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HAVING worn out the seat of his pants
in his participation in the Second
Fgont, Ha_rry_ Pollitt may be seen these days
wildly swinging a pick in the King Street
. offices in an attempt to prove to all and
sundry', his rightful claim to the title of
ch_m_npxon of the miners, solver of the coal
crisis. His latest achievement in coal-get-
_ ung, takes the form of shooting down the
e already falling Mr. Robert Foot, the “inde-
pendent” chairman of the Mining Associa-
tion, whose “Plan for Coal” our hero Harry
singles out for his own special broadside.
Pollitt is backing a favourite when he at-
tacks the Foot Plan which stood condemned
in the eyes of the miners even before it was
X born; the stable wherein it was foaled being
expected to inevitably produce a plan of
this character. All pit-workers, without ex-
ception, throughout the country, have con-
demned the private ownership of the mines
in no uncertain manner. No twists or turns
by the Mining Association can swerve them
from their resolve,

The time has come for the ending of the
reign of profit in coal. Who then does
Harry Pollitt hope 1o influence or impress
in his valiant battle against the owners
plan? Not the miners; their minds were
made up on this issue, 25 years ago, when
Harry was working, actually working, for
bis living. Not the organised working-class
movement; the rank and file have always
stood four-square with miners in this matter.

|/
e

¢ Londorx
Dock Strike
The London dock strike which started at
the end of last week has involved 7,000 dockers.
At the moment of writing the strike seems to be
coming to an end, the dockers having received
the assurance that an enguiry would be held im-

mediately into the administration of the National
Dock Labour Corporation.

The stoppage which began at the Royal Albert
Docks may seem to have been caused by a petty
grievance and the reports in the Press tried 1o
make it appear s, but the reality is different.

The particular capse of the sirike was the
setting up of am office for the men to report
at for work each day inside the dock gates. The
call stand was always outside the gates. Now an
attempt has been made 1o shift it on the
“boss’s ground”.

This moving of the call stand has more than
a symbolic importance. The dockers regard it
as a threat against the employment of casual
labour which was exiensively used before the
war. They regard it 28 2 demonstration of
power on the part of the National Dock Labour
Corporation which is trying 1o imroduce stricter
discipline 1o cut down absemtecism. They don’t
see why they should report on the Corporation’s
ground where they are not even zllowed to smoke
while waiting.

The men are being told that the change is
a revolutionary one which will act in their
favour as it will end the bad old days of casual
labour. dockers are not so easily fooled.
They don’t wish; of course, 10 go back 10 the
days of upemployment, when they had 1o fight
for a few bours’ work, but they realise that the
nlmhuan of casual labour would mean 2 reduc-
tion in wages by depriving them of their freedom
10 seek work where they wish.

The dockers have come out withour any warn-
ing and in defiance of their union leaders. Al-
most immediately troops were used znd on
Monday it was reporied that about 3,000 troops
were at work. It must be obvious 10 anyone
that the fact of being able 10 use troops
strengthens the position of the Government and
the bosses and weakens that of the sirikers. Iy
is fherefore incredible thar an offical of the
Amalgamated Stevedores’ Union, Mr. Donovan

< should give his blessing 10 the wse of scab

Asked by a reporter about troops being called
Donovan

| in, Mr. said: “Owr attwude 35 that if
this is far tkc.llandb'm; of vital goods

m""@‘" objection 1o ",

en the increase recently. Apart
tiredness and lack of proper food
e | § men are often put on
scutive days in what

” on which they
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Perhaps it is the Castlereagh’s and the
newly-won converts of the Russia To-day
Society, for whom the pamphlet is wrirten.
Or, on the other hand it may be Pollitt has
also seen the writing on the wall and seeks
to divert, and move to implement, a real
revolutionary change, with the parrot-like
cry of “Nationalisation”. For that to Mr.
H. Pollitt is “the only real solution”. This
Nationalisation, called for by the “Left-
pollittians” is nothing new. In Russia,
Harry’s spiritual home, Nationalisation has
been “the thing” for nearly 30 years. It
would therefore be quite fair to draw some
useful conclusions from the Russian picture

and ask the pamphleteer a few pertinent
questions on this score.

In an attempt to soft-soap the miner, Pollint
expresses the sentiment that under Nationalisa-
non they may be, capable of grear things . . .
“find that our British miners, with all their skill
and genius for improvisation, were making sug-
gestions for technical improvements and increas-
ed output no less revolutionary than those made
by the Soviet miner, Stakhanov, whose name

gven us a new word all over the world for
!.he mitiative of workers in increasing production
in the interest of themselves and their peoples.”
Stzkhanovism! Does Pollirt really think this
has given us a new word? It has set a new low.
On a par with, or even worse than, the Ford
and Bedaux schemes, this method ,alleged 10
emanate from Stakhanov, is given a very old-
fashioned Anglo-Saxon word in our coalfield.
This “benefit”, flowing directly from Nationalis-
ation, brought about the depreciation of the
Russian miners’ standard of living, the reduction
of the norms of work, and speed-up in produc-
tion to the detriment of the health and lives of
the workers. These “successes” were immedia-
tely extended to all other industries and incurred
the wrath and opposition of large sections of the
[ 1 WOIKETS. Didn’t Harry hea I .
pleas Nis communist counterparts in rrance 1o
stop the publication of the Stakhanovite records
of phenomenal coal production as the figures
were being received with ribald laughter by the
French miners? Has Comrat Pollitt never heard
of the condemnation by the Durham miners dele-
gation to-Russia, in “plain honest pit terms”
of the employment of women in the Soviet coal

-
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Lel Miners Solve their Problems!

mines? Their outspoken comments on the de-
plorable conditions of the miners, both in the
pit and in their hovels called homes? No! 1
wonder? All this, after Nationalisation had
been enforced for nearly a generation. Under
State Control the Russian miners have no real
say in the management of the industry. All the
managers or directors are appointed from above
and these in turn choose the lesser officials,
overseers, deputies, firemen, etc. Nationalisa-
tion would, in this country produce similar if
not identical results.

If, may we suppose, Nationalisation of the
mines becomes a legal fact, then in order to
supply the increased needs of the home in-
dustries, there must be, intensification of coal
production, when more than likely the occasion
would arise for the imposition of such stunts
as “Socialist competition” and Stakhanov-
ism. No Harry, it won’t wash, for as you
say, “the miners know what benefits nationalisa-

tion will bring . . . ” As did Leain during the
Russian Revolution, so does Pollitt and his
henchmen now, utilising the sincere and

genuine demands of the miners for the abolition
of private ownership seeck to saddle the workers
with yet another evil.

Speaking as a working miner the impression
has been given to us by the advocates of Nat-
ionalism, that it implies a more direct voice in
the management of the industry. Nothing, of
course could be further from the truth. The
only way that the miners’ demands can be effec-
tively fulfilled is by their raking the manage-
ment of the pits into their own hands, and by
the establishment of independent pit committees

WILL GRIGG PROTEST ?
LIKE HELL

Conservative candidates from wvarious
parts of the country, including some
from the Forces, attended a political
course which opened yesterday at the
Jnni?r Carlton Club, London—the first

Party has held since the war.

Daily Express, 23/2/45.
Members of the Forces are persecuted
for reading Anarchist literature bur
are allowed to attend political courses
organised by the Tories.

NEW INTERNATIONAL.

TOOL OF

’l‘l“u United Nations have decided

to invite leading representatives
of the international trade union move.
ment to attend the San Francisco Con
ference in an advisory and consultative
capacity. At the World Trade Union
Conference held recently in London it
was unanimously demanded that
Labour should have a seat at the
Labour Conference and at all other
conferences at which the future status
and conditions of the workers will be
involved. The leaders of the United
Nations have now granted one of these
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_ candidates’. eourse the  Conservative |

that control all phases of coal unilisation. These
commiltees federated locally and nationally can
assess the needs of the community through con-
federation with other industrial federarions. In
a word, Workers Control. Administration by
those who actually produce the commodity—naot
by amateurs!

I repeat, the Foot Plan is purely and
simply reactionary in character, a futile at-
tempt to stave off what is inevitable, both
under the existing phases of the capitalist
system and its future(?) developments, and
in the face of the growing realization of the
need for a revolutionary social change. On
the other hand, Pollitt’s alternative is coun-
ter-revolutionary by aiming at a conscious
diversion of the coming revolutionary up-
surge into channels that place the workers &
yet a greater degree of political and econo-
mic bondage.

There is, of course, one sure method of

“testingthe ardour of those professing a con-

cern for our welfare and the need for more
coal, and that is, to offer to share our hon-
ourable calling.

What about it Harry? There’s plenty of
room for you below.

TOM CARLISLE.

GLASGOW

to defence of

The following statement about the four

arrested comrades has been produced in

leaflet form by our Glasgow comrades and

has been distributed by the thousand

amongst Glasgow and Clydeside workers.
*

Here's to those who would read,
Here's to those who would write,

But there's not who are afraid,

The truth should be heard,

Than those whom the truth would indict.

Robert Burns.
WORKERS!

We call upon you to rally to the
defence of our London comrades who
are being charged with sedition. After
the lessons of John Mclean’s case in
the last war, when this great champion
of the workers’ cause who gave his
all to educating the workers, was sen-
tenced to four years’ imprisonment on
much the same charge, we call upon
you, in your own interest, to talke up
the cause of the four comrades whose
records in the class struggle we lay
hefore you.

1. MARIE LOUISE BERNERL

Maric Louise Berneri was born in Italy, but
was forced 1o leave when her parents were
huundu] out of Ialy b) Mussolini because of
their setivity as Anarchists in the working-
class struggle against Fascism. Her father,
Professor Berneri carried on the struggle in
France, and served several terms of imprison-
ment for his defenee of the workers. In
1936, the Spanish workers sent out their call
of revolt, and Berneri wes not found wanting.
He joined his Anarchist comrades in Spain and
played a promincnt part in the organisation
of milities snd fought bimself on the front.
He paid with his life for his militancy, being
shot in 1937.

During the present war, Maric Louise
Berneri's mother was arrested in France in
1940 and handed over to the Italian govern-
ment.  She was imprisoned in Germany and
Italy, but is now free, and is currying on the
workers' struggle in Southern Italy.

After her father’s death, Maric Louise Ber-
neri eame to England and scquired British
nationality by marriage. She continued ber
activity with the Ann‘mhiu- in prc:ducing the

ascist paper Spain and the World, help-

| ing Spanish refugees from the Civil War, and
s e I

CALLS ALL

WORKERS

the four London Anarc¢hists

Press her opposition te Capitalism, Fascism
and Nazism. As is well known, the Anarchists
have opposcd the war from a working class
standpoint as an imperialist war, warning the
workers against Fascism at home.

2. VERNON RICHARDS.

Her husband, Vernon Ricbards, is well
known in the work of Freedom Press. At the
age of 18 he joined Camillo Berneri in the
production of an Anarchist paper in Italian,
When the Spanish Revolution broke out in
1936, when he was 20, he founded Spain and
the World and edited it throughout the war,
explaining to the workers in this country the
significance of the Spanish Anarchists’ strug-
gle. At the same time he helped support
orphaned Spanish children, and later Spanish
refugees who eame to this country. Through-
out his life he has fought against Franco, Hit-
ler and Mussolini from the working class
angle. )

At the beginning of the war he registered
as a conscientious objector but was put on
the military register and offered o commission
in the Roval Engincers which he refused, and
continued in his job as a civil engineer.

He has never sought the
limelight, but has been an untiring comrade in
the cause of the oppressed.

3. JOHN HEWETSON.

John Hewetson is a young doctor, who be-
fore the war was aetive in the anti-war move-
ment.  In the struggle for pence he eame to
realize that War is the logic of Class Socicty,
and unlike many, did not shrink from the
reeognition of this fact, bui brought his activi-
ties into line with his knowledge. Joining
the Amnarchist movement in the first year of
the war he econtinued to EXpose  war
capitalism, being more convinced by what he
suw in the essualty departments of hospitals
of poverty—and war stricken Un-

and

London.

like many who showted for war, Comrade
Hewetson stayed in London throughouot the
blitz of 194041 and 1944. He was im-

1940 for secll a working class
paper outside Hyde Park and refusing to pay
the fine. Again in 1942 he served
months for refusing 1o accept a commission in
the R.AM.C., contending that the civilian
working class were entitled to more medical
attention than they getting, and oppos
sing the wholesale drafting of doctors into the
Army. GComrade Hewetson is the suthor of
: enn
a mew pamphlet on “Italy after Mussolini®,
which would already have been in circulation
but for the police raids on Freedom Press.

4. PHILIP SANSOM

Like Comrade Hewetson, Philip Sansom

prisoned in

wao

wore

erying on through the ”h of Freedom  glso worked in the anti-war movement, but

when the war came it became crystal clear
to him that to try and abolish war was hope-

less as long as there were oppressed and
oppressors 1n society.  Although a talentod
young artist who could quite easily have

attained comfort on the side of the oppressors
by selling his talents in the commercial field,
he entered instead into the class struggle,
gladly taking sides with the oppressed. He
has bent his whole energics unsparingly, and
without thought of monetary gain, in the
movement of his class—the workers of the
\‘(Jrl(lv

None of these comrades has ever
been a member of a political party or
received any payment for the work
they do in the class struggle., All of
them ecarn their own living, like other
workers. We lay their records before
vou, the workers, to give judgment and
help us to create a tremendous de-
fence. Remember that P. G. Wode-
house who broadcast from Berlin
many times during the war had no
charge brought against him; Badoglio,
the murderer of Abyssinia, has been
feted and whitewashed; Mosley has
been released from gaol. Workers,
awake and watch! Be on your guard,
lest in the *‘fight for democracy’ all
vou will have won will be Fascism!
Don't let men and women who cham-
pion the cause of the workers go down
before the onslaught of reaction! They
need you, you need them. These com-
rades have fought for years on your

side. Give them all you've got!

Comrades and Friends !

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

large or small for the defence of the

4 ANARCHIST COMRADES

To the Treasurer :

Freedom Press Defence Committee
17 St. Georges Street,

Hanover Sq., London, W.C .|

CLASS

demands, and why should they refuse?
Hasn't the World Trade Union Con-
gress proved that the ruling elass has
nothing to fear from “organized
labour™'?

The Conference held in London can
only be looked upon by workers all
over the world as having completely
betrayed the principles of internation-
ulism and socialism on which inter-
national workers' organizations should
be founded. But the Big Three and
their satellites can only look on the
Conference with satisfaction and they
offer to the good boys of the Labour
Movement a seat, at the end of the
table, at their conference. If the
workers will protest against the deci-
sions reached at the San Francisco
conference the Governments will be
able to turn round and say: “Your
leaders were consulted, what are you
complaining about?”

The London Conference was n ¢oms-
plete failure from the workers' point
of view. Nothing c¢lse could have
been expected from a mecting of dele-
gates who, with a few minor cxeep-
tions, have a record of compromisc
with the capitalist class or of servitude
to the State; of delegates who arrive
in planes and ships put at their dis-
posal by their governments; of dele-

(Continued en p. 4; ceol. 1)

Stop Press!
Anarchisls
Appear in Courtl

Soldier Witnesses called

The prosccution of the four anarchist
comrades—referred to elsewhere in this issuc
—was opened at Marylebone to-day before
magistrate Ivan E. Snell. The Public Prosc-
cutor opened by stating the basis of the
charges, quoting extensively from War Com-
mentary and a eircular letter which he alleged
Freedom Press had sent out to various con-
tacts in the Forees last October and November.
He called Privates Taylor, Pontin and Mae-
donald and Sapper Colin Ward as witnessecs
who had reecived the liternture—found when
their kits were searched.  Capt. Macaulay,
I.t. Wortley and Capt. Davis stated that they
conducted searches upon the instructions of
a "higher authority™.

The Prosceutor read the following passage
—*"“We opposc all means of muintaining class-
divided socicty, parliament and the legal
systern, the Church and the Army.” He
then said—**Anybody is entitled to hold .ﬂw-h
opinions if they wish to hold thcm.. . It is
not part of this case to attack such opinions—
they may be the answer to all our problems.
His case was that thesc opinions were
“disseminated with advice to members of the
Forces to retain their weapons to enforce
such opinions upon the rest of socicty."”

Later in the proccedings Goernld Rutledge,
defending, asked Private Maocdonald **Did
Inspector Whitehend give you fto understand
that it was for the freedom of the Press
ihat we were fighting?”" to which the answer
was “*Yes".

None of the four defending comrndes was
¢nlled to give cvidence, and at o'clock
the case wns ndjourncd until Friday 16th
Murch. Inspector Whitchead objected to bail
being allowed to Philip Sansom, but the
magistrate granted bail upon surety of £1,000
being  forthcoming. Two comrades stated
that they were prepared to take this respon-
sibility, but when they refused to take the
oath, bail was rcfused, although the comrades
were prepared to "affirm’”.  Comrade Sansom
in thercfore still in custody.

Muany

and  we

one

comrades
recciveil
mosanges  of  solidarity
We wish to thank all
expressed their support,

were  present  in

0 (‘l'lt‘il‘(’l’llllll'

court
pumber  of
before the hearing.
comrades whe have

Are you doing

your
bit for the

Press Fund?
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#ates who go and pay homage to the
King; who, were it not that Churchill
was otherwise engaged, would have
been addressed by thar pillar of re-
movements whenever he got a chance

Fascist leaders.

It is not surprising that the declara-
tions of the Big Three and of the
World Trade Union Confercace were,
on some important points, alm
id Itﬂll“”m' mmm
animated them was the same, it was
in a spirit of nationalism, of vengeance
and reprisal that both meetings took

The Big Three declared that “they
recognise it as just that Germany be
obliged to make compensation for
the damage in kind to the greatest
extent possible” and Sir Walter
Citrine echoed: “the Germans must
make reparations to the extent

cconomy for many years and perhaps
for generations.”

AS . .
announced in the last issue of War

Commentary our comrade John Olday is

al present serving 2 sentence of 12 months
D prison, having been found guilty on 2
charge of “finding by stealing”. The his-
lory of the case is well worth while record-
mg and though ir cannot be told with the
detail and accuracy that the victim himself
could record, we will atempr 1o deal as

adequately with the case as our information
allows.

On November 17th John Olday was in the
Camden Town arca with a typewriter in his
possession. He was stopped by a plain clothes
man who wanted (o know what he had in the
parcel. A second plain clothes man was on the
scene in a flash followed almost immediately
by a police car with three more plain clothes
men. The usua] questions asked, and Identry
Card produced. Had John Olday been in the
Army? No he hadn’t. This did not sanisfy
one of the officers who pointed out the number
on the Ideptity Card 1o onc of his colleagues.
Other guestions were asked, and our comrade
realised that the best thing was nol o answer
any more questions. He was then taken w a
police station where more questions were fired
at him and when he soll refused to answer he
was passed on to a higher officer who also met
with failure.

Remanded in Custody for
8 Days

The following morning our comrade appeared
in court where he refused to give any informa-
tion about himself and was remanded in custody
for 8 days. At his next appearance in court the
owner of the Identty Card in our comrade’s
possession, appeared in court as 2  WIIDess,
where he stated that the Idenury Card belonged
to him and that he had lost it. The new charge
then was that our comrade was guilty of stealing
by finding. The charge of stealing the type-
writer was dropped as the police had ascertained
that the machine had been loaned to John Olday.
Our comrade sull refused to reveal his idennty.
Next on the scene was the Probaton Officer,
who asked our comrade to tell him all about
himself because if he did he would either be
bound over or ger a very light sentence! Our
comrzde very politely told him 1o go to hell
and he left! In the meantme the five plain
clothes men had another go. but without success.

Third and Fourth Court
Appearances

Ar his pext appearance in court the magis-
trate asked our comrade whether he would plead

fied by an officer who had interviewed him at
the beginning of the war,

At the Old Bailey

The trial would have certainly received wide
publicty but for the fact that in the adjoining
Court No. | the Cleft Chin Muorder trial was
waking place at the same ume. Obviously the
newspapers were more interested in 2 real mur-
der than they were in our comrade’s case, with
the result that the case received no atienpion at
all. The case proceeded without the co-opera-
oon of our comrade whose arutude was onme of
borcdom with the whole business! So much
so that his inward contempt with the whole pro-
cedure was interpreted by the judge as something
quitc different. He was under the impression
that the prisoncr was spell-bound by the court
and the proceedings and attempted to assist our
comrade m his defence! irpag
becoming most embarassing for Joha Olday who
could not longer remain silent. He rhen burst
ﬁg‘wdﬁcmmwirhmcfouawingaam:m-

am an Anarchist. As soch I do

: why I acither plead guilry
guilty. And that is why [ offer

By dcfending mysclf 1

or mnot
defence.

JONN OLDAY—His Trial

recognizing you sgsinst my own intcations’ .
This statement caused 3 sGr in the court. The
judge wanted to have that repeated since he bad
not properly understood. Our comrmade thes
developed bis argument: “lt all boids down to

Teen followed the police officer who bad
idengfied Comrade Olday, and he proceeded to
read out his record: No previoos convictions;
illeginimare chilé of Scottish farmer 3ad German
mother; came to this country In 1937 after es-
caping from Germany for Ant-Nazi under-
ground work; bhad carmied our acs of ssbotage
on German military installasions. Deserted from
British Army. Amached bimself to the Anar-
chists. Autbor of Kimgdom of Rags. Cartoon-
ist, 2 collection of bhis drawings The Lifc we
Live the Decth we Dic published by Frecdom
Press . . . The judge then asked whether the

naid B The Pobce affoer &8 o

Apgrcinsts Deac -
Know -:: udge Was SO 4 “Wheet! vee
mcan Lo say Chat ':h:puiuxdo-alx-;,.-
this Asasrchist socaclty docy andor rory
mose?™ Thke » Officer was STy ﬁL:I ‘F‘ -
cco&.;:'»:-‘n--c wo had DOCE :"r;&n:u&_'-zh;
I LES ALLAS A=
Seecial Branck The Judge thes demandcd

Shet caguirics should be msdc. :
I semening up the Jocgs POUETE O o the

ghis was o0

TWELVE MONTHS wa: B¢

Twelve months for sealing by fioding & o
of bite paper six inches by five?  Or s it twehe
months because Johe Olday is an Anarchus a0l
because Be poored scors oo the Law and e
law-moagers?

And will pwelve mopths in prison make Jobso
Olday less of an Asarchist thasn be was dclorc
be went in? If you are pof so susc oo the
subject read the Diographical skeick op this page
and ger out your copy of The Maorch o Deoath
will have the apswer. 3 ; )

We salute Joho Olday, a fighter for (e OZBLS
and the Freedom of the opprcssed cyuxywierc.

LIBERTARIAN.

—Idis Revolutionar

JOHN OLDAY was born in England
w father and a German mother. dﬂ:
spent his carly childbood in America and was
then taken by his mother to Germany. Soon
after, the war of 1914 brokec out and John
Olday was surrounded by hostility in the
school and outside it for his British nationaliry.
This probably set him thinking at an carly
age of the evils of nationalism.

The war camc to an end and John Olday
expericnced like many million Germans the
miscries of starvation, lack of clothes and
coal. He was Living with his grandmother n
Hamburg which soon became the centre of
violent struggles between the police and the
workers, barricades were set up, shops were
looted, demonstrations were dispersed by
armed police. John Olday was still a child
but the sufferings he had gonc through made
him responsive to the struggles which were
going on around him. At the age of thirteen
he reccived his first lesson in socialism from a
man shooting in the strcets. John had asked
him why he was shooting and when the firing
dicd down the man answered:

“Listen, I've been thinking—I will try
to cxplain why I am standing herc fighting.
Those people over there (he pointed in the
direction of the railway station) say they
arc fighting for the Fatherland. I have also
fought for the Fathcrland. Four years!

the rich! Now, | am Sghting for
-7'“’!&“““&“&&‘
s filthy time, like you and me! Have you

papers simultancously and was a pictuore pagc
editor of a weekly fllustrated paper. Bot with

/4

from the fsctorics and the ::dh;:t:
The crs did nol romees P

they p\::c promptly scratcbed or ."M o
by the Nazi stalwarts. The Nazis bowewer
could mot provent the workcrs from scciag
thdthcuump‘opkh"d""wkmm
d-ri.pcophuh»crrm-chdm"h“‘
broken. This thought stificncd the backs of
thosc who hated the Nazi régimec and gave
them couragc. And the Nazis could pot pre-
venot pooplc from : asbout what they saw

ing

rude towards the German people is then pointed out that he would send . e ™ G the advent of Nazism he lost practically all o * on e iRt 5.

s ’ The = of & oe Olday o the Old Bailey w ol many, cnt:-md- = ben the war started be joincd the Britiah
expressed by a Russian w i | would be much higher. “Thavs whac you il I nodded affirmatively. - As soon as Hitler took power Joba Oldsy ~ Army. The imperishist nstu: of the war he-
e * o— justice”—answered the priscner. “Ir is imma- “Very good!” bc continued. “Every- participated in the oodergroond work againse cume incressingly obvious to him, he feit his
W@?‘mawm terial 10 me what court scnrences me t© what body mcany—the rich and the poor—isn®  the régime. His cartoons were reproduced =s placc was im the dless stzeffic et in'he
after visiting bomb damaged areas, i 1 recognise neither cne nor the Shat e Bandbdls and postczs amd specad Bl owcr scruffic ageime his fciow wedicrs Wielal
that the Germans should be made to | other.” Such views were too much for the “G Y“’[. — hL’:‘: o he Father.  Damburé. A momber of hiy antiNasi draw-  Proved Be wes willing fo fight Hitlcr, be wes
pay for magistrate who remanded the case for 2 medical s e richoar e pog‘:?f"‘“ ather ings were camoufiaged vnder the cover of an =il willing to do s0 but be did not want to

: an < 5

exact replica of a postage stamps bock 1o take part in o bloodbath whick ounly serves

ment” did not start with the war but
began as soon as Hitler took power.
After advocating “cconomic” control over

establisbment of a free trade union movement
contradic-

comrade. Bur it appears from the report given
in court when the casc was again heard 2 week
pmthatourcommdcwasqui:csan:mhc

By this gme the C.I.D. Special Branch bhad
taken up the case, and John Olday was ident-

*“The rich.”

“Who have cxposcd their Lives out there?
Who have been starved and frozen? The
rich or the poor?”

*The poor!™

“And who arc the people who have be-
come poorer, who have gained nothing but
lost everything?”

**The poor.”

“Fook! Those people over therc say
they arc fighting for the Fatherland! Bet

facilitate therr carculation. He bhimself went
round the strects sticlang vp posters and put-
ting handbills in pcoplc’s pockets. Hoe s
a short description of rhe work ke and his
comrades did:

district, and on the scats of the lsenches and
in their hondreds as they were going or com-

the tntercsts of the ruliog class.
Jobn Olﬂia} s AL
strugfic .n.&n.:.u;{ Opprcasaon and Lojustic
wis Dol m jaxl by the social-des
cament of the Weimar Republic;
escapce from Nazi Germaoy;
the prison of “democratic™

recor is =
cord untering

o He

Low

EBri .;i:,.

To rhe
- - tnc
troe Sghter for frecdom xll £overnmcents o

abike, all prevent by force and siolcnee any
sttcmpt at the Bboration of the working clay,

To say that the peoples of any nation are
inherently more warlike than people of other
pations i5 1o repeat the “Hitler doctrine,” of
racizl or national supremacy. Lel’s examine a
linle history and sce what nations have partid-

present ume, discloses that Great Britain parti-

| cipated in 19 wars; France in 17; Russia in 17;

any in 115 Japan in 9; Spain in 8 and the
d States in 7.

No. | as onc of Allied nations.

lishing blame and punishmenr for this war.

The workers of the world Bave no grievances
or differences agminst each other. Wars are
caused by the ruling and owning class of all
nations, who in an effort to enlarge their for-
tunes are willing to spill the blood of the work-
ers in a useless slaughrer.

War cannot be eliminated, from socety, by
exterminating any race or nationality. It can
only be ended, for all dme, by destroying the
causes of war, which is the profit system.

ENGLAND'S WARS

1805 England declares war on Spain.

1811 War begins berween United Stares and
England.

1815 Bridsh fighrt France.

1817 Bridsh wars in India.

1824 Brish barttle for Burma.

1829 England wars on Russia.

1839 Britain wars on China.

1850 Briush blockade Greece.

1854 England wars against Russia.

1856. Britush war on China.

1856 Briush war on Persia.

1868 Brimin invades Abyssinia.

1879 Brinsh war on Zulus.

1880 Briush and Boers bartle.

1882 Britain wars on EgyptL

1899 Britzin wars on Boers.

1900 Boxer War in China. (England one of
Allied Natons.)

1930 England declares war on Germany.

FRANCE'S WARS
1802 French aggressions in Holland.
1800 Napolcon enters Berlin.
1805 France fights Austria.
1807 Napoleon defeats Russia,
1808 Napoleon defeats Spain.
1810 France annexes Holland.
1812 Napoleon declares war on Russia.
1814 France invaded from all sides, Napoleon
w Eslba.
1815 Napoleon is defeated by British and
Germans at Waterloo.
1823 French army enters Spain.
1830 Reyelution in France.
iggi gr:nch bombard Mexican ports,
rance and war against Russia,
e
1881 France wars on Tunis.
1914-18 France parcipated in World War

1939 France declares war on Germany,
GERMANY'S WARS

i n enters Berlin,

2813 German and British defeat Napeleon ar

aids Russia egainst Poland.

186+ Germans defeat Danes,

1866 War berween severzl Gemman states.

1870 Franco-Germzn war.

1914-18 World War No. 1, Germany one of
Central powers. :

1639 Germany tzkes Avpsmia, Czechoslovakia
and Poland Frznce and 1 declare war
= = England TE War

1640 Germany seizes Denmerk znd defeats
Norway, Holland, Belgivm and France

1914 Germany ar war with Unired States.

RUSSIAN WARS

1807 Napoleon defears Russia.

1812 Napoleon declares war orp Russia,

1825 Russia wars on Turkev.

1826 Russiz invades Persia.

1828 Russia overruns Rumania.

1829 Russia inveded by England and Anstriz.

NEEMAR.
1831 Russia fights Poland,
1855 Damml: ish-Russan war,
1854 France and England war on Russa
1877 1SS Wars oo 1 urks
1885 Runssiz wars on Afphanistan

BRI
1914-18 orid r No. 1 YT 'S
Al nations. AR R e of
1917 Russian Revoletion
1639 Russiz rzkes parr of Poland
1540 Russiz szkes pamt of Finland
1541 Russz Sghrs Germany.
JAPAN'S WARS
1867 Coil war in Japan
1877 Civil wer in Japan
1885 Tapar wars on Korea.
1854 Jzpan wars on Chinz
1504 Jzpan-Russizn war.
31418 Tanan f Alliad : .
W—:.:’ 2:?0 .Si .Jcpz-._ ooe of Alled nations in World
1531 lapen takes Manchukng
1937 Tapan Sighrs China
1914 Japan declares war on

T~ = :.'2: Tnited Srar
and is an ally of Germany. Unit=d Stass

- =
(comrrmaes 2. 4)
v om 2. 4)

and Austrid war,

b Prusasia
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Socialists
APTER all these years of Soczlist elecrion.
_eenng, it was somewhar of 2 shock o read
the following advertisement in Foremard 27/1/45-
*We have pleasure in making the following
announcement to the workers of Glasgow:

For the first time in Glasgow’s history there

will be Socalist candidates—in Woodside

Ward—at the forthcoming Muonicipal Elec-

tion.”

_ The particular brand of Socalist referred to
is, of course, the SP.G.B., the Iahour Parry
having aﬁﬁol%cﬁf(iﬁgow Council for many
}‘wg ~ - V; a2 nu 2 » '_
‘ oy g a number of conn

It has often been wondered as to how the
SP.GB. proposed that the workers should
aghu:ye their emancipation, which they said was
“inevitable”, since on the one hand they say
that it can only come abour by 2 mjoritv of
S.P.G.B. Members of Parliament sitting in the
Commons, and yet in forty years the SPGR.
has not even put up a candidare, far less re-
turned a Member,

Ar last they propose puttng up candidates
but not for Parbiament, be it noted, butr for
municipal elecions. Surely these dichard Marx-
ists know perfectly well that even if power could
be got through Parliament—even if there were
noauch_[hmgu(h‘mmn‘ucflh:dimEU'
tion of Parliament (2s has occurred throughous
the majority of the world)—it is patendy im-
possible to do anything with modern <
politics save (perhaps—and a I
to achieve someé reforms und
yet the SP.G.B. has always
opposed ref

S )

<P

what way will
ist conncllors in dezline wirh the dax—20 daw
measures of he oW conncil® It can hardhy he
pleaded thar thev are there for Dranasands e
poses, sincr the p SeeEae P i At
SEE; S rmac ines of local conncls an
seidom if ever dealr with he Press Toe
IE P, bas gonc info municpal acrha o
same bnes: it mot only has its
baar = G'v.asgow 2l any rate —
magstrates, Al pern Carmuchsa e, Thos
whe mmagine (he 1_5_“_9‘ is a :!.'\"“’"ﬂ-m' angd
even Libertanian socialist body might well be pee-
mrbed on being confronted with 2 “revplnsionany

=4 - - - A
the Bench and ger jadied
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¢ capitalisr laws In whar
risrrates differ from IT P,
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Charges Fail

18 pO]
in the “hands of the internari

peace conferences, the decisions affe
ns, and there is no means of influ
different set of circumstances. Fi
If so acutely that they simply have
t nationality they will wake up on the day

the re-distributio i isiti
0 th n of colonial acquisitions, natural
pulations, the decisions which will ma b f

es of millions are
X cting the world are
encing their decisions except
or many European peoples
to wait until after these so-

kﬂe the arguments for the next

q

any past peace conference,
While the issues between the

s nations are put
fmrd'ln be decided by the conference of the
international statesmen, the home issues are de-
cided by the respective conclaves of national
statesmen. We are told the Government’s plans
1q post-war reconstruction. It inevitably en-
tails sacrifices by the people. No Government
mn:mlgd fail 10 entail that. One section of

issues between the parties are very slight. A
certain amount of shadow-boxing is necessary
if there is going to be an Election. There can-
not be much quarrel about promises regarding
reconstruction—if party A promises 100,000

houses for a district, pa

- The Conservatives in_reality will keep all the
ssentials of tre They will certainly free
dustrial ts from the “burdens” of
xation and t enterprise; but they

will not relax control of manpower and have

Z mmng g;nu dnc‘l‘; belie{hg peace-time
conscription. any chance soft-pedal
on shis during the Election it will be by no
means -a change of heart nor need anyone be
at a2 Tory vernment introducing
militarism since its leaders and M.P.s when they
serve in the Torces always keep on the right side

of the King’s commission.
Why there should be a myth about Labour
bein; ive after the

Party G

2
composition of the last two and the Coalition
record, is a mystery, and the third Labour Gov-

the ba.cksuirs intrigue on behalf of the
will be in the best interests of their respective
ions that this peace conference would be any different from
it is time for them to admit their great mistake.

ed as they are by the
minor powers, and
ruling-classes.

ernment would in fact be worse than before,
since it does not disguise its belief in labour
control on the Bevin model, is unlikely to re-
pudiate military conscription, and would un-
doubtedly wel HGE = especi-
ally on the lines in which it involved trade
union officials co-operating_with the employ

in a State organisation. This “f-q"“m,.

is an essential creed of modern 50:; ‘declared

The Liberals undoubtedly have cls
themselves in favour of mdum:h.l orhn:tlu:z
conscription_in peace-!
of “P:zlv D”. If by a sudden lnlld:gr:m he
clock were s back 220 oon become. most
ﬁﬁm m%e total state, instead of being mn'o‘;
duced by Churchill and Grigg, . c:’ ul-;
Morrison, would simply be mxmdh‘ u“ o ;
ot combina ﬁonorm:mgl:i to pull
off | xi"m‘"i.. favour of the benighted
Liberals.

The Touchstone
7hy is industrial and miliary conscription
R R issue? It is because psuch
measures are the touchstone of the new order.
No parties are going to quarrel about the pro-
mises they make. All will promise the New
Jerusalem. Nor in present circumstances is it
very intelligent to expect any politician with any
brains getting up and saying he wants to estab-
lish a personal dictatorship. It is not impos-
sible, but not practical politics for an Election
which follows the defeat of Hitler. But, al-
though politicians will promise a magnificent
New Order whose trimmings grow more tawdry
as it draws near, and will disclaim most indig-
nantly any suggestions that they want personal
power, none of them will disclaim the need for
industrial and military conscription unless they
have a very faint chance of power indeed. Not
because they are afraid they will break their
promise—more particularly because they realise
it will be hard enough to force on the people
without the additional trouble of having a broken
promise thrown up at them. The people most
emphatically do not want conscription. The
Australians were given a referendum on the sub-

ject and they voted :gum it. Many Canadian
soldiers are doing same thing with their
feet. The Allied-Quisling Government in Italy

has the same trouble as the Nazi-Quisling Gov-
ernment had, in enforcing conscription on a
people who are prepared o join issue on the
subject. Since conscription is i it

It is pleasant to be able to record that the
Greek Giwcmmem failed to bring home charges

may have been enforced many times, in many
countries, but no-one wants it, but those who
o ruling.
¢ W(?l:n( is ‘mnu:ription but dictatorship?—or
rather dictatorship is only concerned with those
spheres of life that concern ourselves. It is the
workers, the conscripts, the youth, who are
wanted for the military-industrial machine in
ce-time. It really makes very little difference
if a Conservative Government decides not to
2} the i fact it makes
matters cven worse. We do not want an end
1o controls as they affect abstractions or as they
affect vested interests—we want an end to con-
trols as they affect ourselves.

While any politician has the power over life
and death, while any politician has the right to
decide where one should work, whether one
should fight, how one should dress, where one
should live, if one should live, there is no free-
dom. While politicians can decide the future
of the world, while they can decide the future
of the individual, there is no freedom. Freedom
does not come, however, as the result of being
decided by a meeting of statesmen or the passing
of a law. Freedom and the responsibility for
freedom arise out of the struggle against tyranny.
We must be prepared not to trust politicians to
frec us from the so-called war-time restrictions,
in reality the continuation of the peace-time
trends to the Total State, but instead to struggle
against politicians, employers and the State. We
can build the organisation for a free society in
the form of councils of action in every place of
workvand assembly, federated together in an in-
dustrial union aiming at the transference of the
direction of industry from either employers or
bureaucrats into the hands of the men on the
job. By individual and mass resistance to any
form of management, any form of bureaucracy,
any form of the Total State, the Government
can _bcA prevented from proceeding with the
totalitarian measures that it will enforce as any
Government coming to power now will enforce.
By propagating the idea of such assemblies of
workers taking over the industry they in effect
control but do not manage, the idea that man
can live without government, we shall be build-
ing the new society of freedom, which can only
come when we have unitedly the courage to
achieve it. M.

of jracy and mutiny against four Greek
seamen and two officers last week. The case
was heard before the Greek Maritime Court in
London, the defence being undertaken by the
Stalinist lawyer, D. N. Pritt. .

The men were charged with forming a ship’s
committee, and the whole case appears to have
been aimed at making any form of combination
illegal. But it failed.

GREEK DEATH SENTENCES
REVOKED

In a recent issue we recorded certain death
sentences passed on E.A.M. supporters in Athens
for “bearing arms against the State”. Such
sentences showed that the promise of full
amnesty for the recent fighting was as usual
merely an !:'kpty promise on the part of the
weaken the popular resistance. We ventured to
predict, however, that the sentences would pro-
bably not be carried out, as this would constitute
0o open a provocation on the part of the gov-
ernment, and might set a match once more to
open resistance. This prediction seems likely
to be correct, for it was announced on February

9th that none of the sentences would be carried
out till after the Government-E.AM. peace con-
ference. It is expected that a retrospective law
will then be promulgated to implement the am-
nesty.

Of course, the sentences therefore place bar-
gaining power in the hands of the Government,
for unless E.AAM. come to a satisfactory agree-
ment with them, they can threaten to withhold
such legislation, and thus throw the condemned
men'’s lives into the balance. This manauvre
shows how legal procedures can be used 1o ad-
vance government policies.

GREECE A BRITISH
COLONY

The political issues involved in the interven-
tion in Greece, and the personalities involved—
Churchill, Papandreou, Plastiras and so on—
has tended to obscure the fundamental operative
factors in producing the Greek situation. These,
of course lie in the fact that Greece has for years
been a financial dependency of the British
Empire.

The A
cffect of shis dependency:

“The City holds the greatest part of the
Greek National Debt. The original loans
which date back to the 19th century have ac-
tually been paid back several times over but

Politics explains the

Capitalist Inter-
national at Work

At the British Embassy in Madrid there was
given recently a reception to honour the repre-
sentatives of British insurance who are now visit-
ing Spain.  The report says that the goodwill and
friendship existing between British and Spanish
insurance interests were strongly emphasised.
In the same issue of the paper (Reynolds, March
4th) there is a report of a speech by Mrs. Char-
lotte Riley, who has spent two and a half years
in Occupied France, and who says that th Ger-
mans who are holding out in St. Nazaire are
supplied by U-boats which load up in the
Spanish port of San Sebastian. b

So that at the same time as British Business
is dining and wining in Madrid, the Franco
régime is supplying the German garrisons on the
west coast of France. W‘;should no(Arnlllyg

ised at such thin| cause was it nol
gaodwil nd friend: P which had something
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loB do with the Non-Intervention Pact, and the
German and Italian aid for Franco. Any ;uemdlzt
at achieving i e g by the
workers is met by every kind of opposition and
frustration. And now it is the Spanish workers
who are kept in poverty and misery resulting
from the civil war, while the same is true for the
British and German workns—tgey 5:: the mh:t
ho endt 11 the privations: But capita’
who endure all the pi o e capis

international carries on Wi

the interest rate of about 8 per cent. keeps
Greece chained to the City. It had been
stipulated by London that one third of the
Greek budget had to be set aside for the ser-
vice of these loans. Thus even during the
depression  year  1930-31,  3,160,000,000
drachmas out of a totl budget of
9,970,000,000 went to pay interest on the debt
Moreover, this debt had always to be serviced
in gold, at a time when Britain paid her own
debts in depreciated pounds. Some months
ago the British Foreign Office presented a
memorandum to the Greek Government in
exile, demanding that it continue to ‘safeguard
the rights and securities at present enjoyed by
Greek external loans and to protect the in-
terests of the bondholders.’

“In 1932, the Greek Republican Govern-
ment reduced the service on the debt. The
City was in an uproar. This temerity was to
be punished. Thus in 1935 King George was
brought back to Greece with the aid of the
British. Interest payments were resumed

“The City realizes that for the moment
Greece is bled white; Britain is even ready (o
supply some temporary aid to put the country
on its feet again. But after a while Greece
is expected to resume payments: 8 per cent.
plus King George—no wonder that the British
are not exactly popular in Athens.”

Politics adds that nearly all the Greek Public
Utility Companies are in British hands—there
again making it a catastrophe for the City if
they were nationalized in accordance with the
demands of the Greek Resistance Movement.
All of which helps to illuminate the Greek scene.

policy.

In fact, he did not go beyond generalities
stated on several previous occasions. General
de Gaulle’s keynote was “May France's power
become our great national ambition”; and he
drew 2 picture of 2 greatly increased industrial
and agriculturzl potential of post-war France,
but he said almost nothing about immediate
£conomic measures.

He laid much stress on the need for a new
population policy designed to “call 1o life 12
million fine babies in the next ten years”.

The Observer, 4/3/45.

It is increasingly obvious that General de

Gaulle does not intend to carry out any
fundamental change in the political and
economic structure of France. His policy

does not differ from that of the conservative

leaders who have previously ruled the
country.

SIDELINES ON WAR
It was 2 great disappointment to the Grand
of Luxemburg that she was not able to
ber birthday a month ago among her own
people. She is still staying in this country, just
outside London.

The Prince Consort is in Luxemburg, how-
ever, and it will be he who will decide when
the military situation is such that his wife can
return to her country in safety. Star, 23/2/45.

A.T.S. girls sent overseas will read this with
interest.

* *

HENRY KAISER: This master shipbuilder,
nicknamed Sir Launchalot because of all the
freighters he has turned out, has also broken
Ioll"xl_ﬁ doll-‘r lr;::cmlu, e

'wo of his companies, which began with
£20,000 capital, . have made net profits of

£54,000,000.

JOE E, LEWIS: This top-ranking night-
clum mmfh;i::' :ﬂami,'-l;h:na:glund
a way 1o keep up profits despite ew.

One hour before closing time he says in the
middle of routine, “I've got a report that the
Russians arc nine miles nearer Berlin. Let's
drink w0 Russians”—and everyone orders a

Fifteen minutes later he produces similar news
about the Yanks, and for hp“hmdu" he suggests
a drink to the British.

Daily Express, 23/2/45,

HOOL FOR NAZIS

1 have been visiting a school building on the
outskirts of don where 200 Briush and

for Germany. They are the people whom we
send in 1o create order out of chaos when

mo are given on the way
ered German town.
of German civilians
invited to issue orders to

not particularly en-
w::w(o'l:,"w.:l. uugpl:rr 1o treat the

uered country.
S ins Newa, 24/2/45.

MONTY'S MEN ARE
DIEFERENT )"

irsh
gomery’s offensive, are living off the fat of the

There is a chicken or a goose in evi
or a steak or pork.
well,

The Germans were pushed back so fiercely
that they had no time to take cattle or tinned
goods with them. )

Huge stores of looted liquor have been dis-
covered, and it doesn’t go to waste. :

Houses, too, are prosperously furnished.
AP, Reynolds News, 18/2/45.

When the Germans were living on “the fat
of the land” of the countries they overran,
they were bitterly denounced by the Allies.

MASS HUNGER STRIKE
IN GREECE

More than 3,000 people in the Khassani con-
centration camp near Athens, Tass News Agency
reported to-day from the Grcck_cap{tzl, are on
a hunger strike now going into its sixth day in
protest against the alleged violation of the agree-
ment between the Government and EAM, says
A

ery pot—
The German farmers lived

X,

Most of the internees, Tass said, are EAM
members, including 350 guerillas taken prisoner
during the recent civil war. Star, 23/2/45.

‘
NS

X

— \\j///// (~(_-. ;\\ - |
S e \
//, N\ : |

[y

A\ .0
FROTavE?

(@ 0.25‘:.,

¥
|\

MUTINIES IN GERMAN
ARMY

Apart from a rather increased general readi-
ness to surrender which is indicated by many
reports from the Western Front, there have been,
during February, at least local mutinies: one in
the besieged city of Marienburg, where part of
the garrison tried to enforce a surrender by
wurning against their higher officers, and one,
on February 24, in Copenhagen, where an Aus-
trian contingent on transit from Norway to the
Eastern Front refused to board ships and was
overwhelmed only after four hours’ fighting.

The Observer, 4/3/45.

BUREAUCRACY—BY A
BUREAUCRAT

Captain Charles Waterhouse, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Board of Trade said in Glas-
gow last night: “The people of Britain are hav-
ing a dose of State Socialism and not greatly
enjoying it. We are controlled in what we eat,
in what we wear, and in where and how we
work.” Daily Express, 24/2/45.
Captain Waterhouse is not doing so badly
out of it, though . . . Fishmongers do seem
to cry “stinking fish” sometimes in spite of
the proverb.

Through the

Press

THE FRENCH CALLED
THEM "MAQUIS"

When civilians in the Quebec townships of
Drummondyville clashed with Provost Corps men
and Canadian Mounted Police in search of de-
serters and draft dodgers, the situation was con-
sidered to be so serious that a nearby Army
training centre was ordered to stand by, says
Reuter,

Although it was reported that 100 people were
injured and military vehicles damaged in the
melee, the assistance of the troops was not neces-
sary, and the latest reports say that complete
quiet reigns, -

The trouble started when about 1,000 civilians
gathered outside Drummondyille Police head-
quarters with the apparent intention of rescuing
ten arrested men, who were due to be taken to
Montreal

The police lined up outside the building and
the crowd began throwing rocks, ice, boards and
pieces of iron fence at them. The police man-
aged to get cight of the arrested men away, but
not before 11 of their vehicles had been dam-

Twenty-five civilians were arrested in connec-
tion with the disturbance, Earlier, the
“Mounties” in Montreal, in one of the series
of raids now being carried out, questioned 400
men and detained 20 for investigation of their
military status. Star, 26/2/45.

UNTO THEM THAT HATH . ..

Gloria Vanderbilt, America’s “poor liule rich
girl”, woke up to-day owner of another
£1,250,000. She became of age to-day and thus
enters into a Trust Fund of that amount left

by her father. Star, 20/2/45.
She didn’t even have to get up at 5.30 a.m.
like those who imagine you become a capi-

IR W AR

GRANDI IS NOT A WAR
CRIMINAL—SAYS EDEN.
HERE IS HIS FASCIST
RECORD

When the Fascist movement got going, In
1920-21, and its blackshirted squads were armed
with cudgels and pistols by the Italian General
Staff for the purpose of shooting down or break-
ing the heads of Communists, S_ucmlxsls, and gl-ne
members of the florishing Italian Co-operative
Societies, Dino Grandi became Fascist Boss of
the province of Emilia, with headquarters at
Bologna . . .

Grandi was the organiser of the largest expe-
ditions of Black Shirts to beat up the country-
side, 1o shoot opponents, burn their houses and
to behave like thorough-going ruffians.

Grandi, in fact, preached and practised
doctrine of violence. In a diary of the
1922 he wrote:

“How can one reconcile the theory of vio-
Jence with liberal principles? And, above all,
how can one practise violence and preach
respect for all opinions? The truth is one.
Who believes that he possesses it must defend
it with his life. And whoever does not be-
lieve that he possesses the truth in himself,
absolute and unique, cannot be a fascist, that
is to say, be contemptuous of death. I am
s0 sure of dwelling in the truth that I cannot
understand how it is possible not to be a
Fascist,”

Now Grandi, who was the first Italian Ambas~
sador to wear the Fascist Black Shirt outside
his Embassy, would fain appear as a white black-
bird or, at worst, 4 magpie. The Daily Tele-
ﬂlplr wrote of his black-shirted appearance in

ndanl on November 1, 1932: * is_sym-
bolic of his passionate devotion to the Fascist
creed and discipline”—a devotion which did not
prevent him from becoming a darling of the
same London “Society” which flocked to Ribben-

trop’s receptions.

. . . What his quality was I have shown.
What it remained up to the even of his recall
from London is suggested by his speech to an
audience of Italians and Germans at the Italian
Embassy in May, 1939, when, glorifying the
Fascist Party, he said: “Our party, with the
men who make up the old and glorious (Fascist)
squads, as well as the young recruits, is one
monolithic (sic!) block steel, which knows but
one feeling, one thought, one law: That is blind
and obsolute obedience to the Duce, who is
always right. The Duce thinks and commands.
The Duce is always right. This is our morality
and this is our law.” d )

In June 1944, the Italian National Commis-
sion of Purification applied for the extradition
of Grandi from Portugal to face trials on
charges of (1) taking part in the organisation
of leadership in the armed insurrection of Oct.
28, 1922; (2) taking part in the coup d'état
which oyed the Italian Constitution on June
3, 1925, after the murder of Matteotti; and (3)
of having been concerned in the murder of inno-
cent peasants during Fascist raids. The Portu-
guese Government has hitherto refused extradi-
tion.

It is possible that Lord Beaverbrook’s Daily
Express has unwittingly inaugurated a kind of
"LI)_I}{R:A" enterprise for the “Relief and Re-
habilitation” of Dino Grandi in merited distress?
If so, I cannot think its enterprise entirely
laudable,

g Wickham Steed in Leader, 3/3/45.
For cdnor'xal comment on Grandi’s articles
in the Daily Express, see p. 4.

LIBERATION—A
MBOCKING GRIMACE

verybody asks me: What is France reall
like?  Are things out there as bad as they hnv{
been painted?

My answer is: They are worse than that. I

am not thinking only of the grim picture, to
which my own eyes can testify, of appalling
misery, hunger and cold.

hese in themselves are enough to have twist-
ed the smile of liberation into a mocking
grimace. But I would be doing the French
people an injustice were I to give the impression
that the only suffering they feel to-day is the
pang of an empty stomach.

The empty stomach and the fireless hearth are
only the symptoms of the general malaise that
is withering the very soul of France.

Not everybody in Paris or France goes hun-
gry. In Paris I have seen people eating better,
living better, spending with more abandon than
any people can do in England or in any other
part of Europe, with the possible exception of
liberated Brussels. They are, for the most part,
people who did well under the Germans and
who are doing equally well, if not better, under
the Allies.

My first impression of the French capital was
that the stories of distress were just one big leg-
pull—or just a joke in bad taste.

Revelation came on asking the prices of goods
so temptingly displayed. The meaning of in-
flation was conveyed to me by superbly coiffured
Parisiennes who ignored my French and told
me in the most seductive English that the parti-
cular article I had in mind and which 1 had
mentally reckoned in terms of shillings would,
in fact, cost me the equivalent of several pounds.

How, then, can the French people afford such
luxuries? The answer is that the great majority
of them cannot afford such luxuries. They are
as effectively deprived of them by fantastically
swollen prices as we are by Mr. Dalion’s em-
bargo on their production.

Why are they produced at all when people are
going without necessities> Why is transport
wasted on bringing them to Paris when the
authorities will tell you that Paris hospitals and
Paris children have to go without milk and
butter for lack of means of bringing these essen-
tial foods from country areas where there is a
glut of both?

Why are road-worthy lorries and trucks used
to bring loads of champagne and cognac (at £4
a bottle) to the restaurants and hotels when food
lies rotting on French country roadsides in trucks
which are fit only for the scrap-dealer’s dump?

The black market remains in control of the
food situation in Paris, and, to a lesser extent, in
most of the French towns.

Only the most drastic measures, such as the

requisitioning of transport, coupled with price
control and an increased food ration, could cut
out this canker that is eating the very vitals of
French economic life.
. The Consultative Assembly has declared itself
in favour of the requisitioning of all transport.
But the Government every day pays less and less
attention to the voice of this Provisional Parlia-
ment of Free France.

The truth is that the Government is in the
grip of the private owners of transport and is

blackmailed by them.
Reynolds News, 4/3/45,



WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM. 10th MARCH, 1945

l"h Jetter reproduced below has been published
in the Manchester Guardian, The Manchester
Guardian Weekly, The Spectator, Common-
Wealth Review, Peace News, The New States-
mln and ‘Nation and received acknowledgement
. It has created wide comments
md Jucuman around the police activities of
which Freedom Press ha.l been a victim.

We desire to express our disquiet at the in-
creasing tendency in England to-day towards the
restriction of the libertics of statement and per-
suasion. This tendency has been demonstrated
recently in an instance of arbitrary puhce action
and of other methods of indirect coercion. We
refer to the acts against Freedom Press, the
anarchist publishing group. Most of us do not
subscribe to the pohuml dmoncs held by Free-
dom Press, and have no connection with _the
anarchist movement, but we respect their

dealt entirely with transactions with bookshaps,
the office typewriter, the boxes containing stencils
of addresses, letter books,
without which it is impossible to carry on the
legitimate business of such a concern as Freedom
Press.
the material had any bearing on the investigation
and, in spite of protests, it was two months
before any of it was returned.

and other material

No attempt was made to decide whether

At the same time raids were made on the

homes of at least five persons connected with
Freedom Press, and in one case on that of a
private citizen who had no direct connection
with Freedom Press.
professional notes, literary manuscripts, ch:que
counterfoils, etc., were all seized, and again the
police made no effort to choose papers whl:h
might possibly contain relevant evidence. ¢
one casc, Wi
home, the

Personal correspondence,

visited was not -l
broke in and dcpm:d ‘without

leaving any notification of their action. Fur-

bn! vhidi
the premises occupied
them to carry on business any longer.
tions were opened for further
the last minute were broken of

vious connection with ﬂu activities of the police,
m _attention.  The landlords of
Freedom Press forbade
Negotia-
yremises, but at
by the owners,

ing Writers on F.P. Raids

who refused 1o give any reasons for their action.
Lastly, Freedom Press have been informed by
the paper manufacturers that they cannot supply
any more newsprint.

We submit that such actions are prejudicial
to the liberty of speech and writing. If they
are allowed to pass without protest, they may
become precedents for future persecutions of
individuals or of organisations devoted to the
spreading of opinions disliked by the authorities.
Once started, a process of this nature may well
result in an intellectual tyranny of an extreme
kind. As writers, we see that in our own inter-
ests, as well as in the interests of freedom of
expression and persuasion, we must rrglsttr our
protest against the high-handed actions of the
authorities in this case. In particular, w pro-
test against the facility with which search war-

At a mecting on Saturday, March 3rd.
called by a pumbcr of comrades to
recent police action against Fteedo- Press
and the errcst of our four comradcs, it was
decided to sct up immedately a Defence Com-
mittce, with the following main chject’ves:

1. To defend the four amarchists arres‘ed
and eharged under Defence Regulat'on 39A.

2. To proicst against any attacks upon t3e
frcedom of speech and publicat’on.

3. To organize a Defence Fund to cover
the legal cxpenses of the accused and the
Committc’s own expenses.

Herbert Read agreed to become Chairman

rants are granted to the police, and !he
‘manner in which the police exceed the

of the C and Ethel Mannin, who
- was nm-blclobep«mt. has since agreed
to be - Vice-Ch include Fen-

given them by these warrants, in such a way as
to interfere with the legitimate action of the
organisations and individuals whose
they search. We suggest that an inquiry be
made into the activities of the Special Branch,
which in its present form appears © be an
institution of great potential danger to freedom
in this country.
ALex COMFORT
T. S. Euor
E. M. ForsTer
Etten, ManNiN
Joun MiDppLETON
Murry

Hersert Reap
REGINALD ReyNOLDS
D. S. Savace
STEPHEN SPENDER
JuLiaN Symons

RETURN OF THE FASCISTS

Ever since 1939 the most influential pro-
fascist clements in this country have had to
tone down, apologise for and “omit to men-
tion” their warm support for the Nazi leaders.
Ever since 1940, the same policy has had to be
applied to the Italian Fascist leaders. Their
1n¢ndsh|y for Franco has gone up and down

ith the political barometer

Gn&ully as the Fuum return to the fold,
their former allies welcome them. First of all

the with French
ists, who were repudiated by the de Gaullists in
order to appease the French, rather than by the
Allies. Then—and here most of all—the

th

Fascist Und
and Minister of Justice.

v of State,

the workers overthrew Mussolini,

Grandi seized the opportunity of advancing his
pesonal ambitions by endeavouring to take the
credit—and pretended that not the mass demon-
strations of workers but his intrigues behind the
scenes caused the downfall of Fascism.

In March 1944 he wrote a confidential memo-

randum of his activities to the British Govern-

m urdn lhn he might be considered a
Brendan Bncken, Minister

faithful of Mussolini. ~His _
tude to the war was of and

support”. He was a “faithful servant” of the
Duce, his faith was “boundless and -
ing”. He was the Blackshirt oiStlﬁ

let it be

it as “an amusing -nd
lutewn’hm;

remembered) as an authoritative history.

‘This was during the week of 19th February.

On Friday night, 23rd February, the French

REPRESSION IN ARGENTINA

The F.OR.A. (Argentine anarcho-syndicalist workers’ union) is an old movement that

the Argentine workers. During its long existence

The fnurnmg information, dated August 1944, indicates how the pro-fascist government

in the
ullwrhngda-mdmolhumﬁaﬂ
unmtumgup
speech or assembly; has

opened the attack on the Anarchist movement. Since this was written,

have been d. The Gov-

te unions on the Fascist model; is al.lowmg no freedom of
introduced many of the Nazi precepts.

‘However much the artitude of the British Government may change, the workers can
only declare firm opposition to the Argentine fascists who are setting up, to a large
extent under xhe influence of Franco, the total State.

s Aires, August 1944.
On Sundaey l&h Ju.ly. certain members of
the F.O.RA. were

as well as o good deal of important material.
A few days Juter the local in the Calle
Venezucla was and much union pro-
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OR CHAOS

perty  a more than 1000 books of the
*Idcarios” edition were confiscated.  They re-
moved the F.O.R.A. label from the front door.
After this many similar happenings took place
against F.O.R.A. organisations in many pro-
vineial cities.

Since the new régime seized power on the
4th June 1944, the government has moved
towards military dictatorship, and has estab-
fished many philo-fascist measures. The
new régime is gradually annulling all the ves-
tiges of rights and libertics that survived the
Uriburi dictatership of 1930.

It bas passed laws against the right of asso-

i liberty of thought, and “communism”,
inst the Jews. Although the “Com-
the laws

F.O.R.A. which bes been systcmatioally (pes-
secuted since the 4th June. Many of its

militants have already been arrested under
We recall

law 4144 (against forcigners).
that whl:n the

movement that maintained great strikes in the
most important industries. Many of its mem-
bers were then deported to Europe and
ol 7 ! 0. Samoge
in Ushuaia (penal settlement—ED. ). While
uu. happened the socialist union C.0.A. and

he chamelcon wnion U.S.A. survived |.‘.uy
ud amalgamated to lu'm the present
union muv:muu, the . on w nunnn-lm
basis, which to-day [n- with the corporate
plans of the Naxi militarists.  Lest the “Co
munist” Party should be given cred
present-duy martyrology, we recull the
htn lhc with those plans.

the A

Cmuhum to spread the news of the react
in A in order to the des-
potic uetion that is being taken.

This is essential since the suthoritics have
prevented the lication of books, periodi-
cals, nnpﬁlﬂ-’u:d leaflcts, and rigorously
censors the entry of m:l:n-l from abroad,

At the T.U. Conference in London, Lom-
bardo Toledano referred w the strike against
Col. Peron's dictatorship within the Argentine,
but made no reference to the F.O.RA. Hard
labour up to 25 years for “crimes against the

Stare” have since been directed against strikers.
A Hitlerian code is instituted. At this
]unﬂun, the paper that once introduced Mosley
o Britsin as a Hitlec-imitator, the Daily Mail
suggests Britain should do a trade deal with
the 3
Britain's big , the Mail says, lies

lmmedmely requires

}'ﬁm n.hldn. “Argentina,” the Mail adds
lanation, “would prefer 1o buy
because she considers that

e mﬂ
h attitude to her new régime is more
I than the American
3 our bomc-uown Fascists.

Service of the B.B.C. gave extracts from Musso-
lini's book “The Stick and the Carrot”. It
corrected “the false opinions that Dino Grandi,
former Italian Ambassador to London, may have
succeeded in putting about in a campaign to
display himself as an opponent of Mussolini’s
foreign policy?” (News Chronicle, 24/2/45.
Needless to say the Express of that date was
silent). But who assisted the falschood> Why
were the circumstances not mentioned? Above

Anarchist Commenlary

all, why was this news broadcast limited to
French listeners?  Surely the newspaper-r -readers
in this country have a right to hear truth
occasionally. The Beaverbrook Press ]e( them
imagine Grandi was against Mussolini. Musso—
lini himself documentary

that Grandi was his loyal henchman, who h.nd
received a thousand favours from the Fascist
régime of which he was an abject supporter.
Was it not possible to let the readers of the
Beaverbrook Press know why they were fooled,
or is the B.B.C. only interested in the re-educa-
tion of those who have already lived under
fascism, and not particularly interested in those
who may yet live under fascism, when the former
friends of Grandi and von Ribbentrop re-unite
with their late guests and hosts?

JUST A REMINDER

Red Army birthday or not, it looked a tifle
odd to see the Soviet flag on the front page of
the Daily Mail (24/2/45). For many years
only the Daily Worker carried the hammer-and-
sickle on the front page. We recall a year or

the front page of the Daily Mail.

mlrwl“yund'mlrm The treas-
wrer is S. Watson Tayler.

It was decided to organize the Defence
lcc on the broadest possible basis, to
include all individuals and organizations inter-
ested in freedom of expression. A number of

Freedom Press Defence
Committee

viduals arc st the momcent being

lend their support to the work

as sponSOrs. ;Jrn-mt_ )o::
ached, wth a wvicw

mo.; Ficial delcgate to the

allowing their organizstions to be

quoted as being in full soprort, aod assisting

promineat indi
spproached to
of the Committes

The LLP, the P.P.U. (London Arca) and
the Lbertarian Group have already

& official to the i -

Premises  bave secored ot 17 Se

Street. (second floor). Hamover

London, W.1. We sppeal for volumteers to
assist during the day ot this ofice. We appesl
for Defeace Fund.
Send these to the Tressurer at the sbove
address.  Help in the work of the + :

All cheques and postal orders should be
cossed and made payable ® FREEDOM
PRESS DEFENCE COMMITTEE.
NOTE—Defence Commitiees are already being
formed in Glasgow and Bristel. *

Peace on Earth
{Ceontinued from p. 2)
UNITED STATES
1812 War with England.
1846 United States fights Mexice.
1861 Civil War in the United States.
1898 Spanish-American war.
s Rebellion in China. US. ene

war on Japas,

SPAIN™
1805 England
Mm Napole:

lS(ﬂ Spanish Revolution.

1874 Spanish Civil War.

1898 Spanish Americap War.

1937 Spanish Civil War. Repubiican gov-
ernment overthrown by Franco with aid of
Germany and Italy.

—From the VOICE of 212.
organ of Briggs Local,

Derroit
(Alllhcsrnrsrmfwgh(fwhi;hmd

noble motives, such as making the world safe for
democracy, building a better world, security, etc

They were all “differ In 2l of these
wars there was ONE loser; the wseful workery
of the comntries mvolve

ITALIAN PAPERS
SUPPRESSED

—mmcm;s'xxm
I this year

Manchester Guardiam, 21/2/45.

MVWM)

We are pleased to announce that we have
at last secured new premises and ALL
correspondence, subscriptions, orders, etc..
should now be addressed to the

FREEDOM PRESS,
27, RED LION STREET,
LONDON, W.C.I.

We are not in a position to invite our
comrades and friends to call at our new
premises at the moment as muck work is
still required, to put the placa in order,
but a5 soon as the office is reorganised and
the Book Shop equipped and stocked with
books and pamphlets, an announcement will
be made in these columns. Meanwhile
please note the new address for all corres-
pondence to Freedom Press, and inform
your frieads of our change of address.

(CE T TS

OPINION ON “RANKER™

OFFICERS
Put authority in the hands of someone who
has never been in a position to dictate to his
fellow men before, and one will invariably find

he will be more tyrannical than a person who has
had authority all his life.

An outsianding example of this is the officer
who has risen through the ranks in the British
Army. Before he volunteered or was conscrip-
ted into the army, in nine cases out of ten he
was at the bottom of his profession; an em-
ployes, maybe unemployed. Scldom did he
have any authority over anyone; but when he
rose in the ranks he had authority over dozens
of people, the higher he rose, the greater his
authority. The power, quite naturally I think,
goes o his head and he becomes a tyrant

How many times have [ heard soldiers say
*1 would rather have a ‘gentleman’ officer in
charge than onc who has come through the
ranks.” From my own cxperience | have dis-
covered the ‘ranker’ officer, with rare exceptions.
is o vain creature who thinks he is @ little god
and that everyone below him is s pig and should
be treated as

I am not \rying o prove the theory that the
ruling class were born to rule. Oh no! RBur
this: when the time comes, it is no use replacing
the present rulers with men from the working
class, The only aliernative is a system based on
Mutual Aid—without authority.

Printed by Express Printers. ba W

GLASGOW

WORKERS’

UNEMPLOYMENT AND

RESOLUTIONS &85

We have received the following resolu-
tions from a group of Chd:sMc workers
and shop stewards. In p:
wish the group every success in their en-
deavour to form a real workers’ unioa.

(1) This group be
organisation of all worl
or creed, on a common b
production.

(2) Trade Uniopism has become outworn,
and can only be used by the capitalit class 2s

rkers.

Union Movement as a2 medium of Working
Class struggle.

(3) In contradistinction to the offical Trade
Union Movement this group believes that the
Shop Stewards movement is 2 movement of the

working class; a
\x-’_hx"

calist lines ins
the &\.»rk‘h <ol

Jocally
for th
working

6) This gro

actively participat

of the primary ta
the creation, through propag
class-conscious  work:
rising class-consc
Shop stewards

J. BROWN.
43, HovipsworTe SteeeT,
Grascow, C3.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol
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