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I had rather record n thousand
errors on the side of merey than
be obliged to tell one act of
sOvere jllslicv. i

—THOMAS PAINE

. 20, No. 24

June. 13th, 1989
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Wt clear. Cochrane’s wallet was
isine and he was thought 1o have
Bn stopped with a demand for
ev and on refusal a rough-house
d which ended in the wicked
h of (he flick-knife. But it is
V to jump to racial conclusions,
to argue that Cochrane was
ed upon by the white boys be-
¢ he was coloured or that they
ild not have gone so far had he
white.

Probably a mixture of miotives and
nce circumstances are nearer the
h. The pathetic youths who
ry knives must all have their
et ‘Walter Mitty’ fantasies in
h they deal a hated enemy a
al blow: in their frustrated,
n and restricted lives yiolence
dreschts almost the only out-let
¢l is acceptable in their social (or
s break out—and any excuse will
the opportunity comes to use
secret weapon, to prove them-
es to be tough, ruthless charac-
like those,in nine movie$ MWt of

>

erhaps Cochrane was the first
gson to come along after Lhc’gang
ided to raise the taxi-fare hdme
8 a hold up. Or perhaps the young
isussin had bought his nice new
iiny knife only that very evening
iInd was itching to use it. Anyone
ould do, and a lonely coloured man
n a darkened street at two in the
morning was a perfect opportunity.

tabbings between Whites

The fact that Cochrane ,was
coloured may have been an adffed
temptation. Tt seems to us unlikely
that it was the prime motive—even
for the attack. After all, stabbings
are the fashion just now.  Marwood
was hanged last month for killing a
policeman with a knife during an
affray in the street. Terence Cooney,
a Dagenham boy, was ja}ed for life
this week for stabbing dnother lad
from Canning Town in a dance-hall
brawl in Barking—because he came
from Canning Towr: <An imagined

-

-

AST Saturday Kelso Cochrane was
He was the young West
dian who was s(abbed to death in

Street in Notting Hill on Whit
pday by a gang of about six white

The direct motive for the murder

slight between one gang and another
is enough to start trouble—it is very
dangerous to laugh at a Teddy Boy’s
hair style. for instance and once
the trouble starts, defeat must be
prevented at all costs.

The case of Kelso Cochrane has
been given added significance,
though, because of his colour and
because it came after a period of time
when the Press had been warning us
to expect new outbreaks of racialism
in Notting Hill. Almost as though
they wanred more riots, the London
papers have been spotlighting this
seedy area and prophesying that
more riots were on the way. In this
(a fine circulation boost) they have
been disappointed. But they have
had a murder; so that’s something to
be going on with,

For the coloured peoples’ organi-
sations, Cochrane’s murder has
provided a rallying point. Under-
staticldbly, they are alarmed: under-
standably they are building Cochrane
Into a martyr in an attempt to stir
the consciences of the whites.

But, alas, the taint of racialism
and nationalism which is the slimy
veneer of white prejudice has touch-
ed them too. Behind the appeals
for unity one hears the assertion of
nationhood, not manhood, of nation-
al sovereignty, of African national-
ism, not personal sovereignty or
internationalism.

Do they Seek a Martyr?

Kelso Cochrane’s funeral was an
impressive and dignified affair. A
large crowd followed the carriages
to Kensal Greenq(;)fnetary and many
hundreds of whites and coloureds
lined the royte, paying their respects

N

to a victim of stupid and unreason-
ing violence. The spirit there was
one of mourning and shame.

But the next day at Trafalgar
Square it was rather a different story.
A demonstration had marched from
Hyde Park, organised by the Afro-
Asian Congress to ‘make this Sun-
day a day of remembrance for a dear
brother who was murdered because
of the colour of his skin.’

The members of this Congress are
determined (in spite of lack of evid-
ence) to make Cochrane’s a racial
murder. As though they feel they
need one, they are determined to
make him a martyr. Most unfortu-
nate of all, they launched an
emotional appeal to raise funds to
-send his body back to Antigua,
where he came from, back to ‘his
own people’, and throughout the
speeches were references to the fact
that he was of African descent. The
chairman (an African) went so far as
to say ‘He was not English, he did
not belong here, so his body should
go back where it belongs.’

This seems to us to be a colossal
error, a sad and stupid mistake. To
say such things is playing straight
into the hands of the fascists who say
exactly the same thing themselves—
though they would probably add:
‘Why wait till they’re dead—send
’em back now!’ To think in such
terms is to think in terms of division,
not of unity, of withdrawal, even in
death, not of coming together in life.

If the Afro-Asian Congress want
to put up a monument to Cochrane
(as they announce they will do in
Antigua) surely the place to do it
is in London, where he was killed.
If they want to rub London’s nose in
its shame, an annual pilgrimage to a

KELSO COCHRANE A MAN?

monument in London will be an
everlasting reminder,

But if they shift the body to the
West Indies, only the West Indians
will remember. Tt is the English
who should not be allowed to forget.

But what is it we should remem-
ber? That Kelso Cochrane was a

West Indian ‘of African descent’?
No: we should remember that Kelso
was a man and a victim of other
victims. The ‘poor white trash’ who
murdered Cochrane are equally the
victims of ignorance and poverty
and nationalism.

To think in the national terms is
to court deleat and further disaster.
The West ladiuns, the Africans, the
Asians and the Europeuns are all
human beings. The aim should be
to unite them in life, not to divide
them, even in death.

The L.C.F.T.U. Reports on
S. African Slave Labour

HE report from two officials of
" the International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions on “appalling
labour conditions in South Africa”
seems to add little to the findings
of a United Nations Commission a
few years ago on slave labour in
South Africa and other countries, in-
cluding areas under British juris-
diction.

The intention of the IL.C.F.T.U.,
which is to submit a report “to the
International Labour Organisation’s
forced Labour committee on the low
cost prison labour being exploited
by some sections of the South
African Community, and on other
instances of harsh treatment of
African workers” may focus world
attention on their plight, but this has
been done before to little effect.

It is a good thing nevertheless that
there has been sufficient interest
aroused by the Secretariat of the
Free Trade Unions to the extent of
sending a mission to South Africa,
but it is difficult to see how changes
can be made unless members of the
LCFET.U. are prepared to take
measures on an international scale
which may help to improve con-
ditions for African labourers. As far

ECTION 44 of the Criminal Jus-
tice Act, 1948 (now incorporated

in the Costs in Criminal Cases Act,
1952) provided generally that the
Courts could order the payment out
of local funds of the accused’s costs
on an acquittal. In 1952 the High
Court judges approved a circular
sent out to the assize, sessions and
maélstrates’ courts by the Home
Office to the effect that costs should
be awarded under this provision

LONDON ANARCHIST

GROUP ANNUAL SUMMER
SCHOOL. AUGUST BANK -
HOLIDAY .

We regret that owing 10 the loss
of club premises we are unable to
hold our Summer Schoel in London
this year. : r
. ossible, however, to
week-end “School”
t it might be
p out. So far we

\ tentative enquiries
bout sleeping, cooking and discus-
~ sion room facilities, but we can in-
vestigate thoroughly if sufficient
-geople are interested.

It may' be

1

Please contact the above group
c/o Freedom Press within a week/
n days if interested, with details of
0ssessions’; how many tents, sleep-

“only in exceptional circumstances”.
[ord Goddard, then Lord Chief
Justice, added that while Parliament
bud clearly not imposed any limit
on the discretion of the Courls,

“it was never intended, and it would
be quitc wrong, that costs should be
awarded as of course to every defendant
who is acquitted. Its use should be
reserved for exceptional cascs, and every
case should be considered on its merits.

Mr. R. E. Seaton, Chuirmun'qf
London Sessions in replying (o criti-
cisms of the refusal of himsell and
a fellow-judge to grant costs o ac-
mcused persons who had recently been

acquitted and discharged in those
courts, referred to Lord Goddard’s
ruling which, he declared, “could not
be 4 clearer direction”.

_Al!‘ that is clear, to our minds, in
this *‘direction” is that judges and
magistrates are given arbitrary
powers to us it were “override” the
verdicts of juries or, in the case of
magistrates, their own verdicts by
directing that acquitted persong

ing bags, etc? :

n __ i m __ @ =

should nevertheless pay their own

costs.* For how can one remove
from such terms as “Exceptional
cases” or that “every case should be
considered on its merits”, the per-
sonal prejudices of the judge or
magistrate?

A judge may well disagree with
the verdict of a jury, just as a magis-
trate may be obliged to acquit a
defendant (not because he is worried
overmuch by the factual weakness of
the prosecutor’s case, but because
he knows that if he convicts on his
“hunch” of the defendant’s guilt, his
decision may well be reversed by a
higher court—assuming, of course,
that the defendant is in a position to
pay for the services of a practitioner
of the law who can pin-point the
weaknesses of the prosecution’s case
and the magistrate’s conclusions).
But both the judge and magistrate
can have the last word when it comes
to the question of costs, with signifi-
cant results so lar as the defendant
is concerned. By being refused
costs not only is the defendant, in
many cases, pul lo serious financial
embarrassment but in the eyes of the
public, doubt is cast on his inno-
cence. And this important fact was

«[n his statement, Mr. Scaton pointed out
that *“This court has followed the prac-
tice of other courts of Quarter Sessions

and Assizes in this country. The ques-

tion as fo the award of costs is governed
by the Costs in Criminal Cases Act. and
the discretion is entively in the hands of
the judge who tries the case.” (Our
italics),

Reﬂ.ections on Double-Think and the Law
... But Some are More Innocent than Cthers

underlined by Mr. Seaton in his
statement when he declared

“There is a misconception as to the
state of affairs in a criminal trial because
it has been alleged that if they are inno-
cent they are entitled to their costs. The
innuendo is that the person acquitted is
obviously an innocent person.”

Though Mr. Seaton was replying
to public and Press criticism he was
obviously not using the term “in-
nuendo” in a way which has meaning
for the public (“an insinuation:
usually spoken or written in dero-
gation; as damaging “‘innuendos”).
Nevertheless even in its legal con-
notation its use in the present legal
context is worth noting. Funk and
Wagnell give the legal definition as

In pleading, an explanatory phrase em-
ployed to make a previous phrase more
explicit, as in saying “the pecjured vil-
lain, meaning the plaintiff” in which case
the phrase “meaning the plaintiff” is an
innuendo,

To the layman the cynicism con-
tained in this illustration of the
definition surely takes a lot of beat-
ing! To the layman the acquitted
man is an innocent man. If he isn’t
then neither is the man who is found
guilty necessarily guilty of the crimes
of which he has been accused.

*

UT whereas Mr. Seaton in his
statement makes no suggestion
that a person found guilty either by
oW Coatoucd oo p. «

as we know no such proposals have
as yet been made.

1t is generully our view that wor-
kers “on the spot™ are best fitted to
organise themselves for revolt, but
even with our second-hand know-
ledge of the circumslances under
which many Africans have to work,
it seems obvious 1hat cowed und
deprived men need help from fellow
workers who are relatively fit, well
fed and free.

We are terribly aware of the limi-
tations of constitutionul protest
against a totalitarian country by
people from outside, and yet few
other means are possible. All that
can be done, thercfore, is to use
every means available to harass
dictatorships. This nced not stop at
written protests through the United
Nations or other channels but, and
here the International Confedera-
tions of Free Trade Unions are really
in a position to act, a general strike
in countries where labour is rclative-
ly free against the treatment of black
South Africans.

*

T is obvious from the feeble whim-
perings of most white South
Africans who “do not like” what
their government is doing that help
for the Africans cannot be expected
from that quarter. Most of them
enjoy a standard of living which is
sustained by cheap labour compar-
able only to a tiny privileged
minority in this country, it is, there-
fore unlikely that the majority of
whites, even the ones who claim to
have “sympathy” with the Africans,
are going to “stick out their necks”
too far. The South African govern-
ment is well aware of the type of
white people (the majority) they are
dealing with. That, and the apathy
of the blacks, make it possible for
the government to pass the kind of
Bill such as the recent one which
will set in motion the establishment
of separate ‘black states’ with the
illusion of self government.

There are 3,000,000 whites and
9,600,000 blacks in South Africa.
Under the new Bill the latter will be
given 13% of the poorest land. The
partition of the country into black
and white states, even with the osten-
sible aim of self government for the
blacks means little change in reality
as the following report shows:

“Except for the territory of Transkei,
the Bantus' councillors will be appointed
by the government (elected officials, the
Prime Minister blandly explained. are in-
terested mainly in getting re-clected).
White officials are empowered 1o veto
anything the native authorities do, and
each Bantustan treasury will be under
strict government control. The major
immediate effect of the bill, in fact, will
be 10 remove a voice from Parliament
that can be a nuisance, but never a threat,
to the government-——that of the seven
white Senators and Assemblymen who
are there specifically to represent the

rights of the Bantus.”



PEOPLE AND IDEAS:

THE WALLS OF PREJUDICE

“As long as to-day's problcms are stated in terms of ‘mass polithcs’
and ‘mass organisation’, it is clear that only Srates and inass purtios €an

deal with them.

But zf the solutions that can be ofiéred. by States and

parties are acknowledged to be either futile or wicked, or.botl;then-we
must look not only for different ‘solutions’ but especially for different ways

of stating_ the problens themselves

There are men-and women: ~As

units in @ ‘mass they submit 1o um}'orm rules of housing, eating, and
Hressmg, go to the factory or 1o the mevies; vore for a party oF acc laim-a

Leader
I'mn; 1 ad Toie h’m\. '
ness .

. Yet cach one of them has been a child.
, thediscovery of the world anc(‘\’?f 1S O ILCONSCioLs:
L Elen in the re}est existence there dre Iracay Of mpm&non 10 a life
/ms r/cnased o a redl coiftmuhion with ones’ noi thb«"nr;‘

Each one has made by

rlh, can hardly

<l > ”
imagine a hnal fife witholdl, sohe moments of carefree: erfjoyment and

E’II[III(SI(ISI!t s

“Friendships should de strengthered l/nouyh somé constructive entey-

pIISL’ carried ot m COI)II)I(JH

‘Tlie humblest aims froim @t assotidtion for

mutual lielp 1o a club wheie people-meet 1. spend fime together,  can
eventually lead 10'an association whose wiwritiensnorms will actually inspive

binli ihe priva

*

ON March 9th, 1959, the Oxford
City Council demolished the

walls which had been built across’
two streets twenty-five .years eatlier

by an estate developiment company

in order t0 segregate their private,

housing from the ‘council house ted-
ants on tHe ofter side. The City
Counqgl first. . demohsheq them in
1938 but had to IJUle Jhem. again
after losing the resultant legal baule
‘Oné of thedi was. xnocxcd “down in
1943 by the army and re-erected “by
the War Office. Finally, this year
the Council succeeded 1n buymg the
walls for about £1,000 in order to
demolish them.

This story reminds us that preju-
dice is not the monopoly of the poor
and ignorant, and that it 1s not con-
fined to ‘race relations’. The preju-
diced person is almost invariably one
who sees the members of the ‘out-
group’ as “in some way or other con-
stituting a threat to his own personal
security and- status”. The work of

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
OPEN DAILY

{Opea 10 a.m.—$.30 p.m., 5 p.m. Sats:}

New Books ., . .
The Comrade 7 CaesarFavese 15/-
R g el Dynarmcs F
P Sordkia’ BO/:
Reprints and .

e aild the public life of s componenrs

~-+-ANDREA (CAFEL

Adorno t1and his. colleagues: = in
Amnerioa (The Auwthoritarian Person-
ality, 1950) and of Eysenck in this
country (The Psychology of Politics;
1934) (,u}s,gest that the person who
is Bestile to Megrbes as a group, is |
also anti-senutic, and has a whole
range @f fouherriierarchical, auihbori-
tariaft, exploitive “and anti-ratidnal
ttitndes which do not at firss, sight
géeﬁtl‘ 'Fiidted “lo ' E4th ' Set. [[‘f\:s
dithtalt Hbwevér o im.} 4 diViding
jiind| Bditween pedple whosd prc‘mdau
182l Aispelt of theil’ pddsthalify and
those for®who it s merely atl ur-
thinking aécepihnée of pOpular
Sterédtypés.  No-bife is ‘bor jréji-
diketd bd! concludu ‘Anthony Rich-
mond,

‘*Severe prejudice is a product of basic
pavsonality, waits.  Ooeof the most am-
pariapt funcions of the home,, s 1o
‘pravide an xtmosphere of love and secur-
ity it which’ the, child can grow to view

cure for the *hbolish capitalism' type is
ncither quick” nor. simple and s only
tinkering with one facel of a much widsr
problem."2

Should there be a law?

Nor did he put much faith in
legislation. which ¢ ‘may reduce the
symptoms, bui leaves the disease
unchecked.” A slightly different
view is {aken by Prof. Allport, 10 an
American context. Legislation; he
says, if ‘enforced

“may be a sharp tool in the battle
against discrimination . Legal action
however.. has only an ll]dll'(.Cl. bearing
upén the reduetion of ‘persénal preiudice.
It cannot codree tHoughfs of instr sub-
“jeetive tolerance ', :'2 Liw s jntendéd only
1o control the outward ‘expréssion’ of in-
‘tolerance; = But outward actign, ‘psycho-
logy: knows, has an: eventua) ochct upon
inner habits of thought and feeling;.  And
for. this reason we list legislative action
as one ot the major methods of reducing.
not only public discummation,; but
private prejudice as well.""3

But 1 the different circumstances
of this country, with no official
tradition of discrimination (except
the‘Coioured Alien Scamen Order of
1925, Which would nevér have been
mdcred i 1he climate of to-day), the
Labout Party’s detlared intention of
introducing’ ]églslauon against “dis-
crimifiation in all places 10 which the
publi¢ have access of are mv1ted
with of withdut payment’” seems to
be more the rcSmt of a 'désire to ‘do
sometnmg ‘about préjudice. than of
a hope of redlly diminishing it by
this means. ft would apply to, hotels,
shops dail plates of entertainment,
but as Fennef Brockwdy admitted in

_bencvolem attitudes,

introducing his original Bill. “it is
Inot possible, for example, to say that
o woran who provides lodgings
should necessarily include in her
home u lodger against whom she
feels'd prejudice or who may arouse
prejudice among other lodgers.”” Mr.
Brockway s Bill also covers discrim-
Anatory clauses wjinm sleases whose
legality and effectiveness is already
doubtful :“ there has sd far Been no
test case. As to discrimination in
cmployment, Mr. Brockway admlis
that “it is always possible for an em-
ployer to say that work or promotion
is refused on other grounds” and the
sapme must also be trife of refusal of
admittance to notels and places of
public entertuinment. However, as
the law stands at present, Mr. Learie
Cofistantine " was awarded damages
in court as'a result of being refused
aorommodunon #t a well-known
L'ondo‘n‘ hotel.
When we se¢ how little it wotild
affect the actual situation, the call
for a law against discrimination, like
that for a law against provocation
appears to be an unconscious evasion
of the idea of personal responsibility.
Ihe one thing that can really be said
in favour of lcglslauon is its effect on
the morale of coloured people, who
frequently point out that they bave
no means of appeal or redress against
discrimination.

How prejudiced are we?

It used to be said that one-third
of thé population of Brifain is ex-
tremely prejudiced towards coloured
people, that one-third was, mildly
prcrudn.ud and. that onerthird was
tolerant. But an enquiry conducted
hy, Dr: Michael Bantos in, 18956 in-
dicated a much greater prevalencc of
*The crux of
the proolem , -says Mr. John Dar-

“With subject péoples indicates u |

FREED

ragh after hlS mves[]gdUOﬂ s
mingham, * “appears 10 be 10 the
that' most people think others I
prejudiced than themselves. TH
behaviour is determined by W
they believe. or Wish 1o ‘believel
the view of others”. Dr Kep

Little, who ArSt put forward ¥
“chass " theory™ of colour prefu
points out that people’s sod
‘“class™ 1o ‘this country is 1i¥{
determined by the people with wit§
they assocrate, and that as a Ot
skin colour, because of its associal

“Tlass” staws. “some English
sons beligve that they will jeopards
if not Jose, their social status in
eyes of their friends and acqug
lances by association with a colous
person”. Thus, “people resist
entty of coloured workers 'to
occupatiors, or deplore their obta
ing houses in white neighbourhood
because their presence is thought
indicate that the job or neighbg
hood is at the bottom of the sod
scale.”  One landlady, 1ntervies
in A. T. Carey’s study of the pM
lems of colonial students, declaré
*“Of course, | don’t take blacks.
sorry for, the darkies, that 1 am,
1 don't know what the neighbd
would say: look at Mrs. So-and
She really has come down in
world.”

Dr. Banton concluded from hi§
vestigations that

“When people atiribute inter-
friction (6 Prefudice they tend 'to T¢
prejudice |l as irrational, | as  ‘somel
which, - regrettably will always be
us:rand: which | we: cannot do: anvel
about,  But we reagh a Jess. pessimis
conclusion if, instead; we see fociall
haviour towards, the ymmjgrants  les8
an _acting out, of _individual  senti

™" Continoued on B

iite! expenences as rEWardmg rather thap
‘deprivational. “The building df of . such
personalmes ‘begins''‘at Birth' and ¢con-
tinues’ Through‘oub[hfe Radical Changes
may be necéssary in (raditional parent/
child relatiobships (if adults with balanced
integrated personalities .are to be created
who can face difficulties without iundue
anxiety, and whe,.do not.need .to resort
to violent prejudices to, maintain, their
own selt estéem “Cleatly, the develop-
tiienf bf a séture home | background must
Bs adcomlbamedohy #' “solial system in
sohichicithéis G & mihimum |0f dVdidable
©odeasions Hfbr fears u&némpflo;&ment war
and;all the lpther; causes of fear in socxal
lifie must be: r¢m9wed ifi-a 1society Lfree ‘of
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The rFIatlon | between insecurity and Jf

prejudiee-Js-to e greated "k sors gl
14 ING-oné - édn " dblibr Thiat 'this s 's0. |

preju ice was succmctly illustrated

in an American investigation by cog- |
relating the rise and fall of the price

of cotton with the annual -number_.I
of lyncnings. The - butbreaks of

ragial violence in Nottinghag and
Notting Hill Iasl1 year coincided with
the rise in unemp]oyment Mr.
Richmond’s study of ' prejudice
against West Indians in Lwerpool
led him to the hypothesis that pre-
judice is a function ot social and
sexual status factors, but that . dis-
crimination tends to be govemed
more By econoric considérations.

Bul we cannot in practice, posts
pone allempts to reduce prejudice
until all our other social and econ-
omic problems are solved, any more
thun we can refrain from attempting
to, wean the aythorjtarign character
from his “‘ethnocentrism”, however
caﬂv i life he may have developed
it. . James Robb observed in his in-
vestigation of anti-semitism  that,
though its connection wnlh social and
economic  upheavals i1s. o well-
attested for ils importance o be
denied, the conpection is neither
simple nor dircct. Certainty of em-
ployment, better housing and other
chml n.form.? can Jower its inci-
dence “by ayoiding lhc -activation of
prqudlcc _potential jin md1v1duals
whqse personalities _,are,mmplmcd
Qy/ards this reaction,’ > and Dr. Robb
concluded that

"(,(msldt.rmg'hddl difficolt it is o
achieve these desirable states even when
moltivations far stronger than the w:sh
10/ [essen anti-semitibt are present. it do A
nul[ scem .ady_sap_efl%plucc,dmfmu

fefogat \ iy x'fmru.

Il is

v

¢l think your Bedrooms are Wonderful
ﬁ?m[’ark abdut rmdnu,h!_n—'

and’ you”shall ‘set’ 'wohders,* sdid
'Shakespeare,iand it is ttue’ that, “4lthéugh
the! climate. isn’tsthat of the” Garden ‘ot
dden, 'the! Park has played . a i fruitful role
in jour  rough islandstory; ‘From: Falstaff,
who, on being apprehended in Windsor
Park;, - declared’ indidmantly “This: is
ennugdhrto be the:decay. of -lust’and late
walkipgi|throughs therealmy? toi'Dylan
Thomag,) up_ ¢ ng;igood in .Cwmdonkin
Papk, Swa;}:m, thg[ Rark , has, been : the
{E’ ot ‘urpar) Brm,sh ., Peter

( m d nuux

arduz a/xglal.s @S
k‘ﬁm ’cﬂ,gél;f&hé perrJn.mem Tiberal and
anti-authoritarian__trends __of _ English

-TETHT and an dulllll’lﬂg Dane, 'S E.

Rauasimussen, re urkg,nu . | , B
m:nﬁ hPa &J R4 g
ar

for an outdogr life. Formerly the pa
posEifldgil ¥ iis oftly’
4s to [ool eautxful gul n the;e llahst
I e Li taught the
&'Pmllge? hsﬂm E‘}B “5}1_: paellr'is mgusl\ be
‘htil:zedJmoi'e mtensively They might
‘B¢ Iregavded s’ some sorv-of Stpplyser-
Mige of thygienig.importance just as water
-§YPpLy; gommen fewers, gl
Rasmussen’s splendid book: omLondon
\Was, writen, many yeacs, ago,jand 1t 1s
g,ood to legrn | that we rEn;,l,xsh haye takep
thc pomt nolher sympalhctlg foreign
‘obsetver, Dr. Billy Graham, known to
hid friends ds- God's Public Rélations
Officer; dropped into London this week
and told his Press Conference:

‘“Yekterday afternoon my wife and I

took a walk through the parks-—Hyde
Park, Green Park and St. James’s Park+—
just at about dusk and [ could hardly
bLlILVC it.
! I'my Iookcd as il they bad. been
thrned mto bedrooms, with pcople lying
al} oer lhe plaLe in all sorts of condi-
nom

“Your parks dre like bedrooms’—
what u'deliclous thought, c\n«.cmlly these
‘days when bédrdoms are’ gelting more
and  more - bke parks.  Nothing new
about it of coursa: 350 yenrs apro anothor
clergymoan, John Donne wrote that poem
that begios.

Whua like a pillaw on a bed,

A pregnaiy bunke swel'd up, to rest
Ihe yiglegs reclining head,

balpve {wo, ong ulwther.v best,

IAnd Sir Philip Sidney, at about the same
tfmc pointed out that the park was the
best place:

LI a grove most rich of shude
Where birds wanton masic 1hide,
Astrnnhc‘l with Stella sweet
l? lor‘ mutual comfort meet,

q

imple

Never season was more fit,
Never room more apt for it.

W‘nen you fook info tfie matter, it s= 1
Rard 4o fild an Elizab&than poem or
mddrighl that-isn’ about making iove ln
parks. 'Perhaps the New. Elizabethan
Age is rediscovering what made Britain
great. Certainly the admonition “Keep
Off the Grass’™ is. being replaced By the
more appropriate request “"Please Adjust

“Your- Dress: Before Leaving”.

But ‘[ have an awful feeling that [ mis-
understood - Dr: Graham. Because
although he wanted to- héar the Birds’
wanton musfe, it 'didn't. provide  any
sk camisy v for om-and his wifet: |

“Where once we could walk through the

«London:-parks-and enjoy ve-—-birds #nd

the ducks and the water, it was so em-
harrassmg n to walk through that
Hirtte T 1oL tny wife out.

“We.. have«made ddody of people who
p‘ﬁift ahiei emphasis on this pUll’;[‘.« P E think
the new generation coming along are far
better acquainted with Jane Mansfield's
statistics than they are with the seventh
commandmem

“This is"a 'danger ‘to our culture;, It
is a ferrible thing and one'of the factors
which destroyed Rome and other cities.

“It is going to bring the Judgment of
(God on any city that goes the way of
Sodom and Gomorrah.”

At least that is what the Evening News
(846/59) said he said. - The Star said it
was  'the second commandment. The
Evening = Standard agreed, it was the
seventh and obligingly inserted the text.
It just shows how you ought 1o read) all
the evening papers, or best of all, none.

Dr: Oraham added lhzn over-cmp i
on sex was one of the dangers faced
the Western world. And he's right
course. ;See how those Russians mans
without it, .And the Chinese, Thes
one born every minute, .sp . they
Sex has us proper place but the trouf
is the place aint big enough. And tf
brings us back 10 the park. ' This is W
Lewis Mumford 'says ‘about 1t in TN
Culrire of €

WFor 1ack'0i such space’in America¥
whole - generation o jgirle and boys Hhall
grawn . up,. czamped ip the vulgaz promiss
cuities’ of “the automobile, carrying into
their erotic life the taint of something
that is harried;/estheticaiiy’ conbarcassnrg
and ernotionally d[slmegraung The
home, the garden, ithe park: msc be
plann;d {for dovers andl for lpve-making:
that s an essential aspect of an environ-
mc‘nr desigtied 'for Huthdn growrn.”

“Plan K&’ park-‘fue Jovets. ‘says’ Mum-
ford. ~ A bed of rosés all the wayv; which
Is just. what God meant for Adam and
Eve before that nosey-parker of a snake-
in-the-grass felt embarrassed sneaking
thrOLgh Dr. Graham also said:

“As 1 stood at the foot of Queen
Victoria’s statue in front of Buckingham
Palace./ I' could ‘not' help but think that
one of the things that made Britain great
was her moral and spiritual power. If
she ever loses her spiritwal strength all
is lost.”

He must have meant our love of fresh
air and outdoor bedrooms. They didn't
have parks in Sodom and Gomorrah.

C.W.

'Buf we all worship God in aur awn hiomhle wau s can’



N Prosccution ceurt, an alicgation which,
1 am happy to sfay. has now been with-
drawn.

If that allegation has been with-
drawn and Mr. Seaton now fecls
happy. we reiterate it on the basis of
bis own words (assuming that when
a lawyer uscs words they arc meas-
used. and that we are justified in
drawing conclusions from the

But Some are
. rances as quoted above) and hope
O"e lnnocent we can make him feel wnhappy!

hitifed T iyl P

or by magfsir’a?g' may bave been
hefully condemned. e iders
tion that acquittal js proof ot
cnce. i

3t requires alittle thonght, because
Bis country—Englaod  there-arc only
aerdicts ‘that ‘@ | jury .can return.
B not gufity; “In Scotiand there
brec verdicts. the two i have men-
#3 and a third' of *Not proven.’ . in
B cases where an scquittal takes place
ns in occt ‘that. tht Crown have
Betis5ed the opus of proof add the
have quite properly hequitted the
d person.

eedom
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\X/E are continually reminded that
. under English Jaw every man
is decmed to be innocent until he is
proved to be guilty.

In theory then. thc role of the
prosecution is to seek to establish
the truth. In practisc the police and
prosecutors are just as concerncd to
secure a conviction as the defence
lawvers are to secure an acquittal.
For those involved it is all part of an
elaborate game. in which questions
of pride. of promotion and future
Briefs play a large part in the con-
duct of cases. If the prosecution is
only concerned with the truth then
no policeman would ever manufac-
ture evidence and no prosecution
witness tell a lie. Yet the accused.
far from feeling confident that jus-
tice will be done. engages as many
legal experts as he can afford or can
ill-afford. to prove that the prosecu-
tion witnesses are lying! The accu-
sed. far from being considered inno-
cent until proved guilty, is assumed
by Press and public to be probably
guilty until he can prove that he is
not.

Everyvthing is loaded against the
accused: judges and magistrates
assume that police witnesses tell the
truth whereas witnesses for the de-
fence have been primed by wily soli-
citors: the accused is often held in
custody at the request of the prose-
cution because he might obstruct
their job of obtaining the evidence
they require against him: he has to
prepare bis defence from his cell and
meet his solicitor in a room in the
prison, or perhaps not until the case
comes up for trial.

The prosecution spares nO €x-
pense in building up its case while
the accused may either have to rely
on the charity of the court or em-~
ploy the services of lawyers (and. as
one of our legal friends once put it,
“you get as much law as you can
pay for”). At the trial the accused
has the right to refuse to go into the
witness box to be grilled by the
wigged Inquisition. If he refuses
thep in exercising his right he has
added to the suspicion of his guilt.
The judge in addressing the jury will
probably remind them that the law
confers on the prisoner the right to
refuse to give evidence and will add
“but members of the jury, you may
perhaps take the view that an inno-
cent man has nothing to hide and
would welcome an opportunity to
take the stand, etc.”

L however “‘properly” the.jury
sbave acted.
g5 the 1ime. tomies, Jas’ it docs
Bially, for the aveused pérson to
Tor cowts,-iriis fér the judgc who
iSe caze 10 considet the Facts he has
He is the best judge of what has
d.’ (ogether wilh- tHe' jury and
el cnoaged i the “eate!
Mo judge Has: t¢ ‘exettisé hiy discre-
Bn the fadtoas they @thevged in the

bite-that though Mi Seaton can-
b without < pouring ~scorz on the
8. not -assume’ that:the “best
B¢ of what™ las-happened” in a
is not only-Ringself Fut also “the
b and  counsel engdgéd in the
. 'when it comes to.costs “it is
the jndge who  tries the case to
Sider the facts he has heard”. for
" to “‘exercise.-his-discretion om
facts - as. they emerged in the
"1 And by hisTuling regarding
osts he can, so far-as the public
goncerned.” virtually reverse the
gict of the jury.

s was ‘the view taken by the
who_were secently acquitted
London ;Sessions of committing a
wd. obscene and disgusting™ act
parked car, for, as their solicitor
et IneapIESS Statement last

= s

Nr. Séaton [though he was not the
dge:of sth tsiaiabd has no personal
knowledge of the case] has nevertheless
‘created 45 0ppdntohity of commenting on
the failure of another judge to award
costs_in,  their  fayour in terms which
‘imply- that théy wexe not innocent of the
‘Offence against public decency with which
they were charged. .

Mr. Seaton has replied that in his
statement he did not refer to their
I case. “I wids merely laying down

generdi principles.

It occurs 10 -me, by way of example,
we may have -a case where 2 man is
charged with receiving stolen property
and one of the ingredients is that the +
Crowm Hias 10 satisfy the jury that the : ) )
person having ‘the property knew when T ‘RUTH, which every witness
he got it that it. was stolen. swears will be the basis of his

“From tifne to time persons charged evidence to the court is the last thing
with“this oficoce are acquitted, and they  ope expects in a'court of law where

. may apply for costs. It may transpire pejther the prosecution mor the de-
that where the jury were not satisfied it fence are bent on establishing the

is abundantly clear that the person in hb fully suppressing
the dock was grossly negligent, and that tr}lt }lt O e b BRI SSINE S
js the acid test as to whether the person  distorting or exploiting it for their
in the dock js innocent. In that case no Tespective ends. Prosecuting counsel
court would award costs. The second and Police want a conviction; de-
consideration is if the police have be- fendinmg counsel want an acquittal:
haved improperly in bringiog the prose- mpeither side is particularly interested
cution and in their conduct of the case. in the fate of the man in the dock;
1£-that has happened then a court might he jg merely the justification for this
be disposed to award costs.” lucrative battle of wits, umpired by
a member of the legal fraternity.

It is not surprising that in the cir-
cumstances some who are guilty are
acquitted and others who are inno-
cent are found guilty. But if the
acquittal is not proof of innocence
neither is a verdict of guilty proof of
guilt. And we suspect that for these
reasons steps will now be taken by
the Government to direct the courts
to allow “reasonable™ costs to defen-
dants who have secured acquittal.
After all it’s better to make the rate-
payers pay than that the Law should
be made to look silly!

Where it is “abundantly clear”
that the person in the dock was in-
‘mocent but “grossly negligent”, “no
court would award costs” but where
be police “bave behaved improperly
nging the prosecution and in
eir conduct of the case” then “a
court might be disposed to award
costs” (our italics). Note the em-
p%‘ﬂc “No court, etc.” on the one
hand and “a court might, etc.” on
the other. Mr. Seaton in his state-
ment refers to

One organ of the press {which] went
‘sa far as to suggest that this court was

WILHELM REICH cdited by
Paul Ritter. The Ritter Press,
Nottingham, 10s.

“He has rendered to our knowledge
and to our further development cx-
tremely important facts and  cxper-
icnces, which have helped to improve
psychoanalytic technique and thinking,
contributed o the field of sexology, 10
political evaluation and theory, to
anthropological thinking, to psycho-
matic medicine, and maybe also vaju-
able hypotheses 1o ‘basic’ rescarch.
He always stimulated the sincere search
for truth, The tragedy of his death
should remind people, belonging cither
to professional or political movements,
that a human being, creative for the
futurce, .has a right to bz well-treated.™

—=NI1C WAAL,

“Reich always had the tendency to
publish his ncw findings somcwhat too
carlv—long before his concepts could
be understood theorctically or seman-
tically. He was always thoroughty
upsct and disappointed when people
did not understand or when they mis-
understood him. He was {rantically
irritated when people were slow in
undcrstanding or when they  were
directly sabotaging or vicious. This
may stem from two sources in his
character. Hec had much of the true
imnocence and restless scarching mind
of the creator. But it also had to do
with some lack of rcalism. Whereas
he could understand fearfulness or
hate in his patients. he forgot this in
his collaborators and fellow men.”

—NI1C WAAL.

"T"HE passages above are quoted from
this ‘mecmorial volume to Wilhelm
Reich and they indicate what many
people have thought about Rcich. He

BOOK REVIEWS

was a man who often aroused antagon-
ism: that of his fellow-psychoanalysts
in Austria and Germany, the University
of Oslo and thc press in Norway,
‘orthodox' scicnce and the Food nand
Drug Administration in the USA, but in
spite of this hatred there were, and still
arc, many pcople with a great respeet
for the man and his work. Among them
are Paul and Jean Ritter who are :llrcnd’y
known to readers of Frirpom for t{ucyr
advocacy of Reich's work, mainly
through the medium of their journal
Orgonomic Functionalism.

In this volume My, Ritter has collccted
together articles by A, S. Neill, Njc Waal
(2 psychoanalyst), Myron Sharaf (on
Reich's trial) and himself and his wifc
{on Reich's work). Of thesc. the article by
Nic Waal is the most objective and $0
probably the most infcresting to many
readers.  She was taught by Reich during
her training at the Berlin Institute of
Psychoanalysis and met him again in
Norway when he was forced to leave
Germany; she writes of Reich’'s contro-
versies with the psychoanalytic movement
and concludes with an assessment of his
character.

Myron Sharaf's account of Rcich's
persccution by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration shows with what venom
Rcich was pursued by the officials of the
U.S. government: but being the man he
was and no doubt fccling harasscd by
friend and foc alike, after an jnjtia) ap-
proach to his trial-judge by lctter, he dlfl
not make a straightforward issuc of his
defence. Instead, and no doubt to the
detriment of the success of his casc. he
allcged that thc Russians were attacking

istic remarks on Reich,
has “pever seen so relaxed o person, Jf
I touched his jaw it went up and down
fike n well-oiled box fid.™
shows
Rcich
friendly: it was only when his work wus
involved that he became aggressive,

Jean Ritier on Reich's work:
undertaken at a brisk gallop with the
main emphasis on ‘orgonomy’.
little attempt at an argument that might
persuade the sceptic, and to the con-
verted
Morcover thc writing is often sloppy
(‘The basic tool of investigation is the
basic sense perception of the investigator,
basic to the five senses’), though to some-
on¢c who knows little of Reich’s work,
but is sympathetic, this resumé might be
found helpful.

TRIBUTES TO WILHELM REICH

him through the Food and Drug Admin,,
that there was n
spiracy trying 1o prevent him from carry-
ing, on his orgonomic work so that the
U.S, wonld be deprived of the benefits,
This
against a charge that he was guilty of
falsely pretending,
energy aceumulator' had therapeutic pro-
pertics; it would scem a sure way to
confinm a jury's first opinion that they
were irying a crank and to suggcest that
he was paranoic ag well.
casy to be wisc after the event and jt s
quite possible thar Reich had some Jogi-
cal reason for pursuing the particular ling
of defence that he djd,

Moscow-directed con-

was  an  cxtraordinary  defence

that the ‘orgone

However, it 18

A. S. Neill contributes some character-
He says that he

His account
rclationships
human and

that in  personal
could be warm,

Finally there is the essay by Paul and
this is
There js

the facts arc alrcady known.

M.G.W.

The

THE OBJECTIVE SOCIETY,
by Everctt Knight. Routledge
and Kegan Paul. 1959, 136 pp.
16s.

‘SOCIETIES’ (fictional names for an

elusive fact) are free, open, sane,
organic, civilised, anarchist, and of course
(blessed word) authoritarian. But objec-
tive is 2 new term. What does Everett
Knight mean by the objective society?
Here are his own words:

If scientific law is no longer to be re-
garded as exhaustive and final, but
simply as one of many ways in which
rmatter has been and can be organized,
then what is primordial in man is not
intellect, bur that ‘intention’ or ‘orienta-
tion” which intellect helps him 1o exploit.

In other words, the distinctive thing
about man is what he decides to make
of himself or the society to which he
belongs. But social forms are not
making anything of themselves; they
have ceased to progress. If philosophi-
cal, historical and political thought is to
break out of the text-books. says Knight,
it must begin to elaborate a programme,
it must stop its tireless waiting for the
facts to organize themselves into a de-
cipherable pattern which, in any case,
the objective society would be the first
1o find inacceptable.

The objective society, then, believes

Whether such a step will lead to
more “justice” is another matter. “A
Barrister” writing in last Friday’s
News Chronicle suggests that one of
two consequences would be likely:

1.—The police would naturally be ua-
willing to risk a prosecution where the
penalty of failure would be a heavy sum
against the State. Many criminals would
g0 unarrested and uncharged because the
evidence collected against them would
not in certainty lead to their conviction.

2.—The prosecutor, to save the State
loss, might attempt to inflame the jury
against the prisoner.

Police would be under temptation to
lie and concoct foolproof evidence.

A few expensive acquiltals would be
black marks against the professional
careers of prosecutor and the police.

And the judge, who is, after all, a
State servant, would tend to use his
powers of queslioning witnesses and
summing up to persuade the jury to con-
vict.

In all these circumstances the servants
of the State would have a vested interest
in securing a conviction.

What a revealing commentary on
what Kropotkin so rightly described
as “Organised Vengeance called
Justice™!

Objective Society

that only by knowing the whole of the
facts can one kmow how to act. Two
types dominate this society: the messiab,
who thinks he has arrived at an Absolute,
and the monk, who restrains himself
from all action i order to kcep an
objective mind.

The definition of man in terms of
purpose is to Knight the last word (since
he, too, must have his Absolute!). I
think this is extremely shaky. Although
man created mathematics (2+2=4), there
is 2 sense in which 2+2=4 is true inde-
pendently of human volition; and this is
the case also with the truths of entomo-
logy, aerodynamics, and social statistics
(to name a few). True, the peculiar dis-
cipline of objective science is such as to
circumscribe human feedom (thc man
who studies machines becomes rmachine-
Iike), but it is still possible, as existential-
ism has shown, to discover within those
laws the conditions under which freedom
is still operative.

If Knight's basic formula be rejected,
then objective society stands. But if jt
be accepted, his own thesis falls to the
ground; since there is no reason why we
should be politically conscious rather
than stay in the ranks of the apathetic.
The only reason for preferring one is
that it may give us greater chance of sur-
vival; but it could at least be argued that
survival is more likely to resuit from

arriving at sound belic{s, as from action
for action’s sake.

Might it not be better to sec in the
current unconcern of philosophers for
the practical world a concrcte, namely
negative, reaction to the political situa-
tion? A piece of bad luck, perhaps, for
those would-be Platos who are forced to
spend the best years of their lives doing
Togical analysis; but not, in the long run,
a deadly symptom. In any case, it js not
true, as our ‘Anglo-Saxon’ philosophers
do arguc about political issucs, both in
writing and on tclevision and radio,

Mr. Knight has gone to live in Ghana,
where (presumably) the gospel of action
and anti-European reaction will have a
good sale. It was Spengler who first
mooted the idea that the ‘immutable’
facts of Naturc discovered in different
ages and regiops might be just so many
attempts at the ‘realisation’ of man in
different ways. So Knight may gain
kudos in his emergent social order by
saying ‘The virtue of me is that I belicve
in Marxist organisation”. (He does not,
in fairness, actually say this, but he
comes pretty close). But does that give
him the right to present a biased view of
history? His pronouncements on renais-
sance Order, empiricist Fact, etc. are at
the most unproven, and a very great deal
of this book consists of genecralisations
which immediately remind us of the great
weight of evidence on the opposite side.

AD.F.
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THE WALLS OF PREJUDICE ~

than as a response fo social situations,
defined by considerations of social staius
and tinted by our history as an imperial
power. When custom fails and people
are in doubt as to the correct course of
behaviour, the determined leader can
achieve a great deal for tolerance or in-
tolerance. He can create the conviction
. in others that it is wrong to be influeced
by considerations of colour. whereas if he
hesitates and starts sounding others” opin-
jons he will almost inevitably permit the
Jeast liberal to call the tune.”™

But who then is to call the tune?

“Ulumately it is for the government
to define this kind of position” says
Dr. Little, and even Father Huddles-
ton says, “The lead must come from
the top—and that means the Govern-
ment”. But it is hard to see what
kind of government action they have
in mind, and what advantage it can
have. To the deeply prejudiced
people interviewed by John Beavan,
who told him that the West London
magistrate was President of the
Negro League of London, a belief
that he found to be “general but un-
true,” or the man who told him that
“The rozzers always stick up for the
bosses”, leaving him to guess how
the West Indians could possibly be
identified with the bosses, it iS ob-
vious that any action by the govern-
ment would simply confirm their
feelings that a gigantic comnspiracy
surrounded them. To the people
whose prejudice is conditioned by
what they think their neighbours
think, government action would be
less important than the social climate
of their street.

Face-to-face

The lead must come, if it is to
come at all, not from the top, but
from the bottom: at the face-to-face
personal level. When Basil Kift ran
his discussion in West Bromwich on
the theme White Mar and Coloured
Neighbour almost every coloured
participant asked for the opportunity
for personal contact between black
and white, and it was generally
agreed that one of the chief barriers
to understanding was the tendency
to lump people—whether coloured
or white—into groups based on
stereotypes. (The stereotypes which
are applied to the coloured people of
Notting Hill are not really worth dis-
cussing because they are the almost
universal ingroup stereotype of the
outgroup. The outgroup is dirty,
wants to make money without
working, is endowed with a special
sexual prowess, and lives only for
pleasure. It used to be said in the
same area of the Irish, who have
now been ‘upgraded’ just as the
Negroes have been ‘upgraded’ in
~ew York, with the arrival of the
Puetio Ricans. The same stereotype
has been used in this country for the
Jews, the Poles and the Italians; no
doubt it was the opinion held on one
side of those walls in Oxford about
the other. Its nature leads to the
view that we attribute to the out-
group our own secret and guilty
wishes.)

One thing that American ex-
perience teaches us is that propa-
ganda has little or no effect. You
can’t sell wlerance like a soap pow-
der. Moral persuasion is out 100.
As an American manual puts it “The
brotherhood and do-good themes
should be avoided. Most people

abhor being uplifted.” And John
Rosselll observes that
“In some conversations in  Notting

Hill one can sense a desperate desire 10
be treated as a human being, not as a
unit in a group, fit 1o be picked. hated,
helped, or reformed.”

One of the voluntary workers
drawn to the arca by last year’s
revelations said to him “We concen-
trated far too much on making the
coloured people welcome. It was
really on the level of “we absolutely
love lepers’.” Certainly in stressing
that the only eflective work in curing
inter-group tensions is on the level
of individuals and face-to-face
groups, we have to emphasise that

patronising attempts from outside to
“bring the races together” for social

activities are likely to be as ineffec-
tual as propaganda.

“Experience has shown that the most
effective way of changing attitudes and
behaviour is not exhortation from a plat-
form. Worse still is a condemning atti-
tude which creates an undue feeling of
guilt in the prejudiced person. This will
tend, as likely as not, to intensify his
dislike of the person or group in ques-
tion. Rather, it is necessary to involve
the individual in some active process in
which hjs emotive as well as his cognitive
faculties are enlisted. Attitudes are most
easily changed when a group of people
who are fairly closely identified with each
other are influenced together. Each in-
dividual supports and reinforces the
other. If Jong-held prejudices are to be
altered, this will only occur when the
pressure of primary group and public
opinion is in favour of the change.™s

Working together on a common
undertaking is one of the few effec-
tive ways of overcoming prejudice.
It was noted in a study of the colour-
ed worker in The Times that “In
Britain the coloured man’s afflictions
are domestic and social. So far no
one has molested him at work, what-
ever might happen to him on the way
home or later in the evening”. The
relatively good relations on London
Transport are an example of this.
The task is to carry over these good
functional relations into social life.
This is where the project to make an
adventure playground in Notting Hill
will be useful, and where activities
like a group for carrying out hous-
Ing repairs or conversions, may have
an effect on the individual over and
above the useful results. When he
does something he becomes some-
thing.

A useful technique from America
is the “neighbourhood festival”
which functions “as an ice-breaker,
and accelerates the process of ac-
quaintance in a community where
formerly only barriers may have ex-
isted”. This is being applied in Not-
ting Hill in the July Goodwill Week.

To people who are accustomed to
thinking in terms of large-scale
action, these small-scale techniques

Continoer
from p. 2

on the personal level must seem piti-
fully inadequale. And they are in-
adequate: their only advantage is
that they are known to work. And
there is no evidence that techniques
that do not operate on the personal
face-to-face level are more success-
ful. Anyone is free to try out other
techniques, methods of influcncing
group decision, bold and exciting
techniques involving psychodramas,
the inducement of catharsis and of
laughter, and the less exciting but
necessary resolution of the individual
to combat prejudice when he en-
counters it instead of maintaining a
polite silence.

Experience shows that the atti-
tudes of key individuals or “gate-
keepers” in a street or neighbour-
hood is of great importance, and
much more eflective than the good
intentions of outsiders. Fortunately
the district that lies between Pad-
dington, Holland Park and Shep-
herd’s Bush is an immensely mixed
neighbourhood where, only a street
away from each other you can find
the very rich and the very poor, the
illiterate and the highly educated.
There arc enough people with every
conceivable background and ex-
perience in the area to make cnor-
mous changes from within, if only
they would think it worth their
while. Nothing is more striking in
the studies of prejudiced personalities
than the fact that they are lonely,
that they fear the future, that their
social contacts are poor in quality
and few in number, that they are
unable to approach individuals as
individuals. The unprejudiced, by
discovering their neighbours, can
help to liberate them, and may even
release the springs of energy and
aspiration for social change which
prejudice has imprisoned.

C.W.

1A. H. Richmond: Colour Prejudice in
Britain (1954).

2J, - Robb: Working-Class Anti-semite
(1954).

3G. W. Allport: The Nature of Prejudice
(1958).

4The Listener 3/4/58.

SRichmond op. cit.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
THE FORGOTTEN REFUGEE

The Editor,
FREEDOM.
DgAR SIR,

We want (o call the attention ol your
readers 10 the FORGOTTEN REFU-
GEES. A terrible silence surrounds
them: there is ncver a mention of their
continued plight. their right to be in-
cluded in immigration proposals as dis-
placed persons. People do not know that
they are still alive and, in justice, should
be among the first to be helped. I am
referring to the Spaniards who fought
through three terrible Civil War years
to defend their Republic against Franco
and the fascists, who fled to France and
lived through five years of concentration
camps, deportation, Nazi labour battal-
jons, and have survived since then on
the barest minimum income (often as
little as $10 a month).

During World Refugee Year which
starts July 1Ist, we hope that this silence
will be broken. There are some 115,000
Spanish Republicans living in France
and among these there are 4.000 over the
age of 65, 3,000 chronically ill, 3,500
survivors of German concentration
camps and 5,000 disabled in World War
1I.

SpaNISH REFUGEE A1D AT 80 EasT 1lth
STREET, NEw YORK 3, N.Y.. was set up
in April 1953, with Pablo Casals and
General Lazaro Cardenas as Honorary
Chairmen, to help these refugees. It has
just completed its sixth year and has col-
lected $256,000 in cash and clothing for
these forgotten heroes and heroines of

British Weapons for
South Africa

Last week, as a sign of things to come,
South African police were inspecting
their newest equipment—=89 British-made
Saracen armoured cars, each armed with
two machine guns, that will be distribu-
ted to local outfits all over the Union.
Their primary purpose, declared the
Minister of Justice, will be “to deal with
disturbances.”

Time, 1/6/59,

SLOUGH

Ernie Crosswell would like to meet
Anarchists and Libertarians living in
the Slough area. Please write or call:
31, Frenchum Gardens, Cippenham,
Slough, Bucks.

I WAS attending a2 London police court
to morally support a friend of mine.

As it happened, his appearance was post-

poned, but I had a fairly interesting time.

The usual ebb and flow of the court
is routine stuff and the forensic cut and
thrust and the human interest sob-story
is very rare.

Mornings at Bow Street are a layer of
prostitutes, a wedge of ‘drunk and dis-
orderlies’ and a scattering of street
bookies. This must be the usual grist in
the mills of the law which, in these cases,
grinds very quickly, like a conveyor belt.

However, | was not in court until Jater
on this occasion and what scemed to be
going on was a pre-Whitsun tidy-up.
Cases came up {fom remand and for bail.
People who didn’t look worth twopence
(in assets) calmly went bail for £200
and the magisirale accepted it. One is
reminded of Shaw’s reply to the stock
“Are you worth £1,000?” “Well . . . I
huve that much money™ . . .

Amongst the cases which it seemed
were ready 1o be cleaned up was a scem-
ingly simple one of a housewife accused
of stealing fifty cigarettes from a self-
service slore,

In cuse you haven't been around lately,
self-service stores are the shop proprie-
tors’ answer 1o the shortage of shop-
assistunts.  They are u development of
the cafeteria system applied (o shophing.
The proprictors claim that they tend to
send up sales since ‘consumer resistance’
is lowered by removal of the burrier of

the counter and the intermedwary of the
assislant.  Also thes creases impulse-
buying, hmits consumer's choice, and
forces purchase in quantity pre-defer-
mined by the proprictor.

Additionally, this marketing system
tends 1o increase the amount of thefts
from such stores for, although the cus-
tomer 1s supervised throughout the tour
of the shop, wire baskets are provided
for goods and exit is enly possible pusl
the cash-register, it is impossible to safe-
guard apainst every eventuality, since this
would nccessitate employing as nany
supervisors as there were previously,
assistants! -

elf—-Service

This housewife was accused of having
secured a bill for purchases in the morn-
ing and when questioned it was alleged
she had produced this to account for the
cigarettes which were discovered in her
bag.

The prosecution’s case was heard first
and things looked very watertight. The
main witness was a female store-detec-
tive who, in a birdlike way, seemed very
alert. True, she deviated from the
evidence-giving routine once when she
said that the customer “took” her pur-
chases instead of saying “selected” them
which seems to be the supermarket’s ot
juste. The counsel for the defence rose
to ask his questions.

“How far away were you from the de-
fendant?”—"Just behind her.”

“How could you see her taking the
cigarettes if you were behind her?”—

“] saw one hand go out to the shelf
and take the cigarettes and the other

Deficit !

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
WEEK 23
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hand putting the package in the hold-all
she had at her side.”

“You said when she got outside you
caught up with her two shops away and
told her you thought she had some goods
she hadn’t paid for. How fast was she
walking?"—"At an ordinary pace.”

“Just now, you said when she was in
the store you were ‘just behind her’, how
could she get as far ahead in that short
time?"—*1 waited.”

“Why?"—"I waited to see if she was
coming back.”

“Coming back?”—*Yes,
have made a mistake.”

“How long have you been employed
as a store detective?” (She lowered her
voice. All through this cross-questioning
she had been getting more and more em-
barrassed)-—"Ten days.”

“And what were you before?”—She
mumbled—*“A packer.”

The defending counsel sat down.

The prosecuting counsel stood up and
fought a small rearguard action but he
could not recover the lost ground.

The magistrate intervened.

“How many packels of cigarettes were
in stock?”

The prosecuting counsel made a sortie
into his papers, and whispered to his
clerk before replying.

“It is not a practice in sell-service
stores to lake stock Lrequently.”

“In this case it has been alleged that
the defendant took {ilty cigarettes. Some-
body must have put them there, must
have known how many were there, and

she might

how many there were after the defendant

left.”
The  prosecuting
through more papers.
“[ am sorry sir,” he said humbly.

counsel

of this type.”
The magistrate spokc
and then to the court.

to his

“In that casc ! shall have to adjourn
The counsel
The prisoner was escorted from
the dock back into custody, it is pre:

the hearing till next week.”
bhowed,

sumed, J.R.

looked

“It
is not possible to take stock in a store

clerk

FRE

our time. Bur this was not
cnough 10 help the thousands
sick and disabled vercrans of (h
fight against fascism. They neel
deserve your attention. Please
hear from you.

New York, May 15,

Direct Acti

Committee .
L A
The Editor,
FREEDOM. _ -'.,
DEAR Sig, ,!_"1"
The Direct Action Committee Pk
Seven Sisters Road, London, N o

planning two anti-rocket-base su
campaigns, and would like to he
soon as possible from anyone wh
take part in them. Both campaly
scheduled to start on Salurday.
13th, and will continue for abo
months. Missile sites will be pig

residents in the area canvassed, m f

held, and trade unions contacted: g ‘

possible that non-violent action 1l * .l'
.

some stage be taken at one of the

One campaign will be in Suffs
will be focussed on the rocket bas
built at Rattlesden (near Slowml
and the bomb storage depot undé
struction at Sutton Heath (nege
bridge).

The other campaign will be
Peterborough-Northampton area.
be focussed on five secret Thor
sites going up, or about to go ®
North Luffenham (near Stamford)y
rington (near Kettering), Langtolt
Market Deeping), Great Dalby
Melton Mowbray), and Polebrook
Peterborough). Rocket bases (not
sites, but possibly control centn
them) are also being built in the af
Woolfax (beside the Great North
just North of Stamford), and at Fa
ham (near Sleaford, Lincs.).

As many volunteers as possible W
needed to make these campaigns @
cess. The Committee would alsd
come donations towards the coS
planning this action.

Yours faithfully,

MICHAEL RANDLE}

(Chair

APRIL CARTER,

(Secrei

PAT ARROWSMITH,

(Field Organi

London, June 3.

MEETINGS AN
ANNOUNCEMENT

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP

Reguiar Sunday meetings now held at
“*Marquis of Granby” Public House,
Rathbone Street (cormer of Percy Street,
Rathbone Placc and Charlotte Street),
7.30 p.m.

JUNE 14, —To be arranged.

JUNE 21.—Jack Robinson on 4
“IS SPORT THE OPIATE OF THE '
PEQOPLE?”

JUNE 28.—Philip Holgate
Subject to be announced.

CLEVELAND LIBERTARIAN
LEAGUE GROUP
Monthly discussion meetings are held
on the last Friday of each month at
8 o'clock at 3705 West Park Road,
Cleveland (near Lorain-Triskett).
Anyone interested is invited.

THE YOUNGSTOWN
LIBERTARIANS
A Picnic, July 4th, at 1 p.m.
Frank Marino's Farm,
3825 Lauterman Road,
Youngstown, Ohio.
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