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FIGHTING WITH

(\HINA is once again in the news, though the stimulus for

— renewed public interest is not a broad view of the struggle
Proceeding in that gigantic country, but the plight of the British
;'gamen on the Amethyst caught between the artillery on the

angtze river.

The public is more in the right about this than

the politicians of all parties who all seek to make political capital
out of the incident, while the sympathy of the man in the street

IS g¢enuine.

We are not at all surprised that the Plymouth crowd

wWent for Harry Pollitt, whose canting hypocrisy about the relatives

of the “British boys” was altogether too nauseating to bear.

But

are the Conservative Opposition much better, with their obvious
determination to discredit the government by exploiting this

event which has caught public imagination?

Sure that the incident itself has not
got certain features which are
welcome to the government, with
the opportunities it gives for
glossing further intervention in
China? As so often on these
Occasions, the non-partisan spec-
tator feels sick at heart hearing
the candied tongues of official
sympathy, well knowing that
official policy takes little enough
account of the mere sacrifices of

life if policy advantages are to be
gained.

Impure Motives

One must not overlook the fact
that the Government will be on
very firm ground when they come
to answer their critics. It is
indeed their duty to protect the
lives and safety of British
nationals in Nanking, and it is
foolish to suggest that any ad-
ministration could neglect such
precautions. But, unfortunately,
a government has not the in-
tegrity and standing of, say, the
International Red Cross, or the
Friends. No-one expects the
State to confine itself to humane
duties. On the contrary, it is
in the position of combatants
who raise the white flag in order
to go out and colleet their
wounded, and then use the truce
to lay mines. Imperialist policy
in the past makes it quite certain

And can one be

that not merely the lives of
British nationals will be pro-
tected, but opportunities taken
to further British sectional in-
terests in the imperialist struggle
between the great powers which
passes under the name of “civil
war in China”. Inevitably there-
fore, opposing interests will dis-
regard the humanitarian mission,
though it seems likely that if the
Communists had more ex-
perience and finesse they would
not have fallen into the trap of
providing an occasion for British
intervention which would be
well supported at home. Actually
their actions in the Amethyst
case provide another instance of
Communist love of brutality
(*““firmness™) for its own sake

which they share with the
Fascists, and which is an
important factor in gaining
their support among sadistic
neurotics.

Power Rivalries
The recent report that one issue ot
Pravda and two of Isvestia have been
confiscated in Prague because of clear
hints that Russia might have to do a
Munich towards Czechoslovakia and
Poland, also contained a significant
passage about China. Russia, it stated,
could not extend much help to the
Czechs because she needed to con-
centrate on her own reconstruction and
also on mew commitments in China.

(Continued on page 4)

OTHER MEN SLIVES

glance.

Our immediate reaction is, as a
matter of principle, to state firmly
that the revolutionary should not
waste his time in any activity which
has not a revolutionary end in view
and which has not a revolutionary
character as to its means. This is
the attitude which most individualists
take up and which they quite
definitely should take up. After all
if you have only yourself to please,
and your actions affect no-one but
yourself, you can be as intransigent
as you like and no-one has the right
to do other than praise you for it. If
society were composed of such in-
transigents, it is obvious that govern-
ments and all the institutions of
domination would not last very long.

Unfortunately, however, society is
not composed of such people, and we
have to take it as it is. The revolu-
tionary, therefore, has to make a
choice: either to cut himself off from
all other trends of thought but his
own in his determination to prevent
any watering-down of his ideas, or to
be prepared to enter the melée of
day-to-day activity within the con-
text of present-day society, hoping
thereby to influence others even at the
risk of compromising. himself.

Both Sides Right?

The difficulty lies in the fact that
there is a lot to be said for both
sides, and that those on both sides
are inclined to regard the others as

The Role of Syndicalists
in Indusiry

HE extent to which revolutionaries should allow themselves to get
mixed up in reformist activities is always a matter for argument and
the question is certainly not such an easy one to solve as appears at first

avoid it where possible), so that we know
exactly what we are talking about.
Firstly, then, syndicalism represents a
form of industrial organisation which
differs from trades unionism in several

. very important fundamentals:
completely wrong. The middle

course (horrible phrase!) is that taken
by the comrades who produce Free-
dom and—as is usual in such cases
lays them open to attack from both
sides. The individualists and in-
tellectuals accuse Freedom of being
too propagandist and the more syndi-
calist-inclined comrades say it is too
intellectual. As if it were not equally
important both to discuss anarchist
ideas on all aspects of human exist-
ence and at the same time put them
over in a vigorous manner in the hope
of stirring others to similar action!

(@) It is revolutionary, not reformist,
i.e., it is not satisfied to remain an insti-
tution within capitalist or governmental
society, even representing the workers in
that society, but aims at the abolition of
capitalism and the establishment of a
system of free workers’ control;

(6) It

craft,

organises industrially not by
i.e.,, instead of workers being
organised in craft unions whereby those
in the same industry (same factory!) be-
long to several unconnected umnions, they
should organise themselves according to
their industry, not their craft, so that no
divisions exist within working units. Each
industry should have its own syndicate
which at local, regional and national
levels co-ordinates with every other syn-
dicate for the organisation of production
and distribution;

However, at the moment we are
concerned with the syndicalist side of
the argument, for there is a growing
interest in syndicalism and a growing
desire to see some sort of movement
growing which is specifically con-
cerned with industrial activity. This
is an extremely welcome trend and
one for which the time seems to be-
come increasingly ripe. Industrial
experience, in view of the obvious
failure of nationalisation, and the
growing interest in the idea of
workers’ control, both help to lay a
fertile ground for the syndicalist seed.

(c) It is opposed to the wages system,
believing that money and wages represent
one of the chief means by which com-
petition and inequality are maintained.
Instead, free distribution of goods accord-
ing to need is proposed, since the abolition
of the profit motive and the control by
the workers of the means of production
would mean abundance of all we need.

(d) It denies the -necessity of paid
officials.  Such organisational work as
needs full-time organisers shall be done
by workers taken from their productive
work, either for that specific work or for
an agreed short time, and shall be re-
warded by no more wages than they were
getting before. This prevents officialdom
and careerism and ensures that those who
take on work for the syndicate do so for

the sake of that work and not for per-
sonal gain.

(e) It demands direct action, mnot
political action. The aim of syndicalism
is workers’ control of industry, not con-
trol of society through the government,

Syndicalist Principles

So we come to our question of what
exactly is the role of the syndicalist to-
day? Perhaps first we had better briefly
state the principles of syndicalism
(anarcho-syndicalism, that is, although
the word is so clumsy that we try to

SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS

HE recent Durban riots seem to have
caused some concern outside South
Africa, notwithstanding the shaking some
people received here. As you know a
committee of enquiry was set up, and
apart from an initial press report mno
further information is available as far as
I know.
A similar state of Indian exploitation
existed here on the Rand; the natives
being overcharged on food, paraffin, etc.

Government control of councils.
Minister of Interior, has since hinted at
changes to come in local government. The
elections showed up the extremist element,
with their storm troop methods, and vio-
lent anti-Communist outlook. This brooks
evil for Sam Kahn and his followers, and
gives an opportunity for attacks on the
T.U. movement under the guise of ousting
the Communists.

Donges,

This is in full swing

(In one case, at Orlando location, 2/6 b,
was asked for rice. The price in Euro-
pean shops being 10d. per 1b.)

Now the average native wage is about
£2 10s. 0d. per week, so t feeling
was running high. Another important
point was the large number of native
women with children having long straight
black hair, an obvious sign of Indian
fathership, and opposed to tribal law. The
natives thus held the Indian community
collectively responsible for the infringe-
ment of racial laws as well,

Recently the S.A. Government has
doubled the bounty nayqblc per head for
Indians to return to their “own country”
with, of course, passage paid, Thg scheme
of repatriation was set in operation long
ago, but was mever a success; there is no
reason to expect £40 to lure them to India
now, particularly as their position is now

more secure.

South Africa went to the polls recently
to elect members to the provincial coun-
cils, the underlying motive being to test
Government support, with the Afrikander
party abstaining. ’

The outcome was not conclusive, the
yoting <hows the following:—

Nat. Party 479,000 87 seats
United Party ... S64,000 78 seats
(to nearest 100 votes).
Nevertheless, this  does give the

with the garment workers’ union;  its
leader being E. S, Sachs. The chief
question master of the commission being
Oswald Pirow, per pro the Government.
Oswald Pirow is well-known as an
active Fasciist, and his pre-1939 exploits
as Minister of Defence likewise. In
April last year, he and Mosley formed a

pro-Nazi
released.

Africa’s geographical position is suit-
able for 'the centre keystone of an anti-
Communist southern bloc, and its man-
ganese/chrome deposits are important to
the U.S. So important that the U.S.
Government has allocated steel to the
Canadian Car & Foundry Co. for rolling
stock, to be used on South African rail-
ways manganese/chrome ore transporta-
tion. Russian supplies of 50% of U.S.
needs having ceased, South Africa must
supply same (50% chrome, 23% man-
ganese). This is for munitions, the sup-
ply of steel having been sanctioned by
U.S. munitions board. The London con-
ference will ,no doubt, result in South

state  prisoners have been
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party called “Enemies of the Soviet
Union”. At that time, Mosley couldn’t
obtain a passport for South Africa, but
may have done so since, or entered by
other means. There is a happy hunting
ground here for the new order, and
recently the O.B. (Ossiwa Brandwag) has
entered the political field, 21 members
resigning in proteset, leaving the way open
for the “My party right or wrong” boys,
led by Pirow. Many O.B. members hold
prominent positions in commerce and
government institutions, which is reminis-
cent. The F.AK. (Federasie Van
Afrikaanse Kultur) also had a finger in
the pie as regards introducing youth ser-
vice (Ex Nazi Arbeidtsdienst) which is
being considered by a committee including
many O.B. members. On top of this all

Africa’s strategic position being strength-
ened and concession made to South Africa
and India; with the Indian question set-
tled and South Africa happy, no doubt
Egypt-South African relations will im-
prove over-night, and the stepping-stone
in the event of Communist Greek coup be
assured.

The financial position of South Africa
makes political bribery likely, and I ex-
pect large sums of money to change places
between here and the United Kingdom.
The industrial expansion of South Africa
is being held up by lack of capital, but
the Communist menace may change the
minds of the money men if Malan toes
the line. That we shall know after the
London meetings; until then what the
anti-U.P. groups regards as their betrayal

so that its methods should be aimed
directly at the means of production. That
is where the strength of the workers lies.
Political activity is mere deviation from
the real issue. The methods of direct
action are the strike, boycott, sabotage and
non-cooperation.
lies in the balance.

Now what does all this add up to?

Well, the way I see it, Malan is likely
to come to terms over racial questions,
which will not suit the O.B. and extreme
Nats. If he does so, it may well happen
that a new party will enter the field with
the support of Malan’s present group.

Syndicalism, like anarchism, has a
double function. First, it is a means of
struggle in present-day society; second it
is a means of reconstruction and organisa-
tion in a free society after a social revolu-
tion. But syndicalism, it should be
stressed, is a means. Anarchism has a

wider message, and Anarchy is the goal
at which both aim.

That party being Pirow’s contribution to
African white supermacy, with an all-out
drive against thé¢ T.U. movement,
Communism, and free speech.

If, on the other hand, Malan does not
betray the Afrikaans-speaking section
(every man has his price) the O.B. may
link with the Nats., if only underground,
which would give the O.B. legislative
backing in furthering their aims.

Whichever way the cat jumps then, we
are in for a sticky time. The small white
population of South Africa will certainly
not be considered as a menace to war
aims by the big powers, and if it suits
their purposes, a blind eye will be turned
to the suppression of free speech and
movement under the hackneyed “You
would get worse under Communism”
catch-phrase.  Communists have little
time to get out before the witch hunt
starts in earnest. The only hope that
we shall be wooed, lies in the important
mineral resources here, plus communica-
tions facilities.

The people, subjected to Fascist
domination on the right side, are un-
important provided they serve the interests
of maintaining Western political ideology.

The workers, frustrated by the high cost
of living, and exhausted in the mad race
for survival, will fall easy victims to a

against
Communists, and those dubbed as such

scapegoat mentality  directed

by “Authority”. H.M.

A Hard Task

The role of syndicalists then, boils
down to this: the need to-day is for a
vigorous propaganda and educational
body to present the case for syndicalism
at every possible opportunity and im every
possible place. But syndicalists should
beware of organising others. They
should encourage workers to organise
themselves upon syndicalist principles
according to the nature of the job. They
should be prepared to set an example in
militancy and solidarity in their own
place of work while at the same time
scrupulously avoiding setting themselves
up as leaders. As far as the trades
unions are concerned, it is up to each
syndicalist to make up his mind whether
his revolutionary aims can be served by
his going into his union or not. I_t seems
unlikely, somehow, but it may bring him
into contact with other workers who can
also be militant outside the union branch.

Finally, let no-one think the réle of
the syndicalist any more than of the
anarchist, is an easy ome. He is faced
with apathy and prejudice, and if he is
over-impatient may easily become dis-
couraged and cynical. But it is neverthe-
less essential that the task be undertaken
by men of integrity and vigour, and that
the opportunities presenting themselves at
the present are not wasted.

PS.
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Moarie-Louise Berneri, September 1948

death of Marie-Louise
Richards, better known in the
movement as Marie-Louise Berneri,
at the age of 31, is a terrible loss to
anarchism. She had already won for
herself a high place among present-
day theoreticians in the anarchist
movement, and exerted an influence
usually attained only by much older
comrades. This influence was the
product not only of her mastery of a
number of subjects, but also of her
exceptional personal qualities, which
lent to her writings, her public speak-
ing and her private conversation a
special distinction that drew im-
mediate attention. These qualities
caused her opinions to be regarded
with respect also in circles which do
not share her social and political
opinions. Her personal beauty re-
flected her serene and generous nature,
and made her an outstanding figure
at any gathering.
Her loss to the anarchist movement
is not to be measured but it is also
a great loss to the world in general

_for. it is such rare and exceptional
individuals who enrich human life and
make of the world a better place.

% Ed *

Marie-Louise Berneri was a mem-
ber of a distinguished anarchist family
which has influenced the movement
directly in Italy, Spain, France and
the English-speaking countries. Her
father, Camillo Berneri, stepped into
Malatesta’s place as the leading
theoretician of the Italian movement.
He was assassinated in Spain by the
Communists during their counter-
revolutionary putsch in Barcelona in
the May Days of 1937, when at the
height of his powers. Her mother
and sister are prominent in the move-
ment in Italy and France.

Born at Arezzo in 1918, she went in
carly childhood into exile from Italy
when her father refused to accept the
demands laid upon the teaching pro-
fession by the Fascists. In France,
her university studies in psychology
were interrupted by the outbreak in

M. L.

1936 of the social revolution in Spain.
She made several visits to revo-
lutionary Barcelona, where her father
had taken up residence (after a short
period of active fighting on the Aragon
front) in order to edit his paper
Guerra di Classe, the most far-seeing
and clear-sighted revolutionary anar-
chist paper to come out of the
Spanish revolution. Her contact with
Spain gave to her revolutionary views
an actual and practical quality which
stood her in great stead in after years.

From its inception in 1936 she had
taken an interest and an important
practical part in the anarchist paper
Spain and the World published from
London in English. After her father’s
assassination, she came to live in
London and devoted herself to ad-
vancing the cause of the revolution in
Spain. Even after the final defeat
when the movement generally suffered
from the apathy of disappointment,
she continued this work, and those
who attended the study circle on
Spain which she organized in London
during the summer of 1940, will bear
witness to her thoroughness and her
organizing capacity—especially since
at that time she had not yet the com-
mand of English which she afterwards
attained.

At the end of the war in Spain
she immediately devoted herself with
practical solidarity to the work of
looking after those Spanish comrades
who escaped from Franco Spain to
England in April of 1939. Until
they were safely settled she did much
of the marketing and cooking for
them, and she kept in touch with
many of them ever since. In 1945,
when over a hundred Spaniards who
had spent the war in the German
forced labour brigades in France, were
brought to England and treated as
enemy prisoners-of-war, she not only
visited them and organized relief
parcels for them, but -effectively
brought their condition and the in-
justice of their detention to the know-
ledge of circles in a position to exert
pressure on the government. In due
course, and in no small measure as a
result of her work on their behalf,
they were released either to stay in
this country or to go back to France.

‘Throughout the war, whether she
was in the editorial chair or tem-
porarily out of it, she was the
principal theoretical influence behind
War Commentary, and afterwards
Freedom.

In 1945, she was one of the four
anarchists associated with War Com-

rrested and charged
he was acquitt_ed on
a technical point of law, and did not
go into the witness box. But she had
wished to defend herself, and only
agreed to this more passive role on
the insistence of comrades. They
pointed out that it would be madness
for all the defendants to go (O
prison when technical grounds would
free her. She was more than equal
to carrying the main burden of con-
tinuing the paper until her comrades
were released from prison.

Her influence in this country was
not limited to Freedom, for a number
of prominent intellectuals both in the
movement and outside it sought her
advice on such matters as the history
of the Spanish Revolution.

In addition, she maintained an ex-
tensive correspondence with comrades
in Europe and South America
throughout the war, and this she ex-
tended greatly in the post-war period.

She was the author of what is
probably the most influential of
recent Freedom Press publications,
Workers in Stalin’s Russia. Always
an indefatigable student of Russia, she
brought to her study exceptional
intellectual integrity and penetration,
and the book amply illustrates her
humane and ethical outlook. As with
her knowledge of Spain, she kept a
strictly critical standpoint, and never
permitted the demands of propaganda
to warp her judgment. This quality
lends a special authority to her work.

Recently, she completed a book
which is to be published this year,
entitled Fourney T hrough Utopia, and
it serves to illustrate her thoroughness.
She had been asked to edit a selection
from a few utopias; instead she
examined some two hundred books
and went fully into the whole
subject before thinking of pre-
paring the text. During the last few
months she had projected a book of
unpublished writings of Sacco and
Vanzetti, which she hoped to issue
both in England and America, and
also in Italian.

She was not, however, content to
confine herself to the literary work of
anarchist publishing, being quite un-
sparing of herself in the routine work
of the movement—office work, cor-
respondence, street selling, contacting
potential sympathisers, lecturing to
the movement’s meetings and to out-
side organizations. She was at the
centre of all the manifold activities
which go to make up a movement’s
life.

mentary to be a
with sedition. S

FREE ),

Her general grasp of inter
affairs was informed by a |,
internationalism of feeling
sympathies were with the o,
peoples of the world, and |
utterly incapable of that nar;
of outlook that is called patri,

* * *

Marie-Louise Berneri’s i,
were not limited to general p,
matters. She was a keen obser,
human individuals and their m,
among her special interests
child psychology, and as alway.
great qualities informed her discy.
of them. When she spoke on R¢;
work and the sexuality of child,
an Easter Conference of the
gresive League some years ago,
of her hearers spoke to a subscq
lecturer of the remarkable impr
this young and beautiful woman p,
by her calm and penetrating
cussion of matters which the ma
of intellectuals fear even to
about. And all this with a
and level-headedness which disa;
hostile criticism,

Throughout the war, she wa:
tinually beset with anxiety for f
and relatives in occupied terrii
some of them in fascist prisons
concentration camps. Only those
were closest to her understood
courage which lay behind her
bearing. With the same deptl
courage she bore tragedy in her
life.

She was incapable of shams
dissimulations herself, and her
spoken criticism of it in others so
times earned her the ill-will of
open people. Few possessed grc
sympathy or capacity for affecti
defections from the high standard
anarchist morality, to which she |
self by nature adhered, would «
her contempt, but she was incapu
of hatred, and always sought to und
stand the causes of behaviour whi
appeared to her to be base, e
when that behaviour directly harn
herself.

For her friends and comrades
sense of loss is overwhelming.
writer is conscious of the inadequ:
of these lines to pay the tribute whi
is due. She was the most power!
influence on his intellectual devel
ment, and there are many others v
owe her a similar debt that can ne
pe repaid. The sympathy of
International anarchist movement g

out to her companion and
relatives; her great qualities
never be replaced.

J.H
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Psychology and Ethies

MAN FOR HIMSELF by Erich
Fromm (Routledge 12/6).

A NEW book by the author of The
Fear of Freedom raises one’s expecta-
tions and it is pleasant to be able to report
that they are completely fulfilled. Although
this is by no means a large book, com-
prising as it does only 250 small pages
of large print, the vast scope of the sub-
ject with which it is concerned makes it
extremely difficult o give anything ap-
preaching an adequate synopsis of it. Not
that the book is overloaded with erudite,
but partly irreleyant, information. On
the contrary, it is well-written, concise
and coherent throughout; the product, it
would seem, of a clear, penetrating yet
orderly mind.

The value of Fromm’s approach lies
predominantly in the breadth of its out-
look and the scientific synthesis it achieves.
He realises that any one- branch of
scientific knowledge, and psychology per-
haps especially, cannot be treated in
isolation since one branch reacts upon
another and is in wrn reacted upon by
them. “The divorcement of psychology
from ethics is of a comparatively recent
date. The great humanistic ethical
thinkers of the past, on whose works this
book is based, were philosophers and
psychologists; they believed that the
understanding of man’s nature and the
understanding of values and norms for
his life were interdependent . . . Psycho-
logy cannot be divorced from philosophy
and ecthics nor from sociology and
cgononics.”

Much of the book is concerned with
the peArmm'al conflict between Humanistic

called the super-Ego, and which the un-
initiated call simply ‘“‘conscience”.

Man

They are
people. One might almost say of a person

Relative ethics and so-called Absolute
ethics, For these two latter terms
Fromm substitutes the terms “socially

immanent” and “universal”’, and he shows
convincingly that every culture evolves a
system of social ethics that helps to safe-
guard its hierarchical structure and to per-

petuate that structure with as litle
change or modification as possible. Thus
obedience and respect for one’s rulers

have always been cardinal ethical vir-
tues—from * “the socially immanent”
standpoint, while disobedience, self-

respect and a critical attitude have always
been ethical vices from childhood on-
wards. Once again the overwhelming
importance of early childhood conditioning
for the acceptance of authoritarian ethics
is given emphasis, It should perhaps be
added that, of course, domination of one
group over another, of one person over
another, of parent over child is not always
achieved by the overt use of power, More
often, as the animal trainer said of his
performing troupe: “It’s all done by
kindness.”

Origins of Love and Hate

This analysis, however, does not lead
Fromm to support the negative, “relativ-
istic”” approach which secks to prove that
all ethical wvalues are either culturally
conditioned or the result of unconscious
motivation, or both, and are therefore
worthless. Nor does he therefore accept
the premise which follows from that, and
which is the basis and justification for
authoritarian ethics—namely, that man is
fundamentally evil, egotistical and ant-
social and the group life is only possible
by the use of self-control by the individual,

haritarian  ethics and between by the restraining influence of w d

is not, Fromm maintains, inherently evil.
On the contrary. he has the innate desire,
which he shares with e¢very organism from
a grain of seed upwards, to achieve growth
to realise his potentialities. One of the
greatest of his potentialities is the
capacity for love, for the expansion of,
and from, the self which makes him
naturally desire to behave in that manner
most conducive to his rrue happiness and,
since the happiness of others is intimately
and inevitably bound up with his own,
to behave in a socially advantagéous man-
ner at the same time. Man is only evil,
is only anti-social and given to destructive
impulses, when his life is such as to
deny him the opportunity of living pro-
ductively and creatively, when the
natural flowering of the personality is
thwarted or stunted by external social
conditions, or, by what is ultimately the
same thing, by internal conditioning, by
the attempt, or the economic necessity,
to conform to current social norms.

“Destructiveness is the outcome of un-
lived life. Those individual and social
conditions whieh make for the blocking
of life-furthering energy produce des-
tructiveness which in turn is the source
from which the various manifestations of
evil springs.”

Original Virtue
It follows, therefore, that what is com-
placently called “neurosis” is in fact a
sign of health in a person, or of potential
health in as much as it is the rebellion

of the life-assertive energies against
socially conditioned frustration.  The
wwehie sunr avartly naventio

“normal” and “adjusted”
that while he is neurotic there is still life
in him.

Though he approaches the subject of
mental health from a very different angle
from Reich, and unlike Reich does not
attach an overwhelming importance to sex,
the conclusions that Fromm reaches are
very similar.

“It might seem that the psychoanalyst,
who is in the position of observing the
tenacity and stubbornness of irrational
strivings, would take a pessimistic view
with regards to man’s ability to govern
himself and to free himself from the
bondage of irrational passions. I must
confess that during my analytic work I
have become increasingly impressed by the
opposite phenomenon: by the strength of
the strivings for happiness and health,
which are part of the natural equipment
of man. ‘Curing’ means' removing the
obstacles which prevent them from be-
coming effective.”

I have been compelled to dwell, in this
short review, only with what have seemed
to me to be the most important aspects of
the book, Much of it I have been un-
able to make any reference to at all. I
have said nothing of Fromm’s excellent
treatment of the history of ethics, of his
study of the problem of hedonism in
relation to ethics, of his important differ-
entiation between character and tempera-
ment or of his concept and classification
of character types. I can only suggest
that vou read the book yourself. It will
be time well spent.

DNt XN —

THE CORRUPTING
POWER

I HAVE compared deeds, emergencics

and men; I have seen our friends, the
Communards, so honest that, fearing !
be dreadful, they were only pitiless in th
sacrifice of their lives; and I soon came 10
the conclusion, I became convinced, that
honest people in power would be as in-
capable as the dishonest would be harm-
ful, and that it is impossible for freedom
to ally itself with any kind of power.

Then, I felt that a revolution adopting
a government of whatever kind, was only
a deception, it could only be an imposture
that would not open doors to progress;
tifat the pasr institutions, which seem 10
disappear, remain intact, only changing
names; that everything is riveted to a
chain in the old world and thus, that
such government is bound ro disappear
entirely and make room for a new world,
happy and free under the sun.

Indeed, anarchy alone can render man
conscious, since it is rhe only school of
thought that will make him free and make
a complete separation between the herd
of slaves and humanity. To every man
who has climbed to power, the State’
That’s him, he considers it in rhe sam<
way as a dog looks at the bone ir gna<ws:
and he defends it for his own sake.

Now, power renders man fierce, ftf/"","
and cruel; on the other hand, serviid
degrades. Thus anarchy will be th¢
of wretched miseries in which Illc”{’/';’,l-l,.:
race has always groaned, it alml[f .
be a renewal of sufferings @
more, il Stirs up, more ©
tempered hearts for 1he figh

re

and truth. Louls! MICHEI
e wriaux {rom

(Translated by Jules Scarcer!
“Le Libertaire”.) E—
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T‘HE nation confel;nce olf; htlxe
~ommunist Party which is
EF ”?Ohﬁ:t’lilnga in a municipal hall
!'oldm‘;t;’ of Paris will not help to
. the,tha ‘Gtalinists out of their present
!’o“;ﬁi&_ Most of the speakers have
:;"’e]h'ped the theme, ‘“‘the Party is
suffering from a grave defect’’—that of
appearing sectarian, of being incapable
of appealing to the non-Communist
workers, of showing a certain inaptitude
for working with the masses.
Since the ‘“liberation”, in fact, but
particularly for the last fifteen months,

THROUGH
'THE
PRESS

UNIVERSITIES OF CRIME

Another group of murders are to some
extent the products of our prison system.’
It is not generally realised how large a
group this is. Nearly half the men
found guilty of murder every year are
persons with previous convictions for
other crimes. For example, 14 of the 30
murderers convicted in 1947 already had
a criminal record; three of them were old
lags with more than five prison sentences
cach

.—Ma.rk Benney in
Leader Magazine, 23/4/49.

WHAT MAKES BAD
BOYS ?

At the root of a seemingly incorrigible
boy’s bad behaviour there is usually
some fundamental cause—an unsettled
home life, a deep-seated fear or prejudice,
mental or physical instability.

—Mrs. F. O’Shaughnessy in

Daily Herald, 19/4/49.

NO CELTIC TWILIGHT

The World has been running towards
an ever-increasing degree of uniformity,
whether under the rule of some con-
ventionzlly elected majority or of some
ideology.

In this the Celts, whose way is more
direct and more human, individualistically
centred and selective, have been estranged;
they have not thrived like other races
and they have fallen almost into oblivion.

Uniformity, adequate for massive pro-
duction, smothers human genius and
vitality. Ideology and conventional major-
ity rules are now clashing over the
apparent wealth brought about by the
quantative returns of uniformity.

An Aimsear Cheilieach, April, 1949,

WHOSE TURN NEXT ?

Truth comments caustically on the trial
of Abetz, former German Ambassador in
Paris: “The war with Germany ended
three and a half years ago, and the weary
series of war-guilt trials still drags on.
There is a danger, if the delay is longer
protracted, that the trials arising from one
war will become mixed up with those
arising from the next. Abetz, stumbling
down from the dock, will meet Stalin and
Molotov ascending, or—for the fortunes
of war are never certain—Truman and
Bevyin.”

The Individualist, April, 1949,

MUST WE CONFORM ?

It is a fact known to naturalists that if
you were to catch a sparrow, dye its
feather bright colours and release it, it
would probably be pecked to death by its
fellows.

This very primitive—but still power-
ful—instinct to destroy any member of
the herd that differs from type is, in man,
a survival from our millions of years
passed as apes. Then it was vital 1o the
survival of the race that every member
looked, behaved, fought, thought and ate
in the same way. The trouble in our
present-day schools is that the masters
look on and approve this animal hostility
to any individuality or _original develop-
ment of a boy’s personality.

If every boy conforms rigidly to herd
customs it makes things easier for the
masters. That is the secret. The same
Wﬂu to nations, of course.

Letter in Hlustrated, 16/4/49.

I
A LESSON LEARNT
" Some 600 students of Delhi University

i ten to go on hunger-strike to-morrow
isau-e their demand for postponement

©of examinations has been turned down.

In the gaols of Fast Punjab a large
number of members of the Militant
i Hm‘,’“ Organisation have been hunger-

striking and forcibly fed.

- When a group of refugees in a Delhi
went on hunger-strike police re-
ved them to a village where they were
land. The number of hunger-
s immediately increased.

y a week passes without some in-
deciding to starve on the door-
 of the home or office of some leader.
News Chronicle, 18/4/49.

of the

the Communist Party has had a notice-
able loss of influence and a decrease in
its membership. The central party
organ, L’Humanité, which had a circu-
lation of over 500,000 copies in 1946,
now prints no more than 289,000
capies. The evening paper Ce Soir has
lost 90,000 rcaders in a few months.
In the provinces, most of the Com-
munist dailies have become weeklies.
Subscriptions and collections have gone
down.

Their trade-union support is com-
tinuously diminishing through successive
splits, through the returm to political
independence of the big federations and
through the increase in the numbers of
non-union workers. Most of the
“fellow-traveller” organisations, the
“Union of French Women”’, the “U:_:ion
of Republican Youth”, and associations
of ex-soldiers, ex-prisoners, ex-deportees,
etc., have been reduced to shadow
organisations with no other life than
conferences and resolutions.

The extraordinary gymmnastics that
the Party has imposed upon its members
and sympathisers, have worn out its
popular support. In four years the
C.P. has been nationalist and inter-
nationalist; breaker of strikes and
fomenter of strikes; supporter of
national unity, and enemy of national
unity; author of an emigration plan and
opponent of all emigration; destroyer of
the 40-hour week and fiery supporter
of a return to the 40-hour week. Even
for those workers whose memory is
short and among whom the taste for
analysis is little developed, these con-
tradictions are too flagrant.

In spite of the party’s pretensions to
a monopoly of working-class action, a
Right and a Left have formed outside
it. The Right represents the socialist
S.F.I.O., certain autonomous unions and
the majority of the central Force
Ouvriere. On the Left you will find
the anarchists, the syndicalists of the
C.N.T., the left minorities of the F.O.,
the C.G.T. and aut L\
and finally various groups like the
Rassemblement Democratique Revolu-

tionaire and the “Citizens of the
World”’.
The number and variety of the

means employed by the C.P. to reverse
these tendencies are of little avail.
There are certain towns in the South
East, on the Mediterranean coast and
in the Rhone valley (regions to which
no doubt, Soviet strategy attaches great
impertance) where campaigns of leaf-
lets and posters occur twice a week, yet
public meetings get very limited
audiences and the active movement is
dying through lack of supporters.

The causes of these repeated set-
backs are not to be found in the short-
comings of the militant Communists as
the National Conference of the Party
would suggest, but in the difficulty of
defending and supporting Soviet policy.

The struggle against the French
Government which might rally together
the immense majority of the working-
class is, for the C.P., merely an aspect
of the cold war against the United
States, for which it is much more diffi-
cult to enlist the support of the wage-
earners.

The resolutions passed by the national
conference of the Communist Party
are, in fact, merely a series of slogans
of Stalinist imperialism: struggle against
the Atlantic Pact; no war with the
U.S.S.R.; safeguarding French rights to
German reparations; re-establishment of
commercial relations with Central and
Eastern Europe. All this forms part of
the campaign “for peace”.

Their domestie policy does not escape

KFrenech

Communist Party

from Russian requirements: defence of
our industry and agriculture from
American competition, and stabilisation
of the frane, which is menaced by an
alliance. There remain only the tradi-
tional slogans—drastic reduction of
military expenditure and increase of the
purchasing power ' of the working
masses.

Contradictions abound in this policy,
following inevitably from the fact that
the C.P. is attempting to utilise all the
malcontents, including reactionaries, so
long as opposition to America is main-
tained. Thus, the Communists pity the
French industrialists who are menaced
by American competition, but demand
rises in wage rates, although the
remedy—in the capitalist regime—
would be a reduction of wages to meet
the competition of a better-equipped,
better organised rival.

It goes without saying that the
““pacifist”’ agitation succeeds in catch-
ing a few intellectuals and non-
communist militants who are won by
the emotional aspect of the campaign.

But, in general, it is received with
distrust. The decline of the French
Communist Party marks a definite set-
back for Soviet imperialism.

S. PARANE.

Dear
Sir.

CORRESPONDENT has sent us

the following copy of an exchange
of correspondence between the Medical
Students’ Association in Paris and a
local military commander. Fearing
that Lord Montgomery would have re-
ceived an answer in quite a different
tone, he finds the incident illustrating
well the difference in political tempera-

ment between medical students of
London and Paris . . .
*

The following is a recent exchange of
letters between Lt.-Colonel Journet of the
French army and the President of the
General Association of Medical Students
in Paris.

X District MILITARY ENGINEERS
19th REGIMENT

OFFICE OF THE COLONEL

Lt.-Colonel Fournet,

Officer-in-Command of the 19th Regi-

ment of Engineers to the President of

the General Association of Medical

Students in Paris. )
Monsieur le President,

The Army, because it is derided and
misunderstood, no longer benefits from
the steady flow of volunteers necessary for
the important functions it must under-
take.

The short notice herewith enclosed is
intended to spread a knowledge of the
prospects offered by the Engineers, a
branch of the service I know well, since
it is my own, and more especially by the
19th Regiment of Engineers,, whose
Commander I have the honour to be.

I would be very obliged to you for
issuing to the members of your association
the hundred copies hereto adjoined of the
above-mentioned notice. This publicity
may perhaps promote some careers, and
I can assure you that any young students
who decide to try will not regret their
decision later: an army carcer, particu-
larly as a sapper, is worth the experience.

I beg you to accept, Monsieur le
President, my humble respects.

Lr.-COLONEL JOURNET.

THROUGH A
CHILD’S EYE...

GERMANY YEAR ZERO
(London, Curzon Cinema.
Directed by Roberto Rosselini.
In German, with English sub-

titles ).
HE film is an obvious medium for
conveying the situation of post-war

Germany, ravaged by twelve years of
Hitler's rule, by the Allied bombing ?nd
by the economic chaos of occupation.
Rosselini has attempted to express in this
film something of reality of present-day
Germany through the effect of these des-
perate conditions on a particular family.
But actually the theme of the film is
narrowed down to their effect on a twelve-
year-old boy, compelled to shoulder res-
ponsibilities beyond his years in a world
in which conventional moral values are as
completely dismantled as the gaunt, shat-
tered buildings of Berlin which form the
continuous pervading background to the
action.

| FILMS I

Pretending to be fifteen, he attempts to
get a labour card in order to earn wages
in the clearance squads, he is inevitably
detected because the work is far too heavy.
At home he hears the moralistic complaints
of a sick father, whose confinement to bed
prevents him from secking the reality of
the shattered conditions which make non-
sence of his moral code, while his able-
bodied brother is afraid to register because
he was in a Nazi regiment. His sister goes
to night clubs to get cigarettes which the
Occupation troops give her, but cannot
bring herself to follow her friends' advice
and embark on frank prostitution. Intrigues
and deceptions follow from the family being
billeted on a black marketeer's house, and
there is a sideglance at the suspicion with
which another billetee, a girl who is a dis-
placed person, is regarded. Sneeringly, she
is referred to as ''the so-called victim of
Fascism"’.

His former schoolmaster, dismissed for
Nazi sympathies, provides another sordid
episode with more than a hint of paeder-
asty, all the more sordid for being vague
and indirect. It is this man's cynical
values which put into the boy's head the
idea that the weaker must go to the wall
that the stronger may survive, so that he
acts on the impulse and poisons his sick
father, intending to relieve the family's
burden. His remorse, only half compre-
hended, and mixed with childish impulses
to play, provides the material for the pro-

The General Association of Medical
Students in Paris, to M. le Lieutenant-
Colonel Fournet.

Mon Colonel,

The human body, becau-e it is derided
and misunderstood, no longer benefits
from the steady flow of students necessary
folx(' the important functions it must under-
take,

The short notice herewith enclosed is
intended to spread a knowledge of the
prospects offered by Medicine, and more
especially by gynecology, a branch of
Medicine I know well, since it is my own.

I would be verv obliged to you (and
extremely grateful) for printing 2,000
copies of the above-mentioned notice
hereto-adjoined, and for issuing them to
the sappers of your regiment.

This publicity may perhaps promote
some careers, and I can assure you that
any young soldiers who decide to try will
not regret their decision later: a medical
career, particularly as a gynecologist, is
with the experience.

[Here follows a succession of unprint-
able words.]

I beg you to accept, Mon Colonel, my
humble respects.

THE SECRETAIRE GENERAL DE
L’ASSOCIATION.

NEW EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP

IN the summer of 1946, a small group
of anarchists proposed to issuec a
quarterly journal devoted to the inter-
change of ideas and experience in pro-
gressive educational work in order “to
establish a body of factual information
from which educational principles might
be formulated”. Some of the questions
which felt needed clarification
were :
(a) Respective merits of boarding and
day schools.
() Role of academic and
education.
(c) Sexuality in infancy, childhood and
adolescence.
(d) Collective staff responsibility or
authority vested in a headmaster.
Nothing came of the proposal. It is
one of the objects of this monthly column
in Freedom to concentrate Aiscussiun on
such question, and the editors welcome
contributions from readers. :
Four out of six of the progressive
schools approached in 1946 replied that
the New Education Fellowship seemed to
cover the ground. o
Foundef in 1915, the N.E.F. is now a
world movement of 17,000 members. Its
aim is “to promote the exchange and
practice of ideas that slrcnglhpn the
foundations of peace”. That it is non-

it was

of social

governmental gives it freedom to act
swiftly and independently (though at the
same time it has a consultative status in
UNESCO), and through it one may, in
Mat Kavanagh's phrase, “talk to people
who have never heard of us”, and who are
working in some branch of a state
cducational system or in a private pro-
gressive school,

Such members as Kees Boeke of the
Children’'s Workshop Community, Hol-

EDUCATION |

land; Adolphe Ferriere; Prof. Saiyidain
of Bombay; Minna Specht of the Oden-
waldschule; Henri Wallon, who succeeded
Paul Langevin as president of the French
section; and Carleton Washburne . of
Winnetka, U.S.A., may indicate the com-
plexion and type of educational experi-
ment to which it gives expression.

The main activities of the N.E.F. are:

1. The monthly publication of the
New Era, which is one of the few edu-
cational magazines owned and directed by
an international body. It is also excep-
tional in that it emphasises the importance
of the emotions and social living in
human development.

2. The running of a Book Club
which, in association with  Messrs.
Heinemann, publishes three books a year.
Examples are: W. B. Curry of Darting-
ton’s  Education  for Sanity; l\_/hss
Bazeley’s Homer Lane and the Litrle
Commonwealth; Jean Piaget’s Play and
Childhood.

3. The organization of Research. A
project just about to be begun by a
Pilot group in London is to discover the
basic prejudices amongst teachers that
militate against education for a world
community.

4. Conferences, About twenty world
and regional conferences have been held
since 1921. The next European one is to
be held near Cirencester, Gloucestershire,
from 4-12 August, 1949. The theme will
be ‘“The New Education and World
Peace”, There will be a numbBer of
lectures, but the main work will be car-
ried out by leaderless discussion groups
coneentrating on questions of (a) attitude
change and (&) personal frustrations and
group tensions within the school com-
munity.

Further details about any of the above
may be obtained from the International
Headquarters, 1, Park Crescent, London,
W.1.

ANTHONY WEAVER.

longed final sequences which are most
feelingly conveyed, and end in the child's
suicide.

Rosselini comes near to avoiding the be-
setting fault of his earlier films, "Open
City"' and 'Paisa"—an obvious fascination
for the brutalities and cruelties of his sub-
ject matter. In this film this preoccupation
comes out only in the schoolmaster episodes
already referred to; for the rest the impact
of the appalling conditions, the deceit, the
pilfering, the garbage-can existence, and
above all, the continuous menace of empty
ruins and their shadows in the sun, are
treated in a highly imaginative manner, and
bring the film near to greatness even
though the subject matter seems to pre-
clude a full feeling of the tragedy of life
after war.

J.H.

THE TREASURE OF THE
SIERRA MADRE (Provinces).

HE story upon which this film is based

was written by B. Traven who, with

Gustav Landauer and Erich Miihsam,
played a prominent part in the Bavarian
revolution after the first World War and
edited the anarchist paper ''The Tile-
Burner"”, under the name of Ret Marut. He
was sentenced to death and escaped on his
way to execution, eventually re-appearing in
Mexico, where he lives in an isolated town
from which a series of novels has come,
the best-known of which are "The White
Rose" and "The Death Ship”. The "Treasurs
of the Sierra Madre" is the story of three
men seeking and finding gold in a remote
mountainous part of Mexico, and of its
effect upon their characters, for "Gold does
somethin' to ya,as the old-timer Walter
Huston observes. It is a simple tale with
gun-battles, pursuits and summary execu-
tions, but is considerably more interesting
and original than most Westerns because
of its authentic background, the impassive
faces of the Indians, the opening scenes in
Tampico and the superb acting of Walter

Huston. The dialogue is tense and racy,
and for those that like him, there is
Humphrey Bogart.

Ww.
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ROM many industries comes evidence
that a sense of frustration and
grievance is deep-seated and growing.
While this is sometimes expressed in the
way we have referred to so often—the
wing demand for ‘workgrs’ control, or

at least, workers’ participation in manage-
ment—we must admit that the main
sense of grievance is bound up with
nothing more radical than the desire for
more wages.
Even this,
stances, can
developments.

however, in to-day’s cir-
lead to more radical
The demand for more
wages is in direct conflict with the
Government’s present policy of wage-
pegging, but the recent Budget and con-
tinued rise in the cost of living is so
discrediting that policy that many an
erstwhile Labour supporter is looking
around for an alternative.

The trades unions, it goes without say-
ing, are not looking for alternatives,
except those which are C.P. dominated
and so already think they have found
one, but they are in a quandary. Follow-
ing the Budget, the T.U.C.’s Economic
Committee met and, of course, announced
that they gave it their support and would
continue to support the Government’s
wages policy. The individual unions,
however, are free to agitate for wage
increases and even to criticise the White
Paper, and it may be taken that they even
welcome the opportunity to appear mili-
tant and to rally some support where they
had been steadily losing it for years.

There is a limit, though, to how far
they will go in criticising the Govern-
ment, and a few emotional appeals to
loyalty will still do the trick at election
time.

THE RAILWAYMEN
ESPECIALLY peeved with the wages
question are railway workers, still one

of the lowest-paid sections of the com-
munity. Their recent claim for a 12s. 6d.
a week increase (vie the N.U.R.) was
turned down flat, and the refusal has
already led to at least one strike in the
North and go-slow movements elsewhere.
Real trouble can be prophesied for the
railway bosses if substantial satisfaction is
not given the railmen before long.

BETTESHANGER

FAR more important fundamentally are
the recent events at Betteshanger
Colliery, Kent, where all the men were
sacked because the Coal Board is “not
prepared to lose another penny “in con-
tinuing to run the pit.” Betteshanger is
a highly mechanised pit, and on paper
should be both productive and profitable,
but the Board claim there is strong Com-
munist influence and that the men have
been going slow.

We are not in 2 position at the moment
to deal thoroughly with this case, but
certain features betray themselves whether
the C.P. is at work or not. The first
of these is that the National Coal
Board is in a far stronger position to
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fight working-class action than individual
mine-owners ever were. If the workers
look like being successful in their struggle
at any one point of production, the Board
can simply close down that particular
plant and the workers are sunk.

Arising out of that, we see the grow-
ing, rather than decreasing, importance
of the more revolutionary approach to
working-class struggles. While individual
strikes or other forms of struggle can be
crushed by a ruthless state, the widespread
or general strike still leaves odds-on the
workers if they are sufficiently determined
and prepared.

Further, incidents like Betteshanger
only prove more conclusively that
nationalisation is no panacea, but that
the only solution is workers’ control.

We hope to come back to this subject
shortly and deal with it and all its im-
plications more thoroughly.

THE DOCK STRIKE

HE recent unofficial and illegal London

Dock Strike was also said to be
Communist-inspired, and certainly Dick
Barrett, the leader of the “Blue-Ticket”
union—the National Amalgamated Union
of Stevedores and Dockers—is a Com-
munist.

Equally certainly, however, the dockers’
action is based on no particular ex-
pediency, but on a real defence of their
economic standing. 32 men were being
dismissed as redundant because, it was
claimed, they were no longer fit for the
work. The dockers thought men should
not be cast aside just like that when they
are no longer strong enough for the
dockers’ heavy work.

At the moment of writing, the men are
back pending the giving of the statutory
21 days’ notice of strike—to make it legal.
We hope to be able to deal more fully
with this also in our next issue.

ANARCHISM is before all other things

a social theory. It concerns itself (in
a thoroughly workmanlike fashion) with
the status of its lowest common factor
(the individual) within the social frame-
work.

Clearly and unassailably it establishes
a sound scientific formula for the con-
tinued development of the human race
by postulating only those fundamentals
concerned with the healthy growth and
maturing of the individual within the
species.

And always there has been attracted to
it the sharpest minds and fearless spirits
within an outworn and outmoded social
system. The very grandeur of the idea
and the poetry of its form has much to
do with its present lowly status as a
beacon of attainment. ‘“Not for us the
ultimate,” cry the many, “one step enough

Feelinos arncl

L frmoterncenends

UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON

for me” the expression of the masses and
thus in a tangle of political makeshifts,
the voice of Freedom 1is stifled and
evolution meanders into the cesspool of
stagnation.

Anarchism suffers thus; born as a virile
reaction to insufferable iniquities in the
dark womb of time, it has remained as it
was genited—a sharp challenge and com-
plete answer to the social inequalities of

Kid Gloves Off?

Dear CoMRADES,

I have read with interest the recent
controversy over “workers’ interests” and
agree to a large extent with what you
say concerning the importance of sex and
education (though it must be said that
because anarchists give these two items
more attention than is given to them by
other revolutionary movements, this in
no way diminishes the importance of
working conditions, since, after all, the
worker usually spends some third of his

before indulging in speculations concern-
ing monogamy
selective or otherwise.
to Herbert Reads’ pamphlet on education.

of appeal to the work of Freedom is that
its publishers apparently cannot make up
their minds as to whether it should be a
predominantly
dominantly

present it is an uneasy compromise- be-
tween the two.

another : .
theoretical journal it might possibly be

FREEDOM
the

group—in case of the

advantageous to make it an international

versus promiscuity—
The same applies prof

but
(2) One of the reasons for the lack

theoretical
propagandist

or a
paper.

pre-
At

our

A possible solution to

publication.
doubt be made by those comrades who

Another objection will no

ess an abhorrence for “proppga.nda“';’
because “sloganised and agitational

writing is irritating to the matured revolu-
tionary, it in no way means that it is
not of vital importance.

These, then, are my suggestions.
may I say further than in my opinion

And

propaganda should henceforth take

off its kid gloves and aim at “infuriating”
the workers out of their bourgeois stag-

. . . . ) V' C
active life in such an environment). HOW-  this would be to issue both a theoretical ‘-‘3“”‘- . vhme\lm T P
ever, though both the letter of C.W. and d di e idea is extremely distasteful to those

> & 3 . 2 k an a  propagandist journal. The  <narchists” whose conception of direct
your reply succeed in making their points,  adyantages of such an arrangement are  ,crion appears to consist of lying on &
I.(hmk far too llt.tle attention has been  ghyious. Not only would the casual nail-bed of metaphysics and contem-
given to the question of how we are 10  regder be no longer put off by some im- 5

propagate our ideas in such a way as to
hold the interest of the ‘“casuals” and I
would therefore like to put forward the
following suggestions as a tentative solu-
tion of at least part of the problem:

(1) That in order that the worker may
fully understand the anarchist case, our
ideas must be stated in a manner as f
simply and as fundamentally as possible.
This is by no means the position with t
regard to sex and education with existing
E.P. publications. If we wish to interest
the worker in the libertarian approach
to sex-relationships it is no use com-
mencing with a treatise of the character
and, at times, obscurity of Alex Comfort’s
essay—apart from its definitely parti-
san approach to anarchism. It is ob-

P

which gives the postulates and justifica-

subject whoseé appeal is limited to the
fully conscious revolutionary,
theoretical
space for translations of the work whose
ideas the editors so rightly deplore. That

“Libertarian’, i
viously much better to start with a work “‘Anarchist”, in Libertarian publications.
As K. J. Kenafick said, in his extremely

ortant but, to him, obtuse article on a

to

but bo

would provide

the

journal the

plating the eternalness
but if we are to make anarchism a force

of their navels,

be reckoned with in the horrors of the
urgeoisie our adherent must be recruited

from thinking men not automatons, and
you’ll never make the worker of to-day
think by describing the doubtful benefits

there are difficulties to this proposition I of belief in a world-soul, only by shocking
ully realise. .. The most apparent 1S, N0  him into opposition to his hitherto-
doubt, money, but I see no reason why accepted prejudices.

he publication of one or other of the Yours fraternally,
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That Word Again!

ECENTLY I have been pleased to see
an increasing use of the word
in lieu of the word

usually ) > 3 )
hearer’s mind, of a sinister-looking figure
w
bomb. 1
munism is loosely used to describe that

calls up the image, in the

earing a black cloak and carrying a l‘:u:;
In these days the term Com-

tion for the principle which has the erudite book Bakunin and Karl Marx, it hodge-podge of B\nn_qmsm .und _early
adherence of all genuine anarchists— = would be better for all parties if Marxian authoritarianism w}‘nch is the
ie., the rejection of any legal or Bakuninists had continued to describe the theoretical ba_sis on wt_nch lbc SO-
ecclesiastical sanction or co-ercion, in the themselves as “Revolutionary Socialists”—  called “Communist”  parties, of the
relationships of ‘'men’ and women. In instead of adopting the term “anarchists” Cominform, are built. ~For this reason

other words the belief of anarchists in
free union as opposed to co-ercive
marriage.

So far as I know, the only available
work of this nature is Shelley’s Essay on

to describe themselves; for not only do
most people think only of anarchy as
meaning ‘“‘anarchy”, in the vulgar sense
of the térm, but the word

“anarchist”

Marriage, which is perhaps too brief for
this purpose, but the fact remains that we
must state our fundamental premises

its conception.

Life flows ceaselessly on. Generations
arise and seek to grapple with its im-
mediate problems. The fashion of ex-
ploitation changes form. Our ideas of
things and our relationship to things are
transformed in great measure.

The dialetic of motion is ceaseless and
we would fain join issue armed with the
semi-obsolete conceptions of a more rug-
ged and heroic age.

Bakunin with the answer to a savage
and ruthless capitalism even as the
scholarliness and ‘patience of Kropotkin
was counterpart of - a more sedate and
urbane exploitation.

Is it any wonder that terms like
“Freedom” and “Liberty” are incompre-
hensible to a proletariat conditioned to
long years of subtle and astute exploita-
tion masked within a shrewd sop of social
service.

Freedom and liberty, these well-loved
phrases of the militants, are overdue for a
revaluation.

The phrases as well as the tactics of
struggle must take on a modern meaning.
Constructiveness usurp destructiveness.
Not so long ago, the “‘strike” meant to
withdraw from production with its con-
comymitants, starvation and too often sub-

. concepts.

Letters\

mission. To-day, the tendency is to re-
main at the seat of production. Not too
remote is the will to lock-out the owners
of industry. This changing nature of
things must find reflection in ethical
The “positive” nature of
factory occupation gives the lie to our
old-fashioned idea of negative freedom.
Freedom to-day, it is becoming increas-
ingly known, means the shouldering of the
burdens of social-economics.

In its slow and maddening way, the
entry of worker elements into Joint In-
dustrial Boards and so on, indicate the
responsibility complex is maturing. With-
in certain limits, much scope exists for
building up a requisite alternative to the
doomed present. He who in scorn would
deprecate or withhold participation in
these activities are the veriest types in
revolutionary tactics. Infiltration in class
war is as well-established as its counter-
part in military spheres.

] Declassé, too, is the notion that our
‘Freedoms” can be granted through
I’ar.liaments. The long years of fruitless
political activity is giving place to a
sharpening tempo in industrial conflict in
which the workers (Tory, Liberal, Labour
and_ Communist achieve a natural unity
against a common enemy—the State.

the term ‘‘Anarchist Communism™ causes
many misunderstandings; some even look
upon us as another brand _nf Stalinist
It is time we stopped describing ourselves
as anarchists
term
term ‘“Libertarian Socialist”.

and re-adopted either the

“Revolutionary Socialist” or the

Yours fraternally, Francis KiING.

A Modern Conception of Anarchism

The anarchist role to-day means standing
four-square with the worket in his day-to-
day struggles, accepting existing organisa-
tional forms as a preference to the
isolation eventual in new “Left” organisa-
tions. The sorry state of the once-
powerful 1.W.W. surely stands as a lasting
warning against further division. One
merely moves the “Left” into opposition
to the “Ponderable” masses.

If one is sure of himself and is cogni-
sant of the historic réle of Labour he
need not fear “contamination’”. Real free-
dom in a modern sense means the ability
to create and consume, the cycle being
complementary. The absolute freedom of
another generation is as obsolete as the
mechanics of its age.

The ‘strong social ties (a necessary
alternative to compulsion) decree that
freedom aligns itself to society at a given
stage in development.

How true is the concept “Nothing is!
All things are becoming!”

For the anarchist, there is no rest, no
laying down of arms, no finality! only an
endless chain of “Ewver Becoming” in
which ultimately (through its exercise) the

individuality of its components become

rooted so that one may truly say, “I am

unique.”

MAY st ® 5—8.30 p.m.
Open Air Meeting at Hyde Park
MAY 8th Philip Sansom

Art, Sex and Syndicalism
MAY 15th Albert Meltzer

The U.A.G. & the Anarchist International
MAY 22nd

Every Sunday et 7.30 p.m,
At 8, Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.I.

SUMMER SCHOOL
will be held this year in Liverpool on
Sat. 30th, Sun. 3Ist July, and
Mon. Ist August.
Accommodation and meals available.
Will readers who would like to attend,
assuming the cost to be reasonable, please
write to:
Joan Sculthorpe,
Flat C, 45, Catharine Street, Liverpool, 8.

WEST YORKSHIRE ANARCHIST
GROUP
A Public Meeting
will be held in
Room 3, Laycock's Chambers, Albion Court,
Kirkgate, BRADFORD,
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May Ist, 1949.
Questions invited. All welcome.

BIRMINGHAM ANARCHIST
CIRCLE
PUBLIC MEETINGS

Saturday, 30th April 7 p.m.
~ Anti-Militarist Meeting
in the BULL RING.
Sunday, Ist May 6.30 p.m.

May Day Rally
Speaker: Mat Kavanagh

‘GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP
On and after April 24th :
Outdoor Meetings
MAXWELL STREET.
i every Sunday at 7 p.m.,
‘Frank Leech, John Gaffney, Eddie Shaw.

k.-

Carl Robert
Theoretical Foundations of the Third Camp

(Continued from page 1)

This open admission only confirms the
point that Freedom has been making
from the start of the new civil war in
China—that the struggle is basically one
between Russian Imperialism on the one
hand, and Anglo-American imperialism
on the other. The question of help for
South China has once more become a
subject for political debate (coloured,
necedless to say, by the Republicans’
desire to diseredit the Democratic
policy of Truman) in American govern-
ment cireles.

Now, American aid to Chiang Kai-
shek ceased when it became apparent
that it went into the pockets of the
incredibly corrupt administrators of the
centralist government of the Kuomin-
tang. Liberalistic critics urge that help
to be renewed, but that it should be
conditional on certain land and adminis-
trative rceforms designed to make the
Kuomintang regime “‘worth fighting
for”. Needless to say, any reformism
urged by the Americans can only be
for the purpose of protecting their
interests, and achieving democratic
support for their nominees may be in-
compatible with the property interests
involved. In any case, the good faith
of the American government does not
exist, any more than it does for any
other imperialism, for they aim not at
“right relations” in the human sphere,
but at their own power or the curtailing
of that of their rivals,

Internal Resistance

Hamstrung
If American liberals are unrealistic
in their faith in the good will of their
government, what more practical altern-

ative can be advanced by more clear-

sighted people who put the interests of
humanity in general and the Chinese
people in particular in the forefront of
their proposals? Distaste at American
imperialism and the scheming of
perfidious Albion should not mask the
fact that Communist. (that is, Russian
Imperialist) domination of China is no
more attractive a proposition—it is per-
missible to regard it as a greater evil.
Nor ean support logically be extended
to the former dictatorship of the
Kuomintang, or the rule of the land-
lords and Chinese Banking interests.

Again, if it is impossible—as it
clearly is—to support any one of the
present active protagonists among the
Imperialists, are there any alternative
forces in China to-day which contain
the possibility of social justice and
human  fulfilment for the Chinese
people? The answer is, yes—the
Chinese people themselves; but their
cffectiveness in the struggle is only
potentional at the moment. As always
in such struggles, the mass of the
people are apathetic about supporting
any of the forces whose main
attribute is the one which they possess
in common—the desire to exploit them.
If the people of China would follow
their own interests and place themselves
on a firm economic base by seizing
direct control of the land and industry,
they would be in a more powerful
position than any of the interventionists
and their various puppets. The vicarious
war of foreign powers, waged with
Chinese lives, for other than Chinese
ends, would fade into the background
and be consumed in the flame of the
social revolution.

Now, it is clear enough that this
solution can be the only radical one; all
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THE WAR IN CHINA

Thus, through dialectic motion,

the

philosopher’s seemingly futile speculation
achieves validity. A Stirner at one pole
and a Marx at the other will be found

others involving the victory of one of
the imperialist camps must only pro-
long the agony of the Chinese workers,
while the prolongation of the struggle
through the failure of any one group
to exclude its rivals would be the worst
outcome of all. No amount of **practical
politics” of the kind that says, “Yes,
but what we have to deal with is the
situation here and now in China’’, and
get over the fact that when that situa-
tion is “dealt with” the plight of the
Chinese millions still remains unsolved.
This lesser evil argument only *‘solves’
the problem from the imperialist angle
—the safeguarding of various property

rights, economic spheres, market ad- M.P. £l. ey
vantages and the like. P | £7 10 8
[ ; A reviously acknowledged £118 &6 7
I'he Practical Alternative ¥ 9 b s -
To be really practical, therefore, one 1949 TOTAL TO DATE £125 17 3
must fan the flame of the embryo -
Chinese  revolution along  anarchist * Regular monthly contributor.
lines—that is to say, lines which do
not lead to more leaders and more

bondage at the end of the struggle and

to be just facets of the one great drama
of life in which living one’s life boldly
and fully is the philosopher’s stone
absolving all contradictions.
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revolution.  Opinion in  revolutionary

circles in England and America should
therefore be directed towards making it
impossible for governments to secure
popular support for more imperialist
adventures at the expense of Chinese
life and happiness. And this humane
and forceful public opinion
achieved without falling into the error
of implying support for the Communists
and their masters in  the
Hands off the Chinese people’s struggle

to free themselves from all imperialist
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