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E ANARCHIST

eedom

W E E KLY

“I wish men to be free—as
much from mobs as ijt

—from you as me.”

—BYRON
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Threepence

lifference tp the people who are
dtalford Cripps, which has fallen
pnly the voke of government itself.

Churchill’s speech nearly
pty of content. He expanded
lich of his timg alternating be-
n declarations to the effect that
85 was no ume for political brawl-
8. thit he wished to make no party

was

ital, etc., etc., and -complaints
t the legacy of six years of
beinlist misrule. The rest was a
poital of difficulties and anxieties

to prepare the way for

and the sense of crisis.
No Méntion of Re-armament

absent from his speech
¢ tO re-armament as an

tor, or even as a direct

et it is obvious that the rise

ost of living, as well as such
the Z-call up, are direclly

the increasing switch-over 10
On the other hand,

=nt s itsell a resont of
faced with dimin-

oves ] Dwindling

¢ ments production,
to increasing poverty in the
cost of living in
| not offsei at all) by
All this 1s nothing new

Crisis Again

The other aspect of Churchill's
Father Christmas speech is the reiterated

1950, the

senge of s18. References 1o
Batile of Brimin talk of “saving the
world in peac we did in war", and
a0 yer ereate that impression
that we are living 1o a enucal moment
ol bislos when onl such and such
measures (inevitul unpleasant  and
“strong”) will serve 10 tide ps—and the
world —over

ln such & crisd wsphere nothing of
perin m Every-
thing has give way 1o the needs ol
the howr The future ha cAIMEDCE
beyond the mmediate (o-Mormow No
long tlerm endeavour can be envisaged,
no careful laying of plans 4 pro
gramme of work is possibis

The wrouble s thal life
time of mos of us | penil in
these recurrent and jostling cri Adter
the 1918 peace th werg  wodospread
girikes in ir ( i povarty on the
Jand culminating in the 1926 genera
sirike By 1929 Ih COnMIE crisls of
the capitalisi world had sel in with sue-
ceeding years of  unemployment and
povert Then the poiical ¢ s abwoad

Nazwm, the Spanish War, the cvenls
leading 10 Mumich and the recent was
wll 1.|',|..-|.... ed b re-frmament, cvery

few muonths a [res

The Waste of Dass, of Lifetimes

Alver all ol lechades of inoreased
productivity, the worker still haw 10 work

TO OUR BREADEKRS
0O ensure (hat this issue of Frie.
F poM  shoald uppear on  the
usunl day of publicetion, & consicer-
able proportion of the material hud

s

10 be wnlten by December 20th, 4s

12 establishments closed  from
sc. 21st 1o Zh.  This by way of
explunation for the omission ol

topicd! items which readers might
have expected to find dealt with in
this issue,-- EDiTons

It used to be Biocod, Sweat and Tears.

Austerily Churchill

NE may perhaps speculate on why Churchill chose the Christmas

party broadcast for uttering his words of foreboding?
Food Minitser made his announcement that food would be dearer at the
game season. It seems a Jikely answer that the Christmas spirit is to soften
hat muy be some hard biows for the people of this country.® Churchill
imsell said that “the differences between parties in this island are not so
@t as u foreigner might think by listening to our abuse of one another”.
FEDOM has often declared that changes in party rule make very little

Why the

ruled. The austere mantle of Sir
on Winston Churchill’s shoulders is

harder, still remains poor. WNeither for
himself nor for his children is there the
prospect of relaxation.
might remember

In passing, one
that for the Russian

Now it’s

worker also, “socialism™ is always just
round the corner, after the next crisis:
meanwhile the belt still has 10 be
tightened.

One may also remark that for poli-

. licians at the top, the policy-making

level, crises and austerity arc things to
talk about and offer to the workers. For
the Churchill’s there is no austerity. Culs
in this or that, even voluntary salary
cuts, mean nothing at all.

Churchill or Cripps, it is still the drab,
meaningless world of government and
nation states, of markets and politics.
The real world of men and women and
work and social warmth'is increasingly
squeezed out, becomes increasingly a
“Utopian™ vision.

LET OFF

AFTER THREE MEN DIE <

FOLLOWlNG the deaths of two fire-

meén at a blaze in the City of
London last Friday, all charges against
London firemen arising from their recent
boycott have been withdrawn. (See Free-
DoOM, 22/12/51.)

The fire, at a warchouse, was one of
the biggest the City has scen since war-
time, and the Firz Brigades from inner
London had to be reinforced and rested
by Brigades from the Home Counties
Casualties were caused when a huge wall
collapsed, and besides the two who died
on Friday, a third fireman died on
Sunday, and several were very badly
injur

The three who were killed were all
involved in the boycott and were on
charges due to appear before a dis-
ciplinary commiittee,

On Saturday, the London County Coun-
cil announced that the charges, wh_lch
affected 1,500 firemen, would be with-
drawn “in recognition of outstanding
devotion to duty” by the men at the

fire. Stoppages of pay would be can-
celled, and the indiscipline of the fire-
men in daring to  boycolt “spit-and-
polish” in accord with their union’s
instructions, would be quietly forgotten.
But it should never be forgotien that
during their demonstration, the men
stood by to deal with just such emer-
gencies as they had to face last Friday;
that many of them were suspended !
even ejecied by the police, so that had
the emergency arisen then, there would
not have been sufficient men to deal with
it, and that in at least one provincial
station a suspended man who west out
to deal with a fire was told by his chief
officer that, since he was suspended, he
was not considered as being insured.” |
What hypocrisy lies behind this with-
drawal of charges after men have lost
their lives! The fire authorities knew
perfectly well that at every fire of any
size, firemen risk their lives. Always
have done. and were prepared te do it
even while suffering under the grievances
of broken promises, insufficient wage

The National Coal Board, officially
jubilant, proudly announced to-day
that more coal had been raised in the
penultimate weeck before Christmas
than in any one week since June,
1940, a period when the miners,
stimulated by the evacuation of Dun-
kirk, established records which stand
to this day.

The Boards provisional figures for last
week also show that the miners have
to dig another 8,855,000 tons of coal
by the end of the year to reach their
target—224,000,000—tons for 1951,
In 1950 they raised 216,311,900 tons.

Last week's oulput was 4,909,300 tons
(175,000 more than the week before
and 142,000 more than in the same
week lasl year), and deep-mined out-

sccpunted  for 4,708,000 tons

(184,000 up on the previous week and

136,000 up on a year ago). This made

the towl saleable output of coal for

the first fifty weeks of this year

215,144,700 tons compared with

209,452,600 tons in the first fifty weeks

of 1950,

—Manchester Guardian., 19/12/51.

L s
THANKS 1o & combination of factors,
which include the—so far—mild
weather, Britain will not be faced with

a fuel cnsis this winter.

The most important factor was the
effori and the grief of the mining com-
munilies—ihe huddled villages in black
and grey, set in bleak landscapes domin-
ated by slag-heaps—the and
back-bone of industrial life

Five and a hualf days and nighis out
of every seven, iron-shod men claltes
out of their grey houses, down cobbled
stieets, clamber on to rattling trams and
go down into the darkness

ufl

©ence

Not all the time though, Every day
of the year, in sn average of 23,000
munery’ bhomes, a man from the pit 18
resling aflter an  wocident. In other

homes, the women are wearing black.

And from ihe Inguiry recently held
on the Creswell disaster, we can see why
they are wearning black Because In
Britain’s munes in 1951, production is
mive umportant than safely

The Creswell disasier need nover have
hiappencd. Elghty miners need nol have
chiked 10 death M men who knew their
jobs had been listened o, i § conveyor

bell hisd bees stopped for an hour o

twi, o mopdofamunaide belting  had
been used from the slant, M—well, |
poduct Wele M maie  lmportant
than safety

Ihe Creswell Inguiry proved o bé a
melancholy record of smpll | defeets;
mething was  overliwdked here, some
Hung elw monuscd on there, B i i
ineficlency  soamewhise  elie Sanall
things i theatiselves, but adided together
thay wpolt dhisanier

Thiat duader was coused by lom
belting blocking wp o chote  Within
minwtes  the  friction had started 0t

smogidenrmg. in aoother Tew minutes It
had burst i fames.  Bocatise of the
systamn of yentllation, » strong ale cur-
rent faomed the Hames and blew (he
the fumes from the burning rubber along
the only ewape soule open 16 the
miners—ihe  “up™ chimney thrg

which wsed ale ¢scaped from (he mine,

Pyt the n':;:‘m 1zh' m.ﬁ the

and fumes blowing past them at near-
gale force,

When the fire first began, it was
thought it could be easily controlled. But
the terrific speed with which the cotton-
backed belting burst into flames, fanned
by the strength of the air-current, pro-
duced a major fire' in next to no tume.
Because it was thought to be easily
controllable, however, the men were not
called to make their getaway as early
as they should. They staved at work
until it was too late.

The fire was not discovered by the
conveyor-belt attendant, and was there-

E:oal Board Jubilant at Record Output, but this is
The Price of Coal Production

run in order that the coal should not
be lost. :

The next day that belt piled up and
burst into flames.

We have already referred in FREEDOM
to the increased death from dust-
diseases which are resulting from” more
intensive mechanisation in coal-mines,
and also to new techniques for extracting

coal by water-pressure which would
eliminate those diseases. and indeed
reduce underground work 1o a tiny

ZZ Continued on p. 4

awards and high-handed disciplinary
punishments.
Throughout the whole conduct of

the dispute, the restraint and responsi-
bility shown by the firemen has con-
trasted very much to their credit with
the bumbling authority of their
“superiors’.

Undoubtedly the tragedy in the City
was seized upon with a sense of relief
by the LC.C. 1o give them the excuse
they needed not to press on  with
punishments which were obviously un-
popular with the public and ca
more and more bitterness within the Fire
Service.

Provincial authorities have followed this.
lead. The deaths of three firemen have
saved the face of Fire Committees and
Fire Chiefs up and down the country.
Authority, it seems, must have its sacri~
fices—one way or another.

P.s.

fore well under way before being spotted.
The attendant was a casualty from a
previous accident—a *“compo" case,
drawing compensation for partial dis-
ablement. He was not able 1o do much
to fight the fire when it was discovered

Water was not available for use
against the flames owing to a defect in
the surface pump—undetected until the
pump was needed. :

There were no respirators available
for the trapped men. Had there been,
thev might have been able to pass
safely through the fumes.

Creswell was—still is—regarded as a
model pit. lIts fire-fighting eguipment
and safety devices were superior to the
majority of other pits It was a
“happy™ pit, with confidence and
harmony between management and men.
But its very efficiency was its undoing

Its. modern machinery created more
dust. Ms modern conveyor-belt was the
cause of the fire.. lts efficient ventilation
sysiem fed the flames with oxygen and

the men with smoke. Its supposed
sitfety made them over-confident and
slow 1o try 10 escape.

Since the disasier, all the loopholes
are being stopped, all the defects cor-
rected.  Fire-proof belting (until the dis-
aster, considered an extravagant and
impractical luxury!), thermostalic waler
sprays and sulomatic swilch-off gear are
now being installed. Regular patrolling

of the long conveyors is now carried
out; the telephone, which was al the
fool of the return shafl (whgre the

operalor was overcome with fumes) has
now been shifted 1o the intake shaft,
und Kiaxon horns and phone extensions
have been filled to reach every part of
the pit immediaiely

Thus, at Creswell, Turther precautions
are being iaken afier the dismster. For
elghty fumilies, they are too late.

Fint pearly 50 years, farsighted min
engineers have beon advocaling that ea
pu should have two air-intake shafis, so
that o coe w cul off, the other can be
ueed as an ewape ropte, fonding the
escaping men with fresh air instead of
foul.  As a result of the Creswsll -
wster, the NCH. has lwied a statul
order that, us from January 1, 1
new :I,-u‘rnd mhu'w furthes o
mend of an ex must have a
second main air | -

The Creswell disaster, 1w
vt imerely o eoincidence of |

Vishinsky Accuses U.S. of using
“SPIES AND ANARCHISTS”

THE disguises in which Anarchists

have been discovered by press and
politicians are too many to enumerate.
They range from unwashed, bewhiskered,
black hatted and cloaked conspirators
carrying smoking bombs, to pin-stripe
trousered individuals who vote Con-
servative. Ta this unsolicited list of
testimonials has been added ver another.
Only last week at a meeting of the
United Nations Political Committee in
which the United States’ allocation of
$100 million for encouraging subversive
activitias against Communist Europe was
put forward by Russia as “an aggressive
act and interference in the internal
affairs of ather States”. Mr. Vishinsky
said thar spies and anarchists were being
dropped in Bryansk Forest “in the hope
that they will escape attention and be
able 1o corrode the conscience of our
people™. We have confirmed by reference
to many sourcex thar Mr. Vighingky
spoke of “spies und anarghisis™. Imagine
our surprise, therefore, 1o nowe rhar the
Daily Worker report of the speech omirs
the word “amarchists™. Now thiz Iy very
serious and we strongly urge Mr, Pollin
to look into this maorer. Obviowsly,
there’s an  anarchist among the Daily
Worket's sub-editors, they are 3o
clever these onarchiss in dixguising them-
selves thin he will not bo easy to find.
However, we Mr. Polline srares
by xorting out_all the pin-striped em-
i im the Dally Worker office and

thiy with a
h' dovsu’t reveal who

ped into Russian territory:-What induced
him to make the distinction between
“spies” and “aenarchists”? Why not
Trotskyites or Socialists What was the
role of the “anarchists” as opposed 1o
that of the “spies”’ The answer may be
a very simple one. That Mr. Vishinsky
was just using the rerm “anarchists™ as
all politicians do, 10 describe the lowest
kind of vermin. Bur o our mind there
is something more xignificant, and from
our point of view. interesting, in this
curious reference. After all, r.
richi kv should know ¥ Lx‘m_
anarchizm, and for this reason he knows
very well thar the only real ulternatil
o tolalitarianism is not “de racy' or
even a fourth or fifth Internari y but
“anarchism”. What better way of back-
ening the good name of anmarchists and
anarchism than the suggestion that they
have copitwlated and are the agents of
{merican  Impovialisom. It may be
polnted out thar if that were the cave
then surely the Daily Worker wosld
made a point of including “ana 13
with the parachured “spiex”. We cant
enswer thix by suggesting that Mr, |
Vishinsky's remarks  were ally §
meant for home comsumprion, [t 4
be lnteresting to see what pros
glven 10 the staresment in the

T

-
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a rev, of amarce deay in Russia
ey | v be dald e
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really  siff|about the Jnmﬂ régime in Russia,
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Communities in Relation to Society--3

what seems to.me (o be the ideal min

propagandn; and it is (ar better that
there should be one sound and efficient
gommunity which could serve as a model
for others and an example to society in
general, than twenty sickly and ill-
conceived experiments,

Let us suppose, then, that a wealthy
philanthropist has come forward with an
offer finance a community of, say,
twenty people Or. since such philan-

* thropists are so rare. let us suppose that
some !Wl\[llk‘m- enthusiast wishes 1o start

[0

a community of the same size. How
should he J\Iu._'.‘r.‘1.| ' First of all, he musi
find the potential members And this

is not a matter that should be under-
taken either in a hurry or sentimentally,

The whole future of the community will
of

depend upon the careful selection

these people. They are its foundations,
and if they are unsuited to bear the
strains, the community will fall whether
it becomes prosperous or nol, These
founder-members must be chosen with
the care one would use in choosing
Fll‘lt‘l‘lil'\{‘rs fﬂr b1 ["\"illf or n ||||.||,1:|I.'lim'|.‘1'-
ing expedition. There will be no place
for passengers and no room for dear
old so-and-so who is such a good-

hearted fellow—unless he also has other
qualifications,

My own view is that a society should
be formed for the purpose of discussing
and planning the community, and that
at least six months and preferably a year
should pass before the final selection is
made from the mambers of this society.
This would have two advantages. It
would ensure moral backing and a fund
of lively interest and discussion: and it
would enable the prospective members
of the community to bacome fairly well-
juginted with one snother before they
hegan the difficult task of living together.
Thev will have to be chosen as much
for their abilityv to get on with one
another as for their experience in the
work to be undertaken—which 1 am
presuming will be agricultural, Other
mattere will also have to be considered :
in the case of married couples, it will
be necessary Lo decide how many chil-

satisfying to their members; they are had

wm for  success, You ma | J
oty tho U may SR R i basls of the community (s going 1o
o rnrm;nm wi nrul ;1.-|\I|ri}.. any attention be—whether ench membe -I'h' o pul i
tn such proposals as these, and it may e mber o l
jurn out to  be “““"'f}‘k‘l_\' successtul. Il‘l; !::{tﬁﬂl;:in; it nln nlu.-linnn‘lumf;lw basis,
On the other hand, it may become © I cach  shall contribute an
nother  dismal failure or a creeping 11"“' share and retain any surplus, or
invatlid only kept alive by the contribu- “"J“’; '_hl_’ contribution shall be up-
ions of friends. It seems to me that C9uR! shares on a co-operative basis, If
the community movement cannot afford Ihr.'““" Rystem. 18 }“I"I"'—"l it may lead
these wrecks.  They are not only un- 1o Jenlousies and dissensions, and may

: v eopardise the community if a member

with a substantial number of shares
should decide to withdraw; whereas the
communistic basis is more or less a
gunrantee of good faith. Some decisions
must plsa be made regarding withdrawal

whether those who may wish to leave
shall be repaid their original contribu-
tion or whether they shall have no right
to any money at nll, or whether the com-

munity will give them whatever il can
afford at the time. All these matlers
and many others will have to be dis-

cussed and worked out by the society
as n whole,

I'n this preliminary period, also, it will
probably he necessary (o raise money,
Five vears ngo il was estimated that £700
per head was essentinl to give n com-
munity a fair start: the sum would now
presumably be about a thousand pounds.
When the financial position of the pro-
posed founders has been examined, it
will probably also be found wanting; and
somehow the exira money will have to
he obtained, All that remains (o be
done after this is to buy good land—
as the first consideration—and if pos-
sible, land with adequale accommoda-
tion. The question of accommodation is
important.  Small cottages or bungalows
are to be recommended for reasons
mentioned in the first part of this paper.
They offer privacy and relaxation which
cannot be found in a single large build-
ing. Privacy and relaxation are essential
to the proper enjoyment of that leisure
which must be provided as soon as pos-
sible in anv community that hopes to
survive, Without privacy and leisure
members  will inevitably get on one
another's nerves:; but with privacy and
leisure they will come to their work
refreshed and replenished.

society must also decide what the finan-

KNOW that it is only (00 €asy to  dren the community can afford 1o gup-  may not even be necessary 0 have any  that meals arv; calen i OO MIINEISEIh
make theoretical and academic sug-  port in ity enrly days—not that one or ‘wrilten rules, thongh many communitics I'.,“ lh; ‘-‘nsglq m.:Iny single_men would neither of tl :
gestions for any type of organisation, two children will cost a_ great deal in  in the past have shown the advisability —be advisable; and even in the case | oreg upon as m
and only too difficult to work them out  maintenance; but they will cost a con- of n written contract concerning the of m.l(rlcd‘ couples might _Prove s ponid they Gike SRt
in proctice; but 1 would hke 10 end this  siderable amount of time and patience original  financial transaction belween ‘-"-""“","”cm' in Ja our and money &3 to otherwise, when the
paper by making some proposals of this i they are to be given a decent life. members, especially if they have come nutwclgl'_l_ any. disidvantages). Meals for eltjoy.-ng them, as it s
sort. In making them, | am; sctting out During this preliminary period, the  'P&ether on a share basis. If there is no .';h‘;"'.d‘ * p?;l:lcf'lm “::::mﬁlcaffanltl:?' munity is to justify its exi
1 L i A 3 X - st 1S : [ = - - a3 i
written contract, difficulties may arise if and cven wi A 8 Y ]? will be a tendency to look a ;

members wish to leave, and if they have
angry reasons for leaving, they may take
For new members
there should be a probationary period of
at least three months: and some decision
regnrd to
exclusion of anyone
undesirable,

the malter to court,

will have to be made with
the expulsion or
who is later found 1o be
though such a decision need not neces-
sarily be made in advance, If any other
rules and regulations are made the
should be designed to permit of as muc
individuality as is consistent with social
cohesion and well-being.

In the organisation of work, one¢ or
more members should be set aside for
whole-time domestic duties, so that those
who are working on the land will not
have to cook and clean as well; but
there is no reason why these jobs should
not be interchangeable. In (act, the
grealer the variety of work that cian be
provided in this manner, so long as it
15 consistent with efliciency, the better.
It will help to prevent monotony, and
it will give the members of the com-
munity a versatility that will be valuable
in a crisis, The only person whom
would feel disinclined to move from one
job to another unless he or she needed
an occasional change, would be a good
cook. (This, of course, is presuming

CADEMIC psychology  which

denies the reality of will power
is a fraud on the facts of life.
Men of great will and humanity
give their energies and resources to
the building of preat wuniversities,
and then small-minded theorists
who probably couldn't even start
hand-laundry  successfuly by

a
themselves, take up chairs of
academic authority and proclaim

that the will is a fiement, and what
is worse, get other people to believe
them.

comes naturally and is not affected,
meals—or at least the main meal of the
day—are eaten in common, the place in
which they are caten will also provide
a room for the community meelings at
which everyone should be present. Such
meetings should be held at least once a
week in order that everything concern-
ing the welfare of the communily may
be frankly discussed. I believe it would
be worth trying the experiment of en-
couraging members to air their personal
grievances, one against another. in this
They might then be found to

meeting.
be much less burdensome than they
might if they were suppressed. But

unless such an interchange of feelings
were delicately handled, it could become
intolerable, and if, after a trial run of
about a month, the meeting degenerated
into a kind of Oxford Group, the ex-
periment would have to be suspended.
But quite apart from this tentative sug-
gestion, the weekly meeting has been
proved by past experience to be essen-
tial. It helps to knit the community
together and takes the place, to a certain
extent, of the religious or political
ritnals of societies founded upon such
principles—though it is to be hoped that
these meetings will not resemble in any
other way ecither a church service or a
party caucus. More frequent meetings
for purely technical purposes—planning
the next day's work or whatever it may
be—could be arranged by the persons
responsible, or might occur informally.

urbanity and
good humour,
ness to co-operate and a sensilivi
the moods of others, is far more
able than an overdose of broi

I have taken it for granted
main object of this supposed comm
will have been achieved if it c
an agricultural en!e_r.gmg that
regarded with respect by its neighb
and this not because it is merely
efficient than similar undert
also bec:eu.uu:h it will provide
fying life than I§ by most
T’hisg is the soundest propaganda
community could make oy
half: but in order that it may
this. it must establish good rela
its neighbours. There is a larg
of goodwill qmong_st country people
a long tradition of mutual aid am
who work on th[e land.wc’li':ga is

at such people appreciate more (
;Eiil and hzrd work provided that
qualities are not marred by a
or a stand-offish attitude; and
can be shown that skill and i
need not imply drudgery or the:

These, it seems to me, are the essen-
tials; but it is also essential to have a
just conception of relative values.
Someone, in 1940, writing on communi-
ties, said that *“community life needs
men and women fo whom food. dress
and sex are secondary incidents in life,
not primary preoccupations™. This is a
view with which ! cannot agree. Food
and sex, in particular, are two of the
main driving forces and two of the
greatest joys of mankind. While there is
no reason why we should be constantly
preoccupied with them, 1 would regard
anyone who looked upon them in a
Spartan manner as someone potentially

I do not propose to go into all the
intricacies of organisation, Some general
idea of this organisation ought to exist
before the community actually starts
work, but the details will have to be
designed on the spot to meet the con-
ditions that are found to exisl. As few
rules and regulations as possible should
be made, and until the community beging
to grow and strangers are taken on, it

HIS is not an uncommon guestion on

the part of those individuals who
have passed beyond asserting the in-
evitable chaos that the establishment of
anarchy calls up in the 'mind still
possessed of the cruder prejudices of
governmentalism, Sometimes the im-
plication 15 that anarchy is no more
than & *free” democracy (see G. Bernard
Shaw). Yet the question is a bad one,
since an anarchist society is by definition
a “non-rule” society, i.e., n society where
there is no rule, neither by the majority
nor by the minority. A society wherein
the rule of man over that social
relationship in which a group of men
1ake, or have given to them, the power
o compel others into obedience (o their
will—has been replaced by mutual agree-
ment and voluntary co-operalion between
man and man, communily and com-
munity, and their free association for the
satisfaction of common needs,

If we bear this in mind, the question
assumes & different aspect as il can now
be 1aken as haviog reference, not (o the
methods of rule (obviously an absurdity
under anarchy) but to the methods
whereby decisions are taken.

During the carly days of the anarchist
movement in Britain this issue was the
subject of guite extensive discussion and
the general tendency was lowards
unanimity  (the true allernative o
majority decision—not minority decision,
as was asserted by Wilblam Morris in
his polemic with the anarchists of the
Socialist League) Two examples which
were often cited as proof of the worka-
bility of this method were the English
Jury, and the Russian peasant’s mir
(common assombly). Howeyer, the istue
scems Lo ha\fl? fallen into obscurity, and,

under the influence of syndicalism,
majority decision seems 10 Law heen

:‘ti::ial:sicdn. 1? fagt, f no in theory, by

SN
federations, \narchist  gcoups and
Still, to retarn 1o 1he
The best answer 1o ih

IMA

annrehist sociely,

i Is guestion seems .
A0 be that, just as we refuse 1o luy dow or her,  The establishment of such uniis
‘wdw‘cd blusprint of o free tutciot "- :Ili:ou“ rtl;;“l. of an anarehis soglely jii
. ““’;“‘“ sl up ane unalterabie Wi prime requisite, §n yhe present
" w}ﬂ ar Or againat wadarily de- arn_opinion, for (he success
e . How the members an’ anup- sacinl reve 1 Qi

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ON ANARCHISM

MAJORITY RULE IN AN
ANARCHIST SOCIETY ?

chist community in a free society will
take decisions among themselves is a
matter for them alone. If it is freely
agreed that majority decision is to be the
method and the minority will, in such
cases, work with the majority, reserving
their right to criticism, and, il necessary,
secession, then since the element of
compulsion has been eliminated and the
minority, therefore, agrees of its own
free will, no anarchist can object. In
any case as a result of the flexibility of
an anarchist society those who might be
in a minority on one issue, might equally
be among the majority on another,
However, the nature of an anarchist
sociely would tend towards obviating the
necessity of majority decisions, Since
decisions would apply, not to erecting
compulsive codes of behaviour for men,
but to the most suitable methods of
arranging the production and distribution
of the means of life, the most suitable
means of delermining the appropriate

manner in which this could be done
would obviously be that of experimenta-
tion. As Malatesta remarks in  his
pamphlet, “A  Tualk Between Two

Workers” it would, to say the least, be
nonsensical to form a political party to
campaign for a majority to decide
whether a certain seed khould be sown
at such and such a time, when the only
sure way of finding out is (o sow il at
what seems 1o be the most likely Lime,
and then see what happens. The same
principle applies to productive processes
and so on.

A further point 1o be considered is
that the realisation of anarchy pecessi:
tates u vastly increased socinl and in-
dividual consciousness than at present
obtaing, and that, ns a consequence of
this, the probability of unnninﬂly would
iu‘sr. :‘_:lﬂlvn lnc‘rcnn:‘. puriicu{urly wherg yocial

% are based upon the [

ol like affinities nr:nd are uf‘:ucﬁ:‘o:‘p:i‘;:
s to allow ench member (o participate
directly G all decisions velating 1o him

—Manas (Los Angeles).
LITERARY

NOTES IN

HEN 1 was wandering about the
more remote parts of British
Columbia a year ago, 1 became aware
of certain ways in which the life of
these semi-frontier areas still retained
elements of spontaneous fraternity which
have tended to disappear in more civil-
ised and crowded places. Hospitality to
the stranger was still an unqguestioned

duty among these scattered home-
steaders, and in some parts we still
came across that traditional North
American  mutual aid institution—the

working bee, by which, when a man was
in trouble or when he had some piece
of work to do which was beyond his
powers, his neighbours would gather
together to help him and the event
would become not merely a piece of
co-operative work, but also a feast and
a means for establishing friendship.
These social virtues usually seemed to
go with a good deal of independence
of attitude, and produced an atmosphere
which, for all the material crudities of
life, was considerably more authentic
and satisflying than that of most North
American urban society.

I often wondered how much more
these tendencies must have been de-
veloped in the days when communica-
tions were less with the outer, metro-
politan world, or in places which are still
isolated to a much greater extent than
the areas 1 had seen. The other day
I found one answer to (hese musings
in a book called Arctic Village, by
Robert Marshall, which was published
as a Penguin ten years ago,* and which,
to my mind, deserves to rank as an

important  sociological document for
libertarians.
Robert  Marshall  lived for fifteen

months during the 1930's in the Koykuk
Valley in Northern Alaska, and his k
in 0 deseription of the life of the
hundred-odd white and BEskimo inhabi-
tants of the area. The white people are
the survivors of a Id rush which
followed that of the

game and who have

mplete

‘r#-. l{lonuaudh;hlrl
which A
woll 4dviked to Gve
they dio,

: londike, and the
Fskimoes are also recent arrivals who
came over to the valley in search of

.?merilcaninil g in i hee
though, as ave scen AMong
Indians of the Canadian , an
almost  complete  assimilation
foreign malerT_'aI life does not nec

menn a lete o

NORTH

crime in the violent sense du
whole history of the settlemen
the ten years before Marshall
only three cases had appeared
andy where disputes aross !
ordinary society would result in
litigation, the Koyukukers prefi
ignore the law and depend
settlements. As Marshall

“This voluntary settling has i
genuine self-control. 1 Know
who gave up half a share in
simply because his partner
right to all of it, and ‘it wasn't
picking a scrap with that
just for a half-share in a b
him on principle, but
principle that makes a man

“People in the Koyu
they are living t - in

THE FAR

natural products of the district. There
are no very great disparities of pros-
perity, and a man who knows how to
fish and hunt can always tide over a
bad time and keep from starving. For
this reason the economic stresses of
ordinary western metropolitan life have
very little force, and 1t is possible to
see people living in a much more natural
environment than most of their con-
temporaries,

The results of this life are studied by
Marshall in great detail, and 1 cannot
even attempt to enter at any length into
his interesting discoveries. But perhaps
the most important thread running
through the book is the existence of a
very much higher degree, not only of
equality, but also of real liberty and
fraternity than we on the Outside (as the
Koyukukers call it) are used to experi-
encing, Racial prejudice between wﬁtes
and Eskimos seems completely absent,
intolerance of opinion is rare, and there
are few moral sanctions. About the acial
general attitude of the people Marshall 2ble. Such factors seem to f
has the followi conclusions which : = Ay

I make no apology for quoting at most cases is sufficient t
length: - ﬁ;ﬁy for the more usual
“The notion of original sin has be- : e b
come SO _. uimn‘ : rmd: iﬂ. thg tolzhr':‘ﬁc t’ ‘mt‘r
consciousness of the average citizen of ; e

the so-called civilised lands that a peacefully and

eneral feeling has developed that unless
?nnn'n evil instincts are curbed by all
manner of laws, the inevitable result will

muﬂ | l"lw
It is not st
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GAD, SIR, SCROOGE

WAS RIGHT!

(GAD. Sir, Scrooge was right!
There can be no doubt about it,
for those engaged in routine work,
Christmas is just a damn nuisance,
with everything having to be huried
and scamped through just in order
that a lot of greedy folks can ruin
their digestions and pretend they
feel goodwill. And, of course (and
to the Scrooges’ satisfaction) is fol-
lowed by refribution and alimentary
remorse, soltened by the routine
messages of goodwill for the ensu-
ing year.
Anthropologist Scrooge might be
ffempted (o investigate the curious
phenomenon of emigrant Scottish
fulture in England, following the
Christmas orgy with a repetition at
the New Year. It might be sug-
gested that the goodwill of Christ-
mas was an economically concen-
ated attempi to balance up the
fhree hundred and sixty-four days
of capitalist struggle and com-
petition. Yet if this one orgiastic
Bafety valve is adequate for English
beople, why do the Scots resident
England require another one?
Are we to look for the answer Lo
this problem in the character of the
Caledonian race, or must we con-
clude that, with all its inconveni-
Pence, one festival of goodwill and
excess is not enough, since there is
istill some energy left over to be
discharged at Hogmanay?

These are difficult and dyspeplic
problems, really beyond the wisdom
of a post-orgiastic editor. Perhaps
at this season the reader will spare
a little indulgence for the rumblings

this usually correct and prosy

column?

a curious thing it is that
iwo or three hundred years,
1VE Seen our country trans-
fromed from an agricultural com-
munity to one living almost wholly
in towns and engaged in industry,
have nevertheless effected little
change in the nature of Christmas!
There is some fundamental function
here at work, and one suspects that
the dislocation of routine is only
one aspect of it. That the disloca-
tion is valuable could be deduced
from what everybody feels about
the restricting character of routine.

But there is also the goodwill and
gli that. The curious thing is that
t isn't really false, for in the main
people really do feel genial towards
their fellows at this season. The
extreme expression of this was that
never-to-be-repeated Christmas of
1914, when the men in the trenches
in France fraternized with their
German enemies and shared their
Christinas fare together with evident
relief, only to resume the serious
business of fighting again next day.

FREEDOM (in ils sour way, as
someé would think) is apt to stress
the disagreeable qualities of our
society and 1o show how it en-
courages certain anti-social qualities.
Perhaps Christmas shows how an

institution can encourage cheerful
énd friendly feelings. To express
“goodwill towards men, and on

earth, peace” is perhaps mnot un-
expected considering how little
these things feature in other weeks
of the year: but it shows that we
do not altogether feel comfortable
in the hatred, suspicion and compe-

)

HE Greek poet, Homer, expressed
the revolting enough thought that
the bartles and sufferings of men are
the prime material of poems and con-
sequently of poetic pleasure, supreme
enjovment of the gods. One may recog-
nise in this assertion the first sign of
that professional deformity which I_cad.s
the journalist to gather a “beautiful”
crime or international crisis. and the
reader whose tastes he interprets, 1o
desire a little blood.

One can also reflect upon the cathartic
function of art, and confess that the
role of a Homer is not without 1ts
nobility, even if he is a little loo con-
scious of being the one who—afterwards
—transfigures massacres into beauty. and
human suffering into divine pleasure, a
pleasure in which men have, thanks to
him, a share. The attenuating circum-
stance in any case, is that the poetic
treatment of human sufferings is limited
to the past—to what has already hap-
pened; to the application of intelligence
and sensibility upon blind and impene-
trable destiny, which is a closed book
to the gods themselves. Homer never
invited men to take pleasure in accounts
of future wars. And this is why he re-
mains in our eyes a citizen of our world,
a civilised man. One of the essential
tacit conventions of “civilisation™ is in
fact, that the future belongs to no-one,
and that even the present is taboo. The
cultivated expression of the passions and
anguish of men is not through the cry,
but through serene reminiscence and
retrospective meditation, and for good
reason their anficipation is debarred.
Nero burning Rome (o provide a literary
theme appears to us as the very symbol
of barbarism.

Thus the realistic portrayal of the
future, inasmuch as it hinges upon our
activities and struggles is, in a sense,
excluded from civilised existence. It is
only tolerated in the detached form of
utopian or apocalyptic writings which
are both distant and speculative: con-
cerned with the limits of history whose
unreality is evident in the eves of the
living. On the day when television is
mounted in the gutter to give us the
spectacle of a slater falling off the roof.
something irreparable will be broken in
the world. For from this point to that
of provoking his fall is only an infinite
psychological distance—that which separ-
etes the desire from the action. It is
thus scandalous when an illustrated
magazine, having exhausted the ex-
ploitation of the past, the present, and
the imagination, turns to the terrors
and slaughter of the future to make a
sensational -spectacle and extracts from
to-morrow’s carnage a sort of sinister
entertainment,

[ koow well enough that this is not
without precedent, and the the enter-
prise is dressed up 10 utilitarian pretexts
{(affirmation that war is not desirable,
that the article is supposed to be a sort of
warning addressed to friends and foes);
and also that the general sentiment.
according to which it is never what is
foreseen that actually happens, consti-
tutes one of the bases of the journalistic
speculation undertaken by the editors of
Collier's Magazine. Their feature is
none the less, a revelation of the intru-
sion of barbarism into the ethical or
acsthetic field where certain standards
still prevail and, worse still, of the un-
consciousness with which these standards
could be violated by men belonging to
the intellectual élite of the West—for
there were illustrious signatures below
this work of degradation.

It will serve no purpose to conceal
the extent of these symptoms, nor to
refrain from analysing them through a
useless indignation. 1 heard around me
balanced and liberal-minded men de-
manding the gallows, the whip,.tar and
feathers, and all the classical accessories
of lynching for the directors and.con-
tributors of Collier's, and far from being
systematic anti-Americans they were
more concerned with the fact that a
blunder had ben made than that a crime
had been committed. 1 could only re-
main silent, If 1 had been asked my
opmion at that moment of shattered
illusions which numbed the thinking
faculties of a poet, a psychologist and
one of our most cultivated journalists,
I would have been unable to find any
other phrase than the infinitely feeble
one of “an assault on good taste”. And
it is a sign of the times that that is the
aspect which the American critics and
the anti-American propagandists have
ignored. The New Leader has spoken,
justly enough, of the “colossus with the
head of clay”. in underlining the
national intellectual deficiency of which
the Collier's feature is a witness, and its
comments have been echoed no less
energetically by the Washinzton Post and
other important journmals. The sensa-
tional press of all courtries has taken
possession of the most shrieking images,
the most asiounding passages of the
offending issue, most often with a hypo-
critical reprobation which barely con-
cealed a shameless pleasure. But I have
sought in vain what I was waiting for:
the condemnation of ths articles in the
name of the essential assthetic bases of
the civilised world.

These are the conventions which
separate truth from fiction, art from
nature, the thing from its representation,
the subject from the object: these are
the conventions which alone authorise

Colliers’ Magazine ‘ The War We did not Want”» 3
Remarks on an Error of Taste

and regulate the game of being h

and which here Li:ppea\r fto bes smtﬂeg:
atically violated. When the irreducible
limits. of human values are abolished,
nothing in life makes sense. Nothing
makes sense in these pages where scenes
of future carnage, viclories and degrada-
tion depicted with the explanatory
captions of comic strips, the motley of
technicolor and the detail of Madame
Tussauds, alternate with the better-
than-life pin-ups advertising the fetishes
of American culture: the automobile,
the frigidaire, the scented soap, the
towel and the insurance policy. . . .

On one page Philadelphia is atomised,
from the next smiles the only dentifrice
which strengthens the gums; the Siberian
deportation camps revolt, the review
“Guys and Dolls 1s played at the national
theatre in Moscow in the midst of the
general devastation,

It is not that this is improbable
(“Business as Usual! "—discord is the
true music of war), but what is un-
pardonable is to look into to-morrow,
the modest ambitions or private dreams
of men living to-day. and to offer them
that (the hope of being happy or being
loved, symbolised by the shampooes and
electric cookers) in the middle of rhis
(the killing of one half of the world
by the other, and the unconditional
surrender of mankind to history).

And what is absolutely insufferable is
the veneer of reality given to the fiction
of this hypothetical nightmare.

When Captain Danrit in the eighteen-
eighties described in 32 illustrated
volumes The War of To-morrow, the
naive, utopian unreal optimism of his
bayonet fights, cavalry charges and
balloons put his book in the class of
Jules Verne and the cloak-and-dagger
romances. And care was taken not to
give a single real name, not even that
of the author. When the magazine Vu
published its number anticipating a war
of gas, the people in its pictures had,
in their masks a robot anonymity, and
the contents were nothing more than a
statistical table of the quantity of

¥ Continued from p. 2

impoverishment of life which comes
from a worker-master relationship, they
will quite possibly begin to look upon
their pay packets or their bank balances
with less pride, and even grudgingly
admit that there may be something in
the community idea. But they will only
reach this revolutionary conclusion if
they are not offended by crankiness in
community members. Country people
are conservative and shrewd; they can
respect independence of mind if it is
coupled with integrity and reliability,
but they gquickly deteet insincerity and
affectation.

In their relations with these people,
members of communities would be well
advised never lo assume & Smug, a
virtuous, or a superior attitude or to be-
have self-copsciously, as though they
were talking to members of an alien
race. Relationships between a com-
munity and its neighbours are of the
utmost importance; depending as they
do upon subtleties of behaviour that can
scarcely be analysed, they deserve careful
consideration, and no community should
allow its reputation Lo be jeopardised by
the irresponsible behaviour of any of ils
members,

Ihese relationships with neighbours
will be governed 10 some extent by the
ideals of the community, I have said
that & communily seems to me 1o justily
its existence if it is successful in pro-
viding an enlightened and pleasant life
for its members; and I also said, earller,
that I did not consider it advisable for
a community o set out with the

tion which characterise daily lfe.
What a sense of relief comes from
fceling the warmth of L{Cllt‘,ﬁil
goodwill.

Viewed in this not altogether far-
fetched way, one may perhaps ex-
pect that a more permanent break-
down of the routine of our present
social life would not be completely
unacceptable 0 men and women,
and that institutions which en-
courage goodwill during 365 days,

e e

instead of only one, might meet
with social approval?

But many will shake their heads
at this post-alcoholic fancy of an
anarchist editor. After all, goodwill
is not a staple food amongst men,
but a luxury, and one cannot make
such luxuries everyday fare without
cloying the palate. Oh, no, above
all, let us be realists, practical men.
He was dead right, that Scrooge,

i il ol

Communities in Relation to Society

specific intention of changing society as
a4 whole; but I also think that a com-
munity should not restrict itself solely
to the cultivation of its own garden.
Apart from taking its place in the acti-
vities of the neighbourhood, members of
communities will probably wish to en-
courage other enterprises of the same
kind, which need not be confined to
agriculture, but may include any group
activity. In France, since the war, there
has been an interesting series of com-
munities centred round small factories
which are owned by the people who
work them. The same principle might
be applied with advantage elsewhere, and
to other enterprises such as mills, retail
businesses and transport. 1f these acti-
vities were located within reach of one

another, they could combine on a
syndicalist basis, to their mutual ad-
vantage; and in the course of time,

given freedom from outside interference,
there is no reason why federations of
such

independent  but  mutually co-
operative  organisations, should not
spread over the country. This would

help to a great extent towards the self-
sufficiency of local neighbourhoods and
would avoid the waste and imperson-
alisation of life which are characteristic
of a centralised economy.

I think communities would do well to
bear such possibilities in mind and
should be ready (o approve and en-
courage any form of decentralised and
communally-owned enterprises, All com-
munities are either apenly or implicitly
criticlsms of soclety, and if the oppor-
tunity occurs of changing society they
slmurcl be ready to seize it. Whether or
not they should engage in active propa-
ganda to this end is a matter of strategy
and tactics on which 1 do not feel
qualified to express an opinion; but as 1
have already said, the first ﬂ:r is to
provide the best propaganda all—a
really nlisflclory.wmmunll{’, When a
community exists in which the standard
of living is higher than that to be found
clsewhere, In which there is more leisure
than is commonly known, !
frm.'-oim.i cn} hl::nﬂEl
'ﬁm other matters, far as
such & communi 1§ pever
wonder if it e 1
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oison necessary to destroy in E
ilometre of a town. These two
cation had, by their standards, a p
end—the one extolling the fr
joyous virtues of war, the other ti
ing over the mechanics of obliteration
But Collier's in its objective account, h
no aim. Neither sincerely bellicose n
authentically pacifist, it reveals the fac
of contemporary nihilism.

=

. This is manifest in the way in which
it plays about with the odds and ends,
the rags and bones of the present to
construct its chamber of horrors. It 'is
on the level of a waxwork exhibition
in which the effigies make use of the
teeth, the hair and even the skin of
men. Of a rableau vivant in which the
puppets are, on the one hand. corpses,
and on the other victims and, execu-
tioners condemned to ual immo-
bility. One thinks of the spectacles of
Roman decadence when slaves played
the roles of Hercules or Oedipus before
being buint on real funeral pyres or
really having their eyes put out in the
last act. One thinks of the documentary
film on Africa where the desperate
flight and death of a Negro ch: by a
lion were complacently filmed and pro-
jected on to the screen. The commentary
announced a tragic accident in the big-
game hunt, but the accident had all the
appearance of being premeditated by the
White director who, with the danger in
sight sent the young Negro to fetch his
rifle. In any case, the act of the camera-
man passively recording the last struggle
of the Negro is enough to make all the
spectators  accomplices of a murder.
What is one man, more or less in a
perilous expedition? And if he is
killed, why not make him live again on
the screen?

All civilised men know that this is not
the point. /sop is not played on the
stage by a real hunchback, nor Philoc-
tetes by a cripple. There are limits to
human entertainments and they are the
limits of civilised life itself, :

Paris. A. PRUDHOMMFPEAUX.

|ll Brief-oo i

Political Tests on Teachers
Mr. T. F. Peart (Lab.,, Workington)
asked the Minister of Education if she
was aware that Middlesex County Coun-
cil imposes political tests for teachers
desiring promotion, and what action she
proposed to take to prevent political dis-

" crimination of the teaching profession.

Hansard, 29/11/51.

Cost of Explaining Away their Actions

Mr. John Boyd Carpenter, Financial
Secretary to the Treasury, gave the in-
formation that Government departments
employ 2.378 people on public relation
staffs at an annual cost of £2,016,250.

Home Departments employ 824 staff
costing £543,800. And Overseas Depqﬁ-

 ments employ 1,554 staff costing

£1,472,450. ) :

These figures include neither ancillary
staff such as messengers nor the Central
Office of Information.

Recommendation? -
“See a cast of thousan‘?s in the fineols";
magnificent screen spectacle ever made!
'%n;f hordes of victims led to their
doom in the Colomenlzsn = is
most agonizing moments of terror.”
—-Ac%vetlisemcnt for the film Fabiola.

Even Cave Landlords in Italy

Police in jeeps forcibly ejected 21
persons from rock grotto dwellings on
the Caelian hill near the Colosseum.
They belong to four families who stated
that they paid £30 to a ‘:Iandlord" as
key money, and were paying the same
man 30s. a month rent. They went to
a public dormitory.

umost every“‘){c’;ve" in the tufa rock
of Rome’s hills is inhabited. There are
ten families inside the Tarpeain Rock,
and several hundreds live inside the

Parioli Mount underneath new apart-
ment houses whose rents are wm.’

up to £100 a month. There are besides
lf? “villages” in the suburbs of Rome
made entirely from scraps and
unprovided with any main services.

Anti-Sex League in Roumania
In a recent issue of the daily paper
Bucharest

Scanteia Tineretului,

. history's

T
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few comments

ake some
WISH to make S¢ o
on a rr.:cuan_:xrrrch._ in the
ber 10th, 1951, issue of FREEDOM.
) the writers contri-

. xpect t
g::fng“;:)ukllfngggmt would display some
amount of maturily, that if, as is to be
expected, they disagree with Cathohc
tenchipg they will ﬁ_mh:‘qlhl\‘- dlsagrfc-
ment in serious and dignified terms. Yet
the heading of the article in question,
“Crisis in the Vatican? 400 Mid-Wives
Called In,” and the first half of the
article itself is something one would
expect ta find in a Klu Klux Klan publi-
cation. It is sheer and rank anti-Catholic

pigotry. As such it is in the same
category with other bigoted anti-
Catholic. anti-Jewish and anti-Protestant
publications. It is unworthy of an
anarchist.

The second part of the article which
goes into the matter of the papal address
to the midwives, is gquite simply in-
accurate and therefore destrovs its own
effectiveness as a refulation of the papal
arguments, I will point out a few of
these imaccurate statements:

To gquote from the article: “It is
natural that the Pope as undisputed
President of the Anti-Sex League should
consider that sex as a provider of
pleasure is a heretical view which must
be stamped out.” 1 will pass over the
adolescent name-calling to point out
that the Pope, in common with ordinarv
Catholic teaching. makes no such state-
ment. What he does sav is that
plcasurc_ 15 a secondary purpose whereas
procreation is a primary purpese. Where
it 1s impossible to realise the primary
purpose of the sexual act, it is quite
legitimate to realise its secondary
purpose.

Your anonymous writer then states
the rhythm method is “a hypocritical
(and unsatifactory) way of offering a
‘natural’ birth control method without
openly advocating the use of contra-
ceptives”.  Whether or not the rhythm
method is unsatisfactory or not deﬁcnds
upon the scientific evidence. The papal
statement deals with the morality of it,
not with the fact as to its reliability or

not. To call it hypocritical may be
justified from the standpoint of one who
does not accept an ethical distinction

between the completed natural act (which
rhythm does not interfere with) and the
frustration of the completed act (by
artificial methods). But, from the
Catholic  standpoint, this distinction
seems quite reasonable.

The second to the last paragraph,
which accuses the Pope of contradicting
nimself, results from the author’s un-
tamiliarity with Catholic teaching and
the terms used by the Pope. First, be-
cause the Pope did not state, nor does
Catholic teaching state, that sexual rela-
#ons are ordained for the “‘exclusive™
purpose of reproduction. He states that
that is the primary purpose. Therefore
he is not contradicting himself when he
states that, if the primary purpose cannot
be realised, sexual relations may be en-
joyed in the “safe period”.

The whole point of the papal state-
men! was to clear up some confusion
that existed as regards the use of the
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A catholic tells us to Grow Up

rhythm method. And what he said,
briefly, is this: “That if the rhythm
method is being used to permanently
abstract from the primary purpose of
marriage (procreation)—without sufficient
cause and merely from a desire to
enjov the pleasures of sexual union
without the responsibilities—such a use
cannot be ethically justified. Indeed he
declares invalid a “marriage™ entered
into by two Catholies who might agree
beforehand, with no sufficient reason, to
limit intercourse to the “safe period™.
I do not expect the editor of FREEDOM
or the anoymous writer of the article
in _qucsrinn. to agree with the Catholic
attitude on sex. 1 do not accuse them
of bigotry because they do not agree—
but I do accuse them of bigotry because
of the manner in which they express this
disagreement. 1 hope the day will come
when Freepom will graduate above the
level of a Klu Klux Klan publication.
ROBERT LuDLOW,
Associate Editor,

New York, Nov. 20. Catholic Worker.

*
¢¢ Libertarian® replies:
Mr. Ludlow accuses me of ‘“‘anti-

Catholic bigotry”. To make sure that
my eyes were not deceiving me, 1 checked
the dictionary definition of this word:
“obstinate and intolerant attachment to
a cause or creed”. Surely a Catholic
is the last person to accuse me of
bigotry! It is true that Mr. Ludlow, in
his previous contributions to FREEDOM,
has pleaded the cause of *“Catholic
Anarchists”, and might therefore refer to
them to show that he is no ordinary
kind of Catholic. But as Assistant
Editor of the Catholic Worker he has
written in that journal that whatever
differences he may have with the
Church on the question of pacifism, one
must remain in the Church. And he
goes on:

“We can never say that we are the
good who must separate from the bad.
We can only go on in union with onr
brethren and in complete submission ro
the dogmas of the faith for we know
that the Church is the Bride of Christ,
that she is our Mother and that through
the anointed hands of her priests there
is administered to us those ordinary
channels of grace which are the Sacra-
ments."—Carholic Waorker, Nov,, 1951.)

Complete submission to a Church
which alone has the truth. “Truth is one
and absolute; the Catholic Church and
she only has all the truth of religion.
All religions whatsoever have varying

amounts of truth in them, but the
Catholic Church alone has all.”—
(Catholic Encyclopaedia). A Church

which for centuries condemned all
scientific works supporting the Gallilean

period”. He says reproduction is not the
“exclusive” but the “primary  purpose
of sexual intercourse, and concludes that
“if the primary purpose cannot be
realised, sexual relations may be enjoyed
(sic) in the ‘safe period’.” And by this
same logic a Catholic woman who is
sterile can enjoy sexual intercourse at all

times. But the Pope does not to my
mind say this at all. He is so un-
concerned with the “pleasure™ aspect

that he condemns those women whose
lives would be endangered by pregnancy
to “abstinence from any complete actua-
tion of the natural faculty”. It is true
this is suggested as the last resort if it
is decided that the “safe period” is not
safe. 1 shall return to this point. But
now Mr. Ludlow says that the question
of how safe is the safe period is a matter
for the scientist, and indeed in the
passages 1 quoted from the Pope's second
thoughts on the birth control issue
(FrReepoM, 8/12/51) he says, “the
Church naturally leaves the judgment to
medical science™ and “one may even
hope that science will succeed in pro-
viding this licit method with a suffi-
ciently secure basis, etc, " But
surely medical science in this field has
already stated a hundred times (as if,
in any case, the millions of accidental
babies that must have resulted from
trusting the “safe periods’” is not suffi-
cient evidence) that there are no safe
periods with a 100% guarantee unless
one limits that period to a matter of one
or two days a month. But why does
the Pope (and Mr. Ludlow) consider
that medical science can only speak on

TO THE EDITORS

THE PURPOSE

BOTH Mr. Green and Mr. Casey had

some truth in their arguments, [
feel, but neither of them has succeeded
in making the position really clear be-
cause they both started in the middle
as it were. If we ignore fundamentals
we run the grave risk of allowing glib
escapism or eumphemistical metaphorsto
usurp the place of reason.

It used to be the fashion amongst
idealists to picture a wonderful existence
where everything was ruled by Mother
Nature: in order to solve all our prob-
lems we had only to throw over the
cumbersome bonds of civilisation and go
back to “natural lives™.

Unfortunately. with the progress of
historical study and the arrival of the
cultural anthropologist upon the scene,
it was found that things are not as
simple as they seemed (are they ever!)
It appears that almost every conceivable
method of organising society "has been,
or is in existence on some part of the
globe. Which, if any, of these is to be
labelled ‘“npatural” remains an un-
answerable question. All that we have
succeeded in proving is that man is by
nature essentially adaptive. All argu-
ments about what life was or was not
like in Paleolithic or any other times,
are not only unreal but quite beside the
point.

Further light is thrown on the matter
by a consideration of the sysiematic
destruction of McDougall’s instinct
theory of motivation, by modern experi-
mental psychology. When the trimmings
are stripped from his elaborate theory
we can find only organic drives as in-
nate, all else is but mental construct, a

the question of whether the ‘“'safe
period” s safe, but that whether con-
linuous pregnancies are natural or
injurious for women, whether abstinence
is ever to be recommended in certain
cases, whether pleasure is not as im-
portant as procreation in sexual inter-
course are moral questions on which
medical science is allowed no say so far
as Catholics are concerned?

Mr. Ludlow wrote in FREEDOM
(21/5/51): I believe that no one’s
liberty should be curtailed. that if some-
one wants to practise birth control he
should be allowed to do so.” But this
is the point which Mr. Ludiow will not
see: that in fact in the predominantly
Catholic countries the moral decisions of
the Church extend far beyond the con-
fines of the Church. In Italy, the
Christian Democratic Government is
composed of militant Catholics who are
therefore bound by the Vatican’s edicts:
hence contraception is illegal in Italy—
not just for practising Catholics but for
everyone, including atheists, protestants
and renegade Catholics. And the same
applies to Divorce. Whilst there may be

an argument in favour of not attacking
Catholics if they wish to be Catholic and
to accept all the consequences®, it Is
another matter when they are militant
Catholics and therefore bent on making
converts. In such cases, they cannot
presume to meet no opposition. .

I cannot help Mr. Ludlow not liking
niy “manner of approach”. At least, I
think I have always made it quite clear
where I stand, which can hardly be said
for Mr. Ludlow, who is, at the same
time, apparently broadminded, tolerant,
a militant Catholic and (as associate
editor of the Catholic Worker), a propa-
gandist whose primary aim must be to
make converts to Catholicism.

OF MARRIAGE

product of nurture not nature.

Thus, we are sel free 10 organise the :
new society, the only criteria b.ﬁ g .
practicability (which includes the satis- =
faction of basic drives) and the happiness N
of the individual. Under the second I B
include the freedom to develop and M-
express his own personality unham
in so far as this does not conflict with
the same activity on the part of his
neighbour. .

One of the most important ways of
developing the personality arises from
the establishment of intimate relations
(in the broadest sense) with a stranger.
The greater the number (within reason)
and the more varied, the better for the
individual concerned. I might add here
that the chosen partner need not be of
the opposite sex; but I think that the
bi-sexual nature of both sexes is now
sufficiently well' known to obviate my
enlarging on this point.

With a final memorandum to the effect
that mere irrationality is insufficient
grounds for radical change, we are ready
to look at the question of marriage. :

As I see it, marriage is wrong because
the exclusive right to another’s bod
with the associated patterns of acce
behaviour, such as jealousy and posse
siveness, are in direct opposition to
full interaction of personalities whi
claim as being essential to the
vidual’s development. )

I must emphasise thal in no way di
my views exclude the higher feelings.
do not aim at establishing simpl
equilibrium upon the physio]ogioa?
any other) plane, living being essenti
a dynamic process. [ regard the hig
feelings as mental constructs formin
framework essential to a hea
developing personality. What I v
do away with is the whole leg
economic paraphernalia which Le
to bind the individual like a strait-jack
crushing him beneath its great wei
into the mould it has prepared for b
For Mr. Casey’s benefit I might poin
out that there is absolutely no need
worry. [If he feels happy spending th
rest of his life with one partner, I shoul
not dream of raising the slightest
objection to his doing so. .
I have to end on a note of pessimism,
however, by observing that this is only
one of the revolutions necessary before
Man begins to obtain his full stature,
by itself I fear it is doomed to failure,

Hull, Dec. 4. ROBERT VINE.

'3

* Such an attitude has never been adopted
by the Catholic Church whose Propa-
ganda Fide (for the propagation of the

faith) has been described as “‘the oldest, most
powerful and most colessal  Ministry of
Information or Fropaganda Bureau in exist-
ence, in  comparison with which all other
propagands organisations—including those of
the wvarious totalitarian countries seem child’s
play’’ and has as its task the disappearance
of all religions with the exception of the only
true religion—the Catholic religion.

doctrine of the motion of earth in these
words: “All books forbidden which
maintain that  the earth moves and the

sun does not.” ) -y
“Anti-Catholic bigotry,” indeed!
*

Mr. Ludlow to my mind only adds a
further contradiction to the one 1
pointed out in the Pope's statement
about sexual relations during the *‘safe

The Welfare State

[CREFFT, the official Students’
N(-'n'_spupcfr of U::!r('r.\f'!}' C'oﬂ{’gt',
Swansea, has published a series of
articles on the “"Welfare State” from

the point of view of the various
political parties. Our friend, Phil
Lewis, however, drew the attention

of the Editor of Crefft to the omission
of the Anarchist point of view on this
subject. And as a result, an article
by Phil Lewis—which we reproduce
below—appeared in Creflt for Dec. 4.]
understand

If' by “Welfare State™ we

“a State which aims to promote the
welfare of its subjects,” then there is
not, and never will be, a Welfare State,
A Party, as in Britain since 1945, may
give the public part of what it wanis
(“free” medicines and so on) in order

to achieve or retain power, bul always
as a means to that end

Let us then define “Welfare State” as
“a State which claims 1o promote the
welfare of the majority of its subjects.”
Historically speaking, this is a new de-

velopment. 150 years ago there was no
guestion of welfare. The workers were
there to work, and the rulers to rule, and

that was that.

But the development of indusiries
needs trained men, and training necessi-
tates some basic education, and educa
tion leads to the spreading of new ideas,
and new ideas are revolutionary. So,
along with European industrialisation,
went revolution. The far-seeing among

the ruling classes, and the power-seeking
among the other classes, realised thal in
an industrial society the workers—if
organised—were all-powerful, and that
government by passive consent (for any-
thing short of revok is passive consent)
must give way lo government by active
consent. The survival of the modern
state was finally assured when the work-
ing-class leaders renounced direct action
and syndicalism for Party organisation
and State Socialism.

In one way, the new form of State is
better than the old. The violent revolu-
tionary can still be summarily dealt with,
because public opinion consents; but the
far more dangerous revolutionary who
works to improve education (as opposed
to the soul-destroying “training” of most
schools and colleges), to promote mental
and physical health (as opposed to
State policy of forming a population
mentally sick but capable of economic

production), to destroy religious ob-
scurantism, and to establish a healthy
attitude to sexual and fraternal love, can
no longer be attacked directly by the
State, lest its subjects perceive the fraud

A Welfare State,

of “State Protection”,
contradiction in

then, 15 essentially a

terms, and the revolutionary can success-
fully exploit this contradiction,

It may be suid that government-by-
active-consent has led (o the increase of
State power, culminating in nuationalisa-
tion and an immense Civil Service. This
is true, but that very increase has made
it more vulnerable. Earlier, the Stale
was in effect one or more intelligent,
ruthless men in command of a mobile
armed striking force, who could appre-
ciate and coptrol evemts in A com-
paratively simple society. Now, it is a
near-blind juggernaut with tremendous
momentum, capable of obliteraling or-

thodox opposition, but vulnerable to the
keen minds of individuals and small,
well-organised groups,

Once upon a time, there was a flock
of sheep which had been treated harshly
by an unimelligent farmer who held
that sheep were inferior animals, He
was  succeeded by a much cleverer
farmer who fed them well and reared
them tenderly, Now they are grateful
for being fleeced, and their wool s
much more abundant. They make good
mution, too,

Whose “welfare”, did you say?

N Food Production and Population,
Tony Gibson in his excellent analysis
has given us a prose epic and at the
same time a stinging indictment of
human folly, mounting in this era of dis-
grace, to stark lunacy, 1 have at this
moment by my side, press reporis cover-
ing more than a quarter of a century’s
searing record of hunger, destitution and
famine in a world of not only potential
but actual teeming and overflowing
abundance, and which I had fished out
to quote—but what's the use?—and your
Space 1s precious.
Pitiful and crowning imbecility is
surely expressed in the following pathetic
bleat wafted heavenward, whilst here,

Coal Production

D% Continued from p. 1

fraction of to-day's grinding toil. We
have also shown how for reasons of
capitalist economy and the armament
programme, pressure on all workers and
especially the miners, will not ease, but
will intensify.

And while control of the mines is in
other hands but those of the men who
get the coal and run the risks, there
will be other Creswells,

Sir Hubert Houldsworth, Chairman of
the N.C.B,, said the other day: “My
colleagues and 1 are delighted with the
magnificent response  which has  been
made by both manngement and mine-
workers  since  the summer holidays
ended.”

Sir Hubert also sent this message Lo
General Holmes, the Chairmun of the
Board's North-Eastern division :

“Heartiest congratulations to you all
on your record-breaking output and on
being the first division to ruise a million

Food Production & Population

tons of saleable coal in a week. It is a
wonderful Christmas-box 1o the nation,”
In Creswell, Christmas was not $0 |

under our blinkered eyes and fumbling
feet lies man's one and only certain
but as yet untrodden pathway to
terrestrial salvation. .
“GIVE US OUR DAILY BREAD.
O Lord, beholding from above
The sufferings of Thy stricken world,
Send us some token of Thy love
To keep rhe‘ flag o_p: faith unfurled.

L]

So send Thy bounteous gentle rain
Where drought has burned the fields 'of
wheat,
That shrivelled crops may stronger grow
again—
And lirtle children may nor starve, but
eat.
And, if it please Thee, where the floods
have drowned y
The maize and barley, send the good
warm sun;
And if this prayver showld fall on barren
ground— -
Give wus the strength to say, “Thy will
be done.”
B.E.J.

This, or something in the same strain,
must_have caught the disceruiug eye of
“Yallle”, who obligingly furnishes us
with “God's Reply™ in the New Leader
of 11/7/30, which runs:—
Your paper to hand,

{ note thar though

You praise me for the flowers that grow,
The bees that buzz, the trees that stand—
In short, the beauty of the land—
You hlame me for the lack of food.
This seemys to me a trifle crude.

A glance ar your supply of wheat
Sugyests morve bread than you can eat,
A Jact I hoped would please you, but
Your businessmen complain of “glur”
While as for butter. I note how
The progeny of Eden's cow

Is muldiipl ly at a rate
Beyond "}"im computed estimate,
In short, I see on every hand

wonderful this year,

S,

No report on the Creswell Inguiry
been officially published.  We are M
New Stateymon gnd Nation (15/12 751
wood pn-theapst teport of the |
which our information wa
natioasl  press mads o

PuiL Lewis,

the disaster a0 dhe
mention hing

quaint_econonic law.

%ﬁ_’j’f exceeding all demand
o H. T, DiRRETt.

arve—Il'm not the cause—

MEET.I'NGS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LONDON ANARCHIST

GROUP

OPEN AIR MEETINGS

HYDE PARK

Every Sunday ar 3.30 p.m.

TOWER HILL

Every Friday at 1245 p.m.

(by Foyle's, Choring € u
oyle's, arin, ; !

E-:Tery gamrday ar 1530 ’::l:l. osh)

IND}OOR MEETINGS

at the

PORCUPINE, Charing Cross Rd. !
(next Leicester Sq. Underground :
Station) ¥l
Every Sunday ar 7.30 p.m.
DEC. 30—F. A. Ridley on
WHITHER MANKIND 7 _ %
JAN. 6—Arthur Uloth on )
ANARCHISM '

NORTH-EAST LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

IN BEAST HAM L
ar 7.30 a
JAN. 9—SOCIAL EVENING ‘T

Enguiries ¢/o Freedom Press

LIVERPOOL
DISCUSSION MEETINGS ar
101 Upper Parliament Street,

Liverpool,
Every Sunday at 8 p.m.
GLASGOW

INDOOR MEETINGS at 1

Central Halls, Bath Street I « B

Ty Swneay aL 7 S P

With John Gaffney, Frank Leech,
Shaw - o

Jimmy Raeside, Bddie
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