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rfﬂ AN /DEAL WORLD. . .

PRESTDENT Carter could hardly
have praved for aavihing more
helpiul 1n the run=up to the next
presidential election than the Soviet
immasion of Afghanistan. Having
bullt wp his reprtation during his
first term of office on his ability to
do nothing (which as far a8 we are
goncerned is the best thine any
president can-do) while there was
nothing to do - immediitely some-
thing hippens he {8 seen a8 4 man
of principle and action, Detenbe
may be albrizht, bot ageression by
somebody alse) (s pved with pres-
idental gold,

And the great thing (s - e still
docant have to actumlly do anything

except strike moral stances, wait
for the righteous indigration of all
those for whom Vietmam has been
erased from their selectve memor=
fes - and collect the applause of the
hawks.

For our own dear prime minister
the slbhation is just as julcy.
Having already established hor pol-
itical virginlty as the Iron Malden
by refjecting the advances of the
wicked Russian reds and {lottering
her eyvelishes at those other reds
{further to the East, s 18 now
PROVED RTGHT. The Fussians Are
{mperialist and expansionist after
all.

Conventently forpetting that Lt
wis while the Seviet Unlon (under

Wy Gob, Ma'am,
WHAT OF THE
fmﬁ’Eﬁ?Eﬁ'ﬂl?

POLITICAL GAMES

Stalin) was our great wartime ally
and while the greatest Englishman
who ever Wwed, Winaton Churchlll,
was our great leader, that Russia
bud It up ite empire of bulfler sthbes
from the Palde to the borders of
Greecs, Maggle {8 now able to
gscreach out lowd, T told you sa™
while, ke Ammy, having to do
Hittle but strike moral stances.

Ome really spiteful reaction our
government ks vnleashed has been
to inerease the outpot of pews dir-
ected at the Soviet Unlon by the RAC
External Services - il
per day, Wow, that'll teach ‘em to
invade Aflghanistan! So too will the
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viclous decislon to cancel the Red
Army Cholr and withdraw funds for
Soviet fllm directors coming to
London for a festival,

Perbaps & bit more sinlster and
Interesting was the cancelling of
exchanges® between Britdsh and
Soviet mvies and alr force ataff
colleges. Dear reader, did yoy know
that these exchanres took plice -
all the Hme our Tron Maidon was
ratting her tin sabre ?

The one big issue, however,
upon which Mrs Thatcher has stuck
her neck out Is her call for a boycott
of thet Olympic ames in Moscow
nizxt Julyv. This could well be the
greatest gamble of her career,
which we hope will be mereifully
ahort, nit we must say that we don't
réemember her ever saving anything
like it bafore.

Earglve us if our memory falls
us - but did she ever offer a whisper
of support for Peter Hain"a "Stop
the Tle Tour' eampaign against
South African cricketers In 1970 2

Has she ever uwHered one word of
criticism of the blamnt ma4onm ism
and revolting mbriotic oxploitation
of 'golds’, "sibvers' and ‘bronzes
by all the mnation stes taking part
in thess nationalistic mmborees
Hd Mrs Thatcher ever, before
Afghaniatin, utter ome word of
protest agiinst the well-publicised

rounding up of young people and
dissidents In Moseow 2

Tt was reported hero, loud and
clear, that the Russlan state was
pepiring, Snd proceeding with,
the avacuation of Moscow by thous-
ands of Individuals who might be
corrupted by contact with forelgn
vigitors. Mol only the known dissld-
ents - of whom Sakharaov 18 the
latest and beat known - but rany
workers sbrugeling for (ree trade
unfons, monltoring the Helsinkl
human rights ‘agreement' or simply
petting tirad of being pushéd around,

For these, Mapre Thatcher was
nob prepared to jeltison the advan-
tges of ‘detente® - for all this is
an 'intermal maler!, like the treat-
ment of the Jews {n Mazl Germany
until 1939, when it became & wseful
Pr o gmndd, wed pon.,

Mow, however, she 8 pepared
to find these principles, [or, let's
face it, how much does Prlbin hbdve
to lose In Olymple terms = the
termd that matior, that is?* How
many "golds” do we s@nd to win,
abnced aginst how mamy lgnom-
inlous defeacts by the professional
amateurs of the super states 7

Tt may well be hard luck for-Seb-
astian Coe and Robin Cousing = but
what do they maber in the real
power gamés of the world *
Expendable, Hke pawns inall the
I e,

We are not antl-sport. We are
thrilled by humiin endeavour and
perfection in &1 sphares of activiby.
What we should Hike to see would
be a bruly free Games, with {pdlvid-
uals competing for the joy of the
mame, released from the inhuman
pressures which are lid upon them
by the miriotie erap of "runmng for
vour country®, hysteria for an
extra half-inch in the high jumps
degmir for eoming only fourth -
amond the wor ld's best!

As for the dospicable Margaret
Thatcher, yves, we would like to -
se¢ & boyeott - a boveott of every-
thine she stands for. A hoycott of
all thi political pames that abhe &
her kind play all the time, with
athletes or steelworkers, miners
and teachers, dockers and docbors,
childrén and adults,

Becently Magples sald, "ln an
ideal world, we could diveree sport
and politica - but we don't llve inan
fdenl world"”, Wow right she wis =
amd by her political pames she tries
to ensure we shall mever reach an
{deal world.

That's the thing to boyealt = all
their political games. Then peophe
could meet freely across the fronk-
lers and prove themselves as per=
sons and not as subjects, as person-
alitles and not as objects of manlp-
ubltion.

Himw A6H78

Noseow 50 Comwiiese

IT was the bigwest press conferenoe
I cin remamber. The evening belore
thére had been a sort of breleflng -
mereting At a studio in the Marals.
Fack in 1870 T remembered Rukovaky
digcugsing future actions with his
friend Allk Volplng now besides
Bukoveky there was Piyushch,
Euzpetsov, Gorbanevskays and
Armalrik, declding how best to ans-
war the predietably dim guestions
the pross would ask (they did),
chatred sensibly and humorously

by Marek Halter, a Russian-born
Parisian much iovolved in the events
of May 1068, Toneaco had naowed
these men a8 the alternative Soviet
government and If you kad to have
oné Tagree with him, They were
jolned on the platform pext mornins
by Maksimov, Falnberg and Ginsherg,
How many deécades of prison, camp

and "hoapital® had these peopls sur-
yvived®

The hall was filled nimoat to
suffecation and the photoeraphers
chatructed the TV cameras and
there was much shovine and shoutine,
The elght Russlans had swidenly
become mews apain, thanks to Rrez-
hnev's Rlunder {or was it Sualov's?
Eremlinologtists are still arguing),
Their mtience wis agtounding and
very moving in the face of the
blandly ignorant questioning. T had.
previously heard Pritish MPs pott-
B gimilar questions to Bukovsky in
mommditee at the House of Commonsa
ind [ know 1 hdive no more patence,
+hat |s maver even hinted at is the
increasingly blatnt evidence that the
Soviet state la garanteed by Western
eredit and Western {mvestment (1f
you doubt this you should read Yid=

ki Coli by Charles Levinson), Aa
it was with psvehiatey, so it is with
busipess, And o many would Hke 1t
to be in the quaintly-styled *spori®,
What detente 1= all about as Lord
Carrington was quick to point out
after his truly Irightening threat to
give the RRC an extra hall hour
broadcast to Russia.

The pess conference was clear s
a success |n putting over the dissld-
ents! case, malnly because the
speakers refuged to be sidetracked,
angwerines lenoranee with humour
and wisdom, What has not been
answored s the full extent of the
Western betrayal and the reasons for
lt. Pul thess guestions ean only b
agked by & wogtarnor. When shall
we a-‘l:-rt? DM

TRAGALGARPLeE
@/ﬁ/—@éﬁ

A rally i3 belng organised by
the committes fore 10 Februmrey in
Trafalgar Square,
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The Red Menace

I expect that many readers have
gpenl much time and effort irying
to fgnore the press’ horror storkes
about the ss-called infiltratbon of
the Lsbour party by Trotskyists As
with all such press lixations, the
coverage s repetitious and unana-
lytical, but it peveals oeriain points
that some people might expect but
the average reader would mot notice.

The most obwious reason for this
progagenda canpalgn I8 % a counter-
attsck ageinst the kelt's attempts o
reform the party, and transber power
inte thelr own camp. Aller the ¢lec-
thon defeat, the varbous sections of
the party each looked for a scepegoal
to blame i on to, The ledv-wing with
the predom inantly left-wing Natlonal
Executive Comm ittes, were the [irst
into battle with Anthony Wedgwood-
Bennwho now drinks out of a tin muog
instesd of Wedgwood ching so that
the workers will think e ‘s one of
thermn | a8 the high priesi, and the
party legder and eX-prime minisier
James Callaghan as the scapegoat,
The K.E.C.were annoyed that Call-
sghan had taken out of the pro-¢lection
manlfesto, the mom lelt-wing |rop-
osals that they bad vobed for. Tley
clatmed, and seemed 10 believe, that
with the manifestio in the form that
they had wanted, Labour could have
won the election, The N,E.C.there-
fore docided to introdice measures
to glve them selves power to decide
on the contenizs of the manifesia, pnd
also called for Callaghan to mi;i.gr:
50 that he could be replaced by one
of thelr supporters. It is elalned that
these messures were nbroduced (o
democratiss the party, as the N.E.C.
15 democraticly elected by the party
members, bul the people roposing
it pow wouid find some reason Lo
oppose it if the &, E.C. wore predon-
inantly réght-wing end the leader
more lefl-wing,

The right were then forced to prot-
gct their power, and tried to gain
public suport by implying thet e
reformers were all extrem ists, Orl-
ginally, Benn was constantly referred
to in the press as a marxist, but his
fdeas were already (oo well known for
sucii @ label w have much elfect,

s0 the Trolskyist conspiracy was borm,

It has never beon cloined that the

k. E,C. had been taken aver by Uhe
Trols, or that the left in peneral were
involved in this conspiracy, bat the
ides was to create an atmosphers
where any proposals for reformare
mel #ith suspleion . Unfortunstely
for the right, their timing was not
very good, and the scpndal they crea-
ied has givesn the left cover to conti-
pue with their plans while the rest of
the party worries aboul the Trots.

Another reason for these claims,

i that sfter nearly four years of
bungling =long in affice, the Labour
pariy hes had to try o convinge Uhe
public that i actuslly has a party
line. As attempito turn thelr muddle
of vagee electoral promises into-g
consisiant policy would be impossibale
and would allenste many sectlons

of their volors, who turned (0 hem
bec ause of 20 ne minor concesslonsg
gronted o tbem, the party must find
sxne popular bogeymen and thus
der fine what the ppriy line 15 not.

In a3 ne weys it 18 fortunale for the
party thal the manifesio expresses
the will of the kzder and not the
party as o whole othe rwise it would
show up better the Inconsistancies
wilhin the party, The ppriy's cont-
radiction between the soclelist lang-
wige ey have inberitted snd the
socinl democratle policies they
parsuve is largely covered by the
leader avoiding pny Situstion where
b onight have Lo choose.

What ihere is of & party line I8

taken from the policies of the ruling

| Hu-'n‘r":

L Jrr o rhu increase,

| need more Lolly fo st against , |

- ArsenRape dnd Blosdy Mo

group within the party, mings pmy=
thing that blantantly contradicis the
policies of the other groups, To
bring the other groups into line be-
hind the ruling group,in the name
of solidarity, o seapegoal can be
useful to turn people’ 8 ptientbon end
energy in one direction snd swoy
from eritici&m of the raling growp,
The current rulling group in the
Labour party s using this tactie o
prevent the left from taking over

le b rehip, but 0F the left shauld
succeed, they would soon start =
aimilar eanpelign 1o assure contineed
Supori.

Should even greater gplits devel-
lope or if the ruling group were to
altempt 9 institute polickes wially
coptrary o the beliefs of the majo-
rity of the party, » mom spectacular
way might be roquired of detracting
attention, In the present situstion i
aritain, any group chosen as a
Scapegoat eoul leave the party whén
things started petiing too he avy, am®
sel up or jokn snother party. Bul ka3
situation where the party has more
power, they could take there pick
from purges, repressionor sacrifics
(with an ice-pick).

Who then are these ‘infiltrators ¥
Unfortunalely, they 2re nol subve rsi-
ves oub 10 unde ra ine the Labour
periy 05 some papers would have
us belleve. The only difference bei-
ween Lhe'Militpnt Tendenoy "within
the periy, and the S.W. P or'W. R, P.
is thot they believe that the workers
party plresdy exisls in the form of
ithe Lebour pprly, 80 there is no nead
1o 8lprl up snother one. There has
bewn no real infiltration; they have
been guite open about thelr membe-
rship. Of course they try to convert
ather party members o their ides-
logy, snd their propogsnds methods
are beaod more on the regimentatbon
expecied from Trotskyist, bul the re
is no more conspivacy among them
thon smong sny olher group in ihe
perty,

Myk Zeitlin

Begal i g anils,

petheads, and other
Y ﬂ'ﬂrﬁ.‘ péreen,

Argop
Doty Mudr ? |

Good griel ff
Here's the chald
welfare fund,

L&
—]'I'uuu.ui.llldu
enira lolly for persecutang

1qu.|tlrﬂ- p-rna-;nlplllrl.

‘Whstever happened to

— -
Mot For e to chooss between crimes, Pussycat,
Iwasenly WiiNg sries Sape o Bosdy Merser 33 useful examples,

Q*
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TAFFS ST

The reason T did mot turn up at the
trial is that it was belng used by the
atate o introduce new measures for
its increasing] ¥ repressive role,
(New means that so far only Irish
republicans have experienced them),
To appenr in court would have mads
o party to the state's Intentions,
manipulitions and ;ame. [ say this
aven after the verdicts,

The Image bullt up of the six char-
ged, from the first arrests, had a
very slmilr pattern to the media
cammigng aminst assorted camrades
in Europe, Having witnessed at first
band such events in West Ger many,
and then in other countries, it became
incraagingly obvious to me that the
trial was being used to have excep-
Homil measures become normal
measured, after the West German
made] of inner stability, (The invole=
mgnl of German police on some ralds
as well as the passing of inforoation
about the case to the Gorman Embassy
=thig is provable - shows clearly
that this was not estirely a local
mission by local polies) What remains
apen to questicn {8 whather events
wire shiped o a consplracy or a
conspiracy shaped to events - the
conspiracy being the "preat inter-
mitional terrorist'” athck against the
gtate. Such a theme, fod toa willing
pensationalist media, 1s used to
justify "eounter-meagures '~ pavcho-
logieal warfare which has already
been sclentifieally reflined and tested
in West Germany and éxporbed with
the aim af denying the legitimacy of
resistmnce aminst both e repres-
glve mion state and the intended
supir -stite af Europe. Foreigners
are used to imply thal mtives
would never, on thelr own, be moti-
vitkedd to attmek the stmte, and also bo
awaken fears of forelgn domimation,
The reagon for West Germany's
robe as the leading countor -insurge ney
apent in Europe {8 to be found in its
history. It Is anartificial state,
founded by the Allles through the
Marsnall Ald plan as a bulwirk sgminst
the so-called communiam-from the
gast, and a8 a safe profit-making
base for international Meance. A
merequisite for this was the érush=
ing by the allies of all radical oppo-
sitlon which had survived Hitler;
then the implementation of tokl
registration of the popuiation, and of
8 structuring which would be able to
contral all means of organised opp-
ositlon . g. trade unions. In short
it becarme A caplialist dream, a

The following statement was sent

to FREEDOM by Taff Ladd, one of
the original defendants in the Per-
Aond Unknown case, who "disappiar-
id" on the eve of the brial,

modal atate, With its economic and
military growth came an increase in
its political Inflvence so that now [t
domimates affairs in Europe, Its alm
Is to expand {ts model state to cover
all of Evrope, or as Forelgn Ministar
safd, informabtionmlise our (mmer
stakllty. One method 15 throurh
aconomic blackmall such as the
offering of aid to sccupled Ireland on
aandition that political status be with-
drawn,

This does ot mean that Britiak
capitalists have to be foreed to comply:
gome want the Gorman model, others
wadit it whilé reGining control, others
want to see Britin with an Emplire
again.

The emereence of armed groups in
"Weat Germany, a challense bo the
monopoly of power, brought aboata
reaponse whereby caplured poerrillas
were by bw allowed o be tortared

by sensory deprivaton, amd thelr
defence Bwyers criminalised. Tha
West Germans had gathered exper-
tences of counter -Insurgeney from
athér countries and reflned thelr
practices in order to eliclt exactly
thet right response in the hope of
stifling any show of golidarity with the
guerrilias, Over the years counter-
InEurgeney méasures hivve baen
extended to cover all forma of extra-
markbimentary opposition. This
made] of instituiom ] repression has
been used in other Europoan counts les
and has thus created a foothold for

the German police plea in the legnl
nEchinery of various stabtes, The

stite manlpalations around our trial
were o part of the process of [mport-
aHnn hare of such 4 model,

In declding my response ko this 1
realised that we had falled to fully
respond o the inltial solidarity which
the Persons Unknown Support Group
had, as well as to the publiclty created
by the jury vetbing, Further, my
politieal jdentity would have been
gtrained under the compromises that
a coart of law {mposes on & defendant;
hire far do you sthnd by princlples
with the risk of & long sentence?

Alsn, Waving served & prison senténce
before, T kpew how prison atticks
ope's identity/ character, and what
palitical activists heve to expect with
solitary confine mant and control
units. I had no wish to ke part in-
this charade, my only poltich] ans-
wer wits not to appear, to find other
ways to oppose theé opprésanrs.,

The Surely COMPLEX

The superficial lHberaliam of the
bail syatem is intended to defuse and
marally blickmail in the furtherance
of e alms of chass justice, The
caplialists have, [n thelr blind wor -
ghip of thelrpod, momey, equated [t
with identity ard life,

My release on ball, mainly [or
medical reasona and desplie the
terrarism against the suretles, was
in the eyes of the plgs & defeat. Thelr
safepuard was to hold e rangom (os
E17, 0 and to make economic host-
ages of two prople. The Intontion
was to bind, toappear at thelr show
trial, to deliver mysell voluntarily -
by morél blackmall - to their eorrupt
justice.

My fallure was that T was unable to
make clear to the hostages, desplie
the obwvious escalation by, and inton=-
Hong of the plgs in our case, that
you cannol equate [dentity or Hfe with
money. Also, that by appearing at
thelr show trial [ would be allowing
myself to brcome a poppot of their
manipulations; it wonld not have en
me mking the acton; Those who say
my fa{lere was in not appearing, that
I "lot friends down", are blind to,
or don't want to recognise, the
methods of the plgs, equally they are
thinking along the lines of caplialist
ideology, being "objective™, not
mking a subjective stand in the
gtruggle. Thought should be given to
what the show trial means, with ita
eondral units for "amrchists and
subversives', the threat =t the rial
and In prison to identity and life.
Your energy should be directed against
the aima of caplaiist judiclary and
prisons/control units; in helping the
sureties to pay the rangom, and (ree-
ing yourselves [rdm the -maenti] chalns
of eaplitalist-ideology, |.e. your
colonisation. TAFF

JREEDONS COMMENT

WHEN Taff failed to appear on the

first day of the trial at the O1d
Fgdley we commented (FREEDOM
22,6, TH) that we regretted his
deeision but did not condemn 1t
Thig was becaunse, without belng
in the position curselves, =e (ound

cont, on p.T
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48034381, Bank of Belnml, Lower
Eamalla that she is an cplleptic. The Baggot 8, Dublin 2,

judpe fimally roled that the child If wou wish to send infor mation

shoukl be brought up-by the party sith  and literature please send [ only to

the most money, (.. the parents, R.D, Stenson, 15 5¢ Alden Park,
Eamally became desply worried Falrview, Dublin 3,

about her child's safety = her other
child, Jason, died of asphixiation
while in the parents® charge. Tn 1578,

im she went to California to ke ack her
daughbter and, in 1670, she was é.
arrested,
Comrades are psked to write in THEODORE TSOUVALAKTS has

proftesat to: Jerry Brown, Governor, beon transferred to Corfu prison

TAMa prisoner (n Kirkland Corp- Bacramentn, California, Contact after involvement in an attack, when
ectional Tnstitute {Prison) which Is address: Kamalla Miller Support, several prisoners were beaten up by
In Columbia, Sooth Carollm, THA. Fayou La Rose, 2115 Esplanade guirds. He reporis that be is being
Eirkland (s & maximum security Avense, New Orleans, TA 70019, kept in solitary confinement, Comrades
prison r¢eking second to South Eamalla Miller Support, 3304 Clinton can write to him direct: Corfu Prison,
Carolim’s Central Correction Avenoe South, Minneapolis, Minn. Caorfu, Greece,

Tnatibube (CCT) [n degree of security 55408,
Kirkland has a furniture factory
which procesases furniture for state

usd. It seems slavery is not dead in .
South Carolira. I was on mrole for Mm/’ﬂ mg
62 dave and put to work as a lbarer
for a construction company. T was
oaly alkrwed to go to and from the A proup of concermed e 1 f" ;-I‘ (FE
Eroup r peaphe in ; J'E'- f

work., We had some supsrvised Ireland have decided to help raise
shopping trips but no freedom funds {n support of 4 legal action FROM the Solitary Conlinemeant
bevond that, After 62 days of this which is being tuken by a prisoner Abolition Project (PO Box 758,
my mrole was rescinded and [ was here, Stabion A, Vaneouver BC, Canada)
returned to Kirkiind and placed in Marie Murray I8 a prisoner comes the excellent libertarian journal
lock-up because I had some tools in servine & life sentence in Limer-  The Eite. (The word is prison slang
my possesslion, lek prison In the santh of Ireland, for an l’[buﬁlt_-.r-wm MeESEAEE OF
I wonder if this is how thev do Through the Irish and Strashoure letter botweesn prisoners or berwesn
things In England, courts she s trying to win conjug=  In- and outside. | The Eite gives
EIWARD H, McMAHON al Fights with her huosband Moel advies on how to "sabotage the begal
4344 Broad River Rd, Columbiz, Murray who I8 alse serving a e maching amd delend youresl, and
8C 29210, USA sontenee in the Curragh Military notes that more and more defendants
Prison, are now dolng this, Other articles
AL present they only have a ope deal with ‘developlng Hes betwosn
hour vislt every three or four wamen inglde and the feminiast

/ﬁ f months, movement’, with epecial control units
There are conjupgal rights of a in Cansda ard the USA, with prisoners’

cortiin degree in South Ameriean  trade unions and 8o on, and ot the back

KAMALLA MILTER is a 26 years- ard Scandinavian countries. If there is a comprehensive (nternational
old feminist, anarchist, pactfist, and Marie Murray's legal case is listing of prisoner groups and anarchist
a co-editor of the American amarchist sutessiul IE would ehange the jourmils which are sent [ree o
paper, Bayou La Rose, She is also in existing sitmation for all prisoners  prisoners. (This, of course, includes
prison, eharped with kidnapping her in this stabe, FREEDOM),
daughter., The costs involved (n mking & The Ee collective consists offthres

According ko our Amérlean comrades, B¢ of this miture to Strasbouryg women and four men, all white, from
Kamalla and her husband, Arthur, are very substantial and will cost Vancouver....As individoals and
asked her parents to ke care of their thousnds of pounds (€ 1000 - activists we are anti=agthoritrian.
daughter, Valeena Mariska (Tskal, £7000), As it is impossible for any  All of us see prison work as a Ilogical

prisomer to obtaln egal atd for a and mrccssary mrt of our wider

(having been thrown out of work by eivil action to procure this type of  political activities. We are not prison

the recession), When, n few weeks money on thelr own we bive sat up  relormists, and intend to abolish more
later, thoy asked for the children & committee and opened & bank than prisons”. They sec “visiting

back, they were ordered, instead, to Bccount where money can be sent.  jrisoners, and their developing outside
repert to a custody hearing. This, It Tl wou wish to support this legal political contacts, ap o basle Peqguirement
appears, dealt mostly with the Millers' action more infor mation can be ob= of prison organising because in this
Hfestyle and political beliefs and tained from the address below, I way the secrecy about what's happening
nctivities (Arthur was deseribed in ons you could send any infornmaton about Inside prigons can be broken'. Thelr
report as 2 "Tamatical communist tTww  Conjugnl rights in your own country contact address is as above.

argamser”). Tt was also held agninst It would help us with our case.

while they were looking for a new job
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MEBTTEN, INeEsy)...

"THE closed shop™, declired The
Times editorial on § December,
s ope of the major Inhibitions to
ralalng productivity". This writer
congidered that the new Employ=
ment Bill, even with its provision
to deal with secondary picketing,
would not slgnificantly strengthen
the arm of manage ment to {mpose
thelr control over methods of
mroduction,

The BLll falls far short of the de-
rands of many ORI employvers who,
at their avtumn conferencs, were
demanding the immediabte abolition
of the closed ghop and (naisting that
the unions be made legally account-
able for thelr agreements, What
these prople and The Times edibor
are after Is legislation which will
allow margers to alter the svstem
and metheds of production on the
shopfloor,

These paople look longingly at
the East German productivity fig-
ures, according to recent figures
from the Dresdrer Pank twice that
of the RAritdsh. Mampers must
marmge, they would clalm, and the
Bl for them should have had a dir-
ect economic Impact, eurtalling the
powaer of the shoplloor workers.

Omnco bitten, twice shy, has
clearly been the Government's
attitode. This bill is dosioned b
avold @ head-on clash with the
unland,

Only the clauses dealing with
secondary pleketing and secomdary
blacking should seriously worry us.
The cliuses 3 and 4 of the bill,
which give & person the right not to
be unreasombly excloded or cxpell=
ed from & rade unfon may b posit-
ively beneficial to some militants
in certain unlons.

Pasically the Times I8 right to
argue that: "Where there (s a closed
shop, the people working in that
ghop can normally control the tech-
nology that 18 employved and the con-
ditions under which that technology
is worked™, Tn other words the
cloged shop, topether with a system
af shoplloor customs and artful
practices bullt up over gencrations,
both curbs and contmina the power of

marapements to impose kess human
conditions on their workiorce.

. Mg doubt the fact that workers
wiint to preserve some olements of
huminity on the ahoplloor or resist
redundancy for the mselves or their
workmates, enbtrely escapes The
Times editor.

The view of most liberal econo-
miats and those who see Bbour as
just 0 many productive unlts, (s
that the bohaviowr of British work-
ers s reatiom]l, Trrational because
it does not fit te Uberal cconomist™s
view af what is rational,

Would it be more ratlonal If the
British workers were more Ger-
man, and the atmosphére in oar
factories was one of fear and com-
pekition?

Certainly the picture painted in
the reports of the FAU (the German
amarcho-syndicalist orpanisation}
ia a depressing one; with the Ger-
man unions présented as little mors
than a branch of mantge ment and
little opportunity to effectively
formulate complints from rank and
file workers.

All atte mpts Lo impose foreien
e 18 of mindgo ment and [ndust-
rial relations on British workers
have {lopped, Throughowt the 1960s
and Tos attempts at kegisation,
incor poration and eonfrontation on
labour relations and pay by govern-
ments has elther met with disaster
for it political porpeteators or,
like the present bill, € shows up
the Impotence of oover nment.

While the Times is right to see
the closed shop as the souree of
our shoplloor strength, it i uterly
uneealigtie and blind o réecent
higtory whitn it sugmests that (it can
b controlled or serlously modified
by the passing of laws.

Rritish syndicalism, the shop-
floor variety, as practiced by union
membars and workers in thelr
everyday working lives for generat-
ions, 15 nof a delicate plant,

Will then the effect of the Em=-
ployment R be merely cosmetic?

ol

While the bill will make litlo
impact upon shopl leor organisation
it will, throuzh its restriction of
secondary pleketing, hil at solidar-
ity actlon In some disputes. The
actions of strikérs In the current
sirike of steclworkers could kave
been inhibited if the Emplovment
ALl were now luw,

Clearly the bill demonstrates the
present weakness of governmant to
make A serious onslavzht on the
shoplloor. Rank and {ile resistance,
thowrh It laecks a social consclence
or deep moral concern, 18 much
b w11 deve lopid,

Chur job as anarcho-syndica lsts
s to work within and Identify with

our local shoplloor organisations
and to gonerally back any rank and
file or trade unlon resistance to
tha bill. Also any group or organis-
atlon which cllime to be Syndicalist
with a capltal 5% ahould now be
amlyaing how the proposed ploket-
ing lepiskhtion can begt b combaboed
and what support can be offered.
T this, as inall our actions, we
ghould seek to introduce a soclal
congclouaness and a Nbermrian
tagis to the atrugzle.

B. B,

TAFF 8 STATEMENT

econt. from pd
it diffieult to condomn & bld {or
freedom by someone who might ave
got & J0-pear sontence and who had
boen ehronically {11 since hia
arrast, ;

We must, howover, ke lzsue
with the statement on "The Surety
Complex® above ) which was later
cireolated, and which tases his
aetion on n analyels of "the super-
fleial Hberalism of the ball system’
which i3 "intended to defuse and -
morally blackmall in the further =
anee of class fustien’,

We thought at the Hme = but
réfrained from printed criticism
while the trial was golng on - and
we eontinue to think that ke fjumping
bail made nonsende of the efforts
of kls delénce coungée]l and {riénds
in fightineg for ball, and was a
betrayal of the trust and good fafth
of the two women who pul up sure -
tHos to the valoe of over £17000,

Mot only have these two rusting
friemds been made to forielt several
thousands of pounds each, which
1+ peema that they could (11 afford
fone having to jeopardise ber house
to pay the monév) but when one
amrchist skips il it could make
it much harder for others to get
it in fubure, We also feel that we
must eriticise the way Tall's com=
rades are urged to direct their
energies towards "helping the
suréties Lo pay the ransom and
frecing yourselves from the mentil
chalns of capitalist (deology™.

For while cértainly those of us who
feal some responsibllity for the
good of the movement mizht well
be moved to try to offset the hirm
done to the sureties, it is hardly
for Taff to demand it.
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Pomer I
THEANC

Dear eomrades
T'd like to @ke up some of the

polate mude by Ecology and Anarch-
igm in their plece on 'ANE hierar-
chy"* (FREEDONM 19, 1. 80},

E&A's atftude towards the Ank -
Mogkear Campaign seems to be
hlghly mechanical and deter mindst,
They deglare that the molives and
Intentions of individumis are ireel-
ovant, as the ¢ssential function of
e AMC 18 to "recuperate the antl-
mueclear movement'. This 15 an int=
erosting theory, but mowhere do
they explain exictly how and why
this recuporation will ocear, If
individual intentlons are as mean =
ingless as they suggest, then fhe
under lying recuperative tendency
must be pretty strong, which
meand In burn that {1 must have
pretty doep roots. Where, then,
are wo to find these roots? T think
that E &A are golng to have to put
a more precise argument togpether
before they gain a wide audience.

My own knowledoe of the ANC
leads me o exactly the opposibe
eontlugion from E&A, At the mom=
ent it lacks a clear organisational
structure and a clear way of reach-
ing decisions, and this means that
far oo much power i3 in the hands
of strategically-placed individuals,
Thie nedd pow 18 o esblish whath-
or the ANC is golng to b another
London-run campaign, occasionally
mobllislng demo=-fodder for a rit=-
ual rally or whether it will pro=
vide a service (o, and links bot-
ween, kutonomous local and reg-
joral ant -nucleargroups. The
jsgue has not yel been declded,

o eourae, I'm not a disinterest-
ed observer, 1'm on the Interim
Steering Committee, and I"m
dolng what I cin o develop B
ANC In north-east England. My
experience so far is that the launch-
ing of the matonal campalgn has
provided a real boost to the antl-
nu lear movement in this area,
epcouraglng a degree of cooperat-
{on which never existed before.
There & the chance to bulld a
strong regionl movement here,
fo0 that even if the ANC does be-
comd highly centrallsed we will ba
able to reslst being coopted (or
‘recuperated'),

There's & more general lesson
in this, [ think, which has o do
with the contradictions of all forms

Letters

of erganisation, ['ve written before
in FREETHOM, with reference to
the Torness occupation last May,
about the ways in which the slagin
of 'Hbertarian autonomy® can be=
come an excuse for a new sort of
elitism, Stmilarly with a body Hia
the ARC: even if it is & national,
centralised organisation, it can
revertheless provide the means for
a greater-degree of local unity and
avtopomy., Thinge aren't as hlack
and white as some comrades llke
to think, The contract between
‘eentralisation' and ‘decentralisat-
ion' ign't an absolute, bot mast be
amalysed anow |n each sapecific
context,

I'd b the kst one to give blanket
approval bo the ANC, That would be
a@illy = bt no silller than E&A'S
blankot conde mnalon,

Yours
MARTIN SPENCE
Newcastle

PEOPES CoikTs?

Dear comrades

You stabe In yvour {ntroduction to
Romn's account of the Porsons
Unkindram trial that "desplie valid
reservations ... we should put our
weight behind the fury svstem as
long as-people continue to be brousht
to trial. *

Among information lbertariana
might like to bear in mind an this
mitier (8 an &e count by Sombone
who has been on several juries
which appeared In The A st
(no. 4, 35p « 15p posl, avallable
from RA P, 182 Upper 5t, London
N1*}, This gives a very different
impression to the one commeved by
the juror whose letter you reprint
from 4

The principles of both juries
and the rule of baw are, of course,
the vory reverse of amrchiam,
Raaders could reflect that the rule
aof aw, with the Officlal Secrats
Act, protects assavlts on prisoners
(among many other things) and that
black citlzens have had distinetly
iliberal treatment from some
jurles, Supporting juries can b
interproted a8 supporting and assist
ing the vemeer of respectabl lity
under which the hMerarchic soclety

we Hve in disposes of those dedined
a8 eriminal by the ruling elite,
Voting In elections would seem to

be & glmilar type of compeomise
with the system, one which amrch=
iats have always vioorously opposed,

In epsence your approach to this
matter {8 allberal one cather than
a revolutlonary one, The latter
approaches the matter by suggeating
the establishment of people's courts
and wishes to deal with problemsa
by recorniaing collaative reaponsib-
ilities,

It is a pity that a stregeling lib-
ertarian socialist groop ke Rad=
ieal Alterratives to Prison has been
virtually iznored by amrchiats;
recoently FREEDOM has been Sent
press releases on RAP'S general
conference (glven half a page by
Mewsline) and BAP ha= publicly
supported the calls for & public
inquiry into the eventy which ook
place at Waor mweod Scrubs on 31
August this year, RA P'r approaches
to Robert Kilroy-Silk have resolted
in burn in the obtaining of evidences
on the for mation in Felbrery 1978
of the-prigon’s SPG, the Mult
Squad,

Further, FREEDMOM has lgnored
BA P's appedl recently for support
ima critical fimneial sjtuntion
which threatens the continmnes al
the organisation. In the past year
FREEDOM has boon sent two
iggues of the Abolltfionist, Stan
Cohen's "Crime and Punlshment’
and severa]l mwoss staie ments,

Only RA P's submisslon to the Way
Inquiry into the prison services
was covered by you,

This seems poor treatment for
a libertarian organisation covering
an area of vital Importance like
prison, It dees not reflect the att-
itede of students at the Tniversity
of Warwick whose student unlon
uparl mously apreed to affiliate o
RA P recontly and who formed a
if-strong RA P group at the univer-
sity, during a very success ful

Prisoners Week.

I know only too well of the ling-
erers on the edge of the libertarian
movement whose sole contribution
is to eriticlse apd destroy all act-
fvitiea of other lbertarians, so
could [ end by praising FREEDOM
for its coverage of the Persons
Unknown rial and for producing a
jourml carrving many artieles of
silenlficance and great interest,
Unfortundately the cartoon by Domald
Rooum In the ecurrent {ssee does not
assist FREEDOM's positon = has
any amrchist ever exploded a bomb
just to attract abtention I so,
when and where?

Yours
I,

London N1.

We shall comment on the points
brought up by T (n ouwr ext (S
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ETaup, c/fo0 Students Union,
Hupter 5&. W
READING Aparchisto o0 Mp.
Shevek, Clubs Offies, Student
Union. Thiteknighss, Reading.

RHONDA & MID=-GLAMORGAN
Henning Andersaen, Smiths Arms'
Treherbert, Mid-Glamorgan, Wales

ELL anarchlsta: oo 4§

oo Sguare,fheffisld

IELD Libertarian Soclety:
& . Boxg 168, Sheffield 511 g3E.
=SWANSER: Don Willlasma, 24Derl-

i" unvankt, Ewanges.
A”-ﬁﬁlﬂ nrepr Mike, Groundmwall
FEIE Ipper Stration, Jwindon

=l ER- Lt Mortyn Hed-
Ean, Flat 5, 2% Milton Hoad.

Legnards on Son.Tel 0424 55555?
HOLT Llhurtnr:?ﬁ‘EETT?:g:val
2% Aukland Ave., Hull,¥W,.Humber-

Bid &, e
LEAR LN TN & Warwick

= new godress nwaited,
LOXNDON

Anarchy Collestive

Yenor Av. 3
foare | pm
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Dave o 249 TO4L2.

Eingaton anarchists, 13 Den=
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KORTH WEST Anarchist Pederation
c/o Groos Hoote, 108 Oxford Rd,
Mpnchoater M1 TIV. Groupe ipclude
Burnley anarchiet group, 5 Hollin
fill, Burnley, ILanca.

Lancaster anarchist group,

41 Main BA., Galgate, Lancaater.
Eenchester aparchist group )
Syndiealist Workera group |

both oo Grasa Roote am above,
CoRtaocte in other Arsas.
MIDLANDS Federation: groups in-
elude Birslngham, Covontry, Derly,
LeamingtonsWarwlck, Lelcaster,
Hottingham, Bheffleld.

HORTH EAST Anorchist Federm-
tion. Secreotopimt: HLEG, 23
Auklaond Av.sHull ,W.Husherside.

THAMES VALLEY anarchist federa-
tion - contact Oxford or
Eegding group.

DIRECT ACTION Movement, 28 Luck-=
now Drive, Sutton-in-Ashfield;
Notte. Groupa in various placem
inel. Lopdon, Mancheater, Leéads.

"SOLTDARITYY libortnrimn OOEEUR-
iat orgonisation (publ. 'Solidar-
ity for Social Revalutleon®) oso
123 Lathom Eoopd, London E&.
GFﬁULE § membara 1n Eany townae.
ARARCHIST COMMUNIST Asmce
organisation of cla s
anarchiote (publ. 1
Koopat ), Box 2,
Londasn .

High S5t.,

The Palytechaic of Korth Lon-
don @ Soolety are running A&
aerles of speafere and I1lms
aver the next & montha. All
aveants wlll be taking plece at
the PNL Kentish Town bullding
in Prinece of Wales R4., NS,
For detalls ring 607 ETE9 and
nak for Jon Jlmecock oo Esntizh
Iown sftudenty union oifloe,
NEFIRE FULFILLET

TEARKS 1o the 8 friand
irom Gwynedd for sepnding e

Anarchy 38 —HoBB8.

MOREWICH, Freewheel Community
Pookshop:56, 5t, Beedicts Street

We stock pamphbets/badge s, books
on Anarchism, Setialism, Femintiam,
antl-lmperiallsm, pucifism, ecology,
non-sexist-childrans books, radical
fiction, 10-8 Mon-Sat (late eve,Fri]

ANTI-AUTHORITARIAN CALENDER

1880
Larpe Format Tlostrated
from Australia)

£2.00 (+25p, post) from FREEDOM

BOOKSHOP-Please Nobo

As Fm will be avay in Mew Zealand
for the whole of February, matl ord-
erd will be somewhat delayed,
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EVOLUTION

AND

REVOLUTION

by ELISEE RECLUS

The bulk of this Review & devoted to Elises Feclus, We reprnt (From the seventh edition—
which explains the battered type!) his pamphlet Evolurion and Revolution of 1880. To round
this out we add shortened excerpts from two new books dealing with his life and work.

These are The Anarchist Way fo Soctalisn by Marie Fleming {Creom Heln), from widch we
include an abridged preface, and Elsee Reclus, Historian of Nonere, by Gary 5. Dunbar
{Archon), from which we have edited the chapter *'Legacy™.

(Both thess books are avallable from FREEDOM at £100.95 and £8.95 respectively.)

HESE two words, Evolution and Revolution, elosely
resemble one a , and yet they are constantly
ased in their social and political sense as though their mean-
ing were absolutely antagomistic. The word Evolution,
SymOnymous with dual and continuows development in
mornzls and ddeas, 5 brought forward in certain circles as
though it were the antithesis of that fearful word, Revalu-
tion, which :I.mlﬂi.-:l ::.'I'ungﬂ more of leia sudden in their
action, and entailing some sort of catastrophe.  And yet is
it possible that a transformation can take place in ideas
withouf h{pg'ing sbout some abrupt displacements in
the equilibrium of life? Most not revolution mecessarily
follow evolution, as action follows the desire to act?  They
are fondamentally one and the same thing, diffiering only
sccording to the time of their appearance. I, on the one
hand, we believe in the Bormal progress of fdeas, and, oo
the other, expect opposition, then, of necessity, we believe
in external shocks which ;hang{. the form of m-rieig.'.

It in this which I am about to try 0 explain, not availing
rysell of abstract terms, but appealing. to the observation
and tlp:ri.ml:: of every one, and Ernpl.t-_l.'i.rrﬁ' only such
arguments as are in common use. Mo doubt | am one of

the persons known as “ dreadful revolutionists ;" for long
years [ have belonged to the legally infamous society which
calls imell ® The International "L'-"n:"i;ing Mens' Association™
whise very name entails upon all who assame membership
the treatment of malefactors ; finally, | am amongst those
who served that ¥ execrable " Commune, * the detestation
of all respectable men.” Bot however ferccious | may be,
I shall know how to place mysell ocutside, or rather above
my party, and to study the present evolotion and approach.
ing revolution of the human race without passion or¥per-
sonal bias. As we are amangst thiode whom the world
pitacks, we have a right to demand to be amongst those
whom it hears.

To begin with, we must clearly establish the fact, that if
the word evolution is millmgly accepted by the very persons
who look upon revolutionists with bomor, it is because
they do not fully realise what the term Emplies, for they
would not have the thing at any pnce.  They speak well
of progress in general, but they resent progress in an r-
I.itEl.l.rrd.imL'liﬂ#il. They consider that E:ri!.ling ﬂxiclit.d
a3 1t is, and a5 they themselves acknowledge it to be, is
worth preserving ; 1t 15 enough for them that 1t realises their
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own ideal of wealth, power, or comfort.  As there are rich
and poor, rulers and subjects, masters and servants, Catsars
to command the combat, and gladiators to go forth and die,
prudent men have only to place themselves on the side of
the rich and powerdi uurmp.ljcnunmc.nu. Our
beaatiful society affords them bread, money, place, and
honour ; what have they to complain of ? They persuade
themselves without any difficulty that every one is as well
satisfied as they. In the eyes of & man who has just dined
all the world &s well fed. Toving with his tooth-pick, he
contemplates rl:n:idlr the miseries of the * vile multitude ™
of shaves.  All & well; perdition to the starveling whose
moan disturbs his digestion! If society has from his
cradle provided for the wants and whims of the egotist, he
can at all events hope to win a place there by intrigue and
flattery, by hard work, or the favour of destiny. Whae does
moral evolution matter to him? To evolve & fortune i his
ane ambition |

But if the word evolution serves buot to conceal a lie in
the mouths of those who most willingly proncunce it, it i a
reality for revolutionists ; it is they who are the true
evalutionista

Escaping from all formulas, which for them nave lost
their meaning, they seek for truth cutsude the teaching of
the schoals ; they n'iﬁ:il:ﬂ“l.;l Ih.l.t:l'l.ll-l:r!-l:l“;llﬂtfrlﬂﬂﬂ.t
teachers call morality ; grow, they dev thzy Live,
and seck o mmunLu their life, Whﬂﬂm}fﬁr:hnm:d
they proclaim; what they know they desire to practise,
“The existing state of things scems to them iniquitous, and
they wish 1o modify it in sccordance with & new ideal of
jmstice, It does not suffice them to have freed their own
wminds, they wish (0 emancipate those of others abio, wo
liberate society from all servitude.  Lagical in their evolu-
Hon, they desire what their mind has conceived, and act
apon their desire.

Somg years ago the official and eourtly world of Europe
was much in the habit of repeating that Socialism had quite
died oat. A man who was Ekumﬂymplh]thqiﬂh
matters and incapable in great ones, an absundly vain par-
oeny, who hated the people because he had risen from
amangst them, officially boasted that he had given Soclalism
its death-blow. He believed that he had i it
in Paris, buried it in the graves of Pire La Chaise. Itis
in New Caledonia at the Antipodes, thought he, that the
miserable remnant of what was once the Socialist is 1o
be found. All his worthy friends in Europe o repeat
the words of Monsieur Thiers, and everywhere they were &
song of triumph.  As for the German Socialists, have we
ot the Master of Masiers to keep an eye upon them, the
man at whose frown Evrope trembles? And the Russian
Nihilists| Who and what are those wretches? Strange
mansters, savages sprung from Huns and Bashkirs, about
whom the men of the civilised West have no need to con-
“;.In themselves |

evertheless the joy caused the disappearance of
Eocializm was of shart duration. hIr:Ip o inrnlmr what un-
pleasant conscioueness first revealed to the Conservatives
that some Socialists remained, and that they were Dot 8o
dead as the sinister old man had pretended.  But now po
ﬂ[-'ﬂngu“ have any doubts as to their resurrection. Do not
re workmen ab every meeting pronounce unanimc aly
in favour of that appropriation 3 the land and factories,
which is already regarded as the point of departure for the
the new economic era? Is not England ringing with the
ry, " Nationalisation of the Land." and do not the great
landowners expect expropriation at the hands of the people !
[}o not political parties seek to court Irish votes by pro-
mises of the confiscation of the s, pledging themselves
beforehand to an outrage upon the thnce sacred rights of
property 7 And in the United States have we not seen the
workers masters for & week of all the railways of Indiana,
and of of those on the Atlantic sea-board ¥ IT they
had understood the situation, might not a great revolution
bave been accomplished almost without a blow ' -And do

oot men, who are acguainted with Fosiz, know thal tha
peasanu, one and all, claim the soil, the whole of the sofl,
and wish 10 expel their lords1  Thus the evolution is taking
. Socialism, or in other words, the army of individials
who desire to change social conditions, has.resumed its
march. The moving mass is pressing on, and now po
povernment dare ignore its serried ranks.  On the eantrary,
the powers that be exaggerate its numbers, and attempt to
contepd with it by absurd legislation and irritating inter-
., Fear is an evil counsellor.
No doubt it may sometimes happen that ail is ¥
uick. On the morrow of & massacre few men £
€3 in the way of the bullets. Wh:u.nwmdt'ut
gesture are punished with imprisonment, the men who have
courage to expose themselves to the danger are few and far
between. Those are rare who quictly accept the part ol
victim in a cagse, the triomph of which is as yet distant and
even doubtful. Everyone is not so heroic as the Russian
Nihilists, who compose. manifestos in the very lair of their
focs, and paste them on & wall between two seniries. One
should be very devoted oneseli to find fault with those who
do not declare themselves Sacialists, when their work, that
s to say the life of those dear 1o them, depends on the
avowal. Butif all the ressed have npot the tempera-
ment of heroes, they I’u‘:ﬁir sufferings none the less, and
large numbers amongst them are taking their own interests
into serious consideration.  In many a town where thers js
not ene organised Socialist group, all the workers without
exception are already more or less consciously Socialists;
instinctively they appland a comrade who speaks 1o them
of & social state m which all the products of labour shall be
inthe hands of the labourer. ‘This instinct comtains the
germ of the future Revoluton: for from day 1o day
it becomes more precise, transformed into  distincter
conscicusness.  What the worker vaguely felt yesterday, he
knows to-day, and each mew experience teaches him to
know it better.  And are not the peasants, who cannot raise
enough to keep body and soul together from their morsel
of ground, and the yet more numerous class who do not
possess & chodd of their own, are not all these beginning to
comprehend that the soil ought to belong 1o the men who
cultivate it1 They have always instinetively felt this, now
they kivow it, and are preparing o assert their claim in
plam lapguage.

This is the state of things ; what will be the fssue? Wil
not the evolution which is taking place in the minds of the
workem, Lo of the great masses, nmrﬂy bring sbout &
revolation ; unless, indeed, the defenders of privilege yicld
with a good grace to the pressure from below  But history
teaches us that they will do nothing of the sort. At fimt
sight it would appear so natural-that a good understanding
should be established amongst men without a s
There is room for us all on the broad bosom of the earth ;
it ia rich enough to enable us all to live in comfort.  Itecan
yield sufficient harvests vo provide all with food ; it pro-
duces enough Bbrous placts to supply all with clothing ; it
contams cnough stone and clay for all to have houses
There is a place for each of the brethren at the banquet of
life. Such is the simple economic fact

What does it matter # gay some.  The rich will squander
at their pleasure as much of this wealth as suits them ; the
middle-men, speculators and brokers of every description
will manipulate the rest; the armies will destroy o great
deal, and the mass of the people will have the scraps that
remain,  * The poor we shall have always with us,” say the
contented, quoting a remark which, according to them, fell
from the lips of a God. We do not care wh their God
wished some 1o be miserable or mot.  We will re-create the
workd on & different I *No, there shall he no more
poarl  As all men need to be howsed and clothed and
warmed and fed, let all have what is necessary, and none
be cold or hungry 1™ The terrible Socialists have no need
of a God to inspire these words ; they are human, that is

enoagh,
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Thes two opposing socieiies exist amongst men. They
are intermingled, variously” allied here and there by the
people who do not koow their own minds, and advance
ouly to retrest; but viewed from above, and taking no
pccount of pncertain and indifferent individuals who are
wwayed hither and thither by fate like waves of the sea, it
b5 certun that the actual world 18 divided mto two camps,
those who desire to maintain poverty, £ hunger for other,
and those who demand comfore for all. The forces in
these two camps scem ai finst sight very unequal The
gapporieny of existing society have boundless estates, in.
comes counied by hundreds of thousands, all the powers of
the State, with its armics of officials, soldiers, policemen,
magistrates, and a whole arsenal of laws and ordinances
And what can the Socislists, the artifcers of the new socisty,
oppose to all this ised force 7. Does it seem that they
can do nothing ¥ Without money or troops they would indeed
meccumb, o they id pot represent the evolution of ideas
and of morality. They are nothing, but they have the pro-
greas of human :hnugEl on their side. They are bome
l.l-::l_g oo the stream of the ume

e external form of society must alter o correspondence
wits the impelling force within ; there is no better estab-
Eshed histoncal fact.  The sap makes the tree and gives it
leaves and Bowers ; the b makes the man ; the ideaa
make the socicty. And yet there is not & conservative who
does not lament that ideas and marality, and all that goes
i make up the deeper life of man, have been modified
noce * the good old tmes.” I it not & necessary result of
the inner working of men's minds that social forms must
change and a proportionate revolution take place?

Let each ascertuin from his own recollections the changes
in the methods of thought aod action which have happened
sinee the middle of this century. Let us take, for example,
the one capetal fact of the dimipwton of observance and

G0 amongst great persanages : what have they to
coerplun of 1 That they are treated like other men. They
no longer take precedence ; people neglect to salute them ;
less distmguished persoms it themeelves to possess
handsomer famitare or finer ; the wives of less wealthy
men go more sumptuously attired. And what is the complaint
ol the oedimary man of woman of the middle-class 1 There
are o more servants (o0 be had, the spirit of obedience is
lost. Now the maid pretends to upderstand cooking better
than her mistress; she does not plously remain in ooe
mtuation, only too grateful for the hospitality aceorded her ;
ghe changes her place in copsequence of the smallest dis-
agrecable observation, of to gain two shillings more wages.
There are even countries where she asks her mistress for a
character i ::l:l:]unge for her own.

It &8 true, respect i cdeparting; oot the just respect
which attaches to an upright and devoted man, but thai
despicable and shameful respect which follows wealth and
office; that slavish respect which gathers a crowd of loafern
when a king passes, and makes the lackeys and horses of &
weat man objects of admiration. And not only is resnect
departing; but those who lay most claim to the considera
ton aof l?lt rest, are the firt to compromise their super
human character. In former days Asiatic sovereigns under-
siood the art of causing themselves to be adored. Thewr

were seenn from afar ) their statues were enscled
everywhere ; their edicts were read ; but they never showed
themselves. The most familias never addressed them but
upon their knees ; from time to time a halflifted veil parted
to disclose them as if 'I;Jr a ]LE'.'II.I.'II.HH flash, and then as
waddenly enfolded them once more, leaving consternation
in the hearis of all beholders. In those days respect was
profound enough to regult in stupifaction @ a duomb mes-
brought & silken cond to the condemned, and thai
m even a gesture would have been superfieous.  And
GOW WE §5% mOVErSignE u.'h'ing boxes by telegraph at the
theatre to witncss the performance of Drphée aur Ewnfors or
The Grand Duckess of Gereolefein, that is to say, taking part
in the dersion of all which used to be held most worthy of
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respect—divinity and royalty | Which is the true regicde,
the man who kills & EOVETEIgD, domng him the honour to
take him as the representative of a whole society, or the
manarch, who mocks at himseld by laughing at the Grand
Duchess or General Boum1 He teaches o &t least that

ltical power i3 a worm-saten matitution. Tt has retaimed
118 form, but the universal respect whach guee 1t worth bas
disappeared. [t is nothing but an external scaffolding, the
edibice itselfl has ceased to exist

Does not the spread of an education, which gives the
same copception of things to all, cohtribuate 1o our progress
townrds equality ¥ If instraction were only to be obained
at gehool, governments might still hope tw hold the minids
of men enslaved ; bot it s outside the school that most
knowledge is gained. It is picked up in the strect, in the
workshop, before the booths of a fair, at the theatre, in
railway caminges, on steam boats; by gazing at mew land-
scapes, by visiting foreign lowns.  Almost every one travels
now, either as a luxury or & pecessity. Not a meeting bui
people who have scen Russia, Australia, or America may be
found in it, and if traveblers who have changed continents
are 5o frequently met with, there s, one may sy, 6o One
who has not moved abool sefficiently o have ohiserved the
contrast between town and country, mountain and plam,
carth and sea. The rich travel more than the poor, it i
troe ; bt they generally travel aimlessly ; when they change
countries they do not change surroundings, they are always
in & sense at home ) the luxuries and enjoyments of hotel
life do mot permit them to appreciate the essential differ-
cnces between country and country, people and people.
The poor man, who comes into collision with the diffcalties
of life without guide or aberowe, B best qualified to observe



and remember. And does not the grest school of the
cuter world exhibit the prodigies of buman industry equally
i rich and poorto those who have called these marvels into

existence and those who profit by them1 Thl:ﬂw‘rp
stricken outcast can see railways, telegraphs, hydraulic rams,
perforators, selflighting matches, as well as the man of
- and he is no less impressed by them.  Privilege has
disappeared in the enjoyment of some of these grand con-
quun;f -:I-EHEL : en he jsktnnduﬁin,g hi;lmumnﬁﬂ:
through space, doubling or slacking at his plensure,
does the engine-driver believe hlmr:fe inferior of the
sovercign shat up behind him in a gilded railway-carriage,
and trembling with the knowledge that his life depends on
s jet of steam, the shifting of a lever, or a bowb of
dynamite 1
The sight of nature and the works of man, and practical
life, these form the college in which the true education of
contemporary society is obfained. Schools, FTEE'F £
called, are relatively much less important ; yet Lo,
have undergone thewr evolutio in direction of squality.
There was a_time, and that not very far distant, when the
whole of education consisted in mere formulas, mystic
phrases, and texts from sacred books. Go into the Mussel-
man school opened beside the mosque. There you will
gee children spending whole hours in spelling or recit-
ing verses from the Koman. Go into a school kepe by
Christian priests, Protestant or Catholic, and you will
hear silly hymps and absurd recitations. But even
in these schools the pressure from  below has caused
this dull roatine to be vaned with a pew sort of -
struction ; instead of nething but formuolas the teachers now
explain facts, point out analogies and trace the action of
laws, =Whatever the commentaries with which the mstnic.
tor accompanies his lessons, the figures remain none the
less incorruptible. Which education will prevail ? That
sccording to which two and two make four, and pothing 1
ereated out of mothing ; or the old education acoonding to
which everything comes from nithing, and three persons
make only onell

The clementary school, it is truz, is not all: it is not
enough to ecatch a glimpse of science, one should be
able to apply it in every direction. Therefore Socialistic
evolution renders it necessary that school should be a per-
manent inatitution for all men. After receiving ™ general
enlightenment ' in & pri school, each ought to be able
hdﬂlﬂnp o the full soch inbeilsctual ﬂpll:i"a' as he may

,in & life which he has freely choden. Meanwhile
Elmﬂnmhﬂd: ir. Ewery great conquest ol science
ends by becoming public property. Professional scientists
mqb]:ged fo go through long ages of research and hypo-
thesis, they are obliged Lo struggle in the midst of ermor and
falsehiood ; but when the truth is gained at length, odten in

ite of them, thanks to some despised utionits, it

ines forth clear and simple in all s brilliance.  All
understand it withoot an effort : it scems as i it hnd-!lr:{:
been known. Formerly learped men fanced that the sky
was a round dome, 3 metal roof—or better atill—a series of
vaolts, three, seven, nine, even thirteen, each with its
cession of stars, its distinet laws, its special regiome its
troops of angels and archangels to guard it] But since
these tiers of heavens, piled one upon the other, mentioned
in the Eitde and Talmud, have been demolished, thers
is not & child who does not know that round the carth is
infipite and unconfined space. He hardly can be said to
learn thixz Itis & truth which henceforward forms a pan
ol the universal inheritance.

It is the same with all great acquisitions, especally in
morals and politieal economy, There was a time when the
%:ﬂdl.t majority of men were iﬂrn and lived as slaves, and

B0 other ideal tham 3 change of servitude. 1t never
entered their heads that * one man i3 as a8 another,”
Mow they hawve learat i, and unders that the wvirtusl
eqjuality bestowed by evolution must be changed into real

equality, thanks to a revolution. Instructed by life, the
comprehend ceriain economic laws much better
than even professivnal economists,  [s there a singie work-
man who remains indifferent to the question of i
Br pm&ur:imnl. taxaiion, and who does not kow that all
gica fall on |hr=£ontm.tinﬂm long run?  Is there & single
workmian who does not know the terrible fatality of thé
*iron law,” which condemns him to receive nothing bat &
miserable pittance, just the wages that will prevent his
dying of hunger dunhﬁ' his work?  Riner txPn-i,em:z has
catsed him to know quite enough of this mevitable law of
political economy.
_ Thus, whatever be the source of information, all profit by
1t, and the worker not less than the rest. Whethera J?p;g'q’r
is made by o dowrgeais, o noble, or & plebeizn, whether the
learned man is Bernard Palissy, Lord Bacon, or Baron
Humboldt, the whole world will turm his ressarches to
account. Certainly the privileged classes would have liked
1o retmin the benefits of science for themaclves, and leave
ignorance to the people, but henceforth their selfish desire
canmot ba fulfilled.  They find themselves in the case of
the magician in “The Thowand and One Nights,” who
ansealed a vase in which & genius had been shot y
for ten thousand years. They would like to drive him back
into his retreat, to fasten him down under & triple seal, but
they have lost the words of the charm, and the genins is
free for ever.

This freedom of the human will is now asserting itself in
every direction ; it i preparing no small and partial revo-
lutions, but onc universal Revolution. It is throughout
society a8 a whole, and every branch of its activity, that
changes are making ready. Conservatives are not in the
least mistaken when they speak in genernl terms of Revo-
laticnists as enemies of religion, the family and property.
Yes ; Socialists do reject the authority of degma and the
intervention of the supernatural in nature, and, in this sense,
however earnest their siriving for the realsation of their
cleal, lhr]rm.: the epemies of religion.  Yes; they do desire
the suppression of the marriage market; they desire that
unions should be free, depending only on mitual affection
and respect for self and for the dignity of others, and, in
this sense, however loving and devoted to those whose lives
are asseciated with theims, they are certainly the enemies of
the legal hm!llLuIYﬂ- they do desire to pat an end to the

y of and capital, and to restore them to all,
and, in this sense, however glad they may be to secure w
every one the enjoyment of the frsits of the eanh, they are
the enemies of property,

Lhins the eurrent ol evahition, the incoming tide, ia bea
ing us onward wwards a future radically difiefent from
enisting conditions, and it i vain to attempt to opposa
ohstacles to destiny. Religion, by far the mast solid of all
dikes, has bost its strength : cracking on every side, it leaks
and totters, and cannot {ail 1o be sponer or later overthrown.

1t is certain that contemparary evolution is taking place
wholly outside Christianity, There was a time when the
word Christian, like Catholic, had a universal signification,
and was actually applied 1o a world of brethren, shanng, to
a certain extent, the same customs, the same ideas, and a
clvilisation of the same nature. But are not the preten-
sions of Christianity to be considered in our day as synony-
mous with civilisation, absolutely unjustifiable ¥ And whea
it is said of England or Russia that their aroiies are about to

Christianity and civilisation into distant regioas, is ot

the irony of the expression obvious 1o every onel  The gar-
ment of Christianity does not cover all the who by
fght of culture and industry form a part of contemporary
isation. The Parsees of Bombay, the Brahmins of
Benares cagerly welcome our science, but they are coldly
ite to the Christian Missionaries. = The Japanese,
though o prompt in imitating s, take caré not to accept
our religion. As for the Chinese, they are mich too cun-
ning and wary to allow themselves to be converted.  © We
have no need of your priests” says an English poem
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written by a Chinese, " We have no need of Wﬂm
‘We have koo many curselves, both long-haired and shaven.
What we noed 1s your arms and your science, to fight you
and expel you from owr land, as the wind drives forth the
withered leaves | ™

Thus Christianity does not nominally cover halfl the
civilised world, and even where it is supposed 1o be para-
mount, it must be sought out; it i much more &
form than a reality, and amengst those who are apparently
the most realoas, it is nothing but an igonoble hypocrisy.
Putting” aside all whose Christianity consisis mercly m
the sprinkling of baptism or i on the parish regster,
how many individuals are there daily life corresponda
with the dogmas they profess, and whose wdeas are always,
as they should be, those of another world ?  Christians ren-
dered honoarable by their perfect sincerity may be sought
without marked success even in ** Protestant Rome,” a aty,
nevertheless, of mighty traditions. At Geneva as at Oxford,
s af all religious centres, and everywhere else, the principal
precccupations are non-ecclesiastical ; they lean towards
politcs, or, more often still, towards business. The prin-
cipal representatives of so-called Christian society are Jews,
*the epoch’s kings." And amongst those who devote their
lives o ]'I-IE'h-I:'I' puﬂuirl—-bdm., art, 'p-l;h:trr—hl;lq many,
unless forced to do w0, oecupy themselves with theology ?
Enter the University of Geneva. At all the courses of
lectures—medicine, natural history, mathematics, even
jurispradence—yoa will find voluntary listeners ; at every
one except at upon theology. The Christian re-
ligion is like » snow.wreath melting in the sun: traces ate
visille here and there, but teneath the streaks of dirty whire
the earth shows, already clear of rime.

The religion which is thus becoming detached, like a
garment, from European civilisation, was extremely con-
venient for the explanation of misery, injustice, and social
inequality. It had ome solution for everything—mimcles
A Supreme will had pre-ordained all things. Injustice was
an appanent evil, bat it was preparing good things to come,
" rod giveth sustenance to the young birds. He prepareth
elernal blessedness for the afflicted.  Their misery below is
bk the harhanger of felicity on high ! These things were
ceaselessly repeated to the oppressed as long as they be-
lieved them; bat now. such afguments have lost all

and are no longer met with, except in the petty
literature of religious tracts,

What ia to be done to replace the departing religion &
As the worker believes no longer in miracles, can he per-
haps be induced to believe in hes?  And so learned econo-
mists, academicians, merchants, amd fnanciers have con-
trived to introduce into sciemce the bold proposition that

perty and prosperity are always the rewand of labour |
t would be scarcely decent to disenss swch an asseition.
When they pretend that labour & the ongin of fortune,
ecanamists know m‘mﬂr well that they are pot speaking
the truth. “They w ns well as the Socialists that wealth
15 mot the product of personal labour, but of the Iabour of
others : they are not ignorant that the mans of luck on the
Exchange and the speculations which create great fortunes
have no more connection with labour than the exploits of
brigands in the forests ; they dare not pretend that the in-
divedizal whio has fve thousasd pﬂ‘ﬂﬂdlml;ldnldhhul#hltil
required to support ope hundred persons like
himself, is distinguished from other men by an intelligence
Jne hondred thousand times above the average. It wouk
be scandalous to discuss this sham ongin of socal in-
equality. It would be 1o be o dupe, almost an accomplice.
to waste time over such hypocritical reasoming. _

But arguments of anather kind are brought ferward, which
have st least the merit of not being based upon a lie. The
right of the srongest is now evoked against social claums,
Iarwins theory, which has lately made o5 appearance 1o
the scientific world, is believed to tell against ws. And it
is, in fact, the right of the strongest which triumphs when
fortupe is monopolised. He who ia rI]I.tEriIII'_I' the fitest,
the most wily, the most favoured by birth, education, and
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friemda ; he whois best armed, and confronted by the feelilest
foo, has the greatest chance of ssccess; he iz able beier
than the rest to erect & citadel, fiom the summit of which
h:w!m\: down don his oofortunate beethren. Thus b
determined the rude struggle af conflicting egoisma.  For-
metly this bloed-and-fire theory was not n?ﬂ avowed ; it
would have appeared too :ﬂmt, and hosied words were
preferabile.  Hut the discoveries of scienoe relafive to the
struggle between specics for cxistence and the survival
of the fttest, have permitted the advocates of force
to withdraw from their mode of expression all that seemed
ioo insclent. ¥ See, t!'u.-]' say, Ul s an inevitable law | Thus
decrees the fate of mankind [ ™

We ought to congratulate ourselves that the question &
thus stmplified, for it 15 so mach the mearer to its solution.
Force reigns, say the advocates of social inequality | Yes,
it is force which reigns | proclaims medern industry louder
and lopder in its brutal perfection.  But may nat the speech
of cconomisis and traders be isken wp by revolutionists
The law of the stron will mot always and necessanly
operate for the benetit of commerce. * Might surpasses
right,” said Bismarck, quoting from many others ; bot it i
possible 1o make ready for the day when might will be at
the service of right. I it & true that ideas of solidgrity
are spreading ; if it s true that the ests of science
end by penetrating the lowest strata ; if ik wrue that tath
is hecoming common property ; il evoloiion towards justice
fr taking place, will not the workers, who have at once the
rght and the might, make use of both w brng about a
revolution for the benefit of all ¥ What can isolated indi-
viduals, however strong in money, intelligence sod cunning,
do againat associated masses #

In no modern revolution have the privileged classes been
known to fight their own battles.  They always-depend om
armies of the - whom they have taught what 15 called
loyalty to the and trained to what is called  the main.
t=pance of order.” Five millions of men, without coanting
the superior and inferior police, are employed in Europe
in this work. But these armies may become d i
they may call 1o mind the nearness of their own past and
ﬁltunrril.ﬁnmuilh the mass of the people, and the hand
which guides them may grow unsteady. Being in great
part drawn from the proletariat, they may become to dpwr-
jgeoiz society what the barbarians in the pay of the Empa
became to that of Rome—an clement of dissolution.
tory abounds in examples of the frenry which scizes upoa
thoee in power. When the miserable and disinberited of
the earth shall umite in their own interest, trade with trade,
nation with nation, race with race; when they shall fully
awake to their suffenings and thelr purpose; doubt not that
an occaston will assaredly present itsell for the employment
of their might in the service of right ; and powefiul as may
be the Master of those days, be will be weak before the
mi:n;m beagiwed against him. To the great evolu-
tion now taking place will suceced the long expecied, the
great revolution.

It will be salvation, and there s none other. For if
capital retaing force on its mide, we shall sll be the slaves
of its machinery, mere bamds connecting iron cogs with
gtee] and tron s If new spoils, managed by pariners
only responsible (o thetr cash books, are ceaselesaly added 1o
the savings already amassed in bankers’ coffers, it will
be vain 1o cry for pity, no one will hesr your complaints
The tiger may renounce his victim, but bankers’ pro-
nouncs judgmenis without appeal. From the ternble
mechanism whose merciless work & recorded in the figurea
on its silent men and nations come forth ground
powder. I capital carries the day, it will be time to weep foe
our agr; in that bour we may lock behind us and
#ee like a dying light, love and joy and hope—all the earth
has beld of sweet and good. Humanity will have ceased
to live.

As for us, whom men call the modern barbanans ™ ous
desire is justioe for all. Villains that we are, we claim foz
all that be born, bread, liberty, and progress,
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The anarchist way

to socialism

By Marie Fleming

ELISEE RECLUE was an {m nt Meare in Exropsan anarch-
18t clrcles (Fom the 1ATOE, e when the amrchisis
begnn o be distingulahed from the wider soclalist movement.
In the late oinéteenth conbury o conbributed to the radical
direction which the anarchist movement assumed and conslat-
ently supported the adoption of increasingly oxfréme meisuares,
Umwaverieg in bla bostitiby to the bourgeols sbke and prty-
political action, he relontlossly upheld the principle of grop-
ganda by the depd, sven when [t was used to justify the terror=
ism which plonged Europs into a virtuml state of pnic in the
cariy 18908, The anarchist historian Max Metilau wrote o
blography of Reclus in 1928, ot admiited thal it represested
ofly & [Irst stage in coming o Erms with the subject. Sipce
the publeation of Netthu's wark, much new material has
come to Heht, in prticolar police fiies and unpublished core =
eapondence, Reclus® contritution to the dovelopmant of lnto
alneteenth cenbary European nnarchinm bas, howoever, siill
rocelved itk atentlon from scholars.

Mol only was Aocliss known 18 A commlbded anarchisl, He
achieved workdwide acclaim 28 an early propongnt of the
seiontifie study of haman geography. As author of the mon-
aen pkal nine e n-volume i £ Unive 1]
IThe Mew Universal Geography), he was the somerwhat relsots
ant reciplent of gold medals from both the Parls Geograph-
{eal Society (18492) and the Hoyal Geographical Society of
London {1694), His inwrost In grography can e raced to
1881, it vory yenr In which b Mirat pot forth ke eoclal and
political thouzht and hi® theories of geporaphy becams fver
mate clasely inter-relnted, untll they achieved a final ave-
thesis in his posthomously pebllabed 1"Homme et la Terre
(Man ned the Earth), the glx-volome contlwslon ko La Mguy-
elle Géographie Universelic. He considered that, while the
general nabre of the data in his geographical and his socic =
politienl stadies might vare, (3 gemeric qualily remaiesd the
same, Nor was (bere any significant distinction between the
mirthods of amlyeis emploved In each, The lisks bofeeon Che
two areas of enquiry degerve close atention, It I8 worth not-
ing his remark to the Dobch sociallst, Ferdimand Domela
Mlewwenhuais: "Yes, [am a geograpber, but above all Tam an
amrchist".

Reclus was parficulirly close to developments within the
European anirchist movement which sted from the ate 18708
tor 1054, His ml;rrn_il and financial support was of critical im=-
portance for Le Revoltd, the amrchist mper founded by Peter
Eropotkin (1879 to 1887} and he exercised 2 congiderable (n-
fhuence over [i8 eontents and adminigtration; te same was
triee for La Révolie (1885 to 1884} The value of such activity
18 mot o be under-satimated. Pecauss Evropéan Anarchisis
came to reject all formal erganlsational thes, newspmpers
assumed mamy of the fusctions normally performed by an org-
ansatiomal strecture; in particukar, they provided the {forum
for discussions on twory and practics, givieg continulty i
an ofherwise disparabe moverent. Le Fevelie and La Rovelbe
enpoyed & sentral place among Learehist mpers. Tn the be-
glonleg, from IBTH, the former carried sober, well-writton
pleces which helped to sustiin the masceéni move ment. Even
when amrchism later sined {6 momentom and more {Am-
‘bymnk generally shart-Hyved) pupers came into exist-
epce, La Révolie wae able to carry on the Eaditdoen of lis
medecegaor and contimed o e moat Kekiv rogarded, It
expired only with the collapes of the movement in 1694,

Ag writer of o variety of pumphiels and pumerons articles,
Reclus' indfluence extendsd to maoy parts of the warld; his
works appeared in & rumber of eguages, French, Enciisk,
Russian, Muich, Hungarian, [EBldan and Spanish. He achieved
prticular sutceas with the well-concelved and F'!l'l.tl.'ll!'lh‘

writien pimphlots Eval et Rovo and A Mon Frore
e Payean Mo mv Teobir, tht Tensaotl As s Toaaog =
fleure In world of jourmblem cateide amarchist circles,
he wrote prolifically oo all kinds of corlemporary develop-
manis, While he was recognised as an able scholr and 3 keen
socind critic, many of his ‘eon-annrehist’ collengors, bow-
ever, wnded to see his politics as ovidonce of & curious per-
sonality tralt which did not generally find expreasion in his
acholarly work., They were milstaken, of course, bul such an
assessment meant that be was able to reich many people who
were largely undware of the wavs inwhich his amarchist
views informed his scholirship. Late in Hie, asa tsacher of
phiy at the Mew University In Mrussels, be drew the
attention of & wide pumber of eager yoang people. He enmobled
tholr casse, many aprchists said, with his powerfuol mind
ned chear Ehinking.,

T ouilstanding characleristic of Feclus 58 seen by his
comrides wid his swecess in living up io the principles of the
anparchism which he papoused. Kropotkin was not alose when
b st@ind that the man was an amarchist "to the deepest re-
comses of Ms mind, to the smallest fibre of his being™, "For
me", wrole Max Mettlag, "he reprosonted a brue realisation of
inarchy", "Elises Reclua®™, sald Johann Moak, "1 coust o8 oee
of the groatest inspirers sinoe T became An anarchist™,

Raclas won o persen who come to justify violente and terror-
ism, while at the same Hme managing to impress all who mel
hlen with the renerosity, the kindmess and (ke sense of toberat-
fon af & saint. His hamiliv was leglon; coe after another of
ks frlends have testifled thelr astopishment Hat te rencwn-
ed peoprapher and ararchlat twarist skoold be able to condutt
himsslf with soch & lack of pride and affechbon, Ellsde
Aeales had "t strength of character, the power of epderance
and the vislon of & Prophet of o1d™, wrote ong admirer (Anme
Cobden-Sanderson, eda). He "remained to ihe last as direct
and straightforward as a child, saylne exactly what he thoucht,
and Hving up to it was another observatlon OWillkam C. Cwen
- pial, Throogboot his long life and increasingly so towards
the end of 1k, Foclas, by Ms very exlatence, made |t more
‘reagomble” to bollove that andrchlam éould bEgome & Feality.
For many anarchists, he had bocome incorruptible; Hving
proof af human periectbiity. Mot even Eropolkin cime &fy-
whesre nedr achleving such & position.

While Eliwe Beclhu's methods and geographical concept have sged. be i sl
readl foday & & wilses of 68 erm snd of o pesavation of peopapben of whes
he was one of the grealest, Ho desciiponi ang vivid ssd ooem; b Dhaorin
remain |n goest part valid . His work s, ferthermeore, & Frosce, the lntenl
prographicsl meyclopedia, the lad “Tensgraphe uriversels woiim 7y 8
imgle author, with, comseqermaly. o unily of thought sl methed, =ik
make 1 a vignmo ipnilee of e prographion] nowisdge of § cewtery o
Frifeniee dliser Frepilee (87
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Elisee Reclus

HISTORIAN OF NATURE
By Gary S Dunbar

Ad ene of that mighty and of - French soclallst welters of the
niméteenth centory, Elises Reches bns had & generil, though

Im measurable infleence on the politkcal activisis of the modern
era, He might weoll have been mantioned by Edmund Wilson in
that host of writers, moslly Fresth, who propelled Lesin
towards the Finland Smtion in 1217, I do not know whother

Lanin petually resd any of Beclus's works, which had achleved
whde popularity &n Czariss Russis, bai ii (8 sakd that Stalin had
derived his basie notions about emvirosmental influences from
Reclug. The young Chingss intolloctuals whe were prom inent

in Paris after 1805 were avid readers of Reclus and Kropotkin,
and Mad Tee-Tung himself was profoundly influenced by ansr-
chism, although be was (Fustrated in his hope of going to Paris.
Feclus's fame as an ansrchist has perhaps been even more
enduring n Latin America than elsewhore, and his name has
been sprcifically invomed in the political education of (he Mexican
revolutionarks, = Flores Margon brothers, who in turn influ-
enced Emiliane Eapata. Tte fasmous Spanish writer Vinconto
Blased [banek was instrumontal bn tbe publication and widg
Ierian and Latin Amorican dissem ination of several of Reclus's

works, incloding s sik-volume Novisima ralis anlve csal
(Valencia and Madpid, 1506 mﬂﬂ.—"ﬂ_"‘“—
Although thore are few peopbs alive who aciually knew Elisec
Recliss, and ool many more who can clakm 10 have reaw a
lnrge portion of hif WOrks - theme mems (o be o renewed infers
w8t in his Life snd writings, jost as there is in his friends
Patrick Geddes, Peter Kropotkin, and Ferdinand Domels Nieo-
wenbuis, . . . ... In @ short story by the lielian writer ltnlo
Calving, there i a pagsage, "In the evening my father resds
alowd some books of Elisee Reclus, ' bot the English translatos

reads, "In the evening my (ather resds oul loud [rom Kropodkin,

Tk translators must have boen pware thal the works of Reclus
and Kropotkln ware Skn llar bul that the lafter name would be
mare [Emilar o readers of English.

s s - Mlthough FBeclus®s mothod ond style may e demodd, his
works pre siill clled [or desc le.hl'l-l of places aE thay W;ﬂ'lnﬁﬂ
A Cenlury g, Lndeed, Charles Fisher has indicaled that the
NGU mighs b ine reasingly valusl "y 1o kistorizng and historical
geographers for 8 wealth of detall for the late nimetesnth cen=
tury, "which Is In danger of becom ing the forgotten perisd
e tween historical and contemporary geography.” Even Reclas's
COMEmMpOrarss criticlend his works for their [0 lpneyy bn
apalytical rigour, but all praised his lserary sivle and iha
warmith of hils senlinents. A a5 obllanry the Ralias gl.'lh:l.pllr
CHinto Sarme Ll wrobe an accurate assessment of Heclus's
gedgraphy thal réemakns valld today:

o gan disagnee with him; hig ideas can be called atopian;
bul néone can cscape from feeling o great sitraciion for his
writlngs and & goeal sympathy for thedr sethor. .. ...

sasss Mo matter how grasd I 18, Reclos's work remains
closed within ilsell; it can be imitaied nol perfectod; 8 can
Blimulate wdmirers of goography but not form pow geoEcaphers.
Ho did not leave iree students, He did pot ndicaie pew roads
b travel. Art k6 neither taoght nor loermed: and kis work 1s
more & work of art then of scwaes, ™

Even though Reclus's art canmod be taught or passed on
direcily o sludents, his (e can be an inspiration o them. Ia
1816 another lollan geograpber, Luigl Fillppo de Magisicis,
Sau that Ellsee Feclus will be approcisted mome and more as
tkne goes on, because people will not sppreciale the scientist
who stuls himsell up in bis laboratory so much a8 the one wha
briags the world into his work, The popular “discovery™ of
ecalogy and the sow sockal geagraphy in recent years has
given a specisl cachat to radical or activist geographors. In

raising the call for & more "melevam® geography, they are ot
entirely mnovative, oeause he anarchist grographe s wore
saying espentially tbe Same things a century ago. This
rrminda r BB nol meant o depracets the earmsinoes of (b
prosaEl-diy geographe rs who want 1o be sockal activists bt
merely 1o ask them o explore the e lnle lectual beritage,
Andre Meynier has askod wiy Elises Reclus is not better inown
today, and he suggests that three factors might e responsible
for Heclus's fsding repotation: his M arxist™ (sic} idess, his
long years of exile, and his easygoing but unders anding writing
stybo. Reclus was not, of course, n Marxisl, alihough be
shared many of Marx's basie ideas, In sny evenl, his sdvan-
cad political opinions did not sppoar 1o harm his repulation
with his largely bourgeols resdorship, |n his own or succee-
iing gemerations., Reclus's years of true exile, 1872-1879,
were highly produetive, alihough Meynier was correct ia
saying that he could noi have had the Bame inflosnce a8 &
Parisian professor whils operating from o base in S wilze rland
or Ister from Brossels, Reclus's writing, =aid Meynier, bad
the tome of a pleasant conversstion snd lecked the didscile or
structured style thet the French, boing cartesians, seom Lo
prefer., Meynber credits Reclus with cooating o favourable
stnosphere for peography bat not with 8 com nanding ok in
directing tha course of 58 evolullon,

Beatries Gitlia has 8aid that Elisse Reclus has been
‘arased’” [rom (ke hislory of geography in France becnose
people were afrald of bis anarchism and becruse he was not in
the manstrean of e ew wmiversity=-centred geography. Tha
latter explanation would be more admissible than the former,
bud, aven more basscally, 1 do not sCeept th Einial p-l:'ﬂrnl.H
that Reclus has beon erased, bviously, his [ame diminished
after his drath, Dal thal was dos Sumply o ithe passage of
Lkng andnot 1o conspirary. How many of Reclus’s contempors
aries are now beller Enown? French geographers have mot
Targedien Reclus. They sedem o have placed his life in proper
perspective, neilther unduly glorifying nor denigeating him,
Therne |8 no resson to suspoct that Roclus's has beon suppres-
sqd owt of fear. | ageoe with Giblis"s view ihsl Elises Roclus’
RoOgraphy was 3 “"darge *ous’ S lonce bocause he ahowed thal
b warth can support everyons and becow se he pointed out
post errors in the management of people and resources, Bl
geographers--and all olher scholars--must plways b "danger-
cus” or “sabvwersive, © in the sense that Paul Sears kas called
wcology “the subversive science, " becsuse -0t I8 preclssly
thpdr Lpsk to expn ing sll pollclos eritieally, with an eve
toward (heir Enprovement. Scholars ame expecied 1o expand
Lk world-viEw of thelr counlrymen, who have bess time for
intellectual activilies. To do stherwise would be unpatriotic
or truly subversive, in thal e would be subverting out adses-
tional m ission.

Ouiside Frasce, Reolus’s peograpby kns fared batier &
Britain than clsewhere, partly becsuse the French siyle of
geography has troditionally found & we Fm meceplion there and
partly tpcavsn Ppivick Geddes was seceessful kn inlroducing
Hoclus's weitings to Britlsh grographers. Geddes also recco-
mmaended Reclhis"s writings (o his American discipls Lawis
Mumford, bual, although Mumford's interests seo quite close
b those of Reclud, b has not cited hin extensively. Further-
more, Mumford does not have close thes with American
grographors, slthough be L8 much admired by them,. Americmn
links, in the past ai least, have been more with Germany then
with France or ¢ven Goeal Pritain, But now, on both sldes of
the Ailantic, Reclus's geography may find groater favor as
geographers ane groping toward a more “hen ane™ geography.
They could seem no better mentor than Elisse Reclus,
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WITH great interest 'vo bren reading the article about
Contapr | FHEEDECM 1 December 1878). Cnce again i showed
me the problems 'alismathve” and ‘left wing® projects Bave
with monay &nd the Blate.

It's now ooe year Since we in Wost Barlls - where 1 Live -
irwd o completely new solution to this problem, which 1
wirialdl like to briefly explain, (Historcally speaking it's nat
really pew bul 18 ol least ew within e present alternative
SCEnE ).

Having lived in & couwmtry which practices the "Berusverbot®
Lstaly prevention of certain people following their profossian
breause of the e political belisfs] o fow poople thosght akoust
s#ome Kind of msurance for peophe alfected by the 'Be nals-
verbale’,

They plamned i0 found an association whose members would
pay o monthly amoant lnke & Pand. This fond would provide
for tha Living cosls of people who are withowt money becauss
ol the Berulaverbol,

This basic premise has remaised bul become enlanged
a8 & “fund for political and alwrnative propcis’. The Buccess
Was grealer than wo expecipd 1 (o be, Whiles we egtimated
about 4040 paying members in West Berlin we now have almost
4000 who pay sbout D000 & moath, The contribution per
membir varws ffom 1 00 €12 or mors, There are even o
few mombs rs paying £50:

Abgul M projects of various types have beon supportied so
Tar. The members vobe in {avour of o cortain kind of projpet
which they want to suppart with their monay,

The different catogories are:

= nighbourhood and town projecis
- cooparatives

= gitizen protosts

= palitical comm iiiegs

- eeokogical projects

= feminist projects

= press /media projects

= bookshops, printers, publishe s

legal wia
= teaching and scientific projects
= social therapeutic projecls

polideal beatre and muBic groups
- QLhers

An imdependent body chosen by the members decides which
applicants should réecelve momey [rom ke hand. This bady,
calied "Bairal”, according fo the German anion regulstions,
consisie of thres paris. 0o third are members who applied
for the poSt 58 the members” assmmbly. Ohe Lhikpd & o bke-
pates of different projects, plso chosen by e mambers, &nd
the last third are members drawn by lot,

That's brieflly the constraction of “Netzwerk'. All of it
sounds easy and falr bot in fact we have had 10 fece a lot of
|,:II"III'|.|-EL1I-II which are consaCled with the very natore ol money -
["Mosey is dirty” we say in German). But there was & lot of
criticigm of "Netzwerk' and of the altemative soees sl
during the first months.

However, | think we did quite well - 50 far. Our till is
transparent, Everybody can follow the flow of the mosey.
The members are informed by a bi=manthly cirdular mage-
zing and most of the work, performed by about 30 persons,
is volaninry.

A 0t of new bdeas, possibilities and needs arise from this
constraction, 5o we have kad 1o et about the 'decentralisation
of "Mewzwerk'. About 1800 members in other German clties
ire Hl.l.l.'ﬂ.n.g thalr own logal networks,

We started only recently o establish soene sort of "alwr-
native information exchange bourse' asd evary new sip we
take causes a lot of criticism and problems, bt we still go
om. L mnybody eomes to Berlin or wants more Inform ation,
Wi Bre contactabby at the address bolow,

Sg lhsthille Mewzwerk e ¥,
Suarcesirasss 3]
1000 Borlin 19 (Tel: 323 1581 or 321 72 44)
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