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par in Korea raises many
" of- the utmost import-
tit behoves us, as
to try and define
tions - in  their true
and to keep clear
prevailing hysteria and
of expediency. To main-
i an attitude is not easy
“facts are few, bias is
universal, and the pro-
. of the cold war has
‘done much _to direct
feelings into convenient
for the main antagon-
objectivity is almost
- Nevertheless we can
ain general prin-
r confidence, and
reasonably stable

BATTLEFIELD

I, it is only too clear

ean struggle is yet
‘aspect of the world
between Russia  and
The governments of
South Korea are mere

these two great
As if to drive the
ome, the U.S, govern-
announced its intention
ding Formosa from any
by the Chinese Com-
its, thereby practically an-
It a8 an American sphere
in the old days of the
of Nations, the press is
“legal” justification based
[LN.O. On i

anxiety about
d: “It needs
North—and anything

] 7" In these matters the
right wing papers.

about strategic bases, etc. Once
again the “‘evidence” can be
selected according to which side
one backs.

But surely this stuff about
legality, *““the rule of law”, and
the name-calling—*the Agdgres-
sor” or the “treacherous
cligue™, ete., ete., is now com-
pletely meaningless. The Russian
American antagonism is not to
be held in check by paper limita-
tions, and it is quite ridiculous
to be taken in by all this sancti-
monious cant. In the face of
such powerful antagonism, so-
called legal issues, and even the
facts of “who began it are of
trifling importance. To make
them determine one’s attitude is
simply absurd. Having made it

The Great Powers Decide Sn Washington and

WHAT ABOUT THE KOREANS?

he Common Struggle Against All
Tyrannies Remains the Same

#35 in Paris, during a trial blackout, an old man killed
if. He thought war had already broken out and left a
ng-ghat he couldn’t stand to go through it all again.
at, wn greater or lesser degree, the threat of renewed
But it doesn’t prevent the newspapers from
g international clashes and exploiting men”
Over Korea Reynolds News ¢
fussia to come in and succour the
thappen.” Even the Tribune, a weekly, found it necessary
fite, sensationally, ‘“Into many minds flashed the question:
8 the start of the Third World War?”
list press is as venal as the

clear that to us it is of little
importance who is the nominal
agdressor, it is necessary to say

that one should be on one's
guard against accepting either
side’s story without profound

reservations,

In effect, we are witnessing
the great powers hiring out the
territory of a backward, divided
puppet as a battlefield, fighting
behind other men’s lives. It is
not the first time we have seen
this pattern,

For us, as anarchists, there
remains  the question—what
about the Koreans? In the
context of the cold war, such
a4 question appears almost an
irrelevancy! We shall come back
to it; for the moment it is neces-
sary to point out that it is—
from the practical point of view
—purely academic., In Korea
to-day, it is not what the Koreans
want; the decisions are not
made on either side of the
thirty-eighth parallel, but thou-
sands of miles away in Washing-
ton and Moscow. Propaganda
cries about the aspirations of
a people, or the establishment
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The Thaw Seis In
What a Relief fpr the T.U.C.;?

THF{ T e classes,

must be f to the
Government for lifting so many con-
trols and de-rationing so many goods
recently.

y like the

The Government’s
ing this (destroying t
main Conse
paration for the
thing) we have
for the T.U
ful excuse for getting out of a very
B'Jv'k\v&i“'d situation.

The wage-freeze policy has prov
a very uncomfortable saddle
old horse to wear. Not that
believe in saddles—or *ins—or
blinkers, but because its own internal
troubles made it difficult to keep the
saddle firmly in position.

doesn’t

Workers Never Liked Tt

The wage-freeze was accepted by
the T.U.C. by a narrow majority of
union leaders; it was never com-
pletely accepted by the workers, The
rank and file, however, have shown
a considerable degree of restraint,
showing that the workers, when they
believe the well-being of the com-
munity is at stake, do not follow the

IMPRESSIONS OF
GERMANY-I

N my return from Germany I

happened to read a rather famigiu‘r
sounding speech—a former U.S.
Ambassatlor to London (Mr. J. D.
Davis) pontificated as follows: —

“] have been going through London
this past week and surveying the
devastation that it suffered. How, I
asked myself, did these people stand
all this and endure It took something

more . . . than the proverbial British
phlegm. No, it was the ‘art of
hoping'—of hoping that the day

would surely come when wrong would
be punished and avenged, when right
would triumph and prevail.” (News-
Chronicle, 27/6/50).
We have heard it so often that we
come to believe it. But our
ruins fade into insignificance when
one has seen the cities of Germany,
the great gaps of rubble still uncleared

that testify to night after night of
bombing with nothing whatever to
hope for. 1 do not know if there still
remains anyone who still remembers
that curious wartime phrase “pin-
point bombing”. It certainly does not
mean that only military points were

hit.  Streets and streets of ruined
houses—the marks still remaining
where people were burned alive

escaping from their cellars on to the
burning asphalt—the obvious marks
of newness in all the rows and rows
of (often jerry-built) houses and shops
—all testify mutely to wholesale
annihilation.

But whether it is my cynicism or proof
of an odd military trade-unionism I hJ\"IL'
often suspected (witness Montgomery's
wartime lunch with Von Arnim, the post-
humous glorification of Rommel, or the

rush o defend Manstein), there is
one thing that impresses me. The
military barracks stand! In most cases

these have, of course, when not used by
the Occupation Forces, been L_'(snvl:rls'd
ino factories, offices, etc., but it stands
out with force how so many barracks were
left almost untouched in a wilderness of
rubble. It is generally known, of course,
that churches were spared—it was all
right 1o bomb, blast, burn and suffocate
the parishioners, but the places of worship
were sacred. Most old churches are ob-
vious landmarks, and the rubble goes up
to but not beyond their portals. Christ-
impity is an odd creed!

By one of those odd coincidences, too,
the concentration camps were also spared,
and likewise escaped damage in the midst
of ruins; although in the case of France
one prison wall was breached to allow
prisoners to escape, it was never deemed
necessary to liberate the inmates of
Buchenwald and Dachau. My strongest

impression of C
b :

whe tagged along with
ar and believed that the
ists and their then Ally
bring democracy to the Germans.
which they managed 1o

with  the e Hitlerite
race myth about the traditionally guil
Germans.

It is hard to imagine why they
Germans should not be militaristic, when
countries with so much less military tradi-
tion are well in the fnrcfn;r.i of the
coming war, Those who previously rated
the Germans for their blind acceptance
of militarism are now scolding them for
not being more alert to the menace of
“black fascism™ as the Bonn Government
is called, or “red fascism” as th
Zone Government is called. The
doubt that militaristic ideas are suill
strong although in many \!‘il”(? of life and
among the most diverse political tenden-
cies I found support for a proposition 1
have also heard in England but which is
not to be thought of as practical even by
rationalistic standards—why do not C
many and England ever come together?
The idea that they should owes a bit 1o
the belief in the Anglo-Saxon origins
of England which were plugged by Ger-
man_schools for years (that evidently
stopped short at the Norman Conguest,
which nobody who talked about Anglo-
Saxons to me had ever heard of), But
even §0, most people are sick of war and
even those who mlk about the two
“Germanic" nations coming  together
usually suggest that “America and Russia
should be left to fight it out together,”
an idea which is nawrally tempting to
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" policy which
l‘l!!i‘l\'"'(.'l'\.
accepted the

the under-
fort would be
nd profits. We
e how unlikely
:straint of this kind could
e expected. Devaluation, for ex-
ample, had been prophesied to raise
prices in the Spri and there is
imply no means shorr of Government
ct to limit profits—and the Labour
binet are wooing the middie classes
ard they would be loath to intro-
duce measures against profits which
would obviously be unpopular with
the bourgeoisie.

It could never be said, however,

Ca

50

that the workers liked the wage-
freeze, in te of their patience,
Loya to the Labour Government

and the specious arguments of its
spokesmen and their union leaders
sold them the idea that “the country
couldn’t afford” wage increases, but
the steady rise of prices forced many
of the lower-paid workers to a strug-
gle to make ends meet that could only
result in continuous distress—or wzg}
demands. And although the unions
have done their best to keep the
brakes on, many groups of workers
ha\'e forced the issue and won
increases.

Couple this with the knowledge
that, thanks to their efforts in
increasing production, those who live
on the profits from their labours are
doing very well, and the present
growth of unrest—the end of the
patient period—is easily understood.
De-Rationing a Fine Excuse

In these circumstances, the T.U.C.
were quite obviously beginning to fee]
more and more uneasy. "I"hey"realised
they could not much longer hold on o
the wage-freeze however much the
Government might continue to de-
mand it. When, therefore, the recent
wave of de-rationing came, it pre-
sented the union bosses with just the
excuse they needed,: they have now
declared the wage-freeze ended—bur
with stern wamnings against “wages
scrambles™,

Appealing to individual unions to
show “good sense and reasonableness™
in the claims, the General Coungcil
will set up a special panel of jts
Economic Committee to “yer” wa
claims in regard to the national
economy as a whole,

The whole period has been a3

[=%

) 4 very
interestung one. It has shown os very
clearly how, in the running of a

capitalist State, so-called Socialists
and Trade Unionists are forced o
maintain and even intensify the ex-
ploitation of the workers. For, of
course, that exploitation is the basis
of capitalist society. It is an abso-
lutely inescapable necessity for the
running of the State, and it makes
no difference at all whether industry
is nationalised or private—in fact the
Welfare State itself may well call for
greater exploitation, since all jis
cumbersome machinery has to be paid
for by the efforts of the Pproportion-
ately smaller number of productive
workers. Pi5:
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he politician, this is his

g ;::m:r:;nf as the clozon in the
Mw,k struts about G5 though he had
”ﬂg’-fd‘ the situation f'm.‘m_wpaih'.
oRET Javing merely precipitated
;_mwnd’ ff his f(r;‘!y made mself and
d "mf' ?m pictims. No @ rds are
oo .": for s ambition.  Just as
e :m:-i is clothed in trousers and
¢ _rﬁ?rf-m"‘-h too big for fam, so does
f.l’:‘m-ad‘— the stage u-ggr:_f out, as it
g - words and sentiments that

were, o ; et har i
,:,;g,,-mma‘ his fect and encumber Jis
limbs Letter to my Som.

__Osbert Sitwell:

Jishman loves liberty as he

“The Eng hér.

o legal spouse; he owns he
af:;jrk’::;g!rxkr does not love her with
el

i nderness, he knows how
f'“.‘f-{'::l;fl:r' like @ man in case of
i d I..-u..! woe to the red-coated felloe
fj:a 'p‘-,,.:“am into her sacred sleeping-
n.;nr:n c—be he a seducer or a sheriff.
q]";,: Frenchman loves liberty as he
loves kit sweetheart. He burns for her,
he ds in flames, he throws _Jruusch‘
at her feet with the most magniloguent
Ir-rrr(if;u:'a.w,' he risks life and death
for her, and he commuis for her a
thousand rﬂHx’u.M The .G"";’“".,"""“
iberiv ¢ his o randmother.
[ e e ;—Hcinrn:h Heine.

“The spectacle of a young and savage
% hurriedly and for mo clear
mation r¥ing, g RS i
reason, 10 remake ome of the :ml
cipilised Taces the ecarth 1o Hs ouwn
bizarre pattern_must be, for rhe mdooh;,
a highly diverting one. But for a people
like the Japanese, profoundly aware of its
oumn worth and a;.mnpmnm_nu. 10 be
used as a guinea-pig in so frivolous and
ancalled-for an  experiment, must have
been a cruel humiliation to them, and
humiliation is what they can least forgive.
It is possible, even likely, that they will
harbour resenpment longer against the
missionaries of G.H.Q. than against the
men who dropped the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima after their Government had
asked for talks on peace, Or against l_.uc
oops in the Pacific © hose _atrocities,
though mot so widely advertised, bore
comparison with their oo
—Honor Tracy: Kakemono; A Sketch
of Modern Fapan.
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IN writing of the réle of the Church in
the political and social development
which is proceeding in the present cen-
tury, it is important first of all o be
quite clear in our minds what we are
discussing. Clearly, the libertarian is not
concerned with attacking Christian beliefs
as such, since the first foundation of his
own attitude lies on the assumption that
every man should be free to believe what
¢ likes and to express that belief freely.
Without mutual tolerance there can be
no liberty, and it is only where those
who profess Christian beliefs abandon the
principle of individual conviction and seek
to establish authority that the libertarian
can logically attack them. Therefore his
quarrel is not with Christianity as a
doctrine, or with those who profess it
individually, but with those organisatons
wich teek to institutionalise religion into
disciplined patterns of thought and action,
and hence to establish a spiritual, intel-
lectual and even physical hierarch To
a mincrity of Christians these criticisms
do not apply, and some of these like the
followers of Tolstoy can even be accepted
as libertarian in their own attitude to-
wards individual freedom.

Organised religion presents us with a
bewildering variety of churches, sects, and
other organisations, all secking to estab-
lish their more or less limited degrees of
autherity over those who adhere to their
creeds, all demanding some degree of
doctrinal uniformity and cbedience to the
sectarian hierarchy. All these sects are
dangerous, in so far as they weaken the
serise of individual judgment and help to
induce a form of institutionalised thinking
which makes their members more amen-
able to authority in its physical forms.
Each in its small way is a mirror of the
State and, like faithful children, the
great majority of religious organisations,
as well as most of their members are
ministers, support the State in its times
of crisis. Some, indeed, like the Church
of England, are openly and avowedly
State churches, but even the nominally
independent groups are hardly more back-
ward in their support when the system
of authority to which they are attached is
endangered, either by external attack or
internal rebellion.

The majority of Protestant churches
are the outcome of various stages in the
development of capitalism. They were
originally the organisations which sancti-
fied the rise of the middle-class, from the

the CHURCHES

l6th to the 19th centuries, and gave it a
sense of divine mission, To-day, they
1 like tide marks of the historic
cments which produced them. Cal-
vinism, in particular, with jts teaching
of predestination, gave the wealthy &
comiorting belief that their condition of
crial superiority was ordained by Ged
and that they had no fundamental res-
ponsibility to the underdog, whose abase-
ment also was fore-ordained. Similarly,
the wvarious Erastan religions, like
Anglicanism and Lutheranism, sanctified
the new national States which arose out
of the break-up of the semi-international
society of the Middle Ages.

It is characteristic of the Protestant
churches, except for a few visionary
sects of slight membership and influence,
that they have always been in a subsidiary

position towards the ruling economic
and political interests. While they have
served such interests—as Anglicanism,

Calvinism, Congregationalism and Me-
thodism have all done in their turn—
they have often been endued with a kind
of translated vigour, but they have never
thriven independently, and where the
Protestant churches remain of any im-
portance to-day, they are so by virtue of
their integration with the existing system
of domination.

But the actual power and influence of
Protestant sects has declined radically
from the last century. Protestantism,
based on doubt of Catholicism, was itself
particularly susceptible to doubt, and the
ruling classes quickly tended to lose re-
liance on it as their main means of
ideological support when it was subjected
1o damaging forms of criticism. Parallel
systems of thought began to give that
support in theory and myth which every
system of authority finds essential for its
continuance. Scientific materialism, itsclf
the most important enemy of Christian
thought, gave its own support to capital-
ism, and the State through Huxley's ex-
treme preaching of the inevitability of the
struggle for  existence. Nationalism,
blossoming to full vigour in the period
after 1848, gave new ideological symbol-
isms. The rise of pseudo- scientific racial
doctrines prepared the way for a situation
in which Hitler could create a national

ideology that had no need for Christian-
ity, while the messianic element in Marx’s
historical doctrines was later to provide
a synthetic religion for the rulers of
Russia.

In these conditions, surrounded by so
many more potent systems of symbelism,
the Protestant tradition has declined in
most countries to a secondary servant of
the ruling class, of little intrinsic power
or danger. Occasionally an individual
Protestant or a small group within some
Church will become uncomfortably aware
of the import of some of the original
Christian teachings and take a radical
course of action, but such rebellions have
little weight, and in general the Protestant
Churches can be taken as wholly sub-
sidiary to ruling-class interests, and
dangerous only as servants of political
authorities.

The case of Catholicism is, how-
ever, somewhat different, and here the
libertarian faces an institution of vast
experience and a power which, far from
being impaired, is steadily increasing.
The Roman Church, throughout its
history, has always fought to make itself
an independent temporal power; in the
Middle Ages, using the potent weapons
of interdict and excommunication, it
maintained a struggle which was usually
successful -against those rulers who tried
1o challenge its extra-territorial authority
within their own realms, and it su;creded
in keeping its place throughout this long
era as an international body wielding
temporal as well as spiritual authority.

During the Reformation the Church
indeed lost strength as a result of its
own inner corruption and the combined
assault of philosophical scepticism and
the political alliance of nationalis. kings
and rising middle-class financiers. But
the success of the Reformation in
Northern FEurope had the effect of
causing @ toughening in the Roman
attitude; the Counter-Reformation and
rise of the Jesuit order purged away the
rot that had entered the old mediaeval
structure, and closed the ranks of the
Church for a struggle that was to be
waged by every means at its disposal.
The immediate result was the consolida-
tion of Catholicism in Spain and Italy,

Gerard Winstanley

HE only period of Winstanley's life

abour which much is known is that
in which he was leader of the Digger
movement; namely the years 1649 and
1650,

Winstanley was born in 1609 at Wigan.
At the age of twenty he went 1o London
and served an apprenticeship in the cloth
wrade. Fourieen years later he left
London and went 1o Cobham in Surrey.
Al some time prior to 1648 he mel
William Everard, an ardent leveller (the
levellers were a group of men who,
st the time of the English Civil War,

advocaied Political Democracy on the
basis of universal manhood sufirage).
Everard was probably an important

factor in twrning Winstanley's thoughts
irom religion, which had once mono-
polised them, 10 politics. In January,
1649, Winstanley published  tract which

combined religious ideas of & struggle
ol] reason  and nighteousncss  against
selfishness, with the Anarchist-

Communist theories which arc charac-
lerislic of his lawer writings. In this
iract Winstanley nays:—
lh:l have now obeyed the command of
lslhl which bid me declare all this
abroad. 1 have declared it and 1 will
m*‘h"u‘ 'lhbr_wora of mouth. 1 have
e l.wdm It by my pen. And when
doth unio me the place
how he will have us that
People 10 manure and

then lands, 1 will
go forth and declare it in my action,

= ol oy l:'mu with the sweat of my
%, without cither giving or taking
¥ Inml ‘l upen the land as freely mine

o
« =+« I have an inward per-

suasion that the spirit of the poor sha]_l be
drawn forth ere long, to act materially
this law of righteousness.”

In April, 1649, this programme was
put into action on St Georges Hill, near
Cobham. Here twenty to thirty poor men,
under the leadership of Winstanley, began

to dig and sow the wasteland. They
invited the local populace to come in and
join them, promising them food and

drink and clothing. From the very begin-
ning of their experiment, however, the
Diggers met with hostility. In the first
week they were attacked by a mob, of
over one hundred people, which destroyed
the tools of the Diggers and burnt down
a house which has been built by them.

Despite this hostility, Winstanley's fol-
Jowers continued with their work; but
soon their activities were brought to the
notice of the Council of State and the
Surrey J.P's were ordered w  take
measures against them.

Two troops of horse were dispatched
w St. Georges Hill to investigate what
was happening; the Diggers were Pacifists
and allowed the soldiers o carry off
Winstanley and Everard 1o London, in
order 10 explain their action personally
o General Fairfax, An interview be-
tween Winstanley, Everard and Fairfax
ook place; a few days later the Diggers
were driven from their land, although
they scon managed 1o return. They were,
however, subjected to continual acts of
violence from the local landowners who
saw that the Digger movement was a
direct challenge 1w the ‘rights’ of pro-
perty. Time and time again the Diggers'
sceds  were uprooted and  their  tools
destroyed.

The Diggers struggled on through 1649
but in March, 1650, they were finally
driven away; so they removed the entire
sertlement to a nearby heath. The forces
of order were determined, however, that
the Diggers should be given no peace, and
a week before Easter a local clergyman,
Parson Platt, led several men 1o the
Digger settlement. The men set fire to
the Digger's houses and furniture and
scattered their belongings. The Diggers
were threatened with death of they re-
turned. It is significant that the clergy
were the greatest enemies of the Diggers.

This ended Winstanley's attempt to in-
troduce primitive Anarchist-Communism
into England. From then onwards Win-
stanley devoted himself to spreading his
opinions by means which did not include
direct action,

A moderately clear idea of Winstanley’s
political, social and religious views can be
obtained from his writings,

In Winstanley’s Utopia, government
was 10 be retained. Burt his ideal govern-
ment was so different from any govern-
ment that has, or does exist that it hardly
deserves the name. Parliament was 1o
remain, but it was to be a body elected
by universal suffrage, liule more, in fact
than a judicial and administrative com-
mittee.

Winstanley believed that a new social
order would greatly reduce the incidence
of crime, but he was under the impression
that all types of society had to be
governed by law. The laws were 1o be
s0 simple, however, that they could be
applied by the community as a whaole,
without the intervention of judges

Gecrge Orwell 3/6
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Wi ley believed in the abolition of
private property; he thought it would end
social divislon, for no man would be com-
pelled 1o become another's wage-slave in
order 1o maintain his own existence. The
cultivation of the wasie-lands was in-
tended 1o be the first step towards this
abolivon of property. \ginsunley be-
lieved however, that it was a step which
could be accompanied within the frame-
work of the existing order, and without
prejudice 10 the landlords.

In common with other men of the
17th century, Winstanley at first saw the
world from a purely religious point of
view. For Winstanley, however, God was
not & personal deity but a “First prin-
ciple through the recognition of which
men may become aware of the essential
unity and harmony of the universe. That
spirit manifests itself in men as the spirit
of love and righteousness which enables
them o live in love and harmony with
their fellows.  An individual becomes
comscious of the presence of God in him-
tell when be baw conguercd his desire for

thar nuture sclfishness

and greed . . ., "

Winstanley also identified God with

reason; towards the end of one of his
pamphlets, “The Saint's Paradise”, he
SBYEI—

“The spirit that will purge mankind is
pure reason . . . Though men esteem this
word reason too mean a word to set forth
the father by, yet it is the highest name
that can be given to him.” However, he
never supported organised religion and
was always bitterly anti-clerical. He
clearly saw that state-supported religion
had always been one of the strongest
bulwarks of the existing order.

As time went by, Winstanley slowly
abalnd.oned the theological framework in
which his social theories had at first
been contained. In his last work, “The
Law of Freedom”, his atttude is almost
purely materialistic.

Francis Kine.

ALL the same, it would hardly be

correct 1o consider Winstanley's
The Law of Freedom as an amarchistic
work, with s Overseers, Soldiers, Task-
masters,  Executioners, Fudges and
Parliament —Eps.

FREEDOM

THE LIBERTARIAN an

and the winning back of France and
Ireland, where the Protestants  had
triumphed temporarily.  Incidentally, in
the process, the Church introduced intp
European politics 2 method of inter-
national infiltration by a F:ft'-ll"_"-'f zealoy
which is to-day used by the Communig
Pope of Russia.

From the Counter-Reformation the
policy of the Church of Rome became
clear, and it has remained unchanged. It
has been to consolidate and expand the
F._h:rch as an international organisation =
with complete spiritual and te F
power. For this purpose the ‘hur?y
entered into every alliar L
convenient, and, posses .
instead of an hereditary hierarchy, i
contrived to retain a resilience and a
tinued efficiency which more rigid
have lacked. Monarchies have
dictators have fallen, but the Cal
church has continued, and to-day,
again, is sirengthening its hold in
parts of the world. In Englang
instance, long a stronghold of Prog
ism, the Roman Catholic Chi
possesses a larger number of
members than even the ;
England, and many distinguis
lectuals have entered its fold i
years. -

The spread of Catholicism,®
the temporal power of the Vil
only be countered if it is undeg
the sole object of the Roman
the furtherance of its own
authority. The Church of
support various pa!iu_ca! rulers, |
for its own convenience; LN
wholly committed, will fight aga
ruling-class creed, like Nazi_sm o
munism, that appears a major
its own powers, and will desert
without hesitation, as it did F#
Italy when the Allies triumpheds

Nor is the Church of Rome
mitted necessarily to the 8
political conservatism. In Spais
licism is reactionary, in France
it is “Christian Socialist”, in E
even assumes a kind of fake H
ism, talking in broad terms o
violibility of the individual. In
Canada it can be seen in the
transition from advocacy of thed
ary Quebec capitalists 1c suppel
radical movement the
Canadian workers.
pretended radicalism was
provided as early as the latter y&
past century, in such .
nouncements as Rerum N

Because of its adaptabilityss
is an international organisatio
represents the one living and
religious body, because it
social tendencies and ables
protective colouring, because
capable of advocating fa
country and some parody offi
in another, the Roman Cath
is the most dangerous singles
in the world to-day, and the
should always remain conscious
fact. A Catholic writer once
to me that he thought the
come when Fascism and
alike would be things of the
when the last struggle for the
man would take place berween
cism and Anarchism. His vision
haps over-simplified, but ai least
recognise the fact thar the
Church represents the prototyp
human authority and that its pre
are incompatible with the hopes of
who seck the fullest and most
freedom of relationships between
man.

GEORGE WooDcoe
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and this has necessitated a drastic reduction
Freedom and its predecessor War

We are therefore offering to readers alm
plete files of these journals, covering the years “=
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This collection—equal to ten volumes
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July 8th, 1950

What is Russia?

“What is so sad as an old revolt
Or men without teeth?
They bit the world with their teeth
But their gums bled 10 death
Say, what is so sad . . "
—from a poem of the

1

ON March 30th, at 8.30 p.m., in New

York's Webster Hall, before an
Budience of around 2,000, an historic
event took place. Earl Browder, general-
secretary of the CPUSA from 1930-44
8t Max Shachtman head of the ISL
ormerly WP), Trotskyite and theoreti-
in of bureaucratic collectivism in debate
n platform: the subject: Is Russia
ist Community?

carly forties.

Vhat was phenomenal about this was
for the past 20 years Stalinists have
a policy of never debating Trotskyites.
re sign of comrage and conviction.)
of course, Browder was no longer a
pist (2 Stalinist, that is). He had
d out of his post and expelled
e party and finally relieved of a
pon-pacty job as book agent for
press. He was in disgrace, a
fthe imperialists”. He was the
@t of the right-oriented strategy
It years. The thing is, he prob-

it and to hold w ones
CP means 1o pay for them.

ow, Browder should want to
pan after all these bitter
view of the anticipated
pected him 1o get) was
ed. The most interesting
"being: Browder had a death
Pbefore passing on, wished to tar
ih the Trotskyite brugh as a Jast
the party—a lag the Trials at

A 11

‘began by giving the classical
the Marxian scheme of the
jip berween development of tech-
gpd the unfolding of secialism.
in “%'s how Russia had
He apologised for the
standard of living has lagged
that “All Russia is an Army”.
jic gains consequently take
(1) Accumulavon of New
Education (!); (3) Security:
lery, Plancs, Tanks, Awom
" He interjected the Cold War
topic of the night—Shacht-

man
another night), and said he was for
the Co-Existence of the two systems. He
pointed to the co-existence of American

later offered to débate this on

slave-holding and capiatlist sociery for
IU_U years. (He forgets it was a co-
existence based on 2 mutual agreement to
exploit each his separate tract. He also
seems to have forgotten that the. co-
existence finally ended in a gigantic and
terribly bloody war.

“Every new factory is a step toward
socialism,” said Browder. (And what
about the A-bomb plant at Oak Ridge,
Mr. Browder?)

111}

Shachtman began: “I've waited a long
time for this.” He regretted the fact that
it was not the presem: general secretary

of the CP but “Beggars can't be
choosers.™
Shachtman gave his definition of

socialism : —

1. Cemmunal ownership of the means
of producticn,

Demaocraric control.

Abolition of classes.

Production for use.

Abundance as a pre-requisite for
the freeing of man,

He granted a growth in industry but
showed that rates in the U.S. and Japan
had been just as high, higher or almost
as high. Did this make U.S. or Japan
socialist?

b L T

He claimed real wages had declined.

He showed that the ratio in the
workers' camp alone between lowest and
highest paid was 50 or 60 to 1.

He 1told of Lenin's principle of
wages:  bureaucrats, technicians and
functionaries 10 be paid the average wage.

(A shout from the audience: Hom much
did Trowsky get?)

He showed how the Bureaucracy re-
ceived 100 times the average worker's
wage (throughout he used only official
Stalinist sources: Pravda, Izvestia, etc—
Browder never challenged one of his
statistics), ‘100 vimes the average wage,”
Shachtman shouted, “Is this Socialism?”

“Go peddle your Socialism to the
Pentagon Building!™

He

Imemalmtl’mimm the Labour Book,
individual’ A5port on which even the
® divorce(s) are mentioned,

Things that Hipjer started.

Speaking of the SaFELrs A the "slave
labour camps he ggiq - sl
operate on this slogan ‘f\l‘;sl the Soviets
paying enterprise or giye ‘l.t“uk: your life a

He mentioned  the abg, .

3 min. "
described a prospect of nL.;FECa ]:?_';“"“g‘
construction in  Moscow [Calur? ment
vant's room in the apartment ng ser-

He cited the sharp declipe

position of woman's freedom Tilr; oy
actionary reform of the divorce law: ::c

mother medals.

He spoke of the fetish : -
and reminding Browder lhafh??gxl\f&fq
himself had on two separate occasions f::'s
IWW in World War I and as CP'er in
early World War II} spent some time as
a fellow worker in a nationalised enter.
prise, namely the Federal penitentiaries
at Leavenworth and Atlanta, Ga.

He waid that over 95% of the CEC of
the Bolshevik Party in 1917 had been
liquidated and that cven if (which we
don’t) accept the traitor-spy explanation
of Stalin, that if we accepr Stalin’s ex-
planation then there must have been
something awful rotten in the Kingdom of
the Russias to cause tried revolutionaries
to betray in that extent.

Shachtman ended with a question direct
to Browder as to what if Stalin-boy did
come over here: “Who would be the first
to get a bullet in his head. You or I}"

“That,” he said, “woud be a sporting
proposition.”

He then cited the fates of the former
general secretaries of the CP of Hungary,
Roumania, Albaria, Bulgaria.

He leaned sidewise, he stretched his
arm and pointed a taut finger at Browder:
“There, but for an accident of geography,
stands a corpse.”

v

In his rebuttal Browder pointed to
progress in Poland compared with decay
in Italy. He spoke of France and showed
how the standard of living was declining
in Western Europe. Shachtman had
talked about tea and scap, showing there
was less preduced per capita in pre-
WWII Russia than in pre-WWI Russia.
Browder countered with some contrary
figures on shoes and textiles. (Maybe

The Vew York Debate -

BROWDER
Vs.

SHACHTMAN

Browder is right about the shoes and
textiles.  Who can tell in the welter of
lies than Soviet statistics are? (And then
there was that story about a bowl of
lentils (but again why be so smart in the
face of suffering).

Browder denied that immediate con-
sumption could be the only rule of an
advancing ecenomy. He said Shachiman
I(_sr wanting this was a reactionary,
b!n\plan, clerical Christian socialist. He
said the means to socialism was being
created in the USSR, and that socialism
leads 1o democracy.

In his rebuttal and in his answer to
the questions about Italy and France,
Shachtman told this story: -

“An American visitor went to Russia.
In Moscow he was shown the subway.
He locked. ‘Look at the tiled floor,’ said
the guide, “Wonderful, eh?’

“'I'd like to see the trains.
the next train due?’

“‘Look here at these murals——'

" Where are the trains?’ said
visitor.

“‘Lock at these toilets,” said the guide,
‘flush toilers.” &

*““Yeah, but where are the trains?”

**Trains, trains, said the guide—
‘Whar about the sharecroppers in the
South?’

Shachtman said Socialists should ask
two guestions when they talk about pro-
gress toward socialism: (1) Is standard of
living of the masses going up? (2) Is
State coercion going down?

Vv

In his Re-Rebuttal, Browder said that
the USSR is 1,000 times more demo-
cratic than the so-called democracies of
the West and urged us to look upon and
forgive the sins of the USSR as those
of “a mobilised army".

**Shachtman is in the service of the war
mongers.”

“The NAM would be pleased with my
opponent’s speech to-night.”

VI
What can one say to all this? Blood
under the bridge. Where stood Trotsky

When is

the

3

at Kronstadt? Shachtman and others in
the WP have admitted that perhaps some
“mistakes” were made. Of course, the
WP (ISL) is not eyen the official
Trotskyist party. The Old Man himself
having read them out in 1941 Their
independence of the “old men’ and their
emphasis on democracy, and their con-
cern with the problem of bureaucracy are
encouraging factors.

On the other hand, what of Browder?
Gray and worn, he clings to his ideas and
his life-long hope—seemingly he will go
down to the grave with them and if he
has his wish—possibly it will be dug BY
Stalin’s slave-labourers.

The crowd at the meeting was I_:kc “a

class reunion of the left communists of
the past two decades.”” Yup, it Was old
home night (but there was no home o
come home to, was there?) ;
Thus, even in the world Trotskyist moves
ment (an infinitesimal sect), the theory af
supporting the USSR as * a degenerated
workers’ state” is the major point of View.
In the U.S. this fraction is at least twicc
as strong (numerically). The Trotkyist
movement of England and France secms
to be declining.

These new ideas of the importance of
democracy and personality as opposed 1o
technic and “history”, seem inevitably to
burst the shell of Marxism.

Shachtmanites claim that Marxism
means that one must be ready o scrap
old hypotheses and accept new better ones
even if these are anti-Marx's writings and
predictions or go into areas Marx never
considered. If one wishes, I suppose ong
can still call this Marxism. (Browder, toc,
was a Marxist—and to me with his
straight technical line he sounded more
like one)} but, of course, it matters not
what one calls it. What marters is what
we do, think and feel.

Perhaps if we asked ourselves what we
want to do to-morrow, we'd get a better
idea of what socialism is.

Vi
Everyone had come with great expecta-
tons. I left disappointed. After all,
what did it matter: one Stalinist still kept
his illusions, in spite of everything (that
was kind of terrifying though). Yet one
felt that the real problems lay elsewhere.

Jack GaLLEGO.

DISATION

‘man told of an advertisc-

before asking for 300
parachutes.  When
icants arrived they sorted
ed 25, which was all they
first place. Any who were
er 20 or weighed more than
‘were not wanted. He added:
n 1 know who is about my
had thiny years' experience
could not get a Jock in there.
people’s got 10 be all one size
and 1 suppose preuty soon
them 10 all look just alike.”

o s S A Y, 1950,
> TO THE OTHER
J 0d) Russell said 1o-day the

was  increasing 100

‘should be universal
e pomsian o s o

News Chronicle, 27/6/50.

HE Commission of Inguiry which

was set up to investigate the causes

of the shooting at Enugu in Nigeria, last

November when the police opened fire on

a crowd of African miners, killing twenty-
cne, has now published its report.

Two points in the report are of
particular interest. The first is that I_hx:
Commission does not accept police

evidence that the crowd was armed:

“We are forced to the conclusion that
the only weapons possessed by the miners
were sticks, which they always carry for
walking on the sloping ground, and (the
implements of mining, such as pick-
handles and picks.

“That crowd was assembled there for
some hours, and yet there appears to have
been no atlempt to use force against the
police. Not one policeman was injured,
not one¢ missile was thrown at them.

FOREIGN COMMENTA X

three

Near the magazine door therc were b
where

policemen cut off. It is true that
is some evidence that they were struggling,
but if the crowd were bent on uUsIng force
against the police, nothing could have
saved those police from grawe Injury,
whereas in fact they were not injured at
all. Yet this was onc¢ of the main con-
iributory factors  which decided Mr.
Philip 1w n fire. We feel bound 1o
state that the report made by the police
10 the Chief Commissioner that the police
were anacked by s lot of armed miners
was pot substantisted by the evidence."

What an unfair blow st the infallibility
police, who the report, poliely, ol
course, calls Jiars and perjurcrs!

The second point of inicrest is an
suack by the Commission on the in-
fallibility of the workers' leaders. They

satisfied that a grest deal of the
tension at Eougu was causcd by

utterly unscrupulous manner”’  in
which used le:oliliu“ s secretary
f‘ the union w increase his influcnce and

It says:

imprﬂtﬂ! by the
submitted con-
£1,500 which he
Jevy of litle
ibed by the
union was without funds.

he alone was res-
ments 0 L

ol the men, and he
pol himsell initiate)
e on s entirely
X . e are quite
y who would allow
union 10 make

REPORT ON NIGERIAN

such disproportionate and extravagant
gifts. while he may still enjoy their con-
fidence, is utterly unworthy of the trust
and responsibility which must be given
to a trade union leader.”

*

NO FREE DISCUSSION
IN RUSSIA—BY STALIN

E are always being assured by Com-
. munists that in Russia there is
complete freedom of discussion ar all
levels both in the factory as well as in
the more exalted scientific circles. They
siill maintained this position in spite of
the Lysenko affaire. But what do they
now say since no less a person than
comrade Stalin himself has spoken—and
w the effect that there is no freedom

of discussion in Russia on scientific
questions ? , _
The Daily Worker did not publish

Stalin’s article, and only passing reference
to it is made in their Moscow corres-
pondent's report of another article in an

jssue of the Bolschevik, “the leading
theoretical journal of the Soviet Com-
munist Party”. But even this report

makes certain interesting admissions.
“Bolschevik says that ceriain scientisis,
instead of using arguments and sc!cnll_ﬁc
truths against those who disagree with
them, ‘prefer revenge on them through
administrative channels’.” And he com-
ments that "It will certainly blow like a
fresh wind through the corridors of those
scientific institutions where, according 1o
Bolschevik, free discussion between parti=
of different schoals has been shunned.
“The article says that some professors
appear 1o lack the courage |n.s|§ur :tr::::
point of view on subjects conce r“"fll didsi
speciality, mercly because In sumx. |.|=
another  opinion  has been l'l]’!rl\n.\F
often by someone insufficiently qualified

*

Stalin's article was a persanal u!mh ul:
the Russian philologist, N. Y h"“l"ll‘:l
it is generally felt that it s Iniended 2
have a much wider llllpill"lj. aI such state

cnis a8 the following indicale
““'r"h is  generally recognised lhaah I::
science can develop and Hourigh wit “-[
a baitle of opinions, without Ilt.‘:llum '-J
criticiam.  But this generally Jununnn:l
rule was ignored and flaunted in the mos
unceremonious fashion. wp “I.|..“-
fallible leaders, having ensured themse yes
against all possible criticisiy pgan Lo act
arbitrarily and high-handedly ;

Of course, one has 10 exclude Stalin
himself from these aitacks, for the very

fact that his siatement will ha thc effect
of upsetting the existing “line”, without
surely proof of comrade

discussion, 15
Stalin's continui
Of the existing

cd infallibility !
conditions of sciences

MASSACRE

and the arts in Russia, Stalin wrote:

“A regime has prevailed which is alien
to science and men of science. The
slightest criticism of the state of affairs
in Soviet linguistics, even the most timid
attempt 1o criticise the so-called “new
doctrine” in linguistics, was persecuted
and suppressed . . . Waluable linguistics
workers and researchers were dismissed
from their posts or demoted for being
critical of N. Y. Marr's heritage or ex-
pressing the slightest disapproval of his
teachings. Linguists were appointed 1o
leading posts not on their merits but be-
cause of their unqualified acceptance of
N. Y. Marr’s theories.”

What a damning admission by the Red
pope himseli! And to have made such
a statement, which must seriously jeopar-
dise the propaganda efforts of Russia's
fifth column throughout the world, is
surely an indication of the extent to which
the rot has set in, and how widespread
is corruption in Russig to-day, and the
fear amongst men of science to state
honestly what they believe to be the truth.

Stahn, in his stalement,
writes: us i Marr's
Marxism!" Who knows, perhaps one day
the Russian people will wake up and save
themselves from Stalin's infallibility.

*
REUTER report from Singapore
(23/6/50) swaes that “The first
woman 10 be condemned under Mnl:_\-u s
-mergency regulations was sentenced 1o
:Iru:hs w-day at Raub, Pahang. She is
Ho Mun-wah, aged 13, the daughter of a
wealthy Chinese merchant and was ac-
cused ‘of posessing a h nr:n:a.-it-.d N
“Five other ('Ilmcn-l execuLe at
. i uc sl
Pudo to-day. An official communique s
they were caught after @ sharp fight with
the police on May #ih."
tI\I it lm late Lo protest? And who are
the term we who possess a hand-
grenade or those who condemn o death
& woman for posiessing (she was not even
accused of wiing) & hand-grenade ?

*
ORWELL'S “THOUGHT
POLICE™ AT WORK, 1950

’1'}1I<’, News Chronicle (26/6/50) reports
that “More than 800 displaced per-
sons were detained aboard the ship in
New York harbour until they had "F"“’
declarations that they were not Com-
munists, as required by new United
States law.

“They also had 1o swear that they had
never belonged to any of the maore than

100 organisations listed as subversive.
LIBERTARIAN.

o

In Brief:

Two Explosions in Spain
A military powder magazine exploded

near Valladolid ten days ago. A week
before, a similar dump blew up near
Barcelona.

Head-hunting in Albania

Eight alleged Yugoslav Trowskyite spies,
including one woman, went on trial before
an Albanian military court in Durres
on June 10th, the official agency ATA
reported from Tirana.

The eight were charged with espionage
and sabotage, specifically in connection
with the railways.

—and Formosa

June 10th.—A military firing squad
executed four persons, including a woman,
convicted as ringleaders of the Chinese
Communist underground on Formosa.

The four were arrested in a spy round-
up last February and March, and the
executions came less than half-an-hour
after the group had been sentenced.
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THE FREE LOVE CONTROVERSY

is Immaturity 2?

American male, findings of psychiatrists,
wardens of remand homes, and so on.
That marital fdelity may Bbe the
characteristic of the immature (defining
immaturity as a regression (o an earlier
phase of life) can scarcely be denied—
one is always coming up against “stable”
married people
are almost infanti

1 unmarried anar-
chists in free unions devoid of possessive-
ness who to have reached a more
nced stage of evolution.

seem

Jealousies, temper, tantr
often characteristics of the
of a marris who
sight of the serene
is having ot

The International Congress

We continue below publication of translations of the {cﬁolu-
tions of the International Anarchist Congress held in Paris last

November.
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and opportunist
been one of the
SUCCESS,

ternational, the most
cs were applied by Marx
and Engels against the anti-authoritarian
and federalist tendencies—a campaign of
calumnies against Bakunin,
tion of documents, a “‘rigged”
in the Federal Council, the surprise ex-
pulsion of their principal ad ari of

the Left.

i his friends seized
towns of R
the other
- e
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marxist theory
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brown or white,

[The second part of this resolution will
appear in the concluding article in this
series in the next issue of Freedom.]
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LONDON ANARCHIST GR®UP
SUMMEngsgCHOOL

Trade Union Club, Great Newport St,
W.C.2 (near Leicester Square Station).

AUGUST 5th—7th

e —
IMPORTANT
CLOSING DATE

In order to facilitate arrangements
for meals and accommodation, we
find it necessary to make the
closing date for application

FRIDAY, 21st JULY.

Any comrades applying after that
date will have to arrange for
their own meals. We are sorry
but the caterers will not extend
the date.
We would be grateful if, when-
ever possible, comrades would
send the full fee (E1) when making
application, or if this is incon-
venient, 5/- booking fee, as our
immediate outlay is considerable.
A programme of lectures will be
circulated in due course. Speakers
so far include Alex Comfort,
Albert Meltzer, John Hewetson,
Sam Fanaroff.
Admission to individual
2/-. Social 2/-.
All communications to
Pat Cooper,
613, Finchley Road, Hampstead,
N.W.3.

lectures
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note

criticisms made

in the
slavia and the I

ish Soci
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Communis In their
> Socialist

The I. L. P. and
Tito’s Regime

'AGE ONE

% FROM

those with experience of the arrogance of

the military representatives o both
nations, but which really does not take
much account of military probabilities.

What the War did

It is natural that people should be si
of war when one sees how terrifically it
has hit Germany and brought down with
a crash the whole edifice of Central
Europe—the aftermath persists; trains
still bring in P.o.W.s back from Russia
and Poland (I saw a dozen get off at a
station on the Danube; they were back
from Albania and looked as if they were
back from hell). The Communists have
of course, no greater opponents than those
who have seen what life is like in Russia
and survived; this may account for the
reluctance of Stalin to allow more to
return.  Forlorn po: n the
ask the homecome have
of on or husband, heard
in

We have nothing to be pro
contemplating the desolation
struck at the heart of Europe.

ix years of “blood, toil, tears and swe
hacking away at the pillars that held up
our house as well. Could Hitler hav
been overthrown any other way? There
does not seem to be any doubr about it

stations
heard
of

if they
“last

that
We s

now. His

international

nationalism was only

the threat to thei aperialisms

forced the heads of other states to break
with him. But they did not do so, up
to the moment of war.

He had, therefo
run of reasonable
accompaniment to

a six years’ clear
erity, the natural
ment, plus trade

P A few isolation and
his regime would h collapsed. This
the Chamberlains and Chorchills could

not believe because they
economic p i
saw where

had accepted his
i they finally
ims led.

We certainly r
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nger believe the
v that the Germans

were “all Nazi can see (o-day
in Eastern Germany apparatus
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same
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Are we to

¥ Western
many which is not un in’s thumb.
Is 1t a biological difference betwee:
Germans who happen to e on
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of_eﬂeuti\'e democracy become
quite meaningless from this
perspective.
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Lot us step back a little and look
at the problem from a broader view-

point. In 1910, Korea was annexed by
Jlnpun- Before then its people  had
lived under a stable, static agrarian

society of the kind that is called feudal
in the west. Property divisions were
absolute and almost changeless. The
mass of the people were peasants, and
like most peasants in our epoch, were
miserably poor. Shackled by poverty

tan population had no control
over their destinies.

The Jupanese treated
. colony, and exploited
No doubt Japanese puk
apologists of other imperia
occasion to dilate on the benefits of
bringing  capital, developing  industry
ond all the rest of it. But the Korcany
were still not their own masters.

{ As v us 1943, the great powers
l(m“-' be it yet again  noted, the
“‘l:t‘luu themselves)  were discussing
s uture of l_(nma its separation from
apan, jts div spheres  of
it 3 and - The J

: feplaced by the Americans o
the Russians, and then by their pn]lp:'t.y

Now it is im i :
. No portant to real
dividing & alise that
latitude does no? e i P

the country as
cffu

ms, found

K 0 B E A The Pou

prev: 1 mood among the Korean
population. But the more ambitious—
also as elsewhere—seek to utilise the
struggles between the great powers to
what they conceive to be their
or the country's advantage. Such
people gravitate towards the Russians
or the Americans without much care
for ethical considerations, or for the
alleged ideological structure of either.
Needless to say, such *‘utilisation™ is
reciprocal; these arc the people whom

own

the occupying powers use as their
puppets  ar agents. In the upshot
the general population remains  poor,

erushed down and oppressed. Now they
are having their lands ravaged by a war.

IMPERIALISM IN ASIA

capitalist only the cold
war. For 1 % are  either
agents 2 of  Russia or “loyal to
A nerica”—or  to  Britain. Actually,
imperialism in Asia has entered on a

new ]1]I¢l€i the peoples are more or
less consciously aware that they don’t
want any kind of imperialist dom
tion "'.d are less tolerant of tra
Slumn,-‘uhc tyranny.  Native politicians
identify themselves with one or othe
of the conflicting class and %

ers Use the People
Struggle

in

Bases

Their
For

woo them wi military equipment, and
turn revolutionary aspirations to their
own advantage whi harryving the
Western imperialisms. What is hap-
pening in Korea has been happening
E a, is going on in Malaya. The
se forces of reaction or of
unrest, while kecping their eves on the
question of strategic bases. It is they
who dispose; the Asiatic millions endure
and suffer. It is shese people that we
are interested in—not the "n'ﬂ]!lls" and
“wrongs” of imperialist competitors—
for us they arc all wrongs.

THE WAR SCARE

Ii we insist on this question of the
right of the peoples of .-\sia' to order
their own i idual lives without the
magchine-ilke intervention of this or that
loeal tyranny, or which ever Illlpl.‘rln‘l-
ism is for the moment in control; if
we insist on this, is mot only be-
cause of the intrinsic justice ::[ such_a
standpoint. It is also to lift jus in
Europe and America (and we wish we
could add, in Russia also) out of th‘c
parochialism of the war scare. It is
not envugh to see the war in Korca as
simply a threat to our security, our
“peace”.  To limit our viewpoint in this
way, is onc step on the road to acecpt-
ing the i of the main

"

iutsruh. Russia  and  America
whichever seems to

interests.

U.S. support the cconomic

status quo, and offer the “advantages™
R
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antagonists, and line up behind one or
or the other of them in the war pre-
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the world have ome interest in common,
to secure for each and every individual
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there was nothing further
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that one hears the general T

have all or

of it. But war and totalita
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Russian Army
a situation which Briush Impe
never tolerate, and which was
not taken 1o account by

strategists whom the Press assured
50 I
having

brillian and
repeated at Yalta and
the same mistakes ChamB

at Munich (which the 1§
Government{ having assented ©0
followed, cannot capitalise on for g

inspired.

purposes, so thar he escapes the
ignominy) the ground has been p
for the Third World War that br

Central Europe to-day like a ;an-io:

(To be continued)
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the right to order his own life in con-
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