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“The best form of government,
like the most perfect of reli
gions, is a contradictory idea.
The problem is not to know
how we shall best be governed,
but how we shall be most free.””

P. J. PROUDHON.
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I -THE government's proposed Bill to

s limit dAvidends is vet another
fexample of the sterility of socialist
jeonomics, when interpreted by expo-
gnrs of governmental Socialism. In-
ftably,’ it “has been unfavourably
geived by the companies - involved
the Stock Exchange. And
s the administrative difficulties
_ an enormous amount in
Bever increasing volume of book
shiich the increasingly national
of cgpitalism is bringing into
s T

s S
“the whole mattar even

unre:.fr it is by no means cer-
B that: the Chancellor and the
f@bour Government generally ever
fend it 1o be carried through. _ For
may be that this is an “issue” on
ich they want to represent them-
Bes os being challenged by their
litical opponents, and from which

BV can open their election cam-
fens. If this is so, it provides an-
fher instance of the way in which

Bmocratic methods of elecion en-
age deception and superficiality.

(Giains to the Workers
Now,. if one takes the view that the
3 f democratic socialism is

out the income dis-
hen there might
iting dividends as
general limitation of profits.
be argued that when a firm

GAITSKELL'S DIVIDEND CEILING

makes a“large - profit it is not the
shareholders who deserve the reward
but the workers. Hence such a 'profit
might well be distributed as wage ‘in-
creases-or bonuses. (Let us hasten to
say that such a conception finds no
place in Anarchist economics which
is in no way concerned *®wdmprove
the wags system, make it work better,
or “more just”—but desires to see it
and the social relations which flow
from it abolished altogether. But
such aims-are not incompatible with
socialist economics as conceived by
adherents to the Labouy Party).

Limitation of dividends as 4 means
of raising wages makes some sense. s
Bur that is.by no means the aim of .
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He
proposes to restrain dividends in order
to be able the better to restrain wages.
Workers are restless because they see
the cost of living%oing up, and profits

_being made and distributed to stock

holders as dividends. At the same
time “‘their” government and “their”
trade unions urge ‘‘restraint” in re-
gard to demands for wage increases.
The Chancellor’s logic for dealing
with this sitdition is not to raise
wages, but to make workers less en-
vious by restraining dividends.

It might be thought
will be increased by
because it will cause
prices and consequent

that real wages
this measure
a decrease in
increase in the

value of money, an increase in the
buying power of wages. No such
delusions need be entertained how-
ever. The Chancellor went out of
his way to stress that it would be
wrong to suppose that they are “likely
to bring a significant reduction in the
retail price index”.

Stealing Bevan's Thunder?

It may be that the main purpose
behind this sterile proposal is to steal
Bevan’s thunder. If so it is an ap-
peal to that kind of Socialist who
thinks that socialism essentially con-
sists in hatred of the boss combined
with- envy for his wealth and his way
of life. Who feels as good when he
thinks he has scored off the other
fellow as when he has achieved some
real benefit to himself. That is the
kind of socialism based on envy which
has no positive vision or philosophy
of life of its own. It is in fact the
socialism most prominently seen in
the Labour Party, but it has litle
enough in common with the ideas of
revolutionary socialism in the nine-
teenth century. By seeking to take
over such essentially capitalist institu-
rions as the state and centralized ad-
ministration, the democratic socialists
have reduced “socialism™ to the level
of capitalist longings in the lower
economic levels. They appeal to the
worst—and most illusory—sentiments
of the workers. Y

Communists and the Law

(From our New York Correspondent)

ONFIRMATION by the U.S. Supreme Court of the conviction of
the 11 Communist leaders, and the proceedings against the secondary
corps of leadership, make it unmistakeable that the government will crush
the C.P. organisational network as speedily as minimum adherence to legal
form will allow. Just who will eventually be fished in the same net, it is

fortunately still too early to tell.

But some of the less obvious implications

of these prosecutions will bear statement.

First of all, the prosecution of the
Communists under the Smith Actis a
subterfuge. This law provides: “It
shall be unlawful for any person to
ktowingly or wilfully advocare, abet,
advise, or teach the duty, necessity,
desirability or propriety of overthrow-
ing or destroying any government in
the United States by force or violence,
or by assassination of any officer of
any such government.” In regard to
such abridgment of free speech, the
courts long ago worked out the
formula: Does a clear and present
danger exist? Considering the rele-
vance of the free speech claim, the
New York Times (editorial of June
22nd) unintentionally reveals the dis-
honesty of the prosecutions:

“The ‘clear and present danger’ is not
the forcible overthrow of our Government.
The danger i1s a programme of ~sabotage
and espionage which can interfere with
our national security. The First Amend-
ment was never intended to cover such
goings-on and cannot now logically be
stretched  to cover them. It is not free
speech that is threatened—it is freedom

to conspire,”

This is perfectly true: whether the
Communist leaders believe in or intend
ever to promote armed revolution—what
they are charged with—has nothing to do

IGERIA, in West Africa, the largest
British colonial territory is having

the first elections under its new constitu-
tion this month. The constitution drawn
up by 2 committee under Sir Hugh Foot

gnd the Governor Sir John Macpherson
is the result of prolonged discussion and
compromise sincethe short-lived Richards
constitution of 1947. For Nigeria pre-
sents far greater problems for those who
seek 1o administer it than the Gold
Coast and 2 federal system of government
has been decided upon.

“It 1s,” eobserves Mr, E. F. Haig, “just
over fifty years since the name Nigeriz
was coined for the fifteen or twenty (now
estimated at twenity-five) million people
who live, confined by accidental boundar-
jes, within a few hundred miles of the
Lower Niger.| Restraining, at first, their
curious passion for sewing people together,
the British in 1900 recognized Northern
and Southern Nigeria as separate coun-
tries: but temptation became too strong
and in 1914 they proclaimed The Colony
and Prorectorate of Nigeria” 3

There are, in fact, 8 great variety of
African peoples within the country's

HE following letier appeared in last
. New 8 B2 5 R Ay
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373,000 squdre miles, in addition to the
three major ethnic groups, the Hausa, the
Yoruba, and Ibo. In the North, the
Hausa people are Moslems ruled by
fendal Emirs, with a subsidiary pagan
people. “All the great things that are
happening in Nigeria,” said Mr. Patrick
O’Donovan after his recent visit, “‘are
hundreds of miles away in what amounts
to a different country and a different cen-
tury.” The nationalists of the “south
resent the suggestion that these “unpro-
gressive'people who are moreilhan_l;nlf.
the population, should be their political
equals, The Ibo people of the East live
in what Mr. Haig calls “‘extreme frag-
mentation”, and according to Aim, “T.ho.u-
sands of tiny units, accepting no allegiance
higher than that of clan, yillage, or even
extended family, have somehow to  be
welded into organisms large enough fo
attempt municipal viability and financial
self-sufficiency.” The Yoruba kingdoms
of the South-West are, in principle, con-
stitutional monarchies.

Mr. Okoi Arikpo, in the Listener
(22/2/51), speaking on the future of the

Nigeria and the Legacy of Iimperialism

chiefrainship system, says, “The chief
lost his moral authority from the time he
submitted to European rule from fear of
superior physical force, and now he is
regarded everywhere as the paid agent of
the Colonial Government, on whose sup-
port he must depend in order to retain
his status. Very often he is in the un-
happy position of having to reconcile his
ambivalent roles as representative of his
people against a foreign ruler and as an
agent of the ﬁlsuer against his own
people - . ut as modern Nigeria
emerges, chiefs no less than colonial ad-
ministrators must sooner or later surren-
der political control in local as well as
in national affairs to the accredited repre-
sentatives of the people.”

From Mr. Arikpo's point of view the
change from & tribal to a national out-
look is the key to social progress, and he
comments that, “One of the paradoxes
of the present situation is that inter-tribal
hostility and prejudice are “often encour-
aged not by the unsophisticated peasants,
but by the young literate clerks and tech-
nicians who live and work in the urban
centres away from their homes. Under
the strange and frustrating conditions of

ban Jnlt: these young men often band
gm_!elvn into groups, ‘tribal unions’ or
‘improvement societies’ which provide =
means of expressing oD wliddsiy
even opposition o other groups.”
The eluborate mechanism of the new
constitution, seurs of constitution-

iking are referred v George Padmore’s

f itidn the Socialise Iimld“ ij’ar'

es lor regiona 5la-
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? . - There will
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this year Dr. Azikiwe, the founder of the
National Council of Nigeria and the
Camersons, announced his retirement from
politics for five years, but in May he said
that he had “agreed to come Back because
of popular demand, to contest the elec-
tions and expose in all its nakedness the
deception hidden under the cloven hooves
of the MacPherson Constitution™. The
N.CN.C. draws its biggest support in
the East. Its principle opponent is the
Action Group in the West, whose leader
is a lawyer; Mr. Obafemi Awolotvo,

We cannot enthuse over these, or any
of the ambitious politicians who are en-
gaged in the struggle for power in
Nigeria, nor over the British paternalism
and the chiefs which they will eventually
displace. Still less can we offer a solu-
uon to the extraordinarily complex prob-
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with the threat they constitute, and
nothing to do with the desire of the
government to break up their organisation.
A forthright statement of the govern-
ment’s case would be: some of thess
people are liable to be saboteurs and spies,
and their propaganda is likely to be in-
direct inducement to the same; therefore
these organisations should be suppressed
and the public activity of these people
prohibited. But what a guessing about
motives this would require. No law
covers it; and the logical procedure would
be injunctive, after the manner of the
McCarran Act, and this would not allow
conviction for past violations... Though
the McCarran Act, with its datchword
“subversive’’, might be considered to cover
the case, the suspension of individual trial
procedures, imprisonment without indict-
ment, and concentration camps, would be
a stench in the nosirils of the world; the
Department of Justice is carrying forward
plans for the concentration camps, bur we
are not gquite there yet.

The government has evaded all these
problems by invoking an irrelevant law,
just as it prosecutes known gangsters
under the income tax law. Hence the
laborious trial-procedure o establish the
uninteresting fact that the Communist
Party holds to a doctrine known as
Marxism-Leninism, and that this doctrine
contains violation of the Smith ‘Act of
1940.

Now, this is just the type of proceeding
with which the word “lawyer” has come
to be identified: to prove that the lerter
of some law or other has or has not been
violated. Yet it is surely mot a light
thing to translite such principles from
the realms of criminal law to that of
politics. Moreover, this particular law is
more than ordinarily evil; as cited above,
it prohibits even the “teaching” of the
“propriety” of violent revolution. And
the law, again as quoted sbove, states that
“it shall be unlawful for any person,”
and contains no reference to “clear and
present danger” or the like; so that it
viclates one of the basic canons of law,
that the person shall be able to know
whether he is viclating it. From the
fact that the “Communist conspiracy”
was left untouched for some eight years,
and then prosecuted following changes in
the international situation; from the fact
that this law was applied againet a
politically insignificant Trotskyist party;
it is clear that its application is purely at
the whim of the government. .

Such a close scrutiny of the morality
of law may seem academic. But a large

portion of the western claim to meral
(Continued on page 3) o

Secret Trials in

HEN an inmate of one of our
prisons is charged with a serious
infraction of discipline he is brought
before the Visiting Commirttee. He
is permitted no legal representation,
or even a “prisoner’s friend” to speak
for him—and prisoners are often
hopelessly inarticulate—and the pro-
ceedings are held in secret. There is
a form of appeal—by petition to the
Home Secretary, but prisoners know
that this is no more than a form.
Prison reformers have recently been
urging the unfairness of these secret
tribunals and the government appoin-
ted the Franklin Commi 'nc.e_tomtgu;t
into punishment in prisons and Bor-
stals. The result for progress

ey o il
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Prisons to Stag
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So secret tribunals in prisons are.
to continue. s
The general level of prison admin-
istration, and especially the r p:

to make any progress is
the fact that both the Home C
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THE great scientific aiscoveries of they

madieenth century and the victorious
Srincism which scence made against the
aes and orrors of religions. had the effect
upon progoessive spanis of making them
coibusasus  admirers, if not intelligent
and pavent culuvators, of science. These
progressives  exaggerated the importance
of science by at mng 10 it the power
1 solve and erstand evervthing; they
made of scence a new religion, '

und

Soqal

TEIOrMETS C

1 every kind who, by
is, wish 1o modify
, believed them-
found their aspirations
milarlv, the conservatives
religious faith
1 nd that it was no longer
t 10 Keep the people in subijeciion,
yustify the existung requirements
by means of science. It was indeed a state

mental intoxigation (not vet vanished)

ich loss of a clear concept
of narure and of the methods and scope
of science, and it was to the utter detri-
mem scienuific ruth and social action.
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caused the

g
Hardly was saved, and if we
2narchists were saved from the nidiculous-
ness of calling oursslves sciemtffic anar-
i it was perhaps only because the
¢ “scienmt * had alrcady been
X and rendered antipathetic by
marxian socialbism., In fact, many of our
omrades (and among them some of the
3 wmg apd illustrions) actually
i that anarchism is a deduction
with sqcentific wuths, and
tha: #t 15 nothing but the
{ the mechanicz] conception
© human interests.!

anyond
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Meanwhile, the fact that they remain
anarchists even while science progresses
and changes, demonstrates the fallacy of
their scientificism and demonstrates like-
wise that their anarchism is derived from
their sentiments and not from their
scientific convictions. RBut, in spite of
their professed objectivism, in practice
they will not admit facts or accept
theories which contradict their anarchical
aspirations.  And, if they had not had the
apportunity 1o pursue scientific studies, or
it remained in the state in which it was
centurics ago, they would probably be
anarchists just the same because, being
good and sensible men, they would suffer
because of human sorrows and would
want to find a remedv, and because, being
proud and just men, they would rebel
against oppression and would want com-
plete liberty for themselves and for all.
In additon they recognise the quality of
conscious anarchism in that immense
majority of comrades who do not know
science, and, when they do propaganda
work, they do just as we do, that is, they
seek 1o awaken in men the sentiments of
personal dignity and love of others; they
strive to excite the passion for liberty and
justice; they speak of general well-being
and of human brotherhood; they bring
to hight the social ills and they arouse
the desire to destroy them; and they do
not wait until the people have studied
mathematics, astronomy and chemistry.

The study of the sciences is an excellent
thing and we will speak later of those
which thevy serve, but to pretend that
anarchism (and the same holds true for
socialism and anv other human aspiration)
is a scentfic deduction and especially,
therefore, a conséquence of one of those
vast cosmological hypotheses in which

Probliems
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davs ago, in a high Austian
I was waiching the peasants
green grass in the traditional
scvth on slopes which
be completely impracticable
2l mower—drying it on
ble crosses called “‘hay-
away with all the
retains from this
d with the English
ing when it is hali-dry and
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ds, the sludge from their

everyvthing that could give the
f i liming it where
signs of aadity.
p a rich after-

ier manpuring, the

sh and green 2gain

pring. Thus, {for
ne peoples have been
lity of their pastures
by treating grass as

1 be tended just like
have been able to
nimal-food every year
the ferulity of the soil.
the other hand, a
ning, since the policy

food to balance the
red matenials was
politically powertul
nineteenth century,
) on of grassland
as become (o0 notorious
CXPOs
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An important schoal of agriculturists,
centring round Sir George Stapledon, has

FREEDOM BOORSHOP

T. W, Evans 12/6

Woodcock's Freedom

Land Potential
See George
review,

Animal Farm George Orwell
At lagt—a Penguin odivon of this
superb fairy tale.

No Language But A Cry H. J. Cross 976
This Memoyvside’ novel is *‘a subtle

1/6

and clover protest agminst con-
ditions that tend to make delin-
quency the natural outlet for

ndventurous young people,

The nish Labyrinth Gerald Brenan 27/6

of the Land

taken in hand this problem of rejuvenating
the English grasslands and bringing them
back, through an intelligent use of ley
farming, into their balanced position in a
mixed farming economy. The book under
review, Land Portential, is a study of the
relationship of this process to the grow-
ing potenunalities of the land. Mr. Evans
is particularly concerned with the way in
which the excessive use of fertilisers can

sometimes produce extraordinary crops
while at the same time weakening the
land, and he contends rightly, that a

permanent policy of increased agricultural
production must be based on a careful
scientific study of each farm and each
tvpe of farming country in order to find
the kind of cultvaton for which '{t _is
hest fitted within the soil’s intrinsic
potenualities.

This is a book which will interest all
who are concerned with this problem of
raising farming to its position in British
regional economy. In parts it is highly
technical, and the formule which Mr.
Evans produces towards the- end will be
useful 1o the farmer, but a little outside
the field of the general reader, who, how-
ever, should not be repelled by this {r_mu
studying the main arguments. Two
criticisms are necessary. The aulhor' at
times indulges in an exasperating guaint-
ness of language and, although one does
not expect such books to be written with
literary perfection, a little editing would
have been very helpful inp this case.
Secondly, Mr. Evans writes ds an expert
in extensive farming, only touching here
and there on the problems of the market
gardener. Yet it is surely in the intelli-
gent and balanced development of a
system of intensive culture which will not
at the same time destroy the fertility of
the land that the hope of growing a
sufficiency of food on the land of Britain
will always remain.

Grorce WooDCOCK.

philosophy takes such a great delight, is a
thing which is false per se und 18 perni-
cious because of the consequent effect it
can have on the intellectual development
of individuals and upon their capacity as
combatants.

The idea of a personal god, creator of
all things, which is the oldest, the most
ingenious, and the most grossly absurd of
these hypotheses has done immense harm
because it bas accustomed people to be-
liecving without understanding and, by
suffocating the spirit of examination, it
has made intellectual slaves, well prepared
to support political and economic slavery.

But do not scientific hypotheses do the
same where they are presented as firm
facts and as mouves for actions, to those
who know little or nothing of science and
who are, therefore, in no position to
judge? Some vague notions of scientific
facts, more or less true, and the knowledge
of a few strange words, are not enough to
make of a man a scientist, or even one
who knows what he is talking about or
who can choose from among the things
he is told.

For the public in general, Moses and
Haeckel are equally mythical figures and
the belief in the monism of one rather
than in the genesis of the other just be-
cause it happens to be the style in the
present environment does not make one
any the less ignorant, any the less super-
stitious, or any the less religious. And to
speak to the unbelicvers of atoms, ions
and electrons (which are only hypotheses
for explaining and binding certain cate-
goriecs of facts—convenient hypotheses
useful to the ends of scientific research,
but, nevertheless, only hypotheses, simple
mental concepts, and not at all positive
discoveries . . .) to speak, I say, without
adequate preparation of mysterious and
incomprehensible things to one who does
not understand, is the same as to speak
to him of god and angels. It means
the reaching of words as things and of
accustoming the mind to contenting itself
with affirmations which it can neither
understand, nor prove, nor define.

This would only be a change in reli-
gions, because it would stll be a religion
in the sense of blind submission to a
revealed truth, which can neither be con-
trolled nor comprehended. If it were
true that anarchy is a scientific truth, then
there would be no real anarchists except
the very few scientists who would call
themselves such; we others would const-
tute a non-conscious herd, which would
blindly follow a few holy men who had
been initiated into the reasons for faith.

Nor is there any difference in the moral
deductions or in the social applications
which can be obtained out of the various

cosmological theories. The priests had
God say the things which were con-
venient to them and used him as a

medium for justifying and strengthening
the dominion of the victors. However, in
the course of history there was no lack of
rebels, who, in the name of God, preached
justice and equality. It is said that every-
thing occurs by the will of God and
that, therefore, we must accept with
resignation our own position. But it can
also be said that rebellion is holy since
it does occur and hence must be willed
by God. It can also be said that, if God
is the common father, we are all brothers,
and ought, therefore, to be equal. In
sum, this idea may be turned in any man-
ner to suit any taste—ior example, we
know that Mazzini invented a god of
goodness, of love, and of progress, who
was entirely different from the ferocious
god of Pius IX.

Bakunin used to say thar, if God exists
men can have neither liberty nor dignity.
Another might say—and many, in fact,
have said it—that if all else 1s matter,
if everything is subject to natural laws,
the will is an illusion, liberty a chi
and man nothing but an automaton.

So it is that, if the convictions and the
moral aspirations are based on the mobile

Freedom for Man or for P-r-opdrty

IF Capitalism means exploitation of

class by class, Communism means the
bondage of all clusses to the State; and
Soci to-duy, save for its unrealised

State  hos

thinking blends imperceptibly with a
variety of anti- chools of thought.
Albert Jay Nock’s 'Our Enemy, the

found many enthusios

readers during rec
Spencer's -.’7‘»‘3;.

SCIENCE AND SOCIAL REFORM"}-

foundations of philosophic hypotheses,
they are alwaysuncertain and mutable. Like
the catholic who, basing his conduct upon
belief in God, is left without any moral
criterion as soon as his faith is shaken,
s0 the anarchist, if he were really an
anarchist because of scientific convictions,
would have to continually consult the
latest bulletins of the Academy of
Science, in order to determine whether
he can continue to be an anarchist.

Cassira furnishes an example of how,
by means of philosophy, the simplest and
most evident things can be confounded.
According to him “the principle of pro-
perty is based on the false belief in
creadon from nothing”. I, truly, do not
understand what he wants to say, but it
seems to me that if before having a
revolution and expropriating the holders
of social wealth  we must first attend to
nothing but the question of the origin of
the world, then the capitalists may sleep
in tranquillity! Oh, isn’t it much more
simple, much more comprehensible, to say
that, however the world may have been
formed it is here and ought to serve the
needs of all, and to incite the workers to
take it and to work it on their own
account, and to no longer permit them-
selves to be despoiled by those who, by
violence or fraud, have made themselves
the owners?

*

If then from the clouds of philosophy,
we descend to the more solid domain of
the positive sciences and of the so-called
social sciences, we find here, too, that they
can serve to defend the most diverse
political régimes, the most contradictory
social aspirations. From the immense
heap of more or less established facts,
each one chooses those which support his
own position, and each one formulates
theories which in reality, become pro-
grammes, desires, and objectives which he
proposes and which he, deluding himself
as well as others, calls scientific truths.
In the interpretation of the facts of
natural history, in anthropology, in the
philosophy . of history, in political econo-
my, and in every phase of sociology, at
every turning of a page we come upon
dubious affirmations which say it is when
they should say it ought to be, or, better,
I wish it were. The result is that
scientific, objective, and imparted investi-
gation suffers; the social struggle passes

The Man wit

OBERT FLAHERTY, who died last
week in America, was a film pro-
ducer who had nothing at all in common
with the “motion picture industry”: he
did not speak its language or obey its
rules. He was concerned, not with finance,
output or the supposed requirements of
the box office, but with using the medium
of film for enhancing our perception of
human life and the land and water on
which it is lived.

Flaherty began his working life as a
prospector _ looking for iron ore in
Northern Canada and then between 1910
and 1916 became an explorer, discovering
a land mass bigger than England at the
north of Hudson’s Bay, where an island
bears his name. On his last journey, he
took with him a film camera, and when
in an accident while processing the film
it was burnt, he became filled with the
idea of returning to make a film of the
life of the Eskimos.
pounds from Revillon Fréres, the fur
traders, he got together an expedition to
Port Harrison, Hudson’s Bay, where he
took eighteen months to make the film
which was first shown to the public in
1922 and has had welcome revivals ever
since.

Nanook of the North is a story of
man’s life at its very hardest, a constant
desperate struggle for food, a struggle
which leads not to competition, but to all
food being common to all. “It has o be

its own would starve. If 1 went into an
Eskimo igloo, whatever food they had was
mine . . . I often think of the Eskin
after a lo fioumey, starving an
not even oil for his lamp, coming to
white man’s store full of bacon and
beef and tins of food and tons
and yer the white man will not
anything unless he has sk
something the Eskimo cannot
Nanook died of starvation just

|=——=COMMENT on R. J. Flaherty

contract,
director, F. W, Murnau, to make his
‘of film, Tabu (1929-31). After this
came to Europe and after making his}
film on Industrial Britain, with Jo

With seven thousand | ¥®

s0,” said Flaherty,! “an Eskimo family on | .~

from the ardent field of passion o

interest which are its very |

degenerate into the chattering .

cians and the pedants. 3
Science gathers facts, classifies them, :

and when 1t finds that these facy
necessary, and that they I}m”‘ﬁgh
produce themselves every ume :
conditions are set up, formulates ;
laws, The latter are, for '-h""é reason,
nothing but affirmations that under given =
conditions certain definite Ph‘nmg-
occur. But this does not tell man What =
to desire, whether he should love or hate,
be good or bad, just or unjust. . .
justice and right are concepts Wwhich

science ignores completely. '

Science tends to delimit the field be-
tween fatalism and free will. The more
science advances the more powerful does
man become because he learns what
the necessary conditions which he mi
fulfil in order to be able to execute |
will. Bur this will, executed or noty
mains an extra-scientific force wi
own origins and its own tendencies.

At e

Toxology teaches the physiolog
poisons, but it does not tell us wh
we should use the acquired knowled,
poison or to cure people. Mechan
covers the laws of equilibrium and
resistance of materials; it teaches
build bridges, steamships and ae
but it does not tell us whether it i
to build the bridge where it ma
the greed of a proprietor, or where
serve the interests of all; it does
us whether ships and planes sh
used to carry soldiers and to hurl
upon people or to spread throughoul
world civility, well-being and brothe:
Science is a weapon that can .
good or for evil, but it ignores com
the idea of good or evil.

So then, we are not anarchists,
science tells us to be; we are, in§
anarchists because, among other real
we want everyone to be able to enjo]
advantages and joys that science
procure for us,

Errico MALATEST

[Note.—The above rranslation, byl
Boche, first appeared in that excelle
unfortunarely now extinct, Am
anarchist journal Man, for March 1938
S.EP] :

h Open Eyes
returning  with the German)

he
? P

Grierson, for the G.P.O., he went to
far west of Ireland and produced M
of Arran (1932-4);abourt the never-endi
struggle of the islanders with the sea,
went to India and brought back in |
Elephant Boy, based upon a story

Kipling’s. .
He was asked in 1940 to :
film for the United States Governmen
on the subject of soil erosion. The
was made, but the authorities
showed it nor permitted it 10 be
apparently because of the bitterness
which the film shows the

misery resulting from the co
exploitation of the land. e

in 1949. It is an exquisite
picture of the swmgs m.t;d
Southern Louisiana and the
floating derricks drilling for of
alligators  swim

: & A
sedition in 1750))
“Do it a :

fter the film wa
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CONTRADICTIONS
OF CAPITALISM

A MID all the recent talk about re-
3 ducing prices, some discordant
yemarks of Sir Hartley Shawcross, the
gdent of the Board of Trade,
p 10 have passed almost unnoticed.
all appearances the (Labour gov-
iment is in favour of checking in-
jon by keeping prices down. In
fent debate a Labour speaker, Mr.
Crossland, declared that
L We want to do is 10 restore a
of healthy price competition
€ we believe that everybody
B and nobody will Jose by it”.
Hartlcy supported him: “We

dndeed scck o break the
BWDICH at present hold back .
progress of industry

spur of free competition.”
jolitics, the legal gift of seeing

pdes of a gquestion is a great
For in the samc weck Sir
Shawcross had announced

e povernment hsd decided to
linate against Japancse imporis,
prment, he explained, was
in mind the pre-war record
: competition cspecially in
Bxtile trades. “We fecl we must
g present rewain our freedom o

our ecconomy i necessary

R abnormal and injurious com-
”

restriction applics also against

into colonial terri-
‘on the grounds thar Japanesc
P eates and production costs are

0w everyone remembery how Jap-

cotton goods almost destroyed
Lancashire cotton industry in the
But, of course, consumers
bd by the cheaper goods, and this
ey especially in India and the
Eas. On the other hand the
Bsiure textile workers went into
mployment.  Protection {rom the
fmment will preserve them from
Bow thar Japancse indusiry is

g poing again, but the lndians
wegard i1 as a betraval of the
po Plan for the advancing of

the Asiatg

B standard of living of

S one takes mp imerpational stand
(socialists used do
) what of the Japancsc workers?

(V) »0—il

ibelr standard of hving is

e they must be discriminated
Binst, aud their standard of
T will go down still further.

prically minded readers will re-

call ghet in order make India a
ket o lancasiure conon 1 the
aarly @inciecath century the Heish
edrminisir, Bon i  india destroved
Indiar M—qmu’m.p Cralts by Laxang

M wheels 0wl of cxamence

We have poimed oul belore it
he nature of capitalisi compotton
| mlh makes the ownuyg Ak
m low wages al D w0 that thcis
" can compete lavourably o fo

mfhu, bt llkl' 10w forcigo
m wlmg high wages bt

CIET 'ﬂodl compeie pooiiy agaiiel
h while at the same thine the logh
paid foreign workers become poicniial

Buyers of our goods. Hence the capi
‘list-socialist solution 1o Japance
eonpetition is 10 raise Japancke Wage
gmies (such considerations no doulbl

the democratic encourage-

gt of trade unions in Jupan) and
reduce the “unlair” competitive
rgin.  How litle uul; -jmluuc:
s motivatgd concern for Japanes
workers is lh:ywn by the fact that if
jt is for the moment unfcasible div

minatiot mm ].m ii p‘l.," nio

: solution would be
ncashire textile trade mrls;:
e y Wi
s wime B both
arly have to be animated by
and alist can-

Mreedom

| Letter from Germany

IN the Law for the Demogratisation of
German Schools, promulgared in the
Eastern Zone in 1946, we may read that
“The educational ideal in the new school
is & militant und democratic humanism,
that is to say @ humanism which mug
always be fought for and defended.”

ation of principle? It is evident that
words like “militant”, “humanism” and
“democratic” can be applied in many
different ways, a5 can the final phrase.
But this rext, since the paming of the
law, has received a clear and precise in-
erpretation, which Jleaves no room for
doubts or evasions: : “There must be in-
culcated in vouth love for the Democratic
German Republic and for ita President,
Wilhelm Picck™, is what we read in fact
in an explanatory circular from the Min-
istry of Education to the teaching pro-
fession, dated 1950.

Thus the “humanism"™ of the 1946
Decree has actually a very limited mean-
ing. It s the same with imnmuopnl
pesce which was defined by Heinrich
Deiters in Padagogik, the official teachers’
organ in Faut Germany, av follows:
“Peace, for which we struggle to-day, 1s
not a general humanitarian ides, bur a
form of rclations between peoples, which
ariscs s & result of precise conditions in
world politics.,” And he added, “We
designate this peace with the term “demo-
cratic peace”.

“If the school creates in the pupil a
general disposition to struggle for demo-
crutic peace, the particular task of the
teaching stafl is 10 concentrate this ten-
dency and 1o give it a very clear view
as to the essence of democratic peace and
its significance,” wrote Deiters in the
same official publication.

The school children of the Eastern
Zone must be made “partisans of peace”,
all perfectly in uc[_:. “It would be dan-
gerous,” observes Erwin Marquardt, one
of the principal Directors of Education,
“10 expose the pupil to individual influ-
ences. This would be a proof of non-

What is to be understood by this affirm-’

‘“ Democratic” Education in E. Zone

socialist thought, going back 1o the
dualism of a deparied ¢

*

A rigorous control has thus resulted
from the total “democratisation” of teach-
ing. The or of the Russian authori-
ties, the Tégliche Rumdschae (11/10/50),
has given us an cdifying example of
litical collaboration from s school ax
ipzig during the “elections”:

“The pupils hastily established a
wall newspaper . . . for agitation in the
neighbouring streets . . . Two pupils
set up the big blackboard in the road
outside the school. As a surprise, they
proposed to make propaganda with the
aid of luminous signs, dove and the
word ‘peace’ appeared on the Is
October, the clection date.”

The teachers in this school evidently
could not lag behind. Participation in the
electoral preparations @g declared in an
unanimous resolution, “We detest war and
are training our pupils in the spirit of
Peace and for the unity of Germany. On
the 1st October we stand for the National

Front",
The educational programme dated 4th
September, 1950, prescribed for teachers

the following themes:

]. The National Congress for German
Unity.

2. The American aggression in Korea.

3. The rally of 100,000 partisans of
peace in the Ruhr,

4. What is the reason for the single
clectoral programme and single
electoral list

5. How can the school help the electoral
campaign.

6. The 5-year plan for peace and well-
being.

7. The preparations for war in Western
Germany.

8. The great Socialist October Revolu-
tion.

9. The Oder-Neisse frontier of peace.

imdivi-
e .i’

Communists

{ Contioved from page 1)
superiority over Russia is based on the
legal processes: a codified, knowable law,
not law by whim or decree; a law apply-
ing equally w ull citizens; a law adminis-
tered rutionully and on the basis of the
If, for the powerless, these
meaningless, the
and cven ruling

evidence, eic

protections  are  often
Amenican government

been saware that a tranguil

clusses have

populsce is the best condivon for civil
pesce and continuity of production and
profit; and a tranguil populace is one
without overt  grievances against the
government, and secure in ils sense of
personal liberty. And 1o this we owe it

that ip recent times we did pot have to

deal with serious general attacks on the
svotemy of legal liberty. It is this secunity,
meagre und by implication condescending
as it is, that is threatened in the present
Imslande

I'he liberals who support the repressive
measurcs ask, granted they are odious, do
we have any aliernative? And the con-
scrvatives, charscienstically more blunt,

if we have the right 1o kill Com-

mumists in Kores, by whal mysienous
morality are ther Amencan allies 10 be
bnmune from reteliavon when they
atiempt a comparable work? The answer

if une is nght wo is the
the liberals fec]l uncasy
against thewr peighbours
political allics] the wrath
againsl aEnony-

must De, yci
oither cven o

Ul lurnung

1 yeslerguy

FTivas

ey Wy casily
I foreigners (though yesterday's mili-
wry allie For irmavonal or brelevani
£ the government muay SNELUDCS
I ET-£1d 1 oul these are lb{
¥ Lngs of &l

But dee matier dots not sop beve. The
luditrg) —and oot erely  liberal—ermor
3 W mek what U desiapble? and then 10
Futpair o pay e prace (prodgngly when
e prace tevad v cucdflics with moral
ViRllbs Bt a e deloulsiion mus be
bromder, anvd bl ¢ Ihe Rsovered
e BE P | : it phiklil y ‘uE
othes ot | ahe  adiectavy We may
ngtilly  asnk theirs Jricgee wisn ey
Femlisg  thit Wb wsgaceusiprad of Apesss
cans, the slaughun of foroipoeds, asd the
deteriwaton of the btwroes of ADerioass

Wi have ma eveo relereed W skl el
e me the ven powsss of e PRI,
wsitual pigooniupy, consnipiions L e
#vie of those who do nol believe ip b,
el o—what will they say of o policy, alisd

. Even so, the M of

“restoring” competiion in 8 werld
where wages are favoursbly wifected
by capitalist prospecity makes such 2
solution, 10 our mund, & great deal los
practicable than lhq anarchis alm of
destroying competition  and  wages
altogether. What is required by w
free the Lancashire worker from the
situation where his (or ber) prosperity
is achieved ar the expense of the

Japanese worker.

and the Law

such matters as these are thrown into the
scales?

Or, to put it another way, when we
see what the nature of 8 process is, we
are required to make a judgment about it,
even if we can sec that the revolutionary
changes nceded to establish new alterna-
tives cannot be put into effect just yet.
We are required to decide whether the
direction of these tendencies is, in its
towality, desirable, and we will therefore
support it; or whether we should oppose
and try 1o weaken it. It is, of course,
possible to understand those who consider
the necessary revolunionary changes too
remote and try to hold consistently 10 a
position of ' “war but civil liberties”. It
is not a contemptible position; it is merely
an effort to stop up with one hand the
barrier that one is beating away at with
the other.

DT,
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M. BAKUNIN :
| Marxism, Frecdom and the Sizie—
paper 2/6, cloth 5/-
HERBERT READ :
Art and the Evolution of Man—4/-
Existengiclum, Mazum and
Anzchium—3/6
Poeory and Anachism, cloth 5/-,

paper 2/6 .

The Philosophy of Anorchism—
boards 2/6, paper 1/-

The Educasion of Frea Men—1/-

GEORGE WOODCOCK : !
A,u;iy or Chaos—2/6, cloth 4/6
New Life 1o the

Raleays and Secusry—3d.
H.n::yw Heovalsi—6d.

Wha s Asarchiom?—l1d.
The Bwis of Communal Liging—

1/
| ALEXANDER BERKMAN

ARG of Anwchim—]/-

WETSON
i Poverty 'ﬂ-l (he Sigte—
otk 16, pager 1/-

ROPOTRIN
"J.'.";m.- 0 n.-u?-"‘ Rilo—1 /-

¥R
.u::l: %‘uh.-'s Kssson— /-
Bl s Cotballs Chech and
the Moders Ago—3d
[P v —

Mura Lowwss ui.. I¥18 1949
AT 8/-

o fz sl:'t"?ﬁq
17, Red Lion Street,
. Lendon, W.C.1,
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10,
1.

The World Pesce Congress,
m:ﬂlp#m&u of the lhl:m l{l'am-

w 1] -
Pioneers”, » ;
The Stalin Constitnstion.

Stalin, leader of the World Front for
Peace.

A vast progra leted by 1asks
imposed upon lhrg:mﬂ_t:’-mmn
an example: “What is a Panisan of
Peace? ch man who rises courageously
against the Anglo-Saxon tmt'u-u]uu and
their lackeys. Describe the life of a par-
tisan of Peace! You can chose a great
personality, (Stalin, Max Reimann, Joliot-
Curie) or an anonymous figure among the
innumerable fighters (Youth, Women,
Workers) who defend peace in all hj!dl
Describe their life as you imagine it!

*

The national educational system in the
Eastern Zone is a n}echanigm ;ulﬁinr{:.n?;
above in an extremely precise Ias
every aspect. For example the teachers
have always to give a special place to the
names of Lenin and Stalin: “Underline
their importance as founders of the Soviet
Union, their pre-eminence as Jeaders . . .
of the workers” movement and of the con-
struction of socialism; insist on their
political wisdom and their disinterested
slt:ugx]: for the well-being of the working
class!”

The local chiefs, Pieck, Ulhricht and
Grotewohl, are also made the objects of
a tremendous cult. But all this fades
away before the passion with which the
Ministry of Education tries to inject the
teaching of the Russian language into the
primary schools. Thus we read in 2
circular from the Ministry addressed 1
teachers: “The teaching of Russian is 0
to advanced as a most important qualifica-
tion of the teaching through
the simplifying of methods, for example
in teaching pupils Russian songs, in
organising the of letters with
Soviet children and the w{oﬁ
support given 1o the teacher of the
sian language by the entire teaching staff”
(our italics). 1

This circular is accompanied by a
threat: “Primary pupils who get insuffi-
cient marks in Russian will have to repeat
the class, in cases where a bad spirit or a
lack of interest have been the cause, and
the eventual complaints of parents arc to
be addressed to the Bezirksschulams”
The central institute of teaching in the
district).

12.
13.

i

The “Young Pioneers” is the Commun-
ist organisation for children up to the age
of 14 years. A circular on this subject
from the Cenirad Office for Schools, says:

1. The leaders of the Young Pioneers

participate in all conferences of the

teaching personnel.

. The Young Pioneers are responsible
for progressive education in the
schools, in collaboration with the
school principals.

3. Spurts mecungs and other rallies
are organised in collaboration be-
tween the school and the Young
Pioneers.

4. The choice of pupils due to go on
10 grammar ls is to be made in
consultation with the Young Pion-
€ETs.

Thus, from their infancy, the Youth of

Esast Germany is to be submitted to an

ha
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“education” which is essenuially pelitical, programme 13 enriched in
to the neglect of real educsticn. It an  way.
Pl i i oy S o

tica ton is the p of the t inernavonal rile of 1he
of teaching. A:inl.hcu'.m:urmc d Wbmmaddﬂlmd*
Reich the cult of the leader ks deve Werid Peace Movement, and an under-
to exiremes: “Youth loves President Wil-  sianding that Sowier saching snd Soviet
kelm Pieck, it is pecessary 1o display bis  schools are the most progremsive in the
portrait in every swhoal”. Féte days st world ... ™
schoo! are oumerous: The Day of Peace; G.5.

- "
‘We of Nagasaki’

NE looks in vein, and with a growing  chapiers, seam vather malier
Ommaaurm.lwmh‘ thow chisf comcern 'lulr
of anger, or s reiammens, agaons  and mavel woundi—ihe feehing of puils r
thote who, w Jopan's enomics in s, smmmm-‘m'
wérs J.Il‘sl‘j' res Jor m M L] W ‘m d m
the tarrar, the ﬁ:mmﬂ which have  thay detect i themselves and the other
thus fullen uwpon the wriers. Thay seem  sowviven, whst Dr. P
& wmis o regard the bowmb, from thp  oribes @ “owr seciary m )
apect, a5 though & Al bivn o wancal,  rupis, now siriving o funcrion &
.mwN:M .,ul:'wm ":;:c 3-)17.:5 ¢ communay. "
he ® wurld,” wrade h l .
i peraber 1he meriel aid and ol A L .sﬁ:... cmphaise
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READERS’
VIEWPOINTS

NE would think that of all Movements
devoted o genuine, humanitarian
progress, the Anarchist movement would
be the most flourishing and successful.
The reason? Well, if one looks areund
at the lunatic antics of political and
adership throughour the world
: looks honestly at the
Korea, the tragedy of Europe
increasing famine in China.
ining areas; if one sees,
2, the immensity of
suffering due 1o
power-seeking, then
expect, reasonably, that the
{ human beings would reject the
policy of leadership through poli-

al

ficians all the clap-trap of bureau-
CTACY Modern State. One would
hope, expect, that a decided

ordinary folk would support

ion of all men, based on

naples.

nse one would not expect

ividuals to support policies

their own destruction, par-
blazant, power-hunting

nssoqa

libertarian, Errico Malatesta,
ier to Wwin, we must raise

e, 1 would prefer
identify such

OraeT

It is
The

v leaders to-day?

worth cor

Lh\ Iron

fering folk within
t as, of course, Soviet lead
et in motion similar barbarities

us.
uestion before the State,
ht, democratic or totali
not so much of hum gs
g help in distress or protection from
, but rather preserving the insti-
f legality and the property
t of ecomomic privilege and ex-
The same would apply to the

THEY BUILT THEIR OWN HOMES
Warl at week-ends, evenings and
annual holidays, 20 Brighton
n have built their own, houses

h got £1,000 loan ffom
Corporaton and 80-year
i They averaged & house

a plague was unveiled on
letred house.
News Chronicle, 27/5/51.

AND THEY WILL PULL 16 DOWN

houses built in 1935 are to be

SIXIEEn g
pu beczuse they are “nolin &c-
= rown-planning proposals™.
E women and children “:ill
lo C The tenants of the
hc ynes Road, Kemsing, near
Se have received a week’s

The owner, Mr. Fred
will have the houses de-
soon as weather permits.
Council ordered the de-
= years because “layout

derrimental to the
cality.” But Mr. Jarvis
o the work at his own
ght cost three times as
He said last might:
but this has been

M7z el

¥
E

k, including rates and
zre flat-roofed. Each has

TWC living-room, kitchen, and
ba are in good condition.

Orn the other side of the road are council
houses, with sloping roofs. An official
of Sevenozks council said: “We will do
what we can 1o find other accommodation
for these people. But the council is under
no obligation 1o rehouse persons displaced
by action taken by the planning
authority.”
FOOTNOTE.— | here is @ housing waiting
list of 3,000 in the Sevenoaks area.
Daily Express, 14/7/51.

LEADERSHIP AND MISERY

Soviet bloc. There is no basic com-
munism here, N0 communal well-being,
no association of free ideas, no secking
the truth and bumanity; instead, a ruth-
less drive towards expansion of a class
ideclogy, and the introduction of methods
to attamn it, not fit for the animals who

inhabit the earth, let alone men and
women, who are murdered to suit the

leadership and the policy and the party-
line.

We should opposs, vigorously, all at-
tempts to hunt down the ordinary folk of
the world and to enslave them physically
and spinitually to systems of mngid and
oppressive  legality. We should
emphaticaily: “A plague upon both your
houses!™ And as libertarians we should
go even further, and add: “A plague upon
all your houses!”™

If one asks to be led, to be “taken for
a ride” in the American sense of thar
phrase, 1o kiss the feet of the pseudo-
prophets, then assuredly one can enjoy
the privilege of a littdle extra cake thrown
from the master’'s table. Loyalty and
obedience to the hunters and plunderers
is an important part of conditioning; con-
ditioning 1o accept leadership and all the

say

necessary misery that must follow., You
take your choice and you pay.
In the case of Korea, you pay with

blood and with sweat and with indignites
not deemed fit to be borne by the animal.
In Europe, you pay with fears of in-
security, of wunemployment, poverty,

starvaton, dispossession, exile, loneliness
and

tyranny. In England, you pay by
ing time while the stew burns, hoping
hope itself that the people will
s soon encugh to know their enemies;
g that this country could give such
remendous burst of encouragement to
kKind by its maction in all the situa-
lere war and aggression and
t were concerned. If we, here,

firm against all the calls two
1l the blackmail by
1st all slander by loyal
“our ocountry right or
t all nadonalistc and racal
inst the whole paraphernalia
bureaucratic caste-sodety
X give some real libertarian
syndicalist answers to this whole

chaotic business, then our future might
indeed be a little more secure and a great
deal more worthwhile.

The position of leadership in the world
to-day is closely allied to the misery we
see spreading from one area to another,
Politicians may be decent in themselves,
as individuals, but once the jiggery pokery
of State Machinery and Party Policy is
in action, the individual either works
according to rule, or just plainly, gets out.
There may be more scope in Western
emocratic methods—and, of course, the
form of punishment is not death—but it
would be very naive to think that the
heavy legality of the State is merely
reserved for dressing funny men in funny
igs—comic as that may seem in Britush
»d films.

The “give and take” of our so-called
democratic society is quite a fact if one
is obedient to the rules as presented by
the controlling class, or caste, of the
moment. It may be Labour or less
Labour, more Tory or less Tory, but it
adds up finally to being a good boy and
voting within the framework of State
regulations and commands.

Let us remember that behind the facade

of Party government there is & permanent
class of officials carrving the orders of
the State into the innermost places of our
personal lives. They operate the system,
no matter what politician of this or that
party is in power, and they operate it in
spite of all the blah and profuse regrets
of the opposition.  Occasionally, the
workers feel benefits from a more pro-
gressive group of individuals: a little
more cake and even a little more space
and time to eat it in, will often fool the
most intelligent worker at some period in
his slaverv.

Yet let the economic system fall about
their ears, as fall it must in a cut-throat
nationalism — or internationalism — then
the picture becomes rather different. A
little unemployment can calm many a
would-be revolutionary. As one writer
put it: “Withhold the bread and they (the

masses) come running.” Callous? Yes,
indeed, but we do well to see the real
truths behind the scenes of kid glove

democracy and the even bigger leg-pull
of the no-unemployment-in-our-soviet-
heaven attitude. Whether it's kid glove
or mailed fist, it is merely the time factor
that fixes the date for the worker's en-

FREEDOM

slavement and consequent extinction. The
ordinary bloke is always at thc_rmei

end; if he waits for it, there is m
a prolonging of his agony, not a lessen-
ing. He must end it mrmel{ because no
politician, however well-meaning or deter-
mined can put this catastrophic situation

right.

gln a recent copy of Freedom, the

quotation on the frm:u paag:& from

Ignazio Silone's novel Bread }:‘h..
L

is something you ha
It's no use begging it
applies 10 every

read: “Liberty
take for vourself. |1
from others.” This 3
phase in one’s life. No lasting, genuine
help can come from the leadership of
politicians and the Brass Hats who serve
them. There may be better P?’hnc‘l
actions than others, a little less evil here
and there, but in the end the future of
it all will be misery and death—and not
for us alone,

It seems that anarchism is just common=
sense, and the whole world of hum
beings never needed it more than they d&
to-day. A free, happy society of humal
beings throughout the earth: how th
would solve the so-called unsolval
prgblcms of the hour, and how th
enjoy doing it! But we should be
it soon before political leadership d
our final atomic destruction. E

J. H. Moorual

“Only a

HE subject of identity cards has been
brought into the news by Mr. Will-
cocks’ case. It is nmow seven years since
I did twenty-one days on a similar iden-
tity card “offence” (which I do not say
in any boastful spirit, for it would be
indeed interesting to know how many
people have been in jail for one thing or
another in connection with identity cards)
but I have nothing really to add to the
very comprehensive analyses that have
recently appeared in Freedom.

Only ...

I was arguing with somé Labour friends
the other day. Now quite recently one
of the leaders of the Labour movement
defended identty cards, asking what after
all was the encroachment on individual
liberty by just carrying a piece of paper.
My friends asked me what after all was

~

Imagine you know

The Legacy of Imperialism |

an African well enough to have his confidence, and that

ke is able ro speak freely 1o you: this is whar he might say, and say with conviction,

even with hear:

wunii tited you.

t came 10 my couniry to ger and 1o exploir.
Why did you not come before, if vou wanted to help us?

You did nor come

You knew of our country, and of us, and of our needs; why did vou not come then

with vour Christianitv, and vour hospitals and your schools?
/ 1 vou, when you wanted to get, when your new machines needed
, and vour goods nceded us as mew markets; you came fo gel—
! need our oils and minerals and food, so you say—bv force; and

suil

a lot of small churches.

“Bur what have you iaken jfrom us?

No: you came

You have taken our freedom. And |

yer mo race in the world talks more of freedom than you Brivish do. You sing |

shall be slaves’.
From London?

‘Briions never
i by others?

we De

no force, you could nor stay—you know that. _
Bur whar are all those things if we have nor freedom?

us. We grant all thar.

Whar abour us?
Why won’t you give us freedom?
allowed 1o govern ourselves, to have our own couniry back?

Do you rhink we enjoy being
Why can't
If vou had
You talk of the benefits you bring

We'd rather lose oll those things, and make our own mistakes, if only we had
. s - »
freedom, if only we had our own country back.

—Rev. James WeLcH, B.B.C. Home Service, 16/9/1950.

( Continued from page 1)
jems of Africa and other “‘undeveloped
territories”. The social tensions resulting
from the decline of Briush imperialism;
the growth of small educated professional
classes who imbibe European ideas of
democracy and self-determination and find
that practice contradicts principle; the
impact of machine culture upon impover-
ished largely illiterate and semi-literate
agricultural workers, somenimes peasants,
sometimes plantation labour providing
European industries with raw materials;
these tensions are not to be resolved by
political panaceas, nor by bglnted_ and
relatively niggardly economic aid which is

B et

Glasgow Anarchist Group e
THE SIXTH ANNUAL ANARCHIST SUMMER SCHOOL
will be held at the :
WORKERS OPEN FORUM

picion. Here 1s the dilemma—we have
neither the right 1o assume that “‘the bene-
fits of European civilization” are what the
colonial people need, —they don’t make
us very happy—nor have we the right to
deny them the right to advance to Euro-
pean standards because we happen 1o
think rhey will be happier with * a simple
life”, And while we may correctly say
that the British should withdraw from the
colonies and let the people work out their
own salvation, we know at the same time
that the immediate result of such a with-
drawal is the “Burma-isation” of these
countries.

The “reactionaries” and the progres-
sives” have both grossly oversimplified the
problems of imperialism. The former
were at least honest enough to admit that
our standard of life has for over a century
depended upon the ‘exploitation
of colonial les. recognise this

oy guilt,

in our own

bound to be received with justifiable sus- i
|

Scrap of Paper”?

the encroachmenr on individual liberty
by just carrying a piece of paper.

It was a nice sunny afternoon, but I
felt quite a chill. 1 suddenly remem-

bered . . .

You see, once during the war I had the
opportunity of taking part, in a heated
discussion some German P.O.W.s were
having. A couple of them were definitely
pro Nazi and the rest weren't. It was
the first time 1 had really met Nazis. Of
course, I had seen them swaggering along
in jackboots, but this was off duty, these
two young Germans were ordinary, quite
decent people who had formed allegiance
to a party and were sticking to 1t (Tl!ey
were quite like my Labour friends with
whom I was arguing and I say this with-
out any sneer).

Well, the two pro-Nazis were denying
that atrocities had occurred under Hitler.
One of them even denied that the Jewish
people had suffered anything untoward
except during what he called the “first
excesses” and he challenged the others to
prove him wrong. They were all scorn-
ful and impatent with him and one of
them asked him if he had never even seen
people going through the streets wearing
the yellow star with which the Nazis
marked out the non-Aryans.

He even had an answer for that. He
asked, “Isn’t the six-pointed star the
Jewish symbol (the Star of David). Why
should the Jews object to wearing it then?
We wear the Hakenkreuz, what harm is

there in their wearing the star?”

Of course, there was no real answer
that would convince him, any more than
there is any real answer that will convince
them. The identity card is only a scrap
of paper, and everybody knows that when
we elected to fight the first world war
“over a scrap of paper”, as the famous
saying was, it was all really newspaper
boloney . . . There is nothing really that
will convince anvone who pins their faith
to a party what freedom really means, and
that is why in order to be an anarchist
you have to forget about bourgeois paci-
fism and defend yourself against all these

HELPFUL NOTES FOR THE
OFFICER CLASS

Going into the Army from a public
school should not be a great shock, Life
is coarser, but essentially of much the
same order. Both school and the Army
are ruled by hierarchies demanding un-
questioning obedience to their authority.
Both require adherence to codes of be-
haviour, many of the detils of which to
the close observer, the new boy and the

recruit, appear to be devoid of m&

merit. Both offer conditions of life

varying physical discomfort, and if any-
thing first impressions of a public school

are the more disturbing. ]
—Times Educarional Su

nice people even if the people wha
respectable and so middle-class wi
you that that means “confronting
ority with greater gunpowder”
doesn’t mean that at all, it means
able to do something about it when
have the jackboots on or when the
exhausted everything else and th
you that your internal passport is 1
order 4
(Sorry about the words “internal
port”, I'll be calling a finance ce

tion a money-lender next ... )
A

Correction

An unforrunate evror crepe into the
of George Woodcock's three arricles o
“Pacific  Coast  Indians”  (Free
30/6/51, page 2). In paragraph
line ren, please read “‘economic inequa
for “‘economic equality”.

MEETINGS A'ND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS ar
HYDE PARK
Every Sunday ar 3.30 p.m.

INDOOR MEETINGS

Every S:md’g at 7.30 p.m.

a rhe PORCUPINE (corner Ch
Cross Road at Gi. Newport Streat,
next Leicester Sq. Underground S

These Meerings are suspended for
the Sumer months. They

will re-commence in
SEPTEMBER.

Warch this column for future
Announcements. #

NORTH-EAST LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS
l}q.!!ﬁirrﬂ}lﬁhd
at 7.30
AUG. 7—Desmond Mills
“A LECTURE RECITAL"
(ar Woodford)

AUG. 21—Eric Maple
“POWER” > 1
Enquiries c/o Freedom Press

SOUTH LONDON
Meerings suspended for the

Readers interested in |

activities, please con
¢/o Frecedom Press.




