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they have also broken down the SCOROMIS process itaclf.
odd system of land-tenure and of

triba! administrauon. The so-called

trics for masclactured goods. for the
300d and readily foresceable reason that
they now muanulacture them $or them-

requirc all our scli-discipline. seif-
sacrifice—and. ro doudt, scli-descpuon
—t0 lide us over to that economic
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we

“chiefs” are appointed by the
governmeant and have nothing 1o 30
with the originul tribal orgamisadon,
They and the government are
loxed upon as breakers up of the
old way of life.

The government has also refused
all offers from moderate opinion

security. stability or whatnot which is
just around the corper. within our grasp
if only we will righten our belts and
work hard. .
Now FreepoM has pointed ail this out
often enough. and has also pointed out
how often it has pointed it out. The
acomomic crisis itself, in short. is less
importan? thac the fact that it has oe-

In pussing. may remark that
neither Russia nor the salcllues, aor the
breakaway Tuo, all of whom operaic a
ralwaalised cconomy claimed 1o follow
the conccption of Kuri Marx. has sue-
ceeded in evading austerity and the
same exhortations to hard work and
rewards in the future with which we nave
besome so familiar. Nor has economic

sclves with machinery imporicd from
Englund 1o the thirtics.

But the matter does oot end therc.
Not being able to send munufactures to
the now industriiised agriculiural coun-
trics, Britain has 10 pay for agricuituri
imports with cash, aad in addwion, these
agricultural products have themclves
become scarcer and therciors more ex-

The insticie OF Furaign Atfairs wtir-
bules (hiy oepivency (o the very indus-
trizisation of Colonial arcas which we

have alrcady referrcd 10. In the lap
ffteen wean, Ausirale und New Zeaiznd
huve batn ncreased  hcir  indusisisi

cupacily by 70 per cent.. while agrncui-
turai oulput hss only increased by 16
and 25 per cent. respectively.  Souln
Alrica shows ihe same figure for im-

prosperity been achicved in such domin-
1008 as New Zecaiand and Aostralia.
where Labour has also wicided coa-
siderable power.

pensive 10 buy.

But it i not the intention of this
article 10 go over the ground ia detall
The facis given above are descrided wiih
% View 1O Dringing OUL cerlain parlicuiar
aspects. First, the present situation was
cicarly foresecable. and was indeed fore-
seen by many critics of capitalism many
years ago. If mere joumnalists could
accuraicly map out the fuiure of certain
economic trends. so presumatly could

come the mormal and accepied fact of
lite. h_q only have we for asarly a
....___-I a ocnxur) lived under the
ir .ch a.gnomy- for many
s fa Bas pilin 1o many

ﬂmers’ Boycott eI P 1o e
advxs«:rsandmxm Yet they seem
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Board's decision’ against their demand : A
for an all-round increase of 30/- a week. Simple people among Socialists sre

dustrial increase, bul no increase for
goid and wool. Indic's agricuitural oui-
put szems 1o have fallen, bul her in-
dustria! produclion has increased by 30
per ceal.

among Afncans 10 help o solvg

Markets and All Thar
Before the last war it used ofien to
be s2id thar Britain, for example, lLived
by exporting manufaciured goods aad

This process, the indusiral revolution,
occusted in Enlsin o century azo. Ik
convertcd us from a nation livicg off
nome foad preduction. o an exportin
€coa0my  imporling iwo-thirds of our
food from abroad. The same ithing s
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were 10 end,-lhere would be a dreadiul
fall in commodity prices. Unless we
1he welfare of ¢ l&c"EOrhng-clasA at heart. made plans in conjunction with Americy
and cvcry!hmg will be all right. to dea! wun the problems that must
Before 1945, it was often said that the arse when the fightng ended, there
first two Labour Governments didnt WoOuld be the greatest slump the capitalist
have a cha.ncc. for ‘the Tories sabotaged  System had ever known. )

ion. Of the 151 pits in South Wales,
; did pot work the volunwary over-
-s!nﬁ ast Saudzy -\mong tbem

Firsi. 3i hae socked cupitsi wad resources
awal from the lané and the mines—
that 13, from the chicf natential dollar
savers aGd camers.  Sccondly. 11 pas
not ony stimulated very heavy buving
of capital goods and services from the
doiler area:

in Lgf hands of good socialists- who have 11 is aaother lcﬁ-w‘:ng iliusion to SUp-
posc that no effort is made by ofiicial
econosmists 0 deal with these problems.
The Commocawealin Copfereace which
opened this week in Londoa bas to con-

'mc sh.l’! beuse Of lhc receni sider among other things the whole
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In & suceoding articic, we shall see that
the same provess afficts not merely the

Sterling Arca bul also the Russian bloc
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. plans being made (o find Lhcm civiliaas
- jobs? How bn; will it 2ke 10 convert
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over the past seven years 1s £238] mil-
lions. Qnly during one year (1950) has
it ever shown a positive balaace.
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ANARCHISM & THE

THE first thing we should say about

the objections to anarchism from the
“rcasonabic” point of view which we
raised in our last issuc is that people
arc justified in raising them, as a glance
at the world's anarchist press will show.
But just as we would not seriously dis-
cuss Conscrvatism by examining the
vicws of Sir Waldron Smithers or Social-
ism by a consideration of Mrs. Bessic
Braddock. so we cannot defend anar-
chism when it Is presented as a mere
inversion of political dogmatism, or as
a substitute for religious faith.

The most important of the criticisms
of anarchism is the one about human
nature. Anarchists, we are told, belicve
in “the natural goodness of man” in
“perfectability” and so on. In the words
of the Spanish novelist, R. J. Sender.
they “go on dreaming of a strange state
of society in which all men as as dis-
interested as St. Francis of Assisi, bold
as Spartacus, and able as Newton and
Hegel.”

Many anarchists like so many social-
ists, have based their approach upon this
view, consciously or unconsciously—and
how sour they are when they get dis-
illusioned! Some, like Dr. Joad, shed
their ‘“progressive™ ideology and re-
discover the idea of Original Sin, and
consequently, Christianity. Even Mr.
R. H. 8. Crossman has decided that:

“The materialist conception of pro-
gress was based on assumptions about
human behaviour which psychological
research has shown to have no basis in
reality, and on a theory of democratic
politics which has been confuted by the
facts of the last thirty vears. . . . Judging
by the facts, there is far more to be said
for the Christian doctrine of original
sin than for Rousseau’s fantasy of the
noble savage. or Marx’s vision of the
classless society.”*

DOES HUMAN NATURE EXIST?

What I think anarchism says is this:
Human nature is neither good nor bad,
it is capable of anyvihing. Certain forms
of social life and environment bring into
play those attribules of “human nature”
which make for pzaceful co-operation
and the development and fulfilment of
individual personalities. Other environ-
ments and social forms bring out just
the opposite characteristics and stunt
and inhibit the individual. The second
of these environments is that based on
authority, and the first is that based on
the absence of authority, that is to say,
on anarchy.

What justificalion have we for saying
this? Merely our own observation of
sociely and that of the people from
whom we have learned. and (if one re-
gards social psychology and anthropology
as scientific), the observations of social
scientsts.  “The earliest theorists of
anarchism, such as William Godwin and
Kropoikin, sirikingly anticipate the find-
ings of sociology in their estimate of
sociology in their estimate of human
behaviour and the means of modifying
conduct,” says Alex Comfort in his
book Authority and Delinquency in the
Mudern  Staie, and there are innumer-
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able studies by social scientists which
provide cvidence which tends to sup-

port the anarchist rather than the
authoritarian point of view. )
When we look at the anarchist atti-

tude 1o human naturc in this light, we
see that it is by no means the same
thing as the Rousseau doctrine of
natural goodness which Prof. Talmon,
Dr. Popper and Mr. Berlin justifiably

atiack.

LIBERTY AND ORDER

We quoted in a previous article the
reference in The Times Literary Sup-
plement 1o the discovery that “the
optimistic  belief of late eighteenth-
century philosophy, that liberty favours
order, was untrue.” This view that
liberty favours order is certainly an
anarchist view—"Liberty, the mother,
not the daughter of order” (Proudhon),
“Freedom is the highest form of order”
{Reclus). We know of no evidence to
show that this is untrue. Certainly
when Mr. Churchill says, “Set the people
free” he is thinking in terms of the
classical economic doctrine known as
laisser faire which means that the haves

should be free to exploit the have-nots, |

and this is a freedom not leading to
order since the have-nots have to create
disorder so as to enjoy the frecdom of
not being exploited. But the enemy of
order is the absence of freedom and as
Kropotkin said, the cure for the abuse
of freedom is more freedom.

MESSIANISM

The answer from our point of view (o
those objections to anarchism from the
point of view of the “open society”
which accuse anarchism of a hidden
authoritarianism and of “revolutionary
Messianism™, is given in a recent
editorial reply to a correspondent in this
paper: “We will use the analogy of the
gun in order to explain to him very
simply what we mean by the anarchist
social revolution. In present-day society,
a minority by pointing a gun at the
majority is in a position Lo coerce and
exploit that majority for its own benefit.
The aim of the anarchists is not to pos-
sess that gun but to destroy it. We do
not hope to win the struggle in order
to impose our desire for a new society
on a minority who desire the old. All
we want to do is to free ourseJves from
the physical and mental coercion and ‘ex-
ploitation of others. It is true that as
a result those who desire the existing
society will be deprived of the human
material on which their privilege and
power was built. By refusing to con-
iinue to be éxploited by them are we
coercing them?”

COMPROMISE & EXCLUSIVENESS

Finally let us consider the objection
based upon anarchist rejection of com-
promises, and the way in which “pre-
conceived perfectionist theory blinds the
anarchist to facts”.

‘“OPEN

let us look first al this political cx-
clusiveness as applied to a different ‘isp’
socialism, George  Barrett, a  very
penetrating anarchist propagandist wrole
during the first World War of——

. . . that great crowd who remain
loyal to their party, and consequently
regardless of the truth. If jt is neces-
sary 10 take an example we may always
find one near at hand, The Socialist
politicians are as good as any. For years
their energies have been expended in ad-
vocating Statc control and guardianship
n al.l things. To-day we have Old Age
Pensions, Insurance  Acts, and Mr.
Lloyd George's plans for ‘socialisation'.
as he terms it, i.e., Government control
of the munition works, and some pros-
pect of compulsory military service: but
though these things work towards the

uniycr_sal State, the average parly
Socialist quarrels with them all—and
why? They arc not perfect from his

point of view, it may be admitted; but
who can deny that they are steps in the
direction he has been advocating? Why
then does he not hail them with delight?
They lLave not been introduced by his
party

Who has not met a variety of this

TN FreeboM (Nov. 8th, 1952) Philip

Sansom discusses the reasons why it
is difficult to persuade workers to write.
1 know full well how qualified he is to
speak of the difficulties entailed and the
recurrence of the under-inscribed initials
in the columns of The Syndicalist is one
more mute testimony to the powers of
persuasion he brings to bear upon the
subject.

However, I would suggest the reason
“workers refuse to commit themselves
on paper” is not so much becanse of
the way such points are seized upon by
the State in prosecutions. In any case,
these attacks usually fall upon editors
rather than contributors and it is most
frequent that editors of revolutionary
newspapers have faced prosecutions on
charges relating to articles they had not
even seen before their appearance in
print, and occasionally even in relation
to articles they did not print. The
reason is rather more the difference be-
tween what is accepted heckling of a
speaker and that attaching to a writer.

The speaker faced with a hostile or
only indifferent audience can always
answer his heckler, and feel the satis-
faction entailed in finally silencing the
objection. The advantage is entirely
with him, because if the heckler wants
to persist in his objections he is finally
driven to making a speech himself
(which is usually the last thing he intends
to do). The old platform technique—
“Come up here for five minutes’—is
one way of doing the trick; but in any
case the impossibility of keeping up a

COMMENT

Speaking and Writing

SOCIETY?”

essentially political attitude among an-
archists, who have becn unwilling to give
credit 10 reformers who do not share
our point of view but who have accom-
plished steps in the direction we have
becn advocating? But the real question
to ask aboul compromise is whether it
it compromise in our direction. [ have
no doubt that Mr. Attlee’s government
was “better” than Mr. Churchill’s, or
that in the last war the Allies were
“better” than the Axis, but this is hardly
the point. Mr. Attlee and Mr. Churchill,
the Allies and the Axis, or lo-day the
{wo dominant powers in the Cold War,
have more in common with cach other
than they have with me. Let us by ajl
means travel on the same road as other
pcople, but not if they are travelling in
the opposite direction.
THE MIDDLE WAY

When we put it like this we can see
what is wrong with the view of the open
sociely as presented by Mr. William
Clark in his broadcast on The Middle
Way in Politics. He draws all the right
conclusions from the studies of Prof.

FREEDOM

Talmon and Dr. Popper, and rejects
idealism and perfectionism. but what
does he conclude? That we should

attempt by constant change and experi-
ment, a slow process of trial and crror
to make life happier and more worth-
while for the individual. But how? He
says in effect that, having a two-party
political system we should, presumably
according to taste, vote for the Con-
servatives so long as they arc not too
conservative or for the Labour Party
so long as they are not too socialist.
This assumes, of course, that the way to
make life “happier and more worth-
while” is through political action.
STATE & SOCIETY _
He is making the mistake which
Martin Buber points out js common to
most political thinkers from Plato to
Bertrand Russell.* This is the confusion
between society and the State, “the con-
fusion between the social principle and
the political principle even in our time,
one hundred years afier the rise of
scientific sociology. It has long been
recognised that all social structures have

Martin Buber: Society and the State (World
May, 1951).
B Continued on p- 4
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sustained barrage of objection soon
daunts the most persevering heckler, who
is at least beyond the “So’s your old
man” stage, It is impossible for him,
as a rule, to trip up the speaker on
minor passing errors of argument, for to
be able to do so he must think with
the same rapidity—in short, be as
capable a speaker himself.

How different with writing! The
carping criticism one gets for articles
from opponents or the lukewarm can
never be silenced in so easy a fashion,
and the article one dashed off on the
typewriter to catch the paper going to
press may soon be coldly dissected by
many who have no necessity to think
with the same rapidity or to measure
their wits with yours. The stray ex-
pression used daily at work seems differ-
ent in cold print. (Once having used
the expression “Thank Christ”, a letter
asks pointedly if the writer does, there-
fore, accept the divinity of Christ after
all—as if the upper classes accepted
the divinity of Jove when they swear
by him.) If you write regularly on one
subject which you happen to know
something about, you will find that an
occasional hostile reader regards you as
a fanatic on that subject; if you write
regularly on a subject which you con-
sider important, though not necessarily
having a specialised knowledge, you will
be denounced as a “self-styled expert™;
if you write about different subjects, you
will be a dilletante, and you can only
really escape criticism by not writing at
all!

) have read in some other journ
articles denouncing the anarchists
cause “they” preferred this novelist
that—basing it on a book review by
competent enough  writer in FREE
who might well be right, but I had §
not read either of the two novelists
question. Once, on the other hand,
indignant letter in another paper ¢
plained bitterly that in an article
FreepoM 1 had only “‘spoken for
self”, as if there was anything el
could do.

No, so far as the militant worke
concerned, I do not think it
natural reluctance to writing
altogether responsible. The reluct
to self-expression based on compul
sausage-machine education inhibits m
from writing or from speaking,
there is another reason for the particu
reluctance to writing too, namely that
never know how to squash the heckl
unless he is so rash as to commit hi
self to a letter to the editor of the sa
paper as that for which one has writte

However, I do not want to discourag
any aparchists who are determined to
spread their views by the written word.
but then, nothing could. 1 can onl
suggest they take heart at the undaunte
cxample of “Internationalist”, the bril=
liance of whose comments on foreign
affairs might well silence the most
captious critic who had not seen him
gazing across from the end of Southend
Pier under the impression that he was
studying the coast of France.

AM.

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION --20

During the last fifteen months of the struggle 1n
Spain the revolutionary and anti-fascist movements were
living a lie, With the control of economic life and of
the military struggle in the hands of Stalin’s agents sup-
ported by all the political enemies of the revolution,
and with the willing or unwilling connivance of many
who called themselves revolutionaries, there could be
no other outcome than a victory for Franco and his
allies. The miluary offensives Jaunched by the Negrin
government were either ghastly failures or costly adven-
tures 1n which the advances were quickly turned into
retreats.  Political and  not  military considerations
dominated all these offensives, so that even the advo-
taics of a single command, military organisation and
an aron discipline similar 1o that of the enemy, were 10
fe manerly disappomied with the results.

Meonihe betore the date. Franco felt confident enough
1o ateance the coming attack on Catalonia, According
1o Santdlan, tiw ©AL had submitted 16 the govern-
men a plan for Ue defeace of Barcelona, which con-
smed o the bullding of strong poinls within u radius
of diny kdemwiies fromn Bureelona und (o be manncd
by voluntemrs Al v wshed Tor wis (he necessary
autfionsaiion and 1he matetial for buldicy the foru-

ficastone, - ALl the st would he cwred out on a
voluntury  buged "7 The plan was ot acceplable  to
Negnn  The soversiient had its own plane. The imontis

pamses  Franco luuached bas aitack wt the end  wl
[yeszmber, 1938 I met with hardly any 1esistunce, and
i a matter of a month Catuloma was 1 hie liands,
Barcclona was entered without a shot l‘;)cing fired. Only
by secalhag buly 19, 1936, when the dll-arined workers
ol Barcelona put down 1 a malier ol hwours 4 care-
tully prepared munary puiseh;, and May. 1917, when
the government altack on the "#‘#ﬂ)unc Butlding wus
answiredd by the imuledm!&i “mobilisation”  of 1he
Defence Committees of the CN.T -F.AL <only by re
calling those mapired actions can one measure the extent
i e

of 1the demoralisution that e d a the Caralan
workers when in Ja Y, anco’s lw*ps marched
viclory of the lore

into Burcelona v
of counie /¢

German slave labour camps. And, with the victory of
*democracy” they became spectators at the final humilia-
tion: the recognition of Franco’s régime by the Govern-
ments of the “free world” connived at by the apathy of
the workers of the world, whose cause was so heroically
defended by the Spanish workers for nearly three years.

CONCLUSIONS

JE embarked on this brief study of the Spanish
Revolution with a feelnig of humility, and now
in attempting to draw our conclusions we dc not pro-
pose to assume the réle of the politico-military strategist
whose blue print would have ensured victory. Wc leave
this task o those who have such presumptions. That
we have expressed our indignation of those men who
in Spain usurped their functions as representatives in
order to become the dircctors of the destinies of their
fellow-beings is, we (rust, suflicient proof that in our
criticisms we do not intend to pul ourselves in a
pusition simitar 1o theirs! But what happened in Spain-
aml in particular the role played by those }th dccla.lrcd
that they were acting in the name of  anarchisny,
libertarian communisim and the social revolution, is off
prolound importance  internationatly o all who call
1hanselves anarchists and revolutionaries.

But we should first express our point of view that the
lessons of the Spanish experience have no bearing on
the validity of anarchism as a philosophy of life. Be-
cause we live in a world in which everythung is measured
by the yardstick of its practical possibilities, the
tendency s to c¢quale a philosaphy of Jife with, say, a
motor ¢ur.  The argument is roughly along these lines:
A motor car will function because mechanically and
scientificully we can prove that it will, 1 we cunnot
scientificully prove that anarchism will function then it
be discarded in Tavour of a system that works!
Justs und libertarians are seeking a fonm of socie'y
ch alt men and women will be free; free to live
nd of life in which they will find fulfilmens and

purpose. It does not imiply either uniformity
the guarantee of clerpul happiness.
n a scientific formula but on our
the kind of life that we
scicnce does for us is
cat majorily of

our fellow beings desire and need similar surroundings
of freedom in which to develop. If science, on the
other hand, indicated the contrary view, it would not
destroy the validiry of our aspirations. All it would
indicate is that the difficulties in the way of attaining
the anarchist society would be even greater than they
are at present. And this is not an insurmountable
obstacle, unless one believes in some kind of slavery
to the mind to scientific infallibility. After all, even
in the case of the motor car, thought preceded action
and science!

The importance, thercfore, that a critical study of the
Spanish Revolution has for anarchists, is not on the
objecrives of anarchism but on the means by which it
is hoped to achieve them. It raiscs also the ever-
recurring ' problem of the rdle of anarchists in situations,
albeil revolutionary, in whach it is clear that the solution
cannot be an anarchist onc.  Since the -former, the
means, is influenced by one’s concept of the latter, we
proposc o examine this problem with special reference
to the Spanish situation.

It is generally agreed among the Spanish anarchists
(ALY and Syndicalists (C.N.T.) that the situation
created by the militarists’ uprising and the workers’
reaction 1o it in the first days could not be successfully
resolved by the C.N.T.-F.A.LL and their sympathisers
without the collaboration of other elements. (For the
sake of interpreting as accurately as possible their point
of view, we must add that many militants declare that
they had undercstimated the extent of the uprising. and
because of this., much valuable time was lost.  Had the
initial successes been foltowed up. they argue, by organ~
ising armed columins immediately, Franco would not
have had time to reorganise his forces. and the uprising
would have been destroyed before the bulk of Franco's
war potential in Morocco could have been put into the
field). It is also the general opinien that had agree-
ment with the U.G.T. (the socialist controlled Trade
Union) been reached from the beginning it would have
been unnecessary to make any compromises to the
politicians.  Actually as we have seen there were many
difliculties, of a political nature. on both sides which
prevented (his union of the two organisations and In
the circumstances for the leadership of the CN.T. the
problem became one of choosing betwen the lesser and
greater evils: cither the victory over Franco through
a moderate. popular fronl government or a victory for
Franco with all that this might entail. There can be

B Continued on p. 3
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KOREA

YHE sjtuation in Kenya and the
American Presidential elections
have dominated the news for
several months to the exclusion—
in this country—of the Korean war.
Jn America. of course. the situation
-in Korea. or. rather the hopes of
American people about finishing the
war, were prominent in the cam-
paign speeches of both candidates.
In England, however, interest in the
war has waned. only to be revived
bv the current discussion at the
United Nations of the Indian reso-
Mition as a basis of further armistice
discussioris.

The main assumption of the
Indian resolution is that the deadlock
jover the repratriation of prisoners
f war is a real onc which must be
eared away before peace proposals
fEn begin. It is wise to be sceptical
out this assumption. History does
it support the idea that policy is
ictated by moral principles. and
FREEDOM has already several times
efore pointed out certain import-
Imt functions which the Korean war
Bifils for both sides.

Nevertheless. diplomacy acts on
b assumptions. and even if the
psoner-of-war question does not in
occupy the position of first im-
Briance accorded to it in propa-
discussion still has to be
Dceeded with.

_ Americans screened the
th Korean and Chinese prisoners
iv this year with a view to deter-
ing whether they wanted to re-
to their country when a high
portion expressed unwillingness
do so and said they feared
g=prisals or death, the question of
vhether they could justifiably be
zepatriated by force arose. The
United Natons has taken the view
that forced repatriation would be
morally indefensible. Such a stand-
point utlises to the full the propa-
ganda value of prisoners’ unwilling-
ness to return home, and it is of
course very damaging to the Com-
munist governments.

When, however. the Chinese and
North Koreans took a stand on this
poiat—as from a face-saving point
of view. they were bound to do—
there were mazny realists who saw
the disadvantages of such a stand.
Dicussion of this moral issue was
reporied in FREEDOM last summer.

Every man. whether a prisoner or
not. should have the right to go
where he likes and live where he
likes. (Neither the American nor
the British immigration authorities
accept this principle, be it re-
marked. in passing.) There is no
doubt of the essential morality of
the stund the United Nations bave
taken on repatriation—though. we
repeat. there must be considerable
reserve in accepting their motives at
their face valuc.

As to ending the war., resolutions
will not do this. 1f the war is useful
to both sides they will continue
if necessary finding new difficulties
when old ones are solved. This
seems to be the fate of the present
Indian resolution since Vyshinsky.
on behalf of Russia. has rejected it
ocutnight.
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The Communists, of course, also
claim that the American screening

TOR a long time now, Reynold's News.

the Sunday paper of the Co-
operative movement. has been pursuing
a policy of “popularisation™ This has
mecant in cffcct a continuous scrics of
scrials of the “Forcver Amber™ type. and,
rcgular articles on “Famous Crimes” or
the memoirs of some retired police chicf.
All of which has about as much con-
ncction with the Co-opcrative movement
and the brand of “‘socialism™ which it

professes  as  Churchill bhas with the
“frecedom™ hc profcsses.
But in its fight for circulation,

Reynold’'s News thought that its best
chance lay in compcting with the Tory
popular press on its own terms. With
the resuit that you could hardly tell
Reynold's from the Sunday Dispatch.

How many scrious readers of what
claims 10 be the only Socialist Sunday
ncwspaper were lost by this policy, it
it difficult to say. but a resolution at the
conference of the London Co-operative
Party Jast Sunday. attacking the paper's
present policy. was carricd by a large
majority.

The resolution cxpressed concern at
the amount of spacce devoted by
Reynold’s 1o reports and articles on crime

A\

and vice, and vrged that “more space
be devoted to Co-operative, political and
frade union issucs, and that a vigorous
Socialist and Co-operative policy: be pur-
sued along the lines advocated in the
cditorial columns®™,

In opposition to thc motion, it was
claimed that it Reymold's were to print
gnly items of Co-operative and Labour
interests. its circulation would soon be
only 70.000—the circulation of thc
Co-operative News.

But what, onec may ask. is the purposc
of forcing up your circulation if you do
it at the cxpense of the ideas vou want
to get across? No one rcading Reynold's
News last weck could have had a clear
idea of what it really stood for. That.
of course, applics equally to the whole
of the Co-operative and Labour move-
ments. who. in fighting for members.
have forgotten what they wanted the
mcmbership for in the first place. Now,
the Labour Party has to have its mem-
bers and Reynold's News has to have its
circulation mercly in order to Kkeep
going. Like capitalism itsclf they have
to continuc to expand, for to stand still
or. worse still. to decreasc in numbers
means a diminution of power and even-

Co-operators Bring ¢ Reynolds” Back In Line

Sa it must be numbcrs.
matter what

tual extinction.
numbers, pumbers at no
cost,

Perhaps Reynold's has pushed up I8
circulation, but who is reading & scnsa-
tional and ncar-pornographic tripe? “s
it better to have a readership of a mil-
lion frustrated ncurotics, seeking second-
band thrills from the adventures of a
Southern Belle of 1880, or 70.000 res-
ponsible individuals seriously concernced
with the real problems of the day? Of
which sex is certainly one. but which is
not used in a scricus manner jn this
“*Socialist™ Sunday paper.

We are reminded of when the Daily
Worker began its circulation drive—with
racing tips! And how many of its
readers to this day buy the paper of the
Communist Party only becausc jts tipster
can spot an occasional winner?

We congratulate the Londen Co-
operative Party on having passed its
resotution. We commiscrate with those
of its present readers who will miss their
ration of sensationalism. and look for-
ward with morc than a little interest to
the emergence of a ‘“‘vigorous Socialist
and Co-operative policy"—whatever that
may be.

HOPES

are best fitted for—work. And because
for respectable people the word “gang”
has unplcasant, if not criminal, con-
nections, it is obviously all wrong for
workers to operate in this way. The fact
that working in gangs is the only pos-
sible functional way of doing the work
of loading and wvnloading ships—and that
it is dangerous to work under-manned
at this kind of work, does not seem to
occur to the good lady.

Did I say dangerous? Well, on
Merseyside alone 2,000 workers are
given first aid attention every week, and
that does not include hospital cases and
fatal accidents. In London the figure is
proportionately higher. Now timber can
be very tricky stuff to handle. A stand
of timber has to be roped just right, or
when the crane lifts it, to swing it out
of the hold on to the wharf, it may tilt
and come sliding out of the sling—and
woe betide any dockers underneath.
Perhaps Miss Dowling’s imagination can-
not stretch so far as to imagine what it
is like to have half a ton of timber
clattering about her ears. But dockers
dont need imagination—it can be a
reality, with disastrous results.

The situation being what it is in the
docks, we can expect a lot of good
advice from all sorts of likely and un-
likely quarters. The real tragedy, in our
opinion, however, is that the dockers are
completely unprepared to put up any
sort of fight at all.

In London. as we stated last week. the
unofficial Portworkers’ Committee. which
grew up during the strikes of 1947-8-9,

& FEARS ™ Cotnocdtromp1

has fallen into the hands of the Stalinists.
Its paper. The Portworkerss News, is a
sort of jumior Daily Worker, efficiently
produced and very obviously financed
by the Party.

For some time, the Socretary of the
PWC has ben a member of the ILP.
although the best known and most in-
fluential members of the Committee
have been CP members, who co-opted
themselves on to the Committee at the
time of the Old Bailey trial last year.
The Secretary. several times over the
past year has attempted to call a com-
mittee meeting. but has been unable to
get a quorum. A fortnight ago, the
Stalinist members of the
called a mass public meeting at Canning
Town Public Hall—without consulting
the Secretary who only heard about it
through the genperal word-of-mouth ad-
vertising by which activities get known
in dockland! He was in the body of
the Hall, and heard the Committee of
which he was supposed to be Secretary
putting forward a policy which had

never been discussed!

The speakers were. of course, the Com-
munpist members of the Committee.—
(Although one well-known member was
absent. He is at present serving a four-
vear prison sentence for biting off the
ear of a fellow-worker with whom he
was having an argument or a bus')

The Communists are—now—coming
out with attacks on permanency. They
have for long kept silent on this issue
for the simple reason that. whenever
possible, their own members were taking

Committee -

permanent jobs themselves. It was the
only way they could make sure of keep-
ing their members at work in the decks.
Now, however, that feeling is rising
among the pool-men. so long un-
employed, against the “perms”, the CP
are seeing that it would be a more
popular line to attack permanency.

Here, then is the dockers’ weakness.
Their official leadership bas Jong since
ceased to represent them. Their un-
official Portworkers’ Committee has now
passed into the hands of another bunch
of renegades. Their economic position.
with so little work to do. is very weak
and they have no organisation through
which to strengthen it.

A bitter situation. And not one. to
be honest. for which there is any easy
solution. A long and patient struggle to
build up again an organisation throuch
which theyv can fight. lies ahead of
the port-workers. If thev learn from
their experiences with politically-minded
leadership. thev will turn to a form of
organisation which resolutely sets itself
against both politics and leadership.

The corruption of craft unionism and
the intrigues of the Communists leave
the dockers—as all workers—with only
one alternative—Syndicalism. Only with
an organisation based at the point of
production and owing allegiance to
nothing cutside of the workers them-
selves will really operate .in their in-
terests and bring in the final sclution
which will Iift them out of the power of
bosses and politicians alike—the solution
of Workers' Control.

)
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of prisoners was biased and its
results vnwrustworthy.  The new
Indian proposals concentrate on this
point and provide for a re-screening
by delegates from two Communist
and two non-Communist States and
4 neutra! umpire,

Such a “fair” proposal has been

| seized on by western propogandists
as "3 test of the Comununists’
sicerity” in their professed desire

o1 peace. It is almost certuin that
many prisoncrs are unwilling o re-

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution--20

0%~ Continued from p. 2
no doubt that their minds had been made up in the
first days of the struggle when the revolutionary action

of the workers. such as the expropriation and reorgan-
| isation of the essential public services under workers’
contrel was jn its early stages.
ensuring that the Reyolution should be as far-reaching '
as the workers were able fo lead it, their decision to
recognise the State and the authority of democratic
goverpment created confusion in the workers' ranks,
and inucad of destroying every bourgeois institution

On the other hand, the Governments of Barcelona
and Madrid (the latter it should be remembered, only
after aitempls at a compromise with Franco had failed)
also realised that they could not win the war against
Franco without the seépport of the C.N.T.-F.A.L. and in
As a result, far from: -

to fascism to maintain itself.
could have

“For it is 2 question of crushing fascism once and for all,
Yes, and in spite of government.

“No government in the world fights fascism to the death. When
1he bourgeoisie secs power slipping from its grasp. it has recourse
‘The liberal government of Spuin
rendered  the fascist elements powerless long

ago.

Even now | Fevolution.

a desperate cffort to stave off defeat were preparad to
make considerable concessions Lo
workers. which they would cbvicusly withdraw once
they felt that the immediate danger of Franco had
passed and the shattered apparatus of government was
again strorg enough to impose obedience.

the revolutionary

The questions that o reveolutionary organisaticn in
such a situalion must ask iisclf are: (1) how best can
the common cause (i.e.. the struggle against Franco)
be prosccuted: (2) what imcasures muwst be taken (0
extend and consolidate the secial revelution: and (3) to
prevent the gevernment
which it would cventually use te further the counter-

from building up is power

tarn to Communist régimes—the
Soviet bloc has always had (o
guard its exit doors. Hence, the
Communists will always denounce
2ny attempt to “co-operate”. Fur-
thermore, such a commission would
depend for its “neutrality” on the
umpire, and tremendous political
juggling would ecnsue over this
appointment. The practical nature
of the Indian proposals may there-
fore be doubted. As propaganda
they clearly serve the west.

The split between America and
Britain 1s almost certainly also a
mere propaganda move. The
British want to appear practical,
the Americans as defenders of
principle.

o

Let us reiterate our own attitude.
B I

through the crzation of revolutionary organisms, they
found thenscives occupying posts in thosc very institu-

tions which !l thesr cxperience had taught them should
be destroyed s 1he first step in any thorough-going

reveiution!  As onc observer rightly pointed out in
the garly months of the struggle, “An old rule about
revojutions was once more confirmed; a revolution must
ether be carried through to the end, or had beiter not
start a! all” (Burkenau: I'he Spanish Cockpit).

Having decided against an attempt to destroy the
bourgeoss State, single-handed if necessary. the C.NJT .-

F.A.)L accepted the lesser evil: that anything was prefer-»

able 10 Franco,* that cvery compromise should be made
in the name of unmity and for victory over Franco, justily-
ing this posttion on the grounds that dcfeat by Franco
meant also the defeat of the revolutionary gains made
by the workers.

40 A phrase used by Duiruti, the ansrchist guenils feader who
was killed 1 Madnd in Nosember, 1936: Nenunsiamos a fods

mcror a fu titoria (Let us gwe up everything except victon')
was extermively rod, 0 bus opiniore dishonemiy. used by the
indicetion that
cven the grent Durruts wes in favour of abandoning the revolu-!

collsharatonists jn the CNT.J.AL 88 an
tionary objectives of the pnarchists in fsvour of o victory nt
Al cosis over Franco.
sourcex the text of ap interview Durruti gave to a journalist,
Fierre Van Passen, ond  published in
Seprember, 1936,
indica

diveried from his

rincipies by coi

We heve nowhere scen in Spnuichl

the Toronto Ster in
In it Durruti clearly and vncompromisingly |
hat the réles of the ansrchise should be, refusing o
is_princi iderations 0t expedirnuy.

Jnstead it temporised and compromised and dallicd.
at this moment, there are men in this government who want to
po cusy with the rebels,  You can never tell, you know---he

Jaughed-~the present government might yet need these rebel-
Jious forces to crush the workers” anovement, . . .

*“AWe knows what we want, To us it means nothing thot there
m s Soviet Undon somewhere in the world, for the sxke of
whast pesce and  tranguillity  the workers »of CGesaany  amd
China were sncriliced to fagcist bacbarism by Stalin,  We want
M sevolution bete in Spain, rght pow, not maybe after the
pext dairopenn war, We are giving Hitder and susselmi far
mere wornty to-duy with our revolution than the whole Red

Army of Fassia, We are setting an cxasnple to the German and
Italien wothing-clasy how to deal with fascivm.

1 o not expect sny help for w libertarian revolution from
sy government in the wordd.  Maybe the conflicting interests
i the various imperiplisins might have somc influence in our
struggle.  Thar s quite possible.  Franeo is doing his best to
drag Furope into the copflict.  He will net hesnate to pitch
Germany ngamst vs,  But we cxpect ne help, not even from
our government ip the fast analyais.””

“You will be sitting on top of a pile of ruing {f you are
victorioua,”" smd  Van  Pnosen.

Durruti answered: “\We bave always hyved in stums apd holes
in the wall. We will know how to accommodate ourselves for
a time. Feor you must not furzct. we can nlto buidd. It is
we who built these palsces wnd otics heie in Speip end in
America and cverywhere.  We, the workers can huild others
to tzke their place.  And beuer ones.  We arc npot in the
feast afrpid of ruing.  Wc urc going to inherit the earth.  There
ia not the slightest doubt sbout tnat. The bourgeoisie might
Ilast end ruin jts own world before it leaves the stage of
history.  We carry a new world, here in our heasts.  Thnt world
1n growing thiz bure.”” (A8 quoted in Revolution and Counter
Revolution in Spacn by Felix Morcon. New York, 1938.)

-
_— g e

The CN.T-F.AL sought o answer these questions
by participation in the governments and in 2t the
governmental institutions, Their arguments can. we be-
lieve. be summarised as foilows: (1) that the ceniral
covernment would be the rallving point for ail the
“anti-fascist” sectors: that it could organise a popular
army with a unified command: that 1t controlied the
finances and was therefore in a position to buy arms
and raw materials needed for waging the struggle; () that
by having represemtativestof the C.N.T. in the govcrn-
ment it would be possible to legulise the revolutionary
gains and influence the other munisters in the direction
of further “revolutionary™ legistation: (3) that oniy by
being in the government could the interests of the
workers be safeguarded. and any autempts te undermine
‘the revolution prevented by the intervention of the
C.N.T. mimsters in that government.

Such a position is not one peculiar to Spanish syn-
dicalism or Spanish aparchism, nor is it even the result
of the cxceptional circumstances of the Spanish situation
in 1936. We can therefore examine this problem as

a general one facing all revolutionaries. and not
specifically the Spanish movement.
(To he continued) V.R.
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TH‘S kading  articte in last  woeek's
EFreEDON referring to the tension in
South Africa. rightly points out that a
Ssace war can have littde content of
sostal tprosenent” amd the writer goes
ao e say that if it cons to a showdown
in Sourh  Abrica the white population
would Do severely outnumbered but that
therr physical and  political  extinction
wondd not (oavessarity) constitute a revo
futten.  But rightly or  wrongly  our
sympathies  are  with  the  Africans
whose demonstrations against vears of
supprassion by the  white  population
spitemises  the  growing  resistance  of
wjourad pevrie tn other countries.

PASSIVE RESISTANCE
CAMPAILIGN IN SOUTH
AFRICA
N the subiect of Passve Resisrance
e Soss q7ricu, the London Anar-
shiw  Group had a  speaker from
Coniemporary  Issucs 3t one of our
[ Tuesday night meetings. He was of the
! opinten  firstiv, that since evidence re-
“ tened from South Africa pointed to the

fact that (he movement was uvrwanised
from above, 'ad by the Communists and
had po real backing from the “masses™,
i shouid therefore not be supported.
Sacondiv. that there were much more
jmportant  econmic issues to be faced
thar mere viciation of the many dis-
Sriminatory aws. which is the basis of
the passive resitance movement.  On
being - quesnoned  whether there  was
another leadership in South Africa sup-
portine the Africans in their econemic
strugeles (which takes the form of pro-
] testimg against cattle culling). the speaker

had to admu that the Unny Party in

Sewth Africa which he supports was in

the forefront, the diference being that

this particular struggle was an expression

of the rank and file.  Which left some of

ROUND THE

us  wondering, perhaps unkindly, but
justiiably  considering  the  speaker's
arguments. whether it was not just q
case of “sour grapes’™.

THE PROBLEMS IN KENYA

SIMILAR situation exists in Kenya,
bat as in South Africa the immediate
problem facing the Africans is not of
social revolution (although this would
undoubtedly be the answer) but how to
alteviate hunger. ill-health and lack of
housing 210w, Until these problems have
been dealt with we must expect hungry
and frustrated people (o react violeatly
against those who are targely responsible.
Feaner Brockway., in a briel sum-
mary of his ten-day visit to Kenya told
an audience at the All Nations Social
Club that the so-calted Mau Mau was
an “oraanisation of despair turned o
violence because of intolerable condi-
tions™,

The first grievance that needs ex-
amination is fand hunger. Thousands
of Afcricans are ftorced 10 leave the
Kikuvu reserve because the land has long
since been unable to support an in-
creasing population. There is no un-
occupied land in the native reserve. but
in the white highlands large areas of
land remained uncultivated while the
Africans are prevented from getting
access to them.,

Those Africans who cannot get a
living from tke soil are to be found in
the streets of Nairobi. over 10.000 of
them completely homeless. And those
who have been fortunate enough to get
some sort of home are living five, seven
and ten people in one room.

Wages are totally tnadequate. and the
report quoted by Brockway comes from

the Labour Department of the Kenya
Government. 17,000 Africans in public
service are living on less than £24 per
year, and over 28.000 in private industry
are receiving much less than that. Weigh
against this the facl that the medical
department has issucd a report stating
that to enable a single man to hive at
a reasonable level he needs 60/- per
month. and one can oaly wonder why
Africans have tolerated these conditions
so lone.

On the question of violence which has
given the Government the excuse that it
needed to cover up the real issues, it is
revealing to learn that the first acts of
violence commilted against Europeans
took place afrer the cmergency faws were

Special Appeal

November 1st to 21st :

London: M.S. |/-; Glasgow: A.McD.*
4/-; London: FEDX* 5/-; Anon* 2/6:
London: LG.W.* 5/-; Mitcham: F.H. &/6:
Denver: RB.™ [4/.: Luten: JA.L 3/-:
London: Anon* 5/6; Glasgow: T.O'M.*
10/-; Manchester: T.D. 2/-: Cambridge:
R.H.S. 4/6: Londen: W.E.C. 2/6; London:
F.B.K. 3/-: London: D.M. 10/-: London:
Anon*™ 4/-: Richmond: E. C-J. 3/-: Anon*
2/6: London: S.E. 1/6; Los Angeles: part
proceeds ramble Oct. {9, per Noi, £12/5/0.

Total 16 14 6
Previously acknowledged 468 1 |
1952 TOTAL TQ DATE £484 15 7

GIFTS OF BOOKS : Stroud: M.K.: London:
C.W

® Readers who have undertaken to send
regular monthly contributions.

MEETINGS

iniroduced, and until then the natives
who were atlacked were those who were
knowa to be “paid servants” of the
Kenya Government.

We have no quarrel with the course
of action outlined by Rrockway as a
means of beginning to creatc better
conditions for the Africans. These are.
the elimination of the colour bar, mini-
mum wages raised. the price of posho
reduced (by subsidy if necessary) and
cducation exfended. But we have real
doubts as to whether any Goverpment
Department is capable. or even desirous
of grappling with these problems. In
the long run they must be the work
of the Africans themselves.

We can at the same time understand
the fear of one Kikuyu who is worried
because a demand for the very means
of life should be turned into a party
political issue, We rather think that
if the needs of the Africans are left
to politicians. the political interest will
be served first. This is not intended to
be a reflection on Fenner Brockway who
as an individual has in the past shown
his sincerity when it comes to supporting
the suppressed peoples. But can he do
anything about the political machine?

BEVAN HOLDS THE STAGE

\‘XJE are unconvinced but certainly not

bored by the oratory from the
platform of the Prince’s Theatre (tem-
porarily vacated by Maurice Chevalier)
when the Editorial Board of Tribune
appealed to a packed and enthusiastic
audience for increased support for their
paper. After we got over the first
embarrassment at being addressed as
“Comrades”, we settled down for an
hour's entertainment.

Mallalieu

FREEDOM
We passed from the gentle socialist

to Michae! Foot. who left
politics alone and delighted us with an

attack on the press. and a rousing
speech in defence of freedom of the |
press. From Jenny Lee we passed to

the great man himself. He promised us :
public ownership (nationalisation), but
hinted that a lot of unpleasant things
would have to be said and strong things
have to be done, which sounded very
familiar to us. as did the promise of
sacrifices and hard work ¢ la comrade
Churchill. The anarchists present rocked
when in real political lingo Nye unblush-
ingly told us that. unlike McMillan who
had only built 230.000 houses, he (Bevan)
had built 274,000. Is it necessary to add
that neither of them have ever laid a
brick in their lives?

SOCIALISM or CAPITALISM
(or both) ?

HE crowning event of the week was
a debate between the Socialist Party
of Great Britain and George Schwartz
economic correspondent of the Sunday
Times, on *“Socialism or Capitalism"”.
We arrived a few minutes late by which
time the capitalist had commenced his
babblings® which were so incoherent
that it took some time before we realised

to which group he belonged. The other g F
speaker devoted all his time to attacking l
capitalism. a feat that any child coul ™
have accomplished. =

considering - t
mental equipment of his opponenl.'.
spite of petulant demands from Schwa
to hear something about “their syst
socialism, the socialist seemed reluct
to discuss it, but referred him to a
of the aims and principles of the S.P.G.
lying on the table before him.

They were agreed on one thing in t
end. however, that capitalism had do
some good, and for those of you w
think this is an odd statement for
socialist to make, you are referred to &

The following reports are taken
from the current bulletin of the
Ireerrazional Planned  Parenthood
Comminzee (New York and Lon-
gon). The accounts from China
nd Russiz-confirm previous reports
p FREEDOM regarding the hostility,
¥ Communist governments to birth
oatrol.  They alse confirm  the
imilerity 10 outlook between Com-
st and Catholic on this point.
t the same time. the Briush
)estioner of Dr. Chochol partook
me degree of the same hostility
implying that overcrowding “as
‘s mmadical reasons” justified
control. It cannot be too often
d thar birth control is necessary
ans of freeing women from
ar of pregnancy, permitting
10 choose, and so allow of
davelopment of sexual hap-
od fultlment. Communists.
cs. und western moralists, are
appalled u: this.

CHINA

Chimese are not willing to
in methods of family
women often use a simple.
hod of birth control. but

iy fails™  So reports Dr.
a Briush doctor. who
0 1946 to 1951 in

h ntral China. giving
o, dvice to palients
10 her, western
able io the large
ost of the people
t use of them.

1] ina and
bearing of

could not
ch cases many
oribund  children
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Birth Control In China

birth. There ssems to be very little
promiscuity in the Army Corps. even
though many familes have been broken
up in the successive wars, and it is
common for a woman to be unable to
trac2 the whereabouts of her children.™
Dr. Tregear thinks the attitude of the
Communist authorities was unfavourable
to birth control. This may have been
due to a desire to increase the popula-
tion to meet the demands of indus-
trialisation and the army, and may not
be permanent. Dr. Tregear left China
in the spring of 1951.

There are no reliable statistics about
China. but it is calculated that the popu-
lation of China proper is between 350

and 400 million. or more than one-sixth.

of the human race. with a birthrate of
over 40 per thousand and a deathrate
between 30 and 40 per thousand.

Changes for Women

It is generally agreed that one. faclor
for high fertility in civilisations such as
the Chinese is the lack of any value or
significance attached to women excepl as
bearers of sons, The present Chinese
Government's probable opposition (o
birth control is unlikely to have much

influence on the rate ot population
growth as there is no evidence that
effective birth control has ever been

practised to any purpose among China's
millions. But their programme of in-
dustrialisation and their efforts to inte-
grate their wonien citizens into all forms
of social organisation, even including the
Army. may work a little againsi the
rise in the net reproduction rate which
they seem to desire.  Hitherto, the
average age of marriage in China was
robably eighteen, unmarried women
were almost unknown, the family unit
was the one stable reality in Chinese
life, outside it there was very little point
in a woman's cxistence. High fertility
was tragically counterbalanced by a high
deat

be re-
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ditions. such as over-crowding. might
not be sufficient reason for contraceptive
advice, she said that in Russia they
preferred to tackle the problem from the
other end—by providing the houses.

Mr. Georgi Arkadyev, a Russian dele-
gate, speaking of the Secretary-General’s
report to the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations, said.
“The Report clearly depicts the misery
and lack of social progress in certain
regions and the total inability of under-
developed countries to ensure their
people’s adequate primary education or
the most elementary medical care. But
it wrongly adduces over-population as
the reason for the critical situation, fol-
lowing a tendency which reflects the
neo-Malthusian theories in favour in the
United States and Western Europe. The
only purpose of such theories is to divert
atiention from the real cause of the
deplorable social situation in the capital-
ist world. It is by such theories that
American, English and French mono-
polists seek to justify the catastropic

situation in Asia, Africa and the Middle
and Far East.”

Despite lack of official vital statistics
demographers believe that the rate of
growth of the Soviet population has in
recent years declined sharply.

VATICAN VIEWPOINT

HE possible over-crowding of the
world received serious attention in a

report prepared by, the Reverend A.
Perego of Civilta Carttolic, a Jesuit
journal published in Rome. The staff

of Civilta Cattolica often makes de-
tailed studies of subjects of current
interest and serves as a research body
for the Pope. Father Perego agreed
that such alarmed students of the popu-
lation situation as William Vogt and
Frederick Osborn  had much telling
material on their side but turns to more
hopeful signs such as the growth in
Japan of as many as forty-five tons of
tomatoes on a single acre. He con-
cludes finally, that with science’s aid
enough food can be found for the ad-
mitted flood tide of new people until
that time when “reason and revelation
both teil us human history will reach its
last day.”

“Communist Manifesto.” RN

*Example: “There must be someth
fine about a country that can prod
such a fine system as Public Assistane
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a certain measure of power, authority
and dominion. without which they could
not exist; in none of the non-political
structures, however, is this the essential
element. But it is inherent in all social
structures that men either find themselves
already linked with one another in an
association based on a common need or
a common inlerest, or that they band
themselves logether [or such a purpose,
whether in an exisling or a newly-formed
socicty. The primary element must not
be superseded by the secondary element
—association by subordination, {ellow-

ship by dominion or, schematicaily
speaking, the horizontal structure by
the vertical. The American scientist,
Maciver, has rightly said  that ‘o

identify the social with the political is

1o be guilty of the grossest of all con-

fusions, which completely  burs  uny
derstonding cither society or the
e’ |
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iew is that socicty and
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The ¢ open SOCiety ’” B Continued from p. 2

free_ agreement concluded between the
various groups. territorial and pro-
fessional, freely constituted for the sake
of production and consumption, as also
for the satisfaction of the infinite variety
of nceds and aspirations of a civilised
being.

“In a society developed on these lines,
the voluntary associations which already
now begin to cover all the fields of
human activity would take a still greater
extension . . . They would represent an
intcrwoven network, composed of an in-
finite variety of groups and fedcrations
of all sizes and degrees, local, regional,
national and international—temporary or
more or less permanent—/{or all possible
purposes: production. consumption and
cxchange, communicalions, sanitary ar-
rangements, education, mutual protection,
defence ol the terrilory, and so on; and
on the other side, for the satisfaction of
and ever-increasing number of scientific.
artistic, literary and sociable nceds.

“Morcover, such a sociely would rep-
resent nothing immutable.  On the con-
trary—as is seen in organic lifc at large
—harmony would (it is contended) re-
sult from an ever-changing adjustment
and readjustment of equilibrium between
the multitudes of forces and influences,
and this adjustment would be the casier
to obtain as none of the forces would
enjoy a special protection from  the
State.”

» » L
The conclusion 10 be drawn from the
irics of the political thinkers m.lo
nt wrong with the philosophics
» 1a us in a slate of per-
asing frcedom, lead

tnes rather thanI
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