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GAS WAR TO CLASS WAR

n 17th Ocrober, after successive

days of violent civil unrest, Gon:
Sdnchez de Lozada 2

o

quicsced to
popular demands and resigned as
president of Bolivia, Demonstrations
flared np originally in response o the

;:‘]\'L‘:l'lt"l'll.'l]'[ls announcement of pians 1o
sell the country's resources of natural
gas to the US and Mexico under an

IMF-imposcd deal. Popular fecling was

mcensed that Bolivia stood to gain only
18%% of the profits from the s
that lictle would be done to alleviate the

widespread poverty. Pr
met with brural stare repression: military

countr

515

deployment of planes, helicoprers and
tanks, tcar gas and machine gun fire
lefr over seventy dead and hundreds
injured. The new president, Carlos
Mesa Gisbert, has described himselt as
a fervent admirer of his predecessor,
leaving lietle hope for a quick resolurion
to the civil conflice or any marked
improvement in the condinons of

Bolivia's poor.

The fallowing is an cyewitness account
of the demonstrations at the height of
the stare repression.

A human tide, coming from El Alto, is
already in the centre of the capital La
Paz. They hurry towards the Pal:
Marching through the strects near
government headquartes
appeart, residents of the area, adding to
the marching, with clubs and stones. [t
15 the people, humiliated and massacred

, more rebels

with machine guns and rifles for more

BOSSES’

he USUK governments’ war on

Iraq has greatly benefited US-

owned corporations, since they
stand to profit from the ‘reconstruction”

of the infrastructure, as well as taking

over most of Irag's public services

under WTO-enforced privatisation, It
has sc
waorkers — by killing tens of thousands

ewed over the mass of lragi

of civilians and conscripts and
maintaimng an authoricarian regime.
What 15 a little less obvious is how it
has harmed ordinary people in the West
roo. Aparr from the wholesale
destruction of ‘cwvil libertes’, the

wartime censorship and the ablity to
denounce any seriking workers like the
fire-fighters as ‘rraitors’ or ‘unparriotic’,
the somewhat foclish workers who
signed up to the military are not getting

much thanks for their sacr

1CCs.
Apart from the slowly-escalating
numbers of dead Brinsh and American
troops, over &,000 US servicemen have
had to be cvacuared for medical
reasons, including more than 1,500
Mot only
ven bills

mjured — many very serousky.
that, but the

¥ are even being

than 48 hours. It s the people that have
decided ro kick out the government of

onaire Goenzalo Sincher de Lozada.
The neighbourhoods of the north, of

the cast and of the west arc already in

the hands of the people. In the city

the governments headguarters,

waorkers, unemployed and students

CEntre

control the main streets, awainng the
arrival of the residents of El Alto before
occupying the Praga Murillo, home to
the Government's vast Palace, protected

by a ning of firc and machine

The military, heavily armed, are holding
on 1o the symibol of power. The president,
cial r

LU,

sidence i the

a recluse in his off
South of the city, is alone and desperare,
meeting with those who seill back him.
Journalists already speculate on his
dismissal, which seems imminent.

The human tide continues to move
forward. Everyone is screaming,
evervone is furious. Some say that there
are 20,000 — others caloulare more than
30,000, But it 1s certain thar there are
mare than ever inTI:]]T on avenging Th('
massacre, they cannot forget the thirty
plus who have died and the 150-0dd
wounded in the last 48 hours.

From the city of Oruro, in El Ao,
the padrecitos of the Church bless a
countless crowd of shopkeepers, workers,
mir
to march on La Paz, leaving behind
their children, their brothers and s

rs, and students who have decided

to remove Sdnchez de Lozada,
“Cront, murderer, we want your head’,
screams the crowd coming from El Alwo.

on leaving hospiral for their food,
sometimes for hundreds of dollars!

In additen, the Pentagon has slashed
the wages of the 148,000 soldicrs in
Iraq by blocking promised pay increases
of §225 a month as it claims it cannot
afford them — despite the billions being
made by Amernican bosscs.

It is becoming increasingly obvious o
all thar rhis war is not in the mterests
of any working people — the bosses
only carc about how much money they
can squeeze out of us. The US govern-
ment is already fearing more US wwoops
going AWOL as they realise thes, and it
15 ‘encouraging’ them to take the
in Germany rather than the US where

leave

they could more easily ‘disappear’.
We at Freedom would positively

all squaddies in the Gulf

ke s0

ENCOUrag

region to desert and mutiny
many of ctheir predecessors ded in
Viernam. This would brng a swift and

bloodless end to a brutal occupation
and show the Western governments
that we know whose side they're on —
and it sure as hell sn't ours!

Alex Allison

They are men, women, children, it is the
people that are geming rid of the
democracy of the rich. They are two
kilometres from the Palace, The

millionaire in the souch of the

i
follows in silence, a car with diplomatic
plates waining at the door

Anton Pawluk
Source: Econoticiasbolivia.com

Solidanty actions have already been
held in Argentina — another Larin

Amencan country in the middle of a

social uprising — where 3,000 people
took the streets, and demonstrations
have been held outside embassies
around Europe. As the protests
intensify, so will the State repression,
and we must be ready to provide

NO T0 TOP-UP

he government has announced
plans to charge “rop-up' fees for

university education, This wall

involve allowing uwniversities to charge

thousands of pounds a year extra on
top of current tuition fees, effectively

this will mean that elite universicies will

be able to charge more than othe

a TWo DCr system W
increased financial burden will also acr
as a further obstacle to working-class
youth.

Because of more radical student
unions the NUS has been forced, ar s
annual conference, to campaign against
their introduction, but ver again, the
furure government ministers of the NUS
nanonal executive committee have

failed to fully throw therr weighe
behind this campaign. Instead of the
tradittional weekday march in Central
London, they have instead called for
one on a Sunday, when disruption wall
be minimal. If we as students are

serios abour stopping this blatant

artack on working-class educanion then
a return to the student militancy of the

late "6ls and '70s 1s required, and we
must alse make links with higher
education workers.

As anarchises we are against the
whale concept of paying tor an
educarion, an educarion is not a
privilege, it is a right. Since the
introduction of ruiton fees and the
abolition of student grants it has been
aetting harder and harder for poorer
students to enter higher education,
Onaly direct action can stop this.

A new network: 15 currently being

formed by anarchist’anti-capitalisc
students o allow greater
communication and co-ordimarion of
struggles berween different student

SOCH

and groups. A meenng has
led by the Anarchist Youth

been
Network o take place ar the Anarchist
Booktair {Spm, room 2E}. For a list of

SUPPOCTNE Eroups sce
www.anarchistyouth.net
For the march there will be an

anarchist/direct action bloc, the march
meets outside ULU on Maler Street

{nearest tube Goodge Streer) at

practical support and solidanty to the
insurgents.

The sitwation in Bolivia ks changing rapadly, so
we recommend that for more up-to-the-minwte
Mews on events you check the excellent
Indymedia websites at www.indymedia.org.uk
for English language rews or
bedivia.indymedia.cog if you can speak
Spanish.

12:30pm on Sunday 26th Ocrober
{which is the day after the anarchist
bookfair).

For more information contact the
Guoldsmiths Anarchise Sociery on
goldsmiths@anarchistyouth.ner
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Anarchism

Anarchists work towards a society of
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation,
We reject all government and economic
repression.

Freedom Press is an independent
anarchist publisher, Besides this
newspaper, which comes out cvery two
weeks, we produce books on all aspecrs
of anarchist theory and practice.

In our bmlding in Whitechapel we
run Britain’s biggest anarchist
bookshop and host a social centre and
meeting space, the Autonomy Club.
We're currently developing open-acoess
IT provision for activists to use.

Chur aim 15 to explain anarchism
more widely and to show that human
freedom can only thrive when the
institutions of state and capital have
been abolished.

Freedom online

More in-depeh information, more news,
more debare!

From this 1ssue of Freedom all
articles in the paper will be put online
at www.enrager.net’newswire. This will
mean that readers will be able to search
for arnicles, find more in-depth
informanon and more stories which we
couldn’t fit in the paper, comment on
and debate each story — and more!

Ohther anarchist and community-
ortented news will also be up an the
site, and people are encouraged o
contribute their own.

Enragernct is now officially live, and
also contains listings of Britam-based
libertanan groups, introductions to
anarchism and more in-depth articles,
practical organising materials, discussion
forums, a people’s history database and
an online shop raising money for
political prisoners, wildcat strikes and
strugghing “3rd world® groups and
more. [t needs your input!

enrager.net
antl-authoritarian rescurce and communkty

Anarchist art

Ten artists have been invited to respond,
negotiate and debate the ideas, history
and politic of anarchism. Indeed in
many ways anarchism offers the perfect
base from which arnsts can challenge
the many preconceptions about the way
contemporary life s negotiated. The
often diverse reaction of the arrists will
be testament to this, from Michelle
Fletcher's paintings and musings over
Emma Goldman's possible reactions to
the London in which we now live, to
Jesse Thorn's explorations of the
autonomy of the individual and thewr
economic systems. This will be a show
not o be missed, and runs from 3lith
Ohctober ta 29th November here at 84b
Whitechapel High Sereer. The private
view will be on 2%th October from
Gpm o Spm.

Next issue

The nexr issue will be dated 8th
November and the last day for copy
will be Thursday 30ch Ocraber. You
can send arricles to us by snail mail or
at FreedomCopy@aol.com

Notes f

ust to let you know that | am
back ar HMP Woaodhill afrer
vy sojourn at HMP Full Sutton.
Whilst I was there [ was in
SCErCgamon :lﬂli went on
hunger strike over being told 1
waould be transferred to HMP
Manchester for accumulated visics and
then having the rug pulled from beneath
my feet by the governor saying there was
no secure cells ar HMP Mancheseer.

Keith Pringle arnived from HMP
Whitemoor on the 22nd August and
started a ‘dirty protest’ over the ‘over
the top' secunity measures, The next
day Stephen Lawler joined the protest.

On the 26ch [ came off my “hunger
strike’ and joined the “dirry protest’ and
we were joined a few days later by Gin
Poom. We all demanded immediate
transfers out of Full Sureon.

Durning the protest at HMP Full Sutton
by Keith, Stephen, Gin and myself were
subjected to various forms of abuse. All
water supplies were turned off, (were
they rrying to prevent us from flooding
the cells, as if we would), When our meals
were bought to owr cells, the trays were
turned upside down on the cell floors
and stamped on. Gin who is Asian and
Stephen an Inish Traveller were both
subjected to racist abuse by the scrows.

On Wednesday 17th September a POA

LISTINGS

Berkshire

13th November Big Notse Demo from
10am outside Bayer's Newbury office in
Strawberry Hill. Bring whistles, homns,
drums, cte. Tickets for transport from
Brighton from The Cowley Cluby,
Lendon Road. For transport from
Leeds email leedsef@leedsel.orguk

Leeds

8th November On the anniversary of
the fall of the Berlin Wall, members of
Leeds Coalition Against War will
demonstrare in graphic form what
should happen to the wall erecred by
the lsracli government between lsracl
and the Occupied Ternrorics. The cvent
will take place at 12 noon on Briggare
in Leeds city centre. For more info see
www.togetherforpeace.co.uk

London

25th Ocrober Anarchist Bookfair 2003
from 1am to 7pm, ULL, Malet Street,
WL Sce www.anarchisthookfairorg
25¢th October National demo against
dearhs in police custody. Assemble
Teafalgar Square ac 1pm for march o
Downing Strect. Please wear black.
Further info from www.utfcorg or call
U7770 432439

25th October Mumia's Lawyer Speaks,
showing of this 80-min video plus
discussion from 3pm to Spm at the
Anarchist Bookfair, Room 3b, UL,
Maler Streer, WL

25th & 26th October Southern Blues,
an evening of dance, drama and poetry
in celebranon of Black History Month,
745pm ar Anna Scher Theatre, 70-72
Barnsbury Road, N1.

26th October Anti-Syscemic Library
project meeting from 12 noon to Spm
at LARC, 62 Fieldgate Street, E1.

27th October Protest against corporate

was assaulted and almaost immediately
the repression started. Phil Simmons who
15 of mixed race was beaten up and
placed in the ‘Box'. The next morning
it was Gin's turn for a good hiding
leaving him severely bruised. Phil got
another luding and was shipped our, don't
know where to. Michacl Stone was also
attacked by the screws for speaking out
over the rreatment we were receiving.

As | was shipped out on the following
Monday so | have only got word of
mouth what happened after. Sometime
towards the end of that week Stephen
was rushed to hospital suffering
malnutnicion and dehydranion. Gin at
some stage was found unconscious; he
roo was rushed to hospital found to be
suffering same as Stephen.

When Gin and Stephen were returned
from hospital they continued with the
protest. (At the time of writing this
leteer on Tuesday 7th Ocrober they are
still on hunger strike).

It is not just Wormwood Scrubs”
where prisoners are regularly given a
hiding, it is happening all the time, 1t 1s
normal practice in any dispersal
segregation block, yet it all goes
unnaticed, unreporred ..

Mone of us received any mail duning
the protest, though it was logged in.

Robble Stewart, HMP Woodhill

invasion of Irag outside Restructurning
Iraq conference at 1 Whitchall Place
from B_30am onwards. Further mnfo see
www,voicesuk.org or call 0207 837
0561,

30th October South London Radical
History Group presents The Witch
Trials 1360-1690, what happened and
why? at Use Your Loaf, 227 Deptford
High Sereer, SES, from 8pm.

3 1st October Zapansia action, procest
against the expulsions of indigenous
peoples in the Montes Azules. Meet
11am outside the Mexican Embassy,
42 Hertford Streer, W1

1st November Rabble Collective benefic
party at Fton Mission Social Club, 91
Eastway, Hackney, from 8pm o Tam,
with two rooms of bands, [Vs and
cabaret plus cheap bar and veggie cafe.
1st November The true story of GM
food, BSE and foot and mouth, ralk by
Andrew Rodwell at the cafe Diplo,
French Instirute, 17 Queensbury Place,
SW7. Call 0709 2348724 or email
monde-diplo-friends@mondediplo.com
2nd November Should all illegal drugs
be decriminalised? Open debate, 3pm
ar South Place Ethical Socicty, Conway
Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, Holborn.
Sth MNovember Viva cabarer, Mad Pride
banfire night special from 1lpm o
3.30am at Gossips, 69 Diean Strect,

W1 See www.geocttics comivivacabaret
Sth November to 24th December Leo
Baxendale exhibition at The Cartoon
Art Trost Museum, 7-13 The
Brunswick Cenrre, Bernard Srrect W1,
and on 11th Novemnber ar 6.30pm Lea
Baxendale with give a ralk. For derails
call 020 7278 7172,

#th November Smart Bombs Dumb
Wars, one-day conference examining
changing conditions of war and peace
in the age of global terrorism, at the

rom inside

B5. Since May | have been having a go at the
Frison Service over the level of unemployment
pay (fixed at £2.50 a wesk in 1992}, bogging
them down with cormespondence for the last 6
manths. It went fight to the prson Ombudsman
who deafed it out One small thing 1 did get
was that In the end the govemor has said he
will wiite to the Prison Service asking them to
review PE0 4460 and glve consideration to
raising the minimum rate or unemployment pay.
Robbie Stewart, DH 4408, HMP Woodhill,
Tattenhoe Street, Milton Keynes MK 4DA

Bigger cages

With the number of people inside
soaring David Blunkett 18 planning rwo
super-size jails, each one capable of
holding up to 1,300 mmates 1n a new
prson building programme. They are
part of a package of six new prisons
which will increase the prison capacity
by 5,400, These will be the biggest
prisons 1o be built in modern history,
onc of these jails is likely to be situated
near London, the other in the
Midlands. The prison service has
wradicionally fele thar facilines of this
size have boen too difficult to manage.
Let's hope so!

Prison resistance
An inquiry has been launched after 25
to 30 inmates rioted at HMDP Lewes,

Insticute of Education, 20 Bedford Way,
London WC1. For further info email
p.a.cehen@uel.acuk

10th November to 24th December Billy
Childish exhibition We Arc All Phonies
at The Aquarinm, 10 Woburn Walk,
WL See www.agquarinmgallery.co.uk
or call (20 2387 8417,

11th Movember Conference on asylum
seckers and human rights at The Grear
Hall, King's College, The Strand, W2
from % 30am onwards. Further info
from 020 7593 0043 or 020 7608 7305,
Every Wednesday the LARC Library
will be open from 1pm at 62 Fieldgare
Street, EL.

Manchester

1st November Anarchist youth benefic
gig at the Mumbe Arts Centre, 86
Prncess Strect, from 8pm. For more
info see hetprwww.anarchistyouth.ner
Kth November Immigration Laws: They
Disable Us! conference ar Le Meridien,
Vicroria & Albert Hotel, Water Street,
Castlefield, organised by Grearer
Mancheseer Coalirion of Disabled
People {GMCDP). Details from

ke higging_gmedpéiblucyonderco.uk
ar (1161 273 5155 or 07968 Sa060

Mewcastle

22nd - 26th October Jeremy Hardy
versus the lsracli Army showing at the
Side Cinema {near the Crown Posada
pub on Dean Street on the quayvside).
Sec www.sidecinema.com

28&th October Mad Film Nighe ar the
Side Cinema {near the Crown Posada
pub on Dean Street on the quayvside).
Films on mental health from 7.30pm.
See www.sidecinema.com

5th November The Animals Film, with
much covert footage inside labs and
factory farms, showing at the Side

Freedom 25th October 2003

injuring one officer and damaging
property. The disturbance started on
the evening of Tuesday 7th Ocrober just
before inmates were to be locked up for
the night, sadly all prisoners were back
in their cells after six hours. I has led
to twenty inmates being transferred
from the prison and there is a
possibility that some may face criminal
charges. The independent watchdog,
the Board of Visiters has said some
cells at Lewes were “reminiscent of
dungeons"”.

Even poorer treatment

Ray Galbert, a Close Supervision Unic
(CSU) inmare is currently being held in
a High Conteal Cell ar HMP Full
Sucton. He spends 23 hours a day ina
very cold cell, gers only one howr a day
exercise alone in the yard, hands
handeuffed together whilst being
escorted 1o and actually using the
phone if he actually manages to access
it, and this 15 only some of the shit he
has to put up with.

For more information contact Miscamages of
JusticellK (MOJUK) majuk@mo)uk.ong.uk

Itz fwewen. mojuk.org uk

Ray Gilbert is an anarchist and contributer to
Freedom. You can send a message of solidarity
to Ray: Ray Gilbert H10111, HMP Full Suttan,
Stamford Bridge, Yorks YO4 1PS

Cinema i{near the Crown Posada pub
on Drean Sereer on the quaysidel,
7.30pm. See www.sidecinema.com
19th November Manufactunng
Conscnt: Noam Chomsky and the
media, showing at the Side Cinema
{near the Crown Pasada pub on Dean
Sereet on the quayside), 7pm. See
www.sidecncma.com

3rd December My Feminism, showing
ar the Side Cinema (near the Crown
Posada pub on Dean Screet on the
quayside), 7pm. Sce www.sidecinema.com

Oxfordshire

25th October Close Campshield refugee
detention centre demo at main gates,
Langford Lane, Langford Lane,
Kidlingron, 12 noon to 2pm. See
www.closecampsfield. org.uk

29th November Tenth anniversary of
demo ar Campshield refugee detention
centre, Langford lane, Kidlingron, wich
guest speakers and music. Contact
01865 558145 or 01993 703394 See
www.closecampsficld.org.uk

Swansea

22nd November Beyond TV, annual
video activise festival ar Swansea
Environment Cenere, Pier Streer. For
further info call 11792 455900, email
helen@videoncowork.org or sce
www.undercurrents.org/beyondoviindex
htm

Worthing

25th October Antmal Aid Awrumn Fair,
from 10am ro 12 30pm at Heene
Community Centre, 122 Heene Road.

Sabs please note

15t November The fox hunting scason
begins. Contact Hunt Sab Association
on (1273 822827 for more info.



Freedom 25th October 2003

Britain

On the picket line

Strikes, occupations, ballots and direct action in the workplace
from 4th to 16th October

his is the first of a regular round-

up of industrial action compiled by

the Anarchist Workers” Network,
along with StrikewatchUK.

Strikes

* Workers in the Transport and General
Warkers Union at manufacturing
company Trelleborg in Leicester strike
over “Big Brother’ monitoring system.
Factory workers are taking stnke action
after bosses introduced a Big Brother-
style montcoring system forcing them to
wear red tags on tea breaks.

# Another wildeat strike at the post
office. An unofficial strike by postal
workers last week disrupred mail
deliveries in the Hamileon arca. Royal
Mail say seventy posties and sorting
staff at Hamilton Delivery Office
walked out on Saturday after an
employee refused to work as instructed
and was told to go home.

# Diockers at the Appledore Shipbuilding
works, who occupied their workplace
along with the local community in
September agamnse closure, had
continued to work wich the Shop
Stewards running the vard, Now
unionists from Amicus and the GMB
are still helping apprentices finish their
rraining despice none of them being
pard. Owver 550 people have lost thear
jobs so solidarity funds are urgently
needed. Send cheques pavable 1o
*Appledore Shipbuilders Welfare Club'
to Freedom for forwarding.

More info at their site on www.work-
in.blogspot.com

Our work

narcho-syndicalists seek to create

militant opposition to the bosses

and the state contrelled by the
waorkers themselves. What follows 15 an
anarcho-syndicalist strategy for the
workplace. This can apply equally to
those in the official rrade unons who
wish to organise independently of the
union burcaucracy and those who wish
to set up other types of self-organisation,

Rank and file control

Drecisions should be made collecrively.
This means they are made by mass meet-
mgs, not by officials in umon offices.
These mass meetings include all those
n the workplace, regardless of union
membership (other than managers and
scabs). Anyone we clect to negonate with
management should have a mandate from
the workforee that gives them clear
gudance on what 1s and is not accept-
able. Mass meetings of workers need 1o
be able to recall all those elecred to any
posinon in the union. In effect we should
not be clecting delegares mof represenca-
dves who can act as they sce fit.

» More London-weighting stnkes
55,000 council workers organised by
Unison struck across the capieal on
Thursday 16th October, together wich
thousands of posties in pursur of
£4,000 London weighting. They
currently receive beoween £1,500 and
£2,800. GMB and TGWU members
had officially agreed to the employers'
previous offer — which they withdrew in
response to the stnkes. All the unions
condemned this spireful action.

Geoff Marrin, Unison's London
region convenor said that the union
may link up with tube workers who are
also considering strike action {see
below). Suppore amongst Unison
members for the strike was also up —
with 80% in favour as opposed to 701%
in May last year.

Councils seem to have no problem
paying coppers L6, (M a year
weighting, so they should cough up o
pay workers who actually do somerhing
nseful!

Stnke-Ballots

® Threat of strke ar Blinderaft factory
in Edinburgh about the delayed
intreduction of a *more profitable’
production scheme.

» ‘£5/hour-Fair Deal” (sic} - campaign
for cleaners in Birkenhead. The
cleaning staff, who work for Mire
Managed Services, currently receive
£4.50 an hour and are now demanding
£3 an hour.

# Strike-Ballot of financial workers at
Diirece Line are to be balloted on

lace stra

Diireer action

Diirect actions ar work mean strkes, go-
slows, working-to-rule, occupations and
beveotrs. We are opposed to *parmership”
with bosses. Workers can only wan serious
concessions when industrial action s used
or when bosses fear it mught be.

Solidarity

Solidarity with other workers is the key
to victory. Workers should support cach
other's disputes, despire the anti-trade
union laws. We need o approach other
waorkers directly for their support. 'Don't
cross picket lines!'

Control of funds
Smike funds need to be controlled by
waorkers themselves, Officials wall refuse
to fund unlawful solidaricy acoon, Union
bureaucrats use offickal backing and strike
pay to turn action on and off ke a tap.
Unions use their policical funds on
sponsoring Parliamentary candidates.
Backing the Labour Party is not in the
interests of workers, We should also not
fall into the erap of backing the so-called

Dm'.;ntng tools: plekets cheering workers walking out of the AMEC shipyard on Tyneside

strikes. Finance umon Unifi sard more

than 150 jobs were at risk in Croydon,
Surrey, and Pudsey, near Leeds, under

restructuring plans.

# Three hundred Statf ac Froit of the
Loom in Buncrana have told bosses
that they are to go on strike for fiesc
tme in the company's fifteen year
history in Droncgal, beginning on

Wednesday 22nd Ocrober.

‘socialist” candidates. The Parkamentary
system is about warking class people grang
up power and control, not cxercising it

Social change

The interests of the working class lie in
the destruction of capitalist socicty. The
whole of the wealth of society 1s
produced by the workers. However a
portion of this s converted into profits
for the sharcholders and business
people who own the means of produc-
tion. When workers make wage demands
they are simply trying to win a bigger
share of what 15 rightfully their own.

Cur aim

Our ulomare am is a self-managed, state-
less socicty based on the principle of from
cach according ro their ability, to cach
according 1o their needs. It is a sociery
where we are no longer just to be used
as a means to an cnd by bosses wanting
to make more moncy from our labour.
Writien by the Solidarity Federation, part of the
Intermational Workers' Assaciation,

See www.solfed.org uk

# Union drivers on the London
Underground’s Hammersmith & Ciry
Line are considering a strike, which
could disrupt cravel for L&, 000
commuters, over the dismissal of a
unon :ll:[]\'iSI.

# Tube workers may strike over a pay
dispute, a move that could disrupt the
journcys of more than three mallion

Londoners. The RMT plans ro ask

In Brief

Victory to the Bintifada!

In Ireland resistance continues againse
the newly-introduced *green’ bin tax,
forcing all houscholds in certain countees
to pay up to hundreds of pounds per
vear to have their waste removed.

The “environmental' veil is very thin —
as the tax is a blatant actempt to make
the bin scrvice an attractive prospect for
corporations when it is privatised.

MNon-pavment of the new tax is very
high, and more direct action began when
residents began blockading rubbush
collection vehicles in estates and depots
— sometimes for days at a time. Mass
meetings of communitics, demonstrations
and a Reclaim the Steects? party also
occurred.

The State has responded in the only
way it can — with force, jailing rwelve
people, but the resistance to this new
tax on workers and the poor continues.

The Cardiff Anarchist Network with
others prckered the Cardiff Insh Consulate
in solidarity with the struggle.

For lors more up-to-date information
on the fight agamst the bin tax see the

members to consider a strike over the
refusal by the companics responsible for
Tube maintenance to backdate a pay nse.

# Tram cleancrs emploved by the Carlisle
Group are being balloted by RMT in
response to a pay offer of just 2%,

Visit the Anarchist Waorkiers Network at
WAW.AWN.0TE. LK
Also see editeral on page 7

Waorkers' Soldarity Movement website
at htepafistruggle ws'wsm/bins. heml

Mo to Uniformity!

Plans ro intreduce school uniform meo
the Trmicy School in Royal Leamington
Spa were met by a mass walkout on 7th
Oerober organised by pupils.

Hundreds of kids held a demonseranion
instead of going to class, and not for
the firse time either. In 2001 similar plans
by the school governors were beaten
back by direce action.

Stedents and many parents believe that
a uniform would contradict the school’s
suppased belicf in individualicy.

Big Issue Banned in Liverpool
Half of Liverpoal's Big lssuc sclicrs have
been arrested, allegedly for deug dealing,
and the sale of the paper banned.
Comncidentally most sellers of the
magazine sold it i the arca policed by
the new private cops covered in the last
issue of Freedom (11th Ocrober|, where
the council wished 0 “remove the ritf-

raff clement ..."
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International

Anarchism in Greece

The poster at the airport says there's a bit of Greece for everyone,

and the same applies to the Greek anarchist movement

narchism in Greece is a
recent phenomenon, only
appearng as such in the
last twenty to cthirty vears.
The relevance it's gained
this short time is the most
surprising thing of all,
considering how solid the movement
has become.

For years the Greek polinical scene
was monopolised by the Communist
Party {KKE}, ruthlessly Stalinise in its
methods. It was the KKE, for example,
which repressed non-communist,
including anarchist, partisans during
the German occupation. But it was also
the KKE which lost the civil war which
followed liberanon and which failed o
arganise proper resistance to the
military junta thae ruled unnl 1974,

Because they'd been so successtul in
gerting nd of anyone to their left,
though not to their right, the Stalinises
became the focus for anyone repressed
by the milicary, whether they needed
help or wanred to organse the struggle
against the junta. They were all to be
biteerly disappointed. The generals, with
the open support of the Amencan govern-
ment, ruled the country through terror
and torture while KKE leaders refused
to stage any real opposition at all.

Because of this failure, and particularky
after the Polytechnical Insarute students”
revolt on 17th Movember 1973, many
began to turn to anarchism for 1t more
radical approach. The bureaucracy of
the KKE and its unwillingness to act was
slowly replaced by a movement based
on open, participative, assemblics as well
as on militancy and resistance. Unsurpres-
ingly this appealed to the youth and a
few years later, the new movement had
grown to number thousands.

This was even more true in the years
which followed the fall of the junm. Some

areas of Athens, partcolarly around
Exarhia Square, and many university
buldings became almost entircly free of
stare rule.

Alrhough these heady days soon gave
way o repression — this time at the
hands of new, democraric institutions —
the sceds were sown. The anarchist
movement has been a solid presence
ever since. This has been despite
increasing repression from the state,
opposition {again) from the communises
and other leftist parties, and smears
from the mamnstream media.

Today the anarchist movement sccms
to be in good health. Bur the imprine of
its carly days remains serong, hence the
emphasis on violent direct action and
confrontation. Fighting the dictarorship,
anarchists learnt only too well that
freedom tsn't a thing to ask for, bur
something to seize in the sreets and
defend against the state. Internationally,
this emphasis has won Greek anarchists
a reputation for being prone to rioting
and violence, but it can only really be
understood in light of its origins.

A large scenon of the Greek populanon,
even if they aren't polincally commirted,
stll support taking on the police. Many
non-anarchist Greeks also have little
sympathy for parliamentary politics.
For them, today’s democratic instirutions
are just the hews of the junta's own.
They can't easily forget the repressive
role of the police and judiciary during
those terrible years.

Together with the usual appeal, 1o
some, of violence in itself, their acrive
resistance makes anarchises respecred
by the population at large. They're seen
as the ones putting up real resistance to
institutions nobody has faich in. This is
why Greek anarchists can carry out
actions which would immediately
discredit anarchese growps anywhere

First APOC confere

etween 3rd and 5th October, around

140 Anarchist Peaple of Colour

convened in Detroit for the first
APOC conference. The event, the firse
such conference ever held in the USA,
was by far the most inspiring and moving
conference in my twelve years of anarchist
organising. Artenders came from all
walks of life — young, old, queer, women,
men. Maybe owenty of them identified
themselves as punkihardcore, a dynamic
that's grossly reversed in the general
amarchise movement, which of course
begs the question why.

There were people who came from
CWENTY OF MOore yoars ‘]f l’:’\'(.ll'l'[inl'l.‘ll'}'
seruggle as well as those who had never
heard the word ‘anarchism’ before. There
were even a few old Black Panthers.

There were workshops on a number of
topics, including resistance to the
prison-industrial complex, organising
against the US criminal justice system,
Palestine saldariry, afro-punk and
critical race theory.

Most attenders, while recognising a
movement's birth, at best felt seeptical
abour forming an organisation at this
conference. S0 a proposal was made for
an APOC Network, which turned into
a discussion around what we need o
do o creare a coherent movement in the
tuture. The questions posed were about
what we can do in our communitics
now, what we necd in terms of support
and nerworking with non-anarchists,
and where we go from here.

The workshop closed wich the

clse. In their case, it's seen as proof of
thewr commirment and seriousness, Buc
don'c try it at home!

In any case, notng and demonstrating
are only part of the anarchist programme
m the country, though an importanc
One. ‘%.L'[I\'JS(S flJW-‘l]'S Ilkt £are 1o sgay
close to other workers and the general
population. They're active in their
neighbourhoods and the universities,
sctting up campaigns, hosting meetings,
getting organised within the communiry,
promaoting groups and making
propaganda.

The fact that they're organised in
hundreds of affinity groups allows them
maximum flexibility when working on
various issues. It enables them to cover
almost cverything and be almost
everywhere.

When these groups get together they
can run campaigns, usually against
repression or on wider 1ssucs, like the
mvasion of Iraq, based on points they
all agree on — though wsually cach
group produces s own propaganda.
They can flood towns with posters,
graffitt and leafles overnight. IF we add
to this their ulera-militancy we can
casily understand why they've become a
force to reckon with.

While in many countrics the anarchists
are a bunch of guys and girls going to
the people, i Greece they're the most
conscious, organised, militant and (very)
angry scction of the general population.
There 1sn't the big gap between them
and the nen-polincal population that
vou find 1n Bricain.

This happens partrcularly on issues
such as the distrust of politicians and
parliament, dislike of cops and the
military, and others — such as their
pronounced ano-Amerncanism (the junta
only stayed in power so long because of
Amerscan support). But there are also

ce

formanion of ar lease five organising
groups, aimed at arranging regional
APOC conferences within the next year
These would lead o another National
APOC conterence, hopefully to be held
in New York in 2004,

The farst ever Anarchist People Of
Caolour conference was set up in a shorr
time but has definitely given birth ro a
new revelutienary anarchist struggle
that will bear fruic in due tfime. The encrgy
level, the inspiration, the support and
the buillding of solid relanionships within
our movement has taken hold and
without a doubt our struggle will build.
“le is our duty to win"._

Angel Gonzalez
Check out the Anarchist People of Colowr
website at www.illegatvoices. org/ apoc
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important disagreements with popular
prejudices, particularly regarding
religion and the role of women in
society. What will come out of this
close linkage between anarchises and
people remains to be seen, but s
currently our hest hope for a mass
movement like the one in Spain during
the 19305,

Of course not everything is going as
well as anarchists in Greece would like.
Though various groups coordinate their
effores and work together, they've been
unable to build up a higher fevel of
organisation. This is because they've
been unable to agree even a minimal
basis for it. They seem to see the two
levels, minimal and maximal, as
apposed to one another. The minimal
organisaton they've generally adopred
15 more out of pecessicy than desire, as
C:!I_'h group “'Ulki an sOmetmes
unconnected issues and is wnwilling to
compromise with others,

This means that any opportunities o
devisc a more general political straregy
have been lost and, though groups do
win victories over the state, they can't
break our from the circle of activism o
progress further in building an cffective
soctal alternative. In this atmosphere it
1sn't surpnising thar personal and
{small) political differences turn intoe
bag splits. In addin the lack of any
anarcho-syndicalist organisation
deprives the Greek anarchist movement
of a powerful tool in the workplace.
With such an important aspect of
everyday life lefr uncovered, the
movement has ro conrene itself with a
general crinicism of work and wages.

To some extent, these issues can be
tound in the whaole anarchise
movement, all round the world. I
might be unfair o focus on the Greek
cxample in particular. But Grock

activists play an increasingly important
role in the global anarchise scene, and
it's urgent that they consider these
1ssucs if they're to progress. If they

want to benefit from the identificarion
betwoen anarchist ideas and popular
artitudes which they're lucky encugh to
enjoy, they npeed o resolve this
problem.

Cereainly the commutment and the
militancy of comrades there should be
an example to us all, particularly in light
of the harsh repression they face daily.
Mo matter how much we hare the
sueveillance we're subjected ro, it's far
removed from the mdiscriminate arrests
and beatings that Greek anarchises endure.

But their environment is very different
to ours, and this includes the frame of
seecial ideas in which they work, There
isn't much we can do in this respect as
it's not i our hands o change political
perceptions amongst the Brirish working
class, at least not overnight.

Whar we can learn is that, for an
anarchist movement to thrive, it must
adape its politics ro reality. This doesn't
mean surrendering our ideas or making
concessions. But we will only have a
hope of success when we can oruly
describe our views as following through
people's natural perceptions and feelings.

The Greek anarchist movement 15
proaf that interesting things can happen
in a place without big traditions of
anarchist struggle. It's impossible to say
how things will develop in the country.
It could well be that, with the new impetus
given anarchist ideas by anti-globalisation,
the number of actoivists will increase.
This will probably lead to 2 more
confrontational period, i which Greek
comrades will need all our support and
solidarity. They've certainly got mine.

MAF
I've been asked by Greek friends to point out
that every opinicn they've offered me was their
own, and not at all intended to represent the
whole of the movement. Much of the time the
opinions | heard conflicted. I'm sure they
wouldn't agree with maost of the apinions I've
expressed in this article either, which are mine
and not theirs, but consider it said. Many
thanks to all of them.
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Green and Black Bulletin

Primitivism

The first of a regular series of anarcho-primitivist news and views

from the Wildfire Collective

cleome to the firse
Green and Black
Bullenin. Betore his
death, the late John
Moore had been
planning to produce a
regular page in
Freedom to discuss anarcho-primetivism
or ‘green’ anarchism. Unfortunately this
mspiring poet and critical thinker passed
away before the project could commence.
Now wc arc using the pages of
Freedom to produce a similar offering.
We've noidea of the exacr plans Moore
had for thes page and, rather than oy to
work in his shadow, we plan to explore
our own politics and dreams. However,
as a good moroduction o prminvism
and as a small tribute to him, we've
decided to publish an expurgated version
of his A Primativist Primer. We hope
this will help to lay the foundations for
what the Green and Black Bulletin is all

about and, hopefully, dispel some of the
usual nonsense that's theown at those
of us coming from this perspective.

We hope to bring a different perspective
to the pages of Freedom. We want o
break away from the class-blinkered
focus and consider where power oniginates
and how we can all live in more organic
and mspired ways. For primetivists
taking control of the factories (workers'
self-exploitation) 1s never going 1o be
encugh. We don't want workers' counails,
committees or any other form of media-
tion between curselves and freedom.

The Green and Black Bulletin aims o
be a place to discuss and debate these
wdeas and more. We're looking for
contributions, so please send us news of
acnons and tales of insurrectionary
madness. We also want essays from a
grecnd primutivistiinsurrectionary
perspective; fiction; poctry; armwork
and anything else you might want to
send. We want this page to be a place
to revel in acts both of rebellion and
oy, destruction and creation, desire and
despair, anger and love.

Conmmibunions to Wildfire oo Freedom
or fondonwildfire@wildmail.com

Anarcho-primitivism 15 a shorthand term
for a radical current thatr crniniques the
rotality of covilisation from an anarchist
perspective, and secks to initate a
comprehensive transformation of human
life. Strectly speaking, there 1s no such
thing as anarcho-primitivism or anarcho-
primitivists. Fredy Perlman, a major
volce in this current, once said, “The
only -ist name | respond to is “cellis
Individuals associated with this current
do not wish to be adherents of an
wlealogy, merely people who seck to
become free individuals in free
communities in harmony wich onc
another and with the biosphere, and
may therefore refuse to be limited by
the term “anarcho-primicivist” or any
other ideological fagging.

Why the term “anarcho-primitivist'?

In 1986, the circle around the Detron
paper Fifth Estate indicated that they
were engaged in developing a “critical
analysis of the rechnological structure
of western civilisation, combined wich a
reappraisal of the indigenous world and
the character of primitive and original
communitics. In this sense we are
pomicivists ... " The Fifth Estate group
sought to complement a critique of
civilisation as a project of contral with
a reappraisal of the primitive, which
they regarded as a source of renewal
and anti-authoritarian inspiration.

The aim s to develop a synthesis of
primal and contempaorary anarchy, a
synthesis of the ecologically-focussed,
non-statist, anti-autheritanan aspeces of
primitive lifeways with the most advanced
forms of anarchist analysis of power
relations. The aim 15 not to replicate or
return to the primitive, merely to sce
the primitive as a source of inspiration,
as exemplifving forms of anarchy.

For anarcho-primicivists, civilisation
1s the overarching context within which
the multiplicity of power relations
develop. Some basic power relations are
present in pramibve societies — and this
15 one reason why anarcho-primitivises
do not seek to replicare these socictics —
but it is in civilsation that power relations
become pervasive and entrenched in
practically all aspects of human life and
human reladions with the biospherc.
Civilisation — also referred ro as the
megamachine or Leviathan — becomes a
huge machine which gains its cwn
momentum and becomes beyond the
control of even its supposed rulers.
Powered by the routines of daily life
which are defined and managed by
internalised patterns of obedience, poople
become slaves to the machine, the
system of civilisation itself. Only wide-
spread refusal of this svstem and its
various forms of control, revalt against
power iself, can abolish civilisation,
and pose a radical alternarive. ldeologies
such as Marxism, classical anarchism
and feminism oppose aspects of cvilisa-
tion; only anarcho-primitivism opposes
crvilisarion, the context within which
the varous forms of oppression
proliferate and beeome pervasive — and,
indeed, possible. Anarcho-primitivism
incorporates clements from vanous
oppositional cureents — ecological
consciousness, anarchist anti-
authoritaranism, feminist critiques,
Situatiomist ideas, zero-work theories,
technological cnticism — but goes
beyond opposition to single forms of
power to refuse them all and pose a
radical alternative.

Anarcho-primitivism versus anarchism
From the perspective of anarcho-
primitivism, all other forms of
radicalism appear as reformist, whether
or not they regard themselves as

revolutionary. Marxism and classical
anarchism, for example, want to take
over civilisation, rework Its structures
to some degree, and remove its worst
abuses and oppressions. However, 99%
of life in civilisation remains unchanged
in their fature scenarios, precisely
becawse the aspects of dvilisation they
question arc minimal. Although both
want to abolish capitalism, and classical
anarchism would abolish the State too,
overall life parterns wouldn't change
too much. Although there might be
some changes i socloeconomic
relatons, such as worker contrel of
industry and neighbourhood councils in
place of the Stare, and even an ecologieal
focus, basic patterns would remaimn
unchanged. The Western model of
progress would mercly be amended and
would still acr as an ideal. Mass society
would essentially continue, with most
people working, living in antificial,
technologised environments, and subject
to forms of coercion and control.

The anarcho-primitivist future

The envisioned future 1s not ‘primicive’
in any stereotypical sense. As the Fifth
Esrare said in 1979: “Ler us anticipate
the critics who would accuse us of
wanting to go ‘back to the caves” or of
mere PoOSLURIng ON OUr part — i.e.,
enjoying the comforts of civilisatnon all
the while being its hardiest critics. We
arc not posing the Stone Age as a
madel for our Utopial,] nor are we
SUEEESINg 4 retoen to gathenng and
hunting as a means for our livelihood."
As a corrective to this common

MISCONCEPTION, IS IMPOrtant oo stress
that thac the future envisioned by
anarcho-primitivism is sui generis — it is
without precedent. Although primicive
cultures provide infimations of the
future, and thar future may well
mcorporate elements derived from
those culturcs, an anarcho-primacivist
world would likely be quite different
from previous forms of anarchy.

How might this future armver

There are no hard-and-fast rules here,
no blueprine. The glib answer — seen by
some as a cop-out — is thar forms of
struggle emerge in the course of msurgency.
This 15 true, but not necessarily veey
helpfull The fact 1s thar anarcho-
PrIMLLVISM 1§ N0t a power-seeking
wdeology. It docsn't seck o capture the
Srate, take over factories, win converts,
create polincal organisations, or order
people about. Instead, it wanes people
to become free individuals living in free
communities which are interdependent
with one another and wath the biosphere
they inhabir. It wants, then, a total
transformarion, a rransformation of
adentity, ways of Iife, ways of being,
and ways of communicating. So new
forms of action and being, forms
appropriate to and commensurate with
the anarcho-primicivist project, need 1o
be developed. This 1s an ongong process
and so there's no easy answer to the
question: What is to be done?

At present, many agree thar communi-
nes of resistance are an impaortant clement
m the anarcho-primitivist project. The
word ‘community’ is bandied abour

these days in all kinds of absurd ways
(e&., the business communiry), precisely
becawse most genuine communities
have been destroyed by Capital and the
State. Some think thar if traditional
communities, frequently sources of
resistance to power, have been destroyed,
then the creatton of communitics of
resistance — communitics formed by
individuals with resistance as their
comumon focus — are a way o recreate
bases for action. An old anarchist idea
is thar the new world must be creared
within the shell of the old. This means
that when cvilisation collapses — through
its own vohition, through our cfforts, or
a combination of the two — there will
be an alternarive waiting to take its
place. This 1s really necessary as, in the
absence of positive alternatives, the
social disruprion caused by collapse
could easily create the psychological
insecurity and social vacuum in which
fascism and other totalitarian dictator-
ships could flourish.

The kind of world envisaged by
anarcho-priminvism is ene unprecedented
in human expenience in terms of the
degree and rypes of freedom anticipated
... 80 there can't be any limits on the forms
of resistance and insurgency that might
develop. The kind of vast transforma-
rions envisaged will need all kinds of
innovative thought and activiry.

Thiz essay odginally appeared, in full, in Green
Anarchist.

To get a copy of the complete easay please
send a stamped, sel-addressed envelope to
Wildfire, c/o Freedom, 84b Whitechapet High
Street. London E1 TOX




Editorial

ver the last ren years, top
bosses have awarded
themselves pay increases
worth six fimes as much
as their workers have
achieved, according 1o
independent pay researchers
from Incomes Data Services (1D5). While
bosses' salaries have risen by 288% in
the last decade, the average worker's
pay packet has grown by just 45%,
barcly keeping pace with inflation.

But this isn't the end of the story. On
top of their ‘fat cat’ increases, bosses
have also scen sharp rises in the value
of share options, bonuses and incentive
schemes. ID5 also found no link between
executive pay and proficability. They
looked at companics where profies had
slumped and found that in three quarters
of them bosses” pay had acrually risen!

“Such findings go a long way towards
reinforcing the impression that in a
significant number of companics, pay is
not closely linked to corporate
performance” the [DS report said. An
anarchist who works in the ral industry
commented more bluntly. *Fat cat bosses
are getning farter”, he said. “This repore
shows the obscene difference in pay
between workers and bosses. Workers
need to get organised to get the fat cars
off our backs™

This is something tram drivers working
for Heathrow Express have been trying
to do. Almost half of them belong ro
Aslef but the company, which runs the
maost expensive rail service in Britain,
has been refusing to recognise the union.
Around 60% of Aslef members vored
for a series of one day strikes, the first
of which was held at the start of this
month. This was enough to persuade
management to talk to the union.

Elsewhere on the railways, drivers have
rumed down a 4% pay offer with strings
that was made by Garwick Express.
They're curvently being balloted an
industrial action, the results of which
are expecred next month. It isn't only
drivers who are fod up with poor pay
and conditions, Train cleaners, all
members of the BMT employed by the
private sector Carlisle Group, are now
voting on industrial action following a
patheeic 2% pay offer. RMT assistant
secretary Pat Sikorski descnibed the offer
as a “disgrace”. He went on to say
“Carlisle Group can afford decent pay
rates. They have contracts worth £110
million and they can afford to pay their
director's six figure sums".

We have our own issues with heghly
paid union burcaucrats like Sikorski, of
course, but on this occasion we can hardly
disagree with what he says. The most
pressing task of anarchists in this country
s still, we suggest, to find a way of linking
our seruggles with those of workers.

Quiz answers

1 leeloamd. The Swedish $AC, Norwegian NSF
and Danish Union for Syndicalist Propa-
ganda were all founder members, During
the late 19805 and carly 1990 the SAL
{Finmish Anarchist Federation) hriefly joined.

- “Unite Proletarian Brothers!” — a call for

[

umity between workers, regardless of their
union affiliation [CNT or UGT).

He was sacked for being a member of a

P'

trade union. Thousands of his colleagues
went on strike and he was reinstated. The
authorities then prepared to smash the

growing police union, provoking o strike
in 1914 in which they sacked the thousand

or s whi came out,

-

- Allegedly to protect the stones from ‘new
g prvellira® pmaple whe wers beurally
attacked by the police in 1985% Battle of
the Beanficld.

Commentary

Class warfare?

Apart from revealing that he has an ego
big cnough for two {“I was the only onc
whao said the SWP would destroy the
specialness ... of the peace movement.”
Beally?) Mensieur Dupont seems unable
to recognise the contradicrions of his
own position |‘Endiess circles’, 11th
Ocraber). According to him, the revolu-
tien won't be the product of the struggle
to defend ourselves from *present
conditions” but will *areive like an angel
from outside’, 4 pro-human communist
sponLancity.

He therefore also thinks thar the
anarchist miliew shouldn's corrupe itself
with the dist of the everyday by
‘pretending” to be made up of ‘ordinary
person’ but should simply act as a pure,
closed group, disrupting the lefrists and
waiting arcund as a ‘welcoming
committee’ for the revolution. But if the
milieu really is irrelevant to the revolu-
nion, why bother with the milicn ar all?
Why not simply sit back and wait for
that angel to come knocking on the
window?

Aside from suggesting that Monsieur
Dupont has been reading too much
Drerrida, all this reveals only that
spontancism and Leninism are two sides
of the same coin — the passive versus
active positions of the isolated middle
class militant. He has to contend thar,
in order to discuss anarchist ideas wich
the working class, we have to ‘prerend
1o be erdinary people’. This in itself
reveals the nature of the class contradic-
non within the anarchist movement!
milicu — some of us are working class,
rather than just pretending to be, and
we find the posturing of the difeteantes
bath alicnating and cmbarrassing.

The revelution docsn't ‘arrive like an
angel from outside’ (the fumure might
do, but only in the sense thar tomorrow
is always tomorrow). It a
resule of the struggle and sacrifice of
working class people against capital in
all its everyday manifestations, and
through the reabisation that the
appressions of the everyday can't be
overcome through plecemeal reform but
only by wholesale renunciation of the
master-slave relanions that capital imposes.

Some of us who are working class
mulicants and who live within working
class communities think that che
‘tumult and rupture’ Monsicur Dupont
clatms too want might bese be accelerared
by focussing on building a working class
anarchist movement — one that's alive
and active within our class, rather than
a sectarian milien thar celebrares its
distance from it The spontancism he
applavds is only ‘spentaneism’ from the
perspective of the meddle class spectator.

It's telling that Monsicur Dupont has
50 little faich in the anger and
disillusion within working class
communities that he believes the only
way anarchists could ger an andience
within them is by “pretence’ and by ‘not
speaking abour what's on our minds'.
Perhaps those of us who want an
anarchist movement thar focuses on the
working class and lives within the
working class wall only gec it by
accelerating the class conrradictions
within the “anarchist milien'?

We have o leave him and his ilk ro
the playground of his desires, recognising
thar his ‘milicu’, as his letter makes
clear, is content to look for angels on
the horizon. His being *ready for
revolution” means pretending that
arguing, with the SWP aboot which
pinhead the angel might land on s
‘anarchist activity’. Maybe the choice 15
class or milieu?

IVES A8 3

Paul Maguire

Liberal

It was a shame Freedom had nothing
betrer to offer the huge anti-war demo
in London than crude anti-Americanism
and tacit support for the Trots (‘Message
to Blaie: Troops Out', 27th September].
Withdrawal of troops now would create
more misery for lragis. Infrascructure
being buwilt wich the asd of the military
is incended to ger ar the oil, but
secondary result will be that local
people will have a clean water supply
and orher basic services. An immediarte
handover to local people counld take a
long rime to effect. We have to ask to
whar exrent would such work be
delayed and how many lives would be
lost in the process.

Alrhough anarchists are anti-milirarises,
we know of the chaos that follows when
the soldiers leave too soon. In Afghamstan,
political thugs, warlords and rit-for-tat
killings are seill rife. In Kosovo things
aren't much berter. Previously suppressed
cthnic conflicts irmpt once regime change
has been enforced.

Mot that the ‘liberators’ give a damn.
A cynic mighe say thar the longer the
coalitton forces stay in Irag, the more
hope there 1s that there will be no mare
colontal adventurism. Wishful thinking.
Most Americans learned nothing from
the Viernam war or %/11. Bur Freedom's
front page naiveré shows a paper
increasingly leaning to dogma over
logee. Consisrent with this trend was
the picture on page 2 of 2 man with a
catapult. How immature is this paper
going to become?

Confused

Brian Morris's over-compensating, response
ta my comments on the cult of long-
dead anarchists (‘Dichotomiess’, 13th
September} was peerless and passed
from pillars of the anarchist establish-
ment to newer anarchises I'd never
heard of. What was obvious was thar
the anarchist establishment (as represented
by Brian) and I inhabit different worlds
and use different languages.

But putting all thes aside, I'm attempring
o make a serious contribution to
anarchist debate. My beef with many
anarchists, and now with Brian, is that
they write, as | see it, anarcho-babble.
Their fecl-good platitudes take us
nowhere. My argument, doubtless a
worn one, is that the anarchist
establishment s holding back progress
i anarchist thinking by clinging so
rigidly ro established views and in not
being prepared to countenance
advances in the understanding of the
mdividual.

This may be arrogance on my part
but fortunazely thes doesn'e alter the
argument. To a grear extent the
conscrvantism of anarchists and people
in general stems from a mistrust of
science, At the rnisk of sounding over-
simplistic, I wish to make my point
with a single example {but there are
many more): there's no such thing as
‘the stare’. This is, at hest, a concepr.
Yet the term is used by anarchists as
though we know what the state is and
rthat arguments can be based on this
understanding.

Since it doesn't exist it can't be over-
thrown. It's a collecnon of individuals
and these behave as such. Some anarchises
might respond to this apparently teite
statement by saying that the state
operates as the collective belicf of the
ndividuals and that, by changing their
belict, one annihilates the staze.

Unfortunacely, this raises the sall
more difficult problem of whether

Martin Gllbert

there's any such thing as a collective
belicf. The simple answer 1s thar there
1sn't. The state 1s not held together by a
single atritude, belief or ideclogy.
Remove these from the equation and
what we're lefr wich is what people,
anarchists and others, loathe most of all
— OUT BEMes.

These, unlike the state, are real and
dictate the way we behave. People can't
stomach the idea that we're automarons
lacking effective free will. By having
little or no ability as a species o
control our destinies we must, then, be
doomed! On the contrary, it may be
our salvarion. ['m artempring to point
out how people in reality operate, and
this s ne mere mystical than descrebing
how a flush lavatory functions.
Flushing doesn't depend on concepts
but uses levers and warer pressure. The
concept of a lavatory as a mechanism
for disposing of shit has very little to do
with irs function.

Many anarchists may feel my
argument is all a load of shic. Buc the
reality 15 thar we're not living as
anarchists because it Isn't in most
peoples’ inrerest to do so. 1 remind vou
that many anarchists own property,
have stocks and shares and behave as
good capitalists because, as individuals,
this is in their intereses. Wich a betrer
understanding of how individuals are
put together and how they function,
there’s an increased chance for realising
anarchism. Anarchists aren't in
competition with a hypothetical stare;
we, as individuals of a species, arc in
competition with one another and only
by reducing chis evolurionary necessity
can anarchism ever come abour,

Peter Gibson

No nations

In the past few years a new tendency
has appeared, called ‘Nanonal
Anarchism’. Ies proponents claim that
‘rradirional anarchism’ made a senous
error in ignoring the needs of ethnic
and cultural communities, But this

Cril
anarchists, not of ‘rraditional”
anarchism as a whole. So why the need
for a specific *nadional’ anarchism?
Mational anarchists want the freedom
to form their own self-governing ethnic
communities. Fine. But there's nothing
in tradicional anarchism that opposcs
this desire, and since there's no
oppaosition, there's no need o combine
anarchism with nanonalism or ideas
taken from nationalist ideologues cither.

For Proudhon and Bakunin all self-
defined groups, ethnic, cultural or
whatever, have the nght ro live in
autonomous sclf-governing
communitics.

Liberrarian thinkers such as Johann
Huizinga, Leopeld Kohr and George
Orwell have also influenced anarchism.
Huzinga and Orwell (like Proudhon)
spoke of ‘patriotism’, contrasting it
with nationalism, which they saw as
authoritaran and implicitly imperialisc,
For them, patriotism meant love of
place and one's culture and, in the case
of Orwell, this love had a class basis as
well, rooted in working class sensibility.
Leopold Kohr sought to break up big
states, all of which are prison houses of
nations, as various coltures were
hammered into a centralised nation
state by bloody conguest.

The ‘Panarchist’ varety of anarchism
expounded by PD. de Puyd, and Max
Mettlaw in the mncteenth century and
John Zube today cven has a solution to
the problem of what to do when several
cultures or ethic groups claim the same
territory. Thew solution is to form

1sm 1s only truc of certain
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voluntary, non-teeritorial or sociological
governments. There would be a minimal
agrecment not fo engage N cocrcion
and people would join the society or
government of their cholce {or remain
independent indivaduals), It would be
analogous to joining a church or
fraternal association.

Words such as ‘naton’ and
‘nanonalism’ are problemarnic, True,
there's the Native American sense of
narion, which means tribe. Nanonal
Anarchises claim thar this is how they
use the word, Trouble is, their
definitron isn't the regular one and the
use of terms like “nation” and
‘nationalism’ might help perpetuate
statism, centralisation and imperialism -
the true legacy of nationalism. Then
there's the problem of the narionalist
thinkers that National Anarchists seem
to approve of. What does an ant-
Semitic, Nazi apologist like Francis
Parker Yocky have to do with
anarchism? Ditro fascises and
reactionartes like Julios Evola and
Oswald Spengler.

This leads one to question the
anarchist credentials of the Natonal
Anarchists. Can ‘rradimional’ anarchists
be blamed for suspecting thar they're
really closer Nazis? They claim not to
be racists, yer many of them are racial
separacists. This may not be the
aggressive racism of the Nazis or the
Klan, bur i's still an ohsession wich
ethnic identity. OF all the bases for
associarion, ‘race’ is the least
Important.

Far more important are culrure and
levels of educarion. No one cares about
‘race’ apart from the ideologues of
racial scparansm and losers who have
nothing going for them other than the
fact that they can shout, “I'm whire"”
{as though this makes them special).
Through their obsession, racial
scparatists can't help but keep a germ
of racism alive. Someone will always
think, if we shouldn't associare with
‘them’ perhaps we ought to go all the
way and climinate them. {Racial
separatism affects me personally, since
I'm pantly of Native Amencan ancestry
and several of my family members are
black}.

Fascism developed our of the Marxise
letr in Icaly. The working class wasn'c
behaving the way many radical Italian
Socialists wanted so they jetisoned
their cult of the proletariar and adopted
a cult of nationalism mseead. With
Mational Anarchism the process seems
to be in reverse. Many of its
theorenicians were once fascists whao
have since realised that party
dictatorship, statism and centralisation
arc wrong and dangerous. But what's to
stop some National Anarchists
returning o the fascist fold, particolarly
when they run into problems, as long
as they have this thing about racial
identity and nationalism

My suspicion and criticism of
Mational Anarchism ought not to be
dismissed as leftist sectananism. |
believe in working with other people
for common goals, regardless of
ideology (well, up to a point, but out-
and-our Nazis - no way.) Movements.
aren't built through exclusion, bur in
the manner of rrade unions and
cooperatives, through uniting as broad
a scction of the population as possible.
In order to confront sratism and
globalism we must unite everyone who
shares our oppositien, no matcer how
much we might disagree with their
prejudices or theories. This said, [ also
have rthe right to abject to such beliefs
being mixed up with anarchism.

Larry Gambone
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Exiled Aisha’s jazz, blues and scat really has something to say this
Black History Month

s part of this year's
celebration of Black
History Monch, held every
Ocrober, the City of
Liverpool commissioned
exiled Black African-
American singer Alsha to
perform i the Bluecoat Chambers.
Knowing both Aisha and her partner,
Bankole lrungu, through the political
work they do on behalf of black

American prisaners, | was invited along,

Whart | wimnessed was urterly stunning.
Ar ease with jarz, blues and scar, Aisha
gave out an incredible couple of hours
of riveting
polemic. Accompanying herself just on
rana, she laid on the rapr audicnce
a standard rarely seen in these ds
manufactured pap. It was no cxag
rion on my part when | later told her
that her gifts placed her comfortably
right up there berween black women
soul icons like Arctha Franklin and the
recently deceased Mina Simone.

If this was the 19605, Aisha wouold
have been deservedly sharing the same
stage as artists of that calibre, no mistake
about it. But sadly this is the age of the
conteived and the synrhetic, and there's

song linked to political

the

s of

much less oppormunity for an arcist
pal
was back then. More's the pery, not
lease because it's needed and this

BOOKS

The Angry Brigade: a history
of Britain's first urban
guerilla group

by Gordon Carr

Christie Books, £15

expressing hers ally than there

Gordon Care's excellent investigation,
The Angry Brngade: The Cause and the
Case, was first published in 1975 1t
remains the most complete and balanced

account of the Brigade's development,
activities and decline, This new, second
editton bencfies from the addition of
several new documents, including prefaces
by Stuart Christic and John Barker, and
a chronology of the peniod, the *Angry
Diecade’, which puts the nse of armed

zle around the world into context.
As well as an interesting postscrpt by
retired Special Branch Sergeant Roy
Cremer (the Metropolitan Police “anarchy
expert’ at the time) there’s also a reprint
of a less then favourable review of Tom
Vaguc's book on the subject, the only
widely available account of the Angry
Brigade since the first edinon of the
present book went out of print. Unless
those involved in the actvites of the
Angry Brigade publish their memoirs or
otherwise give their version of these
events, Carr's book will undeubredly

remain the most \'.'Illl.‘ll‘lf account.

He sraces the Angry Brigade's develop-
ment in the radical ideas of the 1%60s
and takes the reader through the influence
of the ideas of the *“New Left’, the
Sitnationist International, the Anci-
Viernam War movement and particularly
the 1968 events in France. Rather than

focu

£ solely on these international

woman surely has something o say.

She's no clone or snbsorute for people
gone before us either. Aisha is her own
guiding light, uniguely individual and
mesmeric in delivery, imitative of nobody,
writing much of her own material based
arcund the conremporary black expenence
in post %11 America. As hbertarian black
polirical acrivises, Aisha and Bankole
have been hounded into exile, bamshed
from freedom-loving Amerikkka (and
Canada!, stalked and shadowed by the
FBI wherever they go, to the point
where they find it almost impossible to
put down roots anyvwhere ar all.

Mo sooner do they tencatively ger

their feet under the table, as it were,
than the rug is pulled from under them
by the all-powerful American political
machine. The neo-fascists in the Bush
regime don't just wreak vengeance on
countries like lraq and Afghanistan:
they pursue anyone, man or woman,
who dares to challenge the contimuing
racism of America and s declared aim
of political and economic hegemony.
Aisha, a singer, and Bankole, a
community worker and activist, know
only too well thar this is reality. Ir's
exactly these experiences thar Aisha
transforms into song, on stage and on
disc. It's a music that's evelving nght

out of the now of black people’s and
dissidents’ lives. This reviewer only

movements Carr also illuserates the
mnfluence of homegrown struggles, notably
the one against the Industnal Relations
Bill, and the situation in Ireland.

Perhaps mast importantly he looks ar

the early lives of some of those accused
of being in the Angry Brigade, looking
at their political development at umiversity
and the influential “campaign against
assessment’ which culminated in their
ripping up cxam papers and dropping
out of college places to move to London.
Carr looks at how they became
involved in the squatting movement,
polinical pranks and organising wichin
claimants’ umions, and how this acovity
brought them together with others who
were dissarisfied with accepred ‘protest’
and whao wanted to move owards
resistance. Matters came particularly to
a head at a meeting of the International
Black Cross held ar Freedom Bookshop.
He charts the nse and demise of the New
Lefe, describing how marches became
training days for cops and how the hopes
af 1968 were lost as the stare and the
rraditional left clawed back control.
The idea of the Urban Guer gamed
popularity in this period, not only
through well-known Marase-Leninise
aroups such the Red Army Fraction
{the Baader-Mceinhof gang}, the Red
Brigades, che Palestinian PELP and, of
course, their ready made martyr-hero
Che Guevara; but also with
groups which were often involved in

ertanan

anti-Franco actions, notably the
international 1st May group. Afrer half-
bricks and barricades had failed, the
development was towards bullees and

understands music and performance in
terms of meaning, expression, passion
and commitment. Aisha has these
qualitics by the sackload. Go see her if
you can. You won't be disappointed. If

bombs. Care ably illuserates this process.
He doesa't use the acoons of the Angry
Brigade as propaganda for or against
armed struggle, which allows the subject
to be covered in a full and objective
his works 1o his advantage
and gives the reader a much greater
insight into the group's ideas and actions.
The abjectiviry is clear in the obviously
arch, both in radical

manner.

wide-ranging rese
‘angry’ arcles and amengst the forces
of the stare. It exists to the extent that,

sion, Carre has o

1 rwo

O GCcd

opposing stories about the same event.
The interrogation of James Greenfield

15 an excellent example. F

st the police
version of the {alleged} confession is
detatled, then Greenfield's own version
of police ‘mterrogation’ techniques. Carr
reports that *one policeman called him
a “fucking long haired shit cunt’ and
threarened to *botele’ his prerty face
through the back of his head."

On balance, Carr continues, “whatever
the truth was abour events at Albany

1]

Street that evening, the various versions
are as irreconcilable as the lifestyles of
the people who gave them." As we
giving a sense of objectivity, the presenta-
tion of varions viewpoints helps to
illustrate the complete separation
between the ideas and lifestyles of the

as

opposing sides in this little confrontation
between libertarians and che stare.
Alchough the short-lived activinies of
the Angry Brigade arc
book docsn't sce the bombs and bullets

mteresting, this

as the most imporrant aspect of the
group. Instead, o his benefir, Carr spends
an cqual amount of tume covering the

vou can fix up a gig or rwo, so much
the berter.

Frankie Dee
Aizha and Bankale lrungu have a website. Visit
www_geacities.com,/exiledone2002.

background to thewr development, their
acrivities, thew final caprure and the

conspiracy trial(sl. First came the trial
of Purdic and Prescott, then followed
the more dramaric trial of the “Sroke
Newingron §°.

It was chis latter which provided the
political show trial of the Angry
Brigade, bur one which went badly
wrong for the authorites. Through
being able to select an all working class
wm the

jury and being able

» e
police in person and in depeh, the
accused managed o tumm the conspiracy
on its head, presenong it mstead as a
conspiracy to frame them for Angry
Brigade activiry.
The greare

victory probably lay in

ot the jury, twe
of whom [according to Carr) showed a
solidanry and

great sense of cla
sympathy, deciding from the outser nor
to convict any of the defendants, When
they couldn't convince other jurors to
dismiss every charge, they managed ro
argue a plea for leniency. The failure ro
convict all those in the dock and the
ability of the defendants to cross

examine investigating police effecrively
left a bad taste in the mouths of Special
Eranch hosses.

s book 1s head and shoulders
ahove any other work on the Angry

Brigade. The inclusion of writings by
wo of the Stoke Newington 8 lends it
an added insighe. Of spocial interest arc
their views on particular actions, scen wich
hindsight, which | won'e spoil for you.
The Angry Brigade were a fascinaring
group. Their ability to take up armed

An in-depth overview of their political situation
appears at www.catalystmedia.ong.uk

Two books about black exile, as well as Aisha's
seweral COs, are available by email from
bankeleirungu@hotmail com

struggle without turning inte Bolshevik
psychoparths in some wannabe revolue-
tienary vanguard was impornant, though
the extent to which they had a posttive

effect upon working class struggles at
the nme remains questonable.

Mot only is this book an interesting
account of a fascinating period, there's
alse much that can be (and has been)

learnt. As a contact of Carr said ar the

tume of the Angry Brigade trial, “the
significance of what they've done won't
become clear for some years. I think in,
say, three or four years ime, even longer,
people will celate to whart they've done
now, and will think about it, and think
it's important.” The Brigade may be
gone bur the anger still remains.

Sam Bedlamy
Available from Freedom for £15 (add £1.50
postage in the UK. £3 elsewhere)
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Grey Power!

Retirement and pensions are not things
younger people tend to think about
much, bur with an ageing population
and an increasing wealth divide what
life will be like after we have been given
the carnage clock and our final pay
cheque is something that effects us all.
There was a time when working-class
people were expected to work unil,
quite literally, we could work no more
and then our families were expected o
take care of us. Then with the creation
of the welfare state and a national stare
pension linked to average earnings we
were supposed to be given the dignity
and independence we deserved after a
lifetime of toil. It was Maggie Tharcher
who decided to change the way pensions
worked and today the state pension is tied
o average prices instead of average
carnmgs the effect this has had on the
lives of penstoners has been a creeping
one but it is clear that roday's pensioners
are finding that their disposable income
15 dechining and for them bife 1s getting
worse. As if this loss of income in relaton
o the working public isn't encugh the
above inflanon rises in Council Tax
year on year is also making it increasing
difficult for pensioners to make ends
meer. Since the introduction of the Tax
some en years agoe as a replacement for
the much-hated Poll Tax it has riscn in
cost by 80%, the rise in pensions is
nearer 40%. As such, working-class
pensioners are being forced into greater
poOverty.

{ine weapon working-class people
have always had ar our disposal to gain
better living standards from the bosses
and those in power is the threat of or
the actual wichdrawal of our labour
Working people are used by the bosses
o creare their profis, withouwt us
working for them there are no profis
and their power diminishes. It has been
our best weapon in effeceing small
changes, and it is a good one bur it is
not available to people our of work or
Iiwing on pensions. Even deprived of
this tacric pensioners are not taking this
Iving down. Murmurs of discontent
have been heard in the pubs and clubs
up and down the co
a nascent movement is slowly beginning
to take shape. Local groups have been
sctup from the Isle of Wight to Cumbria
but their focus has boen on convincing
the government by logical argument or
compassion or by collectiing petitions.
This approach simply will not work.
Gn\.‘t—rnmcnrs arc not ctJmszsmlut:
animals. There have been demonstrations
both by individuals and en masse but
while being good as ways of highlighting
a probiem the government has shown
rime and time agam they do not listen
o mass demonstratens either, Pensioners
could learn a lot from the experience of
the battle against the Poll Tax they
already have groups set up but what is
needed is a campaign of non-payment,
on direct action, on confrontation and
support for cach other The big advancage
pensioners have is numbers, our

niry for years and
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population is ageing; pensioners are a
growing group in socicty and they can
use this for their own benefie.

The problems of pensioners are
increasing, life is getting harder and
harder and Government secms not o
care. If we want to ger them to change
we have to take our anger out on the
streets and make life difficult for them.
We can occupy the places where they
make the deci
without any input from os. We can
refuse to pay their taxes on us, clog up
their punishment system. We can block
their roads, disrupt the cconomy, cost
them some money then maybe, just
maybe, they'll isten. The Poll Tax shows
we can beat them, if we work together
and cause them problems. We can make
them change their minds but in the end,
looking at the bigger picture, if we
didn’t have these people in power
making decisions about us in the first
place, if we made our decisions abour
how life should be collectively then
these problems weuldn't occur and we
could look torward to a life after work
of happiness and not poverty. It's time
for the pensioners 1o revelt.

s that effect our lives

Ferdi

Pension Conflices

+ Ballor on stnke action ar Rolls Royce
Engincening over 20% pension scheme
cuts for 58,000 people.

» Abour 34 meter readers in Yorkshire
and the east Midlands lost the right 1o
remain in their final salary pension
scheme ateer being transferred from
MeterPlus from AccuRead. The
workers would be forced to delay ther
retirement by several years, but are now
threatening mdostrial action.

* Former steclworkers on the Isle of
Sheppey who are secking compensation
tor the collapse of their pension
schemes are taking their fighe to the
European Court of Human Righes.

* A hundred penstoners took to the
streets n protest when the Government's
controversial Penstons Credit scheme
was introduced yesterday, clasming it
should be replaced by an increase in the
basic pensien.

Profit cheats

Torfaen Council and Job Centre Plus
have teamed up and launched a
campaign against ‘fraud’. By grassing-
up fellow members of our class we can
help them *Bear The Chears'. An
emergeney ‘Hotline' 1s provided on
glossy posters together with idiotic
fluffy roys with a phone number tag
attached! (Presumably this is aumed at
children who noe doubt will be honoured
to scrve the State by telling on chewr
‘criminal” parents or on a grandad who
sells an odd bag of runner beans down
the Workingmen's (sic) Club?) That
such a spying campaign was used by
the Hitler Youth under the Nazi regime
shows how low Torfaen Councail and
JCP have stooped!

By sncakily making a phone call we

IS51Ees

Postcode ...

= prime Minister, you told
lies about Iragi stocks of weapons.

Leader of the Loyal Opposition,
k_g,rou‘ue been fiddling expenses.

Archbishop, your church
\‘isobsessed with sex.

'ﬂmt’saﬁeE)E

DYS———— |
- b

can sink to the level of a quishing against
our class! If Torfacn Council and JCP
actually put their rather warped brain
cells together chey would realise that
for many people in Torfaen existing on
or below the poverty line s a way of
“life"! The “choice’ is to try and exist on
the pittance of unemployment benefit
or a crap Stare pension or you can ‘work
far your dole’ in a low paid job! Therefore
It commes 45 o surprise that some people
chisose to ‘cheat’ the system to make ends
meer by for example doing the odd job
on the sudel

By supplementing their meagre benefirs
they can actually ey to enjoy life withour
relying on the misery of debr through
plastic or loan sharks! This is not
beeause such ‘chears’ are evil criminals
that they defraud the system bur
because of need.

S0 why docsn't Torfaen Councal and
JCP actually target the real cheats and
fraudsters who create unemployment
and mass poverty? They conveniently
ignore the fact that the capitalist system
18 based on the daily exploitation or
working class people by the ruling boss-
class elite who own the means of
production, distribution, and wealth!

When profies fall workers arc sacked.
Capitalists survive at the expense of
land off workers. Unemployment also
helps to keep wages low and profits
high! It is unemployed people who arc
the vicrims of a system based on greed
of a few over the needs of all. Thart
Torfaen Council and JCF choose to
attack a poor section of our commumity
is perverse and reflects an authoritarian
sado-masochism based on wilful intent
and thuggery!

If we as a class wish to “beat the chears”
that rip us off on a daily basis through
the capitalist system of wage-slavery we
should take collective action to get rid
of this parasitical class once and for all!

See www.afed orguk
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A sideways look

Those crazy Amerncans! First we had

the spectacle of Bush junior winning in
his brother's state after black Americans
were systematically disenfranchised and
the vote was rigged. Then, Democrats
from Texas streamed over state fines to
stymie @ vote that would have redrawn
elecroral boundaries in favour of the
Republicans. And this is the country that
lectures the rest of the world on democracy!

And the latese mockery s thar the mose
populous state, the fifth largest economy
in the world (as we keep on being
reminded|, has clected as Governor a
rightwing actor with a fondness for
groping women, a past that incluedes
praising Hitler and possessed of an
inrellect even smaller than thar of
George W Bush himself,

Of course Arnic has had to learn his
lincs, but if you ever sit though any of
s films they're usually delivered in
soundbites any way. He's been a gift to
the media, with some praising him as
the very antithesis of the aptly-named
Gray Davis, a career politician wich the
charisma of a root vegetable and whose
recall {launched by the state’s clectorate)
sparked the Governorship race.

Many have concentrated on the dodgy
clements of Arnie's past while a few,
mainly the ones outside California [
suspect, have concentrated on what he's
actually said he'll do,
while boosting the economy and main-
tatning expenditure. One such essential
matter 1s the prison-building programme,
of course, currently in full swing for all
those lifers who steal pizza shces or §12
worth of videos. Curting this is unhikely
to be high on the Governor's agenda.

But in the midse of all the hila
abour Schwarrenegger, a lot of media
coverage has given the impression that
recall isn't a good idea. | mean, look who
you might end up with, Well, [ think the
recall systemn in California stinks — a sumple
majority on recall, then whoever gets the
most votes out of the candidares wins.
Hardly democratic, but nor surprising.

Nor do | parricularly care who's
Governor of California {or president of
Britain for that matter). Bur the process
of recall, of holding someone account-
able in however imperfect a manner, is
important and interesting. One slogan
doing the rounds in the United States at
the moment s, *if it's good enough for
Dravis it's good encugh for Bush.™

Of the seven main demands made by
the furst mass working class movement
in Britain, the Chartists, the only one
thar stayed unfulfilled was the one for
annual parliaments. With communecations
the way they were in the mid-nineteenth
century, this was effectively a call far
accountability.

Obwviously, it didn't go far enough,
because accountabilicy shouldn't be a
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reactive thing thar only responds
particularly bad politicians. It should be
proactive, and people who cureently
represent should be delegated. When
politicians talk of a mandare, they're
claiming the clectorate has given them
carte blanche for any of their wacky
schemes just because they were warned
in advance and just over one in four
people put an *x’ 1 a box next to their
particular party's name. When anarchists
talk of mandares, they talk abour a ser
of positions agreed by the constituents
that their delegates must adhere to. It's
a world of difference.

I don’t want to improve the electoral
system, but would definitely like 1o see
maore accountability. To borrow a term
from one of Schwarzencgger's own films,
the only answer to politicians is: Total
Recall.

Svartfrosk

Words we use

CLASS

We are the working class, we are the
people who have built everything
around us, who made all the buildings,
who made all the roads, whao drive the
busses, who connect the calls, who cure
the sick, who reach our children, whe
grow our food, and who make this
sociery work.

Ohur bosses, investors and landlords
(the capitalist class) produce nothing.
They become rich because we work for
less than the valuc of our labour. The
difference between the value of whar we
produce and what we're given in wages
they steal from us as ‘surplus value',

To maximise this surplus value our
bosses try and make vs work longer
hours for less money when we want o
work shorter hours for more. When we
try to do this by shirking, sabotage, or
collective acrion this is class war

Jim M. and Alex A.

The quiz

1. Which is the only Scandinavian country
never to have had an organisation
affiliated to the Internarional

Workers Association [TWA)
. As well as the more obvious CNT,
FAl and UGT, Spanmish workers
regularly pamted the imtals UHP
everywhere during the Revolution.
What does this stand for?
. On 3ikh August 1918, Police Constable
Tommy Thiel was sacked. Why? What
happened afterwards?
After a fifteen-year gap, people were
finally allowed free access to
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Stonchenge for the Summer Solstice
im 2000, Why had this been dented
in the first place?

Assswers on page 6



