THE KILLING SEASON

ast thatieh, the decaying bodies of

elderly cauple Crorge and Gerrrude

Bates wore found ar their home o
Toonng. London. Two manths Previausly
their gas was cut off us they had Failed
o pay a bill of £]40,

This is nor anly a disgrace, bur also
highlights the madness of capitaliom, Iy
Is cheaper to let these the susands die than
to provide them with the necessaries of
life. The skewed priotities of our CIETy
sew this as un acceprable level of death.

Each winter brings a new crop of
deaths from hypathermin where many
thousands of people dic necdlessly,
Somenmes these deaths are reported,
but more often pensioners die in 4
1ely Mar swaddled in Blankers in fromt
ofan elecrnic fire which failed 1o keep
them a Their solitary dearh is nored
by few, and may nor be discovered for
weeks after it occurred

Nov one knows - and few 0 government
care = how many people ure needlessly
killed each wintet In just the third week
of December last year, an estimured

2,300 died because of the cald:
Estimated deaths. 15tk to 200 Decernbas
JOOY rSource” Factiny oF Pubiic Heaft)

N 145

North West - 320

Yorkshire and Humberside

East Midlands - 198

London - 302
South East - 410
Sauth We

W

Protessor Sian Gniffiths, Pre
Faculry of Public Health, saic
y as 50,000 could die

\\_Irl.l -

Despite an annual oure ry against these
avorduble deaths, nothing is done and
all the only government Is a muouthing
of p.
nature of the maortality rate.
The numbers dying each year viry
/ wstly. Winter 2000001 SaW ‘an excess
48,440 deachs: the following winter
saw 27,230 die needlessly: and Lase
| Wiater an estimated 24,000 died
! sdably. Any reasonahiy organised
| society would tackle this disgrace as a
marter of urgency! Countries where
| winters are routinely colder than those
| in the UK - suchas Finland and Russia
- have tewer such dearhs cach yeae Yer
in Tony Blaics brave now woirkd we see

these vas

Catastro A system whn

SCes pr 1S more important th

human life can't remedy this appalling
| situanon. Although other countries may
see lower mortality rares than the Brinish
they've any liss

each year doesn’t mean

of a problem: one pensioner dying from

cold 15 one too many. A parrial solution
would be increasing the pension. A better
society, though, would put its most

aind see that those who

their lives working can

calling

¥y COver lor
SEriNe

e employs

vorkiorce

v told thom in

should be Just

us platitudes abour the regrertable

instead

spend their ewalight years withour fear
of freezmg to death.
In today

sociery, the safery net of community has

s atomised, anomie-filled

all but disappeared in British urban
society. Few today have more than a
nodding acquaintance with their neigh-
bours. The absence of any meaningful

COIMMUNILY spint in many partes of the

two p ent this year so taxes do not

| to rise. While public sector workers
been told to tighten their belts ro

Labe win the

wirdon and New

City workers have been
mg a pav Win 123 \.
imversity stall face below inflation
led that thousands

d Christmas

her than last year,

0,000 As

SOIMC

15 L

tor them and another one for us
I 'militancy 1s on

rsaw four signihicant wildear

at Heachrow, in the Post

hire highters and civil servants,

| hgures are vet
ivatlabbe it is clear thar a growing

er of warkplaces have been hit by
trial acnion. This 15 no SUrprise

Workers are fed up with crap pay, the

threat of job losses, the closing of their

pension schemes and pressure 1o wark

civil servants

ever it s

country 15 shown in its most distressing
torm ar this time ol year. Premiature death
in any form is intensely sad. Premature
dearh which 1s easily avoidable 18 more

than sad. Iv s a crime.
The danger of death elderly people
face each winter 15 purely a danger to

poor and working class people. There

are sulhicent resources o Prevent every

harder and harder. Union lead
want militancy to go so far thoy

They are not really interested in rocking
the boat. Hence the talk of compromise
seen i thi

and deals, This was clearly

reaction of the FBU's leadership o the
implement fully
ol the deal

agreed after the FBU dispute, While

hire services retusal to
the second pay eleme
malitants walked out rhe leadershap
called for restraint

Things are hotting up on the industrial
front, but we need o make sure we are

not sold out,

* The Anarchist Workers Network { AWN)
i calling for an anarchist bloc 6 this
year’s trade union May Day march in
London. A member said *May Davy i
s day. While there 1 likely 1o be
& on AWN think it important

worke
1 lot g
that there is:an anarchist presence on
e

thi |[.h|l' wmon march modern

single one of these tragedies. The
madness inherent in capitalism, though,
is that these resources are not available
to those who need them without
payment, When the most vulnerable l.“
sociery are allowed to die for want of a
few pounds one may truly say that that
LOCIETY IS insane.

(Statistics and quetas from BBC reports)

arsgins of May Day are afver all the
execution of anarchists in Chicago. We
need to get our message over to trade
AWN will be preducing a
May Day Bulletin for the day, Further

| e

unonises, "
|

s will be available in Freedom,

* AWN is also planning a presence at

| the Convention of the Trade Union Left
being held in London on 7th February,

| bewng held ar Friends Meeting House, A

| stall and paper sale 1s being organised,

15 well as attendance at the meeting

| itself. “Iv looks like the Convention

is
an attempt to SWINE union money
behind Galloways and the SWP'
Respect Coalition. It s vital that
anarchists argue agamst this and call
mstead for union member's subs to be

| used to suppore the rank and file and
not the careers of people like

AWN saud

Anarchist Workers Nitwark

Galloway™
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Anarchists work povwaride 4 sy of

Prison visitors
«Visitars are snifted at by domgs o bath
rwor legged and for beggoed sarienies,
ainil are constanthy barked 4t bry e

1kl ind visl §L coape p g
W ropest all govermnent and econmmie | former U Bob € e
FepITSsIIT, There was & piece i The Counrdiibn
Frevdomm Press bs an independent o long hefare my release faw yeat
clasrmmng thar theee had beenea 705

anarchist publishen Besides this
newspaper, which comes out every twa
weeks, wr protnce honks an all aspects
of anarchit thepiy and practice
i our bnddig . Whitechape! we
run Bewaum's baygorss anarchiss
bovkshop sod host @ vostal cenrre and

decremse T privoi v during tha st
five years. This syl cane as no
surprione fo AV YV
Visirting dave are imereas)
i two we three per wirk,
e booked fat no good reason, phune

mighy restrncted
visizs bave to

News fro

calls are (gniared, and prason wratl are
the dl-mannered wumbags they haee

sbways been,
f Vikitoes are winif

rain legped anid four lregres)

ar by the former

meeting spuce, the Auronomy Clab,
We're currently deselopmg open-access
IT providion for acuvists o use.

Our dim ix ro explain anarchusm more
widely and o show thur human freedom
can anly theive when the lntugions of
staro and capital have been abolibed
Freedinn's edimors wmh to present a
hroad runge of anarchesy thouaghe, and

fed ar by dojgs of both
varieties, and

ste constantly barked
| if pot the lamee
| Thes tace molestation ar the

& their fingerprno taken,
v added

hands of ]

|
! serews, havin
| ki wath ther photos (vuich ¢

as such the views expressed in the
| te the Xtandrake Facial Recogmition

paper are those of the lodividoal
| durabase

The whole unpleasant
I'hen when they get 1010 the
y generally face a hard

camtributors and nor necessandy those
process § ks

of the edinortal collecve.

Obituary

| hours
viiting room the
and 4 grim yrmosphere

constantly

lcarsiiiig oo ardifiis
[ hymuage | was mvedd LY e,

1 alone T wiss moved

Al
AMary Qu writer, who has died at spied on by CCTV and sourfaced sCrews,
the age O i, wai th suphre mder the threat of violeng the whaole
hardl
ki t wardi
L o
3 4l Speakat I che sught yedrs Jowas osnde ds s
ry all aroand /

Couner arnd # degree Pl fossopiy

Afrhough thee wias an soividualve’
aparchst, she stamersmes mook part in
srchist Forum gatherings,

| the conrntry, In 200

JI from Yarkshire to Warcestershire, to
Wales, ro Milron Keyres, ta the lsle of

London
where ber views were exprossed iy an Wighe, back ro Miltan Keynes, then
gasiired, fai wner. She cancelled her Yarkshire agam, and thes Durham
cripitron 1 dom in 2001 when I spent arc TWo Vears in solirary
sper printed what she considered it lelit
v be 4 1 n’ arn e pla ¥
he | f i 5 y 1 I w )
wihen, | 1% I
; P ! |
rr 1

Circulation

Next issue

15th January

+and January [hisc

the higheit esnks of the Prison Service,
sxer Panl

and thist oof e Prisons A

Pouteng ot
My tamily, my three young ¢ ren,
were M Vet & moment's conuderathon

by these moral degenerates. ANYTOe

thain T was myselb.
Yot can tell 4 Privon Service othicuwl
they mave their lips:
Bamsiey

Is lying every L
Mark

Roof top protest at youth prison
broke out ax Feltham
Young Offender Instmnon (YOI m
West London. Three inmates got onto
the rooi and eather ather inmates
started] fires i theif celly which had to

thsturbances

be itk et by screws.
Felthatn had been describes) as being
by a former chiet
though recently it
oved from the days

«poaten i the core”™
prsons nspey 1oL al
hias apparently mpr
when Asian reepager Zahid Mubarck
was murdered by s racist cellmite.
Feltham can hold 922 prisoners, and
is split mto twia secHions, one for
juveniles (kids under 17}, and one for

m insid

wsed tu be jam
the moming to lase visit

Fven when they reduced it 1o one (o0M.
thin Foom (oo was
fast rwo years they
¢the roon to where capacity
roduced by 60%, Now yoit
his roam wonlid be packed for every
vasiting sesol
RETTng. through o

w almost jmpossibl "
rsistent visitars who keep trying get

pe

through. A surs

Rirmingham by .
this vear, found that on average it

three days to book a visit.

prison m the land. MOJUK have

received countless numbers of emails
compluning about access 10 prisons
from all round the UK. All the complamts

were of obstructions by the prisons

Prisoners age d 18-21

Mystery of the Missing Visitors
I'he BBC had a recent report about the

yarzhng mysten missing prison

i numpet

o by abers and Incnds vasnng
prsoners has dropped by a third in five
vears. The Home Office 18 wornied, but

no-ane is quite sure why it has

happened ...~ However 1o those used

dealing with an inhumane and

(ie]
katakesque system t

rv. as the Miscarriages of

h

C MISSIE ¥ Isiars

Ire Mo my
nce UK campagn por

*The Home Ofic

s Ot

Org.uk

www, reclarmthebases

reclvimbases

themselves.™

| Injustice Film Wins Award

packed fpnsn st vimp iR
visit. i the afternoon.
packed. Bur over the
have restructired
has been
would think

n but not so, because
the prison visits line
e, Only the most

ey of visitars 10 HMEP

MOJUK at the start of
ook

The above could be applied 1o any

The fearure length documentary about
wiles for justice by the families of
iple whi have died in pohce custody,

pet
has woo a §

Manonal Socal Jusics Awaard.

The award had been given for leading
the way m implementing change through
the media. The award was presented by
the independent Cirizen Organising

| F

| subject to an antempred campaign of

oundation. The Injustice film was

| censorship by the Police Federation

| However a showi

Kebele Colle

in Bristol, ar Easton
ommunity Centre orgamsed with the
2001,

ose dehant screemimggs that

ce down the police inumida

it to be shown in other

i wiw. Injusticefiim . co.uk

Groups
Anarchist Federation

echapel High Street

London E1 7QX

@ated.org

ted orguk

Industrial Workers ol the World
B BN1 420

PO Box 74 shton

ALOTE UK

L
Uk

Solidarity Federauon
169, Preston PR BFX

solfed@solied.org.uk

'O Box

led.ore. uk
For derails of smaller and local groups
wWWwW.enragennet/bntain
Social Centres
Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh
ACE)
17 West Maor

omous, org-uk

W L

The Cowley Club
12 London Road, Brghton BN1 41A
www.cowleyclub.orguk

Freedom

wgomery Place, Edinburgh

Tennessee Blues

The Tennessee Department of
Corrections has removed typewriters
and word processars from the

anthonsed prisoners propesty lise,
which means that they will not be able

to have them repaired or substituted if
they break down. This has stopped
inmates from conducting legal work
since no court in the US acceprs
handwritten documents. It is obvious
thit this measure was invented o
prevent mnmates from enjoying the
autonomy they used to hidve 1o manage

their trials, in other words, 10 make the

%

a

-

‘-a

prisoners still more imprsoned.
‘ You can help by signing the petiton at

www PetitionOnfine.com/restype/ Or send a

latter to complain (sample letter at as

| www.anarchistps.org/ pa/harold /leterhtmi S0
Dublin & Hull, Anarchist Prisoner Support thi

str

i Kebele
14 Robermon Road, Easton, Bristol
BSS 61Y
www. kebele.org
Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC)
The Basement, 78a Penny Street,

folel + B |

Lancaster 5
www.eco-action.org/lancaster !
T

| London Acnon Resource Centre
(LARC) ' :

62 lgate Street, Landon El f
www.londonarc.org r
SUMAC Centre '

!

| 243 Gladstone Street, Nowingham
NGT 6HX

www.veggies org.uldrainbow/

Use Your Loal

227 Deprford High Streer, London SES

I www.squat.frecservecaouk!
[}
useyaurloal, hrml i

| Tn12 Club )

21-23 Albion Street, Bradford, West '|
Yorkshire, B 2LY

| www. linl2.com

| $6a Infoshop

| §6 Crampron Sereet, London SE17

discussEByahoogr } | &
i hoogroups.com | 84b Whitchapel High Street, London EL | www.saferycat.ore/Séal
i «ALA 200
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Britain

overty in the UK

The rich are getting richer while one in five people live in poverty,

writes lain McKay

hie Joseph Rowntree Foundation
reparted this month that there were
125 million people in 2001-02
living in homes with mcomes below the
poverty line. This meane that, in toral,
22% of the pupulation were officially
living in poverty, This included 3.8
million children, 2.2 million pensioners
and 6.6 nullion adules of working age
Paverty conrinued o affect a large
number of low-income houscholds with
sameone i pad work, Abour 3.5
million people experienced ‘in-work
poverty” berween 1999 and 2002
There was some good news in these
disgracefal figures, of course. It was
lower than the peak of 134 million in
the mid-90s, and was lawir than ar any

tme during the 1990,

It would, however,
be churlish to note thar before Tharcher
ROt in the figure was less than 10%. Sa

Wi 10 e mn a s ¥
now live in a society thar, perhaps,

has starred to move away trom the

bortom of the El poverty league (which
we shared four years ago with such

T L . - -
idvanced industrial narions as Portugal,
|

i
wrecce, Spain, Italy and Irelanc

With the Tharcherire ‘trickle-down
theory of poverry eliminarion now firmly
it home in New | thour, it 1s worthwhle
to nate that mner London was the most

unequal part of the country. Given thar

?%% of people in the nichese fifth of the

wianon and 32% i the poorest fifth
there, it seemr d to take the nonon

Lineguality reduces paverty seciously

than four in five of people surveyed
said the gap benween rich and poor was
‘oo large’. A popular solution to the
wage gap was o dramane lowering ol
salaries tor hugher income carners,
rather than a large increase for lower
earnérs, Obviously the recent spare ol
multimillion pound hoardroom deals
has had 1rs effecr. Yer even Labour
supporters have been persuaded against
the merits of income redistribution
since Blair came o office. In 1996,
58% of Labour supportees backed
income redistriburion;: six years Later
that had dropped o 49%.

Yer the income of the mega-rich

comes from the relative poverty of the

lower paid.
wins. According

Which brings me
tor o member of the B
Monetary Policy Committee, on
workers has suffered a pay cut in the
past ten years, When inflation peaked
at about 20% in the 19705, only one in
rwenty workers suffered a drop in

Looking ar real wage
I

k of England’s
mn five

nominal pay

i pay or an increase less than 0.1°

wding up o |

three of th
womised workers did not

Sigrahicantly,
suller a pay cut in the six years up to

2000, Only a third of all workers are

unmonmised, mostly in the public sector,

So itis a good job thar Thather save

the average worker trom explatanion

they

by the unions ather

be subject t ryranny ol wage growth!
Which vs the real nature of the
tvidualism the It benefits
I it Daminanon
I 1 1 €X] rom
ne
f-d f the That
1 A
10 n', A
et 1 LI} Wwrl
he 15 | tistmn
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THES, On average. work

¢ year in 2000 than

|9893

w a

they did m

A study wnell University
professor Kate Bronfenbrenner, found
that when faced with employees who

want to join a umon, 92% of prnvare

employers larce workers to attend
closed-door meetings to hear anti=union

propaganda; 78% require thar supery

inti-umon messages to workers
they oversee; and 75% hire onside

onsaltants to run ant-umon campa

o shut down

s umonise and that in a quarter

December 2003

* (i th Decembi (
Hel id Hked o
| onstrated, ran amak and «

I 1 imay I I'hi Tint 1
heen I y pla he i
TRITT: i nd ¢la Tl
hivided hou With ity of ‘sl
trike I T 1 m
I | ushed tound et wchet
i helpless! wiked an and med

ol TLELH Barnin

| 1 I Bloshemge the road the
bkt o | ProTesivr niit
I ! (T4 lewimin

- hias «

onimbuted grearly o

upward redistribution

| today
the most massive
of income in Amencan history

I'he

majority of the US labour lorce has

h.i[f_'ii SCCn any ol ['ll ENOrmuous
productivity gains of the last thirry
Fhis 1510

vears retlected in their wages
period between

contrast to the

1946 and 1973, when produocrivity

gamns

medhan wage rose by nearly 0%

nors

w

ere

il div

* Latin

America in 15 eConomic

year bet

iston into hay

broadly shared and the

5 and have

Looks hike the UK iz well on s

I'he

tor emplovers are so slight that they

cally

wve what Human Rights Warch

“a culture of near impunity.”

The right to reedom of associznon s
) fundamental human right, and it 1 an
embarrassment that our society and
legal system do not recognise this right
i expect

tor workers. Bur whar can ve

from capiahsm? le s, rhetoric aside
nov interested i freedom, only property
Workers an

N CoHITm

¢ clear DOosses

The facrs
|

do not have intes Only

and pracuice

when we organise mg
solidarity and direcr acuon can w

improve our conditions and, more

importantly, start to see that ot does not

1y to this utopia of capiralism
Ihere ts hope A recént Peter Hart have w be like this, Only a global labour
poll found that 47% of non-union moverment that knows this stand
workers —about Hfty million people chance in our neo-liberal
ould opt for a andon o therr workplace Time we started o discuss how can
il the ould, Tens of thousandsd of US create such-a movement and how w
workers are hired each year for joinin relate to the workers i existing rrade
MLEMPLNE [0 Organise 4 union, in urions and the onomamsed. We ha
1olaton of US law. Bue the penalties 1ste o FEXPOCT ) w n!
I | L ) ]
)
1 s rin n il L1
e sam December | NCT ahile
(I A s ‘ll
W I 1 Sl ne-br T }
| comna | Id | I
1] ied o waldeat srrike * Neath Hospital cleanimg a vy
lisput Ui the 1 7ch Deceml Stall ook 24-howr shrike actiomn o
Vot e Wl an Ses iy Plus” K | 1 t
W Decvmber over the retusal b
N i
i i he unolticial ad r val AN vOntEAcTr O S
Wi by it the Lin based company valf
AL Wwrea tatting
rurned pleas for o pay rise. Th
i wriplin vho all work u [
I i the packin s Hundieds ANOERETS 4l 4 San
deparn " he s
i othe Sa t I Hsteibation Cene w i b sl
il 1l [ \ |
[ 121 1 M iy \ ' WK
tr mpany Wl alveady Py
T WA alk t
! b
Lo Plyoouth oy Coun
i (| i (AT sl SRRl | MDA W Ni




4

nternational

Tropical Blairism

History repeats itself as I
International Monetary Fund

derermination to enforce party

discipline despire that discontent.
CONSCIONS OFEANISanon. 1f vou put Lula, let us not forger, was @ Inrﬂ:;r
bureaucrars, politcians ar orhers in the | lathe pperatar and !ah.nur urion IC.-‘I.dI.I'
driver's seat, they're sure o take you and Brazil’s first working-class president.
for a ride to their destination of choice He was elected a lirtle over a year ago,

| and perhaps even sell you down the an a plarform that promised a sweeping

<oeidl transformation and mcreased

We are only as srrong as our own

ibertartans dre somenmes
RrASSTOOLS, self-managed, class

accused ol being cymical, nor
seeing the real differences
between palitical parmes
when they advocate anti-
parliamentananism as the

anly means of real change.

Time and agan, we are urged 1o be river
nd vore for the leftwing Lula confirmed this, His practice

yuickly failed to live up 1o the hopes,
unsurprising given thar, like Blair, he
had made it clear where he stood lang

investment in education and health.
Unsarpnisingly, he hias followed the
demands of the markets, piling up record
budget surpluses to obrain a stamp of
approval from the IME This palicy has
stunted growth and contribured to high
unemployment. Surprisingly, he recently
denied that he had ever been a leftist,
One of the Workers' Party long term

| main theoreticians has called this switch

‘practical’
party. We simply point ro the long
history of lefrwing parties becoming
deradicalised and just as bad as the
‘nasty’ parnies of the right and centre. [

hefore he was anywhere near office.
Now his Workers” Parry has gone one
l stage furcher and expelled four dissident
members from the Brazilinn Congress.

entrare on building a

Instead, we o«
real alternative to cthe elecroral farce.
You would think thar Tony Blair

would have disabused the left of such

This action confirms the recent shift

illusions, but no, far from it. Recently, of Lula and hs government away from

their leftist roots. The four we fropica

- of the Wor

ism’, A switch which has |

eceived by foreign mvestors,

va closed-door alarmed in the past by Lula’s fiery radical |

j n Brasilia. The party leaders rhetoric. A found
accused the so-called radicals of raking IJ complained that this was “not the firse

year of the Workers® Party government”
| but rather than “the ninth year™ of the

of the party

|
f the Scomish I

about the victon
1t they were north | part in 2 .campugn o ‘demoralise” the

Socialist Party, v
vernment and Lula

of the border so thar they; roo, could

vote lar the SSP's old labour-style | previous government. Shades of Blair, party. Another party that had been a part

Supposedly, the ouster of the |
mndeed! of Lula’s multiparty governing coaliion

|
legislators was pumshment for their
if Lula’s Threats of resignations by several

in some libertanan

pOoluncs wrapp
formally broke with the president,

tailure to vore m favour

rhetoric
accusing the Workers' Party leaders ot

v of Lula in' | proposal to reduce pension benefits, praminent party figures failed to stop the

[nternanonally, ©

abandoning their principles and selling

rship expelling the radicals.

of which was approved by Copgress in party lea

zil was held up as another sign

However, it reflects the Brissidents object to what they describe as | our to international capitalism.

the possibilines of left-wing

But in spite of history repeating irself

» dissatisfaction of the the Sralinist artitude of the leadership and

placed | g

| y F
of the party with the abandonm

e¢lectioneening. Grear hopes w

womic policies ain!} in Brazl, the left will be

not only to the i

It is good to have hope. It is

the lessons of histary rraditional parry positions and his Dissidence js not o within the andidares in the torthcoming
£ Car 1ATes e 1 I 1B
edConAction — thisis a
on European cially in the so called third world,
: has be 15SET TIOre o I
R ; eI s more and more people have been
I - ye nalice fore reduced's =
R » force reduced 1o a state of abject poverty and
eated
It misery, At same time the

When war is | that is wi
| , thatis when | governments of the rich COUNETIES are

| omes it ) bid
Mes an inee i ar -|!|.|‘!1]\|!=]‘.1 selves'in a ra ¢ to the
M sation ol our nations anc MTH 5 .
it our natons and bortam, .!L_rs'u'.un;[f:.-n:qi|;\l.r'
societies, th ne WL ind 3 k i th . E :
anc worsers and the unemploved h
loyed: The
). When wa ne < . s i
O W War 15 no -_[II[.1||J'.-.:I' emplovee relation hip'is
1P s
peacetul DECOMINE MOTE and more precarous

while the soci

dividens widening. In

discussed as W o u t 1 :
cussed as if it [0 U5 the name of ‘domestic security” ever
mili ree to carry through imper more laws are pushed through. th
=¥, 1= then we reallv hav, riv g
interests, then we really have arnived ar purpose ol which 1s to exclude and
c and

the noir | '
the paint loquently

contral people who have been deemed

described by O

|
(19 |t :
; ‘ this process the US and Europe sre not
|

aci unworthy of a place in the society, In
|
always acting in conce
R in rt. In fact the

. A : . g L HACT Ther
What security and for who? respective politics reflecr in part
Hs:lo!.-: wyears, ‘security’ ha . : slin

1 1 fey ears, security as rmassive cllll!['.hih‘!n\nz. I'x'\ll:HH]‘ frun.

1e a central propaganda call tor

compention tor mrernational markets

- | - o =t
polingans, economists and the media. and mfluence. For WS it s very el
e ¢ wlcar

‘different’ resules ir i I q I 1 1 ior v sl L8] 5 i v
: cn 1 N MoOre power It has | 1 f
o s [ £ has on the stifcat [ < tha 3| y|
I s, seeruing (o the rradii il l 1 Catn ne har the situs n s nor that of "ewvil
| b difionally dommant nternanonal wars and greatly Oer 180 whe ?
Ho i I g I 1 l I irs and great doers’ against whom the l"“d e free
¥ i Or example strengthened intemnal Epression Under cople L] 1 Elll-.[.li ht, b
THEned 7 » nde peoples ol the worle B ur
Figs C mlitarisanon ol OuUr current SYstem, economc securir hier th: 1} ]
r Ur curri SYS Iy CC L ther th: i ALC)
& b riatihne at of NAT stares and theiy

el i I’h""l"fj s barders and in the racis and stabllity are only ¢reated for those allies milirarising the world
e - F e ) .'I'I":'.’: .' I““":'Il:l|’ll-'l--: IlillI I‘II-I- 1,‘I "‘-'J.n very tew on the winning side: the raling .
: W i Lapitalism lavi |...;...,|.|-...: whil II“.I|l ervices | class, The logic of the world market War (s not Invincible
e at the same | treats most people as .u|n'|r|nm|--, War 15 entwined in everyday I.,-,.\

eftwing Lula sells out Brazil to the

elections and urging us to vore for the
‘progressive’ candidare. We can be sure
thar this time it will be différent, honest.
This rime, for the first nme in history, the
personalities elected will be up ro the
task and overcome the pressures from
the state bureaucracy and big business
and implement their programme, And
they call anarchists uropians!

whuch ironically is exactly whar makes

it vulnerable to arack. Its points of
vulnerability are all around us, Take the
case the war on Irag; the military bases,
train stations, and ports, which .\\'crc
used m the deployment of soldiers and
supplies, and those which are sgill being
used 1o keep wupphc» EOImg o ]r;!q.

And there exisrs of course the
production zones of the weapons
manufacturers. And there are also the

| places at which polincians, the military
and their advisors gather to make (hcl;‘
plans and straregic decisions. If you
want to live in a world without war,
then you must come to such places,
where war is bought and sold as &
normal parr of life. You st come to
the meetings of the elobal war pl'.lﬁnﬂ'ﬁs
to the think ranks and events that bathe
the face of war in a light of leginmacy
You must come ' to the streets and the

| ir.-lm tracks aver which the machinery
ol war runs.

Friday 6th February 2004, at dpm; Actinns
dround the Hotel ‘Bayerisches Hor®
Saturday 7th Febiruary 2004 ot 12 phon
Marlenplatz - international Demonstration
ABAMEL the NATO-Security-Confamence
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Kingdom of Micomicon

yndicalism

Alan MacSiméin of Ireland’s Workers’ Solidarity Movement takes a

critical look at anarchism’s strongest current

Parties sprang up almost everywhere
The Bolshevik mode

Many soughr to copy it. This was before

yndicalism is the largess |

orgamsed tendency in the appeared successtul

libertarian movement today
It has bualt large wiorkers ‘ the reality of the Soviet dictarorship
unions, led major struggeles, became widely known

Nevertheless the syndicalist movement

The

real danger was the rise of fascism. With

been the popular expression
ol a
To

communist view of syndicahsm we have

narchism in many still held on to most of 1ts support

COUNLTIES, understand the anarchist

the rule of Mussolini, the lalian USI,

to look at its roots, its core beliels and the lareest syndicalist umon in the world,

rid was driven underground and then out
of existence. The German FAUD,

Portueuese CGT, Durch NSV, French

115 rec

The basic (dea

Its basic ideas revolve around organising CDSR and many more in Eastern

il workers

one big union’, Keeping Europe and Latin America were not
ontrol 10 hands of the rank and yble to survive the fascism and milicary
ind opposing all atgtempts to create | dicratorshups of the 1930s and "40s.

of unaccountable full-time It was at the same time that the Spanish

Ureaucracy
officials. Unlike other unions their beliet revolution unfolded, which was to repre

sent both the highest and lowest pomts

is thar the union can be used not only

of syndicalism. More about this below.

ter Wi fe ms from the bosses but also |

J alist system. The) The Polish syndicalist unman w
old i ) ).000 yrk h 15-C1
) y on with
|
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d 1 the WAL The
funcoOning ool 1
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It st I on as i collection of
i
il ropaganda 1§ vnd il
i wions i he S ish and
Bul n | I"s. Some wandered
1 B v, Comi 1ist vauld it live much longer hut suddenly

| the French post office, the CRT in

n 1977 Franco died and his regime fell.
The CNT blossomed. From a few
hundred activists it split into tWo unions
now with up to 50,000 members. The
growth of the CNT put sy ndicalism
hack on the anarchist agenda. The WA
now claims organisations that funcnon
at least partly as unions (in Traly, France
and Sp.lilll and [\r:q\l;:.llid.l Broupsin
about another dozen countries,

Outside the IWA are syndicalist umions
and organisations like the 10,000-strong
SAC in Sweden, the OVB in the
Netherlands, the Spanish CGT, the

Sohidarity-Unity-Democracy union in

Swirzerland, and others. Some are less
anarchist and more reformist than
athers. Say what we will about them
we must recognise that syndicalism s
today the largest arganised current in
the inrernational anarchist movement
This means it s especially important 1o

rstand them

Some problems [

\narchist-Commurises do have crncisms |

of their politics, or more accurately lack
of politics, Judging from thewr own ‘
statements, methods and propaganda;

the dicalists see the higgest problem

in the strucrure of the existing UNions
rather than in the ideas that ue workers
o authoritarian, capitalist views of the
world |

Syndicalists do not creare revolutionary

attons. They want 1o

wdustrial unions. Their strategy

sense that they argue

' ||ll'

ential to m

kers to

SEIZE

WOT

the ‘

| the land. After that it

t the state and all the other

g class will come

jccept

¢ class must take polincal

Historically many
¢ joined, not beécausc they
the

¢ the most mihirant

Because of this

lways appeared thar were

ses the quesnon of the

flict berween betng a trade union or |

inarchist organisanon.

SYTICHCAlSTS ATK corredt o

CILL

centrality of orgamsing

in the workplace, Lnitics who
reiect syndicalism on the grounds thar it

1ot organise those outside the work

place are wrong, Taking the example of
anarcho-syndicalism in Spain 1t1s clear

that they could and did organise through

our the entire working class as wils shown
by the Therian Federation of Libertarian
Youth. the ‘Mujeres Libres' (Free Women),
il the neighbourhood organisations

r a/ =% 1

| production and

Spain

The weakness of syndicalism is rooted
in irs view of why workers are tied to
capitalism, and its view ol what 1s
necessary to make the revolution. Spain
in 1936/7 represented the highest poine
in anarcho-syndicalist organisation and
achievement, Because of their apolitic-
ism they were unable to develop a
programme for workers' power, to
wage a political bartle against other

| currents in the workers' movement

{such as reformism and Stalimsmy.
Indeed syndicalists seem to ignore other

ideas more often than combating them.

In Spain they were unable to give a lead
ter the enrire class by fighring for
complere workers' power.

Instead they got sucked into support
for the Popular Front government,
which in turn led to their silence and
complicity when the Republican state
moved against the collectives and
militias. The minority in the CNT,
organised around the Friends of
Durruti, was expelled when they wssued
a proclamation calling tor the workers
to take absolute power (i.e. that they
should refuse to share power with the
bosses or the authoritarian parties),

The CNT believed that when the
workers rook over the means of
distribution this would
lead to *the liquidanion of the
bourgeos state which would die of
asphyxiation.” History reaches us a
different lesson, In a situation of dual
‘ i‘i'l\\'l'[ it 1s VEry necessary o \l”.\sh ihl.'

stare. No |u1lrlp_: class ever leaves the

‘ stage of history voluntarily.

In contrast to this, the Friends of
| Durrut were clear that, and this is a
“Towards

guare from their programme
1 Fresh Revolution®, “to beat Franco
we need to crush the bourgeoisie and

its Stalinist and Socialist allies. The

capitalist state piust be destroyed

totally and there must be installed
workers” power depending on rank and
file committees. Apolitical anarchism
has failed.” The political confusion of
the CNT leadership was such that they
arracked the idea of the workers seizing
power as ‘evil’ and leading to an
“anarchist dictatorship”.

The syndicalist movement, organised
in the International Workers
Association and outside it, still refuses
to admit the CNT was wrang to
‘postpone’ the revolution and enter the
government, They attempt to explain
away this whole episode as being due

to “exceprional eircumstances” that
“will not occur again”. Because they
refuse to admirt that a mistake of
histaric proportions was made, there is
no reason to suppose that they would
not repeat it (should they get a chancel.
Despite our cnticisms we should
recognise that the syndicalist unions,
where they sull exist, are far more
progressive than any other 4nion. Not
only do they create democratic unions
and create an armosphere where
anarchist ideas are listened to with
respect but they also organise and fight
in a way that breaks down the divisions
into leaders and led, doers and
watchers, O its own this is very good
but not good enough, The nissing
element 15 an organisafion winmng
support for anarchist ideas and
anarchist methods both within
revolunionary unions and everywhere
clse workers are brought rogether. That
is the task of the anarchist-communists.

1. 1y way known as the Industrial Workers of Great
W
2 S, like the balian USEand Geoman FALL have
ben re-foumnded bt exist only as eelan cly wmall
RIOMLP.

This article is an edited extract from The
Northeastem Anarchist #8, avallable from
Freedom for £2.95 (add £1 posiage in the UK,
£2 glsewhare)



Editorial

ceording to Observer
journalise Nick Cohen, 2003
saw “the deteh of anti-
fasciam ™. Steangely, he was
refereing to the ant-war
mavement’s appasition to
the mvasion of Iraq. Warch-
ing the likes of Cohen and Chnstopher

Hirchens garlanding the path of tanks

into Baghdad, one can’t help being
reminded of the "tnkies” who cheored
an the Saviet army as it crushed uprisings
in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Poland

Bt ar Jeast the 1ankies hud the excuse
that the USSR ¢laimed t be preserving
socinlisim: Bush and Blawr couldn’t have
been more ¢lear abour the reason for
their actions. What was ar issue was the
sectring of the Middle East as a stable
resource for the Unired Stares.

Given that the Iragi msurgency didn't
stop the moment Saddam was pulled
from his hole in the ground, it seems
that u substantal secoon of the Iragi
people weren't 10 casily duped. They
refuse to equate the promised freedom
and democracy with a stooge assembly
overseen by an Amernican satrap

Where the new tankies will really come
unstuck 15 over ther demand thar Saddam |

be teied for war crimes. What ro do !
with the selt-proclammed ‘Lion of Irag™?
This will pase something of a problem
for the occupying lorces
The obvious move wonld be 1o hand
him ovet to the Intermanional Criminal
Court (ICC). But the crimes the 1CC was
up to try must take place on terrory

et

belonging to states that are party to the

sil Cyni
fudged by argumyg that Irag s now L5
territory — hur of course the United Seates I
isn't @ signatory eithet

e most likely solunon s thar Saddam I.I

will be tried by the Irag erming

Cauncil (IGCL. Bur there's a problem
wich this too. According to American

< .4 ¥ |
officials; he's being treated in line with
the Geneva Convennon, bur this dema
d by o

thar prisoners on rnal be

mdeper " rribu

Fhis

Mass socie

Quiz answers

Strategy please

Your views on the *sate of the movement’
20¢h December) read muore like wishful
rhinking than senous analysis. Your
article claimed thay “anarchiss are
respected because we prastise what we
preach. Anarchists also cannect with
their working cliss communities™. Most
waorking class people, when they chink
af anarchists, think of crusties throwing
bricks ar MeDonalds on Mayday,

There 10t & working cliss anarchist
palitics or orientation. The tact thar
vour wrires says anarchists “connect
with™, rather than “are pare of ™, working
class communities gives the game away.
The main naronal groups (AF, SalFed)

| theres no basis
analysis
| drawn from practice. Whar lessons can

leatleting of the SWIP (whi

anarchist pracuce has become

don’t even accept that there's a problem
repardmg the lack of real working class
presence in their ranks. Class War seem
1o think that accepting the existence of

the problem {which they did some years

apn) in itself counts as a soluton = even

| though their membership looks and

sounds like all the rest
Same Freedom correspondents have

sdentfied the need for a rearientanon
16s the working class and our of the
anarchist ghetto, The *Srate of the

| movement” prece looks like an attempt

{0 escape that conclusion. |

Its author 15 ar least correct 10 saying

that theorv has “taken a back seat”, |
Anarchist theory falls into two camps -
| gne gribs at wharever postmodern

claptrap 1s passing on the winds of

¢ hype. the other thinks that

ol Kropotkin and

SAVINEsS
|

" i
s as-sound analyss

i, | think; s the breaking

Nk between Ury And prachice

Because there'’s no serious anarchisy
politics based on the working class,

sertous theorenical
Theory n the end, lessons
|

| 'we draw from Mayday stunts and an |

. £ :
I annual bookfair and the occasional

v 15 what
7 Simply
“onwards and upwards™ doesn’t

John Shute

1hout the Green

VICARAY campial

yving out the wiork ol

|4 i
mitenaive apricalivre

Commentary

1o feed those urhan masses?

He also makes much of primitivists,
18 hie sees it, “imposing ™ theif fanmtusies
on others. He argues for the nght to
decide what level of technalogy 15
wanted. Fair encugh, but indusrialism
s 4 SYSTEM requires fnass production
and people disconnecred from fand and
livelihood, 1t destroys the possibility of
athers in thar regon GIrrying on living
ih a sustainable small-scale manner.
Therefore it’s industrialism which
removes the chaiee for people to dec e
how o live,

Tain says he doubts many in the Wese
will embrace & return (o peasant life. A
peasant, by delinition, 1s someone
beholden o a ruling class which exploits
hir ar her for tax, tribure and the food
surpluses necessary 10 sustam urban
non-food producers.

The ‘primigvist’ pasinon docsn’t argoe
for people to return to bemg peasants,
since this would be o return 1o a life of
drudgery, working (at least during the
| warmer months) long hours to produce
| food, not oaly for self, family and

community, but also far a large class of
rulers and their retinues-and others, such
as traders, merchants, staves and arusans.
Ihe modern peasant has to produce
far more than is peeded, to pay mx,
rent and other demands of the wage

econamy. But, for all this, few people

would seriously argue thar a miner or
factory worker is happier than a
peasant, And what of the clear evidence

1 industrial so

wide, addiction
Small-scale; land-based cultures would

grow and make wl they needed o

indusrial production. We'll nted Aheilled
people to contain the Jegacies of
industeislism cffectively or to allow them
1o degrade as safely as possible in dreas
thar people can avoid. Thie doesn't

of industrial society, which would anly
create further destruction and pallution,

“This is rather like saying you wane (6.
abolish prisei hut you can't becawse
there wall always be people who need
to be imprisoiied. Other societies have
existed perfectly well without prisons
and mental hospitals, which come no.
beings with modern industrial capitalism
1o system which has aken such a roll on
peychic health that, with its aboliion,
there may still be people who pose a
dangee to others and who therefore need
to be cared for safely somewhere — bt
ot in an asylum or a prison),

lain's final pomt is that printitivists
want Mad Max dystopias. Srnall-scale
land-based communities couldn’t be
further from this vision. Buran anarchist
or socahist modern industrialism could
itself become a Mad Max dystopia: we
have no models or examples m history
ar prehistory of a large-scale anarchist
or socialist society, least of all an
industrial one imvolving a uompllcalcd
system whereby a tiny minarity of people
produce the food and means of shelter
and culrure, by mdustrial methods, for
a majority of the people who are ..
domg what? Sitring ar computers an
watching television?

The only models and examples of
sustained anarchise communines are
those of small-scale socieries. And, as
even industrial-municipal lover Murray
Bookchin has argued, most anarchist
s have been thase of peasants

their local communities, interlinked (as
is the case in all small-scale socieries) o
ather groups by social and informal
exchange relationships. Mutually self-
reliant, they wouldn't produce food for
urban and other non-food producing
groups, nor would they be toiling in
factories to make mass-produced goods,
using machines that are inherently

fructive (o e

making
a commodity,
. the

Ve ni 1|r|‘.-._"

an ta sell their

wbalishing capialism
and 1o create
Tumities. Any ot
s production, machmery,
¥ Infrase

maved

TuLture ar

market food and goods

£ wrownd v feed urban areas?)

laan ranses the imporram ssue of how

wuifile |
e auld man e nuclear and tox i

Wkl

caused by decades of miligary and

and small farmers — the small-scale;
land-based cultures that the Wildfire
writers argue for!

Last of all, lain refuses to countenance
the idea that he and his fellow lovers of
'!'I”Jl_‘r[l |Hdll‘.\{rl.|| sOCiery I'n“:ht t‘{
happier and more sansfied living i
small-scale band-based cultures — living
a hie of true autonomy and freedom, in
which their days are spent in their
commumties, tending plants and animals
(or gathering and hunting, when there's
enough wild land), making musical
msiruments or hlil'“l.':'! or l'l[hl.‘r autono-

mously sansfied needs, singing, dancing,

ann]nglilblfﬂfd"c-‘i.', [POSRFEEYs
which purports ta explain how life on
the planet is sustained.

If anarchists the mechanwum
of the state then the machine could be
halted, It never has been understood.
There was 4 fice picce in Frecdom by
Tavis Reddick recently, ("New models’,
§th November) suggesting that computer
games could be used to produce strategies
for defeating the state. But Tavis seill
believes in a mechanistic stare.

The premises an which the aperation
of the stare rests are that we know
what we're doing and thar our scparate
parts add up to produce society and the
state, 'm happy with this except for the
bit that says we know what we're doing.
The problem is thar we so definitely don’n

A corollary is thar we must, 1o the
last analysis, have each other’s welfare
at heart. This strange belicf, dear ro the
hearts of anarchists, stems from ideas
put about by innocents like Rousseau.
It's a belief in a sysrem of organisanion
whiere mast people happily accept what
they're told.

In many ways Brian and Harold
Barclay want their cake and to eat it as
well. They perpetuate the myth of the
state as an operanng entiry {clumsy
wording perhaps) because they need ir.
We can’t have ‘good guys' it we don't
have *bad guys". Therefore; classical
anarchism, inherited from Bakunin and
the others, needs the opposition of the
state to blame for the ills of society. In
reality, the state 1s°a sralking horse and
requires no understandimg.

I have no gubble with the effectiveness
of what Brian and Barclay call thee state.
It’s simply & marter of "cause” and ‘effect”.
What we s¢e i society isn't a result of

ind examples do we
have of peaple hiving in this way? Well,
only 150,000 years of our own pre-
history, and all the remaining small-
scale land-based socal arrangements
still in existence around the world. Such
cultures are increasingly threarened by
the development of rechnology and
industrialism, giving meople no choice
but to work down the mine ar other
types of modern laboue And this is the
sociery lain 15 arguing for?

Karen Goaman

More responses to the Greén and Black

Bulletin nen ssue

What merit?

book, The S, (Review, 6th December)
rather rypifies the bias of the Freedom
editors (perhaps Brian 15 one of them
we have no way of knowing), Bran
seems to be part of the anarchist
estabhishment, tor what he says s
comsidered by the editors to have ment
(“a nimely injection of sense™ they call
i), Whar the meniris we never hnd o
We're all tamiliar with what the stane
i, wa
insight o an aspect of the stare thay
we e unwwane Of, But there's no lllny_lu

and the book 15, i Bran's view, a

the behaviour of the state, it's a resule

of the way people behave. The state is,

in part. 4 concept. Yet, were members

| of parliament removed, the state would

[ snill exist. Remove cvil servants, the
police and so on, as described by
Barclay, would sull be there.

| Anarchises marching mro Parliament
Square and shaking their banners ar the
Houses of Parliament aren't so stupid
as to think the state is only a concept.

| They're concerned with the people who
make up the state. As Brian sardonically
srys, postmodernist liberals sull pay
taxes toa stare they claim doesn't exist.
It's so true, but of course the money is

| pocketed by those individuals who make

up the stare and not by the concepr of

i. Without realisng it, T suspect, he

makes my pomt nicely

Destroy the concept and the state
vanishes. The state described by Marold
Barclay and Brian Morns s a necessity

| 1o their brand of amarchasm, just as the
view of society a3 selbdirecnng
necessary to anthropologses. Ir keepa
them in employment of onte form o
another. The concept, unlortunately,
stands i the way of other, mire

clays book needs 1o give s an | realisiic, cotvepts

| Far this reason, | mameain that any
| descoprion of the s s largely value

- pags 8
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1o free oneself front fixed essences.
Exsentnlism wnplies a fixed cultural
wlerity

jocanian of ciltire is always fluid,

thinking of ourselves as instances af

m:!u’dhndddmmendx
mwofghmydxﬂkmd

1oy be true to our heliefs and abandon that exclumon is eclipsing exploitation

25 2 form of soctal ¢

communation? Can one speak
or even of lass” 1o those =0 deeply
excliuded they've never felt themselves
'at home’ under any label?

The authority of any essenee (even

Diff'rent strokes

Paul Maguire seems to [miss the pant

rgumears (Commentary, 6th
K:::.n;ai, 1 :bm;ht I'd made clear «clysy’ when ir’s conceived 35 a chosed
that a politees of difference along rotality) muse k possessed by mm:l
Deleszian and postcolonial inss bas group who define its pltimate :v;n i‘\&
aothing in common with the kind af IFs no councidence that those W 0_3.:
liberal multiculturalm he nghty furthest into an identity-palines of clas

are also most prons o fall for exdusonary
cheroric abour “anti-spaal behayiour’
directed against working class people
wha don't fit into their image of a class
| essence.
| The answer to the BNP shoukin's be
1 diffferent essence but 3 regecnion of she
| essenmaliss gesrure itself, in favour of 2
politics of openness and dialogoe, m
'I which difference. Auidity and hyvbnidity
| are acvepted and in which the gestures
which divide the world into closed
| carepories of "us’ and ‘them” are replaced
by an openness providing possibilities
| of emancpanin, dialogue and cocxastenc:
I_'I‘

oppoes. A namber of leading cannnental
phitosophers such oy Badiou, Zigck,
sSpivak and Bhabha have wrimen
extonsively in critique of mulniculturalism.
Zidek calls it “the riew fascism™ and
Bhabha calls it a retrear from ditferende
v diversity. | share the general chrust of
thesr arguments, even when [ diverge
from their speatn rheturc
The problem wath mnilpculraratism
that it doew’t take ditference far
enough. It stops ar the ides of “culrures’
and socal groups as freed rotalines
Theres 32 Dinald Rooum cartoon i
which Wildear takss
derermunanon for East Tomor™ to mean

the slogan “sclt
lass" are usetul

Is such a3 ‘workie
thur she can determme hersell to
dimnantle Hawk warplunes, When a

cop cat

ches her, she's set strught by a

self-
This

cultural groups. Bur it 0 and Rorry, are too liberal to be of
¥ with apy hew that demand
an exclusive foces oo class, el
ufrmmarely an sdenncy-caregory.

The answer to the BNPS demand for

*rights for whites' isn't o instst on the

| belp ro anarchises, Cithers, sach as
2Zek, Badiou and Baudrillard. are roo
nihilistic to offer much of a political

H direxmon. Bur theres grear potennial m

| authors such as Foucault, Deleuze,
Guartan and Bhabhi, and thewr palicical
netghbours such as Rolando Perez,
Altredo Bon.

f

replacemeny of *whires' with some other
identiry carcgory, hecause the problem

wn't only racssm but also the 1de a inno and Hakim Bey

core identity which can be expressed by One of ¢
a party: Fixed categonies of - the need ¢
‘whure', "black”, ‘Mushm’. < vf slogans
L Wy 1 ge
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whereas, 15 Bhabba purs i, che

contingent and shifting, We need to st0p

3 amarch Barclay’s
;:i:::;ﬂnl b;a:::: ::'lrmlﬂ'am. clased caregariey and start thinking ﬁd
Becmse ananchists reject the srate 4a s uund\vn.n;umkﬁmmdde:u.u

10 achieve any uctul change in pecreate the world if we siild escape
a5 ' these stultifving ideologscal boxes.

This is muote imporgant than cver, pow
onirol. Cas chosed

ukmaum.ﬁwmdﬂnﬂ" S bk the
x =y & ies ever Express anytmng
mtmvw‘““’“"’m“l p=={ i wm:ohheﬁumommmm""

of "race’

[ a pacifist who rejects violence in all

| circumstances (Commentary, 22ad

| November). In fact, T've never been able

| to make up my mnd where war berween
states or other large groupings s

| concerned. On the whole | think it has
o be condemned tm most circumstaAnces,
for it deptives evervbody on both sides |
af the choice whether to live ar dig, 10
be mutilated or not.

But if | was confronted with somebody

who was shout to shoot others and 1

had a loaded gun, 1 think in most
circumstances fif nor paralysed by fear),
I'd ot that person. And almos

of appalling

that Berkman's

Does J& v
| arrempted assassination of Frick s 2
[ practical example of the proper and
effective use of violence? 1 find it hard
to imagine how an atrempt to kil Frick,
successful or otherwise, could be effecnive |
either in achicying an immediate specific |

worthwhile end or in recommending

anarchism to large numbérs of others

1hhi lss

1an’s appeal 1o Jews ¢
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A sideways look

I've never believed the nonsense spoured
by Trots thar the Labour Party is the
mass party of the working class. But
then I've also wondered why a candidate
for the local council needed to be “good
an Nicaragus™, so perhaps | shouldn’s
take anything they say too seriously.
Ihe Labour Party was always a cross-
class alliance berween muddle-class
mtellectuals like the Fabians and the
working class organised in unions. The
unions importance has been waning

or same time, while the muddle classes

w lors of Labour Party

s m the "90s, there was a broad

sccupanons, weighted towards
local government and NHS managers
and union full-timers. While noe a
cross-sectian of society as a whole in
the area, it was stll a broad base from
which to start, and we successfully
worked rogether on several issues from
the seafarers” strike through the Poll
Tax to ant-fascism.

For Christmas, | got a copy of Tony

n's dutnies from 1991 o 2001, The

giver was concerned that | didn't like

Benn needn’t have worried - the

. but he

3.y
K

estng t'nl“.]’__’h rC-ld,

others a bit naive.

iteresting, going through his

e changing nature of the

tv through this period,

crowned by Blair's triumph in 1994,
Early on, Benn is complaining of the

> Milit

of the

. “when

i part ormal

Labour Party, which

il end of the Pall

15t 1N essence.”

Archist group was
y decent Labour Party
s description,

th

€ Were many maore

mber 199

. be's wrining about
{

Skinne

wing kicked off the

rance of the
", By 1994,

dual phasing o

n

e
CY
k an d
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Back to Mr Benn again, He describes
3 meetin ibour Students
thus, qr! € techng that they
w the Labour Party as a quuck ladder
to the top™. Lewisham, where | live, wsed
o be salidly Labour In the mud ", there
WETe only four opposition ¢ ouncillors
Fhie Labaur elite ran the borog :

Ugh &% a

private hetdom, But the lasr ball local

£l TRO. Prine
' ed 00 mecytied paper

clections saw turnout drop fo less than
ane in four, and wins for Socialists,
Greens and Local Education. Action by
Parents, a préssute group.

Since then, four Labour counallors
have resigned, presumably to spend
more time with their fund mamagers.
All four by-elections have been won by
the Liberals or the Socialists, There are
more councillors, known never to show
up, who are presumably only holding
| on for fear of losing more seats. Or s 1t
| the generous expenses they vote

themselves?

Why the high amover? And why the
losses® Could it have something to do
with the fact thar Labour has
haemaorrhaged members since 12972
And those who do stand as candidates
nearly all depend on the Party for
employmenss

At least two of the four Labour by-

election candidates were parliamentary
researchers, Something similar is true in
other boroughs I've asked people
about, In the 1990s, the Labour righe
| learned from those they'd expelled and
| started moving reliable Blairites mto
wards thought of as lefr-leaning. They
employed similar tacnics — boning the
pants off anyone else who came along.
They succeeded beyond their wildest
| dreams. Few Labour Party branches
can get a quorum even to lower the
guorum. My local party’s website now
redirects you to labourorg wk — 2 dull
| site if ever there was one.
|  While I can't resist a bit of gloating
about Labour's complete lack of base
(the mass party of MPs® assistants?),
this reflects something broader Big P
Politics is a turn-off, and the rewards
tor those who don'r get to be elected as
mayors or planning commirtee chairs
are densory compared to the ones they
could get if they transferred to Arthur
Andersen or suchlike
I'm loath to describe this as a vacuum,
waiting to be filled by Liberals or Fascists
depending on local prejudice. There's
something else gomng on here. It's a
confirmation thar theres little real
power lett in local politics. Whitehall
dictates ninety percent of what councils
do, and che big parties don’t even need
local activists as elecnon-fodder any Imore,
relving on the mass media instead.
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The quiz
. Where did Colonel Saunders of

Kentucky Fried Chicken
What was French P

wet his rank ?

resadent

Mitterand's lnsy conscious illegal acr?
Who : -

naron with

sard *how can VOu govern
34
246 vancties of cheese™:

According 1o National Geograpt
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A
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what did Vermont anarchises have on

th oy
their gravestanes?
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