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“Revolutionaries themselves are

the last people to realise when
through force of time and cir=
cumstance, they have _:.'I‘-'ldl”'”ﬁ
become conservatives.”

—Constant Lambert
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T',”"Tﬂu.' Right to the Necessitie

Rationing represents an

" made by a government to regulate consumption in the

—in so far as this term has meaning
- like ours. Its overt aim is to see that in a situation

able rise in prices, prevented.

S

of Life

'TO R B j ® ]
RING the last few months the Government have relaxed
contrdl of food consumption through rationing to a very

hlc‘c_\-L?nr_. and it may be opportune to consider the
estion in_ifs broader aspects.

Our NEEDS ?

nf_ scarmt_\.'. the .ntlmml operation of capitalist economics is to some
extent suspended, and the usual outcome of scarcity, a consider-

If it is not prevented, of course,

;he searce mmmuflilics, even though they be necessities like basic
(_mds. become available only to the higher income groups and [!;i“s
right out of the range of the working-class family. i

: In the nineteenth century the
distribution of goods according
to spending power seemed quite
natural to administrators and to
!:I:u: bulk of the ruling class.
|.hut it should to-day appear ob-
viously unjust is an indication
that the moral element which
the earlier socialists and re-
formers imported into the dis-
cussion of political and economic

relationships has, at least to
some extent, permeated thought
in the twentieth century. The
capitalist idea that it was quite
fit that a commodity’s scarcity
should determine its price, and
hence its  distribution, was
largely unguestioned a ecentury
ago; to-day such an economic
mechanism is execrated under
the title of black market.

The whole conception of price
control and the attempt to
secure  equitable  distribution
through rationing derives from
the recognition—belated and
incomplete as it is—that all men
have a right at least to the
necessities of life. It is un-
questionably a progress that such
a conception should now be com-
mon property. But it is also in-
dicative of society and of the
administrative class that this
conception is thought to have
application only during wartime,
The rights of the common man—
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THE TAXI
STRIKE

TRIKES of public transport services
are always unpopular with the general
public be: : are inconvenienced.
In the ta ke in London the
very nmature of the try helped the
workers to strike at their employers while
d a partial service was maintained
the publi
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Making and
Destroying

TEIEK

HERE are at least three ways of looking on cultivated land. It can

be looked upon as a heritage from generations of hard-working men

and women of the past, who have tilled the soil with love and care, keeping

it fertile and in good heart because there is a fundamental relationship
between the well-being of man and the well-being of the land.

Or it can be looked upon simply
because it is good to look upon, be-
cause there is great satisfaction in
seeing the beauty of fat acres of
farming land, patterned by plough
and pasture. Or, the land can be
looked upon as a means of getting
rich quick.

Making the Soil . . .

Three stories have been presented 10

the public recently which have illustrated
each one of these approaches. radio
feature on the islands of Aran, off the
west coast of Ireland, told the story of
how the islanders have had literally to
make the soil from which they wr
meagre livi The Isles of
bare rock jut from the wild At
and” the “dwellers there have
handsful of soil from nooks and crannies
and, toget with sand and scaweed from
the shore, h spread it over the rock,
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le top-soil. Teo
¢ of the wind and pr
from blowing away, they ha
islands with networks of
patiently placing stone on stone, so that
imple living can
s and their

7 cwi. for Ame
. . . and Destroy

This land is not enly useful anc

" of the gres: advantages of being
gegular teader of the daily press
Bt every now and again ope cOmes
| & piece of news which creeps in
Jum by accident. Glancing
the Evening Standard the other
[ found a8 report published quite
y, tucked away in two small para-
referring to 8 fraud case, which
quite the most asounding in-
n since Zeus thought of changing

-~ columns of redecessor War
*VW mll:ll. and everyihi

_ CRETS of the

picture him away from his “Three maids
to run the house, gardener 10 care for
the lawns, chauffeur 1o drive h_|s wo
Juxury cars’—and see him down in d
old smoky Glamorg —ithe rTesi
leader of the coal-miners, the sabotage
organiser of the steel-workers, the agitator
of Neath or Merthyr Tydfil in the strug-
gle against the English Gestapo.
Was Mr. Willoughby d'Eresby
Walmisley the only actor 1n this wonder-
ful game which must have cheered up
many a soul in the dark days of 19407
That hardly seems credible. Doubtless
the tentacles of this embryonic Magquis
strerched all over the country. Perchance
many bright lads with "Varsity voices and
hyphenated names descended upon the be-
wildered boilermakers of the Tyne and
the puzzled pitmen of the Severn, nd
informed them that they were there™io
lead the sabotage, strikes and sgitaton—
only needless to say, not too soon. One
can only ask in wonderment how much
of the compulsory charity we allow them

they threw away on this incredible
manzuvre, by which M5 evidently
imagined it was going 1w change itself

s if by the wuch of a magic wand into
8 revolutlonary erganisation, in the event
of 8 German invasion. i
5 a revolutionary organisation
would have had 1o struggle against
Gestapo which would be working
for the Quisling Government—that wias
plready plain enou h in 1940, and cer-
tginly M.L5 knew 1L, gince they read

(o them there, Acnd

gs obiain their local pa
Not from the insigni
P ons which geve off only
and small-fry
but in the main from the
already existing. And the
o lgat he Nazi grip
shmply 10 dissolve
records. Alas, our

traitors

SECRET

injunctions thar the Br
should do so were uni
bomb did, it is said, manage to de
some of the old ones, but the nev
were built up again fast enough.
It may be, of course, that alone among
the countries of Europe, the British secret
police would not, in the event of a Hitler
victory, have handed over the palitical
dossiers of all elements liable to be dis-
affected against Nazism. Had this unique
event occurred it would have been a
considerable surprise and perhaps dis-
appointment to the police of the fascist
countries, who so seldom failed to get the
co-operation accorded to them by inter-
national usage owing to any indignation

at Belsen and Buchenwald, before thess
became war-slogans.

We must ask oursel too, what
ingenious exercise the hidden brains of
our internal espionage  system have
thought up in the evenl of a Russian
invagion? Can it be that even at this
moment young Archibald Cholmondeley-

ey, special agent, I8 raking up
in the Gorbals, and preparing
: when he will be able to call

for the ¢ ;
upon the Glaswegians 10 rise against their

(making it guite plain, ol
course, which he means)? We would
point out o our regular but Anonymous
readers in Whitehall responsible for such
high jinks that there is only one way
possible for him @ prepare— and that is

oppressors

o gain @ reputation Aas a  militant

organiser beforeh but to ally this with

with party politics. However, severa
isations are already doing this §

comes they will |

the time

on lp whatever bandwaggon is going.
We are afraid that the ex-militants of the
type known everywhere, who made the
grade in party politics and became
party leaders, who have already achieved,
or will ultimately schieve, posiuons of

power, will soon push amateurs like
young Chulmundulc)‘-t?hu]n:umlvlcy off

the cart.

POLICE

Let us realise, more seriously, that in
the event of such an invasion the very
: now engaged in the witch-hunts
d purges of Communists and other
mpathisers with Russian Imperialism
(who will ultdmately extend this purge in
lime of war to those anti-war and not
merely pro-the-other-side) will be the
most likely collaborationists. The Nazis
never recruited their e chiefs from
the odd boobs who drified to fascist
meetings; in the case of men like Chiappe,
they were the officials already established,
and determined to remain established, 1f
the Russians had to establish a govern-
ment based on the Communist movement,
they would soon fail. But their likeliest
Quislings are those people now most
respectable, patriotic and -.mu-Ruln'un.
who in the event of a Russian victory
would think of "How 10 help their
country” just as did Petain, and as this
would naturally coincide with their own
interests, it would mean an establishment
of the status quo.

We can see in
day secret police meth
violent witch-hunt n_-l
-edness and pinkness, a mania for
ing our anyone even mildly un-
orthodog, in such a fashion that scarcely
any af the cabinets of their  Allies—
certainly none of the Britsh Cabinet—
could possibly remain in public life had

Th

the United States to-
ds  run 1—1
body susy

they been Americans [ spy-mania
o known in France 1940,

life was becoming slightly in-

the same sort of hysteria.

came o the most crucial

as the very people who col-

lected the dossiers as a national pre-
coution  who them over 1o the
national enen We may be forgiven

if we choose to laugh now at some of
the more ludicrous actions of the secret

police, for whom, after all, we have
to pay. It is not always possible 0
laugh.

INTERNATIONALIST.

but beautiful, and to it go

thousands of workers from ingham
and the industrial dungeons the Black
Country to rest their eyes i ner in

But it has been decided
by the Ministry of Fuel d Power that
t area of this low countrysides
between the rivers Teme and Severn. must
be torn up in prospecting for open-cast
coal.

Great machines will rape

the fresh air.

this earth,
deep, piling
unds of and useless
ting a desert that will remai

ore for generations, perhaps
enturies. And for what? For a
relatively small amount of peor gquality
coal produced at a loss for the sake of
the export drive.

The machines - ne
ust come from

bought
be exported for foreign e
food whi i ould If produce

if ir were left alone! There is a limit to
the amount of coal that can be got in
this way; there is no limit to the amount
of food that can be got from this land—
taking the long-term view.

For sheer swupidity, this short-sighted
government edict takes some beating, bur
it is to the credit of the people of
Worcestershire that they are not wking
it lying down. In the words of L. E.
Easterbrook in  the s Chronicle:)
“The protests are coming in not only
from _{hr county council and the district
councils, from the organised farmersy
farm workers, landowners and women's
institutes, but from the town dwellers
also. Never has Worcestershire been: so
united. Never, in peace-time, have hHer
people been in such fighting mood. Good
luck o them.”

Plundering the Soil

And to illustrate the third way of
looking upon the land, we go, as so oftern
before, to America. There, great dust
bowls arc once again being created by
“guit-case” farmers who are grabbing:
land, growing quick crops to cash in om
the government-guaranteed high prices
and thereby exhausting the land. ‘Whem
they pull out, a dollar fortune to the
good, but leaving a desert behind them.
From three million acres in the' Sbhuth-
Western States, the top-soil is blowing
away.

We have discussed the problem of
soil erosion many times before. It is m
problem that will exist as long as am
irresponsible attitude looks upon the land
as something to be plundered for quicks
and private profit—and to hell with the
future. One American “farmer” was
reported as saying: “It's a free country-
A man has the right to do what he wishes
with his own land.”

Contrast that with the words of Robert
Gill, an Aran farmer who has never madée
an easy dollar in his life: “The litde
that 1 can do,” said Gill, “helps those

that will come after me.”
PS.



2
George Padmore : 4FR]CA :

Britain's Third Empire (Dob-
son, 12s. 6d.)

STRANGER in South Africa will be
A quickly infarmed of the folly of

: any opinions on guestions of
m‘,c?ns]itir:ﬂ and social significance. He
I tiﬂ told that they are “peculiar” 10
will ountry and only understood after
':T'"“ _"nr experience. The same advice is
i olib:ral!v to strangers in other
given ies where similar conditions prevail.
cc”\’_‘:‘:: 'mn:r“ are three things common to
= these countries. They all ha_ve a

pm‘nltm~ the basis of u_'hu_‘h 1%

majority of indigen-

le and a ruling minority of
;fm[?:lof descent. They all have
governments in which the majority have
only token represenation and a social
par[cm in which the n_\au-n_a] benefits are
exclusively for the whirte minority. A_nd__
to refer back to our opening observation,
it is this minority which wil advise the
stranger to keep out of local affairs be-
cause of their “peculiar” nature.

The stranger, how{‘\':_r. if he is at all
resourceful, will soon discover the reason
for such a reluctance to f‘.:scuss a_nd
explain local affairs. He“wﬂl find, in-
evitably, that the “peculiar” problems are
the same in all such countries and that it
is pot so much the problems as the
methods used to solve them, which should
pot be discussed with strangers.

A study of George Padmore’s Africa
will throw this situation into sharp focus.
The European settler ar administrator’s
sense of guilt and uncasiness towards
Africa springs partly from an awareness,
subconscious maybe, of applying two
different sets of principals to his life.
Towards his own caste he will show kind-
ness and consideration. Towards those
he imagines o be socially inferior, the
Africans, he will display indifference and
hosti and, by extremists, an open
- It is not difficult to realise that
second attitude of the European
springs from fear and social insecurity.
It is 2 case of men who have gone
forward and created an artificial sociery
and now cannot go back. It is easier 1o
face the consequences with a cultivared

all 5
“colour ;
a conflict between 2

seli-righteousness  and an  aggressive
mination, than it is to face it with
humility and an awareness of great

wrongs done.

It is with & view to this coming crisis
that George Padmore’'s book is valuable,

¢ takes the reader from Gambia to
Sudan, from Uganda 1o the Cape, filling
in the historical and social background of
the coming struggle. Very methodically
the erimes of the European against his
African subjects are listed. By a melange
of starvation, subtlety and the sjambok,
the African has been impelled 1o submit.
To pay taxes when he cannot afford 1o
buy food, to be ejected from his own
tribal lands because mineral weslth has
been discovered, to be conscripted into
mines, 10 be flogged for the most petty

AFRIC

offences, to have sirikes suppressed by
shooting, to have mo say in the con-
ducting of his own affairs. Yet facts do
not convey adequately a picture of this
accumulation of human misery. Words
are meaningless to describe suffering and
human degradation repeated tens of
millions of times. And one knows that
the tragedy, the problem, is so wide, is
so beyond even Africa, that it stretches
to the very reader of this book, who will
either refuse to believe the facts listed or
shrug his shoulders helplessly.

Yet this is not to say that the book
serves no purpose. It is a document
which can be put to much good use,
though one suspects by those already con-

verted. It has also received the dis-
tinction of being banned by the Gold
Coast Government. If the book dis-

appoints, however, it is when the author
leaves the facts of his case, as if they
are not enough, and inserts some
observations of his own.

For example, all through the main
stream of this book is the theme of a
European civilization and form of ad-
ministration being imposed on a distinctly
African way of life, and that this is the
basis for much of the conflict. Yet the
aulbor, despite this, seems to see the
Africans’ objective as one modelling itself
on the European. Parliamentary demo-
cracy, trade unions, national states,
Rhodes Scholarships, wealth after the
European pattern. At the beginning of
the book he laments the passing of the
old decentralized tribal life: *“Before the
disintegration of tribal society occurred,
the Africans held their land collectively.
That is to say, there was no private pro-
perty in land, which was looked upon as
nature’s gift to all the people and not the
exclusive possession of any particular
section.” Towards the end of the book
he is saying: “If the workers also con-
tinue to draw closer together in the fire
of the struggle for economic and social
betterment, the tawdriness and retarding
influence of tribalism will be sharply
revealed, and a spur will be brought to
national unity and the solidarity of the
common people. In this way, trade
unionism can reinforce political national-
ism and provide the key which will open
the door to Africa’s future progress, unity
and amity and the realization of the
United States of Africa.”

And the method to be used to bring
this about? Despite the condemnation
implied by all the facts with which he
presents his case, the political mancuvring
the abortive conferences, the lies and
treachery of the authorities, he persists
in a belief that the solution rests in this
direction. His mistake is to believe that
by political acrion, by a democratic
“gradualism™, by allowing the African
middle-class intellectuals” rto lead their
more ignorant countrymen (not a Mister
Johnson among ‘em), by constitutional
approaches to the British, that something
can be achieved. One cannot help fecling
disappointed that the obvious conclusions

;\n“ h&:r::l\;;g::rqm this book are not shared
__For at intervals through the hook he
illustrates with some reljsh the success
of direct action. Where conferences and
appeals have failed, a5 in the case of
SAVARE 1AXes or unfajr legislation, and the
Africans have resoried to effective and
concerted  passive action, success has
nearly always resulted. Sometimes it has

Can Constitutional Me¢hods
Help the African Worker ?

meant refusal (g pay exorbitant taxes,
once a successfu]l boycott of British con.
sumer goods, Again, the cocoa producers
of the Gold Coast refused to sell their
crops at profitless rates, crops on which
the British were relying to balance their
dollar accounts, until they were given a
fairer deal.

Yet the author pleads:
obvious to anyone even

R
superficially

FREEDQ

acquainted with the problem
these territories that withoy, tth [
ship and active n}opcmion g
educated Africans there can pe % the
development and reconstructioy hl‘*
colonies.”™ n e
Which means that the whige Tnay
continues. ‘g
In fact, one would like to sy
Mr. Padmore’s idea that lasting g
ment and reconstruction depends gt
acive co-operation of the ug8
Africans be changed to: “the acth
co-operation of All Africans

CHarLes Humy

EDUCATION FOR PEAC

INRan article entitled “The Folly of
evolutionary Violence” printed in
Adelphi in the Spring of 1947, G
Wit Wrmc:p g of 1947, George
“The actual use of violence arouses a
brutality which infects large masses of
people. 'l_'hc terrible cruelties practised
by revolutionary idealists , . . show that
even the best intentioned people are
capable of the worst deeds when they
F!cgm to use violence to achieve their
ideas . . . As has been shown by the
degeneration of so many revolutions, after
the hated government has been ovethrown,
(their) actions can lead only to a reign
of fear more crushing than that which
existed before.”

This quotation clearly shows George
Woodcock’s belief in non-violence, and
has phrases “best-intentioned people”,
“worst deeds”, “degeneration of so many
revolutions”, which are expressions of
moral value.

In accepting his statement I also ad-
vocate pacifism as one of the aims of
education.

A parent or teacher cannot aveid
making a choice in determining the type
of environment and opportunities he
presents to children and upon which the
possibilities of their development depend.
One of the functions of a teacher should
be to organise things that will lead to
worthwhile activities. Not to organise
is not to make children free but to make
them impoverished; whereas they should
be at liberty—to accept or not to accept
grown-up suggestions. This applies as
much to gardening or book learning as to
practice in living in a non-violent society.

I am well aware that objection to
pacifism as an aim of education is made
in the name of freedom. It is said that
to try to cultivate non-violent behaviour
is to submit children to unwarrantable
moral pressure. Yet people who make
this objzction at the same time insist on
intellect' and social values without
recognisis the inconsistency, or do not
realise that the essence of a non-violent
approach itself excludes compulsion or
force on the part of those who make ir.
It is a question of persuasion and of
drawing out certain latent qualities rather
than others.

In his book Education for Peace
(Routledge Kegan Paul, 7/6), Herbert

Read seriously discusses the proposition
that “mankind must be predisposed for
peace by the right kind of education™.
The chapters appeared originally as
lectures or articles—one of which inspired
George Woodcock’s, quoted above—and
are based on Read's more complete
statement in Education through Ari.

What is the right kind of education?
There can be no charge of indoctrination
against Read. He belicves it is to be
found in the discipline of art, and his
main point is that the moral basis of
discipline should be aesthetic—not rational
or legal or social. And in one sentence
“Play is the prophylactic of war”, he
sums up nearly all the work and theory
of A. 8. Neill.

In the course of the book Read makes
some penetrating comments on Freud who
admits that he has left part of the riddle
of group formations untouched. Freud
says (in Group Psychology and the
Analysis of the Ego, p. 70):—

“A path leads by way of imitation to
empathy . . Moreover, there is still
much to be explained in the i
tions of existing identifications. These
result among other things in a person
limiting his aggressiveness towards those
with whom he has identified hlrpsc]f, and
in his sparing them and giving them
help.” o

Read comments: ‘It is precisely the
significance of the process of identification
for intellectual life that is our present
concern. When Freud says that a path
leads ‘by way of limitation to empathy’
he may or may not have been aware that
he was indicating the path of art.® It
is true that there is another path—
identification with the leader—the totali-
tarian path in which there is no emphatic
relationship with other people, but only
a blind obedience to one command. But
this is not what we mean by morality:
morality is essentially mutuality, the
sharing a common ideal. And the pro-
cess by which we are induced to share
a common ideal is none other than that
indicated by Freud—the creation of an
emphatic relationship with our fellow
citizens by means of common rituals, by
means of imitation of the same patterns—
by meeting, as it were, in the common
form or quality of the universally valid
work of art.”

Read freely acknowledges hig
another psychologist, Dr. Edward §
and in particular to his book I,
and Pacifism,
that the abolition of governm
make an end to inter-state
marks of Glover on Stare Pa
of intense interest since they
psychalogical, as opposed 19
grounds.  Glover says:

“State worship is a fg
derived from the displacen
dependence”, and thay “f
the State may be in the
material things it is new
ward and superstitious orgamj

ANTHO!

® Read notes that in
various types of poetry in thé
Plato uses imitation 10 meag
ing some natural object or
process by which the peo
assimilates himself to the
he is portraying, and
tinguishes his own persona
time being. This is empath
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PLAN 6 (Journal o
tectural Students Ass
pp- 32. 2/6.

IT would be a pity if rea
bookler under the imp
was just another students |
of gossip, private jokes
articles, because it is noty
at all, but an exciting
piece of pamphleteering in
of the present state of
tecture and education.
The booklet is exwremely S
and its novel typographical

ORWELL’S UNPUBL

LL but a few pages of the June

number of World Review are devoted
to George Orwell who died in January
of this vear. It contains much material
of wvalue towards an assessment of
Orwell's social ideas and Mr, Stefan
Schimanski, as Editor and publisher of
World Review, deserves our thanks and
congratulations for a beautiful production
2t & price well within the reach of every-
one's purse.*

The volume consists of extracts from
George Orwell's unpublished notebooks,
a lonz personal mer by Mr. T. R.
Fyvel and a section d Revaluations
in which five writcrs each contribute a
critical essay n one of Orwell’s major
works, There is al:io a short tribute 1o
Orwell by Bertrand Russell, and an even
shorter Footnote abour 1954 by Aldous
‘H.u_lley which is, in fact, a terrible
indictment of Western democracy.

—_—
* Copics of World Review are obtwin-
able from Freedom Bookshop, price

1s. 6d. (postage 3d.)

—

'HE notebooks were kept over two
periods during the early part of the
war: from May 1940 to August 1941 and
from March w November 1942, The
cxtracts published come from the first
period. They seem 1o me to include a fair
proportion of uninteresting material, but
as the Editor points out, in so far as
it remains “a true reflection of his ideas
at the time" it is of interest for an under-
standing of Orwell,

The notebooks certainly reveal the
struggle between Orwell the humanist and
Orwell the ‘“realist”, and throughout
thzse pages one continually finds examples
of Orwell’s healthy distrust of the ruling-
classes alongside quite reactionary views
which imply a belief in the possibilities of
solving our problems by war, govern-
ments and the very institutions which at
bottom he despises and mistrusts.
(24/6/40); * If the invasion
happens and fai all is well, and we
shall have a defi left-wing govern-
ment and a conscious movement against
the governing class " Two sentences

Thus:

From our stock..

We are pleased to be able to offer

Aftica: Britein's 3rd Empire

Gocrge Padmors  12/6

Twilight in Seuth Africa
3 Henry Gibks 18/=
%”,‘. Africa Michael Scort 1/

Fear {Michosl Scoti's
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*

Juna 1550 1/6
tien E. H. Corr /8

Alex Comfort’s Art & Social Responsiblity
Henrik Infield's ¢ ‘o-eperative Living in Palestine 3/6 (from7/6)
Order while stocks last

twe books which are very important
from an anarchist point of view, at
d prices:

3/6 (from7/6)

Shelley, Godwin and their Circle
H

H. Bra 5/=
Art b=
Postry London, No. 18 2/6

FREEDOM
BOOKSHOP

27 ved lion st
london, W.€. 1
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ISHED NOTEBOOKS

later he write: “Orders to the L.D.V.
that all revolvers are to be handed over
1o the police, as they are needed for the
army. Clinging to useless weapons like
revolvers, when the Germans have sub-
machine guns, is typical of the British
Army, but I believe the real reason for
the order is to prevent weapons getting
into the ‘wrong hands’ . . ." And by
‘wrong hands' Orwell obviously includes
himself and the “conscious movement
against the governing class.”

Again, Orwell who believes in govern-
ment, albeit “left-wing government” and
who supports the war, has these reflec-
tions to make about taxes which are the
life blood of governments and without
which capitalist wars could not be pre-
pared: (9/8/40) “Towards the govern-
ment 1 feel ne scruples and would dodge
peying the tax if I could. Yet I would
give my life for England readily enough
if I thought it necessary. No one is
patriotic about taxes.” These sentences
are also interesting for another reason.
Orwell supported conscription during the
war, which means being obliged 10 give
ne's life if the government thinks it
necessary,  Yet in his notebook it is “jf
I thought it necessary” |

*
Ul in spite of these and many more
infuriating statements, 1 agree with

Herbert Read that what “is fundamental
to Orwell is a love of anity and a
passionate  desire 1o live in freedom”

One can charge him with having been
oo optimistic, of deluding himsell into
believing that power does not always cor-
rupt or that governments could be “of
the people”, but the Notebooks also
reveal a fundamental honesty even to the
extent of including thoughts and actions
of which he is obviously far from proud,
and which many wnother person would
have omitted as reflecting unfavourably
on them if read st a later date. For
example, he writes (22/1/41): “Yesterday

ripped wn @ npumber of these
[People’s  Convention—Communist  in-
epired] posters, the firse time 1 have ever
done wuch a thing . . . At any normal
time iv is sgainst my instincts o write
en a wall or 1o interfere with what any-

one else has written . . . This morning’s
news . . . the Daily Worker suppressed.
Only very doubtfully pleased . . .”

And when he was convinced that he

was mistaken in a judgment he was as
frank in his condemnation as he was
previously almost dogmatic in his sup-
port.
( 12/9/40) “. . . He considered that all
wars were fought for the profit of the
rich, but agreed with me thar this ene
would probably end in revolution . . ."
(my italics).

(23/7/41) “One could not have a
better example of the moral and emotional
shallowness of our time, than the fact
that we are now all more or less pro-
Stalin. This disgusting murderer is
temporarily on our side, and so the
purges, etc. . . . are suddenly forgiven.
So also with Franco, Mussolini, etc.,
should» they ultimately come over 1O

us ...

And the last entry concludes: (28/8/41)
e are in for a long, dreary, exhaustipg
, with everyone growing poorer all
the time. The new phase which I fore-
saw earlier has now started and the
quasi-revolutionary period which began
with Dunkirk is finished. 1 therefore
bring this diary to an end, as I intended
to do when the new phase slnrlcd,"_

Of Orwell, Bertrand Russell writes:
“He preserved an impeccable love of
truth, and allowed himself to learn even
the most painful lessons.” The Note-
books certuinly give one the feeling that
they were painful lessons. But Bertrand
Russell adds that Orwell “lost hope.
This prevented him from being a prophet
for our time. Perhaps it is impossible, in
the world at it is, 1o combine hope with
truth; if so, all prophets must be false
prophets . . " do not think it can
be fairly said that Orwell lost hope, and
for a reason which was at the same ume
one of his weaknesses: that in periods _Bf
crisis he was carried away by his desirc
10 play his part and in doing so
the “painful lessons™ he had learned; but
because of his “love of truth” he in-

cviuhlg had to learn these “pa
lessons™ all over again—when it was too
lare. VR.
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 THE
KHAMA
“"CALYPSO

E banning by the British govern-
t of Seretse Khama, chief of
gwato tribe, who married a
ife, has aroused dark-skinned
d their champions all over
d. But in the Caribbean
orts Worldover Press, the
bare beginning 1w take the
 calypsos.

mposers of impromptu rhymes
jfe turning out verses which will
igh the region for many a day
ing more to hurt British
formal manifestoes.

singers have been broad-
he B.B.C. before the present
Fhat will happen to them,
‘ers are asking, if they
their protesting composi-

B8  Here, for instance, is

doud talk of democracy,
the position of Sererse?
this faith on the Socialist

fold he must abdicate.

OR  years now the elementary and
high school teachers of New York
have been engaged in a running feud with
the mayor of the city and the governor
of the State over salaries and the absence
of increases thereto., Like many another
legitimate gripe against officialdom, that
of the teachers has enlisted much
sympathy and little active support. Nt{
one questions the justice of the teachers
cause, but as usual justice must take a
back seat to expedient iron-bound prin-
ciple ,this time the one that denies public
employees the privilege of striking. ;
This obviously places the teachers in
an unenviable position, for above all
professionals they are expected to hew
close to the line rigidly grooved for them
by form, taste, and puritannical stan-
dards of morality. For even Sanitation
Department employees, were they to
threaten a walkout, would not reap
such general condemnation and calumny
as would smother teachers similarly
determined to improve their lot. Perhaps
this is our tardy retaliation for the dis-
tasteful discipline to which teachers are
called upon to subject us during our
adolescent years, but whatever it is, for
them we set up special rules as though at
best they were three runps beneath a
jaded  pickpocket, whose clementary

ROUGH
THE
RESS

TANDABLE

NCE
Femaining band of nomadic
Canada has signed a
fhe Government znd agreed
D00 acres of reservation in

iiles north of Rocky Moun-
the eastern fringe of the

g signed by Mr. Malcolm
pof the Federal Department
grs, and a wandering band
¢ Indians who hitherto have
any agreements with a
feept 2 white man's money.
atories was willing 10
n, apparently in the
meant to be res-
consequences of the

The Times, 22/5/50.
recent article on
| The Leader, will
at their reluctance.

be very grateful . . .
[of] birching one of
Js—or of using a good

rights we take such formal pains to
protect.

As part of his strident campaign for
re-election, His Honour Mayor O'Dwyer
had pledged an “adequate” adjustment to
teachers’ salaries, but as is not in-
frequently the case, a flexible memory is
Circea handmaid to political oppor-
tunism. The sitnation in New York,
moreover is uniquely contributory to such
artifice, for all else failing, the mayor can
claim impotence before the stern steward-
ship of the state, which is to say the
governor. When backed against a wall
the mayor neatly passes the buck to the
state, hoping thereby both to shirk res-
ponsibility and to sidle out of an em-
barrassing predicament. In fairness 1o
him it must be noted that the mayor is
far from sovercign in fiscal matters, even
purely municipal enes. That this anoma-
lous sitwation is as though a bank
president cannot receive a raise without
the approval of one of his junior tellers,

apparently does not discommode the
mzjority of the citizens of New York
City.

The Mayor’s Nest-Egg
Came budget time early this year, and
His Honor pulled every parliamentary
trick in his extensive repertoire in the
attempt  te  curtail discomforting  dis-
cussion of such matters as promises,
privations and principles.  Actually, if
one can temporarily inactivate  his
orientation to a sense of fair play, one
must accord His Honor some sort of palm
for unadulterated gall. For herc was an
official who had just swilled at the public
trough to the wne of §15,000 per year
heaped upon his former pay of $25,000
(and has led his cronies to proportional
gl ies with the expl. jon [sic] that
“in this kind of a job you have to put
something away for a rainy day”), an
official who had just returned from his
third extended vacation since election day
last November (and is already rumoured

FEW laymen knew anything about the
powers of—or even the possibility
of manufacturing—atom bombs until the
pers  headlined the Hiroshima
m But 1o-day hardly a person has
not heard of the H-bomb, and there is no
secrecy about its potentialitics for des-
truction, yet there is completc apathy
among the people while the leaders of
ernments wrangle with one another,
smor, themselves when and if
diplomatic and economic deadlock
be “solyed” by releasing a few
on the principal cities of the
. The “peace campaign” organised

by the Communists s but a political
in which undoubicdly many
militant  anti-miliarisg have
because there is no other outfit fur
work. But so far no rank and file
moyement hss come forward.
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had gained re-election op ;:,m a\:;}:,l_)
racketeering platform, an official who had
cut innumerable political throags o rao
mote his own aspirations—pepe V.'agpa_
official who was bleating inability 10 pﬂ)ln
etc., etc., etc., municipal morale et «
e 3 ElC, etc.,

Finally, and still bemoani

__ s ! > ng a de-
ficiency of ready cash for the Purpose
(latest indications peint to another boost
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in

subway fares—the second in  two
years—to help raise the money), he
petulantly begrudged the teachers an

increase of $150 to $250 per year.
The teachers, charging betrayal, re-
taliated by discontinuing their supervision
of students’ extracurricular activities,
His Honor’s dignity was affronted. The
action of the teachers was nothing less
than lese majesty.

Students Skip Class-Struggle

On Monday, 27th March, several
hu_ndrcds of high school students, ag-
griecved as much by the curtailment of
their extracurricular activities as by any
concern with the wage dispute itself, went
to City Hall and requested an interview
with His Honor. Insulated by a cordon
of guards and secretaries, His Honor,
woundcd_ panjandrum sulking over this
patent  “lack of respect for lawful
authority”, angrily rejected the petition.
“Communists!” he screamed.

The next day the demonstrators grew
to several thousands. His Honor called
ow the police. No one, apparently, is
quite so suspicious of the democratic
process as those who materially benefit
most from it

_ Wednesday the demonstrators came to
eight thousand at City Hall, with sup-
porting rallics and walkouts mushrooming
in high schools throughout the city.

On  Thursday abour double that
number of students marched on City
Hall. This time, club-wielding police—
mounted, on foot, in squad cars—were
deployed in force to handle the enemy.
As, incidentally, was a small army of
truant officers. The so-and-so kids had to
be taught a lesson. His Honor had so
ordered.

Friday the number of demonstrators
before City Hall had dwindled to a few
thousand. On Sawrday none appeared.
Nor, not unexpectedly, on Sunday.

On Monday, exactly one week after the
eruption of this school-hour rebellion,
City Hall and its environs were deathly
quiet. Perhaps many of the students had
repaired instead ro Chelsea 1o cook up a
hot reception for the May Day paraders,
but His Honor saw fit o dispatch no
truant officers to snare the ringleaders of
this gang.

A Monday-to-Friday, nine-to-three-
o'clock insurrection of schoolchildren in
New York had petered out.

It is superfluous to dilate upon the
press and radio comments evoked by this
affair. The comfortably i i e

Nought for Conducl

reporters, given their lead by His Honor,
dusted off the standard bére noire of the
day: the Communists had fomented the
uprising, they solemnly averred in con-
sort, and eagerly let it go at that. It
always has been easier to sloganize than
to think. And safer, too.

The truth is that the authorities—
municipal, parental, educational, social—
are in mortal fear of the trurh, When
a flood threatens, flee. That's the way to
live to see another day, and as a rule-of-
thumb policity it is protective, if not
exactly valorous.

The youths had gone to City Hall in
orderly fashion. It was only when they
found themselves confronted point-blank
“'!111 the cloven hooves of police mounts,
with hastily improvised barricades, and
with the captious condescension of city
officials that they kicked over the traces.
It was borrowed license.

Nor was it difficult to sense that they
were seeking something—something in
compensation for having been cheated out
of the grace of general profligacy relished
durmg_ the war by their older brothers
and sisters. Perhaps they resented the
fact that another war would necessarily
assume such shape as to deny them
similar freedom.

; ii':)r perhaps they just went along for a
ark.

Let Truce Prevail
fith truce declared, His Honor has
consented to meet with “duly accredited
delegates™ of the students to thrash out
“misunderstandings”. [Each high school
has what is known as a General Organ-
isation, the principal function of the
clected officers of which is to rubber-
stamp official school policy. It is with
these “accredited” delegates that His
Honor will discuss the “issues™. And who
is to “accredit” them? None other than
the president of the Board of Education,
a venal politician of rather ill-repute him-
self a recent recipient of a salary increase
from $25,000 to 32,500 per annum,

In sn_u(h an atmosphere flourishes this
academic microcosm of the outside world.

3

It is useless to speculate on the outcome
of whatever meetings His Honor will
vouchsafe the “accrediated” delegates. He
will talk, talk, talk; they will listen, listen,
listen; and the upshot will be the same
$150 to $250 per year increase he had
already decreed, an upshot to which LhE
“accredited” delegates will give their
sober endorsement. Perchance His Honor
will toss in a few playgrounds as bribes
for future good behaviour. In well-
fenced playgrounds, remember, rcsllc-’ji
high school students can dissipate l_he"'
pented energies in activities more socially
acceptable—and far less embarrassing (o
constituted authority—than public demon-
strations not under the girdle of
“accredited” delegates.

One cannot help reflecting upon what
certainly would have resulted had a mere
one-half of one per cent. of the student
bodies decided, without fanfare, to absent
themselves from classes until their
teachers won their drawn-out battle.

Fifteen hundred quiet but determined
absentees would quickly have succeed
where 30,000 noisy agitators, enjoying
their circus while some teachers were
fighting for bread, could not but fail.

SEYMOUR GREENBERG.

FOUR FREEDOMS
TWO TOO MANY?

RECENTLY San Diego set about
to dedicate a veteran’s memorial
building to “those Americans who
have fought for the Four Freedoms™.
A hot protest from Admiral Standley,
wartime Moscow ambassador, stopped
it. He argued tha we don’t want
to achieve freedom from want and
fear—we need them as stimulants to
free enterprise. San Diego City
Council acquiesced, instructed city
manager to find some choice ex-
pression in U.S. Constitution to use

instead of the Four Freedoms.
Maybe four is too many. One—
just plain freedom—might be bertter.
Industrial Worker (U.S.A.)

THE MAN WHO
KNOWS HIS VILLAGE

MONG the more acute observations

of modern sociologists is their em-
phasis on the fact that people who know
one another well are able to solve what
problems they have in common much
better than those who are united only
by the bonds of the social contract.
Ideological hates do not prosper within
the life of a village. Face-to-face experi-
ence of one another, through the years,
produces too much common sense in
people for them to believe very bad things
of one another, or for them to fear one
another very much. As Gordon Taylor,
the sociologist, has said:

“Members of these groups . . . form
assessments of one another, but they
go further: each individual establishes
positive links of affection or regard for

other bers., These links seem to

FOREIGN COMMENTARY
If You Accept Government
You Accept War

JVERY country in the world to-day
declares that what it secks above all
things is Peace. Yet every country in the
world is crippling its economic recovery
by rearmament on an unprecedented sc_atc,
and scientists are using up their lives
and knowledge in searching for ways and
means of sowing death and destruction on
an ever-increasing scale.

The April number of the H::Hn-.r_m af
Aramic Scientists (Chicago) contains &
long article by Dr, Hans A. Bethe, Pro-
fessor of Physics at Cornell University,
on the Hydrogen Bomb, In the section
dealing with the Effects of the Hydrogen
Bomb, he points out that "its power
would be essentially unlimited and would
increase as the amount of heavy :lenllmuun
(hat can be carried in the bomb, He
then goes on 1o deal with the effect of :;
bomb with “an energy rele ] lhmnnn:I
times greater than the Hiroshima bomb
and demonstrates that [t would cause
“almost complete .I:auuﬂit_m of buildings
up 1o & radius of ten miles. A single
pomb can obliterate almost all of greater
New York or Moscow or London or any
of the largest cities of the world oOf
an “all-out war" fought with H-bombs,
Dr. Bethe writes: "It would mean the
killing of most of the inhabitants of the
cities by direct action of the bombs, u_mi
possibly of many more people by radio-

activity. Many of the survivors would
perish for lack of shelter, others from
hunger.  The devastation thay we bave

seen in Germany, and which overwhelmed
many American visitors when they first
saw {1, would ke nothing compared with
the effects of hydrogen war.”

On the moral issues involved in such a
war, Dr. Bethe makes this very significant
statement :

“It is argued that it would hc_bctth
for us to lose our lives than our liberty;
and this I personally agree with. _Bu_: 1
believe that this is not the question; 1
believe that we would lose far more than
our lives in a war fnught_ with hydrogen
bombs, that we would in facy lost all our
liberties and human values at ?I:r EwnIu[
time, and s0 thoroughly that we “—“:I‘
not recover them for an unforesecably
long time." i

Now this is an imporant admission for
it destroys the umum:ma_nl’ those m-mll.l
lectuals who have taken sides in 'h.r- 0 d
war on the ground that a Russian victory
would be the end of all culture, moral
values, elc, et . {or in the case of
the pro-Russian section, that an .r\lncrn.'ap
victory would have these same n'aul.l_a,l.
For, if Dr. Bethe is right, whichever side
were to win the H-bomb war, all human
values would be destroyed.

But even Dr. Bethe does not seem
aware of the significance of his own
statement for he then takes up a further

wwo pages discussing questions of strategy
and diplomacy, and pins his hopes for
lasting peace on some sort of agreement
being reached between Washingron and
Moscow o control the use of A and H-

hombs That idea “If you accept
government Yyou Bcoepl  war 15 oo
simple for intelligemt and even sincere

men like Dr. Bethe, who can only clearly
understand such statements as I." mg?.

be based largely on shared experience,
and acceptance of the other individual
for what he is, good or bad.

This is the case of social psychology
against the large city, where a man can
live all his life as stranger to the rest of
the population. He can die of loneliness;
he can turn into a criminal; he can be-
come a philanthropist or a grafter, and
not one of his next-door “neighbours™
need ever know the kind of a men he js,
The more closely packed together people
live, the less they may understand of
human beings, and the more isolated from
natural human contact they may be. So,
the sociologist proposes, let us divide our
cines up into smaller units—inwo groups
small enough for people to know one
another. Let us abolish this anonymous
mass which, knowing little, fears much,
and feeds on suspicions and delusions, i

Manas (U.S.A), 17/4/50.
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UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON
INDOOR Lecture-Discussions
Sunday at 7.30 p.m. at the
Trade Union Club, Greet Newport St,
W.C2 (near met-r Squar. Station ).
duns |1th posker: Sam Fanaroff
COHMUNHT lelNG
Juns |8th Spesker: John Hewetson
“THE FRENCH TERRORISTS AND THE
PﬂOPAGANﬂA OF THE DEED"

Anarchist speakers
“ONECHONS TO ANARCHISM"

every

GLASGOW AMNARCHIST GROUP
OUTDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at
7 pam. ot -

MAXWELL STREET
with

Frank Leech, John Gaihqr,

Raesize

Eddie Shew.

LYERPOOL ANARCHIST GROUP
Open Air Meetings
every Sundsy, 730 p.m,
on Lewis's blitzed site

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT
Discussion Group held fortnightly,
Sunday, June 18th, at 3.0 p.m.

at
Twisters and Drawers Club,
Combridge Street, Colne [Lancs.)

NORTH EAST LONDON GROUP
Discussion Mestings fortnightly, 7.30 p.m.
JUNE |3th TED MANN
"THE WORLD FOOD SHDRI‘AGE"
JUNE 27th Don Taylor
“TRENDS OF MODERM CAPI‘EALlsM
Enquiries c/o Freedom FPress

~ Discussion Maestings
i every Tuesday at & p.m. prompt.

TO THIE
EDITORS

4. 't the need for a perp
sexual adventure being rather over-
stated?” 1 don’t know why Comfort
insists on the romantic convention of

.,alh; sexual activity out:

de marriage
epting his
ANsSwer—no.

s
would fadly
Freedom and the Fournal of Sex Educa-
rien are among the very few reputable
journals publisned in this country which
will give the matter any considerauon.
In general, there is a huge undersiatement
of the case.

5. “I would derive pleasure ra
than pain from other people’s admiration
of the woman I loved. In my dis-
cussion of jealousy, I was not concerned
with admiration. Basking in other men's
admiration of our womenfolk is, of
course, common enough; and it does not
contribute to women's freedom. The
bourgeoisie lavish jewels upon their wives
to this end, and show them off like their
fine cars and horses to excite admiration.
The emancipation of women involves a
departure from this male attitude,

Comfort and I obviously have a great
measure of agreement on the importance
ut_ cmul_mr'al urity and happiness as
being the prerequisite for the healthy
development of children, and also on the
sity for self-regulation in conduct.
But I think he greaty underestimates the
vast misery inflicted on children by the
love-starved adult world; he seems to see
in the revolutionary a 0N conven-
tional morals a bogey, since it threatens
the security of theoretically established
social customs. That these family and
sexual customs exist in theory only, is
revealed by all honest studies of the
question—notably by the Kinsey Report;
the reality is a welter of contradict ory and
unstable practices, which we need have
no compunction in try g to replace by

neg

saner habits in accordance with the
experience of our own lives,

G.
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the International
declares its support of the
IL.W.M.A considering it a i
workers nr_L(:m ation with a truly 3
national character, and whose revolutipn-
ary aim is clearly defined.

In consequence, the
mends support fc\r 1]'
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Anarchist

Congress recom-

ion or
stressing

Be.’o—-n, e continue the publication
of translations of the resolutions
passed at the International Anaychist
(‘an;,:ess held at the end of last year
in Paris. (Previous articles appeared
in our issues of zist January, 4th
March, 15t, 15th and 20th Apnil, and
27th May.) .
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the consumer of the lower in-
come groups—iwere only recog-
nized when, during the first
world war, the capitalist classes

of the wvarious warring states
found that their survival de-
pended on their ability to

enlist the working-class in their
economic  battles. For the
workers, rationing is justified on
moral and equalitarian grounds;
for the ruling-class it is a matter
of necessary manceuvring at par-
ticular stages of their struggles,
and the moral gloss is far
thinner—an argument in pro-
paganda, hardly more. It is as
well to remember that this
double conception permeates
almost all progressive legislation,
and largely vitiates it.

Success of Rationing

It must be conceded that
wartime rationing has been on
the whole successful in pro-

viding that adequate amounts of
the limited food supplies have
been available to society in
general and not merely to the
rich.- The rather obvious mal-
nutrition of the inter-war years
has been for practical purposes
wiped out, and there seems no
reason to doubt the part that
food rationing played in main-
taining health in wartime, and
improving it. To say this, how-
ever, is by no means to say that
that particular problem is now
solved, or that no further im-
provement is possible,

And it is well to remember
that, even during the war, there
were a considerable number of
persons in poorer districts who
could not afford to take up all
their rations. In well-to-do dis-
tricts of the towns, people got
their rations and no more, be-
cause everyone took them up;
but in poorer districts the better-
off could often secure slightly
more by taking up the surplus at
the retailers left by those who
could not afford to buy all they
were “entitled” 1o,

Nevertheless, the purpose of
rn.tummg was not, in this couu-
g g Friir
the existence of a large black

od
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market enabling the rich to

escape the rigours of a more

equitable distribution of goods.
Another Aspect

Rationing had also, however,
another aspect quite uncon-
cerned with justice and ideas
of fairness. It was part of the
great wartime campaign to limit
spending, and as such became
increasingly irksome as limiting
variety in consumable goods. In
recent years this aspect has be-
come more and more important
to the Government and also to
the Opposition. The abolition of
this or that form of rationing
was freely promised during the
election campaigns, and there
can be little doubt that the
present relaxations are motivated
in considerable part by the desire
of the Government to woo the
voters with an eye on the
General Election. There can be
no doubt also, however, that
when goods are taken off the
ration, their prices tend to rise,
and of course they pass out of
they spending range of the
poorer sections of the com-
munity,

It is likely also that there is con-
siderable truth in the Conservatives®
complaint that rationing, price control,
and all the other instruments of plan-
ned production, do, in fact, tie
industry and obstruct
xpand. That it
not the Tories who
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no
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The Claims of Justice
At _its best, therefore, rationing in

Compromise

expedicnt. Called into being, not by
the claims of soc justice (though
not wholly uninfluenced by them), but
by the necessities of wartime, it re-
tained certain ruling-class characters.
Distribution still depended, in part,
upon spending power, and operated
more to prevent the superior pur-
chasing power of the rich from sending
prices rocketting up, than by enhancing
the

pure ng power of the poor.
Through and through the bourgeois
conecption  of rulmllu\;{ i-. permes |t=d

by  this of “purch

ability""—which has nothing
to do with fairness or so
and by cconomic consider.
ing limitation of spending.

as a shallow compromise with
idea that evervone,
oi birth or income, is
entitled to a fair share of the available
not show any
tion  that ion should be
directed towards pro 1 an adequate
supply of commodities for all. In any
case, the interference with the capitalist
method of production market
h rationing and price control de-
mand, are almost certainly too dis-
locating for so hazardously poised a
system of economy.

for a

Socialist “Control” and
Bourgeois *Freedom™

Anarchists neither support bourgeois

rationing mnor fall for Conserva
demands for *“frecing” of prm‘lncllon
and the market. The one is at best

a hali-hearted compromise, shot full of
loop-holes; while the latter, although it
may increase the total volume of pro-
nevertheless benefits the rieh
ing the ie posit
u[ lllL lowest income groups.
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