"HE use of science, more mecha-
isation, the encouragement of
co‘umun.sl farming are questions
which have been advocated by anar-
chists beginning with Kropotkin,
30 it cannot be said that if we view
the above report with horror it is
because we take a townsman's
romantic view of “life on the land™.
Throughout the report one is made
aware of the fact that the speakers
are only concerned with the financial
problems of agriculture, and what in
effect these men of science propose
is that we should jump from the
frying pan of dependence on govern-
ment subsidies into the fire of mono-
poly of the land by Biz Business.

The growing of food is not a
matter of “profit and loss”, or de-
pendent on “fair” or “unfair” com-
petition™. It is a basic necessity for
the maintenance of human life. And
so long as there are hungry people
in the world there is a morzal obli-
gation for all available land in the
world 10 be used to produce food
and to distribute it where it is most
needed—irrespective of ability to
pay for it. Where food production
3s viewed just as another indusiry,
existing 1o make profits it is clear
that only that land which can be
profitably used will be farmed and
the rest abandoned. It is only where
considerations of need govern pro-
duction that all land whether it is
poor land or rich will be used to
arow food.

By all means let us have all the
advantages of science and education
10 increase the fertlity of the land;
let us have the machinery which will
reduce the hard physical labour so
long associated with work on the
I.m.d but never forgetting that what
is real is that we should use the
land to grow food and not for
making profits for some people. It
matiers liwle whether the yield of

(Continued fram last week)

N the ropic of workers’ control,
I must, T fear, make another
charge that we lack intellectual res-
ponsibility, or perhaps the even
worse one that we don’t take our own
ideas seriously. When the second
issue of ANARCHY was devoled (o
this theme, it transpired that none
of the contributors was wedded to
wradiional  anarcho - syndicalist
theory. Geoffrey Ostergaard in his
history of the idea, ended with the
advocacy of the collective contract,
and so did Jimmy Lynch in his
article about the idea as applied to
the building industry, so, by impli-
cation did Reg Wright in his account
of the gang system in Coventry, while
Philip Holgate’s study of the history
of syndicalism as a mass movement
in three countries held little hope
for those who advocate it as a path
to workers’ control. Editorially I
drcw attention to this, recommend-
ing the notion of “encroaching con-
trol”, and expecting a counterblast
from people who regard this as a re-
formist illusion or as petit-bourgeois
revisionism. But not a word came.
Does this mean that our anarcho-
syndicalists are in agreement with
the tendency of the symposium on
workers’ control, does it mean that
they regard such ideas as not even
worth 1alking about, ‘or does it mean
that they are not really interested in
ideas, but only in striking militant
attitudes? Is there perhaps some
absurd flaw in the argumeni? We
don’t know unless people will take
the trouble to discuss ideas as well
as slogans.

*

But 10 go back to the concept of
an anarchist society, which we have
abandoned as a utopia and brought
back as a “model”: among anarchist
theoreticians of the past this has
taken two forms: one where there
are no conflicting interests 10 re-
solve, a notion which we must un-
hesitatingly reject as either simplicist
or unconsciously totalitarian, and the
other best expressed by Kropotkin,
which envisages a society that, in
his words,

seeks the most complete development
of individuality combined with the
highest development of voluntary asso-
ciation in all its aspects, in all possible
degrees, ‘for all imaginable aims, ever
changing., ¢ver modified associations
which carry in themselves the elements
of their durability and constantly assume
new forms which answer best 1o the
multiple aspirations of all. A society 10
which pre-established forms, crystallised
by law, are repugnant; which . looks for
harmony in an ever-changing and fugi-
tive equilibrium between a multitude: of
varied forces and inffuences of every kind,
foliowing their own course . . .

ANARGHISH &
RESPECTABILITY-2

W

This harmony, he also says, in an
analogy from mechanics of the equi-
librium of forces,

appears as a temporary adjustment
established among all forces acting upon
a given spol—a provisory adaptation,
And that adjustment will only last under
one condition: that of being continually
modified; of representing every moment
the resultant of all conflicting actions . . .

Now if T read this to a political
ph:]oaophcr without telling him the
source of the quotation, he would
either murmur something about
Adam Smith’s “invisible hand” re-
conciling each individual’s pursuit of
self-interest to the general good, or
else he would refer to the sophis-
ticated modern “pressure group”
theory of the state, which sees the
free play of rival interest groups or
lobbies, on the state machine, as a
desirable adjunct 1o the formal in-
stitutions of democracy, in ensuring
the adequate representation of sep-
arate interests. Kropotkin's view 1S
in fact a pressure group theory, but
without that cenural state machine

on which the pressure is exerted.
A pressure group theory with the
middle knocked out, or more ac-
curately a balance of power theory.
Now we have in fact two models
of balance of power theories: the
way it used 1o work or was alleged
10 work in international politics,
where again there was no supra-
pational central apparatus, and the
way it works, if it does work, in
those so-called simple or tribal
societies studied by anthropologists,
where there is no institutional gov-
ernment or apparatus of law-en-
forcement. What I would like from
our anarchist Ph.D.s is a critique of
the anarchist balance - of - power
theory in the light of the success or
failure of these other similar but
dissimilar theories of social equilib-
rium. [ find these theoretical ques-
tions of anarchist social organisation
fascinating but baffling. Fascinating
because they may very well provide
the yardstick by which we evaluate
our participation in the social or-
ganisations of our own sociely, and
baffling because they conunually
raise problcms of social and philo-
sophical theory which either I don’t
anderstand, or which have never
been presented 10 us in an anarchist
light.

Sufficiently short of Utopia

MADE a caleulation a few years
420 that the literature of the

I

‘theory of governmental administra-

ton published in this country in the
first nine months of 1958 was 1,128
pagn long, £4-14-6 in price and
4lbs. 20z jn weight (not counting re-
prnts and cheap editions) and
thought how sad it was (0 think of
the minute proportion of this effort,
scholurship and sheer weight of
learning bﬁﬂ gone into the theory of
non-governmental, non-cocrciye ad-
minisraton durmg the same period,
It is ot surprising that outsiders ask
us 1 vain for modern works of an-
archist ;hmry We have in our own
uny movemeni, the specialised
knowledge that could produce them.
‘What we haven't got is the conviction
that the effort would be warth while

‘and the results usefal.

We need a modern  anarchist

covered Karen Horney, but other
anarchists like Paul Goodman dis-
miss that whole school of thought as
“the hogwash of social adjustment”.
We need an anarchist theory of the
welfare side of the welfare state, and
its possible transformations (instead
of all those middle-class jokes about
false 1ecth and pensions).

We need 10 make an effort o
absorb into the tradition which is
consciously ¢alled anarchism  all
those (rends, outside the political
sphere of life, which are in harmony
with the teachings and prinviples of
the classical anarchists, The article
in ANARCHY 4 about “de-institution-
isation” was an attempt 1© do this
in one sphere: to illustrate a trend
which is in the direction of ouwr
ideas, and in that of no other iden-
tifiable social philosophy, and 1Is
happening now and being argued
over and fought for now, in our
society. There are many such ten-
dencies and if we mean business as
anarchist propagandists, we must aid
them, support them and use them
both as microcosms, or “models™ or
parables of our approach on wider
issues, und as a means of gaining

the support of the people involved in
them by showing them a social philo-
sophy which generalises their own
aims and experiences, as no other
social philosophy does.

Because while we may have doubts
or misgivings about the intellectual
rewcx.t.:blhly of anarchism in its
present state, we can also ask our-
selves and others whether any ap-
proach but anarchism is intellectual-
ly or morally worth considering in
the century of the total state, when
all the forebodings of thinkers like
Proudhon or Bakunin, which must
have seemed rather remote or acad-
emic in the 19th century, have come
true.

Take a look at the political philo-
sophies involved in this year's inter-
national crisis over Berlin. Mr.
Kennedy is a democratic liberal, Mr.
Macmillan is a Liberal conservative,
Mr. Gaitskell is a social democrat,
Gen. de Gaulle is a conservative
autocrat, Dr. Adenauer is a Christ-
ian democral, Mr. Ulbricht is a
Stalinist Marxist, Mr. Khrushchev is
a revisionist Marxist. They repre-
sent every aspect of the poliucal
spectrum, and it is difficult 10 im-
agine how anyone intellectually
worthy of respect could bring himself
10 support any one of them. The
most respectable thing about we an-
archists, of every persuasion, is that
they do not. The least respectable
thing about us however, Is that we
make too little effort to present our
ideas to our fellow-disaffected citi-
Zems, NO in 2 way that suggests that
we alone have all the answers, but
in one which shows that anarchism,
as a social philosophy, falls suffi-
ciently short of utopia to be taken
seriously today.

No Desire?

A SPECIAL Committee of the Meth-

adist Church in South Africa
writing in their report “Christian Con-
victions about a Mulu-Racial Society™
asserts with typical Christian arrogance
that “Neither Europein nor Africa
desires mixed marnsges.” Even though
they are willing 1o admit that inter-
racial marnages, if founded on common
cultural attainments and spintuxl ideals,
are not contrary to the “law of God”,
they are quick 1o let it be known that
“We do not, however, advocate general
racizl admixtare.™

The fact that the Methodist Church
in South Africa is stating by implication
that the laws of South Africa concerning
marcage are oontrary W
the law of God, a wildly courageous
siatement  taken within the Chnstian
tradiion and repunizeent of the forma-
uve years of the Chnstan Tajth, this
should not blind one 1o thinking that
the Methodists have seen the Light over
racial matters.

One might have supposed that it was
manifestly obvious in South  African
»OCiety, because of the presence of over
1,000,000 Caoloured peopie (of ‘mixed”
descent), that a desire for anter-racial
senual relations on a large scale was
present, indeed  the  statement  that
“Neither European nor Afrmcan de-
sires oixed marmages” is seen 0 be
demonstrably talse, Further, although
s an anarchist I advocate companion-
ship and not marnage, 1 should have
thought that there is no better way of
reaching human understanding between:
people of differing cultures and “spirit-
ual ideas™ than by getting into bed to-
gether and sleeping in cach others arms.
Of course difficulties are bound (0 arise,
but they will arise with the clash of
separate wills that any worthwhile com-
panionship must entail.

inter-raciul
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Practical Proposals

] have very much appreciated the
positive approach of some of the articles
in the new ANARCHY and FREEDOM, My
suggestions on circulation problems are
as follows:

(1) Quoted remarks of an older T.U.C.
leader, “We've won what we set out
1o achieve and we don't know what
we wanl nexl, We're wandering
about without any sense of direction,
That's why we've lost our appeal”. 1t
we believe these remarks (and also
what they imply), then there is ob
viously room for anarchist propa
ganda amongst trade union members

and it is on this

would seem 1o be

CXpansion,
(Z) Apart from those in the London area
maost anarchists have no regular con
tacts with others, There would seem
to be need for some kind of link-up
amongst isolated anarchists with a
view o their co-operating (possibly
on a regional basis) in the propa-
gation of anarchist ideas and the sales
of Fregpom
Generally broad appeal in the pages
of Freepom and ANARCHY to the
majority of thinking people who view
with alarm the rapid trend towards
the depersonalisation of the in-
dividual in vast hierarchies, manipu-

that there
room for

front
more

(3)

N b R T I S L B S LT S e

Showers in Shropshire

HE Old World charm of Shrewsbury

1s shattered daily by a never-ending
siream of roaring. fuming cars and heavy
vehicles. Right through the town go
these modern monsters, splultering and
stalling as they pit their gears against the
one-in-six. gradient called Wyle Cop.
John Betjeman would surely lose his last
shred of patience should he stand on its
shop-lined pavements on a Saturday
afternoon, But, as though this were not
sufficient desecration for a town that
prefers to be remembered for its annual
flower and agricultural shows, it recently
became the scene of a savage street battle
in which a police inspector’s leg was
broken and a sergeant’s arm dislocated.
Tt started when a police officer checked a
drunken group of seven youths,

The most alarming thing about the
affair was that only one man, so it was
reported, out of a crowd of 150 by-
standers. attempted to slop it even though
each policeman had to contend with four
or five kicking. butting, punching vouths.
The Shrewsbury Chronicle commented.

An Englishman can now be identified

by his readiness to cast decency in the
gutter and hound a minority of a
different colour; to stand by and watch
outnumbered policemen risk serious
persenal injury to uphold laws that
obtain for a common good; to watch
passively as a helpless child goes drift-
ing to his death,

How can these things happen? Has
some biological change produced a nation
of cowards? Is there a reasonable ex-
planation for it—and is it one that per-
mits of a solution to the problem?

Disregarding the Shrewsbury Chron-
icle’s last example (hardly justifiable if
we remember the many reports of holi-
daymakm who have died this Summer
in attempis o save complete strangers
from drowning in the sea), the others
can be explained. And the nearest the
Chronicle got 1o it was 1o say that “The
remedy lies with the individual™,

The Chronicle editor has. it seems,
failed to grasp the fact that Englishmen
are not encouraged, or even allowed, to

of the peace has been

‘e individuals,

The keeping

 made the responsibility aef the Police. To

~ take mmvwan thematler, why

will no longer mix with ours in the State
schools,
Englishmen of to-day are no more

brave and no more cowardly than their
grandparents, If an Englishman can be
made to feel that he is doing a danger-
ous job for the common good he will
do it. Whether they were fooled or nol
makes no difference—thousands of young
Englishmen were only too ready to throw
their lives away in the “common causce”
of 1939-45, Nor is there any reason to
doubt that they would do the same
again tomorrow should persuasion be as
successful as it was last time.

If Shrewsbury, or any English town,
were a real Community in which the
people had it upon their own shoulders
lo arrange by common agreement, the
running of its affairs—instead of delegat-
ing and delegating and delegating each
“duty” to remote professional bodies—
then surely if a group of troublemakers
threatened the peace of their Saturday
evenings the whole town would descend
upon them and, if need be, dampen their
over-exuberant spirits in the Severn,
having first ascertained that all would
get out safely.

The editor of the Shrewsbury Chron-
icle is sharp enough to observe that the
“struggle has been removed from life”
and has been “replaced by boredom and
frustration”™. But he cannot for some
reason Llell his readers that it is the State,
or the Authorities, or our Leaders that
are doing this very thing. Why so blind?

E.C.

Garrespondence

laton by governments and large cor-
porations, elc,

To meet immediate financial needs
(a) an appeal to Freepom readers Lo
become regular weekly contributors
during the present critical period or
(h) to double their subscriptions to the
end of the current year
An appeal not to “hoard"”
FreepoMm, If every copy, once read
by the subscriber, was placed in a
club room or other place used by a
number of people then a wider pub-
lic would quickly be reached, Al
the worst, they might be left on trains
and actually be read (especially in
the absence of anvthing else to read)
and provide a welcome change from

(4)

(5) copies of

the thousands of daily newspapers
left each day in raillway carriage
compartments,

Glasgow, Aug, 29 Al

Should we ignore
Lorjou ?

Deiar FRIENDS,

Arthur Moyse lells us thal
“Christ” is awful and should be ignored,
For which reason | am not quite sure
—for it being life-sized—in screaming
colours—or for being just Christ! |
have not seen the painting mysell (nor
am | likely to) so perhaps a London
reader could take a second look,

[ am interested in what others think
because Lorjou calls himself an anar-
chist, has p.!mlhd many large satirical
and other pictures of protest which, to
my knowledge, have never been shown
here, His one-man show at Wilden-
steins three years ago was mainly still-
life and flowers and his colour then was
considered by the critics a little too
strong for our palates!

Arthur Moyse might think these facts
to be irrelevant when considering this
one painting—personally I do nor for
Lorjou has been ignored in this country
for too long and by art critics in particu-
lar. It may or may not be a deliberate

Lorjou’s

policy but try and find some of his
pictures or reproductions of them any-
where, or an evaluation of his work and

it will prove most difficult. As lor
being a “lesser known French realist”
this seems lo be true only in England

He has
and |
lures

been shown around the world

believe at this moment his pic
bring a higher price than Buffet's
Sincerely,

Newporr, Aug, 22 MiLwarp Casey

A Positive
Importance

I have been following Freepom and

especially ANARCHY with great interest,
Negative thinking of the type George
Molnar has recently offered is surel

helpful in
many of those
FreepoM  could use more of
awaken them (o the self-deceptions
self-contradictions inherent in Bakunin's
and our own temptation “to organise, Lo
create association,” Bul does not Mol
nar stop too soon? When such thinking
is applied not merely to the state but
lo our own altempts to dominate, doesn’t
it enable a momentary condition o
emerge within us which is without domi-
nation or. aggression? And s that con
dition not a source of total and healthy
personal action?  Withoul such a condi-
tion even “anarchism as permanent op-
position” is merely the ecgo’s negative
reaction to the domination of others. I
this is true, “revolutiopary programmes”
are indeed deceplive as Molnar sees, but
personal action on every level—nol
merely the “political” abstracted from
the whole—has a positive importance
which he seems to ignore. That is why
Alexis Ferm is correct lo say that
“A. S. Neill is doing more for freedom
than all the propaganda papers put to-
gether.” That js also why 1 should like
to see more articles in ANARCHY on the
psychological implications of daily living
(in the family, in the context provided

this context;
who wrile

I suspect that
to (and In
it, to
and

A Good Brave Cause

Continued from page 2
campaign at this juncture. Maybe later
the time will come for a little discrimi-
nating assassination but that time is not
yet with us, If the October killings take
place there could be enormous panic
which might set off a nuclear war. | sin-
cerely hope that the report by Karl
Walter is either a hoax or that the con-
spirators will wait awhile, striking, per-
haps, unannounced.

Sanity and Love.
W m'mmb melodramatic talk in the
future as far as nuclear war

_‘phrasc as the “an-

race” runs from

we are saying HUGE things about life,
we are making statements so immense
and frightening that we tend to forget
the meaning of all we say. We have
never faced such a position in the history
of the whole world, Itisa time for deep
thought and heart searching activity.
Perhaps we quietly detach ourselves for
a while and reflect upon the great and
wondrous achievements of men and
women throughout the centuries, we
listen adoringly to beautiful music or we
feast our eyes on a work of art. We
consider the inspiring and the good, the
humble and unpretentious and practically
choke with feeling at the prospect of
its wholesale and wicked destruction.
When we pause by a stream and waitch

it burbling by, when we feel the warm
passionate love of a valued companion
or are stirred to our depths by the gentle,
tingling touch of sensitive hands we can
only feel a sense of suffocating horror
at the thought that all this can go, can
be stolen away from us, bv a nuclear
flash, All life, for all time, gone beyond
recall,

For those sensitive hearts. for those
people whose lives have been butchered
by the grimness of the twentieth century
one can only feel a hopeless sympathy
when they find they can resist no more.
Yet for the young, whose greatest Lrage-
dies are Suez and Hungary, who never
really felt the last war intensely, and
never realised what man had done to
Japan, the only concern must be a
struggle, however fruitless. to try to bring
some sanity and love back to the world.

JEREMY WESTALL.

Postscript on Accidental War

Since writing the above I have read
“The Myths of War and Peace” (last
week’s Fregpom), an article which by its
very calmness makes one begin to detect
| 'n’ler who sees that panic is spreading
 feels this must be calmed for
is dangerous, Indeed this is an ad-
proach, but is it truly honest?
On 'ilﬂgq I detect a certain mental

dness in the writer, and that con-
the dangers of an accidental war
Ily “One of the biggest myths
1t reminds one of the
¢ Prime Minister when
“There will be no
ln; this slale‘i

most imprudent to rely.
is drunk or insane or suddenly ill,
mistake may not be discovered. Since
the Russians, like the Americans, expect

evidence against it, but it is held and
proclaimed and made the basis of
American strategy., Radar stations in
Canada, Greenland, Yorkshire, and many
other places, are perpetually on the look
out for approaching Russian missiles.
They have frequently misinterpreted
flights of birds as apprcnchmb bombs
and. on at least one occasion, they mis-
took the moon for a Russian attack,
Whenever a mistake of this sort occurs,
American airmen armed with bombs get
into the air. They have practised such
speed that they can now be off the
ground within two minutes of receiving
the warning signal. Hitherto, mistakes
have been discovered in time, but this is
a piece of luck, upon which it would be
If one Key man
the

attack and also believe in
liation otnn such mlstake ma)’

by our present gick institution®) by
those who recognize that the jemptations
to domipale mMust bg continuully seell
through and that no anarchis pr

gramme or theory can substitgge for'
such constantly renewed insight Couldl
Alex Comfort help here? Would gy
of the relevance to anarchist thoughy o
Blake or Krishnamurti be useful? Aqd
wouldn’t it be healthy for the whole toy
of FreepoM o move toward Lthat
ANArcHyY—toward dispassionate analysig
including sglf-analysis, and away from
that excited polemicism which 1s far all
standing I"II]‘ITJ“*‘” o Seifs

of us a
deception

Y ours.
THoMAs WHITAKER,

Oberlin, Ohio

The Solitary
Demonstrator

SrockHoLM, 2/9/61

“Ban the Bomb"”, “Atom Bomb shoulé
be used for peaceful purposes”, “Stop
playing with fire, Mr, Khrushchev”, we
the texts on a placard carried by
solitary coloured student from Kenya gf
his way to the Russian Embassy
Stockholm to-day, He was stopped
the Police before he reached the Enj
bassy and taken into custody “It o
not allowed to demonstrate in lhl\ )
in Sweden”—it was reported in the pres
here. H. &

LONDON
ANARCHIST GROUP

CENTRAL MEETINGS AGAINE

meetings to be held at
The Two Brewers,

40 Monmouth Street, WC2
{Leicester Square Tube)
Sundays al 7.30 p.m.
SEPT 10 Jack Robinson:
Anarchism and War
SEPT 17 Jeremy Westall.
Rhodesia and the Bomb
SEPT 24 Ian Celnick:
Subject to be announced
OCT | Arthur Uloth:
Subject to be announced
OCT 8 Philip Sansom:
Freedom and Progress

Hyde Park Meeting.f:

Every Sunday at 3.30 (if fine)

OFF-CENTRE
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

1st Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Jack and Mary Stevenson's, 6 Stainton
Road, Enfield, Middx.

Last Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at Dorothy Barasi's, 45 Twyford Avenue,
Fortis Green, N.2.

Ist Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby Street,
Fulham, S.W.6.

3rd Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Donald Rooum’s, 148a Fellows Road,
Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.

NEW MEETING
Last Friday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Laurens Otter’s 57 Ladbroke Road, W.11.

Freedom
The Anarchist Weekly

FREEDOM appears on the firsi thres
Saturdays of each month.

On the last Saturday, we publish
ANARCHY, a 32-page journal of
anarchist ideas (1/8 or 25c. post free).

Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM

and ANARCHY
12 months 30/- (U.S, & Canada $5.00)
6 months 15/- {52.50)
3 months 8/- ($1.25)
Special Subscription Rates for 2 copies
12 months 45/- (U.S. & Canada $7. SG)
& months 22/6 ($3.50)

AIR MAIL Subscription Rates
(FREEDOM by Air Mail,

ANARCHY by Surface Mail)
2 months 50/- (U.S. & Canada $3.00)

Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM
only.

| year (40 issues) 19/- (U,
[ r.n‘onlhs !0 iss]unj ‘I'{fi (t lf Shied 8
3 months lI issues) 5/- ;n

FREEDOM only.

Air Mail Subscription Rates to
I yeoar (40 im-j Q[ |




