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ANARCHIST WEEKLY

“ ... Let God and man decree

Laws for themselves, and not
for me; And if my svays are got
as theirs, Let them mind their
own affairs.

—A. E. HOUSMAN
Last Poems
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Threepence

500 Building

N EXT week the Queen is to visit

Stevenage New Town to officially
@pen o new shopping centre which
s already been in use for nearly a
Jear,

It is claimed that this terraced
0% N Square, which is for pedestrians
)& Cind we are Sure Her Majesty’s
pecch'will be as pedestrian as usual)
S 1he lateest shopping centre of its
find ‘in Europe. The tradesmen
ierc are doing well, both from the
Esidents of the new town itself
postly refugess from London) and
bm the pzople in the surrounding
feas—over a quarter of a million
fithin a radius of ten miles.

p The arraction Stevenage holds for
Boppers from its environs lies in the
ftaple provision of parking space—
nlike older towns such as Luton or
Albans which have just grown
found old market places—and the
swn planners have gvery reason to
=] that their planning is as com-
hercially successful as they could
ive hoped.
Eacouraging Response
Whather thz nsw towns are as
jally successful is another matter.
£ an sociality, can community, be
anned?
Onez thing, howsver, dogs seam to
pave cmearged in the case of Steven-
j==-  Perhaps bezcause its residznts
gr= proud of their environment, they
Bon'[ sezm ro want to have it des-
Rroyed. Perhaps because they are
1oz whole youngish pzople with
their lives before them, they don’t
want 1o die. Perhaps because they
-arz the sort of people who have
pulizd up their roots from the grimy
" areas of old towns to find cleaner air

and space for their kids they are
more concerned about the future
than those who apathetically stay
puL.

Perhaps a lot of things—but the
fact is that the Direct Action Com-
mitiee against Nuclear War bas

WHERE (SOME OF)
YOUR MONEY GOES

The tax-frec expenses allowance of
Briwain's highsst-paid  diplomat, Sir
Harold Caccia, Ambassador in Washing-
ton, is 10 go up by £65 10 £651 a week
= in the coming financial year.

Foreign service estimates published 10-
day show that Sir Harold's anoual allow-
ance will in future be £33,880—= rise of
£3,410. His salary remaios at £6,000 a
year.

Britain’s towal diplomatic expenditure
in the U.S.A. will increase by £117,950
L 10 1,521,860,

Runner-Up

And there is an increase of £37 a week
for another ambassador—Sir Christopher
Steel in Bonn. This will bring his
weekly expenses allowance to £222—
£11,600 a year. His salary, 100, is £6,000.

Sir Christopher also joins the privileged

~ group of envoys, headed by Sir Gladwyn

Jeb in Paris, whose fuel, electrcity andg)

water bills are met by the taxpayer.

Sic Gladwyn's salary and aliowances
are unchanged—£6,000 a yecar plus
£23,975. He 1s runner up to Sir Harold
Caccia.

Total diplomatic expenditure in France
does rise, however — by £17,690 10
£434.680.

Third highest-paid diplomat is Sir
Pierson Dixon at the U.N., New York.
He has £6,000 plus £14,685.

Fourth is Sir Ashley Clarke, ambassador
in Rome: £6,000 plus £11,875.

Evening Standard, 243739,
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Workers Stage Token Strike Against the Bomb

found encouraging support from the
people of Stevenage for its campaign
against the missile industry in the
town.

Encouraging, that is, within the
town’s industrial context. About
half the workers in Stevenage work
in the two missile-producing factor-
ies of De Havilland Propellors and
English Electric, and a large propor-
tion of the other indugtries supply
these two factories. The economy
of the town therefore revolves
around the preparation for nuclear
War,

War Work Spells Security

In these circumstances one would
not expect too much sympathy for a
wcampaign urging interference with
this work, this prosperity—for gov-
ernment work, war work, spells
security, while a switch to peaceful
production places employment at the
mercy of a fickle consumer market.

In view of this, the organisers
have been encouraged by the re-
sponse to their two letters, which
are the basis of a door-to-door can-
vass. One calls upon the Develop-
ment Corporation for alternative
constructive and peaceful industry
to be brought into Stevenage.

Many canvassers report that one
in two residents are signing this
letter while support is surprising for
the second letter calling for a finan-
cial pledge to help any workers who
may decide to leave the missile fac-
1ories on conscience grounds.

By Tuesday of last week well over
400 inhabitants had signed the first
leaflet, and over 30 had pledged con-
tributions.

Even more encouraging (and
much more to the credit of Steven-
age than whatever the Queen is
going to say) has been.the response

of building workers to the Com-
mittee’s appeal for a token strike
against further construction on mis-
sile factories. On Friday, April 10th
this strike actually took place and
some of the strikers marched into
the town centre to attend a protest
meeting.

Qur comrade J.W.P., of the
Amalgamated Society of Wood-
workers, took an active part in
organising this strike, attending
every building site meeting and act-
ing as a liaison between the Direct
Action Committee organiser, Pat
Arrowsmith, and the unions in
Stevenage.

500 Stop Work

J.W.P. reports on the voting for
a strike at four contractors’ sites and
on the actual strike and march :

IRIGHT TACTICS AT STEVENAGE

Carlton Contractors:

In favour of token strike against
bomb 58, against 49; abstentions 11.

Marriot’s Contractors: In favour
63; Against 51; Abstentions 16.

Neal’s Contractors: In favour 24;
Against 3.

Minns Contractors: 1n favour 20;
Against 10.

All of these building sites are well
organised and have their own stew-
ards and Federation Stewards.

Building workers also downed
tools at Datchworth (6 miles away)
and Hitchin (5 miles). These mem-
bers of Amalgamated Union of
Building Workers’ and Amalgama-
ted Society of Woodworkers’
branches of Stevenage supported the
appeal and made their way along
to the town centre. 60 men gathered
together about 1} miles from the

SKITZ

You are accused af assaulting a police officer in the course of his duty and
of causing grievous bodily harm by violently thrusting your clenched face
against his fist raised in self-defence.’

Town Centre and marched in, whilst
many made their own way by car
and cycle. As the men from Neal’s
Contractors work at the Town Cen-
tre they took no part in the actual
march. A heavy sweeping shower
hit the column as it started marching.
this depleted the ranks by about 10.
Many of the men at Carlion’s Con-
tractors who voted for the strike
travel in from London. These men
had arranged for their comrades to
collect them at the Town Centre
after the meeting, but unfortunately,
Carlton’s Agent cancelled these
arrangements, this prevented the
men from attending the meeting.

Altogether about 120 men actually
attended the meeting. The number
of men who downed tools from all
the sites was approx. 500. A general
appeal had been made to all trade
unionists in the town to support the
token stoppage. Only building
workers came out. The rest of the
town’s industry is poorly organised.
The Amalgamated Engineering
Union No. 2 branch did agree 10
have a speaker from Direct Action.
but when he arrived to speak, the
members voted against listening.
The N.U.F.T.O. branch listened to
Pat Arrowsmith and two resolutions
were put to the floor in support by
the chairman himself! He couldn’t
get a seconder.

It will be seen from this that whilz
the building workers showed majori-
ties in favour, workers in the missils
factories—the engineering workers—
would not react favourably at all.
The economic argument stifles their
social consciences, presumably. This
may be countered in future as other
industry comes to the town—and it
is coming, for a variety of smallar
firms are building extensions (in
some beyond the sites they had
originally reserved for expansion)
and new factories are going up. The
availability of other work should
make it easier for engineering work-
ers to refuse to work in the missile
factories.

The Separate University Education Bill
S. Africa ‘Will not be Diverted’

CAPETOWN, APRIL 8.

The South African Minister of Educa-
tion, Mr. J. Serfonlein, moviag the
second reading of the Separate University
Education Bill, told Parliament to-day
that the Government would not be diver-
ed from its gourse by anyome in the
world.—British United Press.

...BUT ISOLATED
CAFEAOWN, AFRIL 12.

On the orders of the President of
Brazil, a soccer match arranged between
a Brazilian team—from which four
coloured players had been dropped—and
a local team was cancelled yesterday,
thus cmpbasising South Africa’s increas-
ing isolation in the sphere of internat-
iona] sport.

The Brazilian team, Portuguesa Da
Santos, is 10 play matches in Portuguese
East Africa and, while it was on 1ts way
there by sea wia Capetown, the Portu-
guese promoters offered two gumes to the
South African authoritics, onc at Cape-
own and one¢ at Johannesburg.
According 1o a spokesman of the Cape
Western Football Association, the Portu-
guese  promoters recognised  South
Africa’s Apartheid difliculties and offered
the Brazilian team minus its four non-
White members, who would be flown
from Capetown 10 Lourenco Marques.
The offer was accepted on those condi-
tions and at short notice a match was
organised and widely publicised for
yesterday afternoon in Capetown. Last-
mioute visa difficulties were overcome by
the Union authorities,

But the Brazilian Government then
intervened, and President Kubitschek
cabled an instruction to the team to play
no matches in South Africa.

Mr. H. M. Hosking, president of the
Cape Western Footbal! Association, com-
mented that nothing had been said about
White or mixed teams in arranging the
fixture.
had fielded a mixed team, we wouldn't
have been able 10 meer them.”

The South African Soccer Federation,
representing  all the 40,000 non-white
soccer players in South Africa. sent
President Kubitschek a telegram thank-
ing and congratulaling him “on your
noble Christian stand in calling off the
Capelown match as a protest against the
colour bar in South African sport.”

(Manchester Guardian)

.+ »+ AND CHALLENGED

PRETORIA, APRIL 8.

The Supreme Court here has upheld
appeals by 441 African women against
sentences imposed on them for taking
part in a procession protesting against
the issue of reference (identity) books
to African women. A Johannesburg
magistrate had sentenced each to a fine
of £10 or three weeks’ imprisonment.

Convictions and sentences were set
aside by Mr. Justice W. Dowling, Mr.
Justice J. H. Snymen concurring, on the
grounds that a warning to disperse ziven
by a police officer during the procession
might not have been audible or intel-
ligible to all the women.—Reuzer.

He added: ~Of course, if they

| And Colour-Bar
'~ Nearer Home

| To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian
’ Sit.—I was recently negotiating 10
buy a flat in Highgate Village in Nortn
London. A 99-year lease was offered,
the owner and I had agreed on’ terms,
and all was going smoothly when 1
found a clause In the lease asking me
to promise “not to allow any person or
persons of colour to use, occupy, oOr
frequent the flar.”

As 1 had no intention of allowing
anyone, coloured or not, to “use” (pre-
sumably for business) or “occupy” (pre-
sumably on a sub-letting) the flat, I was
prepared to accept those parts of the
clause, What I could not accepr was
that I should promise not to let coloured
people “frequent” the flat. I asked for
a definition of this word “frequent™ from
the owner’s solicitors but they refused 10
give me one. I could only conclude that
it would have been an infringement of
the lease for me 10 have had African
friends 1o dinner two or three nights a
week or possibly to stay a few nights, [
refused to sign the lease as it stood.
They refused to remove the offending
word.

The property owner has, I am told, a
legal right to impose this sort of con-
dition, but nevertheless it seems inquitous
10 me that when one buys a home one
should have 1o accept conditions about
the circles from which one may and may
not choose one’s friends. And it also
secms 10 be pushing racial discrimination
to absurd lengths 1o suppose that people
may be offended by the visits of colourad
people 10 neighbouring flars.

—Yours &c., AraN HaNkKINSON.

22 Hornsey Lane, London N.6.

Right Tactics

All this, however, is a mater ¢f
tactics. To our point of view, even
though the issue of the H-Bomb nd

of nuclear weapons an¢ ~Yralies is
2 limited one with a n« :gative aim,
these tactics are right i  npasmmuch as
they bring responsibility right down
to the individual and th - us cpen the
door for more positive a  Ims:.

Not only that, but by Zavelyine

organised workers in a suudele the
issue is stepped up from individual
protest to social action, and leads to
the recognition thar people in society
have a right to 2 say in things thar
affect them instead of leaving them
to politicians.

The Direct Acton Committes
against Nuclear War represents the
most constructive and hopeful aspect
of the whole Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament. It is facing up to the
implications of the Campaign far
more honestly than those sections
who are playing politics and are
afraid to upset the Labour Party’s
chances in the coming election.

DID YOU FORGET
THAT SUBSCRIPTION

RENEWAL TO
FREEDOM again?




INTERVIEW WITH HERBERT READ

(This interview between Giovanni
Baldglli and Herbert Read was first
published in Volonta, January 1959).

*

G. BALDELLL: Which have been the
strongest influences in leading you 1o
embrace anarchism?

H. READ: In my case they were ex-
clusively literary ones; William
Morris, Edward Carpenter, Peter
Kropotkin and Max Stirner.

You seem 1o have been successful
in happily reconciling social success
with the open profession of anarch-
ism. Could you briefly tell me about
the difficulties you have encountered,
and explain how you have overcome
them?

This question raises a problem
which anarchists have never dis-
cussed adequately, and that is the
exact relationship between thought
and action, between existence and
essence.

We must realise that a complete
contradiction exists between our
ideals and the “situation” (historical,
economic or social) in which we find
ourselves. Here lies the problem—
how are we to act in such a situa-
tion?

If we maintain that in every
situation our actions must be consis-
tent with our thinking, then we must
follow the example of St. Francis of
Assisi, or that of the Doukhobours;
that is, we must renounce society as
it is, with its material comforts, its
political security, and the cultural
pleasures which it provides and go
away to some ideal paradise (if we
can find one) to live a life fully con-
sistent with anarchist principles.
That is what Thoreau did, and I
admire him for his courage. How-
ever, Thoreau's experiment was not
a success, because in the end he had

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
OPEN DAILY

{Oper 10 6.m.—4.30 p.m., 5 p.m. Sats:)

New Books . . .
All in a Lifetime Walter Allen 15/-
The Shook-Up Generation
Harrison Salisbury 18/-

Notes of a Film Director
Sergei Eisenstein 18/-

It All Started with Marx
R. Armour 12/6
Sexual Behaviour in the Human
Female A. C. Kinsey 56/-

Reprints and
Cheap Editions . . .
Prose and Poems Boris Pasternak

Trooper Peter Halket
Olive Schreiner

&/-
3/-

to return 1o the society which he had
renounced. Let us assume however,
that like Thoreau and the Doukho-
bours we renounce the society into
which we were born. Can you tell
me what benefits it would bring?

Our renunciation of the estab-
lished social system would not
change that system at all, and only
a handful of eccentrics would follow
us to our ideal retreat. No-one
would admire us for our Quixotism,
nor would anyone be deeply influen-
ced. People would say we were
“wrong in the head” and nobody
would bother about us.

We must therefore “do”™ as others
do, and not let ourselves be led by
vanity or by a mistaken notion of
moral coherence. We must find a
place in the structure of existing
society, take part in its activities and
achieve functional unity in it so as
to be able to affirm our ideal aims
from that realistic position.

Such a point of view is anti-heroic.
When, in Bert Brecht’s drama of
Galileo, the accuser cries to the
famous scientist “Your hands are
dirty”, Galileo replies: “Better dirty
than empty.” Galileo would have
been able to remain faithful to his
principles and perish at the stake.
He preferred to live because he knew
that he still had an important con-
tribution to make to science. He
understood that ideas are more im-
portant than actions.

1 have no intention at all of equat-
ing myself with Galileo. So far no
government has threatened to send
me to the stake, or even to prison.
On the contrary, I have been allow-
ed to develop my anarchist princi-
ples in a society in which I count as
a functional unity. 1 believe that in
that way I have influenced a greater
number of people towards anarch-
ism than if I had taken on the way
of social rejection.

Do you think that there is in
modern art anything which is more
or less a reflection, or a prophecy of
the breaking up of the traditional
values of western civilisation; and if
you do, could you indicate some-
thing in this art which has a positive
significance for anarchists?

There is undoubtedly a direct rela-
tionship between the growth of
modern art and the collapse in ruins
of the traditional values of our
civilisation. Art has in fact been
one of the principal agents of

destruction of these values. We must
not however confuse the existential
situation with the aesthetic essence.
Aesthetic values are eternal and uni-
versal.  Anarchists must acclaim
modern art with open arms because
it is an art of social protest. The
artist, such as Picasso for instance,
is a political being, constantly con-
scious of what is going on in the
world, and cannot fail to be influ-
enced by it. Painting is an instru-
ment of struggle. So also is poetry.
My poems, if you like, are my acts
of anarchism; and they are much
more effeclive than bombs.

What, to your mind, are the signs
and tendencies in the world of today
which seem to indicate an improve-
ment in the possibilities of anarch-
ism?

Only the propagation of anarchist
ideas can increase the possibilities of
anarchism. There are great numbers
of people just now who are anar-
chists without knowing it. There
are millions and millions of people
without any illusions at all about the
State and everything that the State
represents. One by one these people
are beginning to call themselves
anarchists.

Which thinkers, in your opinion,
have contributed most towards rein-
forcing the anarchist point of view
during the last forty years?

Gandhi, Camillo Berneri, Fried-
erich Georg Jiinger, Silone, Albert
Camus, Vinoba and Pasternak.

What kind of activities do you
think that anarchists of today should
preferably cultivate, so as to best
promote their ideals?

A great deal of thought and re-
scarch is necessary to bring anarchist
ideals truly “up to date”. Anthro-
pology, social psychology, com-
munitarian experiences in various
parts of the world, the rotten bank-
ruptcy of .totalitarian systems of
government, are all material waiting
to be proved in the light of anarchist
principles. We -also need literary
works in which imagination plays a
part (drama novels and short
stories), works which illuminate the
values sustaining the libertarian con-
ception of life in a spirit of human-
ity, but not of propaganda. The
field here is rich, but we lack the
artists and thinkers capable of work-
ing in it

Frank Lioyd Wrigh¢ = o005

Perhaps too, they were the inevitable
accompaniments of his pioncering and
innovating role. That same Larkin build-
ing was the first air-conditioned buiiding,
the first to incorporate magnesitc as a
building material, the first to use all-
metal office furniture and metal-bound
plate glass doors. His famous Imperial
_Holel in Tokio was almost the only buid-
IRE to survive the earthquake because it
was designed on the ‘nonsensical’ prin-
ciple of yielding to the carth tremors
instead of rcsisting them. And how
beautiful the best of his houses are, and
how well-learnt the lesson of Japanese
architecture—the elimination of the
superfluous. Apart from his structural
and technical innovations, his more im-
portant contributions are in domestic
design—his feeling for space, for place
and for materials; the informal open plan
of his prairiec houses, the merging of
house and garden, the fecling that a
building should grow out of its surround-
ings to mect, in Thoreau’s phrase, “‘the
expectation of the land”, and the impor-
tance he placed on the inherent character
and texture of his materials, timber,
stone, brick, glass, steel and concrete. It
is a pity that he only once had the
opportunity to build a school, the Hiil-
side Home School Il of 1902, where he
applied the free-flowing open plan to
school architecture for the first time.

*

LV/7RIGHT was of course, faced with

V¥ ihe same paradox as William
Morris: he could build only for the rich,
and his one working-class housing block,
dating from the beginning of the century,
is grim, far below the standard of the
London County Council’s work of that
period. Lewis Mumford comments on
this aspect of Wright:

“When he approached the problem of
urban building, he does so contemptuous-
ly, and instead of inventing nmew forms
he lowers his sights to the real-estate
operator’s level. One of Wright’s un-
built projects (Lexington Terrace, Chica-
go, 1909) would have created what one
can only describe as an urban ghetto of
back-to-back apartment houses, and his
1940 plan for the Crystal Heights apart-
ments in Washington would have pro-
duced just anather collective barracks,
indistinguishable in the large from other
monstrous urban agglomerations.”

In fact Wright was not an urban archi-
tect. His buildings have to be seen in
isolation. They could never successfully
form part of a street. His architectural
utopta Broadacre City is not a city at
all, but a plan for dispersal, for decen-
tralisation by abandoning the centre.
All he has to say about the city is Clear
Out.

The ijdea of Broadacre City which
Wright set out in his book The Disap-
pearing City in 1929, the year of the
Wall Street crash, is a completely dis-
persed society made possible by electricity
and the automobile, permitting everyone

to have an acre of |and for subsisté
cultivation, while decentratised indust
arc scattered amongst smal] farms, Si
lar ideas are put over more persuasiv
in Kropotkin's Fields,
Workshops, in Gutkind's Tje Expan
Environnent and in the works of Ra
Borsodi, than in Wright's rather breg
less prose-poems.
of his utopia is of course being buil
America to-day—the ranch-style hou
scaltered in a universal suburbia cO
nected by super-highways 1o the outs
town supermarkel. The reality is p
bably less intoxicating than the drea

consin and Arizona, Wright never reg
thought about the planning problems
densely populated countries.
1950 visit to London he was manwuvg
in front of the big wall map of Lond
at County Hall.
head.
What a Morass!”

democrat in the sense in which Whium
used
other
writers [ike Emerson and Thoreau, He
George and his followers, and Kropotk
whose lectures in Chicago he attended
1901.
Wright's allegiances,

Present with its emphasis on the effici
communal life rather than on the %
cism or art of a medieval abbey, to W
Whitman and Ruskin for their adora
of nature, to Shelley or Samuel Buf
or Kropotkin for their personal revol
the cause of freedom, and to Morris
Lethaby for their aesthetic socialism 2
honest craftsmanship.”

a coherent solution of the planning pr@
lems of a decentralised society. he
least grasped the necessity for decentra
sation and realised the obsolescence
the big city in its present form. AsH
person he was the last of the big op
mistic American
nineteenth century; as an architect he
the first of the great innovators of M
twentieth.

tant Commissioner of Prisons, to
day told a Mombasa coroner inquir
ing into the deaths of eleven “hard
core” Mau Mau detainees at Hola
detention camp on March 3 that
there was no intention of covering
up events there.

Kenya police pathologist that his
impression from post-mortem exam-
ination was that “a general beating--
up” had taken place.

Child's World Phyllis Hostler

Second-Hand . . .
Soldier to Civilian
George ¥. Pratt
Journey {o the End of Night
Leuie-Ferdinand Calice
J. C. Powyt
Player Piano Furt Yonnequt
The Bell fris Murdech
Economics {or the Exesperated
Gordon Ratirey Teglor
' The Colour Curtain
Richard Wright
Clarenca Doy

2/6

3/

5/-
4/
b/-
8/-

4/-
3/-
2/8
a/-
3/-

2/6

Porius

Life with Fathsr
Visionaries Jormes Huneker
Roman Holiday Upton Sinclair
The Bitter Orange-Trae
Panait lstrati
The Pre-Raphoelite Dream
William Gaunt
Commonsense and the Child
Ethel Mannin
Open the Door  Qsbert Sitwell
The War of Stesl snd Gold
H. N. Brailford
What We Put in Prison
G. W. Peilthorpe
The Cost of English Morals
Janst Chence
Alfred Perlés

4/-
2/6

/-
/6

/6

Alien Corn 3/-

Periodicals . . .

Africa South. April-June
University Libsrtarian, No. 8

4/-
1/-

o cen supply ANY book required,
uding text-books. Plesss supply pub-
or's name if possible, but it not. we

t. Scarce and oul-of-prist
arched f{or — and lroquentl.y

-Posuge free on all items
Obtainable from

D LION STREET,

THE following reflections have been
* prompted by some experiences of
communaj lfe,

One does not need to be an architect
10 realise that the way we live is to a
large extent conditioned by the kind of
houses we live in. And the kind of
houses we live in is a product of the
form of our sucicty. A crcle of cause
and cffect.

The sverage house is built to be n-
habited by one funnly. Tius fumily is
capected 0 foim & scpurute umit. I
more than vne famly sticmpt o share
the house, withoul making any struc-
tural alwrauons beforchand, they find
theiselver up  against & pumber of
probletns,

Although the days of scrvants gic over,
the modero house is still condnioned by
the servant mentality. The Kitchen iy
still & relatively huiuble room, always at
the back of the house, sialler than the
front rvoms, smaller sometimes than the
bedrooms.  ‘The reason is that designers
stll think 10 terms of inferior beings
slaving away in the back regions, amid
clouds of steam, l.hclr cmployers

bask ut he rooms 10 the
front, or was, repeated
even in onsttucted for
tho w itchens are,

Of course many houses, perhaps the
majority, still inhabited today, were built
before the servant era came to an end.
But the old pattern still seems to be
repeated.

So the kitchen, which often is, as it
should be, the centre of the house, is
relegated to the back. The house is built
as if it had no centre at all. (The hall
is & place where you hang your hat. It
100 s utlerly vasuitable 10 be the centre
of anything, und Js olten as poky and
meonvenient o the kitchen, or more so).
‘The varivus rooms open ol landings and
passages, Thouse rooms wihich are least
used wie the most honoured.  Bedrooms
ato oflen extremely  Jurge.  Sametinies
they bave two lurge windows, or muore,
they let 1 a Jot of light sod airv, yet these
1oune e unoceupicd  during most of
tho day.

I do not think it iy far-fetched w suy
that this arrangement rellects the ten-
dency n socicty 1o isolate the individual,
It 15 impossible for a community, com-
prising scveral funmlics, to live conven-
iently in such s house. What gencrally
bappens is that everyone tends to con-
gregate in the kitchen, which becomes
overcrowded.

It seems 10 me that o free society
would do things dilterently, What s
needed is o combinution of group life
and privacy, neither excluding the other.
Dur whole concept of house design necds
be revised. To begin with, a house

The Community House

should not have a “front” and a “back”.
This smacks of snobbery and false pride.
A house is a unit in iuself, like a ship,
or an aeroplane for that mauer. From
whatever direction you look at a ship or
an aeroplane it is equally beautiful and
graceful, It has to be, otherwise it
would not function. A house should
fook cqually auractive from whatever
direction you approach it. 1t is supposed
10 be a shelter and a reluge, not a means
of impressing visitors.

The largest room in the house should
ba the one most v use, 1t should be a
sort of combined Kitchen, dinng-room
atd  living-room. 10 should have the
most light and air,  The other rooms
should be smaller.  There is no sense
having vast bedrooms, which are barely
vistied durmg the day.  In many houses
tho alloting of space is quitc mad, and
with a more reasonable arrangement one
could fit in (wice the number of people,
without overcrowding.

1 am not here contempluting any revo-

lutionary changes of shape, glass domes,

oblong boxes and whatnot, though many
of these new designs are attractive. How-
ever, the main thing is to give people a
sense of belonging together, not isolated

and in competition with their fetlows.

One could write an article on the heat-
of English
One reason why the kitchen
hecomes overcrowded is the fact that it
1s often the only room which is warm.

ing, or luck ol heating,

houses.

FREED

Fuactories

A kind of carical

Used to the wide open spaces of
During §

Hc put his hand to
“My God”, he said, “my Ge

In his social ideas, Wright was

that overworked word, and
main influences on him We

Robert Furneaux Jordan wrote

“He looks back to Carlyle's- Past @

If Frank Lloyd Wright failed to presel

individualists of #

C.W.

NO COVERING UP
Mr. W. Campbell, Kenya Assis

Evidence has been given by a

Mr. Campbell said he visited the
camp after ten of the men had died.
After his report had been discussed
at Government House, Nairobi, it
was stated that the detainees died
after drinking water. This did not
mean that they died because of
drinking water.

Manchester Guardian, 1/4/59)

No indeed. We may however be
sure that if it transpires that the men
did die from drinking water and not
from being beuten up, then there will
be no covering up of that event.

No doubt in a utopia there would be
central heating in alt the rooms. In pre-
sent conditions expense rules this out.
When a group set up a community there
is not usually much money behind them.
This also handicaps them in dealing with
the other problems mentioned above.
1deally the first thing to do, on taking
over a house for a community, would be
1o tear down the interior walls, as far as
safety would permit, and re-design the
entire layout.

It is important to realise, before
generalising about human nature and its
failings, how much we are creatures of
our cnviropment. A bourgeois house
creates bourgeois attitudes in those who
inhabit it. A house, whose design cen-
tred round a common room where most
of the important business of (he house
was carried on, would produce a differ-
ent feeling about life in general in those
who lived in it,

ARTHUR W, Uroin.
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ARITALISM

=or Survival of the
Richest

INE may doubt whether the age
of long-distance travel in which
live contributes very much to
Bller understanding” between the
Ples of the world (actually we
bt whether there has ever been
P misunderstanding) but it is cer-
. however. that travel is one of
biggest and most lucrative indus-
in the world today. Although
final profits of the shipping com-
fies and air-lines are small in rela-
R 1o other comparable business
rprises (indeed most national air

receive government subsidies,
Pdo not alwavs manage to show
fit a1t the end of the vear), the
ier is huge and 1t is obvious
he actual operation costs of the
es absorb only a part of the
Be. ‘An army of executives,
8, advertising geniuses and
parasites on the industry
nt for the rest. In London
thas only to walk down Regent
. through Lower Regent Street
rafalgar Square (exploring the
Murnings as well), to be aware
prosperity of the industry. In
around the Opera and the
leine it Is the same, as it is of
for every capital city in the
These luxurious, spacious
es. with the fabulous rents
heir comfortable armchairs for
rospective client, their sleek-
ed receptionists (one per client
po waiting) and their expensive
hures, all have to be paid for
pmebody; and that somebody, of
se, is the public. :

cannot refer to concrete
but a pointer to how large
* “gverheads™ are is surely re-
jled by the fact that three of the
Independent Air Companies
seeking permission to operate
jices from this country to the
olonies “ar fares around half the
resens  fourist  levels—in  several
s even below the minimum sea
are’” and still reckon to make a
profit out of it!

According 10 the Observer's
Transport Correspondent (12/4/59)
| The independent operators believe that
they could make a2 profit with the new
cheap services. if they were allowed to
wperate them, becavse they do not have
the heavy overbeads of the nationalised
corporations. They also argue that the
present monopoly posison of the cor-
porations on the cojomal routes makes it
easy for them 1o make aboormally farge
profits with which 1o subsidise fess profit-
[ able routes.

: It is unlikely that the Minister of
Transport will allow the Indepen-
dent Companies 10 operate on these
routes for, under present legislation,
the upplications must be rejected if
the new services would cause a
“‘malerial diversion” of truffic from

BOAC. and BEA. And there

n be no doubt that such would be

he effect.

*

mught seem on the face of it,
n, that fares are high because
3 a monopoly and that “free
ion” among the operato
“ourage Jow fares. Not
thusiasts we are
ed us to whether the

the colonies ure & mono-

these

€ on

L
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be a drop in fares by B.O.A.C., an
increase in air travel to the Colonies
at the expense of the long-establish-
ed shipping lines (but we will come
back to that sore point later), and
encouraged by the demand and this
freedom-of-the-air, more Indepen-
dent airlines would start up services
on these routes. Result? Every
operator would in a short time
realise that to get his share of the
“market” he must spend more
money on advertising, he must find
a niche in Regent Street or in a turn-
ing off it: and because they will all
think of the same gimmick at the
same time, the effect will be to
mutually neutralise their cfforts. The
respective executives then decide to
meet for lunch down the road at
Scotts and whilst expressing their
firm belief in the principle of free
enterprise, decide that fares must be
increased. They may, if they fear
each other sufficiently, agree to a
minimum fare. And when they get
back to their offices the game is re-
sumed from this new minimum level,
More advertising, more prestige
offices, larger and faster airplanes,
lunches and agreement about higher
minimum fares. Perhaps at the
second lunch one or two operators
are missing, casualties of free enter-
prise! Eventually, at the third or
fourth lunch the two or three execu-
tves present will be agreeing that
while retaining their respective iden-
tities (and organisations) they should
share the “market”, ticket holders
being free to travel on either service
- . . And the fares, you can be quite
sure, will be back to normal!

*

HE “free competition” line of
Capitalism is a myth. Genuine
cut-throat competition must invar-
iably lead to monopoly, for what is
the point of competition if in the end
you do not eliminate your rivals?
Under capitalism the idea of “live
and let live” only applies when a
sellers’ market operates and the in-
dustrial or business protagonists
cannot in any case satisfy demand.
But in times of recession no holds
are barred, and where you cannot
squeeze-out your competitors on
price, you seek to buy them out. It’s
a simple question of the survival of
the richest!

In recent months we have seen
this principle at work in Fleet Street.
First the Mirror-Pictorial group (the
white hope of the Labour Party at
the next elections?) beat Odhams
(the former white hope of the L.P.!)
in a take-over bid for Amalgamated
Press as part of the current struggle
for the periodical press (A.P. con-
trols 50 publications). Odhams has
had 1o content itself with gobbling
up Hultons, a mere lilliput com-
pared with A.P. but nevertheless a
serious contender in the field of
children’s magazines . . . SO now
there are only two!

Why did Hulion sell out {quite
profitably, incidentally, as it appears
that he got more than £1 million for
his shares which were quoted on the
Stock Exchange at only £300,000)?
As Francis Williums put in in the
New Sratesinan (21 /3/59):

The group was in a position to pay its
way-=30 long as it could bec assured of
u quiet Iife. What it could not Tace was
the possibility thet 1 s battle between
Odhams and AP it might have 1o defend
the markels it al present cnjoys.

The struggle between these 1wo

rs giants will be interesting to observe

because at this stage the periodicals
market is far from being an expand-
Both contenders have
wn overboard what Francis Wil-
ost aptly describes as “the
itable cargo”. (Apparently
“nothing much short of
circulation 1s now worth

hinkmg-uboul seriously”).  Whal

will happen if and when neither of

he giants can maintain the 2 million

he *onopolisls {
ndependent minimum circulation or when only
one of them fuils? Does one have
a O Wi }! 1z A

ing the conclusions about capitalism
and monopoly?

*

T O return to the subject of mono-

_poly of air travel. We were
saying that perhaps on the Colonial
air  services the  Nationalised
B.O.A.C. has a monopoly. But so
far as services to the rest of the
world are concerned it has not, for
obvious reasons. Yet in spite of (we
v_vquld add “and because of”) compe-
tiion, prices are high (higher if one
bears in mind that most national air-
lines are subsidised indirectly).

The rdle of governments, the in-
terest shown by them in the econo-
mic problems connected with the
development of the different means
of transport are interesting. Only
last week the question of growing
competition to British interests on
the Atlantic sea routes in the next
three years as a result of a new
American, Dutch and French gene-
ration of government-subsidised
liners, coupled with the fact that
last year, for the first time more
people crossed the Atlantic by air
than by boat (1,193,000 as against
958,000) was promised sympathetic
consideration by the Government,
which means that the British tax-
payer will be made to subsidise the
building of two ships to replace the

“Queens” when they become “too
old to compete” with its government
subsidised rivals. We are asked to
believe that other governments sub-
sidise their ships for “prestige
reasons” and that this as a good
reason for this country doing like-
wise. (France is also developing her
H-bombs for ‘*‘prestige” reasons.
Where does one stop doing things
for “prestige”?).

The interest shown by govern-
ments in keeping-up-with-the world’s
Joneses in transport is not as
straight-forward as might appear
“Invisible exports” may be a con-
sideration. But to be considering
subsidising two liners which will cost
more than £20 million each to build
when the N. Atlantic sea traffic is
being forced out of business by air
travel is so unbusinesslike as to be
suspicious!

It is clear that the continuous
(financially uneconomical) develop-
ment of commercial aviation* is

*There is no end to the development of
aircraft as witness the following report
in last week’s Manchester Guardian:
A revolutionary “pick-a-back™ aircraft,
capable of carrying 130 passengers
nearly 8,000 miles without stopping,
and with “reasonable operating costs,”
was described as a possibility for the
future yesterday, when 95 aircraft and
ballistics scientists met at Bristol.

linked to the rdle the airplane hag

played so far in military strategy

and not to competition for markets

or the comfort of, or concern with,

the speed with which passengers will
be whisked from point A to point
B. May not the interest of govern-
ments in the present problems of the
shipping industry have some similar
explanation? In this connection the
editorial comment of the Marnches-
ter Guardian following the Cunard-
Minister of Transport announce-
ments is uninhibited and, to our
minds, to the point:

The argument that this [the North
Atlantic traffic] is the “shop window™ for
British shipping is worth something; but
not all that much. (The possible value
of new liners as troop carriers may weigh
more with the Government—if it is to
have any troops to carry).

*

HE coliusion between govern-
ment and the capitalist class is
understandable. Each in serving his
own narrow interest serves that of
the other.

The people are only the shuttle-
cock in this game of waste and
destruction.

PEOPLE AND IDEAS:

Frank Lloyd Wright

T\TOTH]NG about Frank Lloyd Wright,
g who died last week a few months
short of his ninetieth birthday, was on
a smal] scale. In his architectural prac-
tice, extending over more than seventy
years, he could (and did) claim to have
originated almost all the commonplaces
and clichés of modern architecture.
Wright was born in Wisconsin, the
son of a Unitarian minister, His mother,
a woman of great character, saw Froebel’s
Kindergarten toys displayed at the Cen-
tennial Exposition and immediately re-
solved to go to Boston to learn the
Froebel method and get Froebel's ‘gifts’
for her own children. These materials—
wood blocks, coloured paper for plaiting
and folding—exercised a profound influ-
ence on the shapes and surface patterns
used in Wright’s early work. His own

educational ideas were unorthodox: 'jTo
each child, early in life, I gave a musical
To learn to play it was all

instrument. t
1 asked of their education™.
After studying enginecering at Madison

Wisconsin, he went to work for the
Chicago architect Louis Sullivan, whose
dictum ‘form follows function’ Wright
modified to the notion that form and
Sullivan influ-
enced him in more than architecture;
they would sit through the night with
Edelmann discussing Whitman,
In the
cighteen-nineties he began building the
kind of houses that made him famous—
Long, low, informally-planned structures,
clinging to the earth and following the
In 1909 when the issue, as
he put it, of “freedom versus marital

function are indivisible.

John
Thoreau, Wagner and Lao-Tse.

contours.

3

slavery” had come to a head, he sud-
denly abandoned his wife, his family and
his practice, and left for Europe. and
on his return built the first of those
colonies under the Welsh name Taliesin,
which embodied his idea of how life
should be lived—an extended household
of family, apprentices and admirers,
occupied in music, architecture and
agricultural self-sufficiency.

His life at this time was darkened by
domestic tragedies, matrimonial and legal
tangles, which at one stage landed him in
the County jail, reflecting that a similar
experience would be salutary for “the
good, the obedient and the wary-wise”,
Of his struggle against the restrictions
of social convention, he declared, “I
faced the hazards of chance and objec-
tive ruin inevitably involved with our
society in every inner struggle for free-
dom. I have since learned that objective

Theatre

The Slavery

BRAND, by Henrik IsseN. (Lyric

Hammersmith).

T RAND is an idealist. He happens to

be a priest of God, but as Ibsen
remarked in a letter, he could just as
well have been a politician or a sculptor.
His idealism grows in strength as the
play progresses. To begin with his icy
preaching separates a happy couple of
lovers. He preaches the demands of a
hard, unforgiving God, and is not drawn
aside from his path even when his mother
asks for him to tend her on her death-
bed without asking her to surrender all
her beloved possessions, Temptations
arise which are hard 10 resist. After
having given his life to the work in an
unhealthy fjord parish, he is told by a
doctor that it means iliness and death to
his baby child. Although almost per-
suaded to desert his calling and move
southwards, Brand fighis off the tempta-
tion and the child dies. His wife’s healih
sinks rapidly and her only solace lies in
remembering, but Brand is  “strong”
towards her and forces her 10 give away
the treasuires ol her memories. To real-
iso his work in the parish he has the
old  traditon-haliowed  chuteh  pulled
down, und builds a new one ywice ay by,
bul with wife now dead, and the threat
ol acelamation wod honour oear him,
a voice Truim the past wamms him of the
spiritual danger ol succumbing, and he
renounces his new church, and calls the
pevple 10 follow him inlo the wilderness,
rejecting homes and families (or a life-
long siruggle, the only reward of which
is @ pure and clean will,

After a shunt distance, the followers
twrn aganst HBrand. His encmies, the
local officials, incite feeling against him
by accusations:. “He is not Christian)
Ho retused forgiveness to  his own
muther{ 4must murdered his child,

and his ! He s a ternible char-
te this point, if not before, one

of the Ideal

begins to feel that they are perfectly
right, and that Brand really is a mon-
How surprising it is

strous character,

| struggle for inner freedom is a far desper
' and more serious matter never finished
with on this earth™.

Like other intensely individualistic
architects given to philosophising about
architecture, his actual work often con-
tradicted the principles he laid down.
Wright declared that “Human use and
comfort should not be taxed to pay

that this dramatic poem, written in 1863, ! dividends for any designer’s idiosyn-

was not popular in Victorian England,
where sacrifice of human pleasure in the

pame of duty was widely acclaimed as
virtue.

would themselves never stir from

than heroic virtue.

This was of course one side of
a dilemma over which 1bsen was divided.
In other plays he showed concealed
admiration for the easy-going attitude to
life, and pointed clearly to the destruc-
tion which could be wrought by militant
idealism. Nevertheless, the dilemma re-
mains with us today. Many people who
the
fireside, are mentally captivated by the |
figure of the all-sacrificing missionary or
political leader, and would be shocked
by the idea that enjoyment is worth more
The dilemma c¢ven

cracy”, but with many of his houses,
designed by him down to the last stick
a | of furniture, you get the feeling that
his client was merely a guest in the archi-
tect’s own house. Both in his buildings
and his social prophesies there is an
element of technocracy—the dictatorship
of the designer—which belies his ‘organ-
ic’ vision and the almost mystical belief
in a ‘natural’ architecture which he ex-
pressed in these words:

“Conceive now that an entire building
might grow up out of conditions as a
plant grows up out of soil, and yet be
free to be itself. 1o live its own life
according 10 Man's nature. Dignified as
. a tree 1n the midst of nature, but a child

of the spirit of Man.™

persists in the anarchist movement, where
it is sull possible 10 read obituaries
praising comrades for having given their

entive fives 10 the service of the cause, !

expecting amd getting no thanks except
the knowledge that they were working

for the final liberation of humanity, etc., |

etc.  Perhaps it will never be solved, for
ny long as there are injustices in society,
and  people’s miads are

hmited and |
oppressed, the attempts 1o overcome them |

*

HERE is indeed a feeling of over-
statement about much of Wright's
work, as though, denied the opportunity

of working on the big public buildings

which were done insiead by correct and

academic architects, he would throw too

much of his exuberent creativeness into
the jobs that did come his way. Take
the famous Larkin building of 1905,

ire capable of bringing out as much sick- | which Henry Russell Hitchcock describes

ness 4§ attempts o keep them intact.

An [bsen play gains a great deal if |
. an industrial building, it was merely an

thought about in terms of his entire
work, It js a good thing that such a
variety of it hus been available lately.
Although not a conventional evening's
entertainment, Hrand is well worth secing
for 4 serious consideration of dJdrama.
The acting by the 59 Stage Company is
xariable, and on occasions Brand seems
a bit of a bore rather thao a man with
a sacred calling. tlowever, the whole
effect 1s of quite a high standard. It is
certainly not an casy play for a company
to tackle. P.H.

i as expressing “the innate monumentality

of an industrial building”. But it wasn't
oflice for a lot of girls sorting soap
coupons. The same kind of over-state-
ment frequently recurs—his obsessional
repetition of hexagons in every detail of
a building simply because he had hit
upon a hexagonal plan, or his recent
project for a One Mile High building in
Chicago. Perhaps these are aspects of
Wright's character which were nourished
by the hostility of his detractors and the
idolatry of his disciples,

P¥" Continucd on p. 2




The Horrors of

Diar CoMRADES,

For about twelve years | imagined 1
had firmly rejected non-conformism, and
rid mysclf of all the attitudes I had
tearncd at Sunday School and i the
bosom of my family. Then suddenly,
hearing G’s lecture on anarchists and
non-conformists, 1 realised tha! the
writings of Max Stirner. Tony Gibson
and the other brilliant rebels whose
work | had admired all that time were
perhaps the most extreme €xpression of
non-coiformism, that I am probably
more of a mon-conformist now than |
was when | collected for the Methodist
Missionary Socicty at the age of ten,
1t was rather a shock.

But now that 1 have gathcred my wits
again, | wonder whether the undoubted
truth that anarchists have non-conform-
ist conscicnees like other non-conformists
is very important, compared with the
more obvious truth that non-conformists
differ in their opinions. G mentioned
some instances in which he felt more
respect  for non-conformists than for
conformists, but he can probably think
of as many instances in which he feels
the other way, | doubt if, for instance,
he feels more respect for the conscience-
guided non-conformist pastors jn the
South African government than he feels
for Father Trevor Huddleston, who has
taken a vow of obedience 10 the con-
formist Community of the Resurrection.
Huddleston is better respected among
anarchists than the non-conformist Boers
because, whatever his style of conscience,
his opinions are nearer to those of the
anarchists.

Non-Conformism

I once suggested 1o a street evangelist,
after a vigorous platform argument, that
we should “respect each other’s sincer-
ity". “No," said the bible-puncher, |
appreciate that you arc sincere. but I
cannot respect your sincerity because you
are wrong.” Shaken in my non-conform-
ist soul, | started another argument about
the meaning of the phrase “you arc
wrong™; | said it was cqual to “I em-
phatically disagrec with you™”, and this
surely did not preclude respect. . . .

Years latcr a girl of my acquaintance
got into difficuities trying to abort her-
sclf, and had to bc taken off in an
ambulance. The only bed available was
i an cstablishment called a Mission
Hospital, where all the doctors, nurses
and orderlics were militant Christians.
They gave her pills which they said
would stimulate the movcments of her
womb, and assured her kindly that if
the pills did not work, they would use
surgery the following day; next day they
revealed that the pills had relaxed her
womb, and that they would not condone
the tcrmination of a pregnancy in any
circumslnnccs. From lhen on. nurses
doctors and visiting ministers took turns
sitting by her bed and nagging her to
forsake her friends and go to a hostel
for unmarcied mothers; and when, after
five days of this torment, she left the
hospital without permission, they re-
ported her to the police.

Then | knew what the bible-puncher
had meanl. I appreciated that the hos-
pital missionaries acted from motives of
conscience, but I could not respect their
consciences, because they were wrong.

D.R.

Enjoying Anarchism Here & Now

DEear COMRADES,

Therc is some discussion amongst
anarchists upon how to enjoy the bene-
fits of anarchism here and now: also
how to bring new blood into the move-
ment. These two problems are linked
together because unless we have some-
thing to offer we are not likely to attract
new adherents,

Psychologically, of course, we have
much to offer individuals which will free
them from authoritarian menta] fetters
and increase their self-respect. Econo-
mically and sociologically, however, apart
from piecemeal activities and an analysis
of society, we provide very litile. There
arc plenty of theories and very little
practice,

The idea of communities has been put
forward as an attempt to rectify this
deficiency. These communal propositions
vary from the simple residential type to
residental work communities. There are
however snags. Firstly there is the dan-
ger of isolation from sociely. Then there
is the difficulty of giving up one way of
life for something unknown with com-
paralive strangers and riskiog financial
disasicr. Also there is the necessity of
accumulating a working capital.

Another suggested approach is the
individualistic idea of craftsmen’s and
tradesmen's association whose members
supply cach other with the necessities of
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life. The problem here is to obtain
sufficient diversity of occupation in order
to make these work. Some anarchists
would gladly learn a different trade but
this is often economically unfeasible.

It seems to me, therefore, that what we
need is some form of association encour-
aging mutbal aid and individual freedom;
an association which might avoid the
aforementioned snags and might provide
an allernative (o0, perhaps a starting point
for, the communities or work groups.

1 suggest that the followirz might pos-
sibly provide this alternative. There
might be an association of individuals,
some perhaps living together, who would
undertake to provide each other with
such necessitiecs as food, clothing and
shelter. One or more individuals would
be responsible for supplying the remain-
der of the group with say rent, clothes,
utensils, furniture, etc. This could be
done by means of cash, guaranteed
credit, stocking the required items or
actually manufacturing them.

Such a group would encourage indivi-
dual freedom and responsibility. There
would be a protection against unemploy-
ment or sickness, (Other group members
might make up the deficiency caused by
temporary incapacity). Certain benefits
could be derived from bulk purchase,
either at reduced rates or by judicious
buying.

There would of course be certain safe-
guards, such as a probationary period
for new members, Such a group would
be limited in size in order 1o avoid un-
wicldy centralisation and, should suffi-
cient people be interested, to provide
alternative groups suitable for different
personalities,

Having got the group under way some
individuals might want to specialise in
work such as baking, grocery, tailoring,
carpentry, ctc. The group would then
act as a temporary economic buller
against the outside world.  Craftsmen
might use other group members o dis-
tribute their products.

fetting one’s imaginalion fly, one can
sco the posubility of groups forming
communilies, or several groups running
a store jointly. There might be special-
ised craltsmen, such as tool-makers, from
different  groups associating  co-opera-
tively. Perhaps even a free school might
be subsidised by a foouse federation of
groups.

Should the idea catch on, one can
dreain of the possibility of a holiday,
travelling free by anarchist transport and
staying at anarchist homes throughout
{urope.

However, this is perhaps going too far.
1{ one group only could fuaction it would
be worthwhile 1n my opinion. | would
like to hear from anybody who might be
interested in this idea.

London,

O b b el ks (v gl i 3
% LETTERS TO THE g

>
& EDITORS f
:

.‘ "
S 0 0 0t 8, A i, B i, e, Al L
AT AR e ?

Aldermaston
Impressions

To J.R’s panoramic view of the great
Easter Parade | would add only two
items of interest to anarchists. First, by
far the most exhilarating message was
inscribed on a placard held by Alex
Comfort: FIT ALL M.Ps WITH
EJECTOR SEATS. Secondly, onc must
record the agony each morning of the
“organiser of international contingents™
trying vainly to persuade the Germans to
assemble voluntarily beneath their own
banner: she was Jucky if she found two
willing to carry the banner. Like the
anarchists they preferred to distribute
themselves haphazardly throughout the
column, an irresponsible attitude frown-
ed upon by the more nationally conscious
French and Scandinavians.

Your correspondent is unfair to poor
P.F. He walked all the way {rom Clis-
wick, which at least puts the Theatre
one up on the Unions. F.C. went all the
way from Hyde Park Corner, and | won-
der what distance R.W. staggered under
the weight of his homburg before
mancevring  himself into a  suitable
position to climb (puffing) onto the band-
waggon?

Best Wishes,

London, April 11. S.W.T.

WHICH ROAD FROM
ALDERMASTON?
DEAR EDITORS,

I am in complete agreement with your
editorial (Which Road from Aldermas-
ton?) in the current issue of FREEDOM-—
March 28th. The futility of the efforts
made by the well-meaning Nuclear Dis-
armament Campaign protagonists is

Doing Fine!
PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
WEEK 15

Deficit on Freedom £300
Contributions received £350
SURPLUS £50

April 3 to April 9

Hartford: M.G.A. £3/7/6: London: Anon:*
2/3: Lidingo: O.H. 15/-; Onxford: B.E.H.
£1/0/0; Waco: H.H. 3/6; Youngstown: G.S.
£3/10/0; Chicago: E.V.B. £2/8/3: Barking:
B.L. 10/-; Aldermaston: Sympathisers [/3;
London: L.L.C. £1/0/0 London: P.F.* [0/6;
Glasgow: J.M. £1/1/0: Argyll: HT.D. 5/-;
Broxbourne: A.L. 2/6; Twickenham: P.R, &6/-;
Orleans: P.B. 1/-: Quarley: C.J.H. 6d.;
Whitehaven: R.H.E. 7/-; London: J.McE.
| 1/-; Wolverhampton: J.G.L.* 2/6; Wolver-
hampton: J.K.W. 2/6; London: W.F, 5/-;
Leicester: C.M. £1/1/0; Chelmsford: C.A.
5/-: Gateshead: G.D. 1/6; West Houghton:
J.M. 6/-; London: J.U. 1/3.

Total 18 7 0
Previously acknowledged 332 9 4
1959 TOTAL TO DATE . £350 16 4

&IFTS OF BOOKS: London: C.W. London:
5.L. London: J.R. & M.C,

®|ndicates reqular contributor.

Anarchism & Lib. Communis

DeAr EDITORS,

Replying to the article by S, E Parker
on Anarchism and Libertartan Com-
munism in FREEDOM (April 4th). it can
be conceded that anyone renouncing
Authority and the use of Force can
correctly be described as an Anarchist,
but this does not nccessarily mean that
nebuious thought will be  helpful in
changing Society. The obvious thing is
to get as many people as possible inter-
ested in the principles of anarchism, and
I do not see how this can be helped by
abstract thcorising as to the form which
libertarianism may or may not take.
which can only lead to conjusion, and
which will, in any event, be scttied only
by the economic structure of Society.
The really important objective—the one
on which all anarchists are agrecd—is %0
get rid of government and authority, and
this can happen only when all things are
held in common.

We are often warned that human
nature is selfish, or that it is splendid. but

clear. As you so well emphasise, therc
are no short cuts to peace—no compro-
mise solutions betwcen rulers and ruled.
1t is very true that “the day we are in
a position to influence governments we
shall also have the strength to dispense
with governments.”

[ am parlicularly gratified by your
assertion that the existing esonomic sys-
tem creates and perpetuates social injus-
tice, as well as slumps and unemploy-
ment, and that the only practical action
is that which attempts to remove the
causes of war. ] believe that the existing
economic system js the cause not only
of war, but of all social disorders which
afflict Society today. [ further believe
that common ownership, with consequent
identity of interest—in contrast to the
conflict of interest which Is inseparable
from private and stale ownership of
property—is the only solution to these
evils,

I care not whether the efforts made
to rid the world of private or state capi-
talism are called Anarchist, Socialist or
Communist, neither am I concerned if
they are inspired by Godwin, Marx,
Bakunin or other eminent thinkers.
Probably all have contributed, and ali
have made grievous mistakes. The only
cssential thing is that we attain to a con-
dition of liberty, and there can be no
possibility of this outside of the com-
plete economic freedom which common
ownership alone can bring. When the
interests of all are identical, there can
be no reason remaining for unsocial acts,
This to me is Anarchism. Freedom
through Anarchism,

Yours sincerely,

Woldingham, Mar. 28. F.B.

HELP us to
FIND MORE
NEW READERS

whatever the truth may be regard ing
it is certain that discord will be pré
all the time that individual interests
flict, as they must do with private
Siate  ownership. Governments
only to protect properiy rights, a
regulate the inevitable clash of inge
which arise, nonc the less so becay
times legislation must be introdug
curb the worst excesses which G
The fact that law is necessary js sufli
proof that order is absent, and the
tradictory “Law and OQOrder pl
should rcally be “Law or Order,
tity of interest alone can make po
harmony in Socicly. and this caf
realised only through common owneft
When the interests of all arc the o
order is the natural oulcome, angd
will no Jonger be required.

As liberty can exist only in
absence of law, and as law must ré
all the time that Socicty is dividé
private interests, it secems futile to
fuse the approach o Anarchism by ¥
concepts of future organisalion, THE
basic factor is common ownershi
one essential thing for libertarian the
and action. This [ believe that
chists should strive {or to the exel
of everything, in order that full a
tage may be taken of the chang
Society which is surcly approa
through scientific research and the €
opment of economic {orces. It is fe
able to anticipate that greater pr
will be made in wealth production
the next fifty ycars (provided we @
eliminated in the interval *by
weapons) than was madc in the j
ing five hundred. It is likely that
the foreseeable future men and
will at Jast be released from dcgp
toil and will be frec to minist
Society in their own chosen way
only if wealth is common to all. T¥
and only then—will freedom be poS
Freedom through Anarchism,

Yours sincerely.
Woldingham, April 9. I

MEETINGS AN :
ANNOUNCEMEN §
LONDON ANARCHIST N .
GROUP >

Regular Sunday meetings now held
“Marquis of Granby” Public Hot
Rathbone Street (corner of Percy St ")

Rathbone Place and Charlotte Stri A\
7.30 p.m. b
APRIL 19.—To be arranged 1 l!

APRIL 26.—Bonar Thompson on 1
FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY
(Benefit meeting)

NEW YORK

Speakers: David Atkins—"News and = |
Letters” Group. M. Reese—Revo- L
utiopary Workers' League. Sam
Weiner—Libertarian League.

APR, 24.—William Rose on
IS INDUSTRIALISM COMPATIBLE
WITH FREEDOM?

BOOK REVIEW
VILLAGE CHRONICLE

A TRUCE TO OBEDIENCE by
Charles Jacobs., Collins, 15s.

THIS new novel by Charles Jacobs
(known (o our readers as Charles
Humana), is really a chronicle of what
happened at a cerlain time and to certain
people in a village he calls Pescario,

Pescario is a half-forgotien place situa-
ted on the lalian side of a lake linking
ltaly with Switzerlumnd. It has no police
force, no priest, no taxes and cven the
trolley route trom the nearby tourist
resort of lornace avoids making any
dircet contact with it.  Most of its in-
habitunts  belong to the “despised and
disregarded’ and live the life ol monoto-
nous nsceurity that is the lot of the
poor everywhere. There are only two
things to remind them continually of the
seemingly prosperous world outside: the
building of a new block of apartments
and the television set i the village's
largest frattoria.

One day a  young: woman namcd
Grazia comes to settle there, bringing
with her the child barn of her Iree union
wilth un artist  turned  social idealist.
From that day onwards a dilterent spiet
beging to make itsell felt in the wvilluge.

irst to be ulfccm‘ is Emtlio

Lombardi, secrctary to the Town Sut-
veyor, who falls in love with Grazia and
is inspired by her (o lead a passive
resistance campaign against a local build-
ing firm who are attempting to cheat the
prospective tenants of the new apari-
ments.  Beneath his cyniersm and  his
weiry acceptance of the grind ol rcgul:.\r
employment, ho discovers his authentic
self and stacts to clarify his hitherto aun-
less protest ai & society of status worship
and indilference.  But Lombardi is not
the only one lo become aware ot h.imScll‘.
Othors of Pescario become conscious ol
being  distinet  personalities, instead  of
being faceless units of a submissive herd.
They experience a liberation from help-
Jessness and learn to depend upon their
own direct action, The end of the buok
finds them building a new, diflerent way
of living based on trust and sincerity.
With A Truce to Qbedience” Charles
Jacobs has taken a significant step for-
ward in his maturing as a creative writer.
His characters are more rounded and
have a greater depth than those of his
previous works,  Mis style is much 1m-
proved and has  both lucidity and
strength.  “A Truce 10 Obedicnce™ is a
well-conceived addition 10 the body of
contemporary responsible wriling,
S.E.P.

MAY 1.—SPECIAL MAY DAY
MEETING

MAY 8-—Sam Weiner on
THE GROWTH OF THE MILITARY
CASTE IN THE U.S.

MAY 15.—Vince Hickey on
YOUTH AND SOCIAL CHANGE

MAY 22.—David Atkins of the “News !
and Letters” Group on
ART AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE

All Meetings will be held ar
THE LI1BERTARIAN CENTER,
86 East 10th Street,
New York City, U.S.A.
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