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CONFERENCE PROPOSE, GAITSKELL & CO. DISPOSE The World of Money
AND NOW WHAT? | Th R
ftord becan r rich 1 I 34 & i upp
I was painful today to follow the  od Conterence of that passage in - majority.  For if Labour policy is ”. i J " i fi . i ber chicke f
' l|f|‘“|\, on defence in the knows  the constitution which says that “No 10 be decided by the conference, | acre allotmer half a n ¢

¢ that nothing said in the cone
ce hall could substantially alter

result of the voting which had
n settled  before the debate
Buan " Thus wrote Mr. Francis

ovd, the G wardian’s Pohtical con
spondent of the Labour Party con-
rence  ual Sl l‘\"‘\‘LI\ h lust week
. Bovd must have a very panful
fupation since such 18 the pattern
Bt only of Labour Party conferences
it of every parlinmentary debate
fith the exception of those very rare
astons when the Whips are called
B and the vote is a “free one™. On
l0se rure occastons it is said that
e Member votes “according to his
hscience’”. For the rest of the time
votes to the crack of the Par-
mentary whip.

Scarborough last week, on the
duy preceding the Defence de-
e, the question of the exent to
Conference decisions  were
on Labour M.P's was
ppued at length, and for- a wvery
\ 1 reason. In wview of the

|\|.1|\(\\t| shall be ncluded in the
party programme unless it has been
.l\'.n'}‘[.\l by the |‘I1|\ conference |‘\
a majority of not less than twos
thirds of the votes recorded on a
card vote" I'his it was clear the
untliteralists could not achieve. On
the other hand Conference carried,
by 3.586,000 votes to 1,874,000, the
maoton that

while that the
ol the
that
pulicy s deaded by the
which is the' final nuthority

Ihe National Agent, Mr. Wil-
liams, insisted that the executive was
only withholding its opposition to
the motion on condition,

that everyvone understood  that  no
change of policy was involved and that
no one at all would have the
“instruct, control,
Liamentary party.

Mr. Williams secured the rejection
by 5,627,000 to 767,000 of o Notting-
ham resolution asserting such o
power of instruction.

We confess to being unable to

nek nowledging dav o
dav wcties must be the job

mentary

pariion

party, declares Labour

cinleéreancy

power o

or digtate™ to the par

kecutive’s impending  defeat on  connect these two motions both of
fence, the Nutional Agent remind-  which were passed by a large
The U.S. Election Campaign
.
£35m. to Brainwash
WASHINGTON, Oct, 1. 22,500,000 during the vear, while the

. Across the nation this week, house-
wives were ringing doorbells and asking
neighbours 10 hand over “dollars for
Democrats.”

On the Republican side, some 40,000
party supporters paid S100 [£35] each
10 attend dinners Thursday night which
featured a 55 meou and speeches by
President Eisenhower and Vice President
Nixon.

Just how much the two parties will
collect and spend in the nanonal, sute
and local elections must of necessity be
only » guess because complete reporting
ol campaign spending is not required by
the laws, :ndpoliucimhvcwumog
nized and approved ways of circumvent-
ing the legal restrictions that do exist.
It seems certain, however, that the cost
ol the 1960 campaign will well exceed
S100.000,000 [£35m.] and probably will
npproach  $200,000,000 [£70m.].

One indication of the campaign costs
is the tund-drive quotas that have been

set by the two national mmbuu—-'

54,500,000 for the Republicans and o
minimum of $6,000,000 for the Demo-
crats. The Republican quota is lower

because they already mwm'

BELGIANS RETURNING
TO CONGO

According to o BUP-AP

Belginns are returning 1o the
in substantial numbers.  The
o African Affairs, Count o’
Lynden, t0ld the Senate in

fn i curious t

ltroeitiu

Democrats, who, the Republicans like 1o
point out, engage in deficil financing
even in campaigns, started off the cam-
paign with a S$100,000 deficit.

As party ofticials frankly admit, how-
ever, these quotas are but the visible
peaks on the iceberg of total party spend-
ing on the Federal elections. In addi-
tion 1o the funds of the national com-
mittees, there is o multitude of special
committees, all collecting money  for
theic candidates. An estimate of one
experienced party official was that each
side will spend from £30,000,000 o
$40,000.000 in the Federal elections—
Presidency, Senators and Congressmen.

In the 1956 campaign, o Senate Elec-
tons sub-committee, headed by Senator
Albert Gore of Tennessee, estimated
after an  exhaustive  study,
$33,185.725 was spent in the

088 {0

that

which is defined as “the finul autho-
rty”  subject to  the two-thirds
majority clause, then presumably it
has the power to “instruct, control
or dictute™ to the parliamentury
party, Il it has not the power then
the Annual Conference is even more
of u farce und o facade than
had already assumed it to be

one

The argument put forward by the
Parliamentary L.P. to justify its in-
dependence from party control just
does not stand up to examination
They argue that they are responsible
to their constituents and not to the
Constituent parties, and least of all
to a handful of Traudes Union leaders
who between them control several
million votes at Conference. Now it
is notorious that, on the major issues
the Parlismentary Labour Party
meet in private in the House of Com-
mons and decide there what line
they will adopt in the debate. And
a4s we poinged out euarlier, when the
Division is called they vote according
to the Party whip, At no stuge have
their constituents been consulted on
the subject of the debate or on the
line thut each individual M.P. should
take in order to represent the views
of his constituents. M.Ps in fact
vote on the Parry line every time.
What valid objection can they have
then to the Party, at Conference,
determining the Party line for them?
After all is it not the party which
nominates them in the first place as
its candidates. and supplies the
funds and the workers to secure
their acceptunce by a majority of the
electorate? (The high-handed at-
titude of M.P.s to the Party con-
ference when it seeks to control
them is different from the
situation in t% Trades Unions where
the Union officials though ostensibly
the representatives or the spokes-

™ Continued ox p. 3

The Government's Interest

SantiaGo, Ocroser 5.

The Chilean Government is thinking
of taking steps to order back 1o work
6,500 copper miners who are on strike
for more pay at Chugquicamata, North-
ern Chile, as the copper industry pro
vides most of the counmtry’s foreign ex-
change, and the Government also gets
!bm;ll three-fifths of the profits.

British United Press
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Mr. Hub ( Len wi i W

RO houses on a neighbouning -

h irs ago t |80 club m
pard only £100 an acr rtl 1 M
Leact 1d I car with £100, 000
my pocket and was determined to have
the land although it woas more than |
e P ted to pay | made several privat
offers ear 'y were all turned
down The cltary, “Mr, Bill
Tavior, said We know our omnions—w
turned down offers of £5.000 and £6,000
an acre for the land and now we hav
got nearly £10.000 an acre. The mem
bers are all more than pleased, and now

we can go ahead with our plan o build
an ultra-modern two-story club house
Only 50 men attended the Salishury
Arms Hotel at Hertford for the sale
Colonel Robert A. Humbert, a London
auctioneer, said before the sale began
“There is a greai shortage of green belt
building land and this is the onaly size

able plot left in the whole of Hertford

shire”. Bidding began at £50,000 and
quickly leapt by £2.500 bids to £75,000
The *“onjon patch™ was nearly sold
£95.000 before Mr. Leéach reopened the
bidding

Aflterwurds Mr. Leach said he had
have the land, He will build another
cighty houses on it after the allotment
holders leave in September, 1961

| [So the land alone for these houses works

out at over £1,.200 per house and we can

GERMAN ‘AID’ AT
6 per cent!

[
IThe Federal Republic s prope

ny totalling | 800 milhion marks

AER f

ming

1

£153 millions) in 196] (o assss
This com

mullion marks

Crerman  and

Juring the

Hl.' IMmensely
gramme has a dual
the West German ce
A mercan

.l:{l pri
INCTEAsC

ased |961

purpase—1to

irithution in
and

incre

(nce
¢riticism reduce the
swollen [« exchange reserve held by
the | Bank These reached a towml
of 25426 mullion marks last month. The
loans which Western Germany

reign

deral

will make
available

next year (o
are expected
rutes of between 5 and 6 per eemt

Of the 1800 million marks
100G mullion marks 1s to be provided by
several hundred industrinl Hrms
members of the West
Federation of Industry
West German industries

underdeveloped

counirie

0 carrv interest

i bout

which

German
Spokesmen  of
including Herr

Fritz Berg, the presidemt of the F
ration of Industry ind Dr. Hermuann
Abs, the chairman of the Deutsche Bank,
have already approved this loan in prin
ciple Petails will be worked out in
operation with the Federnl Govern
ment
Cuardiar

Efficiency Dept
15,000 Tons of Coal by Road

British Railwavs in the East Midlands
are sending coal supplies by road be-
cause of a staff shortage. They have
brought in an emergency plan o trans-
port coul from the pitheads to power
stations and 15,000 tons are being carried
cach week by fleets of lorries,

Mr. R. D

Gardiner assistant  rail
traffic manager, said yesterday:
“Because of difficulties in the distri-

bution of freight stock arising from the
railway manpower shortage, the British
Transport  Commission made certain
agreements (o have coal delivered by
road for power stations. It is organised
with British Road Services as a planned
operation and has been done te ease our
difficulties. If we fell down in delives
g supplies to power stations they would
take the contruct out of our hands and
organise their own road transport.”™
The railways had enough wagons, he
said, but because of a shortage of key

staff they were baving difficuity in pu

ting the rucks where they were needed

BTC was watching the scheme closely
Commenting on the threarened

ras
strike, Mr. Gardiner said: “The mers
talk of a strike makes our customers

start looking around to make their own
fransport arrangements We cannot af
ford this to happen—it damages not only
our trade but also relations
customers,”

with ou

Guardian 8/ 1060

Mr.Gardiner cannot ses the wood
for trees. Strike threats may well
frighten off clients, but wel] paid
workers dont” strike. and furthermore
there is no shortage of skilled work-
ers in well-paid jobs. The milways
pay among the lowest wages in in-
dustry and are surprised that they
lack key staff.

| — _—

‘DO YOU THINK
THEY 'RE COMING

TO HELP US,
_JACK?’

afterppt
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paper of the lelt, the
is like the pro

11{.‘\ T psoine

10 4 showsdown i invanably dodges

the issike.
Take, for example, the Views ox-
in  Lonmdon  Ivary  (8th
October oppostie an advertisement
from LC L) The wnter supports
“the realistic arguments” put for
wird by thinking members of the
Campaign for Nucloar D) searieria-
mentt which he summarises thus:
Wi usory o hope that Braan has
mtvch influence on the amu policy of

Amerion amd Russia therelore, w il
not absand for Britain, the most vl
perable spot i the workl, 0 present

fsell s a tanpot we are mther satel
without nuctear weapons and bases than

it we had them

The wnter goes on to say that this
i an amument by which the
British people may quite possibly
hecome: converted

Fine so far.  But his strictures
on the newly formed civil dis-
obedience committee  headed by
Bertrand  Russell are decidedly
weak,

He cannot see any advantage in
“law-breaking” policies in the cir-
cumstances of modern Britain.  Un-
constitutional methods are alright
for South Africa and were approp-
nate in Gandhi's India where the
pormal means of protest were not
available. 1t is doubtful if even the
suffragettes furthered the cause by

|
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militancy, but, he argues, they hag

an excuse for their actions because

Araaat
wrh:.;l“ ;?:::\ easer™.  Within 118 they could not obtain a i howr
m can [ l\"ll.lh' sometines the ny Iy ”l\!lll.ll_!' means.’

o 4 surmender o Uprogres- . .
promise | b comes Things are different 10 Ihmml_
sve” principles hut wien At conme wday  “where the opportunity  of

changing by un-

restacted™

persuasion s

He asks if the advocutes of ivil
disobedience are really convineed
that a

wonld change i1

poliey

Rritish  governmem
foreign amnd  detence
number of people, who are pet
mittesd 1o presemt their policy by argu-
ment, decide not to pay thelr axes o
deliberately o involve themselves in
miass scuffles with the police?

heciuse @

freely

The writer. who must know that
all gitempts to “persuade™ the Gove-
ernfent to change its arms policies
have pathetically failed, is avoiding
the obvious conclusions,

While it is agreed that it as sull
possible  in - Britain  t0  express
\\|‘|‘\"~Illl‘I! (8} l'll.l\']i.‘.ll' \\lf.'II‘t\I'I\'- m
very limited way (since unorthodox
views dre not often given a hearing
through the mass means of com-
munication) we would have to be
very naive indeed to expect the
present government to lay down its
arms. Or indeed. any Labour Gov-
ernment, in the unlikely event of its
being voted into power. It is clear
that the majority of the Parliament-
ary Labour Party is opposed and
will fight any sugeestion of unilateral
nuclear disarmament.

Tt is possible that “the British
people may become converted™ but
there is no evidence that the majority
of people have even begun to realise
the enormity of nuclear war, much
less are prepared 1o support a cam-
paign for nuclear disarmament.

But if the people who are con-
cerned about the future. directed
their energies into an intensive civil
disobedience campaign they could
not fail w draw attention to the
movement, and whatever govern-
ment is in power would realise that
the participants could not be brushed
aside with polite acknowledgements
to their pleas for disarmament.

Such a campaign may fail and its

advocates may even be imprisoned,

A Nove 108 | hye the lar failure of what
is  de as  constitutional

I methods sarely indicates that
“persupding”

should be tried

wivs ol

Gandin's methods are sull
plicable today in a country
the people are mesmerised by demo-
eracy and  have for all practcal
purposes miven their power O men
who conststently nmisuse it

. ™ .

With the big issues constuntly in
our thoughts we tend to forget that
It 18 not only in the areas of inter
nationalism that people are unen-
lightened

When a ruce riot in Notting Hill
15 given a lot of publicity we tut-tut
disapprovingly and forget all about
it when “the incident™ has been
pushed off the headlines, but the
problem of discnmination is ever-
present for many coloured workers
i this country——the fear of losing
a job and the loneliness of men
separated socially from their fellows
by the accident of colour,

In the heart of the mother
country, the City of Westminster,
workers, slow to rebel against the

follies of their leaders, are prepared
to persecute a single fellow human
because he is a Jamatcan.
Previously employed as a dustman
he has had the temerity 1o accept
promotion to driver-dustman, and
his superior mates don’t like it
The white dnvers were meeting

last Saturday to  “consider the
position”, doubtless with a great
deal more enthusiasm  than  they

would give the nuclear disarmament

queston.
Granting the classification of
dustsman as an unskilled “dirty

warker, which., in our society medns
he is at the bottom of the social
strata and therefore 1n a position
unlikely 1o induce a sense of “fair
play™, we cannot excuse workers

persecuting one man on the basis
of colour.
L L L]
Democracy in France has a
peculiar way of expressing itself.

Perhaps the New Staresman writer
mentioned above will explain to the
French people how to “persuade™
their government to allow them to
march constitutionally now that they

B Contianed ou p. 3

other
governments

ap-
where

5 REVIEW

‘Independent’ Nigeria

FTHIEE PROMISE OF NIGERIA,
by Sam Books.
.‘\, .
B recen
Nigerian

Claimed s a

Epelle,

e pendence ol the

Federation has been  ac
towards  the

Thirty

Ereat \ll!‘
complete emancipation of Alrica
hive inhabitants of this  huge
the

ruling

million

wuniry four himes sire ol Careat

Britain, are

Why s it
the anarchists
thustasme—if any at all?
the

W themselves

that lovers of  [reedom
such shight en
We have

colominl rule
when Nigeria

show
r.l.l 1

erying o end of Lo

many  years, and yet now

o independent of this rule, we e not
mterested

suggest vou read thas
pen of Nigerian

member of the Instiute ol

o find out, |
factual bBook
Sam Epelle

Public  Relations

Crovernment

from. the

Director ol
I s

e

Acting
Information Services

not an easy book o read. or a good

in fact it s downnght dull, but per

haps by quoting a few passages from the

book, our lack of enthusiasm will be
understood

Just take your Ml of ths “This
salavicd group of the middle class sus

tains the country’s cultural nationnlism

d'Ami du Peuple

1 should make it clear that we're not
doing enough, that 1 am not satisfied as
an American with the
making I am not satisfied when we
have -;u‘r <0.000.000 of food, some of 1t
roting even though 4,000,000 Ameri-
cans wait every month for a food pack
Agc [I(‘I“ the Government | am con
fident that the American people do not
want to coftinue in this country poverty
and disease anl

progress we are

and  discrimination

slums

Senator Kesnepy (Democrats
Candidate for Presidency)

But what will the Senator do if

FREEDO

wmbers lead :
C wibhl unja
.||u| political organsations. (o

other hand, s
European
nished in the European stvle, mw

members have

ways:  their houses 5 I

they cat European food, they [listen
the madio and wawch television g
avidly hild wo

newspapers
cards in sports. soCial and chureh glub
soCictios angd

Eor

Organmsg  jierary
Progress,

old bove
this salaphe
midddle ncludes |
the family. MArtge
add that some
wakod

asscialions

group of the chiss
religion,

but one

oflice,
club st

sciousness OF socinl superocity at

ness is growing

The middle class Africans, the bl
goisie, the “freedom fighters” of [
African continent, men who enjoy
support of John Stonchouse and Feni
Brockway, Jead the country of \'th

Men of the muddle class are seen

Left mn this country as the exploivers}
the people, vet in Africa men of the |I\
dle class are supported ns friends

this, of course, s politics

I'he consutuwtional changes in Nigerk

rule are of no significance whatsoavs
when have members of the Roval fanul
GuvernorsGenerals, Prime Ministers ol

Parhamentars
thing 10 do with freedom? A black &8
1s taking over from & white dlite 10§
the “liberal® policy of the new siyle
servatives. A politcal point has b
wan that can be thrown ar the Russig
and the neutral countries, und the pe
believe that now ruled

Africans and not Europeans, and wills

stalesmen ever

they are

free and  wonderful hey  wall
realize the black men in powet
actly the same as white men
femr that they will learn
although the possibility of a prol
revolution o follow  the rise
middle cluss cannor e wh
counted

Let us hope Nigerians realize that
European Afncans are duangerous S
unpleasant men—soon

R.J WS

he wins? After all the problem of
surpluses in the midst of poverty
and need is a basic problem of capi-
talism which it can solve not by dis-
tributing these surpluses among the
needy but by reducing the surpluses
by cutting down on production. In
the New York Tines last week it was
pointed out that the surplus of cot-
ton from which the U.S. has ‘suffered’
these past years has at last been
solved partly by increased exports
but principally by drastically reduc-
ing the acreage under cotton.

msl-me p]nlm but whu, like
many other second-raters, qwnd their

Around the Galleries

Of the paintings themselves, Kandin-
sky's are the most important, for here
are his garish abstractions of raw colours
and loose flowing forms and here wo are
paintings of Kandinsky's Oscar Wilde
period that should have been taken out
and quictly buried, for they are pure
carn. 1 one wonders where the gothic-
obsessed Walt Disney drew his inspira-
tion from it is here in Kandinsky's men
and maidens on  high-strutting  horses,
crescent moons, star-studded skies and
daisy-flecked fields or Marc's too cute
amimals, for make no mistake about ir,
most of the reproductions of these two
men's work could be used as siills for
"Suowhm and the Seven Dwarfs™

the senile Phoenix, the menacing head
and the two crawling men of the pre-
1905 period found their culmuination in
a lithograph enutled “Death for an
Ideal” and dated 1915 and when we
place Klee's later work such as  his
“Demented Dwart™, ete, in the context
of these paintings. they no longer remain
gay and whimsical water colours but
become messages from the mad-house.

George Jardine is showing eighteen
paintings at the portal gallery 16a graf-
ton street w.1, to ape the typography of
the catalogue, and while he claims kin-
ship with the Pre-Raphaclite Brother-
hood 1 found his work too slovenly for
those exclusive brothers. This is un-
fortunate for Jardine is a fresh and wel-
come talent and while | feel that his
work has more affinity with the imagery
of Hieronvmus Bosch and Carlo Crivelli.
he could work his passage into the ex-
pired P.R.B. by cutting down his output
and spending more time on demil.

The Hanover Guallery of 32a St
George Street, W1, are showing the
latest sculpture of Inule César the un-
crowned king of the Parisian junk vards
for Césars’ sculptures are literally
crushed metal junk, no more and no less.
César’s virtue is that he can laugh at
this stuff so we can langh with him
1 you have a few hundred pounds 10

 large flag,

CINEMA
SHADOWS

’l‘lll.‘i film was shown at the Nationad
Film Theatre in July in the “Beafg
Square and Cool” season, it has now

been booked for commercial showing as
(Another ftim in
this scason, Murder by Conrract, hasi
been booked as a second-feature after
its appearance at South Bank)

The series “Beat, Square and Cool™
wis a4 showing of ‘off-beat” American
films and Shadows, which was directed
by John Cassavettes, was more “oif-beat”
|hl.lﬂ most, Cassavettes desenves to be
remembered as an actor in A Man s Ten
Feet Tall, a piecce of good, if slightly
confused propaganda  against  racial
hatred with an unnccessarily over-violent
end. Mr. Cassavettes is too. if | am
rightly informed, the protaganist in a
soon-forgotten television series  called
“Johnny Staccato™,

This film was literally improvised
during the spare time of the playvers. It
was flmed in and around New York
and it was necessary to dodge the police
because of charges of obstruction during
the making.

The subject of improvisation in art
is an interesting one. No ong accuses
the writer, painter, composer or poet of
‘improvising’ but that is just what they
all do. On the stage the ssemingiy well-
merited fAep of Sarovan's Sum, the
Highest Jumper in the World has brought
that subject into discussion again with
all the connections with “the Method™,
Stanislavsky and Brecht. There was a
small item The Temr in the Third Pro-
gramme which brought the radio imto
this feld. Myself, an unashamed
‘square’ | cannot go into the virtues of
improvisation in the field of jazz but |
believe there is considerable scope.

Shadows grew out of a class at 1he
Variety Ars Swdio in New York, the
themes of loneliness, colour-prejudice
and lack of values are given o a cast
of coloured and white actors. The
actors’ own first names are used so that
the dialogue exchange is natural  Some-
times tlus is 10 the point of hm:dom

a result interesting
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‘e Scarborough Vote
AND NOW
. WHAT?.

" Comtinged from p. 1
&R of the members of the Union.
“as af they were their Bosses.
“ynofficial” strik® can only
surely in an organisation w here
il wags the dog!). One M.P.
:mcapalmt' the defeat of the
un\c warned the Conference
“it would be the first time in
lory that the conference has re-
d the parliamentary party on
important subject to switch its
iCy between elections™. The ob-
s way to aveid anv undue em-
gassment for such sensitive souls
Id be for the Party to hold its
ences once every four vears or
#S to coincide with an election
. But then. we are assuming.
at M.P. was. that the Con-
ce m fact instructs the Par-
ptary party how to vote and

7 *

Sdswhen the Party was once
in meeting at Scarborough the
gng question then was German
: nent and on that occasion
Executive. which supporied the
al. was saved by the skin of
th by the block vote of the
dworkers who at the cleventh
switched their vote—which
a_fortnight earlier. at the T.U.
ess, had been cast against the
on. The Labour correspondent
the then Manchester Guardian
mining the prospects for the
v if the Executive were to be

S way.

policy rejected then the brain
at 'the‘: o@x‘;ﬁe_'ivable coamquenocs,

MILH'\EL YOUNG is the organisa-
fion man among the new soctal
irvestigators, He joined the stafl of
Transport House in 1945, and was secre-
tary ©of the Labour Party’s Rescarch De-
partment and Secretary of its Policy
Committee until 1951, Then he became
Director of the independent research
organisation  Political and Economic
Planning. In 1954 he founded the Insti-
tute of Community Studies, of which he

§ i1s the Director, and in 1957 he started
the Consumers Association, with s
magazine Which?, and has watched it

grow in three vears to a membership of
200.000 with people joining at the rate
of 1,500 a week. Last August he set up.
and became chairman of the Advisory
Centre for Education. with its quarterly
Wiere?. And now that Cambridge has
discovered the existence of sociology. he
is to be one of the first pair of lecturers
in the new department there.

He was the author. with Peter Will-
mot. of Family and Kinship in East
London (see FREEDOM 7/11/57). a study
of family [ife in Bethnal Green and a
comparison with the social and family
life of the same people when they move
to an L.C.C. out-country estate. Again
with Peter Willmott he has written an
mtensive study of a middle-class dormi-
tory suburb: Family and Class in a
London Suburb, which will be published
this Autumn. He wrote the satirical
utopia Thie Rise of the Meritocracy (see
FREEDOM 12/12/59) the point of which
consists in taking current educational
policy 10 its logical conclusion. He was

DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST ALGERIANS

AT FREJUS

PAris. OCTOBER 7.

Attention has recently been drawn 1o
a startling discrimination against Al-
gerians at Fréjus in the distribution of
the nine milliard old francs collected in
France and elsewhere for sufferers from
the dam tha: burst at the beginning of
last Wunter and drowned more than 300
people.

Among the dead was a small number
of Algerian workers and soidiers. While
the widows and widewers of Europeans
have received from this fund 3 lmmon

received only 500000_ Other uompen
sation has apparently been proportionate.
ltmnodobtmzhat:hesuddmbe-
stowal of 3 million francs on an iiliterate
woman without guidance in an Algerian
village mi it have unfortunate results,
l:rustm are an old invention of

The New Social

The Consumer, The

the man who compiled that report re-
commending “adventure scholarships
for the young, and who undertook thz
recent BBC enquiry “Pressure at Eigh-
teen-Plus™.

What common thread all
these preoccupations?  He pro-
bably say that it is a conccrn with the
quality of ordinary life. Back in 1949
he wrote a Labour Party pamphlet Small
Man. Big World, about the contradiction
belween the requirement of any genuine
democracy, which is smallness of scale
and face-to-face contact, and the increas-
social organisation in
Returning to the topic
under the same titie but in more force-
ful language in 1956, an article
Socialist Commentary,
trend

connects

would

ing scale of

modern  life.
in in
he spoke of the

“which could end by making the com-
meon man a rich man. but 2 man in
prison, with no more imtiative, spontan-
eity and freedom than a person whose
every move is controlled by a benevolent
governor. The ordinary man may. if
thmg: are left to themselves. become
more and more remote from the mys-
terious, baffling and far-away pcup!c
who control his life, the television com-
panics. the knights bachelor, and the
scientists at their Calder Halls and
Bikinis. At the other extreme, those in
the charmed circles and well-blessed
cliques where the fateful decisions are
made. may become more withdrawn
from the lives of ordinary people. and
more contemptuous of those whose pre-
sent and future they influence so
greatly.”

*

T“O outstanding economic develop-

ments: in this country in the ten
years since Small Man, Big World was
published have been that “first. the real
standard of living of the average famiky
has increased by roughly 20 per cent:
and. secondlv. in this geperal move.
working-class real incomes and mmddile-
class real incomes have moved up at
almost identical rates.” (Mark Abrams:
“The Home-Centred Society™ Listener
26/11/59). This is sufficient explanation
of the new interest in consumption. But
Young's concern with man as consumer,
uniike the glossy magazipe cult of
“oracious fiving”, springs from his con-
cern with a democracy of participants.

Anarchist
Commentary

¥ Continued frem p. 2

have been banned from staging a
protest against German Army bases
to be set up in France. A report
from France says that:

A mass protest by former inmates of
German concentration camps against the
granting of bases in France to the new

n Army has been banned.
demonstrators had planned to
Lhrol.rgh the centre of Pans to-

‘__'m protests have been made
{ iment’s arbitrary ban

Investigators—4

1.Q. and Dr. Young

Thus he is concerned with the “con-
sumers~ of public services, of educarion
and of housing, as much as with the

household goods which the Consumers
Association tests and ecvaluates for its
members, and in Family end Kinship, he
and Peter Willmott were able to il
trate the defects of LCC housing policy
in terms, in the light of
live and prefer 1o
“the purpose of
needs, not

consumers the
way people actually
[ive, for, as they put 1L,
rehousing is to meet human
they are judged by others, but us
people assess their own™. The Advisory
Centre for Education, similarly, aims at
helping people through

the bureaucratic

facade of the educational system, so that
they can find cut what it can really offer
and the true amount of choice

For as Young said in start-
ing it, “in a more and more complicated

world people need a new kind of service.

information service, if they are not

to be overwhelmed.”
The Rise of the Meritocracy purports
to be an account written by a future

sociojogist in 2034, of the history of
education and its effect on British society
in the years 1870 to 2033, projecting the
course of the Educauon Acts and the
Labour Party’s policy statements into the
future. He looks back on our own day
as one where “two contradictory princi-
ples for legitimising power were strugel-
ing for mastery—the principle of KXin-
ship and the principle of merit”™. Ment
wins, and with the perfection of intelli-
and earlier and earlier

gence testing,
sefection in the schools, a new non-sclf-
perpetuating €lite 1s formed of “the five

per cent, of the population who know
what five per cent. means™. The best
jobs go to the best brains, and Payment
by Merit (M=1Q plus Effort) widens the
gap between top and bottom pecple.

The people at the bottom are not only
treated as inferior: they know they are
inferior.

But to select the few is to reject the
many. and new social tensions arise,
though the new working class has no
[onger men of outstanding ability. sincz
these have been creamed off in child-
hood by meritocratic selection. A Popu-

list movement arises however. consisting
of 'dissident intellectuals. mainly women.
In the Chelsea Manifesto of 2009 they
declare that:

“The classless society wouid be one
which both possessed and acted upon
piural wvajues. Were we to evaluate
people. not only accordang to their in-
telligence and their education. their
occupation and their power, but accord-
ing to their Kindliness and their courage.
:h imagination and sensibility. thelr
wmpath» and generosity, there could be
no classes. Who would be able to say
that the scientist was superior to the
porter with admirable qualities as a
father, the civil servant with unusual skill
at gaining prizes superior to the [orry-
driver with unusual skill at growing
roses? The classless society would also
be the tolerant society, in which indivi-
dual differences were actxvelv encouraged
as well as passivelv tolerated. in which
full meaning was at last given to the
dignity of man. Every human being

would
to rise
any mathema

g U3 y tunny, not
then have egual « prmr..J""r 4 ¥ =
up in the the hpht o
¢ mecasure, but to develop

ia] capacities for leading 2

world in

his Oown spec
rich life”

regarded as senti-
s the

This was ol course

but i1t led eventually ¢
bances of 2033 and the guting oOf
the Ministry of Education though we
do not know what happened when the
Populists called a genernl strike . May
2034, because the author himsell lost
his life in the demonstration at Peterloo

mental cant,

disturh,

Evidence for the plausibility of the
rise of the meritocracy is all around
ou. Ask anv child. Dr. Young's radic
. programme “Pressure at Eigh-
teen-Plus™—the first educanonal enquiry

I have heard of to interview children and
find out rheir revealed how
aware they
sel
Will this horse
tfv his place
about s enquiry (The Listener

Dr. Young remarks:

oOpINIOnNs,
of the
with its implied question

enough to jus-
stable? Writing
316760}

were emdless process

run well

the

in

visited in the
me that the
of the grammar
far as the infanis’

school |
told

“In a primary
Midlands, a teacher
downward pressure
schools reached as
school . For me, the saddest experi-
ence of the whole enquiry was going
into a classroom for five-vear-old boys
and girls. The room was divided by
three straight lines tables. At one
extreme were the high tables, for the
cleverest children who were already
learning to recad. t the other extreme
were the low tables for the duds, At
this school the teachers in effect labelled
the children into groups when they were
only five years old: one one hand the
ordinary children who would become the
world’s workers and on the other the
potential recruits for grammar school and
university.”

of

English education. he concluded. i< an
obstacle race from start to finish:

“If a child is put at the top table
when he is five, he still may not get into
the A’ stream at seven. If he 1s in the
‘A’ stream at seven he still may be
weeded out later. Many compete but

most are rejected, and the sense of fail-

ure that results is sometimes psycholo-
gically crippling. The way things are
going. the schools are in danger of

making the Britain of 1960 a nation of
failures with only a thin CFi:c of super-
trained people at the top.”

*

A FORTNIGHT ago The Observer

announced that it was distributing
a pamphlet which the Fabian Society had
commussioned Michael Young to write
but had then rejected after it was in
print. Hastily clad in a new cover with
the title The Chipped White Cups of
Dover. it discusses the Labour Party's
decline and examines the possibilities for
a new Consumers’ Party if Labour fails
to bring itself up-to-date and fulfil the
two conditions the author feels are the
requisites of a reforming party—that i
should be an internationalist party and
that its domestic policy should be con-
cerned with the problems of today. His
castigation of the defects of contempor-

B Contimued on p. 4
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~REAT BRITAIN. Ilike most

~ countries in Western Europe, is
supposed to be a democracy. That
‘mieans that it is ruled by the people.
‘But what happens when the people
disagree about a question of national
:mporunce‘? Then, democracy pre-
scribes that the view of the majority
should be accepted. How can it be
discovered easily, what the views of
the majority are? For that we have
Tepresentative government, by which
people living in the same area elect
2 representative 1o put their point

N liament reflects the opinions of the
Wil majority of the people. But how
%, do the people know that their rep-
resentative. will put forward their
views faithfully? To ensure that we
have the party system, by which
~ candidates are put forward by

: nationally known parties, with de-
finite objects and policies. How are
the policies of the parties decided
on? Oh, by democracy of course.

If the reader sull has any more
appetite for cynicism, one could
mention that the people are provided
with information on which to base
their judements by the existence of
4 remarkable free press.

Now if this account of democracy
were true, the annual conferences of
the political parties would be oc-
casions of lively interest. with press
and public discussing the issues
raised at them. At the same time
the discussion would be expected 1o

- have scime sincenty about it. The
first concern of the friends of demo-
cracy would be to see that the
‘mzjority points of view did actually

2 prevail, and that discussion of the
issues at stake was not obscured by
orzanisationzl and personal con-

. siderations. Secondly, they would
2 ‘put their own 1deas forward as force-

Tfally as possible, keeping 10 the same
canons of honesty.

How different from this ideal is
the reality, as revealed in the conduct
of the current Labour Party con-

d ference at Scarborough, and the
3 Teaction 1o 1t throughout the press.
Gpaﬂy. ﬂ:epfob m is whethe thc

of view in Parliament, so that Par- .

the press on that account. Support
for conservative ideas does not con-
stitute “meddling in politics.™ Now
several unions have decided at their
conferences to oppose the official
party line, and their leaders are
hailed as statesmanlike when they try
to evade carrying out the decisions
which they were mandated to rep-
resent. Headlines describe the de-
bates as if they were merely clashes
of personalities. It is Gaitskell
versus Cousins. This may be part
of the truth; at least Gaitskell and
Cousins represent tendencies within
the Labour movement whose dis-
tinguishing differences are not those
of H-bomb policy; but if this is so
the democrats should expose and
attack the tendency to personalise
matters of principle, not to exploit
and aggravate it. Lastly, the unity
and future of the Labour Party
must be safeguarded at all costs. The
Party can never have had so many
well-wishers on the right before.
The Times and the Guardian have
been overburdened with sorrow at
the possibility of the loyal opposition
being saddled with a thought of dis-
loyalty. It would be dangerous for
our constitution if the opposition
were not effective in Parliament.
The hypocrisy is worse coming from
the voice of Liberalism, since one
‘of its permanent political criticisms
has been that the parties are rigid
and inflexible. It welcomes the
flexibility of Labour when it takes a
conservative decision, but abuses it
when the delegates overthrow the
platform and assert their point of
view over the H-bomb. They are

Reflections on Block Votes & Executives

The Anti-Democrats

all full of pity for poor old Gaitskell.
=1 will fight on” he announces after
the ereatest speech in his career (see
close-up Wednesday evening
papers), fighting against the decisions
of the delegates who keep his or-
ganisation going, and announcing his
unflinching defiance in the face of
the people who, naively and without
understanding the realities of poli-
tics, put his group into Parliament in
their name. Educate, educate, edu-
cate, advises the Guardian, using the
words of a socialist pioneer on how
to achieve socialism in Britain: and
with them urges Gaitskell to get his
followers to agree to building social-
ism with H-bombs and American
rocket bases, safeguarding it by
military alliances including fascist
dictatorships. and using the cult of
the personality to silence opposition
within his organisation.

Such is the reaction of the press
and right wing Labourites when they
are threatened by an adverse vote.
The measures which they would take
if threatened by anything worse than
a vote can be appreciated by glancing
across the channel to the growing
threat of fascism in France, which
is being whipped to a fury of arrests,
imprisonments and persecutions of
left wing intellectuals by a move-
ment which might practically affect
the power of the state to wage a
brutal and vicious colonial war.

That is certainly not the position
in England. The parliamentary
Labour Party are almost all in
favour of nuclear weapons, the
Labour Party are out of office and

will probably not be back for some

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Dear EDITORS,

Bernard Scou’s letter an “Catholic
Anarchism” and its plea for occasional
contributions by e.¢. Bob Steed. is char-
acteristic of the old-fashioned and basic-
ally ignorant attitude of anarchists 1o
“religion™. Prof. J. M, Cameron in his
third broadcast in the "New Left™ re-
cently drew attention 1o the fact ‘that
nonc of the writers of the new socialist
school (Maclntyre excepted) seem 10
have read anything about religion beyond
19th century rationalism. There appears
10 be & kind of unconscious resistance
of the kind notably associated with sex
ual questions, to any deep involvement
in spiritual issues,” The result is an in-
credibly naive and adolescent understand-
i_ng of religion. Bernard Scatr talks as
if all priests were reactionary and all

time, and experience has shown what
happens to their revolutionary in-
tentions when they do form the
government. If Gaitskell has suf-
fere:d a political defeat, the nuclear
disarmament people in the party
have only won a political victory. Tt
will be a pity if advocates of nuclear
disarmamen{ were to rest on their
laurels and ignore the need for con-
tinued propaganda and action
against the bomb in real life. The
democratic theory does not work,
because in trying to elect represen-
tatives, and channelise political
ideas through parties, it puls power
into the hands of a few people whe
become literally  conservatives.
Direct “social action takes power
from the top people and leads each
individual to take responsibility for
himself. and its logical conclusion
is therefore the abolition of

government.
P.H.

News from Siough!

(From our Slough Correspondent)

RAND new Warren Field Comprc-
~— hensive School, first of its kind in
Slough, got off 1o a wvery inauspicious
start when its headmaster announced that
children who did not wear uniform
would be banned from G.C.E. classes

and representing the school in sports

’ﬂns move, which has upset most parents
m't care for umform and a few

faugb Exprm— the Marxist
O ﬂ of Govemor:. am:l

e .S‘J‘ou,g!: Obsetrver and 3
emarked that if they
ren out of unifore

Eton College, apparently, has not con-
sidered the threat 1o its own status suffi-
ciently serious 1o oppose the move.

It is surprising that the vast majority
of people think that uniforms are used
(successfully 100) to promote the brother-
hood of man, when examples abound o
‘demonstrate the opposite. School auth-
orities give the same away when they
say uniforms give a school distinction
{n. act of distnguishing; acparanon ar
division; that which dlstmguishes; differ-
ence; eMinence; sup<riorily).

b ® %

At the Slough Court, the manager of
the Adelphi Cinema was refused a
licence to sell liquor during Rock "o
Roll show ~Idols On Parade”, smarring
Billy Fury and other top pops. Slough's
police chief objected to the application
on the grounds that the yvoung audience
would tend 10 zZet very excited about
theic idols. So the magistrates, one

 Major, one Alderman, two Doctors and
" a Sir, refused 1o grant the licence. Later

on in the same Court proceedings, the
same applicant was granted a liquor
licence for a wrestling show.

Autumn

Windfall

_(mntmued : )

‘pality for teenagers; Money for the Box

Describing Fury’s performance as un-
calthy muck, a Slough Obsérver repor-
ter wrote, “For ten minutes of his act
the stage was taken ‘over by a silent
routine which overstepped the realms of
mere suggestion. He stopped singing
and the implication of his movements
was obvious as he sank slow motion to
the stage floor boards”™. When ques-
tioned about the performance., the
Adelpht manager pleaded ignorance (he
wis backstage and did not see ir) and the
Granada circuit booking office said it
was his usual act.

By all accounts it would seem that
teenagers will pay 1o ses someons
writhing in ecstasy in preference (o some-
one writhing in agony. Beer. Blood and
Brutality for adults; Soeda, Sex and Sens-

Office.

* * *

Once famous as the Experimental
Road Saferty Town, Slough has been
selected 1o try out the Oral Contracep-
tive. Local Roman Catholics, singing
their ballad “We've Got Rhythm™, have
shewn more alarm over murder in bed
than they did over murder on the roads.
The big question here seems to be
whether or not an ovum possesses
soul—or is it half @ soul? Anyway it's
the perfect murder—the one that Agatha
Christie missed.

* * ¥

Hats off to Slough's BiS-illusionisr,
Dublin’ born Hugh Deeney. a male
nurse who blew the facade away from
Cliveden Hospital at its annual prize
giving ceremony. Invited to propose a
‘wote of thanks to Lord Astor for taking
the chair, this unpredictable trishman
ook the opporiunity t© accuse the
Cliveden doctors of treating aurses as
handmaids and servants eather than as
professional colleagues,  Afteewards the
Matron said she was “absolutely shat-
i Y. What a surprise far the Duke

Mr, Beency is 10 do a
ek 10 his previous

FREEDO!

anarchists were practical revglutio
this is the Soy of 4 man living in 4 dr
world  and  dicting IR e
liberals. Where are ihe anarchisrs
compare with Niemoller, Luther K
Michuel Scor, Trevor H“‘mlcﬂmn,
hop Reeves, A, ). Muste, Father Gr
and hundreds of others of whom
living 35 You do in the 1830s, have
heard or shut your eyes 107 1 wo
dream of praising the Church for
revolutionary, on the contrary she I
made a pretiy mess of putting the " Maj
nificat” into practice, though onc e
that her puerile effort is betier than
of so-called anarchists. But if the dreal
ers who babble off their platitudes abal
the Church would come (010 the g
world of social and racial conilic
war, hunger, poverty, and even
o your liking pg,rh.jp:.—"\\f 5 /
theoretical discussions, they mighis
who it 1s who's doing the real wa
vou add together the Christian £
(who constitute the minority Off
Church) | bet they'd easily treble
non-Christian anarchists in the couf
both in numbers, in dynpamic and ens
Chuck it Freepom: you sound
religious cranks.

on

Yours on most things,
London, Oct. 4. Ken LE
[If no reader answers the argumentss
forward by our correspondent we wil
50 ourselves! —EDITORS]. |

I.A. C.
HAT is this impressivel
body the “Secretarial for U

ternational Anarchist Commission.
by what right does it claim to sp
all Anarchists, and if it does nog
does it make such a gencralisatiol
“Anarchists . . . npt sharing with
(Pacifists) a religious faith. . -
Certainly many  Anarchists,
notably the editorial staff of FREER
have no religious faith. Eguallys
tainly there are Anarchists who dadl
such a faith, and while these peIs
still exist the Secretariat’s Statement
War must be recarded as. to this Xl
untrue. I hope to read in FR
soon that this misrepresentatio
been deleted from the text of the
ment On War before it is present
the War Resisters International Cong
in December.

Woaodlev, Oct. 9.

Meetings and
Announcements"

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY

IMPORTANT
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N.1.
(near King's Cross Station)
at 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome.

London Anarchist Group

AN EXPERIMENT IN
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION
MEETINGS

Ist Thursday of each month at 8 p.m.
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's,

6 Suainton Road, Enficld, Middx.
Last Wednesday of each month at
$ p.m.

At Dorothy Barasi's,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N.2.
15t Wednesday of sach month ar 8 p.m.

At Colin Ward's,
33 Ellerby Street, Fulham, S\W.6.

The Anarchist Weolly

Postal Subscription Rates :

12 months 19/- %U S.A. §3.00]
6 months 9/6 [U.S.A. §150)
3 months 5/- [U.S.A.. 50?51




