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' AFTER THE WAR-T.U.C

? WANTS INDUSTRIAL CONSCRIPTION

working class. An organisation which has
been built up by the workers and which
claims 1o represent their interests, should at
such a congress be planning the fight against
the hoss, the fight for shorter hours and bet-
ter conditions, and finally. the abolition of
the capitalist system.
Bue what do we find at thi
T.U.C? The decisions reached can be of
assistance only to the bosses, they certainly
cannot help the workers in their strugele.
The most important results are that & reso-
lution calling for a fight against the infa.

the war, and that the peace 1o be forced on
the German workers should be “hard"”"

Such. opinions canaot be said w0 repre-

sent the feclings of the rank and file of the
hey are

The Congress opened with 725 delegates
Wwho were supposed to represent nearly seven
million workers, and it is very interesting
1o note that Gover it departments and
lirge industrial firms were represented i
the visitors’ scas

terrorist action has ever brought anything
but hanm 1o the working-class.

A - - . %P Froshion we are s, would have ke
3 WRE .‘ eop CF it o e i on

camp after the Nazi 6ccupation
The T.U. has the shamelessness to declare the whole German people responsible

‘While G comrades were risking
and guilty for this war. By doiug so, it condemns itsel{ completely in the cyes of the = Gregpan comclc

eir lives in a deadly sin

ARDS SPEAKS
wards, general secretary of

EDN

Mr. Ebby F
the \hnr\wrl.n\
dent. of this yea his specch
e Supporta:the iee o helbVg o bt

control of Germany by withholding raw
mageriale. The control aver German capi-
malism will be carried out by capitalix

Hegmat whih the: BESHD

tool in their hands o control the
erman crs. Ebby Edwards has
o o mu outthe Biish vorking cas
10 the bosses, can we expec © behave
any:berter o the Germaan Saey
SUPP
The prospect for
just about as bright. Edwards advocates,
i e Congress agree that nduscia con-

thiy regulation; strikes
ilegal in wartime <o it should be illcgal !m

persons 10 urge others 1 g0 on strike
a word about the filthy conditions wmch
fores orkerto e e srke wepon, soc
spen provocation af the wrkers by the
the only solu-
wems 1o be hcmlmx. for the

nwH e th willing
the most blatantly anti-working class legis
lation that the government in
The continuance of these
industrial conseription and
serious restlts far the Workers.

; ;

useful o the bosses to keey

standarg of living and 1o m
trial peag

dirccted away

from their homes into jobs

chosen by some lubour. exchange offic
and are sill w be threarened with imprison-
ment if they rofuse 10 go.
workers can o lony

power o the highest hidder but must accepe

Mhatse they e alfer.

Once on the job the influence of 1AA {s
intended 'to restrict strike acuvity, for it
does not only Apply 10 agitators not con-
sected wil the Indy, bt can be wsed

i ey, worke, wl o ke
unless he does it at a

"The time Which s coming, it
intiafry. e dh O P T i
workers; problems of Tow wages, long hours,
bad  conditions, unemployment; problems
for which neither the capitalists nor the gov-
ernment will be anxions to find an answer,
And in this sinuation the workers will be
faced with the T.U.C. which has commiited
itself to support the government’s control of
labour, But the sell-out of the T.U.C. will
not mean that_the struggle will nor take
place nor that the workers will be powerlesy
wve their lot.

What it does mean is that the workers
will discover for themselves new forms of
organisation in which they will be able to
e ot enly (o ener condioon o e
under capiualism but also 1o transform
orkay e i e Tidat ot
paverty no longer

The broad mmm o o » moverest
are algeady clear. k and
make the decisions to n and must
control all officials of the unions. - Persons
with administrative tasks must be subject
10 recall, and must not be paid more than

cage wage in the industry, The
of the organisation must be 1o fight
\hc bosses, and not 1o join hands with them
against the workers. And the end to which
such a revolutionary labour movement aims
must nor be nationalisation, which means
bij qu and Vvul\r bosses, but workers' con-
trol of industr

immen and Oldenbryck from the 11 F

end: (murdered in a French concentration
i
I admitted that they had been wrong al thse

intezmanal miliun: working-clas
The i this -country appeal in the name of their own German
and Communist Comrades, who were murdered in the

e e el L L
André the pacifist ()mwv and Professor e oaly willing (o give their s
W Theodore = e Hitler régime, we condition lh.\l the comrades inside Ger-
appeal to the Interoutional working-class, 1 join our Ve solidarity with the  many would commit themselves for espion-
workers af Germany, and to protest e shame inflicted upon the age :
3 the murdered and defenceless imprisoned comrades.

‘We cemind the British workers of the  witacssing of the lack of uucmummnl solid The C.P. were approached on behalf of
) Bundred thousand German workers killed in their Communist comrades in Germany who
the various insurrections of the pre-Hitler their r:muml. on,  had joined the German actionists, and de
.pd., fighting the war-mongers which grew  under extreme danger, while representative: manded support. But they had nothing
iin strength thanks (o !h:dlxlur‘nm,wlhb;)— of thee 1.0, Labour Pary and LLP. were ';:ucr to,dohan denounce, 18 an age
Y the work- s ing to terror methods a 0 ovacatewr and Nazi spy, the comrade who

’” ration of the Labour party. Surcly : R e S i begging for help!

of Britain cannot allow anybody to d
Honour.their dead comrades who fir e
humiliation, wrture and death because of
thei opposition to Chavvinism, War and
.mm bringing alliance with the class

ain groups inside German
Whilst brave comrades, deprived of any
help fram abroad, were Grganizing resist-
ance and while (shortly before the war) two
avtempty on the lives of Hitler and Goering
were carried oui—the comrades involyed
paying the supreme price for their unsuc- These are a few facts which throw light
cessful action—men like Froehlich (then in  on the aitude of people who now denounce

Pasis) when informed, wrung their hands in  the Germans—thieves who cry d
e o ali arm, To the “young, hot-headed com. thief!™ The day is coming when th
ful tack of dignity and rades” they senl persasive messages, telling
ciousacss bur mmm by their silence, them;— “History isell wams you. No

e have repeat-

o bundreds of thous
workers, of complete poli-
“Their silence

(These were tactics, incidentally, which were
epeatedly applid in G

Comumunists  warking
ln-! skyists and Anarchists were denounced
by the C.P. to the Gestapo).

¥ the Gorman T.U. menibers in_ this
rmit, without protcs m insult
0
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SOCIAL
PATRIOTISM

In a recent issue of Reyrolds News, one Karl
Becker, bimself a former Communist Reichstag
deputy, denounced those who seck “to supply
excuses for the inexcusable passivity of the Ger-
man masses.” The insolence of it! For one
who is safely outside it all now to upbraid the
“passivity” of the German workers, when prac-
tically every family in Germany has a relative
who has suffered under the Gestapo's whip!
And who is this Karl Becker? He was a Ger-
man soldier in the Jast war, with no record in
the revolutionary or anti-militarist struggle at
the time, who was made a prisoper of war in
Russia. Newly taught in Lepinist strategy by
the Bolsheviks, he came back to Germany during
the German revolution, and offered to reach the
militants who by their mutinies and struggles
had brought down German Imperialism and
helped to bring the imperialist war to an end.
This is the man who denounces the workers he
has left behind in Hitler Germany !

STALINIST MUD-SLINGING

Meanwhile the Stalinists of Moscow are also
preparing to besmirch those who defend their
fellow-workers in Germany. For revolutionists
everywhere know what the strength of reaction
is; they also know that responsibility for war
and war crimes do not lic with the workers, but
with international capitalism and its power-
political mancuvres—whether of the City of
London, Wall Street, Wilbelmstrasse or the
Kremlin.  The sufferings of the German people
under’ Hitler has only increased the revolution-
ists’ hatred of governmentalism and its horrible
confederacy of brutality. They know that the
war has added to the misery of the workers and
the stranglchold of their rulers. International
solidarity for them is more than a mere phrasc
to be mouthed at T.U. congresses; they feel the
whole solidarity of the world working class
against their rulers, be they Allied Democrats,
or Hitler, Stalin, or Franco.

Stalin, by contrast, is himself tied up with
Anglo-American capitalism; so he employs his
well tried trick of accusing others of his own
crimes. Both the Soviet economist. Eugene
Varga, and one Karel Hofman, who writes in
War and the Working Class, express concern at
the .growth of monopoly cartels during the war.
And they notice a “connexion” between those
who favour the great cartels and the campaign
for “a soft peace with ny”. It is clear
that they wish to smirch the revolutionary de-
fenders of the brutally oppressed German work-
ers with the brush of international capitalism.

REVOLUTIONARY ANTI-FASCISM

Let us remind these Stalinists and smug Trade
Union officials: When the revolutionary workers
of Spain were fighting for the freedom of the
whole working class of the world, the T.U.C. re-
fused to sanction direct strike action to force the
“Munichite’ National Government to send arms
to Spain. While the workers of France in
1940-41 were struggling to form their resistance
bands against the Gestapo, Stalin was supplying
Hitler with grain and oil. While the Nazis held

_ down on¢ half of the Polish workers and peas-
ants, Stalin held down the other half.

The_ State, in whatever country it spreads its
tentacles, has always fought down the workers’
struggle for freedom. And it has been helped
by its fellow-governments abroad—more perhaps
by the British Government than any other. But
the Anarchists, the revolutionists, have every-
where lent their strength to the fighters for
freedom. We-do not forget the struggles since
1933 against Hitler’s Nazis; nor do we forget
the terror raids on Hamburg in 1943. We do
not brush aside the faint reports that come
through from Sweden of uprisings—too often
bloodily suppressed—of German workers.  Only
Jast week “industrial disturbances™ were reported
io the Rubr and Rhincland. We sball continue
to fight Fascism under whatever name it mas-
querades; and we shall continue to extend our
solidarity to the German working class in their
struggle, not only against Hider, but against
any military oppression which the Allied bosses
aided by their “internatiopalist” friends among
the Trade Union Officials may seck to foist on
to them.

T. W. Brown
Deferice Fund

Asfdéad/y repoyted, our comrade T. W.
Brotin, of Kingston. was sent to prison for
fifteen months in September last for distri-
buting leaflets. The defence, of course,
cost money. At the Old Baley, in a case
of this kind, it is necessary to secure legal
aid, for our comrade might otherwise have
gone down for the fourteen years which the
prosecutor threatened.

We are therefore appedling to comrades
and sympathizers for £200 to cover the cost
of defence. T. W. Brown was a fearless
speaker, and he is a victim of the Stalc’s
war on freedom of expression.
on the solidarity of comrades.

All contributions—marked “T. W. Brown
Defence Fund —should be sent to Freedom

" Press, 27 Belsize Road, London, N.W.6.
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ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS

During periods of capitalist stability, of untramelled ruling class power.
initiative lies in the hands of the State and the dominant class it represents.
Revolutionary action might be
defined as action in which the working class takes the initiative.
when the workers are on the move. do they organize their actions?
times. but cspecially during the present century. they have set up spontancous
Councils of workers. which undertake the immediate tasks of revolutionary

Where the workers in a locality have decided on a certain line of
action—say a strike. or the administration of an ecxpropriated estate—they
have entrusted the details of carrying it out to those comrades in whom they
bhave meost faith, and whom they deem best fitted to conduct the business. These
But in entrusting affairs into the hands of
the Council of Workers' Delegates. the workers are very far from relinguish-
Revolutionary action springs from the
spontancous energy of the people as a whole—hence its tremendous power.
So the comrades who constitute the Council are there to carry out the wishes
of the workers whose delegates they are. And as delegates, they are directly

But during revolutions this stability is upset.

action.

constitute a Couneil or Soviet.

ing imitiative entirely in their hands.

responsible to their comrades who appointed them. If

the wishes of these. they can be instantly recdlled. Morecover, in the face of

SPONTANEOUS INSURRECTIONS are automatic mass reactions,
the cxplosions of tense popular fecling. often sct off by the merest
spark. In such situations all that parties and groups have ever done,
has been to try and gain the leadership. They have sought to organize
and control the violence of the insurgent masses deliberately in order
to secure power to themselves. History provides sufficient examples
of how revolutionary situations have occurred and developed indepen-
deptly of the will of political groups and parties. The immi-
nence of insurrection is often not even expected by the revolutionary
Jeaders and committees. Thus the German Labour leaders in 1918
were unprepared for the Spartalus uprising, not even the German
LL.P. and Spartacus group having a coherent plan of action ready.
Instead they wasted their energics in endless discussions. )

In the light of historical fact the myth of leadership melts away.
Even the Bolshevik Jeader Kayuzov, quoted by Trotsky, confirmed the
spontancous, seemingly fortuitous character of the March Revolution
in Petrograd in 1917. There was no organization or group behind itg
the prominent “‘professionals™ were ecither in exile or in prison. Lenin
arrived in Russia in April, a month Jater; Trotsky in May. “The idea
of going into the strects had long been ripening among the workers:
only at the moment nobody imagined where it would Jead.™

While the advocates of political action try to direct the revolution-
ary impulses of the workers into the forms of parliament and State
organization, the workers themselves rcalize from the outset of every
insurrection the necessity of adopting the classical tactics of anarcho-
syndicalism: the general strike, the destruction of the hated institutions
and symbols of power, the disarmament of reactionary forces and police.
fraternization with the soldiers, the arming of the people, the expro-
priation of land., factorics, transport, and governmental stores, and
finally, the crcation of their own instrument of Social Revolution, the
workers” Councils, on the basis of mutual co-operation and control
from below.

SOLDIERS COUNCILS DURING THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION <

We find soldiers Coundils already duting the French Revolution.
They sprang up in cvery unit of the French Army and Navy. taking
spontancous direct action to remove unpopular regimental measurcs
and costumes, refusing to recognize unpopular officers and in-some
eases arresting them, and taking the control of the regimental funds
out of the hands of the often corrupt officers. These Councils of
the rank-and-file were closely connpected with the political societies
and federations in Paris and other towns, from whom they received
revolutionary pamphlets and news-sheets, and with whom they organ.
ized joint mecungs.

This development in a syndicalist direction was® prevented_from
Y

whole.

How. then.
At all

workers.

they fail to carry out

- * -

further progress by the National Assembly, which dissolved the Coun-
dls and brought the soldiers’ Councl movement under control
of the Jacobin clubs. The same thing was to happen in the Germany
of 1918-19. -

In the years before 1905 we find Sodal Revolutionaries and
Bolsheviks in rivalry, seeking to gain influence and control over the
rapidly growing industrinl Councls movement. Both parses sent
agitators into the industrial districte to contact sympathizers among
the workers who were spootancously and independently organizing
themselves.  Through their professional organizers, the partics gradu-
ally gained influence within the Coundils, and began to try and bring
the local struggles under centralized party control. The delegates to
the first Counal of workers” deputies thus represented not so much the

federation of workers, but the cells of the partics within the industrial
working class.

COUNCILS AS INSTRUMENTS OF POLITICS

The spontancous Councils have provided the impetus for the
revolution, the workers” natura) instrument of the Social Revolution.
But they have so far Been frustrated because the partics have succeeded
in iofilteating them and turning them instead into instruments of
politics.  All revolutiopary attempts have been frustrated in this way.
The politicians who placed themselves at the top as sclf-styled Jeaders
have manipulated and interferred with the revolutionary organizations
of the workers: bave gained their confidence by cxpressing revolution-
ary ideas in cleverly formulated slogans, and thep, when once in power,
have acted against the will of the masses,

The Bolshevik history books would have us belicve that the events
of October 1905 were chicfly organized and directed by the Bolshevik
Party. But objective study of the facts shows that the first general
strikc was neither organized por timed by any centre group, but was
on the contrary the result of a scrics of spontancous industrial strikes,
begun by the™ Moscow railway “workers, and direct action of the
revolting peasants in scizing some of the large estates. The Council
of working men's deputics, in which almost every party bad its dele-
gates, was not leading, but merely following, the impulses of the
rebellious workers. 5

In a manifesto the purpose of the Councl of working mens
deputies (Soviet) was defined as being to organize and give direction
during the General Strike and to act as representatives before the
rest of socety. Eveéry factory and trade was invited to send delegates,
one for every 500 men. But it was not this newly created organization
of the parties which timed and organized the strike action. The
second General Strike was once more a spontaneous solidarity strike of
the industrial workers od behalf of the mutinous Kronstadr sailors,
condemned to death by tourts martial. Even after the Tsar’s govern-

cach new phase in the situation they must report back to the workers as a

The Clou;\cih han thus been faithful instruments of the revolutionarv

‘nfortunately in every revolution of <he . .
Councils has been undermined by politicians who ;l,:?m tz m 3::
workers, and seck to centralize all initiative into their own hands. When thev
have succceded in this aim. they have bampered and curtailed the work of the
Councils in every possible way, so that the revolutionary imitiative of the
workers is strangled. and once more the previous position is re-established in
which a small minority wielding political power holds the initiative.

When
this has happened. the counter-revolution bas triumphed.
History is mainly written by politicians and their adherents. In the fol-

lowing articles, the workers councils, and the part they play in the social revo-
lutionary events of the present century are outhined.
heroic story: but it is one which the working class must learn end lay uwp in
their hearts if the revolutions which will succeed this war are not to be be-
traved into the hands of the politicians (“revolutionary™ or otherwise
more. and vet another period of reaction is to intervene before the
Revolution is finally achieved.

It ix a tragic and a

) _once

| ment had arrested the president of the Petrograd Coundl of Wocking
| Men’s Deputies, and Mascow became the pew centre of the Sowies,
there was still po plan on theipart of the Council e torn the strike
movement into rebellion. The orders issued for the third Genersl
Strike were given only after the railway workers had collected srms
and erected barricades on their own initative. In short, the insuwrrec-
|tion was launched by the. people, without orders from the political
groups. The credit in 1905 belongs to the initiative of the workers,

What are the lessons of 19172 Again the break up of the Tarise
régime in March was not controlled bv any revolutiomary polatics?
groups. And the Bolsheviks only sought to disintegrate the ammy
when they realised that a well-disciplined army would be 2 dasgerous
counter-revolutionary force, whereas its break-up would place ar their
disposal a mass of armed prasants and workers, with whose gid they
hoped to gain power. Nevertheless, the decline of army discpline
was a sort of natural process long before the revolutionary left began
to take a hand. Whaolesale desertions, complete disregard of orders,
attacks upon and even murders of unpopul:r. officers, fraternization
with the German troops, blank refusal to go iowo attack; these were
spontancous manifestations of revolutionary feeling.

WORKERS MORE “LEFT” THAN LEADERS -

ring the revolution the workars showed more revolutionary
insight than the “leaders”. When the Provisional Goveromen: wanted
to continue the war, they resisted. While the Right Social Revoluton-
arics and Mensheviks accepted a2 coalition with Kerensky, the masses
dernonstrated their discontent at the pro-war policy. thr the frome
collapsed, 300,000 strikers spontancously demonstrated with the demand
“All Power to the Coundils”, and were crushed by reactionary Iroops.
Once more, it was the masses who rose o defeat the Komilov putsch.
Even Lenin had to admit: “The country is a thousand times more Lefy
than Chernov and Tseretelli, and a hundred times more Left than
we are.”

Accordingly, Lenin only took up the slogan “All Power to the
Soviers”, which he had formerly repudiated, when he saw that the
revolutionary workers and peasants were losing faith in the Socal
Revolutionary leaders—formerly their party bad been mumerically the
strongest. He hoped thereby to secure their support gnd thus gain
a majority in the Soviet of Workers’ and Peasants’ Deputies. Buz, pust
as in 1905 ,this representative body was not an instrument of workers
revolution, but a weapon in the hands of the Bolsheviks. 2
Having gained power, Lenin cynmically declared that the Soviets
of Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies were only to be considered as
organs of insurrection, as agents of revolutionary power; “Otherwisc
they are nothing but a vain plaything, and a fatal cause of apathy,

indifference and deception of the masses.™ “We must fight :g_nins’x‘
constitutionalism and the hopes founded on the Congress of Soviets.

PAGES OF LABOUR HISTORY

" The Rail Strike of 1919

The first big labour dispute of the post-
war period was the railway strike of Sep-
tember 1919. From the close of the first
world war it was generally thought by the
workers that the employing class would soon
begin a general offensive against wages to
reduce them to pre-war standards. When
the railmen were attacked it seemed to the
workers that this was the beginning of the
looked-for offensive.

The employing class were unable to fol-
low their usual strategy of attacking the
miners first, for British export coal selling
at £6 a ton yielded enormous profit.
(In 1930 the price was 10s. a ton). So it
scemed the railmen were to meet the first
shock of the general battle. Anxiously, the
workers followed events. If the railmen
won, wage levels of all would be safe for
a year of two. If the railmen lost, then
all would suffer reductions.

In February 1919 the rail unions had
opened negotations with the Government
(the railways were stll under government
war-time control) for the standardisation of
wage rates.
bonus to basic rate and to level up the many.
anomalies in the many different rates paid
to persons in the one grade by the several
companies. (It will be recalled that at that
time there were many railway companies:
two years later these were amalgamated into
four main line companies).

The Government dragged on negotiations
for more than six months, during which
time, Lloyd George later revealed, they per-
fected their plans for a blackleg transpost
system, plans they later used during the

General Strike. Negotiations were in the

hands of the Minister of Transport. Sir
Eric Geddes and the President of the Board

of Trade, Sir Auckland Geddes; later the

Prime Minister took the principal
The first stage of their plan was t

the locomotive men, ; Orga
the Amalgamated Society of

They sought to change war -

the Government presented terms to the Nat-
ional Union of Raliwaymen, representing
the porters, guards, platelayers and the great
mass of lower paid grades.

The terms-were a declaratdon of war.
Wage cuts ranging from 2s. to 16s. a week
were to be imposed with a basic wage of
40s. a week for the lowest paid grades. The
N.U.R. executive met on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24 and ordered a strike to take place
at midnight, Friday, September 26.

THE FIGHT IS ON

From the time of the first news of the
wage cuts it was clear that the railmen had
the support of the working class. The loco-
motive men and their union the
AS.LE. &E. refused to be tempted by the

~offer of better terms, and joined their less
favoured fellow workers in their strike.
Saturday morning revealed the strike to be
almost 100 per cent. solid; few blackleg
trains being run. Against this, the Govern-
ments blackleg transport plan seemed
feeble.

But the strike breaking efforts of the
State were not limited to replacing the with-
drawn labour of the railmen. It was meant

; ~George in leading the
-be an “Anar-

_tion to pay strike benefit owing to so much
of its funds being tied up in investments.
Their bank balance, the Cabinet threatened
to freeze. Only £3,000 in ready cash was
to hand.

SOLIDARITY

The Sunday following the first day of the
strike was used to hold mass meetings of
workers in every town throughout Britain.
There was no mistaking the mood of the
workers. They were enthusiastically with
the strikers. Most bitter was their anger
against the threat to blockade the railmens’
families by the arbitrary use of ration books.
Quickly the value of solidarity was revealed.

_ The Co-operative Wholesale Society Bank
cashed N.UR. cheques to the value of
£500,000 for strike benefit, while most of
the local co-operative societies supplied food

10 the railmen in return for vouchers of local »

stoke committees.

The vicious newspaper p da inst the
strikers was curbed by the threat of the London
printers to strike unless the railmen’s cause was
given a show. r 3 .
° The transport workers, being members of the
Triple Alliance, were eager to join the strike and
this threat undoubtedly influenced the Govern-
ment. -It should be explained that the Triple
Alliance was an agreement among the N.U.R.,
the Miners’ Federation and the Transport
Workers” Federation (a federation in many trans-

- port unions which later became the Transport
- and General Workers' Union) to support one
another in time of strike. In the ranks of the
workers determination that the railmen should

knows that at that time jt was not the Com-
munist Party outfit it now is. Originally, it
was a body formed by the Fabian Society and
later captured by the C.P., a few yecars after the
latter’s formation. But in 1919 it was a healthy
body, given to sincere research. Most striking
of all the propaganda used by the rail union
was a nation-wide poster campaign which shout-
ed their case from the hoardings, a campaign
which cost several tens of thousands of pounds.
Perhaps the best publicity of all was that pro-
duced by the unpaid labour of hundreds of open
aic speakers who day and night set up their
platforms at street corners and market places.

George Lansbury’s Daily Herald too helped
valiantly.

SOLIDARITY SUCCEEDS

After a few days the strike grip was felt by
commerce and industry. Factories and, more
especially, steel works and mines began to close.
At the end of the first week the Government
capitulated. The strikers won. Agreement was
reached on .Sunday, October 5; no wage cut,
wages stabilised, 2 wage advance for the lowest
paid grade, no victimisation and immediate pay-
ment of the seized wages. The railmen had
won by their determined stand and by the help
given, and about to be given, them by other
workers. The employing class and its govern-
ment were not invincible; they could be defeated
by the solidarity of the workers. The workers
rejoiced at their victory. They believed that
they bad, for the present, prevented a general
attack on wages, an attack which was not to be
atterpted again until nearly two years later.

2 _Jessons stand out boldly from the
history of this struggle. They are:

. That the workers must fight the State if
they would protect their wages. The State is
not above classes as Sodalists would have us
believe. It is an instrument of the employ-
ing class, used to maintain its exploitation of
Jabours :

That the workers must reject the advise of
persons like Pollitt who now call for a “pro-
gressive front” of labour and Liberals. The
Government of 1919 was a coalition of Tories

| Liberals, led by Liberal

d George,

contributor to the Daily Worker,

L to the Ce The two

~ That, in spite of present-day wails by

abour leaders that the workers cannot hope
_strike 3f opy

posed by the
e G
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JAN WOMEN EMPLOYED
DERGROUND IN MINES
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treaties, agreements and the like when it sults their con-
oar Government with regard 10 Germany and
wreaties with that country  What our Govern-

offender.  For those who will
of & Britsh pledge, we guote
10/44) in which questions were
greements made by the Govern-

-~

A comsercative MP. (Sir Waldvon Swith-
ery) reported (o the Howse of Commens on
October 10k, thai comditions for twbeven-
lows patients in Kent were wholly inade
quate. Despite the outlay of {45000 by
the Kemt Cownty Council, theve had boew wn
adwuinistrative breakdown, and TB patients
are wnable 1o get imstitationsd tregtment and
are dying in their komes. Appalling con-
ditions prevasl ar the climic at Browley,
there are mo bedy and “accommodation for

loay patieniz fo die fromm fack of mstifu
Homal eave Mevaery the state sefwses 10 pree
hospetal wovkers @ hoemg =age

Meanthile, dthongh the doath rate [ro
tbercalons bay declined, the momber of
wesy cases has increasod from 34,000 W 1939
o 42450 i 1638, Tt sx vepaveed (Duily

Mail, 20/10/44) rhai the Afnmavry o
Health “regards  these figures  wathowl
aliow”. Yol in o mumisons factory in the

Manchester arvs, the percemtage of TB

3

ful.

Mr. G. Griehe: It is » orving shame.

It will be poticed that Mr. Amery had
nearly & year's notice of the question yet he

presumably did. not think it important
enough to look into. We shall waich Han-
sard 10 see whether the guestion is eventu-
ally answered.
Meanwhile, we would add that we have

“Workers in Stalin's Russia™). \
that since Russia

Tuberculous Patients
Left 0o die at Home

pattenis is mor! primitive” The Medival
Officer of Health,” saad Sir Waldron Swmith
ers, “u hearthroken af the distrens around
b and hiv imabality 1o help”
GOVERNMENT'S EXCUSES

The Parlimmentary Secretary to the Min-
tstry of Health, Misx Horsbrugh, pave as an
excwie that “the real diffioulty war thar it
way impousible (o0 get murving aed domertic

cases Aas jumped noarly 40 per cont. i the
last siv months, What s of great sigmifi-
ounce 1 (hess that a large propor-
Caney dry young omen n
growp—that ty (0 sy 5~
P thar wes chiofly affected in
According to the Daily Mail,
the Mimistry of Health when guestioned on
the ancidence of twberculosis in the foctories,

fragmres ¢

of the new

f e

staff”  She wad that the death vgte from . sard i- W ;h}lu nod  heep ::\N‘TIHMI
tuberowlasty was back 1o the 1938 leoel weeonds... T @@ matier fov the Mimstry
A aamed e of Lahour So the ald bureamcratic game

Why cannot muries and domestic staff be
obtaned? Because the rates of pay are wobeg-
gaorly. Nwrser start at abowt {40 paa. (suma-
torium nuries get LS to [15 more), and five
in under abuurd and antiguated disciplime
twhich reduces them to the level of irvesponm-
uble school girls. Wages for women who
de domestic work are woll known 1o be cven
worse. 1 the nursing and domestic staff
whe work in hospitals and chinics were
raised to a human level, and their hours

of pawing the buck, refusing 1o lake respor-
whility o imitiate amy sieps to remody an
owid, goos om. Meammhile it qust be re-
membered that the fuberesdosis experience
of the last war is being repoated in this.
Alchough the TR figures foll comsistently
from abowt 1880 wp to 1914, the recovery
from the war incveasy was dow, and the
1913 leeel was moi reuched again tll 1928
On accomnt of the war, TR in this country

will pot Bght o for material things, sod J " marked time for 135 years. Now the same
d’ Bemee must slwars be guided by mediocre reduced so that they cam live like hneman :hrnv 15 happeming M‘::v he Mimistry of
w cnds and people. 1 believe, on the lo  heungy tnstead of muns, there we fh r s s S ety
= 10 the suffer- womtrary, thet (he masses have rejected the shortage. The government's excuse an Health is not alarm
of Minds this is bow Mr. Amery v ."_2'“‘ -::‘-::‘M " fo this: that they are permitting tubercu J- W
" » : medioerity were good enouth for the masses,
that women were Bom. | the” Socisl Demmecrsts would wever have lost
*ha‘-un pervt u—_..-..'o..—:.-m'u " < - n v e
‘l? man- e preciady boomsse the mases wiflcr from o - 5 \"“
died wamber faelimg of modioority thet they refuse 16 aceept S‘ lllll“ﬂl“& - -
madocre  leaders: The Chuwrch won  the -
""". ‘I .'.T"""“" :‘ ""'. '.'.." : In spite of the many finc phrases mouthed organise. and organise NOW in a form
wimns. It lost i spiritmsd bosdership when it at the T.U.C, workers know well encugh which will enable us 1w take part with con
boemme prodest sod cosscrywive on which side the Trade Unions will line fidence in the coming struggles of the inter-
There is @il asether myth te be refuted. | yp in the struggies coming between Capital- national working class
O B0 i et i o cmmmtrics wheer the means of | LT B -
- B e olined by the | i8m and Labour. Britain's workers have For five years workers have beon slaugh-
sod fossinm  Statc, wem com =o lemger thimk frecly or | learned by bitter experience that those who  ering workers. For five years we have
-“us‘ r- Bt che = = guite the coutrwryt | claim nu;‘n-;:lv w:lpmml !!;_r inter- allowed what little freedom c-Time Capi-
Gemcral, mothing B ey | oy —-"—"x esis are ¢ to oul w bosses talism granted os 1w be fGiched from us,
d-—.d-:l:-.a-‘_.: LH-—-‘-* The hamman mind when rulers and ruled really get w grips. pkx_ rbypm‘. .unnlwe”mhmm
e victow ststoe—perhops cvem with s deime will sever fet sl be tressiormed inte o in a condition of industrial slavery
el e L T R e e A AT
mem, mot ptible: which, unlike the h O 3 by
are incorruptble n w3 » kil this systom
:'-_pﬂc. i = Unions, cannot pass out of the : olerable x,m; \\ur
I swmening wp, | stand for: (1) an imtegrsd PUBLIC LECTURES the rank and file and which o Social Revolution
ﬁ?‘* wsd (2) -b‘.‘ enmccption of m: -P‘.ES- ROOMS ;hed.-pp-{t-.:.-xr\ir[n of i han S G
s T SELIIIE 0D, LONDOW. A WS ¢ leaders, but all o the e
=—qu; -;":-ﬁ e l“:-nl -t Sewr Swas Ciragr SGerpmod the workers 10 manag
trimmgh for owr cemsc. As for the ethiesd TR OCTOSER R e i It is high time, too, that
womarpeion of weialism. @ doxs mot demand s ) il By Tom Beown this country realised that th
! et ifiaatioe < ﬁ::—"— “ heve :G-.Amr earam Y identical with the interests .
:o:-h e ize s true . st A nS NOFEMEES u:'-'_:uu-r SE A of every other ¢ Ty Tha st e +* :i‘:a‘\'m
sodfety develops when the dasses that have enemy of the working class 2
hesn most orerdmedencd with bardsdbgs scx e W'mau' Ay COufime Helden S ket Bt T the ‘o Anarchy m is our
ced In the MI‘Nh (1943) imsue of :m'..d r&.ﬁ-‘“ﬁu‘ hﬁn:-‘w-_& : . mﬁrx‘“' Yooay S — class. And in order to ncan We . ! NOW
ommentary. The concluding sen-  sew semse, that of the cafome. glehold our masters have upon us SAM
—
CAPTAIN REFUSED TO THE LESSER EVIL STEEL YOURSELF ! | NEGROES BEATEN UP
> 08 | Dane
FIGHT - COURT-MARTIALLED 7:;—: :vl“'-:‘h—t it e Mr. Assbewn, Fisancial Secrvtary to the
The homour of his fomily and i SERUNE | athoien whisk the Lokt Toos boom mabimg for « | Lrooort commented: ©L have been asked 10
rooord of hix brothers among pointe put long thame mow snd whish, im my epmios, i sive cost of ar Up o date PN
Torward in hos defance ples by Captain Doy & largeby reegpansile fov the ¥ sk sak the House 1o steel itelf before I give the / N
Mome, son of the Herl of e My boew of defents @ Bas soficocd. It i the same | NEUIE ] Ul S in Loadow—
oourt-mariatied in Relgium, choiax wiish isbs Bave made in the prescnt ¢ RSl on st g By 2
A samary of Ns ples fs published n she | wars we ony for the United Noiom met be- |, M. Asheton glincod around a0d paused, and | & 829 B e e e
Maorvienhead Advertiser. This paper had earhior awwss thers is wwy positive progrzssire dymam.- el e [ | : dlivided » host of small cstates, is
a leter wid 0 b Douglas- o i Theie prsscnt leaderikip bot brcsssa we of the war up to September 2, 1944, wax ::‘«.“:“-l -;." — st atos,
my‘“ he had refused to Rght when pross *‘—%,  Bat wity mwet ome maie Twenty-three thousand eight hundred and ninety | R s Evening Stesdsrd, 6110744,
ordered 1o do s st Le Havre this sholes? M things §o1 15 3 ccrizio pich three million pounds. )
o rostennass, sod | thisk they beve loag since Evening Stamdard, 20/10/44 | = o =

Findiogs of the court-martial, before which he
way with not obeying o lawful com
M, wil
A

In bis ples Capiain Home stated thar o was
wololy polivicnl opision which had prompred him
103 IQL he ation upon which (he charge againat
him was based

On the guestion #s (o whether his sction was
prompred By cowsrdice, there were officers and
men in hie own regiment who would willingly
for Bis coolness fn a4 dangerous situation

Daily Mivvor, 19/10/44

rough the

Press

remahad this stasge, vas mwt, ¥ one is to make

wwy reol progress, reieet both cxisting siterns. |
fives i fovews of s thied which zederests
. s tited does met crist. ome mwst

a1 whoet LA
% (US.A ), Angua 1944.

THE COMEDY OF

i

£10,200.000 «

PROFILE OF BLOOD AND
GUTS PATTON

Licor. Geners] Grorge Patten Jr. set a ne
record for the dismance between dogh
populer scclaim.  Before Aug. 15 it b
rumoured Patton was in France, but
still remembered as the man who ha
slapped a wick soldier. When it was ¢
that Patton was in command of the U.S. Thar
Army, which had rampaged through Brittany
and was now closing on Paris, the general im-
mediately became a full-blown here. Mol
the world loves & winner

No matrer how much had been for
about him, Patton wes still the kind of mar
wid things like: “The way to fight Ge
it W ram & bayonet into their belly buttons |
fp "em up and down™ and “All you have w
@0 with those Huns iy to drive them up one hill
snd kick them down another hill and kick them
down another all the way to Berlin"., Bt
events baat week seemed to indicate that a fire.
pd-brimstane fighter like General Parton was
fust what war needed to whip the (altering Ger-
a0

Lifz (US.A),

28/8/44

COST OF BUREAUCRACY

Therr &re 37,600 officals engaged whole-time
m the collection and adminismton of income
mr, surnnx, EP.T, NDC and War Damage
owmeributions, They cost their wictims about

pAT in salaries, acconding (o
pha Anderson.

iy Aivar, 19/10/44

Hicrarchy of England
g of France and
ad” has approved

1y has eft mo
» men?

CRIMINALS GO ON “ Scors S

PRODUCING COAL a
German miners vear the small town of SOVIET UNION HONOURS
Richcrich—just votside Aschea—which was  CO.OPS ENEMY
captured by the Americans yestorday, came
out of the the mines to take o look st the PR it ok

invading forces. < S }
For half un hour, while ballets were fiving Ficld-3 S Maonig
they watched the Amcricans chasing the Ger Mr. Oliver L 9

man soldicrs out of the town
back o
ing morc coal
hed happencd. Only this time the coal will

be waed by the

the minces and sapp & v

cat

v have playe

just as it nothing i
encmry, Matkerite

Amcricans
Dusly Herald

IS/ 10/ 44 Dunly Worker, 3710544

Nothing is said of the omstanding services
of Lord Beaverbrook in defending private
enterprise and of the imporant role his
papers have played in atacking the o
QPerative MOvement.

These are the Huns, the maniacs, the crimi-
pals whom the T.U. Congress wants o see
punished in & ruthless way They seem w©
be very much like the British miners whaose
enly crime is to slave away for their bosses

on

>
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Red and Black Notebook

Waiting For A Bus

For four years the tired workers of Britain
have left the factories at 5, 6, 7 or 8 o’clock,
not to go straight home to a hot meal and a rest
or entertainment, but to take their places on a
long, weary, impatient bus queue. Londoners
think their queue experiences the limit, queues
being formed for every conceivable and incon-
ceivable purpose, but bus, waiting in provincial
munition towns is now our national pastime.
Especially irritating is the lot of the nightshift
workers, for whom, most often, no provision is
‘made, It is the common lot of night workers
10 be left to rot in bus queues until, like Lot’s
wife, they are turned into pillars of -salt—or

ice.

In the blitzed days of 1940 workers were
ready to put up with this until they saw em-
ployers and officials riding one man to one car
in vehicles each with an engine strong enough
to drive a bus and each with his own private
driver. Usecless then to say that the shortage
of buses from lack of petrol could not be helped.

The Man-Power Stunt

With the return of darkness and bad weather

the bus services appear to have deteriorated

- again, even more so in the provinces. Authority,

no longer able to plead lack of petrol, is forced
back upon its old alibi, shortage of man power. .

thing!”

P.AY.E.

P.A.Y.E. translated officially as “pay as you
earn”, but interpreted by the workers as “pay
all you earn”, has now been in operation long
enough for us to test our judgment on the
matter. War Commentary opposed it from the
beginning of the proposal. The boss never
initiates anything for our good, but always for
his own. Naturally, he would not be a boss if
he did otherwise. Workers are now universally
cursing P.A.Y.E. which defeats all their efforts
1o meet the rising cost of living by working for
a little extra. ’

Let us not forget how, when the Government
was making its psychological preparation for the
new system, the Communists rallied to their aid
and persuaded the handfuls of trade unienists
who attend branch meetings to pass resolutions
demanding P.A.Y.E. They’ve made the bed—
now we all have to lie on it.

The Vanguard Of The
Working Class
Overheard in a Communist book shop: The
Lady in Charge: “My dear! I’'ve had such a

te}'rible man in here to-day. Right off the Party
Line. Wants strikes and all that sort of

SYNDICALIST.

UNREST AMONG MINERS

In the July issue of War Commentary 1
ventured to predict that the youth in the
mining industries would answer Bevin’s
crude and unconcealed adoption of Nazi
Labour Front methods by a fierce struggle
which weuld merge with the century-old
fight of the miners with the master-class.
Events that occur every day—although only
a fraction of them are reported in the capi-
talist press—reveal the wide and powerful
extent of this assault on the unwieldy and
hateful apparatus of the State which is
being carried on by miners almost every-
where.

The “yellow press”, though careful not to
mention the word syndicalism, is continu-
ally bewailing the fact that no sooner has a
wage increase ‘occurred than the miners
promptly ask for more. “Labour is unkind
to Capital!” “A monstrous assault on the

- mine-owners profits!” screech the pen-
pushing inebriates of Fleet Street. You
see, unfortunately for these more and more
miners are realizing that this war is not in
the interests of the working class and see no
reason why they should ruin their health to
make the world safe for Fascism a la

The Daily Express of October 21, 1944 gives
the following dreary warning:

“Warning was given last night that the time-
wasting and health-wrecking quenes for buses
and trams are likely to be even worse this winter,
because existing services may have to be cut for
lack of manpower. There may even be a break-
down of services throughout the country.

The cuts will come unless at least 4,000 more
men and women are drafted to the industry as
drivers, d s and i staff. >

The figures were given last night by the Public
Transport Association Incorported, representing
two-thirds of the operators in the country. They
have been making a nation-wide survey.”

“One month sgo bus.and tram firms working
33,373 vehicles needed additional staffs number-
ing 1,229 .drivers, 2,005 conductors and 1,227
maintenance men to operate the then existing
schedule services.

But the position has become worse since then.
The number of clippies and drivers directed to
the industry by the Ministry of Labour in the
last four weeks has not been sufficient to com-
pensate for those called up.

The result is that the country has the buses
and tramcars to run adequate winter services,
but not the manpower.

The operators have pleaded to the Ministry of
‘War Transport and Ministry of Labour without
effect. Now they say a breakdown in public
road services is possible this winter.

And they hold that responsibility for such a
breakdown would not rest on them.”

The Perfect Alibi

Government departments have long regarded
*“shortage of man power” as the perfect excuse
for doing nothing, disregarding the fact that they
are responsible for any shortage. So far the
alibi has succeeded in covering governmental
bureaucratic inefficiency, muddle and ignorance.
Now the excuse must be wearing thin. Thou-
sands of and women are attending the
vacancy counters of Labour Exchanges. Every
day thousands are being dismissed from aircraft
and munition factories. Every day small, and
even large, engineering concerns are permanently
closing down. Yet bureaucracy cannot find
4,000 men and women to retrieve the bus situa-
tion. To a ceal problem this winter they add
@ transport problem. Only 4,000! We can find
that number from one faciory.

These workers are not lost when they are
dismissed from the factories. The Labour Ex-
changes have them ticketed. Bureaucracy has
the Essential Works Order and every possible
device to move labour power—and yet it fails.
Workers' Control of transport could not be
guilty of such ignorance. Meanwhile the prob-
jem becomes worse, particularly in the Midlands,
whence reports reaching War Commentary are
confirmed by the Midland Regional Transport
Commissicner who is able and willing to author-
isc improved bus services, if only the Ministry
of Labour will allow him to release the idle
vehicles.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol

Freedom Press publications sdvertised elsewhere
in this issue also in stock.  The following books
are stll available:
WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA
M. L. Berneri  1/-
THE RUSSIAN PEASANT AND
OTHER STUDIES (2 vals.)

Jobha Maynard §/-
TOLSTOI: AN APPROACH
soko Lavein 7/6

J
STARVATION IN EURKOFE
G. H. Bourne §/.

THE LOOM OF LANGUAGE Bodmer 15/.
ARMIES AND THE ART OF

REVOLUTION K. C. Chorley 126
THE HISTORY OF THE IRISH

CITIZEN ARMY R. M. Fox 6/-
HUMAN REPRODUCTION AND

VENEREAL DISEASE Dr. J. Drew  3/6
SEX AND REVOLUTION Alox Craig  4/6
ABORTION: RIGHT OR WRONG

Dorothy Thartle 2/6

AMERICAN LABOUR  Ernest Davies 2/~
SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS

OF GERARD WINSTANLEY 716

THE REAL RULERS OF SCOTLAND
Thomas Burns  6d.
THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA  A. Ciliga
THE CULTURE OF CITIES

: L. Mumford

ART AND INDUSTRY Herbert
TO HELL WITH CULTURE H. Road 1/~
THE PECKHAM EXPERIMENT
A Study in the Living Structure

of Soviety 12/6
A MARTIAN EXAMINES

CHRISTIANITY 1/6
WHAT IS MAN? Mark Twain 2]+
WAR AND THE CHILD MIND J
YOUNG CHILDREN IN WARTIME "9

Anoa F ‘
THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD re e
oems ) Woodecock

NOVEMBER—MONTH OF
BITTER MEMORIES

Red November, black November
Bleak November, black and red;
Hallowed month of labour's
martyrs,
Labour's heroes, labour's dead.
70 g

Labour's hope and wrath and
sorrow—
Red the promise, black the threat;
ho are we not to remember?
Who are we to dare forget?
*  ox %
and red the colours
blended
Black and red the pledge we made;
Red, until the fight is ended;
Black until the debt is paid.

R:C.
(from the 1.W.W. Song Book)

November, more than any other month,
is the time when our movement remembers
those whose lives have been lost in the
struggle against oppression, against class-
society. We recall their memories because
their deaths show the fear in which revolu-
tionary ideas are held by the ruling class
throughout the world.

1887

Four anarchists, Parsons, Spies, Fischer
and Engel were murdered by the State of
Illinois on November 11th, 1887 in Chicago
U.S.A. A fifth, Lingg, died of self-inflicted
wounds while awaitng execution. Three
others, Fielden, Schwab and Neebe had re-
ceived long terms of imprisonment. All
of them were framed-up by the state on the
charge of inciting an unknown individual
who had thrown a bomb during a police
~assault on a peaceful protest meeting held
by workers at Haymarket Square during
May of the previous year.

During the trial it was proved that none
of the men had any connection with the
bomb. Their crime, it was stated by the
prosecution, was merely that they were
anarchists. For. that five were condemned
10 death, two to life-imprisonment and one

10 15 years.
* * *

1915 x
Joe Hill's name lives as the writer of
such working-class songs as “Pie in the
Sky”, “Scissor Bill”, and “Casey Jones—
the Union Scab.” On November 18th,
1915, Joe Hill, a Swedish member of the
1L.W.W. was stood against the prison wall
of Salt Lake, U.S.A,, and shot. His songs,
his phrases, had become part of the com-
mon language of the American workers.
Because he was a rebel, an 1.W.W., because
bis ability 1o express deep social philosophy
in simple working-class terms was feared by
the ruling-class he had 10 be killed. He
had been convicted of murder on purely
circumstantial evidence and although Wil-
son, then American president, appealed for
clemency, he was murdered by the gunmen
of American capital. ‘
1916

The 1LW.W. has a long list

NOVEMBER MARTYRS

caused by a gang of hoodlums hired for the
occasion by the lumber barons. Needless
to say, the murderers were never brought to:

“justice”.
1919

Wesley Everest, another “Wobbly” mili-
tant was mutilated and torn to death by the
patriots of the American Legion on Armis-
tice Day, 1919. He was seized during an
» attack by the “heroes” of the Legion on the
1.W.W. hall at Centralia, Washington. His
genitals were cut out, he was suspended
beneath a river bridge by a rope, and
watched by a crowd of the hangers-on ahd
followers of Yankee imperialism, he was left

to die in agony.
1927 .

In November, 1927, during the Colorado
miners strike organised by the LW.W.
another attack was made on the workers.
Strikers picketing a mine were fired upon,
six miners being killed and scores of women
and children wounded.

1936

November, 1936 will always be remem-
_bered by us as the month of the heroic de-
fence of Madrid. During the fighting many
anarchist and syndicalist comrades were
killed; among them was Buenaventura
Durruti.
the struggle to which his whole life had
been devoted. *Since the first days of the

DURRUTI

Spanish revolution when he had left a sick
bed to join the working-class forces on the
barricades of Barcelona, Durruti had organ-
ised the anarchist columns on the Aragon
front. When Madrid was threatened he
marched with some thousands of Catalan
anarchists 10 its defence, and in its defence
he' fell.  His funeral in Barcelona was at-
tended by the entire working-class popula-
tion of the city. They paid tribute to him
as an anarchist revolutionary whose aspira-
tions and struggle had always been their
L . x

This_is not meant 10 be a complete

of the November n of nﬁfu
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Shot in the back, Durruti fell in -
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organize,

Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin. Further-
more, should our “leaders” adopt the “stern
methods” advocated by the press in order to
crush the miners militancy, a further fall in
coal production may be expected.

From the Anarchist point of view, by far
the most interesting fact about the sharp
and bitter strikes which continually break
out in the mines is that they are nearly all
spontaneous upheavals of the masses. The
union leaders have come to be identified
with the best representatives of the bosses’
interests. Whenever a strike occurs it is
always the Socialist and Communist stooges
who, regardless of however just a man’s
grievances are, rush to inform them that
they are “stabbing their mates in the
Forces in the back™:

In South Wales the hovels in which the
miners are in many cases forced to live a
while being exhorted to “defend your home”
are sinking deeper and deeper into the earth.
Our ruling classes callously promise them
barracks before long!

From Scotland to Wales the struggle
continues, a fight to the finish! It may not
be long before miners everywhere join in
the Social General Strike which will over-
throw Capitalism and war forever and found
the new world order in which “human jus-
tice will be substituted for divine justice.”

VIVIAN BIRD.

UPRISING IN ITALY

Part1saNs IN THe NORTH

Rome radio announced on October 5th that

Ttalian partisans in Northern Italy-were so active -

that the Germans feared a general revolt. A
prolonged Railway Strike in Piedmont has been
carried on, and strikes have also broken out in
Milan. Meanwhile it is reported that in the
town of Castellmaggiore, behind the Bologna
lines, the population were so incensed at mass
deportation to Germany, that 400 of them
scized the' town hall and burned the lists of
those designated for Italy. Nor is it likely that
these. were all they burned. |
Troops FIRE ON PALERMO CROWD

On Thursday, October 19th, workers in
Palermo in Sicily demonstrated for better living
conditions. Italian troops fired on them, killing
16 and wounding 104. The Italian government
has issued an ambiguous statement obviously in-
tended to confuse the issues for the general
public. They said that “former employees of
banks and taxation offices and groups of out-
siders, egged on by elements which have not yet
been reliably identified” engaged in a seditious
demonstration and fired shots. The Italian
Government also say (according to Reuter) that
the local Committee of National Liberation im-
mediately placed itself at the disposal of the
authorities.

North or South, Italians are living under the
armed repression of the State. Even the British
and American Trade Union delegation to Italy
reported that the social and economic conditions
in liberated Italy are impossible to describe. The
child death rate has doubled since the war. The
delegation reported (27/9/44) that the quantity
of food in insufficient to maintain even a mini-
mum standard of health, the black market flour-
ishes, and “there is no real basis for the social
life of the population.”

GERMAN COMRADE’S STIRRING
LECTURE

GERMAN WORKERS' STRUGGLE AGAINST
HrrLer

At Freedom Press rooms on Friday, October
13th, a' German comrade spoke of the class
struggles in Germany under Hitler. He stressed
the fact that Germany was part of world capi-
talist economy, with its cartels and monopolies
and need to dump export goods abroad. In this
war-producing framework, the class struggle goes
on all the time. Meanwhile the representatives
of both Allied and Nazi groups had met round
the tables of the Bank of International Settle-
ments, even during the war, in order to portion
our the dividends from international capitalist
undertakings. The comrade spoke of the be-
headings in Hamburg, and gave estimated figures
for the numbers in concentration camps. These
were an eloquent testimony to the extent of the
anti-Nazi resistance.

He stressed that since 1935, the struggle be-
came increasingly a struggle for the workers on
their own. The Social Democrats and Com-
munists were discredited. Many rank and file
members of these parties joined anti-parliament-
ary groups such as the Communist Workers
party (not to be confused with the C.P.), or
syndicalist and anarchist groups. Working class
struggle in Germany had gone on for centuries
against State and feudal repression, and this
fact gave a “‘traditional” quality to the under-
ground Press,

Aftersreminding his hearers that the British
Government had sold Hitler several hundred
military planes “for police purposes” soon after

he took power, the speaker declared that the
resistance movement in Germany and Poland
way probably more widespread than in any other
capitalist country, He denounced the s

leadders who blamed the workers for Hitler's
erlmes, and pointed out that though fraterniz
tion between German and Allied soldiers was

ﬂ'ﬂ discouraged, Allied generals dine amic-
s

h captured Nozi generals. When Citrine,
ed the German workers' right 1o
only two American Labour leaders

tions and discussion followed.
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"WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA™
bywM. L. Berneri. Freedom Press, 88 pp.. 1/-

The Russian Revolution is as important an event
in modern history as the Great French Revolution,
and the influence it has exerted has been of com-
parable extent. For the working class it has an
even greater significance, for the explicit aim of
the leaders in Russia in 1917, and of the men and
women who made the revolution a reality, was
nothing less than the emancipation of the workers.
Tbo‘ gbilcﬁv as therefore that for which the
socialist movement of a whole century had -
struggled. The overthrow of capitalism and the
conquest of freedom is still the principal preoccu-
pation of the revolutionary movement all over the
world, so that the social experiment in Russia, its
methods and achievements, is of the greatest

g to all workers. Clearly,
fundamental issues hang on the correct assessment
of the results of this experiment.

Unfortunately most people observe the Russian
scene without concern for this broader problem.
There are oceans of books on Russia—a recently
compiled bibliography of them fills a good: sized
book; but most of them consider the problem from
some special angle. Their authors are anxious to
prove with the Russian material that Nationalism,
or Religion, or a particular political party are
right, or they describe special aspects of Russian
life, such as the development of Industry or Agri-
culture or the Theatre. In nearly all these books
the one thing which is ignored is too often the
question that is the most important to a revolu-
tionary understanding—How has the Revolution
and the rule of the Bolshevik Party affected the
lives of the workers in Russia?

M. L. Berneri's book sets out to answer this
central question. After a balanced account of
the difficulties which beset anyone seeking to dis-
cover the truth about Russian society, the main
aspects of working class life are discussed. There
are chapters on the Soviet system, the Trade
Unions, Factories and Farms; accounts of the life
of the industrial worker and the peasant; the
Stakhanovite movement, conscripted labour, Jus-
tice, the position of women and of children, and
the Red Army. Throughout the author makes use
of sources drawn mainly from pro-Soviet writers like
the Webbs, and the utterances of Bolshevik leaders
and newspapers. She also draws on accounts of
workers who have lived and worked for consider-
able periods in the U.S.S.R. The result is a
balanced and sober account of the workers' con-
ditions free from the usual hysterical praise or
denunciation.

At the same time the book is written from a
definite standpoint, that of the Anarchist. For
the A ist t the Social Revolution has
certain aims and is inspired by a definite vision
of social life. Actual conditions in Russia, as far
as the workers and peasants are concerned, are
not very different from capitalist countries, except
that they are even poorer and enjoy even less
liberty of expression or initiative. It is revolu-
tionists who to-day are extremely critical of the
results of the Bolshevik experiment. Its admirers
are to be found gst intellectual g
prominent churchmen, and Trade Union leaders.
The -Russian system has certain benefits for these
classes. For the workers, still less for revolutionary
fighters for the freedom of mankind, it has no
place at all.

Short as it is, the amount of material contained
in this booklet is immense, and it is all of direct
relevance to the workers' struggle. It fulfils an
important need, and, still more, supplies some
much needed clarity of thought on the problem
of the revolution in general, and on the U.S.S.R.
in particular. The author is to be congratulated
on an excellent piece of work. In addition the
production of the book is first class, and special
mention should be made of the striking cover
design by Philip. At one shilling this book is an
absolute necessity in any militant worker's library.
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