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In Your Name!

HE reprisals taken by

as been taken a siep further.

fek, hc gave these people

B2 vou o reply.

Your area.
B vou wish to.”

g a Communist.

Pauthoritics can assume  you
ng those who did not reply.

g carried out.

ondon. Mr. Oliver Lyttclton, Secre-
for the Colonies.

order” in Malaya and in referring to
eral Templer's action “‘emphasised
the rice ration was not ntended
a punitive measure bul to reduce the
ibillity of surplus rice being supplied
the bandits”” The Observer's corres-
ndent on the spot. Michael Davidson,
ports on the other hand, that: "No-
odv but those who have actually lost
eir liveliboods are hupgry vyet; but
educed rice rations are being felt and
he prices of other foods have rocketed
o double or more. The worst suflerers
are day labourers, contract tappers who
live in the town and are paid daily on
the nearby rubber estates, and one-man
businesses, hawkers and the like who no
longer carn any money. Organisalions
like the Malayan Chinese Associatlion are
starting relief for the needy.”

And how strictly the curfew has been
maintained is shown by the fact that even
children are cooped up for 22 hours a

General
= Templer against the township of
Tanjong Malim. in Malaya (reported in
last weck’s FREEDOM) which included re-
ducing the rice ration. closing all schools  the
and imposing a 22-hour daily curfew.
It may
pe recalled that General Templer accused
be inhabttants of this town with being
s cowardhv” 1o act as informers. Last
another
fce to rehabilitate themselves in his
8 He had distributed to every family
ucstionaire signed in facsimile. which
I with these words: “This is a letter
me 1o every householder in Tanjong
@lim. If vou are a Communist 1 don't
If vou are not |
t Vou to give on this sheet of paper
uch information as vou can 10 help
forces catch the Communist terrorists
Don’t sign your name
In other words.
jov do not reply vou are guilty of
1f you do not sign
name you may be guilty since
were
Such
pods can surely inspire nothing but
ep resentment among the people of
jong Malim. and a feeling of shame
s in whose names this fascist policy is

Bpcaking at the Royal Empire Society

expressed  his
fimism about the “restoration of law

day. denied their playing and their
schaols. When  Michael  Davidson
questioned the necessity for this he was
told that a child might throw food over
barbed wire fence for his Com-
munist  friends outside 1o pick up!
Another class of sufferers are families
which share outside latrines. Already
people have been fined for leaving their
homes to use one.

Mr. Lyttelton on the occasion referred
to earlier, said he was not prepared to
accept the implied criticism from some
M.P.s that these methods were ‘“‘totali-
tarian”. There was nothing uncivilised
in trying to prevent murder. (How often
have we heard this argument from poli-
ticians (o jusrify murder!) He went on
to give his “entire support™ to General
Templer's action. and this glowing testi-
monial: “He has shown a grasp and
knowledge and political sense which
were really astonishing in the short time
he had been at work.”

This is not the view of Mr. N. Read-
Collins, lare Chief British War Crimes
Secrion Far East Land Forces Singapore,
who writes the following letter on the
subject of Group Punislment (Manchester
Guardian):

“SIr—If the group punishment of
the Malavan village Tanjong Malim is
to be allowed. and in fact to set a
precedent, then the British Government
must in fairness seek the immediate
release of Japanese serving sentence for
similar acts during their occupation of
Malaya. The Japanese frequently pun-
ished. by death and torture. whole
villages where Chinese were suspected of
aiding Brilish-led gueriltas. The WNazis
also used the expedient of gropp punish-

ment. Angry reprisal of this nature is
not new in the history of British military
government, It is not a sign of bold
leadership bul the symptom of incapacity
and a brutal military outiook. British
law demands that the perpetrator of a
crime shall be pursued and punished—
not his sister, child. wife, and mother.—
Yours &c.”

Put in another form. if the irials of
the Japanese set a precedens, then
General Templer and Mr. Lyttelton are
obviously candidates for trial as War
Criminals. But that is unthinkable. As
Lord Reading, Under-Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, pointed out at a press
Conference in Delhi last week. with
special reference to Malaya. the sugges-
tion that Britain “‘exploited” the colonies
was “hopelessly out of date™, Britain
administered her colonies with a full
sense of responsibility so that the colonies
would increase their trade and prosperity
and enjoy an ever-increasing measure of
self-government. Britain was fighting the
Malayan Communists in the interests of
“all countries in this part of the world.”
that is, of all countries bordering on
Communist China.

That is the phrase: “fighting the Com-
munists in the interests of all countries.
etc. . . .” which justifies all the criminal
brutality of military rule in Malaya or
anywhere else.

But whatever may be the response to
General Templer's questionaire one thing
is certain—and obvious to all observers
with any common sense—that group
punishment. and the encouragement of
informers can only strengthen the re-
sisistance to the military occupation of
Malava. LIBERTARIAN.

Moscow Economic Conference

HE International economic con-

ference sitting at Moscow heard
last week the Soviel delegate, Mr.
Nesterov, state that Russian trade
with Britain could be extended to
£227,250,000 a year. “Russia,” he
said, “was interested in buying
British textiles, spices and herrings,
among other things, and was pre-
pared to buy goods from Western

Spanish Meeting

Issue of
‘“ FREEDOM”

JN last week’s issue of FREFDOM

dealing with the Protest Meeting
against Political Trials in Spain, we
omitted {0 mention that the col-
lection, taken 10 deflray the expe

of organising the meeting and to |

continue the work on behalf of th
Spanish resistance, amounted 10
substantial sum of £102. The sum
of £1 has ulso been received fron
‘a reader in Oldhum towards this
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Europe, the United States, South-
East Asia. the Middle East and
Africa up to u value of £1,365 mil-
lions. He argued the need to end
economic restrictions, particularly
the blockade of China.” } 4

Now all this is in strange contrast
with the rc[ﬁ-s hitherto of the
Russia  delegates 1o inter-govern-
mental trade talks to go beyond a
very restricted range of capital
goods and raw materigls. On the

itish side there has been a severe
jtation of the export of engineer-

products suitable for defence
other war materials
h as ber.  These restrictions
id the limitations on Russian buy-
g are ofhciul, at governmental

level.
‘.?'hc remirks ut the Moscow Inter-
national  Fconomic  Conference
which have su gratilled Lord Boyd-
rr and the other softies mixed up
the fellow  travellers in o the
British delegation, are not oflicial.
1! fact, one may (ake them as no
¢ thun pro.puy_nndu. Such con-
s comnt the Soviel Govern--
othing at afl. But they

ession (hut Russia I8
make trade con-
it not for the hostile
Boyd-Orr aud
of good will, but
le {urnishing

the

|

soft |
{0 this ul 1

One cun only ¢
technique ~the singli
textife industry, :II:
Russians mmply l!hil bul
government’s  obduracy. our offer
could suve you from unemployment
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the iwtual
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your

cheaply put forward as one which
has no chance of ratification at all.

Having lent themselves to such
side-shows, the Boyd-Orrs have only
their woolliness to thank if some of
the real dirtiness of government
methods (Soviet or otherwise) sticks
to them.

I€alians.

in the Pits

MORE than once already we have referred critically to the at'titudc of
the British miners—and more especially the Yorkshire miners—to
the employment of Italian workers in the plts.

We do not play the game, so be-
loved of the capitalist press, of
pretending that the workers are
always wrong. For that very reason.
because our sympathies are so con-
sistently with the workers—and
especially the miners, hardest
worked of all-—we think we have all
the more right to criticise strongly
when the occasion arises.

And we come back to the
question of the Italians in the pits
once again because we think that
on that issue the occasion has most
certainly arisen.

Let us make our position clear. We
do not demand more workers in the
pits because we think that Britain needs
coal. Obviously we do need a certain
amount of coal, but the relentless pres-
sure which is being kept up on the
miners (usually by those who have
never dug an ounce of coal in their lives)
is not maintained in order to ensure the
satisfaction of our needs, but to ensure
sufficient coal to meet the crazy demands
of our economic system. and the arma-
ment drive.

With that we are not concerned. We
want to see a full and comfortable life
available to all. but the wastage of life
and labour in the building of battleships
and the other lunatic weapons on which
coal is thrown away is. to our way of
thinking. something we could eliminate
to the advantage of all.

So it is not economic. material or
military expediency which governs our
attitude to the employment of Ttalians
in British pits. It is something more
fundamental than that: it is a recogni-
tion that human solidarity is besmirched
and affronted when we sav: “These are
our coal mines, Get back to vour own
country,” which is in effect. what the
Yorkshire miners are saving to 31
Ttalians at the Bullcroft colliery. near
Doncaster.

The same feeling of solidarity. the
same recognition that our humanity does
not end at the white cliffs of Dover. that
moves us to protest when Franco shoots
Spanish workers. moves us to protest
against intolerance and prejudice among

Clean Up the Docks?

N a recent article in the MNews
Chronicle, entitled “Lel’s Clean up
the Docks,” Gilbert McAllister, bne-time
Labour M.P. for Rutherglen, Lanarks.
wrote: “lIt is more than a year since we
had a serious dock strike, but the ten-
sions in the industry are such that no-one
can possibly foretell when the next strike
will paralyse our ports .. .”

We shall deal later with Mr. McAllister's
cleaning-up proposals, especially the
more significant—the establishment of
permanent men (“perms” as they are
called) which means full-time employees
tied to one employer, on a higher basic
wage than the men in the labour pool.

One way trouble can be avotded in
the docks is for the bosses to behave
themselves. last week, an incident
occurred which could have led to a
large-scale sfoppage—and was entirely
due (0 high-handed action by employers,

Al Hrown & FEagle's (London) waool
department, (wo men were sacked. One
wias @ “limied” man—ie¢., could only
work for the one firm, the other was a
“pool™ min working on a weekly basis.
The reason given [or their disnissal wis
thut they lud heen kg too mmch
time ofl.

Their 130 tellow workers—-udl “perms™
~staged a d-lour token sleike e pratest,

This was on Thursday; on Friday on
reporting for work they found themselves
locked-out, and on Saturday morning the
firm sacked another 9 men—making 11
in all. At the time of writing. there is
some uncertaintv as to what further
action the men ‘will take.

They are weakened. being “perms”,
by being divided {rom other workers on
the nearby wharfs, who, being “pool”
men, remember that the “perms” are
always a bit slow to come out when
other workers™ interests are involved.
In fact, the pool men are chuckling
somewhat to see the perms being treated
so badly by the bosscs they serve so
well,

This incident could have blown up
into another major isstic—and  whose
fault would that have been?  But the
lack ol sohdarity because of permanency
is un iudicaton of why the bosses want
i—Dbut the “perms” themselves should
note that it doesn't veatly do them any
gowl.

After all, there's only one way to ¢lean
up (he docks und ensute no  further
conflict belween workers and bosses,  We
ecan't o without the woikers-—they are
pather necessary. The only answer is:
Clear out the buosses!

e
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work.
Italian
coalmines far from home has

our own working-class. For it is diffi-
cult to see what else but intolerance and
prejudice governs the Yorkshire miners.

A fortnight ago. at Bullcroft, the

young (under 23) haulage hands went on
strike  because ltalians working with
them at the same job were getting more
money. and since then a colliery meeting
has voled against having Italians there.
But the miners themselves demanded,
when it was first supgested that foreign
labour should come into the pits at all,
that any who came should be paid
exaclly the same rate for the job as
British workers. “No cheap labour to
undercut our rates,” they said. and quite
right. too.
. But. in mining. as in so many other
jobs. wages are graded not only accord-
ing to weork but also according to age.
And the age at which a miner becomes
due for the full rate for the job is 23.
Now. it is perfectly obvious that an
energetic and strong man of 22 (English
or Italian) will do more work than a
slow. weak man of 24 (English or
Italian). but he will be paid less for
it—providing he is on day work and not
piece work.

The haulage workers at Bulcroft are
on day work and those under 23 do not
get the full rate for the job. They wilk
get it as soon as they are 23 and not
before—whether they are working with
“foreigners™ or with true blue Britishers.
But the ltalian haulage workers at Bull-
croft are over 23. so they are petting
the full rate—£7 0s 6d. per week, while
their young British fellow-workers are
getting six or seven shillings a week less.
Isn’t that terrible?

The Italians are probably nearly all
family men. Thev have left theic
families behind and have come to a
foreign country to live in hostels, to work
at the hardest work there is, in order
to earn some money to lift their famillies
out of the grinding poverty which un-
employment in Italy means. The voung
Yorkshiremen. probably most of whom
are living with their parents and paving
less for their keep than the ltalians im
hostels. are likelv to be in fact better
off than the Italians. in terms of pocket
monev for their leisure hours as well
as actual living comforts.®

One would think that Yorkshire
workers would not begrudge workers
from somewhere else the right to keep
their wives and Kids by their own hard
But no. The poverty-siricken
worker bending his back in
to be
blamed for the misdeeds of Mussolini.’
If he opens a penknife to cut a piece
of string he becomes a dago threatening
blameless Britishers with a stiletto. If
he smiles at a shop-girl. he is seducing
their womenfolk—and so on and so
forth. Prejudice and imaginary griev-
ances are Inflamed into resemtment and
hostility.

All the arguments are against the
Yorkshiremen. But to no avail. The
same irrationality upon which Hitler
siezed with his nonsense about the Jews:
which Mussolini himself used against.
the Abyssinians (and what did the York-
shiremen do about the export of coal to
Ttaly at that time?) now makes the York-
shiremen behave stupidly and heartlessly. .

It gives us no pleasure to say this. We
would tar rather be able to print reports.
of noble workers behaving with sweet
reason and warm generosity.  But since
in this case, the Yorkshire miners are
performiing a great dis-service to  their
clags, we should do the same if we
ignored it or appraved of it

There is one group of so-called inter-
nationalists who approve of it.  The
Communist Party  have been opposing
Iadian workers in the pits, and in Haly
the C.P. pupers have done their best to
keep ltabians awav by telling them that
when they eet here they will be starved
and exploited as cheap labour and that
all British mines are death-traps.  The
Communists. as anxious as any capitalist.
to see the workers of the world dwvided.
will chuekle over the blindness of the
young men of Yorkshire.

Bul those who want to see the eyes
of workers everywhere open to their true
interests: who want to see cconomniic and
national divisions give way to freedom
and international solidarity. are very
sorry about it indeed.

PS.

*[1n Juct, of course, these niggling differences.
are a nccessary part of the wage system. It is
in the bosses' interests to divide the workers
and wages are the most effective means of doing
it.  Differences of pay are always sore points
among workers, and are not going to be solved
by anything less than the abolition of the wages
system anliogether, and the recognition that afl
have equal right to the satisfaction of their needs,

but that this has no relation to a money €ONOMY
whatsoever.—P.S.]




Unity and

NDIVIDUALS grow and  develop,

spiritnally and morally, by contact.
The same holds true of nations and
civilizations.  In the primitive stage
peoples live as sirictly separate entitics.
Thev jealously guard rtheir ~“own™ civil-
ization. their “original™ traditions. pro-
tecting them from ‘“alien™ influences.
But with the progress of history, barriers
give way to a growing cross-fertilization
of civilizations; mecting the chalkenge of
other cultures they diversify their own
and liberate it from limiting shackles
by assimilating and adapting outside
influences. ofier in a complex give-and-
take process. The more in the open
society grows, the further it advances
towards unity of maankind.

This geographic and biological unity
of a common earth and a common blood
finds its spiritual fulfilment. however. in
a plurality and diversity of civilizations.
Each of them has its specific contribution
10 make. and complements the others.
None of them exhausis the spiritual
potentialities of man. In the mntercourse
and interdependence they find the stimu-
Iating challenges preserving them from
ossification and arousing them to the

scarch for new responses to ever-renewed
questions  and  conguests. Western
civilization, with its emphasis on indi-
vidual liberty and free inquiry, would
have been mwuch poorer without the re-
cent meeting with the ascetic morality of
Gandhi and the humanistic wisdom of
Rabindranath Tagore. both the fruit of
ancient India’s contact with the West.
The Mediterranean, once the centre from
which Western civilization radiated, has
witnessed recently at its Western and
Eastern extremities. efforts at re-invigora-
tion of the civilizations of Spain and of
Islam. which in the past have played
their great rdle.  All signs portend that
an African civilization arising out of a
strong virgin soil under the fertilization
of older civilizations will soon take its
place among these which in clearly
recognized and desired interdependence
make their contributions 10 an open
society based upon freedom and diversity.
Such a society pre-supposes co-operation
in the spirit of tolerance. No civilization
must think itself in exclusive possession
of the true way and endowed with an
nfallible insight into the course of
human history. —Prof. Hans Koun.

HE life of Marie-Louise Berneri

was short, full and brilliant. She
died just three years ago, in the
flower of her life, her work for anar-
chism abruptly curtailed. Her friends,
however, have been determined not
to et her achievements go by un-
forgotten and unrecorded. = The
Marie-Louise  Berneri Memorial
Conunitlee first published an appre-
ciation of “M.L.B.” in 1949 (Maric
Louise Berneri: 1918-1949. A Tri-
bute).  This was followed by a
special memorial edition of her only
full-length book, Jowrney Through
Utopia, and the re-issue of her pam-
phlet, which created such a furore
in the days when Stalin was being
hailed as a saviour of democracy.
Workers in Stalin's Russia. Such
works, valuable as they were, could
give but a part of the picture of our
comrade’s tireless activity. Her
writings in the main were buried in
the tiles of Spain and the World,
War Commentary, and Freedom.
Here, therefore, in commemoration
of the third year of her passing, are
selected writings from the last two
papers.

As a volume in itself, Neither
East Nor West is a remarkably
clear picture of the anarchist
attitude towards the imperialist
struggle. Necessarily it deals with
international affairs, but the author
does not lose sight anywhere of the
main thesis: the fact that the revo-
lutionary must reject both sides in
the imperialist game—whether those
sides are camouflaged as fascism
versus democracy, capitalism versus
communism, or whatever new twist
may be brought. The temptation in
discussing international affairs is to
deal too much with the political

Press, London, I952‘

wrangles and leave 1o a concluding
paragraph the main thesis. Writing in
such papers. too, one «is deprived of
all the costly means of information
at the service of the capitalist press;
one must write always in a perpetual
harry because the copy must reach
the press long before it is printed:
one does not have the time available
to the professional writer, and one
has the certainty that everything one
reads will be scrutinised backwards
and forwards by hostile carpers as
well as by the M.1.5 boys. And yet
what emerges from this collection of
articles written often under duress
of all the difficulties of the war-
time years? In every paragraph the
author’s own ability makes her
thesis plain, while the mere fact of
being a convinced libertarian is
sufficient in itself to ensure that her
assertions are still valid and in many
cases undisputed, while not one
politician dare uncover his speeches
and writings of that period.

Much that then seemed terribly
subversive—to the authorities no
Jess than to the many who read our
case for the first time—is now
admitted to be true. Figures so
diverse as Stalin, Tito, Nehru have
considerably altered in public esti-
mation since some of these essays
were written. Some of the organisa-
tions, such as AMGOT in occupied
Italy, have perished partly by virtue
of such very criticisms as were then
made by those who had not com-
promised. But taken as a whole (and
the editor has selected the essays in
such a way that they represent the
anarchist case against the whole
development of public opinion in
regard to the war), we have here, as
topical as when it was written, an

The

SYNDICALISM —The Workers’
NEXT STEP, by Philip
Sansom (Freedom Press, 1/-)

IT now seems fairl$ clear that the inter-
national labour movement has ex-
hausted its original impetus and has
indeed, largely lost jts sense of direction.
Disraeli's famous metaphor (1873) which
described the Liberal government of the
day as “a row of exhausted volcanoes,”
15 quite applicable to the present situation
of the Labour movement. both inter-
nationally and here in Britain,  Social
Democracy, including its British variant,
the Labour Party, hardly ever menuions
socialism or the class siruggle nowadays:
indeed, it could be sirongly argued that
the “new deal” cffected by the recent
Labour Government represenls the cor-
rect formula for the current needs of
capitalism in the mid-twentieth ceotury.
Whilst as for revolulionary—without a
capital R'—communists of yesterday,

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
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Workers in Stalin's Russia

Marie Louise Bernasi
The fundamenial wst of » 1-
! regisee 10 “lea do
workert fare under up”
avuthor  discusses  the  Ruoswian
regime from thiv standpoint, and
i the opiricn of one rrviewer,
il is @ thusoughly iunscetifieus
prece of work 2hied deicives
wyually (onscrentivus rcaders; fos
the Questiuns which it poses 1o
the reflecting mind ure of Jasts
vate tmportance, e

Marie Louise Bernari.
A Tribute

Thus volume conlans spprecia-
tions by friends and comrades
with whom M.L.B. worked in
this coumry and in France, and
includes fourteen illustrations,
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impor

they have now long degenerated into the
“Fifth Column” of a foreign police state.

In the history of the British Labour
movement, political stagnancy has usually
coincided with a militant upsurge on the

economic front: the period of the
General  Strike—1925-6—is a case In
point. To-day, however, all is quiet on

the Trade Union Front: indeed, one of
the major results of the era of Labour
Governments has been to chain the
machinery, an increasingly bureaucratic
machinery, of organised Trade Unionism
to the chariot wheels of the capitalist
state. To-day, the Trade Union bureau-
cracy. like its political counterpart, the
Labour leadership, is enrolled as a
“junior partner” in the administration of
the class-state. and has “'a stake in the
country”. Like so many movements be-
fore it, the modern Labour and Trade
Uonion movement, originally founded to
emancipale the workers from the thral-
dom of class-rule and of its political
instrument, the class-state, has been
captured by the experienced British
ruling-class and has been safely canalised
into innocuous channels.

Under these conlemporary circum-
stances, militant workers are inevitably
looking for the workers' next step. This
includes both anarchists and those who
(ike the presenl wriler) are anxious to
sce the Briush labour movement return
1o s original purpose as an eflective
instrument of mulnant class-struggle from
which the spoils of oftice and of Empire
have diverted it, as 2 means 1o which
end. an increasing number of militant
workers ure again turning their attention
to the fighting philosophy of syndicalism
which has in the past played so notable
a role in the class-struggles ol both the

old and the new worlds, : which lias
more than once atira widespreud
support 1n Britain:  the period im-

mediately preor o the 1914-18 war; the
cra which witnessed the publication of
the famous syndicalist pamphlet, The
Miners' Next Step 2). 5 & cuase in
pont.

- During

strike

ihe

tance of S

yndicalism

may well prove the starting-point of a
self-conscious syndicalist movement.

Under circumstances such as the above,
Frcedom Press are to be congratulated
upon their recent publication of Syndical-
ism, The Workers' Next Step, by Philip
Sansom, an important pamphlet, and
particularly timely at the present moment.
The author needs no introduction to
readers of FREEDOM or indeed to workers
and other militants in current class-
struggles,

In his new pamphlet he deals as fully
as his terms of reference will permit,
with most aspects of syndicalist philo-
sophy and its practical relevance to the
circumstances of the present day. Our
only criticism is that he has a tendency
to treata syndicalism and anarchism as
virtually different aspects of the same
things; actually, however, many anar-
chists, e.g., both those of the individu-
alistic school of Stirner and the pacifist

school of Tolstoy—would not accept
the syndicalist emphasis on communal
organisation or its attitude to violence.
Whilst conversely, many syndicalists, e.g.,
the famous French svndicalist paper,
La Revolution Proletarienne (to which
the present writer has the honour to
contribute occasionally)—would not un-
reservedly  subscribe  themselves  as
anarchists.

However, this is merely a question of
emphasits. Comrade Sansom is to be
congratulated on producing at so oppor-
tune a moment, not only a notable
pamphlet but, equally, a valuable instru-
ment in the concrete class-struggles of
our time. Perhaps future historians of
the class-struggle will rank his work
along with its famous predecessor The
Miners Next Step. In an era which
everyl}]ing indicates will be one of
mounting class-struggle. the question of
syndicalism again promises to become of
major importance. We urge the readers
of FREEDOM to “go to it”.

F. A. RiDLEY.

FREEDOM

NEITHER EAST NOR WEST

Sclected Writings by Marie Louise Berneri.
(Freedom

analysis of the imperiulist war from
its period of Nazism versus the
“West” to the period when the
“West” cmbraced ils former op-
ponents too, and we slid into the
cold war of “East™ versus ““West”.

The anulysis of the “‘new demo-
cracies” in Europe set up by the
Russians is still—despite all that has
been written since on the subjcct—;—
the most penetrating. What if their
imperialist opponents now borrow
some of the arguments? “We know
that their indignation is hypocritical
and that they may become friendly
to Russia again if it suits their in-
terests. But for all that, are we
to stifle our own indignation?” The
reiteration of the truth about all
governiments — whether unpopular
with the majority or disliked by a
minority—and the reaffirmation of
what many would like to be thought
an ‘“old-fashioned” stand to war——
in short, opposition—is what charac
terises these writings, and one ca
point to them as surely as to a
anti-militarist classic for a declara
tion on the Anarchist position
the world-political problems of th
day.

In the publication of the wri
ten contribution by Marie-Louis
Berneri to the anarchist movemen
the Memorial Committee arc a
tempting in part (o answer th
question of later generations of mili
tants, “Who was she and what di
she do?” But such volumes are n
monuments, and the book which 1
now published is a fresh vindicatio
of the revolutionary standpoint fro
which its writer never deviated. Th
spoken word cannot be so
captured, but at a later period 1
might perhaps be possible to begi
to assess how much our comrade
did contribute with others to the
rebirth of the anarchist ideas in the
English-speaking world, both in re-
gard to the reconciliation of modern
thought in education, sex and
psychology with the classical anar-
chist standpoint, and the intro-
duction of so much thought of
Italian, French and Spanish writers
on anarchism, whose works have
seldom, if ever, been translated.
It is not so easy to manage to do
that as well as speak from the plat-
form, carry out the daily routine
necessary to publishing a journal,
sell papers, and fulfil all the in-
haustible demands upon one’s time
and patience that inevitably accom-
pany such activities—still less, to
remain eternally fresh and alive in
our hearts after all that struggle.
How could the Memorial Com-
nittee ever do justice to our com-
rade’s memory but by saluting her,
and continuing the same campaign?

ALUBERT MELTZER.

FILMS

"VIVA ZAPATA!" Twenticth Century
Fox. Directed by Elia Kazan, Script by
Joha Steinbeck.

vilification the real

WHATEVER
Emiliano Zapata had to undergo
from the capitalist press of Mexico and
the United States, Hollywood, il’l the
shape of John Steinbeck and Elia Kazan,
has done its best o atone for in this
film. In one of its rare moments of
charity towards revolutionaries (of the
past, of course) it has produced an
excellent, cven if adealized, vindication
ol the rdle played by Zapata i the
Mexican  Revolution  of the first (wo
decades of this century,
What the lictionslised Zapata of John
Steinbeck  has  1n common  with  his
lustorical namesake, the writer of  this
review has not, as yet, heen able 1o
ascertwin, but all who wre in sympathy
with the struggle to emancipate men (vom
vmination and exploitation by their
Hlows will find this ffm a relreshing
c‘nungc from the sichly fetishism of the
status gquio that characterises the vast
ma

ity of Hollywood productions.
slory begins with the visit of a
b 1ans from the state of
o Diaz, dicator  of
s. Their purpose is

Viva Zapata!

concrete than the ambiguous promises
made by the president. “Taking time is
alright for landowners,” he says, ““but not
for farmers.” Diaz, secing a polential
troublemaker in the polite but haughty
delegate, asks his name. Zapata, he is
told. He rings the namie on the delegates
list before him.

Zapata relurns with his comrades to
the village. Alrcady a marked man, he
Kills a policeman in an endeavour to
rescue a friend (rom arrest. The police
return in foree (o arvest him, but they
are prevenled from doing so by his
fellow villagers, Zapata's rescue is the
signal for the beginning of the rebellion,
After much fighting, Zapata is given the
presidency, though he refuses the tile,
One day, a delegation of Indians from
the state of Morelos come to complain
ol the expropriation of their land by his
brother. One among them is not salis-
fied by the vague assurances of Zapata
that he  will investigate (he matter.
Zapata demands to know (he Indian’
name,  When he is told i, he rings it
on the delegates list on his desk
suddenly he realizes that he is doing just
what Draz did before him, that he is
becoming the same as those he fought,
that the power he so unwillingly accepted
IS corrupting him, too . . . He returns
to his village o take up again the fight
for land and liberty that he had forsaken
by becoming president.  His successor
1o the presidency. aided by his renegade
(a_somewhat superfluous and

downfall, and by mcans of a trick,
succeeds in having him Killed.

Such is the bare outline of the story
which is cnacted against the sultry heat
of the Mexican countryside. Marlon
Brando stands out as Zapata and he is
well supported by a talented and realistic
cast.

The comments of the critics on this
film of revolution were. to say the least,
nixed. The Dcily Telegraph found it
o bloodthirsty; the  Daily Express
thought it the idealisation of a scoundrel;
Richard  Winnington. in  the News
Chronicle. wrote that it drove home some
“hard political truths™ about the corrupt-
ing qualities of power; whilst the Daily
Worker denounced Steinbeck’s script as
“romantic anarchism™. Romantic or not
this film ceriainly emphasises the truth
of the anarchist attitude to government.
In a conversation with some of his fol-

Jowers, after he has renounced the
presidency. Zapata ftells them: “A strong
people are the only true sirength,”

“There has never been a strong man
without faults.” “There are no leaders—
you arc the leaders.” ln answer to his
wife’s question as to what his followers
would do were he killed, “would they
not need a leader?” he says, “Yes—but
they would Iead each other.” And he
again reiterates: “A strong man means a
weak people. Strong people do not need
a strong man.”

What more need be said?
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WAR THE
PHYSICIAN

TOR the second time in a genera-

tion, the Lancashire textile
industry is facing a major slump.
The war, by successfully eliminating
Japanese competition, eased the
market situation for Lancashire
cotton goods . . . but only tempor-
arily. For, as a recent article in

FREEDOM showed, the Japanese
textile industry is once again a
factor in world markets. At the

same time, it seems that under-
utting by particular rivals is only
B part of the picture, since the
tile slump does not affect Lan-
@shire only, but is, in fact, world-
ide.

This aspect of general capitalist
ponomics illustrates the hand-to-
outh nature even of such a drastic
thod as war. There can be little
bt that a primary object of all
wars of modern history has been
eliminate or curtail the activity
tnvals in the world markets. But
h the two world wars have also
wn that such an expedient,
pugh enormously costly in life
dd materials, is of short-lived
ect economically speaking, both
rmany and Japan being already
k in the running. Space forbids
grther elaboration of this theme
re, but it may be remarked that
have acquired another use
mounting 1o necessity) as an
ernative method of organising
ponomy in an age of market
line.

Seen in this light, the refusal of
he Government to exempt Lan-
ashire goods from Purchase Tax
a means of helping the cotton
andustry over a difficult period,
shows ancther aspect. The news-
paper headiines point this aspect
succinctly: “Tax Repeal Unlikely
for Cotton Trade. Defence Jobs
for Unemployed.”

According to the Economic Cor-
respondent of the Observer, the
Government’s refusal of the Lan-
cashire request “does not mean that
Mr. Butler it not concerned at the
rising unemployment in the textile
industry. Some planned re-direction
of defence coniracts to give un-
employed textile workers new jobs
close to their homes is, in fact, under
serious study.” (Our italics.)

One can picture armaments manu-
facturers, bald-headed like vultures,
planning iheir new factories in the
vicinity of the sickly industries.
Where once factories were placed
near the sources of raw materials,

ey may now be placed near the
source of labour—the excess (“‘re-
dundant”) labour of the age of
capitalist decline.

The link-up between economic
depression and rearmament can be
n in this instance. When market
onomy fails, war economy steps
n. But one also sces that apparent
najor differences between the Tories
and Labour ure only different ways
of applying the same remedy. The
abour Party would prefer to direct
abour into “defence” industries und
avoid Lthe accusing finger of the un-
mployment queue. The Tories

POLITICAL intricuers are attracted
like bears to honey by the battle-
ground of interests and ideologies which
is Germany to-day, and it would be
surprising if so experienced an adept as
Dr. Otto Sirasser, onec-time lieutenant
and later mortal enemy of Hitler, did not
appear to claim his place at the feast.
Strasser is still a political refugee
living in Canada. He reached that des-
tination. and the relative obscurity it has
conferred on him during the past few
years, by a devious and often perilous
route. A young officer in the first World
War, he earned the title of the “Red
Lieutenant” and became a militant
Social-Democrat. A little further aiong
the road he added nationalism to his
socialism, and when his brother Gregor
became associated with Hitler in the in-
fant National Socialist German Workers’
Party, Otto gradually veered towards the
Nazi line. and eventually joined the
party in 1925.

Through the ‘28s the Strasser brothers
formed the nucleus of an opposition to
Hitler within the Nazi party. They repre-
sented the more radical wing, which
placed its emphasis on the socialism
rather than the nationalism in the party
programme, but, though their intrigues
were excused by idealistic motives, their
main aim was the personal gaining of
power through the displacement of Hitler
as party leader. For a time the Strasser
grouping, which at first included Himm-
ler and Goebbels, actually controiled
the North German sections of the
organisation.

But Hitler the demagogue, supported
by the capitalists and the conservative
ele_menls, outsmarted the Strasser con-
spirators: Himmler, Goebbels and many
others transferred their allegiance, and
Otto realised that the attempt 10 gain the
party from within was doomed to fail.
In 1930 he left it and formed the Black
Front, based on the tenets formerly held
by the more radical Nazis, and com-
prising members of such reactionary
groups as the Srahlhelm. It was an
organisation whose opposition to the
National Socialist Party was founded
almost wholly on personal interests:
ideologically it ran on a parallel line
laid slightly to the left. Gregor
Strasser remained within the Nazi Party,
to co-operate with his brother by main-
taining the radical intrigue from within.

Hitler’s Trotsky

. The accession of the Nazis to power
in 1933 brought the twilight of the
Strassers” hopes. Otlto fled to Austria,
and his supporters, in so far as they were
detected, became fugitives or denizens of
the concentration camp. Gregor stayed
on, to die in 1934 in that bloody night
when Roehm and 260 other high Nazi
dignitaries were slaughtered to assure
Hitler’s power,

Otto Strasser became Hitler’'s Trotsky,
perpetually intriguiog from exile against
the leader's power, perpetually hounded
by the agents of the Gestapo with that
bitter remorselessness which fanatics
reserve for their closest ideological kin.
He organised and led an anti-Nazi move-
ment among the right-wing exiles, and
also within Germany, where the Black
Front went underground; the growth of
Nazi influence drove him from Austria
to Czechoslovakia, from Czechoslovakia
to France, and finally to Canada. With
power out of reach, he shelved his
patriotism for the moment, and gladly
shared his knowledge of the Nazi party
and of conditions in Germany with the
European politicians, hoping that in this
way he would eventually facilitate his
return.

At the end of the war, Strasser was
cager to re-enter Germany, but his re-
quests for permission 10 do so were
rejected by the Allied High Commission,
well aware that his fundamental prin-
ciples were still those of the Natiopal
Socialism he never fully abandoned. But
he did not wait to return before pre-
paring the ground for regaining his
influence in Germany. Instead, he
established contact with former members
of the Black Front who had survived the
Gestapo persecutions, and in particular
with Bruno Fricke in Hanover and
Waldemar Wadsack of Munich.

Fricke and Wadsack began to organise
within Germany an élite body known as
the League for Germany’s Revival (Bund
fur Deutschlands Erneuerung); its ideo-
logical aims were those of an independ-
ent Germany standing apart from East
and West which Strasser had expressed
in his most recent book, Deutschlands
Erneuerung (Germany's Revival), pub-
lished in Buenos Aires in 1948 and re-
printed later in Switzerland. At first the
League included only 300 members, tried
velerans of the Black Front, chosen for
their financial independence, which it
was calculated would render them im-
pervious to the temptations of bribery,

WILL HE NEVER CRACK-UP ?

“What the world needs, said Mahomet
Andiev to himself, is a nut cracker that
really cracks nuts.

So. after brooding over the maiter on
the Voroshilov Collective Farm in the
Belokansky district of Russia, said a Tass
report broadcast to-day, he invented a
Stachanovite nut cracker. It cracks
1,320 pounds of nuts an hour, and in a
factory the machine replaces 120 men
who had been opening nuts in a primitive
manner.

It is all the more remarkable, said
Tas§; because Mr. Andiev is 101 years

It was 10 be a secret organisation, formed
on the basis of regional cells, whose ajm
would not be to create a numerically
large party, but to infiltrate and act as
a leaven among the nationalist parties
and associations of ex-soldiers and of
German refugees from the Siav coun-
tries, Strasser’s connection with the
League was for the present to be kept a
close secret.

Strasser and De Gaulle

One of the most interesting points
about the formation of this League was
fact that it was done with the assistance
of De Gaullist representatives. The dele-
gates for the carly meetings of militant
members would gather in the small Ger-
man frontjer village of Monschau, and
thence they would be led across into
Belgium by De Gaulle’s liaison men, so
that their meetings might be held outside
the scope of Allied security organisations.

This substantial help in the accouche-
ment of a German nationalist organisa-
tion has become more comprehensible as
De Gaulle’s plans have unfolded during
the last few vyears. De Gaulle and
Strasser are both nationalists, both be-
lieve in leadership and in the mystique
of the State. and even before the war
Strasser had established contact with
French conservative elements who now
form part of the upper stratum of the
RPF. As early as 1949 De Gaulle made
it clear that he no longer regarded a
renewed Germany, however militaristic
or nationalistic it might be. as a danger
to France; on the contrary, the real
danger lay further east, and a strong
Germany would this time act as a bul-
wark for the defence of France. This
line was further developed by De Gaulle
at the RPF Party congress last Novem-
ber, when he declared himself opposed
to a Furopean army, but .mstead
suggested starting negotiations with the
German Federal Government for _the
formation of a European confederation
in which France and Germany could
agree on the setting up of fighting forces
entitled to the same privileges and rights,
“side by side and not forced together”.
The role which Strasser might plav with-
in Germany for the furthering of such
aims is clear.

At the same time. while Strasser
accepted all the help he could get from
De Gaulle. he was too old a campaiener
to relv on cone allv. who might well be-
trav him with a chanee in the political
situation. He realised that his aim of
a Germany independent of East and West
would bave its appeal to the Communists.
whose fear of a re-armed Germany
within the Western camp made them
anxious to work with any movement
which  might be turned towards

old. A.P., 18/2/52. neutralism.

CONFERENCE organized by a

provisional “Teachers for Peace”
Commiltee, was held on 8th December,
1951, in London and attended by 250
school teachers. The great majority of
the teachers attending this conference
were genuinely concerned by the drive
towards war-mindedness which is being
put over children to-day, and also by
the cuts in the educational service
necessitated by the rearmament drive.
These cuts adversely affect schoolteachers
in State service in two ways: first, they
make the conditions of work, the large
classes, inadequate eguipment, unsuitable
premises, a permanent feature of school-
teaching and, secondly, they are a threat
to the standard of living of teachers.

It was noticeable at the conference
that a certain section of the attendance
was anxious 1o use it for aims rather
diffcrent from those of Lhe conveners.
In fact thecy were anxious to harness it
to the campaign for what has come to
be known as “Pecace” (ie., the foreign
policy of the Russian Empire). The
Commies had smelt blood!

Following this conference, local groups
of teachers were formed. ] went to one
convened in a private flat in Hampstead.
It was as 1 had feared: the table was
spread with those pamphicts which are
thought to appeal to the more timid
fellow travellers. We were invited to go
and see an *ibilhon of "Soviet Chil-
dren's ‘Toys, Books und Paintings,” to

apa Levin on "Oul of School
A . 3S.R." The brave

launting  slogans of free and
(27 cnlcrpnsc use unemp
or the same purpose. In h
, the sickness in peace-tim
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1941 when Stalin and Hitler were allies
and the Communist Party was trying to
sabotage the war against Germany. We
Anarchists were a little too old in the
tooth to fall for it then: we were against
the war, but from motives of human
solidarity and not to serve the ends of
Hitler and Stalin. We saw many sincere
Pacifists and Socialists fall for the Com-
munist line of co-operation on a broad
front which they called the ‘“People’s
Convention”. We saw the Commies lead
many prominent people by the nose in
a futile agitation for a negotiated peace,
deep bomb-proof shelters. etc., etc., and
the followers of this affair believed that
they were genuinely doing something for
Peace, instead of acting as pawns in
Stalin's game. But when war broke out
between Germany and Russia, this
People’s Convention folded up like a
pack of «cards, and all the non-
Communist supporters were denounced
by their colleagues as traitors, saboteurs,
cowards, Fascist Beasts for daring to
talk of Peace while England was at war
in alliance with the great and glorious
Red Army. | remember those Com-
munist monkcys insulting the sellers of
Peace News in Kingston market place.
*Pacifists are Fascists,” they yelled, “it's
all the same thing!” That is whal the
Pacifists got for their adventure into
fellow-travelling,

As 1 listened ta the parrot-slogans
being rattled off “for Peace” the other
night, I visualized just whai would hap-
pen if the armaments drive, which is
cating up the country’s resources, were
to bhe continued with Britain in alliance
with Russia. ‘These Commie school-
ers would be grudging every penny
schools, and they would be in

¢ forefront of those who try to de-

) e minds of the young with
ol y .. 4 hatred of the “enemy”
]

would be the Americans).
is in the latter years of the
hen they were ?creaming for
a scc*.‘ front augainst CGermany, and
hey uldq) so again. Their policy
was that everything, living standards
ﬁf‘ rights in indusiry, ecducation,
dom of speecch and opinion—all
d be sucrified to bipger and better
rman ts (o support the Red Army.

ere more warhke than the
, more intolerant of pacifism
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Teachers for Peace?

than Colonel Blimp.

At the exhibition of ““Soviet Children’s
Toys, Books and Paintings” which we
were invited to see in the interests of
“Pea;e", I'll bet there are none of those
Russian books 1 have seen which glorify
the militarism of the Red Army and
the imperialist generals of Russia’s
history.

The Communist Party is actually doing
a grave disservice to the anti-war move-
ment of this country, for whenever they
nfiltrate into a body which has genuine
pacific and anti-militarist aims, such a
body immediately becomes suspect. and
sincerc people refuse to associate with it.
Past experience has shown that it is im-
possible to co-operate with the Com-
munist Party on any issue whatsoever.
Those who do so court betrayal. The
Communists are bound to serve no other
end than the temporary expediency of
Russia's foreign policy, and they do their
utmost to gain control of every organisa-
tion they infiltraie to pervert its aims to
this end. The only realistic policy is to
refuse all offers of help, all co-operation
from the Communists, for their past
record shows (hat they contaminate
everything they touch. :

It is noleworthy that their present
activities within the “Teachers tor Peace”

movement jncludes a demand for a
censorship  on undesirable  literature
coming from America. The trashy

“Yankee Comics™ are bad cenough—but
what about the dishonest trash which
comes from Russia via the Society for
Cultural Relations with the USSR.?
How the Commics and their fellow
travellers would scream if this stufl were
subjected to censorship!

In 1939, the pacifist and anti-war
movements were subjected to overtures
from the Nazi cultural agencies. All that
was nceded was a littde more “inter-
national understanding™ they pleaded.
Those movements who turned down such
Nazi overtures flat lost nothing by so
doing; in fact they preserved their in-
tegrily in what they were struggling for.
The parallel to-day is exact. 1f the
“Teachers for Peace” movement wants
lo pursuc its aims uncontaminated by
the ulterior motives of Russia’s foreign
policy it will steer clear of Communist
influence in every way.

3
OTTO STRASSER--The Trotsky who Survived

Communist Support

Accordingly. he got into .!OUCh with
the East German President, Pieck, and in
due course he received a communication
from a certain Colonel Nicolayev of
the Soviet Military Administration in
Karlshorst, who let him know that his
co-operation in working against the
remilitarisation of Western Germany
under Western auspices would be
acceptable, [t was further offered that
important posts would be found under
the East German government for former
Strasser followers, whose status as
“victims of fascism” would render them
politically acceptable. ~ Very shortly
afterwards a certain Dr. Lothar Bolz,
who had been one of Strasser’s old dis-
ciples and had fled to Russia in }933,
emerged as a figurehead of the National
Democratic Party, which provided a
rallying point for nationalist elements in
Eastern Germany. The Russians, need-
less 10 say, were giving nothing away by

-this appointment. since Bolz had become

a Communist Party member and a
Russian citizen, and was thus completely
under the thumb of the MVD, but he
represented a link with Strasser’s East
German followers. Other former mem-
bers of the Black Front obtained. lead-
g positions in the Cultural League for
the D;mocralic Renewal of Germany, an
organisation directed by Russian officers,
which assures certain advantages in pro-
fessional life for nationalist elements
who are willing to tag along with the
Communist neutralist line.

As a final token of good will, the
Communist authorities arrested a former
follower and later enemy of Strasser, an

ex-Nazi named Franke-Grieksch, who
had worked within the expatriate
organisation of the Black Front in

Prague and Vienna and had betrayed a
number of its members to the Gestapo.
In 1934, Franke-Grieksche returned to
Germany and became an S.S. officer, and
after the war he founded an organisation
in Western Germany which combined
neo-Nazism with a pro-Russian slant. In
October, 1951, Franke-Grieksche visited
Eastern Berlin, and there he was
“arrested” as an accessory to murder,
owing to his betrayal of the Black

B¥" Continued on p. 4
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Conscious

AN understanding of the past illumin-
- ates the present, and clarifies the
future, so it is well (0 Kknow what
thought and actions determined  our
forefathers” conduct in order that we
may Jleam from their mistakes and
benefit from their discoverics and labours.
Religion has plaved an important part
in man’s gctions. and in the realms of
philosophy.  The religion of the West is
known as Christianity and our calendar
was made by the Christians so that we
count the vears from their advent. They
who were before Christ are known as the
gncients. and what the ancients set the
highest values upon the moderns spurn
as valucless. These (wo. the ancients and
the moderns have a different conception
of the truth. to vne the opatural. to the
other the intellectual. the earthly and the
heavenly. To the ancients the natural
ties of blood were the truth which thev
worshipped. but the Christian must re-
gard himself as a “stranger on Earth™,
The ancicats. by searching the world for
truth, help 1o make it a he. What is
known as the Periclean century was the
peak period of the ancients; then the
vanious schools of thought. namely the
Sophists. Socratics and the Skeptics,
worked toward the destruction of exist-
ing beliefs. The Sophists expounded the
idea: “Don’t be biuffed. use your head,
vour wil. vour mind. against evervihing.
By a well-drilled understanding you get
through the world best. and provide the
pleasantest life.” They recognise in
mind. man’s true weapon against the
_world. They lay siress on dialectical
skill: the act of disputation. Command
of language to them is a means and is
not yet the “Holy Spirii™. This. how-
ever was found wanting as there was
oothing that the wicked heart would do
that the understanding could not justify,
the free understanding serving the desires
of the vicious heart. So one must culti-
vate the heart as well as the undersiand-
ing. The phijosopher. Socrates, contends

NOTES ON

Egoism--2

that it is not enough to use the under-
standing in all things, for it is a question
of what cause we exert it for—to serve
8 good cause is esseatial,

Herein he lays the foundation of
Ethics and Morality. You must be pure-
hearted if your shrewdness is to be
valued. savs Socrates. as against the
Sophists who could find a reason for the
most vicious impulses. The first phase
of the Greek liberation of the mind was
the supremacy of the understanding, the
second was the purity of the heart. The
Skeptics did for the heart what the
Sophists had done for the understanding.
as the Sophist outlook was that the
understanding no loager stands still be-
fore anything. with the Skeptics the heart
was no longer removed by anything. In
short. what antiquity was secking was
the true enjoyment of life. as is borne
out by the view of its learncd men.
Simonides. the Greek poet. says: “Health
is the noblest good for mortal man, next
o this is beauty., the third is riches
acquired without puile. the fourth is the
enjoyment of social pleasures in the
company of voung Iriends—these are all
the good things of lite.”” Diogenes of

Sinope claimed that, “the enjoyment of
life 1s to have the least possible wants,”
and Aristipus found it in a cheery temper
in ajl circumstances. The Stoics were for
the isolated life. and the Epicureans for
the moving life. They all desired good
Iiving. especially the Jews, who sought
a long life blessed with children and
goads. and still remain to this day
children of antiquity. “The Jews™ are
set forever apart from “The Christians”,
because of their unspirituality. The true
spiritual man is one who busies himself
with thoughts. and aspires toward in-
dependence  from material things. 1o
“pure spirit” or “‘pure thought™. which
3s much the same. Thus the Christian
is urged not to depend on things. but
to live spiritually on spiritual food.

EDDIE SHAW.

OTTO STRASSER B Contioued from p. 3

Fronusts. Howcever, it was evident that
the arTest was only tactical. for the pur-
pose of pleasing Strasser. and that the
Russians had no immediale inlention of
discarding such a poteatially useful tool
as Frapke-Gricksche. A month after-
wards he sen! his mother-in-law a large
sum of money from the Russian zone,
and the latest news of him is thalt he
has been entrusted with tasks in the Far
East conveniently far from the scene of
his past betraymls.

Through the lLeague for Germany's
‘Revival, Strasser maintained contact with
peutralist and pro-Soviet groups in the
h'.slern zone. Bu! he svon realised that
‘this might endanger his alternative plan
of rising to influence through Allied
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channels. and in October there took
place a split between his two confidants
in the League. This organisation had
now come into the open. and in Septem-
ber last, Bruno Fricke, the head of
its branch in Hanover and the most
influential member in northern Germany,
issued a statement (reported to have
been made at Strasser's instigation), in
which he nominally resigned from the
League and dissociated himself from
Strasser. on the grounds that former
members of the VVN (a pro-Communist
organisation of Victims of Nazism) had
been put into leading positicns in the
League. and that Strasser had ignored
his protests. Waldemar Wadsack im-
mediately denied these slatements, and
countered with a published accusation,
which had some basis in fact, that it
it was Fricke who had established con-
tact with the pro-Russian elements and
had also associated with Dr. Gerecke's
neo-fascist Germany Social Party. Thus
there emerged two factions, one officially
supported by Strasser himself and led
bv Wadsack. which leaned towards the
West. and the other. nominally denied
by Strasser and headed by Fricke, which
continued its neutralist associations.
There were clearly mapy advantages In
having two associations which could
follow opposing policies. .

Intrigue and ‘‘Radieal Nationalism®’

Wadsack’s siatement immediately paid
by arousing an interest in Bonn. where
cerlain elements were anxious to find an
orgunisation which could organise the
German ex-soldicrs into an efficient force
to counter the rising oeutralist power
of the Socialist Party under Karl
Schumacher.

On lfe “18h Mgy, last, Prince zu
schocnaich-Carolath rang up Wadsack
1 « deral ancellory, asking
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QOMEHOW [ think George Woodcock's

criticism of determinists should not
not go unanswered. He makes the all-
too-common confusion between  deter-
minism and pre-determinism. The former
means oanly that every event we know
has its sequences and conditions—it is
not cntirely unrefated to every other
evenl. The latter implies that one factor
or group of factors control in a tyran-
nical fashion all the rest. One has only
To refer to the list of works published
by Freedom Press to see that they act
on the principle that they can condition
some people’s activities—otherwise there
would be no sense in such publications.
Indecd. why write at all if ope canpot
have any effect on anybody else?

The science of ccology, dealing with
boll} animals and plants in their varying
environments shows clearly that human
and other forms of life are unthinkable
without a determinist background. 1 cer-
tainly choose during my lifetime, but
such choice cannot over-ride conditions
as Woodcock seems to imply it can. [
personally know of no determinist who
says that emergence does not take place.
Surely every fresh combination gives
rise to qualities that are not present In
the individual factors. As regards tyrants
and determinism. I would point out that
a ceniral doctrine of the Roman Catholic
Church is that of free-will which implies
non-causation or indeterminism — one
cannot have it both ways. Either things
are determined or not. In the latter case
science and indepd all culture is
impossible.

Guernsey. BERT SMITH.

N his article (FrReepoM, 29/3/52),

Georgé Woodcock stresses Malatesta’s
“indication of the illogicality of Kropot-
kin's notion of mechanistic determinism™;
then he states that “it is possible to prove
it (mechanistic determinism) logically
without a hitch.” Despite his intentions,
he is indeed “wallowing deeper into the
metaphysical mire™. The result is such
meaningless phrases as ‘“human logic
cannot grasp,” “it is sounder to accept
how we act rather than how we think.”
“the Will . .. a partially independent and
free faculty,” “pragmatic logic _of
actions.” ‘“intellectual logic of inevita-

bility,” “pressure of events bearing down
men's wills.”

The answer to bad reasoning is good
reasoning. not an attack on logic.
Systems of logic may have weaknesses
but criticism of them must itself be
purely logical: the “light of actual life”
does not shine in this direction.

A much stronger ease for solipsism can
be put forward than Mr, Woodcock dses.
but it is not “logically irrefutabie™; nor
s the case for mechanistic determinism.
“which is based on a misundetstanding of
the nature of scientific investigation. and
s not valid even in the field of physical
phenomena unaffected by human actions.
Certainly. “the chain ol cause and effect
ts efidless and inevitable,” if this means
no more than “men will always inter-

et events in terms of cause and cﬁe_c(,"

ut that is not mechanistic determinism.

iw

A few days later an indiscretion on
the part of one of the delegates allowed
the news of the congress to reach the
press. and a report was published in a
number of dailv papers. No denial was
immediately issued by Bonn, but on the
7th August a rather ambiguous AP
message quoled the usual “Authoritative
political circles” as saying there was no
reason for explanation.

Meanwhile, owing partly to Wadsack's
statement that Strasser would remain in
the “Constructive Opposition” and
partly, no doubt, to the unwelcome pub-
licity, Feuchtner's employers did nothing
further in the way of communicating
with Wadsack. The latter became im-
patient and began to ask for claritication.

nivally, in Seplember, State Secretary
Lenz wrole 1o him saying that he
iad pwen Feuchiner ne commission to
cak on his bhehalf or to act as his
Tt ntalve at Ihe Stuttgart conference.
Hul when o full report ol the aflair was

Mr. Woodcock's own criticisms are in-
valid. It is not necessary to examine
closely the meaning of the ‘slatement that
“each combination in the chain of cause
and effect has a quality of its own . . .":
determinists could still argue that the
emergence and nature of this quality are
still determined by previous *“combina-
tions in the chain.” Postulating an
“emergent quality,” Will, “which oper-
ates in the process of choice .. ." is
question-begging: to assert “Will" s
merely to deny “mechanistic determin-
1sm,

The final part of the article is a con-
fusion of false and meaningless state-
ments. Knowledge of the universe is
continually growing. and the process of
growth can never be completed. but this
is not to say that “there are some parts
(aspects?) of the universe which will
always remain in the shadow™: the dif-
ference is that between “there will alwavs
be things which men do not understand™
and “there are things which men will
never understand.” Human upderstand-
ing not human logic, “‘grasp mysteries,”
and every mystery can be solved. for what
men can never understand can never
mystify them. Where there can be no
answer there can be no question;
and every significant question can be
answered. now or in the future.

One final observation: freedom and
responsibility are dependent on, and
proportional to. knowledge and under-
standing. The doctor is responsible for
the health of his patients, the teacher for
the characters of his pupils, the parent
for the actions of his children. As anar-
chists, we regard the politician as more
responsible than the average citizen for
the state of society, because he knows
political corruption at first hand; yet
insofar as the anarchist claims superior
understanding of the forces operating
within society, his responsibility is even
greater than that of the politician. who is
often the puppet of forces he dges not
understand. How many comrades and
svmpathisers are accepting this heavy
burden; how many are shirking their
duty and passively awaiting events?
Swansea, Mar. 29. P. L. Lews.

MANKIND

FREEDOM

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
DETERMINISM

GREECE

T NOTICE that in your report cons

cerning Greece. you state emphatically
that the Communists. supplied by Russia.
attempted 10 scize power. From per-
sonal experience in Athens during 1946,
1 believe this is a gross exaggeration.

Do you not realise that the present
Greek Government would consider the
Liberal Party here Communist?

Also it seems to me that once you
admit the necessity for the use of vio-
lence, where the arms come from is an
academic point. By taking up a hovering
position on this fundamental principle,
FREEDOM is trying to have it both ways.

Harwich. L. WARREN.

[There seems no reason to think that
Russian policy towards resistance move-
ments—dominating them with a view to
seizing state power—was any different
in Greece than in any other formerly
German-occupied territory.

It is clear from figures given in our
article that we are well aware of the
nature of the present Greek Government.
Our correspondent seems to think (3
common error) that hostile criticistn of
Communist Parties and their tactics
implies some kind of moral support for
the reactionary elements who tend to be
American puppets.

The question raised in our correspond
ent’s last paragraph is much too large to
be discussed here. We are not pacifist
but to regard the source of arms (an
the conditions attached to their suppl
as academic. seems to us appalling
dangerous. [t disregards the clear teach
ings of the Spanish Revolution, and
the fate of all the resistance movement
during the war.—ED.]

“MEETINGS
ANNOUNCE

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP
OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Every Sunday ar 3.30 p.m.
TOWER HILL
Every Friday at 12.45 p.m.
MANETTE STREET
(by Foyle's, Charing Cross Road)
Every Sarurday ar 4.30 p.m.
INDOOR MEETINGS

at the

1S ONE

Selections from
FREEDOM.
Volume 1. 1951

This volume contains 120
articles which were published
in FREEDOM during 1951, and
is the first of similar volumes
to be published annually.

.

240 pages 6” x 8. paper 7 6+
A few cloth bound volumes at 10/6
«This Edition is available at
present to readers of FREEDOM
at the special price of Five
Shillings (postage 6d.) (U.S.A.
readers 1.00 dollar post free).
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LAW—NOT JUSTICE

A newly-arrived traveller at Paddington
hatled a taxi. ‘“Please drive me to the
courts of justice.” he told the driver.”
“Never heard of them, sir,” replied the
driver, “What, you've nmever heard of
the courts of justice,” *No. sir, never
heard of any courts of justice.” “You
are a Londoner?” ‘“Yes, sit.™ “Then,
surely vou know your way to the Law
Courts?” *“Oh, it's the Law Courts you
want, is 2" 1 know where ey are;
why didn’t vou say so before? The Law
Courts arc in the Strand. bul courts of
justice—never heard of them!™

—The Freethinker, 233732,

Special Appeal

| Every Sunday ar 7.30 p.m.

PORCUPINE, Charing Cross Rd.
(next Leicester Sq. Underground
Starion)

MEETINGS SUSPENDED
TEMPORARILY

(looking for new premises—
watch for new announcement)

NORTH-EAST LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS
IN BEAST HAM

l Alternate Wednesdays

ar 7.30

Bnquiries ¢/0 Freedom Press
APRIL 16—Peter Green
SYNDICALISTS IN THE TRADE
UNIONS

APRIL 30—Mary Canipa

THE PROBLEM OF FREEDOM

WEST LONDON
A Group has been formed in West
London and any comrades interested
in working with it are invited to
contact—

C. Brasnett, 79 Warwick Ave, W.9

LIVERPOOL
DISCUSSION MEETINGS at
(01 Upper Parliament Strect,
Liverpool, 8
Every Sunday at § p.m.

GLASGOW
INDOOR MEETINGS at
Central Halls, Bath Street
Every Sunday ar 7 p.n.
OQUTDOOR MEETINGS
Beyvin agamn at
MAXWELL STREET
Sunday, 20th April ar 7 pau.,
With John GatIney, Frank lLeech,
Jane Strachan, Eddie Shaw
Prank Carlin

MIDDLESBROUGH

Anyone interested 3 forming a group
in this area 5 asked to communicate
with D. C. Wuson, 3 Norman Tercace,
South Bank, Middlesborough.

published in the Diewich: Woche on the

abec, B was pot denied, and it

ran that certain elemenis in

oot coand  passibty  sull oare -

O an opporiuntty st
thete purpases.

i 0s clearly impassibic in the present
] uation 10 wake nny
v the  immedite

March 12th to April Ist;

Glasgows R.L. 174 London: Anan 2%:
Londsn: AN, 49 Lendan: L. (per V.R)
10/ - London: W.5. 2.°6: Bolton: RT.S, 2 /4.
London: Anon &4 London: J.PBY 4 .
York: M.A.A* 10.2: Minneapolis: MA 4 ..
Ausen® 276 London: W.P.C. 2:4: London:
M.C. 2 6 Sheffisld: P.C.O. 475 Didsbury:
R.F.1. 2/6: Edinburgh: T.RM. | 3: Llanelly:
LW. 27: London: Aaan* 2/6: Glasgow:

o

— ——
FREEDOM
The Anarchist Weekly

Poatal Subseription Rutes l

| ties in-
. um:ﬁ:é:ﬁﬁ '::r AMR* 47: Cambridge: CLD* g,.. 12 months 17/= {U.S.A. $3.00)
many unpredict- | Denver: RB*  £2/13/0:  Johannesburq: & months 876 |U.S.A. $1.50)
e . Anen £l London LG W * 5, = 3 months 4/6 (U.S.A. $0.75)

fact that a
Special Subscription Rates for 2 copies

should N
dhs- Lo Total 716 2 12 months 27/- (U.S.A. $4.50)
[ - Previously acknowledged 137 13 4 & months 13/6 (U.S.A. $2.25)

B Chaques, P.O.'s and Monsy Ordaers should
... k145 9 4 |be mads out to FREEDOM PRESS, er
. a/c Payss, and addressed to the publishers

FREEDOM PRESS
27 Red Lion Street

London, W.C.I England
Tel.: Chancery 8354

1952 TOTAL TO DATE

$ OF BOOKS : Cinderford: T.W.5.-
d: MK, h’.don: V.R.: London: A M.-

=




