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. FARM—A Fairy Story
ik OrRwWELL. (Secker & Warburg, 6/-).

by George Orwell is described by
ers as “‘a simple satire for a child
" which is in fact an accurate com-
1Al (ile book : le—yes, 8 salire—yes,
wery many individuals in the world to-day
%ﬁ. onathan Swift commented :
redu ' ul Possession of the

, than Curiosity”. And, to-day as then,
“numbers of people find it vastly casier and
 gratifying to accept unthinkingly the vulgar
nd shallow pretensions of propaganda agen-
, rather than to expend any effort or research
an attel 1o reach a true evaluation of the
of various contemporary enter-

t the momemt in the case of the Soviet
Animal Farm may well ¢ 10 be an

the hands of the Politi-
of Our Time, the member of any one
er many Innocents’ Clubs.
review is in fact,-as the pub-
in the tradition of Jona-
= L Rbe: Pectdiaonsg, Lapuss and i
ray Lillipu i puta an
Country of the ﬁmyhhnu, & Drapier’s Let-
ters, A Modest Proposal and, above all, The
“Tale of a Tub, Swift's brilliant allegorical on-
; ' the worthlessness and pedantry of
some politica and literary charla-
tans of his tme. Swift wrote: “The Reason
aﬁu Ancient Writers treated this Subject
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Now, scemingly more than ever before, a
Legion of Authors in King Street and the Arts
Theatre Club trembles with awe and febrile
emotion at the mention of the Soviet Myth, the
South Sea Bubble of the twenticth century, but
Mr. Orwell remains (and has long remained)
serene and admirably iconoclastic. Animal Farm
is lucidly—and horrifyingly—Ilogical : stage by
stage we are shown the inevitable results accom-
panying a political revolution, (the overthrow of
a particular hierarchy and the consequent
usurpation of authority by a new hierarchy,
basing its power on the retention of the State
apparatus and the old moral order). The pic-

" wre of gradual and incluctable degeneration and
regression which such a process presents is under
the pleasant veneer -of this political Charade, at
once sobering and instructive. It i1s not this
reviewer’s aim to be heavy-handed and pompous
in his treatment of this novel, which is in itself
a delightfully amusing and witty story of a
Revolution that Went Wrong—the revolution
achieved by the animals on a farm, the expulsion
of all humans, the inauguration of a new era of
Soviet Animalism and the subsequent betrayal of
the animals by their leaders, whose superior in-
telligence was equalled only by their personal
opportunism and cunning, and their aptitude for
copying the ways of the very humans they had
ejected in the beginning. The story itself is
extremely pleasurable to read (the Song of
Revolt “Beasts of England”; the new Com-
mandments which changed with the times, espec-
ially the last one, “all animals are equal” which
finally became “all animals are equal but some
animals are more equal than others”; the rise
to power of Napoleon the pig—Comrade Napo-
leon, Animal Hero, First Class and invoked as
Father of all Animals, Terror of Mankind, Pro-
tector of the Sheep-fold, Duckling’s Friend . . .)

But one cannot avoid a serious consideration
of the implications of this modern fable, for the
moral is grim indeed. It is one which anar-
chists have been repeating to a hitherto deaf
world for many decades: power corrupts all
who succeed in achieving it, and no one with
power in his hands escapes its taint. Further,
not only is this corruption inevitable but it
always shows itself on an increasingly virulent

Sodohaudunnynhhnafaﬂycku

meaning for most thinking people; mean the
ebolition of private property, the ing of “all

& mysterious word which merely pictures bomb

throwing end chaos. The Anarchists want to go a

further then the socialists; they want the

sbolition of , but they want the abolition

of the State es w Anerchists believe that so
as there are rulers there will be privileges
oppression.

Ansrchism is ¢ word derived from the Greek

meant “without ruler”. This
“without order’, as md;r cn?'
hermony“cen more eesily be achieved throu
mutuel sid snd co-operstion than through the
compefition existing under the cepitalist system.
enerchists went complete freedom for men
they will able fully to develop their
personslities. To echieve this they refuse to invest
power in any or organisation. The words
of & Victorian liberal, "Power corzﬁ:. cbn!’ulu
power corrupts sbsolutely” can be 83 o for-
mule of enarchist .

Anasrchism hes often been described as & des-

tructive end negelive creed ond it is undeniably

i wenis fo uproot sliogether the
present sysiem of society. One of the principal
ensrchist theoreticiens, Michsel Bakunin, denied
howsver thet his wes o destructive creed; “in des-
troying we construct”, he 3aid. The anerchist
utopic reelity os the old order is
destroyed. The stete, the church, the wege sys-
tem, the slavery of work, the yoke of the family,
. all fall ic give plece 1o en snarchist society
in which the principle of orgenisstion would be,
not the government of men, but the administration
of sconomic resources by meens of the voluntary
co-operetion of the workers.

The wehicle fc schisve anerchism is enercho-
syndicalism, ie. the orgenisetion of workers in
syndicetes ot their pleces of work on en industriel
besis. icalism does not merely wish
to amelicrate the conditions of the workers under
cepitalism; it sims ot cerrying out the socisl reve-
lution by mesns of econcmic action.

Mo‘m’:‘ mrdb.: is not o vegue, romentic
A given & philosephicel
by deep thinkers like Williom Godwin,
Froudhon, Stirner end Bakunin. It hes received
» scientific foundation from Peter Kropotkin, who
wrote meny books and pamphlets in which he
showed the intimate connection thet exists between
and enerchism. His book,

hes been described by H. L
“a Book thet mey yet help o meke on
how mutual aid is to be found every.
in Neoture ond in human society end
e, co-operetion should be the besis
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scale, and the history of a man or group of men
in whose hands power is vested is always the
history of a gradual degeneration and reaction—
however slow and concealed this process may be.
It is this all-important fact which our Tame
Communists, living in their two-dimensional
world of Party and Leadership, scem utterly un-
able 1o realize. Perhaps this “simple satire” may
assist in planting a grain of understanding in
those doctrinaire brains.

It is related of Jonathan Swift that, at the
end of his life, on being handed a copy of The
Tale of a Tub he remarked: “Good God!
What a genius I had when I wrote that book!”
Likewise, I am prepared to claim on behalf of
Mr. Orwell that Animal Farm is of far greater
significance than its unassuming title would
suggest.

SIMON WATSON TAYLOR.

Atomic Energy and Anarchism

on Revolutionary Methods

A Discussion

The Editors, War Commentary,
Dear Comrades,

In the editorial in your last issue you say,
quite rightlv, that “in a free and co-operative
society the discovery of how 1o use atomic
energy could be turned to the lasting benefit of
the human race.” What you omit to say, and
what is of the utmost importance that you
should say, and clearly, is how this free and
co-operative society is to be achieved. 1 know
what answer I would give, as a pacifist—I have
expounded it in my recent book Bread and
Roses; it is the revolution-in-the-hu:ian-heart
answer. I know what answer you would once
have given—you would have replied that the
workers must seize power by any means at their
disposal, with the implication of armed revolu-
tion if possible—or if events shaped that way,
as in Spain.

I say that this is the answer you would ‘once’
have given, because with the discovery of the
atomic bomb the world is different. Now, it
seems to me, all who have hitherto advocated
the use of violence (when it seemed necessary)
as a means to an end must reconsider their posi-
tion. The atomic bomb is the logical, ineviteble
conclusion of the wuse of violence as a means to
an end. The pacifist slogan that violence begets
violence has been demonstrated in practice, step
by frightful step, all through the war—bigger
and better bombs all the time, then on to fly-
bombs, and on to the rocket, and so on to the
atomic bomb, the supreme ‘miracle of destruc-
tion’, as it has been called. Atomic bomb No. 1,
the one that destroyed Hiroshima, is already out-
of-date, we learn; the one that destroyed
Nagasaki was bigger and better; the one that
destroys the next place (London, say, or Mos-
cow, or New York) will be bigger and better
still. In time there is no reason why the entire
planet should not be destroyed with a single
bomb. That man should ultimately destroy
mankind is the supreme and final achievement
of violence. It means that unless the world
abandons the use of violence, of force, as a
means to an end, it must ultimately destroy

itself. The pacifist is finally vindicated in his
belief.
What, then, is the revolutionary answer?

What is the anarchist answer? I have given
you the pacifist answer. (I? It is the scientists
who have given it you with their atomic bomb).
Is violence still to be the answer? And if so,
isn’t it, now, all rather like shooting at tanks
with peashooters? The bombing plane alone
made the barricades—romantic symbol of revolu-
tionary violence—out of date in Spain. The
bombing plane defeated the Spanish revolution-
aries. Quite recently in Greece it was demon-
strated all over again that henceforth victory
must always be to those who commanded the
tanks and bombers. But now the bombers and
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tani:s arc out of date, t0o. The old-style anar-
c’st, we know, used to fling home-made bombs
(and usually miss!) Machine-guns and tommy-
guns made the home-made bomb as out of date
as the atomic bomb has now made “the block-
buster’. And the atomic bomb is, as you have
vourself =aid, the final weapon in the hands of
the ruling-class! The revolutionary can have
no recourse to it—even if he would. What
then? Where does the revolutionary go from
there? Along the pacifist road to his free and
co-operative and stateless society, making the
revolution first in the human heart?

The time has come for revolutionaries to face
the issues raised by the atomic bomb—by the
revolution it itself represents. Is wviolence still
the answer to the How of the Good Sodety?
If so, then we shall know that good sodety only
in heaven . . .

Fraternally,

ETHEL MANNIN.
* * *

Comrade Mannin conveys a somewhar dis-
torted picture of the anarchist attitude towards
violence. The use of violence is not a funda-
mental principle of anarchism. The only fun-
damental principle of anarchism is that no man
should be under the domination of his fellows,
and, while a rich and varied body of theory has
arisen as to the means by which we shall arzain
a sociery devoid of domination, this body of
theory does not, as mn political parties, take on
the rigidity of a dogmaric system. Therefore,
while many anarchists have held thar violence
may be a necessary part of the struggle for the
achievement of such a society, it has never been
regarded as necessary to believe in violence to
be an anarchist.

T o-day, in the anarchisi movement generally and
also within the group that publish “Freedom”,
there are anarchists who believe and anarchists
who do not believe that the use of violence is
practicable as a means of struggle for the free
society. What unites them in common action
is their belief in the fundamental aims of anar-
chism and their belief that these aims will not
be reached without some kind of struggle.
Anarchists do not reject the idea that a change
of hearr is necessary for the achievement of a
good society. Indeed, they regard the change
within and the change wiuhout as mutually
inter-dependent. T he attitude of men in general
will certainly have to change radically before a
revolutionary change in society is possible. A
new consciousness of social principles will have
to emerge, and it is the function of the anarchisi
to bring about this emergence of consciousness.
But even when the majority of men have reached
the desired change of heart, it is unlikely that
this condition will be universal. Many men
will still continue to wish to retain their power

and properry and privileges, and n the last
resort they will have to be prevemied by mogms
of direct action from halitng the final emancips-

1zon of men.

As to the means of struggle thar sl be
necessary, anarchists are noi wunanimous i thew
opin‘ons. There are those who regard mow-
violent forms of direct action, such as the strike,
boycot, sabotage, as being the only practical
methods. There are others smho connder thay
violence is Jikely 1o occur on both sides durimg
the struggle, and shat if 1 does the anarchist
must accept this fact and endeavour lo tworm
to the right end. But even those onarchists
who accept violence are noi primarily concermed
with #, as one might suppose from Comrade
Mannin's letter. They do not want 8 if pos-
sible, bur only if mecessary, and even then they
regard i as an exiremely dongerous wedpen
whose use must be regarded with the grestest
caution. Their attitude mighs best be summed
up i the words of Bakunin, “Bloody revolu-
t-ons are often necessary, thanks 1o human
stupidity; yetr they are always an evdl, a mon-
strous evil and a grear disaster, mot only with
regard to the victims, but also for the sake of
the purity and the perfection of the pwpose o
whose name they take place.”

The arrival of the atomic bomb obvioudly
alters the nature of the cdass struggle m tha u
places a new weapon inio the hands of the
rultng class, and makes 11 ecasier for them to do
without a large, and for thar reasom unreliabls
army. Bur the change is quanifigrive rather
than gualimive. The ruling class have alwmays
been in possession of weapons which mere be-
yond the attamment of the workers, ond whick
might have been used wuh devasiating effect
againsi an mswrectionary body of wmorkers.
In this class, poison gas 1s only less formidable
than the atomic bomb. But these catastrophic
weapons, by very reason of ther wide and wn-
discriminating effect, are rhe lass wmhich the
ruling class are likely 10 use against the workers
in an area where a grear deal of property and a
great many of the allies of the ruling class are
hikely 1o remain. Furthermore, 1t should be re-
membered that the anarchists do not emvisage
their struggle in military terms. It would be a
siruggle of the people, anonymous, withour uni-
forms, and carrying on thewr action m the places
where they ltve and work. W hether or not they
used violent methods, they would not orgamise
themselves into regimented armies, for in this
way rhey would both be denying the spirit of the
revolution and placing 1hemselves ar the mercy
of their opponenis.

When violence has reached such great heights
as the atomic bombs, it is obvious thar the revo-
Lutionary, who cannot even destre 1o ,
methods, must make 5t his primary
destroy them and to prevent their us

—
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T E invention of the atomic bomb, and its revelation of vast
new fields for destruction and construction, brings us
abruptly to the problem of the social relevance of science and
the relationship of the scientist to society. ]

Science itself is neutral. It is the knowledge gained by
methods of experiment and inductive reasoning, and as such is
neither good nor bad, ncither beneficial nor harmful. Science
enters the world of human values only when it is applied, by
technicians, 1o functions which affect the lives of men, indivi-
dually or in society. Then its application can become good or
bad, according to whether it is used for destructve or construcuve
purp‘;f:s’evemual results depend entirely on the moral attitude
of the people who use it. For this reason, we must beware of
the tendency during the last hundred years to elevate science
into something approaching a system of religious dogma. The
unthinking acceptance of the statemenis of scientists is as
harmful as a similar acceptance of the statements of theologians.
Indeed, it may even be worse, for it tends o encourage scientific
knowledge to harden into a dogmauc system, while the nature
of science is 1o change and grow with the increasing spread of
human knowledge into the world of nature. _

If we embrace science uncritically, without attempting to
direct its results to a definite social purpose, we shall find that
it will be used by irresponsible individuals for their own ends,
and will result in harm as well as benefit to humanity. We
should avoid the unthinking attitude which desires to reject
science entirely because of the evil results that have accrued
from some of its discoveries, On the other hand, we should
see a certain grain of truth in the motive behind this attitude,
for it is equally dangerous to go to the other exireme of certain
enthusiasts who regard science as being inevitably a positive
benefit 10 humanity,

The Dangers Of Science

Scence in the bands of men with no social consciousness,
or with erroneous social ideas, is quite capable of wrecking all
the beneficial institutions of society and creating a desert from
which men will have o start again in the long and painful
process of building up a social order that will satisfy the material
needs of men and give them the freedom from fear and coercion
}A{hld; will enable them to develop their individual personalities,
I'be anarchist regards science as the necessary means of attaining
the material basls of such a society, but also recognises in it a
potential encmy of grear power, if it Is used in the hands of
reacuonary capilalists or cenuralised states, as it is used to-day

Here we should pay certain attention 1o fauhs which occur
in the contemporary practice of sclence And, because of the
neutrality of science lself, the comments will inevitably become
crincisms of the awitudes und practice of sclentisis

In all, hundreds of scientists and scientific technicans have
1aken some par m‘lrhf.‘ researches leading 1o the invention of
the atomic bomb. They have worked d libersiely in order 10
use their knowledge fur un end L b :

which involves ¢ des ’
of whole cities and of hundreds of thewens. o1 their fellow
men without the possibility of Cscape or sclf -i\fvn»' 7“"‘
have sold their knowledge (0 the state in ordes JLNluul gl ‘; :
used 1o achieve the ends of parucular groups of \I!rll 15;”‘ IH v
the CEpensc of the rest of humunny Some of the n ar;r'-; "*‘JJ'“‘A:T

cians and research workers msy not have known th
of the work in which they were cuq:l.a}\ 4, t <
have reslised that its ultimate purpose was
and more terrible instruments for th

CAALL nature
WL 8t least they must
the making of bigger
destruction of othy

We cannot class these scientisty g5 monsie ._r v
- — nsiers of cold lv!'l‘ihf
udum- I'hey are ordinary men and women who a ept  the
prevailing standards of the society in which they Jive who ro-
duce nstruments of death because the government . l
7 Bovernment requires it
of lh?"l: .M who, in spite of their acute sci nulic braing, has
too lule imagioation and wo litle sense of i-.'|'lll-|fu|;%".;
realise the consequences of their actions. It has been i St

fepres

ing thing in the pust few days 10 read sell-congratulatory gy,

in the pewspapers by scientists who have just been re.
responsibl
for h $ of thousands of deaths and who have cregted
cat pew fear 1o beset humanity for the years 10 come l.:
s been even more shocking o find that no single scicngiy has
gome forward W denounce this complete perversion of the fune

ASPECTS OF A

tion of scientific work to serve the interests of war. One of
the scientists who took a leading part in the research declared
that she worked for science, not for war. In that case, she
should have refused to allow the results of her work to be used
for military purposes. She and all other scientists should have
refused to work for the state, whose only object in encouraging
science is-to increase the profits of its supporters or to attain
the destruction of its enemies.

Nevertheless, the scientists did take part in this destructive
work, and it is important to discover why there exists such a
gap between their scientific ability and their social consciousness.

Divorce From Reality

The general tendency of modern science is towards steadily
increased specialisation. The vast increase in the field of
scientific knowledge, and the increasingly technical nature of
the practice of scientific research, have rendered it impossible for
the old-fashioned universal scientist to survive. It is mot even
possible for one man to keep contact with all the knowledge
available in one branch of science, such as biology or physics.
Consequently, each scientist tends to become a specialist, and
to carry on his particular fragment of narrowly defined research
without reference 1o the outside world or even other aspects of
science. Added to this, while the scientist of a hundred or
even fifty years ago was concerned mainly with objects or forces
which impinged directly upon the life of man, the modern
scientist has reached the stage where he has to conduct his
enquiries largely in an abstract and mathematical vacuum,
using an esoteric symbolism and a specialist jargon which have
no direct relationship with the concrete world in which men live.
This tends to isolate him from social realities, so that the sound
humanism which characterised many of the older scientists has
given place 1o an abstract attitude that tends more and more to
be the enclosed province of a relatively restricted circle of men
with limited interests. It is probable that no scientist is deli-
berately obscurantist in his language, or deliberately avoids social
interests, but the nature of his work is such that he is continu-
ally tempted to retreat from human realities and to keep him-
self contained in a world where his thoughts have little in com-
mon with those of ordinary men and women. Similarly, other
men are cut off from scientific knowledge and from scientist
largely because of the same difficulty of finding means to
transmit scientific knowledge to people who are not specialists

Scientists And Totalitarianism

In these circumstances, scientists tend o ignore social
movements and to drift with the dominant tendencies in society
Those who think socially at all have a tendency 1w embrac
abstract social theories, like Marxism, which mirror the char-
acter of their own formulation of knowledge. So long as they
can carry on their research, so long as they can pursue their
particular channel of knowledge, they are as willing 10 work
I.rl a bad as Jor a ,Lm‘! Cause .\‘Hf‘-lr\\.'l. d .l!ll'i..E continually
in dehumanised thoughts, figures, diagrams, they tend 1o Jose
sight of the human beings whom their will _.11\_‘[ and
o. because their imaginations have been concerned with abstrac-

they ven

aclons

as¢ 1o envisage concrete human situations
scekers alter

tons and
ca lir becom Lhe
themscly sceh

I‘ul thi reasan

crealures ol power, oOr ¢ven
power

totalitarian régimes have found 1t w
iraw their scientists into the conspiracy of power. In England
ited badly in and is only given
ragemen! when war makes his intervention
in Germany and Russia scie
Very few of them

ocation of adjusiuin

the scientist was U peacetime
OMme (CMpOorary encot
necessary. On the other hand,
have become formed into
have failed 10 make the neces

knowledge to the poliical mi

ntist
privileged classes
ATy equiy g their
mbo-jumbo of diaslectical maternal-
ism or Arvan racialism. To carry on their research and 1o be
given money and privilege have been sufficent for most of
them. And it is an interesting fact that among English scientists
Russia is generally regarded as the scientific paradise, and that
y many scientists have taken over positions of power in the

puppet governments which spring up under Russian domination.
Wilule scientists are thus willing 1o ally themselves 1o gov-
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research, and, because ¢ were po institotions wishing to
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hinder his work 1o keep be able o
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" GEORGE WOODCOCK.

THOUGHTS ON
FREED .0 M. 2

*1 am really sorry to see my Countrymen
trouble themselves about Politics. If men
were Wise, the Most urbitrary Prince could
not hurt them. If they were not wise, the
Freest Government is c.'urnp(:l]'d to be a
[yranny. Princes appear to me to be fools;
Houses of Commons & Huuscs Of ]_nrds
appear to me to be fools; they seem to me to
be something Else besides Human Life.”

WILLIAM BLAKE.

“What do these knaves mean by virtue?
Do they mean war and its horrors, and its
heroic villains*"

ends only in a soqety ©

WILLIAM BLAKE.

“A tyrant is the worst disease, and the
cause of all others.”

WILLIAM BLAKE.
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LABOUR PUSS

HE Labour Party, in gaining such immense
electoral suceess, becomes the political over-
lord in Britain and the Empire. Bureaucratic
Transport House has suddenly to adapt itself to
its new regal and Olympian status; into the
hands of Bevin, Artlee and Morrison comes poli-
tical power far greater than any ever before in-
vested in organisations such as theirs.

The repercussions on political developments
both in Britain and abroad may well be wide.
Wpi}c, in these early days, the propaganda-fed °
Bnnsh-d public and the restless masses abroad
are hailing the change of government with evi-
dent satisfaction, the full implication of such
a gon\{canmcm is not yer appreciated by a deluded
peoble. .

The Labour Party gained support in the
country mainly because the people, suffering ‘t00
long under the heel of exploitation and persecu-
tion, emphasised by war conditions. desire radical
changes, chances which they believe will be
cffected by a Labour government. The spectre
of sordid nre-war condiions is before them; un-
rest and discontent have been revealed for some
considerable: time and it is only through
intimidanon by defence regulations and emer-
gency orders, backed up by heavily forufied
police and military forces. that the coalition
government has succeeded in holding the people
in abject obedience. Conscription, restriCuons.
rationing, suopressions with personal  distur-
bance and suffering by bombing and bad housing
have been superimposed on the memories of
pre-war-unemployment and social indignites. and
were all contributing factors to the loss of faith
in the late government.

Out Of Step

The clectorate are aunbuting to the Labour
leaders a very much greater desire for funda-
mental change than the Labour bosses claim for
themselves. Although the common people may
desire the soqal revolution neécessary to break
down the present order and replace it with a
workers’ sociery, they will soon be disillusioned
by the new Government. Revolutionaries and
libertarians are not tolerated either at Transport
House or Westminster.

The most that the clectorate can hope for is
a2 mild economic reformism and a change of
faces in the familiar seats of political and indus-
trial authority, with the main injustices of ex-
ploitation, restriction on liberties and a govern-
mg oligarchy carried on in a2 more acute form
than before. :

The Labour Party will operate 2 machine of
government carefully built up over the course
of three centuries by landlords, finanders, indus-
mialists, lawyers and polincal careerists. Mild
reforms have been inmroduced from ume to
ume, usually zfrer war; by whatever group
operated rhe governing machine, to padfy a dis-
contented people—reforms which have generally
been boughr at a cost of personzl freedom.

Law’s Long Arm

The British parhiamentary system has been
constructed carefully and cunningly 1o serve the
mierests - and purposes of a ruling class. This
ruling class has for 2 very long tme foregathered
at Westminster To concert its interests behind a
cloak of pomp 2nd ceremony which has become
traditional. In the development of this parha-
mentary method of Imperious government, one
fifth of the world has come under British domi-
nation, s 2 result of tmperial conquest and
exploration  for profitable exploiration. The
common people of Britain have in mrn been sub-
jugaled and allomied a classified place in society
by the ownersand rheir martinets.

The possessing classes seized the” opportunity
to estzblish, through constitutional means, the
legal might to hold on 10 the loor and possess-
jons which had become theirs through criminal
conguest 21 bome and overseas. -

I: is ioto this strucrure of socal order that
the Labour and T.U. bosses go as executors
and administrators—a structure under the con-

_ to serve capitalist ends.

stitutional Iaws of which the economic rights of
the people have been filched and social liberties
demolished.

Taking advantage of the nawural law that we
must have food, clothing, shelter and an outlet
for energy, the rulers have produced a satis-
factory condition of subservience. Prime neces-
sities have been used as blackmail: acquiescent
slavery has been rewarded by a near satisfaction
of these material needs, backed up where and
when necessary by force.

King And Constitution

The earlier Socialists such as Owen, Morris
and Blatchford recognised the injustices of the
existing capitalist society and advocaied drastic
and fundamental social and economic changes
as the remedy. The Aulees, Morrisons and
Bevins are no Morrisses, Owens and Blatchfords;
and the Labour Party’s reformist policy is not
the ideal propounded by these Socialist pioneers.

The Labour Party in power to-day pledges
itself to defend the King and Constitution, 10
maintain the structure of ordered society and the
principle of government - by force, working
through an elaborate ser of acts of parliament
and legal codes. It intends to operate the capi-
talist machine built up assiduously by capitalists
Tom Pearce’s grey
mare will stll be ridden to Widdicombe Fair,
but with a different crowd of advenrurers on its
back. .

Analysis of Labour’s programme indicates
little alteration from the policies of the Tories
or Liberals. Nationalisation of the coal indus-
tries and Bank of England, and conversion of
the iron and steel industries into public corpora-
uons is the main difference—all the smaller im-
provements are almost identcal in all party
programmes, better housing, family allowances
and various other social reforms. All parties are
agreed that comperition and private interest
should continue, profit on labour remain, and
militarism continue as 2 national virue. Mili-
tary and industrial conscription, with its atten-
dant restrictions and suppressions, is to be carried
into the post-war period.

Reform versus Revolution

The social revolution has not taken place.
It would not be propitious to start referring 10
the King as Comrade Windsor or treating Field
Marshal Montgomery as one of the proletariat. -
What will happen is that two small minorities
will vie with each other for positions of power.
The nationalisation of the Bank of England will
not destroy the directorship. A board of highly
paid directors and financial advisers will continue
and the power and evil of money will remain.
While there may be a few changes of faces, this
democralic sanctuary, performing the same artifi-
cial tasks, will remain very much as it is to-day.

The same conditions of change will apply to
the other industries. The new employers will
snl_! be a select few Qquite as remote and highly
paid as those already known to us, assisted by
¢ven more managers and bureaucratic “secre-
taries”. The new government will do very little
to improve the conditions of the people while it
copunues 10 operate this exploiung and . sup-
pressive our-of-date system, and, in the long run,
could do a very great deal of harm.

The Labour government will not so alter or
damage the machine of the state that the Tories
could not, in ten or twenty years hence, take
back that machine and with litle inconvenience
run It on Its accustomed capitalistic Times.

The great danger resulting from a period of
mild reformist Labour government is twofold,
caused by the disillusionment and frustration of

- the people and their subsequent reaction. - The

common pcople of Bnwin and throughout
‘civilisation” are necarer 1o universal revolution
now than ever before. Once the emortions and
conflicts of war have been dissipated, then the
populations who have suffered too long for so
many foul causes will turn a decided opinion to
their personal carcumstances.. Already the
workers in moOst European COURLries are con-

"IN TORY BGOTS

vinced that the old order must go if they are 1o
obrain better conditions of living. Reliance on
old methods of privilege and private ownership
has given way before a poliucal awakening.

Twofold Danger

The war has brought the apathy and drift of
the pre-war period to a rude stop. We are not
deluded into believing that the mass of the people
have, in the past few years, gained a greater
intellectual appreciation of political science—the
awakening has come mainly through the suffer-
ings and deprivations of war, producing a cymic-
ism and desperation accompanied by a loss of
faith in politicians and the existng order. The
desire is for change, quick and radical change,
without the realisation of any political objective.

The Labour Party, while they remain the par-

liamentary party that they are, will not and
cannot implement the wishes of the people.”
. As ume goes on, and the capitalists become
less nervous, stocks and shares will boom again
in the City and the industrial bosses will become
less and less apprehensive of the “rebels in
Westminster”’; disillusionment will set in amongst
the inspired people. ‘

They will realise that at this time when the
people are united in a desire for great changes,
confidence - placed in Labour politicians was
abused and the chance lost. The Labour Party
will play a tremendous part in absorbing the
aspirations of the workers, and destroying the
conditions of revolutionary change. The up-
surge will temporarily have been satisfied by 2
general election and a change of government.
Burt when, as a result of frustration and betrayal,
hatred and loathing are added to revolutionary
conviction, the resulting civil war may become
uncontrolled and dangerous, throwing up in
consequence new tyrannies and tyrants just as
has happened in Russia, Germany, ltaly and

Second Danger

The other great danger is the narcotic of
polincal power. To polinicians a political for-
wne will be as dear as a million pounds is 10
an industrialist; experience has shown over and
over again that of the two the. politically drunk
is the more dangerous. There are no limits to
which the political gods will confine themselves
to hang on to positions of power and influence,
a arcamstance which, when faced with a recal-
citrant people, can very easily cause the upping
of the balance into complete fascism.

The principle on which the drastic changes
must be decided is that of treating all owner-
ship as theft, and obstructions such as the police,
institutions of law and governments as acces-
sories and conspirators to theft. Fulfil the
natural desire of people to live full, healthy, free
lives under conditions in which their inherent
gifts and rtalents are released and  the police,
military prisons and law courts become super-
fluous; government, which is the right hand of
the pirate rulers: will be described--by future
historians as a privateering institution which has
housed greater and more rapacious “‘yeggmen”
than ever passed through Dartmoor prison.

Conditions that produce government produce
slaves. = Destroy the conditnons which produce
slavery, and automatically the purpose of gov-
ernment disappears. Were there no subjects
there would be mo king: willing  subjugation
produces dictatorship, but free men govern
themselves.

_ Spain.

=  PRESTON CLEMENTS.
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- AMNESTY
CAMPAIGN

and laws.

Labour government.

military and industrial conscription.
are sull in prison under wartime laws.

4 major war.
chooses to class as felons), conscientious objec-

many bureaucratic regulations. The civil pri-
sons are overcrowded with them, and many
more are held under appalling conditions in mili-
tary concentration camps, often undergoing long
sentences for trifling offences.

Whatever excuse may have been given during
the past few years for such imprisonments IS
surely invalidated now that the war in Europe
is ended and we are told that the nation will
gradually return to peacetime conditions. The
most important task of a return 1o peace, more
urgent even than housing or food, would appear
to be a recrification of those injustices which were
committed ‘during ‘wartime when the fundamental
rights of the citizen were suspended under the
pretexr of an emergency situztion. It is to be
hoped that the new Labour government will take

We reproduce below a statement which has
been issued to the press by the Frecdom
Dcfenee Committee in conncction with their
campaign for an amnesty for all pcople held
in British prisons under wartime rcgulations
The campaign was initiated by the
display of posters calling upon: the people to
demand such an amnesty, and we reproduce
the photograph of one of these posters. Al-
rcady there have been many signatures to the
demand for an amnesty, and the activitics of
the committee have received the support of
many pcople, of various opinions, who realise
the danger at the present time of the complete
loss of our clementary civil libertics unless
some really vigorous body exists for resisting
the progress of recaction and regimcentation,
even when it appcars under the guisc of a

The Committee intends shortly to start a
sccond campaign against the continuance of

Although the war in Europe has ended, and
the Fascist internees have been released from
their confinement, thousands of men and women
These
prisoners are not offenders against the common
law, and the regulations under which they were
incarcerated are admitted to be extraordinary
measures necessitated only by the emergency of

They include political prisoners (whom the law

tors, deserters, absentees and offenders under

o FOR

CHVILIAN A0 MILITARY

i AMlor Signature Forms to:— -
FREEDOM DEFENCE COMMIYIEE, =
.. 37, $t. Goorge Stroel, W.1.
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carly action 10 alter this situation.

The Freedom Defence Commitice intends 10
begin an immediate campaign for an amnesty for
all civilian and military offenders against war-
time laws, and would welcomre the support of
all who are anxious for -the liberation of the
Briush prisoners of war in British prisons. A
demand for such an amnesty will be presented o
the Home Secretary, and signawure forms are
available from the offices of the Commitice, 17
St. George Street, Hanover Square, London,
W.1

The Freedom ‘Defence Commitiee was origin-
ated in February of this year, under the name
of the Freedomr Press Defence Commitice, o
assist- the four anarchists who were being tried
vunder Regulation 39A. -At that ume it became
evident that-there was a need for a permanent
vigilance body to fight for the preservation of
clementary civil liberties, and the Freedom De-
fence -Committee, consisuing of individuals of
many - different shades of liberal, socialist and
libertarian opinion, was formed for thal purpose.

HERBERT READ,

Chairman,
Freedom Defence Commiittee.

We have just witnessed an act of criminal
Iunacy which must be without parallel in recor-
ded history. A city of 300,000 people has been
suddenly and deliberately obliterated and its in-
habitants murdered by the English and American
Governments. For this action we are held re-
sponsible. It is difficult to express in coherent
language the contempt and shame which we feel
Thar this thing should be done in our name
makes us feel physically bespattered with the
filth of it. Even a public slowly and deliberately
accustomed by propaganda to acquiesce in irre-
sponsible murder is stricken by it. We have
dissented and protested in the past, but the
time for dissent and protest are over. The men
who did this are criminal lunatics. Unless this

4. final amoaty 1s irrevocably and unquestionably-

brought home to them by public opinion, we
have no claim to be human beings, we have no
right to condemn any excess of the past or the
future, we do not deserve any vestige of freedom.

No alliance of nations fostering such preten-
sions has ever covered itself with such utter dis-
grace. ' The sickening cant about indiscriminate
bombardment, the lies abour liberty and justice,
have appeared for what they are—the restorarion
of Moral Order for what it is, a death’s-head.
This action is not to be judged by men—men
will be judged by ir, as they were judged by the
atrocities “ of Dachau: the only queston that

Criminal Lunaey Exposed

will be asked is—"Did you resist it 10 your
utmost?” One need only consider how last
Monday’s-announcement would have affected the
nation if it had been-made in 1937 1o realise
how profoundly our responsibility has degener-
ated, and how much of the practice of Fascism
has been sold to us since- then. An endless
iteration of enemy brutality has been used 10
acclimatisc us to crimes which ‘have now reached
the magnirude of this massacre.

The ornly remedy which is possible 1o us, if
we are o remain human beings, and not to be
lepers in the eyes of every decent person and
every period of history, is the. condign punish-
ment of the men who are responsible. Not gne
political leader who: has tolerated this filthy thing, -
or the indiscriminate bombardment of Germany
which preceded it, should be permitted 10 ¢scape
the consequence of what he has done.” Apart
from the fantastic irresponsibility of scientsts
who are prepared 1o put such a weapon info the
hands of our present rulers, the responsibility
for seeing that no political or military figure
associated with this action shall be permitted to
remain rests upon us. It is highr-time that we
ried our own war criminals, or history will
rightly and justly try and condemn us 1o per-
manent hatred and contempt.

ATEX COMFORT.
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CRAZY "JUSTICE

FRANKFURT.—A 2l-year-old German was
sentenced yesteréay to 12 yeéars’ imprisonment
for posscssing znd firing 2 rifle. In a fit of
despondency over an unhappy love affair he at-
1cmpied o comymit suicde. His former sweet-
heart then told the police he had the rifie.

FARMERS v. SHEPHERDS

~Thirty farmers from three countics wenl 10
Winchesier gaol Io-day to seek the release of 2
fellow-farmer who had been senr there yesler-
day for 14 days after e bad refused 1o pay
tithe arrears amountng 1o £37 7s. 64,

Mr. E. V. E.Parsons, chairman of the Salis-
bury branch of the National Tithe Associalion,
on behalf of the farmers, said:

“Mr. Thorne is toe first martyr 1o fight this
IEAGUILY.

“We are fighting now o abolish the uthe and
also this 1ernble 1936 Act which bas aliered the
foundation of the tthe.

“Yy iz now made a personal debt, and there
are clever lawyers who 1y 10 make you bankrupt
if you do not pay. We shall carry on the fight
uniil we are vicorious.”

Mr. Ronald Farguharson, a Dorset farmer and
county conngllor, declared, “We shear the sbecp,
but 1he Church shears us,”

Evening Standard, 9/8/45.

You see what they raecan when they talk of
“their flock™,

RAVAGES OF WAR

Two thousand cascs of venercal discase were
reported among American weops in Germany
during he first week after the non-frawrmisaton
ban wzs Lified on July 14, an increase of 1,500
cases over the weekly figure for May, ‘

A huge increase m the discase among AmoTi-
can soldiers i all parts of Europe v recorded
in an official reporr assued to-day. Dunng the
two months following D-Day 43,752 men {the
equivalent of zlmost three full divisions) con-
tracied the disease on the Conunent.

Manchester Guardian, 18/8/43,

"JUDGE NOT, LEST YE BE
CONDEMNED"

_ "There are risks wn every job. The colher,
in an honourable calling, runs the risks of fire,
falls and flood.”

That comment was made by Judge Temple
Morris yesterday, when he gave judgment with
costs in Swansea County Court against 1wo
J‘:umnanford miners sued for causing loss of
2,600 tons output by absenting themselves from

The defence was thar the men feared an in-
n.uhnoz water which was scen dripping from the
T00f, Daily Herald, 9/8/45.
Lord Justice MacKinnon said recently: “It
15 easter to sit in Court than 10 work in a

- mine.”
What risks are artached 1o Judge Temple
Morns’s job that he can pass judgment?

VICTORY FEELINGS

Barely finished with its welcome to Eisen-
hower, New Work last week greeted 14,526 of
Ike’s men returning from Europe aboard the
£1,000-ton Qucen Mary. One blonde Army
nurse kept waving a pair of filmy black pantes
out of 2 porthole and shouting, “Hey, we won!”

Life, 2/7/45.

Whatr U.S. won—ifrom the same page of
Life.

What is the upshor of victory for our coun-
try? First and most obviously, an enormous
increase in America’s relative power in the world.
That has been a result of pracucally all our
wars. We have never won a war without ex-
panding whether in realm or influence.

EVERYTHING CAN BE
BOUGHT : '

The council of the Yorkshire Mine-workers’
Association decided at Barnsley on Monday to
recommend to their members for acceptance. an
agreement with the West Yorkshire Coalowners’
Association under which £35 will be paid in
respect of any miner killed at work and £17 10s.
in the case of any boy under 16 years of age if
the men ar .the pit where the faral accident
occurs continue working.

At many Yorkshire collieries it has been a
long-established custom for the men to cease
work for a day after a fatal accident.

Manchester Guardian, 15/8/45.

VICAR OF BRAY ™

LISBON, Tuesday—Sir Owen O’Malley,
new Briush Ambassador to Pormugal, told the
Portuguese Press;

~ “Whatever Government is in office, Briush
foreign policy serves the interests of Britain,
which do not greatly change.

“The Anglo-Portuguese alliance has served
those interests for 600 years, and I see no reason
‘why it should not continue to do so.”>—Reuter.

Evening News, 9/8/45.
Surely no-one thought a Labour -Govern-
ment would break off relations with the

Fascist Doctor Salazar, that pillas of
democracy?

hrough the

Press

FOR A PERMANENT WAR

Present Red Army plans call for demobiliza-
tion of the thirteen eldest age groups (ages un-
specified) by the end of this year, Sovier Chief
of Staff Anonoff, in announcing this, remarked
that Russian forces should “remain on a level
commensurale with our country’s greatness” and
aéded “we canmot rest on our laurels.”

At Moscow’s viclory celebration  Marshal
Zinukoff said; *“In the forure, 0o, we muust
suengihen the economic rught of our country,
unccamngly perfect our military skill, study the
abundant cxpericnce of the Fatherland—war—
and develop our pulitary scicnce.”

The regular progranmae for inuroductory mili-
tary Uaining for )5-ycar olds contpucs 1o
operale in Kussia. The Call (US.AY), 2/7/45.

PEOPLE IN REVYOLT

There are reporied almosy dsily in fraly ex-
plosions of public exasperation ar the difficultics
of Lfe. ;

Recently there have becn a serics of potous
disorders in various owns in Southern Inaly
which arc all aceable o the main W the fac
that the harvests failed owing o drought, and
many people are suffering grear  hardship.
Strikes and demonstrations agsinst he Digh cost
of hving follow one another in endless succcs-
s1on. ’

Orther outbursts of sponlancous urilalion have
occurred owing 1@ the shortage of transport.
The other day 300 people, some of whom were
armed, o0k forcible possession at Civitavecchia
of the small steamer which is ar present the only
means-of public ransport- between Sardinia and
the mamnland, The swcamer i oaly licensed 10
carry 200 passengers, so the captain refused 1o
sail, but the 500 would-be travellers likewise
refused to budge. Afier a two days” deadlock
the Government stepped in and provided iwo
destroyers 10 carry the €xXcess Passengers.

Manchester Guardian, 6/8/45.

MUSSOLINI ON WAR

“Another point of the capirulationists is that
*the people’s heart is not in the war.’” Now the
people’s heart never is in any war. Not even
in those of the Risorgimento, as ¢an be proved
by uvnimpeachable documents Was- the
people’s heart in the 1915-1918 war, by any
chance? Nort in the least, Was the people’s
heart in @ war which produced 535,000 deserters
in the country? The ‘people’s hearl’ seems 1o
have been far less in that than in the present
anc,

“The truth is that no war is ever ‘papular’
when it starts, and it is casy to see why: it
becomes popular if it goes well, and if it goes
badly it becomes exwremely unpopular. Even
the war for the conquest of Abyssinia became
popular only after the victory of Mai Dey.”
From Mussolini’s Diary published in
«Reynold’s News, 22/7/43.

DIRECT ACTION BY
FARMERS

Sharecropping  farmers © and  agricultural
labourers in Pisa province, Italy, passed a reso-
Juton at a recent mecung of “Workers of the
Soil,” which represents more than two-thirds
of the sharecroppers and farm workers of the
province. Here 18 a part of the resolunon:
“The war was made and supported by those
who supported Fascism: the indusirial and land-
ownipg capitalists. We farmers, fully aware of
the predicament of the nation and of the people’s
need of our produce, have sown, arc sowing and
will continue [0 sow every inch of our fields and
will work night und day. Buy if the owners
of the land which we work do not repair our
houses at once, if they do not re-purchase for
us ar accepiable conditions the livestock which
was taken away, we will make good our expenscs
and our damages by increasing our share of the
crops.” New Leader, U.S.A., 9/5/45-

"THE OPIUM OF THE
REORLE"

The Soviet government last week released, in
the U.S., official pictures of a scene that must
have made Lenin spin in his glass case on Red
Square: the election and coronation Feb. 4 in
Moscow of a new patriarch, the 13th, of the
czars’ own Holy Orthodox Eastern Catholic and
Apostolic Church, the so-called Russian Ortho-
dox Church. A Communist official, who really
governs the Church, gave Pawiarch Alexei his
blessing. Soviet cameramen made a half-hour
movic of this, the first Church Sober (Congress)
since that of 1917-18, during the Bolshevik
Revolution.

The re-established Church, politically power-
less within Russia, may further. Soviet aims
outside Russia. Yis value to Stalin is. indicated
by the fact that Iast week the new pawiarch was
on a round of visits 1o the patriarchs of Antioch,
Jerusalem and Alexandria in the explosive Mid-
dle Bast. And the Moscow Pawnarchate has
offered forgiveness to the “North ' American
Church, which broke off in: 1934, if it wall
promis¢ to “abstain from political- acuvitics
against the U.S,S.R.” -

Life (U.S.A.) 2/7/45.
READY FOR THE NEXT
WAR ?

The United States had more Atom  Bombs
recady ta drop on Japan when the war ended,
and the production of the new super~-weapon has
continued since the surrender, Colonel Franklin
Maruthias, director of the Atom Bomb plant at
Richland, Washington, said ro-day.

He added that the 5000 workers at the Rich-
land plant “have no instructions about slowing
down production, and will produce untl they are
ordered 1o quit.”

Evening Standard, 16/8/45.

WAR SECRET

Mr. Churchill had an attack of pneumonia
early last autumn, it was disclosed last night.

It was-kepr secrer at the time, I understand,
at Mr. Churchill’s own wish. :

News Chronicle, 14/8/45.

BRASS HATS AT WORK

_ Astonishing preparations made by the Austra-
lian Army to receive the Duke of Gloucester,
when he visited troops stationed .in Queensland
were revealed by soldiers on leave this week.

Army authorities, before he reached Atherton,
had gone 1o the following pains:

1. They wransported an eight-roomed umber

house 60 miles, from Cairns to Atherton,

moving 1t by road on two tank-carriers har-

nessed together;

Engineers worked 24 hours laying down the

foundations and installing a hot-water

system; -

Trees 15 miles away were dug up, hauled

to Atherton and planted round the kouse;

4. Turf was brought five miles to provide a
lawn round the house.

Before the Duke reviewed the unifs near
Atherton the men were ordered not to shave
for two days, then on the day the Duke arrived
they were told: 1o’ let mud from ‘a'-nearby’ river
cake on their hands, faces and uniforms.

The Brass Hars’ idea was to give the Duke
the impression that the men were dirty and their
uniforms stained after a long route march,

Actually they marched only a mile.

News Chronicle, 13/8/45.

THE CHURCH AND THE
ATOMIC BOMB

To show his disapproval of the wuse of -the
atomic bomb the Dean of St, Albans, the Very
Rev. C, C. Thicknesse, banned the use of St
Albans Abbey for a Civic Service of Thanks-
giving plannéd for yesterday.

He said last night: *I cannot give thanks to
God for an event brought about by a wrong use
of force, by an act of wholesale indiscriminate
massacre,”

He added that, having made his gesture, he
was willing “to allow a service in the Abbey
on Sunday.

At a Methodist service in St. Albans the Rev,
L. C. Fogg said we should rhank God for the
work of our scientist which had shortened the
war and saved thousands of lives.

News Chronicle, 16/8/45.
SOLIDARITY

Australian- investigations following the escape
of cight prisoners from a building built specially
o accommodate Navy personnel proved that in
cach of the cells the workmen who buile the
building left a hacksaw.

When questioned, they told the aurhorities
that they had made the “gift” as a “goodwill
gesture.”

{§V]
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Glasgow Evening News.




FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 25 AUGUST, 1945

'lg . Editors believe this account by a French soldier of his ‘liberation’
#&&Q ians at the end of this war to be of considerable factual interest,

does not of course imply that we necessarily hold the views expressed
‘during this account, but its value as an eye-witness report fully warrants, in

ion, its publication. F
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‘ were at Ebenau. The evacua-
Germans entered this extensive and
there, whilst we, French prisoners of war,
men and women workers and Russian de-
es, took refuge in the barns. At about ten

smhﬁeeMardemmﬁuq»
wards us telling us that a Soviet tank was wait-
ng on the road. We could hardly believe it;

we saw the sky all lit up, the
fown of 1d was we had

s
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een grooming his horses ran back towards us
g;:q: “The Russians are arriving!”

fu At

Remembering the reception we had had from
the first Russians, we thought it prudent to
remain inside one of the stables.
F
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or obvious reasons it has been deemed unwise
| the writer's identity, but we are in possession of the name, prisoner
and Stalag identification of this soldicr.

During the day, an extremely correct Russian
officer, after verifying that we were French,
told us to leave the next day with our employers
and return to the villages whence we had come.
During this time, the Poles had already given
the best hnufa to the Russian soldiers, ransacked

there,

feast washed down with a large quantity of
alcohol . . . Next morning we came across some
French prisoners who advised us to go with them
and leave the Germans to fend for themselves.
So we all went off with them. It was then that
we saw the first dead Germans—soldiers, old
people, women, children, sprawled in the snow
all with a bullet through the head.

Looting Continues

We came in view of Saafeld: the town was
burning. On the outskirts of the town, at
a large factory where we read
a placard “We will never surrender,” more
corpses were lying, mostly women with their
skirts dragged up, exposing naked stomachs.
We went on a few hundred metres further and
met up with the first units of the Russian
infantry (unshaven, in rags and tatters, dirty,
without packs or helmets, but one and all
carrying on a shoulder-strap a tommy-gun which
we immediately christened ‘cheese box’ or ‘coat
dusting machine’).

I was walking at the head of our column, right
on the side of the road, for the tanks were still
passing at great speed and we had to make way
for them; the tanks were lined with soldiers who
raised th:xr_ fists to us, and we noticed many
women-soldiers on these tanks. A Russian

Bmwnebpltlndwithuutamdmbud:ledit
and tore it off me; others had also approached
otheromudes,uk‘mgfromthemnthcyplsscd
any haversack or kit-bag they might be carrying.
We continued on our way, and, a few metres
further on, another soldier tore off my fur
gloves; I began to grow disheartened.

A Ravaged Town

We entered Saafeld, an acrid smoke choking
us; some Russian soldiers were throwing out of
the windows the furniture and kitchen utensils
from the houses, and we quickened our pace as
the spot seemed dangerous. Saafeld was already
almost completely destroyed, all the houses were
burning and the Russians were occupied in
setting fire to those which had not already autﬁ::
alight. We saw them busy at lighting up o
fires; when the fires were well under way the
Russians sat down in the snow, took from their
pockets a chunk of black bread, a bit of bacon
of a tin of bully beef and gazed contentedly at
the blazing fires. We reached the square and a
Russian, on seeing us, said to us in excellent
French: “Long live De Gaulle, long live
France!” We asked him to direct us to head-
quarters, and he led us into a half-charred house
where he presented us to an officer who imme-
diately demanded whether we had any revolvers;
when we replied in the negative, he ordered us
to hand over our watches, knives and razors.
We made him understand that our watches had
already been “requisitioned”; he laughed at this
and told us we could continue on our way. We
asked to be escorted by a Russian guard and to
be given an official pass, to which he agreed and
told us to go outside.

During the search we had undergone some
Russian prisoners liberated by their brothers in
arms had arrived in the town square. The
officer lined them up beside us and made them
a speech. Judging by his gestures and tone of
voice we realized that he must be reproaching
them. At last we moved off and, curious to
know what this officer can have been talking
about, I approached a Russian and asked him
in German what he had said to them. The
Russian replied that the officer was condemning
them for having allowed themselves to be made
prisoners, that they had behaved like traitors to
their country and that they should have died
rather than surrender.

-

Women In Tears

We continued on our way; along the roads
there was an endless succession of overturned,
ransacked vehicles, corpses of women and child-
ren and occasionally isolated German soldiers,
and disembowelled horses still harnessed to the

rated by Red Army
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wagons (the work of the tanks) Arrived
Osterode, we were stopped once again, (his timwe
by an armed mongol, whilst an urchin of hardly
sixteen years searched ws. Finding nothing, he
let us pass after making threatening gestures
This town was also partly destroyed and sill
burning. The Russian prisoners sdvised w w
enter the houses and sleep there that nigh
The next day we reached Reichensu. In a
nearby house there were also some French

isopers, some Polish women snd some young
E:uinn women who were trying 1o regain their
own country. In the cveming, some Russians,
all in a state of advanced intoxication, came o
verify our identity.

The next day we took up our jourtiey again
and came across some of the Polish and Russian
women, whom we found in tears. We asked
them what had happened They explained 10
us that somec Russuan officers and soldiers had
made them go up one storey higher in the house
to prove their identity. But as soon as they
entered the upper room the officers procesded
to rape them and then handed them over to thewr
soldiers. Disheartened, we continued on our

way.
(The concluding part of this article !arsdl be

published in the next insue of “Freedom.™)

AMNESTY | AMNESTY !

More people are in prisons in this
country than at any time sinee 1914,

The total is approximately 15,000,
which compares with 15,700 in 1914,

During the last war, the figare fell to
9,600 in 1917, but it rose to 12,000 in
1920. During the next five years it
fell to an average of abowt 10,800, It
was 13,000 in 1933, but it had fallen
to 11,000 just before the outbreak of
the war in 1939,

“1I weep for you’ the
Walrus said . ..

The directive issued during July by the mili-
tary authorities in Poland for the commemora-
tion of the anniversary of the Warsaw rising
demonstrates a sickening hypocrisy. The way in
which the Russian armics stood aside and let
the Warsaw rising be drowned in blood, in order
that they might have no revolutionary forces to
deal with when they entered Warsaw, came as a
shock to all decent men, even to those who had a
fairly good knowledge of Kremlin perfidy.

The Warsaw military authorities assert that
the rising was engineered by the London Poles,
without proper consultation with the Red Army,
and was therefore doomed from the outset. This
of course does not explain the curious fact that
the Red Army, which had swept on without
interruption to the opposite bank of the Vistula,
suddenly halted when the Warsaw rising began,
and only sent scanty supplies after the R.AF.
had already done so for some days.

The directive goes on to say that:

“Nevertheless the two months’ struggle of
the Home Army and other military formations
backed by the entire population, 1s a marvel-
lous feat of arms and a most glorious page in
Polish history. It also records the unity of
all Poles which evoked patriotism all over the
country and admiration throughout the demo-
cratic world. Therefore homage is to be paid
to all who took part in it.”

Dead insurgents thus became heroes. But live
ones are hunted down systematically. Not long
ago twenty-five underground fighters escaped
from Poland into Czechoslovakia, in an attempt
to avoid the Communists and reach American
occupied Germany. They were arrested by
Czech officers who began to take them to the
Soviet Command. The Poles then disarmed and
shot the Czechs. They escaped, but two days
later were intercepted and in a pitched battle
seven of them were killed, eight escaped and the
rest were captured. An interrogation proved
that they were in fact merely escaping from the
Lublin government, which they feared would
persecute them.

Since then, however, completely false reports
were concocted by the Czech and Polish authori-
ties, and by the time the story reached the Lon-
don press it had become transformed into a
matter of Polish reactionaries carrying out
banditry on behalf of underground Nazi organ-
isations.

As many incidents of this kind may happen
in Europe in the near future, we should always
be on our guard not to accclzt the official expla-
nation, which may well make an accusation of
reactionary activity merely in order to cover up
something to the discredit of the authorities
concerned. Even revolutionary actions on the
part of the workers may well appear in the
English press under a similar distorted guise,
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Anarchist Commenlary

“"LOYALTY TO LABOLR”
—WHY?

Labour's conguesy of powey s S s & wery
smisll mwsvire to the wanlied “1efi-swing
(new - fangled name fw Bisconieni n Furspe
but cume primecily becawse B has stolen O
thundsr of the Tortes, 11 ysed 0 be § reformss
drag on the workers. MNow it & party of the
professions! and awddls classes

The Daily Express ia the firmt of the Torten
welcome this hesriening fact (lor them

Mare than hall the Socilian M P s ws-dey
spring Irom the professions! snd  aiddie

Chasses. Lews than ball of them have over

carned o day's pay by masusl lsbous

loevitably the weight of the new peofess
wnal and muddle claw clemenis 0 the pariy
will be foht with & comseguent changs of

rmphass on legisletion 178 48

Ap cxnmvtation of (he candicdeies backgroaon
phis one’s own observatioms of the clecioral mm
paign, oonfirmn  this  report  emtively. W
cmerged above all in the clevton s the apathy
of the working-class, as compared with he roing
enthusiasm of the muddie-class for the pelicy
of the Labour Party

In the old Labour sirongholds, theve wers the
usial ten, twenty and thirty theusand e e
for Labour, but there weore guiciness, apaihy snd
Iack of werest av compared with the rallies
enthusasm and sy sctivty m the poddie -<lass
arems where Labosir gt the mowt “unexpeciod
results

This signifies cloarly that Labeawr is puing
Carry oul & programme which may o may ne
please the Tories but will definitely plesse thas
stratum of the population on whom the Tories
depend. This i in particuler the casw with
nationalisstion, for it has never been shown thad
the workers would benefit a1 all fremm 0. Ms
Attlee once sated he did not see that & worker
on the LNER., was any less 5 cog n the
machine under private enterprise than he weould
be under State control he benefit of nation
alisation goes to the State, that s w sy W the
technician, the manager, the professional man
whose class party is now in power

At the present time we must make it Clear ¢
the workers just what the Labour Perty dees
represent, lor it can quite eanily be loreseen tha
for the purposes of “|ndustrial peace” the work
ers will be appealed o for loyalty o “their
government and efforts will be made o divert
the rising tide of ardour and discomtent at this
critical time away from direct action for food,
housing, demobilisation and in industry, by say
ing “trust your leaders and don’t embarrass
them till they've had a chance.”

“"HOW DO YOU
EXPLAIN ... ?”

Sﬂl’nc ([l)f!llun\ pursue one on the [?hfl‘t':‘.
meeting after meeting, reappear in correspon
dence in letter after letter—the questioners
being convinced there is no answer possible, and
yet the question itself is only a most threadbare
coat in a new dye. Everyone nowadays jeers at
the old Tory argument that we must have had
a pretty good standard of living berween the
wars since the soldiers were so heroic at defend-
ing their heritage, e¢tc., yet how often do we
hear the stolid argument that Russia can’t be
what you Anarchists say it is, etc., etc., because
look at the millions of Russians who went out
to fight, who tore the guts out of Germany,
drove Hitler back and so on and so on. (A
recent letter put it that the writer had 1o admire
Stalin because of the way his people had died!)
I have got hoarse with repeating on the platform
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Petain’s Trial

l ‘l‘i 1 i B
A LEGAL FARCE

After long days of trial, endless statements
by the witnesses for the prosecution and for the
defence, the sentence against Pétain has at last
been given. Practically everyone in France
expected the solution which has in fact been
adopted. By finding Pétain guilty and condemn-
ing him to death the Court gave moral satisfac-
tion to the Resistance; by not putting the sen-
tence into effect the opinion of the pro-Vichy
clements is respected,

The whole trial was absurd from beginning
to end. It was pretended that the trial was con-
ducted according to legal procedure whereas in
fact Pétain having received his power from the
National Assembly he should have been judged
by that same Assembly. One also witnessed the
grotesque situation of Pétain being prosecuted
and judged by men who had taken their oath
of fidelity to him as head of the State. Mornet,
the public prosecutor had furthermore been
appointed by Pétain as President of a Commis-
sion whose job was to denaturalise French Jews.

The prosecution charged Pétain with having
asked Hitler for an armistice in June 1940, But
the witnesses called by the Prosecution had all
shared in the responsibility of ending the war,
Paul Reynaud who was Prime Minister at that
time called Pétain to the government knowing
full well that the Marshal preferred an armistice
to military capitulation on the field. Daladier
came into the witness box to try to prove that
the French army could have carried on the
struggle at the time when the armistice was
signed. But Daladier was the man who signed,
together with Chamberlain, the Munich agree-
ment in 1938, Albert Lebrun, who was Presi-
dent of the Republic in 1940, came to declare
how desperate he was at the signing of the
armistice. But evidence proved that this “wit-
ness’ had sent letters of congratulation o Pétain
after he had gained power. And a French paper
reminded the public that Lebrun was present at
a Council of Minlsters when General de Gaulle
was sentenced to death as a traitor,

In short, the whole trial proved that practi-
cally all the members of the Government of the
Third Republic had accepted the armistace of
1040 as a necessity. ‘The whole atmosphere of
the trial could only have a demoralizing effect
on the French people. It was a disgusting exhi-
bition of “dirty linen being washed in public.
The trial iy reported to have cost £1,000 a day,
yet at one time the newspapers reported that the
accused was asleep (he seems to have slept most
of the time), as well as several of the jurors,
while others were enguaged in doing crossword
puzzles.

The only possible conclusion from all this Is
that only revolutionary Justice could have
demanded an sccount from the men who are
responsible for the sufferings of the French
people. During the trial of Péwin a guilty
man was judged by hiy sccomplices and was
merely condemned 1o satisfy public opinion:
that iy o say, In order to preserve the interests
of the bourgeols State.

AMERICAN ATROCITIES

I have A e ra
are just a8 guilty of war crimes as sre any other
people Some of this information was related
w me by Captin A, Caprain B, and Chaplain
C, at present all members of the X Eogpnesr
Combat CGroup What they report (ock place
in the South Pucifi I'hese three officers agree
that orders came down from “the General” that
no prisoncrs were 1o be tsken. Jopanese pri-
soners were disurmed, questioned, and -then
murdered. On the Admirslly Islands, Captsin
A saw forty unarmed Japanese prisoners lined
up and shot. Captain B ssw similar killings
in New Guinea. Also in New Guinea, Chap-
lain C reported that he was presemt wh-."n s few
Japanese prisoners were “saved” 1o be photo-
graphed by a Life photographer. As soon as
the photographer had enough shots, the prisonery
were led off into the bushes and were beheaded
The reliable informants who relaled the sbove
incidents were not trying o prove anything
They were merely relating their experiences while
in the combat zone. These examples are cer-
tainly not usual cases. Almost every returned
American soldier includes tales of American
atrocities with his experiences abroad.

If we are 10 be objective, we must reject any
theory of the moral superiority of one group or
nation over another, During time of great
stress, especially during war, base deeds will be
committed by human beings. If we are 10
¢liminate atrocities, we must eliminate war znd
the causes of war. The significance given to the
atrocities commitied by German and Japanese
by American newspapers is false and foolishly
misleading. ‘This short-sighted interpretation of
the causes of atrocities is detrimental 1o us and
to the entire human family. It foments mis-
understanding and hatred which zre fundamenta]
in bringing about more wars and more atrocities.
Rather than spending our time hunting and
prosecuting “war criminals” we could better de-
vote ourselves to understanding their problems
and the problems of the world. This would
eventually bring about mutual understanding
and the outlawing of war and alrocities,

U.S. ARMY LIEUTENANT.

(The C.O. has in its possession the name of
the writer of this letter, together with the names
of the officers mentioned, who witnessed the
incidents described. In addition, the letter
identifies the military wunit 1o which each is
attached. For the protection of the men, how-
ever, the information iy withheld ~The Editors.)

Conscientious Objector (N.Y.), July 1945.
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