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AN ANARCHIST WEEKLY-4d.

outstanding feature in last

week’s bye-elections is that the
amount of nonsense with which the
public has been bombarded over the
air and through the Press following
the announcement of the resulls, is
so crude that we doubt whether any
but a few backwoods Tories could
be taken in by it. The BBC's “live
programme” on the night when the
first three results came through was
a pitiful display of would-be ex-
pertise by the experts, while the
interviews with successful and un-

INTERNATIONAL
NOTES

TH'E. mid-April issue of Recht voor
Allen contains a call to resist the
proposal that the polder made by drain-
ing the Lauwersee in northern Holland
should be used as a military terrain,
The reclamation of the Lauwersee will
be completed in the near future, and the
military claim which is being put for-
ward is being opposed by local interests
which want to use the land for building.
recreation, sport, ele. However, the
libertarian journal has put the issue in
the context of a principalled opposition
to all miliiarism, and has got out a
strikingly laid-out propaganda number
‘on the question.
Brand, the Swedish anarchist periodi-
te ‘be edlted by Lhe Gotcbnrg

af Paris, records t.he formation of a
new group of Libertarian Youth in Paris.
‘and a suggestion for co-operation among
‘anarchists in making propaganda in the
university world. There is also an
article on the experiences of four com-
rides who had joined with the English
-pacifists in their “habitual anti-nuclear
protest march’”.

Espoir and Le Combar Syndicalisie re-
port enthusiastic meetings held by the
Committee for Free Spain (of which
Louis Legoin is the initiator) in Tou-
louse on April 12th, and of the anarcho-
syndicalist movemen! in Paris on April
19th, which was preceded by a festival.
The Toulouse police seized all the
Whld:l had been printed for the
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in individuals is something
. ut in groups, psdles nations,
Nd epochs it is the rule.'

1914 edn. (Citing Nietzche as

NIETZCHE
'‘Beyond Good and Evil',

‘The Preacher of War')

An Election

Anthology

ROUND THE GALLERIES

Polister’s Opinions

successful candidates only con-
firmed anarchists’ low opinion of
the intelligence of politicians! But

let us ficst of all present the data
which the “experts”, with their slide-
rules and “form-book™, have been
subjecting to what they would like
us to believe; is scientific analysis.
Apart from Winchester, where the
turn-out was just under 70 per cent.
electors voted in large numbers, and
at Rutherglen where the Labour
Party won the seat previously held
by the Tories the turn-out was 82
per cent. All four seats were oc-
cupied by Tories, and as a result of
the bye-elections they have retained
three, Devizes, Winchester and Bury
St. Edmunds, with considerably re-
duced majorities. In all four bye-
elections the actual votes cast for
the Tories were fewer than at the
General Elections in 1959 whereas
those cast for the Labour candidates
were higher in three constituencies,

WANTEI]: Foh

“The “establishm

2 again: 3
shortazge of staff is measured represents

the Board's view from (ime to time of
the numbers needed to operate an ade-
quate service. The measured shortage
of stafi is necessarily, therefore, an
arbitrary figure. Morcover, the size of
the establishment itself has been’ re-
duced over recent years, especially in
1954-1960."

The above is from the Phelps Brown
report on the recent inquiry inta bus-
men’s pay and conditions, - This re-
pan on the whole endorses the bus-
men’s claims that more pay and better
conditions are needed if London Trans-
port is to attract enough stafl 1o provide
an adeguate bus service in London.
However, what the busmen and the Board
consider as adequate are two different
things. The London Transport Board
is only out for profits und are interested
in providing a service in so far as this
is compatible with increasing profits.

The LT.B. is suddled with various
annual tributes, For instance although
it made a surplus of £5.1m. in [962,
il had to pay £5.5m. (this is a fixed
annual amount) to the shareholders of
ﬂ'ﬂ nationalisation period. On lop
this the Government requires an

m payment of £4m., and fuel and

oil tax om;ms £4.5m. and licences £1m.
“Put to s‘ better use, this sum of manoy

and in Winchester Oﬂ.'f 162 fewer
(compared with @ 'OD of 6,900
votes for the Tory - andidate). The

Liberal Party which COntested three
seats, collected just OVEr 3,000 votes

at Bury St. Edmunds 48] g
Devizes and 4567 at Winchester.
Apart from an “Indeépendent Lib-
eral” who polled 2007 votes in
Devizes at  the 1959 General
Elections, the Liberal Party was
starting from scratchfin these con-
stituencies.

From these resul what con-
clusions can one reasenably draw?

On a lower poll i four bye-
elections the Labour Rarty collected
more votes in 3 out of 4 con-
tuencies; the ’I'ones,{gm the other
hand, have Insl voles in all four,

The “swing”, which keeps the ex-
perts busy with their slide-rules.
varied from 2.8 per eént in Devizes

to 8.6 per cent, in Rutherglen in

favour of the Lab

money Lo come Emn 8 hire's o place

to start."®

The exeniption from ‘l:he fuel tax was:

one of the main recommendations of the
inquiry, but so far the ,ﬁovernnwm has
done nething,

Since the inquiry was published last
month, negotiations hdﬁmm the Trans-
port & General Workers Union and the

L.T.B. have started on the findings.
After a number of m_e%’i and numer-

ous hours of talk g bas been
gained by the busmen. The Board
offered an increase of 33/- which was

summed up by the "Plxtfarm" as fol-
lows:— “A miserable I:am.hoh on rostered
ea.rmngs Three bob '&li\?gzcd from cer-
tain penalty payments. The whole de-
pendent upon us taking ﬂ:e pitiful rag-
hag—lhc ‘Package

This “package
efficiency plans for
“standee”  buses
of 650 one-man by
with these plans, b
If all was accepled
33/- per week extra
of the report which

CLASSLE

ould give them
is fulls short
ended bring-

the very fact that the “swing” in
each of the four constituencies was
different would surely make any
honest commentator chary of either
singling out any one result, or of
four and

lumping together the
drawing conclusions from the
average.

It seems obvious to us that the
pollsters and other experts 1n
statistics can predict results in
General Elections with some degree
of accuracy not because the elec-
torate is predictable nationally, but
because of (a) the conservatism of
the electorate as a whole and (b)
that very often you can arrive at
the right answer as a result of all
your mistakes cancelling each other
out!

The elation of the Tories at hold-
ing the seats at Devizes and Bury
St. Edmunds can only be explained
we suggest because the experts-
with-the-slide rules must have per-

exlia £2'to £3 a weckgand carres
amounts to conductors.”
the L.T.B. offer, What the Phelps
Brown reporl really brings out, and what
the busmen have been saying all along,
is the need for much higher wages if the
L T.B. is going to attract and keep the
staff it empluys

The unions al first claimed a basic
increase of 46/- with no strings attached,
but now they are after a miserable
27/6d. and they want this before they
start talks on efficiency. But here there
is a strong possibility that they will
accept the Board’s plans. To sweelen
the pill, the Board has now offered 18/~
on basic earning, but the overall 33/-
remains, including the “package deal”,
Who do they think they are fooling?

The board has also proposed that the
buses should carry standing passengers.
at all houwrs of the day and the union
negotiators have rejected this as well
as the plans for a five-day, 40-hour week.
At the moment the busmen work an 84
hour formzsht. which works out at 7 hrs.
40 mins. per.day over I1 days. In reply:

So much for

to the Board's plan for a S-day, 40-hour

BRITAIN

suaded them that they would
actually lose. And for the same
reason the Labour candidate in

Devizes according to the Guardian,
was predicting that he would get in
with a 2,000 majority. And even
more disconcerting for those who
“think™ with the “experts”, the
leading bookmaker of Devizes was
offering 5-4 on Labour, evens Tory;
and in Bury St. Edmunds, according
1o the Herald, “the odds on a Labour
victory were even shorler™.

So the experts were wrong on the
two “key” bye-elections. But it did
not deter them from working out
the average “swing” and, claiming
as did the Evening Standard that it
lies “between the swings shown by
the Express Poll and the National
Opinion Poll of the Daily Mail”
with the Daily Telegraph's Gallup
Poll * a poor thj;d“.

S readers will have by now
realised — assuming some of
them might have been expecting us
to take sides in the political circus
—that we have no party political
axe to grind! Those radicals who
look to the hustings to realise the
Continued on page 3

INDUSTRIAL NOTES

week, the union wants 7 hr. 16 min. day

over 11 days.

Bus schedules are planned (67 finish

lhc 7 I:u' 40 mins. at f.he depot, but
i}

work compulsory overtime as obvious]
they have to take the bus to the end
of its route. However, some crews get
to the depot before the working day ends
and they are sent out on another trip,
With the Board’s idea of an 8- heur day,
this would mean an even longer day than
worked now. The union claim, although
it would entail working less hours, would
still means that these were spread over
an ll-day fortnight. Another sugges-
tion has come from some of the busmen
and they would like the hours per day
to be the sameasnowbmmtaﬁva
day week.

What chance do the busmeu sia.nd
getting the wage tlmt rs
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1 am really sorry to see my Country-
men trouble themselves about Politics.
If Men were Wise, the Most arbitrary
Princes could not hurt them. If they
are not wise, the Freest Government is
compelld to be a Tyranny. Princes ap-
pear to me to be Fools, Hoeuses of
Commons and Houses of Lords appear
to me to be fools; they seem to me (0
be something else besides Human Lifc.

William Blake—(Public Address).

From the moment a people gives itself

representatives it is no longer free.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau.

Nothing is more odious than the
majority, for it consists of a few power-
ful leaders, a certain number of accom-
modating scoundrels and  submissive
weaklings. and a mass of men who
trudge after them without thinking, or
knowing their own minds.

J. W. Goethe—Letters.

An M.P. will have (0 vote taxes on
dogs and the reform of university educa-
tion, without ever having set foot in a
university or ever kncmqng a. country
dog. He will have to give his opinion
on the advantage of the Gras rifle and
on the site for the State stables. He
will have to vote on the phylloxera, on
grain, tobacco, primary education and
urban sanitation; on Cochin-China and
Guiana, on chimneys and the Paris
observalory. He has never seen soldiers
except on manoeuvres, but he will dis-
pose army corps; never having met an
Arab he will make and re-make the
‘Mussulman legal code in Algeria. He
will vote for the shako or the kepi ac-

cording to the tastes of his wife. He
will protect sugar and sacrifice grain.
Will destroy the vine under the inmipres-
sion that he is protecting it. Will vote
for afforestation against pasturage, and
protect pasturage against the forest. He
will have to show his ability in banking.
He will sacrifice a2 canal; or a railway
without knowing in what parl of France
they are situated. He will add new
articles to the legal code without con-
sulting it. A veritable Proteous, omni-
scent and ommipotent, today a soldier
and tomorrow a pig-man, successively a
banker, an academician, a streel-sweeper,
doctor, astronomer, drug-manufacturer,

tanner, or contractor, according (o the

orders of the day in Parliament, he never
knows

a moment's hesitation. Accus-
in his

pacity as lawyer. jour-
orator, to speak of
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gossip and in the court room his voice
only awoke sleeping judges. in Parlia-
ment he will make laws for thirty or
forty million inhabitants.
Peter Kropo(kin—
(Paroles dun revolte).

Leave the people its elections in ap-

pearance, but tamper with the results.
Macchiavelli.

My cousin Roger Pepys tells me that
it is matter of the greatest grief to him
in the world that he should be put upon
this trust of being a Parliament man;
because he says nothing is done, that
he can see, out of any truth and sincerity,
but mere envy and design.

Samuel Pepys.

Now, what is the ballot? It is neither
more nor less than a paper representa-
tive of the bayonet, the billy, and the
bullet. It is a labour-saving device for
ascertaining on which' side force lies
and ‘bowing to the inevitable. The voice
of the majorily saves bloodshed, but it
15 no less the arbitrament of force than
is the decree of the most absolute of
despots backed by the most powerful
of armies.

Of course it may be claimed that the
struggle to attain to the majorily in-
volves an incidental use of intellectual
and moral processes; but these influences

would exert thepgelves still more power-
fully in othep channels if there were no
such thing ag yhapallot, and when used
as sul I\!dnr} 1o the ballot, they ra.|‘m.
sent only a striving for the time wl 'I-LH
physical forge can be substituted for
them. Reason gavoted to politics fights
for its own dethrgnement. The mom
the minority bmmcs the majority.
ceases L0 reasop iand persuade, and be-
gins 1o commapd and enforce and
punish. If this pe true—it follows that
to use the ballgy for the modification of
go'-'crrinh"ﬂ i5 Lo yse foree for the modi
fication of government.
Benjamin Tucker.

The never-ending audacity of elected

persons.

Walt Whitman.

The main evify[of party politics] 1s,
that it destroys jmitiative, quenches the
individual  rebellious  spirit, teaches
people to rely op someone else io do
for them what they should do for them-
selves, whal they dlone can do for them-
selves; finally repcers organic the anoma-
lous iden that by massing supinencss
together until & majority is acquired
then, through the peculiar magic of that
majority, this supineness is to be trans-
formed into enargy. That is. people
who have lost the habit of striking for

as individuals, who have sub-
il'l'|!|h||l'l.' \\|‘|||L'

themselves

mitted to every waiting

for the majorily o grow, are going (o
become morphosed into  human
by a mere process of

Voltairine de Clevre.

the most

at of the
reing
why,
the
Wn Ccyes
nothing
whom they
Dr. Samnel Johnson
out ol ten, cems o me,
) pr ge in the
goy e | 10, mslter
how defective it may be, is romantic Lo
the wverge of sentimen Ihere is

seldom, if any

kind of g

\|I|] |1
proposes Lo
H. L.

one who wol

chined to

government he

\{I.lltktlt

A politician ild - circum-

vent God. Shakespeare.
What  is led politics is compara-
tively something so superficial and in-

FREEDOM

suman, thal, practically, 1 have never
fairly recognised that it concerns me at
all. The newspapers, 1 perceive, devole
some of their columns specially to poli-
tics or government without charge; and
this, one would say; is all that saves il
but as 1 love hterature. and, to some
extent, the truth also, 1 never read those
columns at any 1 do not wish ta
blunt my right s0 much. 1
have not got to answer for having read
a single President’s message. A strange
age of the world this, when empires,
kingdoms and republics come a-begging
to a private man’s door, and utter com-
plaints at his elbow! 1 cannot take up

rate.

SCNsc

a- newspaper but I find that some
wretched government or other, hard
pushed, and on its last legs, is inter
ceding with me, the reader, to vole for
it—more importunate than an Talian
beggar; and if I have a mind to look
at certificate, made, perchance, by

some beney Uluu merchant’s clerk, or the
skipper that brought it over, for il can-
not speak a word of English itself, I shall
probably read of the eruption of some
Vesuvius, or the overflowing of somé
Po, true or forged, which brooght it
into this condition. 1 do not hesitate in
such suggest work, or the
alms-house; or why not keep 18 castle

a case, lo

in silence, as T do commonly? The poor
President, what with preserving his
popularity and doing his duty, is com-

I'he newspapers are
Any other govern.
a few marines ot

pletely bewildered.
the ruling
ment is reduced to
Fort Independence. If a man neglects
to rend the “"Daily Times", government
will go down on its knees to him, for
this is the only treason in these days.

H. D. Thorean,

power,

AR, overpopulation and plenty are

three great problems which most
people either will not or cannot face.
Ostrich-like they turn away refusing to
sce that the Jonger the solutions to the
problems are postponed the more drastic
they will be when they are eventually
undertaken.

Now that the affluent society has
arrived (for some); now thai the welfare
state provides womb to tomb aid for
the not yet affluent; now that the tran-

pop-music. tehw:smn, hack

-lher_nc of a r_went book* and its author,
Profesor Gabor, a physicist and engineer
sugeests possible solutions. He is a man
who obviously tries to face hard facts
vet even so he apparently is  almost
totally unaware of the relationship of
capitalist economics to his subject. He
dodges many issues, tends to be woolly
and is prone to veer towards an easy
optimism. Even so his book is well
worth reading and gives much food for
thought.

Ihe first threat to the world is nuclear
suicide—the glft of politicians.  Al-
though writing in 1963 Professor Gabor
still feels able to describe thé West as
‘that propagandist’s fiction ‘The Free
World” as though it differs in some
fundamental way from Communist
regimes. In fact the main difference
between FEast and West is that while
the former pays Iipservwe to Marxism-
Leninism the latter pays it to democracy
and Christianity. The West has long
! Inst its ngzremwmm while Russia,
; nary origins fading into
history will be content with developrient

consolidation within its borders,
W-_ as the Professor correctly states,

became Wldl‘l)'

FOOLS
PARADISE

tries would become steady afier a certain
level of prospemty was reached and
when reliable cantraceptive techniques
ilable. But many
aﬂ'ord it dre re-

ing hrg “Tani 1..;. :

Aapplication of a check
ncreases s delayed the
will be if undertaken
pie and the harsher
by governments. Pro-
eves reluctantly in the
¢ thinks that govern.
financial pressure 1o

latter solution
ments should

make parents t their families to two
unless the p can prove that factors
of health, and talent make their
offspring 1i Lo prove exceptional.
He has no s ns for Asin and South
America. |

The alte to a halt in the popu-

re war, mass starvation
ered in packed, sky-
the population of
iton and vitamin pills
gter for exercise. And
“did become so awful
¢ a birth control prob-
ofessor Gabor's solu-
- will be repugnant
pmething must be done
suggestions?

problems are over-
blem of adjusting to
and abundance will
30 no one believed
Ly would bring prob-
days it was thought
PFOEIEss automatically
rational and intelli-
ly o few wicked re-
d ha removed Utopia
frnm Nowhem,

and with employment (as administrators
and lechnicians) guaranteed for only the
top 1.Q. Can people adjust to
such a society? How would it be organ-
ised? Abundance should hold no terrors
for anarchists but what of the millions
of others who are so susceptible to the
mass pressures of advertisers, press, T.V.
and salesmen towards social conformity
and material consumption as their
raison d'érre.  'Will for them abundance
just mean frantic consuming punctuated
by nervous breakdowns?

Small earthly paradises where a
srmhns Nature hus cndbi‘,d p‘.uplu Lo

levels.

bel ATE. u A

Burma are e.\;amplus, There 15 10 thl:.
day a tiny Himalayan country, Hunza,
reputedly founded by deserters from Alex-
ander the Great’s arthy where there is no
money, violence or crime and smiling
people live on vegetable diets to an
average age of 90. But these simple socie-
ties took a long time to develop, had
no roaring science and when they did
become subjected to strong outside influ-
ence quickly lost their idyllic character-
istics.

If present trends continue almost the
whole world will become incréasingly
more noisy, ugly, unhealthy and nerve
shattering. The physical environment
will become a vast South Essex, a drab
expanse of motor-ways, broiler-houses,
airports, power lines, reservoirs, mental
hospitals and vacuous housing estates.
It is a pity that the few remaining voices
still raised in Britain against the mon-
strous threats of science and technology
nearly all come from the old-fashioned
right. Thinking people are sold on it,
while the masses seem completely apathe-
tic and make no opinions at all. Not
that the past was different. Professor
Gabor writes of a 19th century German
industrialist who wanted to sink mines
in a remote Russian valley inhabited by
simple contented peasanls. The peasants
refused to enter the mine so the indus-
trialist opened a shop where fine goods.
were on sale at prices that a mine worker
‘could afford but not a peasant. The
women soon nagged their menfolk down
the mine.

Professor Gabor's solution (o t
lem of planly and how to avoid becom-

! death with :

guick alleviation, only to deepen (he
original disgust which prompted their
use, Sull another wuay, even more

desperate and self-defeating, is 10 con-
further on the technical agents
that have made life so meaningless,
making of the machine n fetish that
an object of love otherwise
(My italics).

anarchists will be think-
ing that the problems of leisure are
caused not by its intrinsic nature but
by faults inherent in capitalistie, authori-
tarian sociely. What are needed are

cenrrale

SErves . s
thwarted.”
Doubtless may

practical ideas as to how cur:ml and,-

flu unfn.c ocu.t

SPAIN:

Industrialisation at
the Expense of the
Land

UGH THOMAS reviewing in last
week’s “New Statesman” what
he describes as a svstematic study of

the Spanish Economy, published in

Madrid in 1960 and since reissued in
an up-to-date edition states that the
chief point made in this “sober expﬂn-

tion of the nature of the economy” is.
Spanish ‘economic

that ‘“the present
miracle’ is confined to industrial develop-
ment and has been achieved at the cost

of real neglect of agriculture, despite the
well-publicised schemes for the irrigation

and afforestation”, According to the
figures given the consumption of fertil-

iser per acre is considerably-below that

even of Greece and Portugal, and the

number of tractors per acre is three

times lower than in Italy.

Mr. Thomas enumerates social and

financial problems which hold back a
“viable developmem
What it seems to us is the insurmount
able probiem is not so much |

last month (Aunl 28) there is “qui
to_invest in growth centres” in
with considerable foreign |

in agriculture”.

per cent) but also large internal upm!
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POLLSTER’S OPINIONS

Caontinued from page |

reforms desire, must be pre-
pared ay—or h the poli-
tical pl I

10 ver

Elastic because the 1 eyery point
of view has a le to be
expressed, money la termines

how effectively a |u.||lx1'].1 point of
view will be put over to, the public;
and one-sided because all the chan-
nels of mass-communications are
either in the hands of die-hard
reactionanes or controiled by civil-
servants who would rather die than
be d: [1'1'|1" and unorthodox.
“Market Research”, “Opinion

Polls™ et alia. apart from proving
to be a profitable gimmick for a
growing number of university
graduates and people with “the gift
of the gab” (who, but for the money
incentive. would be more socially
usefully employed instructing and
equipping the young to live their
lives and to resist seduction by the
ad-men and other would-be brain-
washers) can be seen as attempts to
condition Man by understanding the
workings of his mind and of his
reflexes.

The Opinion polls only give us
their findings: we are offered no
opportunity of examining the data
on which they base their findings,
or how they collect it (unlike serious
investigations such as the Kinsey
Report which devoted as many of
its_pages 1o Lhes-: problcms as m
1he &Y t-lllt" Td s e

“Market Research“ extsts bceausc
industrialists finance it in their
own interest (no one suggests that
it is in the public interest?). Who
finances the Opinion Polls? The
three we have mentioned are each
openly subsidised and controlled by
organs of the National Press. There
is no reason to doubt that just as
these three reactionary organs of
the Press slant their news they will
have no difficulty in slanting their
“Opinion Polls” which, in our view
exist nol to reflect public opinion
but to manipulate it.

Obviously no opinion poll can be
so wide of the mark as to be the
laughing-stock of Fleet Street. To
suggest that the Tories headed the
“popularity” polls could only be
put forward in the teeth of all bye-
election and local election results
over the past three years. So all the
Opinion Polls concur in giving
Labour the lead. but assuming that
the Express, Mail and Telegraph
polls are equally conducted by ex-
perts worthy of their academic
qualifications and their inflated
salaries, how is it that their per-
centages, and consequently, their
conclusions are so different?

We think it significant that where-
as the Express and Mail polls more
or less coincide, the Telegraph
which is possibly more die-hard
conservative thun either the Emw
or the Mail should continue to sub-
sidise as well as publiqgcﬂle

Because even Conservatives talk
commonsense when they are in op-
position. the Sunday Telegraph's
editorial deserves to be reprinted in
full:

Tary
look out

propaganda only makes itself
f touch with the world of
reality by claiming the Dby-election
results as a great victory. Such exag-
gerated cheerfulness does little to impress
the public. Indeed, it may éven do the
opposite, since at party looks pathe-
tic ilit gets enormously worked up about
small mercies.

The sober truth is that the average
swing of six per cent. in the four cam-
paigns would still give Labour a major-
ity of 70 in the House of Commons.
More ominous, the swing fo Labour is
now showing a solidity it has hitherto
lacked. In 1962 and for most of 1963
I ir was leading by default; they
had slipped back, but less far than the
Conservatives.

Ihursday’s results show o new paltern.
the contests, Labour polled
about a thousand votes more peér con-
stitueney than in 1959; in all of them
their share of the poll went up., It is
hard to understand the commentator who
described the Winchester result as im-
stimulating for the Conserva-
tives; a few more stimuli of this kind,
and the patient will be a nervous wreck,

he public They can
understand  that the having

In thrée of

are not fools:
Tories.

avoided a catastrophic rout, are greatly
relieved. But to claim more than this
merely suggests a degree of unrealistic

wishful thinking that is more irritating
than impressive
Cumm:.m would. we think, b

But commonsense alone no more
wins elections; than it furthers anar-
chist propaganda. The role played
by money cannot be discounted,
even by anarchist propagandists,
According to the Guardian’s Labour
Stalf

The DLabour Party has now run
through all the £480,000 collected by
appeal for the coming general election.
and it has started eating into £300,000
left over from the 1959 general election,
But in the last fortnight about £30,000
more has been raised through appeals to
trade unions. §

The battle between the Labour
and Tory Parties is not over poli-
cies, or principles but between Per-
sonalities, and the vast sums of
money which both parties have
poured into the coffers of the publi-
city men, the Image builders( as well
as destroyers) in connection with the
coming Elections must be counted
in millions of pounds. We have no
doubt that the Labour Party will
find the necessary eash to continue
the battle to the bitter end even if
they are unable to match the Tories’

resources which, of course, includes
free support from most of the Nat-
ional Press.

S ALEC PauGLAS
Yemen hombings:

that was
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4
Gripes

Dear Eprrors,

As I have various accumulated gripes
and comments to get off my chest I
thought that [ would put them all in
one letter and leave it to you to sort
out those bits which might be suitable
for the paper, if any,

As one of the peoplé who was vaguely
in favour of a conference (from which
I was regrettably absent) and very much
in favour of the creation of “The
Anarchist” as an internal organ (if only
to keep the more hysterical vapourings
of our lunatic fringe on the back page),
I was rather sorry to see that FreEepom
had found it necessary lo yel again
justify its position with relation to the
movement. This seems to poinit to a
regrettable lack of communication some-
where and one which there should be
a serious attempt to solve as such mis-
understandings would loom much larger
in an anarchist society, when, and if, it
comes,

As one of the few people who entered
(or drifted), into the movement about
seven years ago, and thus not having
developed a group loyalty either to the
wartime group or the recent and wel-
come influx, I feel justified in saying
that the type of bickering, as opposed
to controversy, that has occasionally
marred the pages of the paper should
be eliminated where a reasonable way
can be found of doing this. It was for
this reason that I urged, at last year's
summer school. the creation of an in-
ternal paper where these malters could
be sorted out. This was nol done in
an effort to hide the disagreements that
must inevitably occur among anarchists.
Nor was it done from any feeling that
FreepoM does not serve the movement
well. It was done because some of us
felt that Freepom was too important,
as a public shopwindow, to bother with
the sort of parochialism that is implicit
in such things as “Seated One Day at
the Organ”, and the sub-title of the
issue of May 9th.

In a way it is inevitable that a small
group which has existed far too long
in isolation should indulge in this type
of ingroup humour. T think there is a

2 !§52' ?ontanpt to Pbu&nty
3 953' Colonialism on
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danger that the editorial board
sometimes forget that a greal
people now read the paper because they
have found the anarchist viewpoint on
a particular issue or cvent congenial
and want to find out more. Your recent
leader “Jackals Descend on Cyprus” for
instance created an interest in anarchist
ideas in as unlikely a person as a Catho-
lic ex-military policewomuan. The type
of well-reasoned and intelligent comment
that that article represented does more
to create sympathetic climate to anar-
chist ideas than any number of vitupera
tive, “all coppers are bastards and
military policemen are bigger
columns. The result in this case
a subscription to ANArcHY and Freepom
and a request for a booklist. It may be
that such people will never enter the
movement (and before somebody
we don't want them 1 should point out
that I was once a regular soldier myself),
but if they are interested in the view of
the world that Freepom presents, and
the steps which can be taken towards a
saner system of society which are im-
plicit in the contents of AnarcHy, then
surely such interest should be encour-
aged?

This is why I am pleased that “The
Anarchist” is to continue, for appalling
as much of its contents was, it served
as, a suitable outlet for things that
needed to be said, but would have been
out of place in a weekly paper whose
function has become, whatever the in-
tention of the editors, to present the (or
an) anarchist view of contemporary
events to the world, “The Anarchist”
fulfilled a needed function within the
movement although its content would
have been out of place in Freepom,
just as ANARcHY fulfils a cnmplemcmary
but different role with its emergence of
a sociological periodical with an anar-
chist bias.

BT E TR
FINGS

Accommodation.

There is a cheap double room avail-
able in an anparchist houschold.
From June 26th for three monihs.
Please write to Pete Hmda. Co

Houses, N

may
many

ones”
was

says

For workers’ control and active
peacemaking. Decorators, electrical,
carpenter, signwriter, etc., available
for work on mutual aid basis. lobs
wanted.
D.AD, 168 Station Road, Hendon,
N.W.4. HEN 0422.

Anti-Polaris
Two-day March, June 27th and 28th.

Details CND 4 Frederick

Lane, Glasgow, C.1.

Film Show _
Committee of 100.
Saturday, 30th May, 2.30.
Conway Hall,
W.C.2." Admission 2/6.

S.W. France—walking tour—two weeks
from 14th June. Anyone interested
making up small’ party write Jeff Robin-
son c¢/o FreepoM. Strong legs essential.

anlol Fedaruuen of Anarchists is co-

I a campaign against conscrip-
ion, would be glad of mon
and informative assistance. 9; Corn-
wallis Crescent, Clifton, Bristol.

ra.nkaudﬁle

~over the same

Red Lion Square,

¥ ory, from the days
of my first desulig., jnterest in anar-
chism, of a [etter 3 ing in FREEDOM
dnp]nrmb the fact g4t there had been
no major advance in anarchist philo-
sophy since Kr"Pﬂtkm I would argue
that this is no longe, true and that not
only the general ,yblic but that a
number of march]st! are unaware of il
The advance has peen made by Alex
Comfort in his two pooks “‘Authority
and Delinquency in (he Modern State”,
and “Sex in Society' and consolidated
by a great dea] of the material that
appears in ANARCHy, [ say many anar-
chists are unawarg of this advance be-
cause one still finds in the pages of
FREEDOM an apparept support for what
Alex Comfort hag termed the

I have a vague

“old idea

of the levée en magge’ which as he went
on to say, now mm farther away than
ever. Perhaps it j§ a good thing that
the “new anarchisig™ reject the 1di-

tional
an

r-;'fnluliormry attitude that the
st movement as a whole has

always represented™ For such altitudes,
except for brief flickers of hope in
Spain, Paris; andSthe Ukraine. have

always failed to brigg.about the type of
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routes and this lm,ans mMore Crews.
After all it is small consolation to pas-
sengers that even With the Board’s new
efficiency plans ihgl]' still have to wail
ages for one Lo come along and when
it does, there is anincomfortable stand-
ing journey. High'a"r wages, better con-
ditions, hence more crews manning more
uulimr; buses wiﬂ‘ give [n.quent ser=
vices and more com ortabla journeys for
passengers.

It seems from thg past record of the
T. & G.W.U. that they will not achieve
anything like this. Only the busmen
themselves can il, with the help
wherever possible "ol the passengers.
Busmen in the past have formed their
own rank and ﬁ]e: ovement and have
even formed a “breakaway” union.f
e already being cir-
cularised with a for a ban on over-
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sociely that anarchists believe would
offer mankind the best hope for a full
and satisfying life in a sanely organised
sociely. And it is because they have
failed, and because we are now farther
from such a revolutionary situation, in
the old sense, than ever before, that it
would be wise to read Comfort with the
same atlention that we once gave to
Malatesta and Kropotkin. It is because
the “guesses of the earlier anarchists are
finding confirmation in recent sociologi-
ca] research” that 1 diffidently suggest
that the time has come to stop secking
salvation by revolution. I am not sug-
gesting that anarchists give up acting
and all become social scientists. 1 am
suggesting that it is time all people call-
ing themselves anarchists made them-
selves aware of the new developments
in anarchist philosophy. The older pro-
p.u.md_\ methods are still needed. The
effect of the anti-bomb campaign on
the thinking of those who have since
come to embrace a form of anarchism
is justification enough for such methods.
But it is revolutionary social change we
need now, not revolutionary war, and
I submit thar, at the moment, the ap-
proach outlined by Alex Comfort in
the two books mentioned above. offers
us more hope than we have had for
many years, certainly since the Spanish
anarchists’ social revolution was crushed
between the mill-stones of Fascism and
Communism,

To return to more mundane matters.
I view with some concern the creeping
rash of classified advertisements on the
back page, which, while useful and
necessary rather tend to cut down on
the reading matter and make the paper
that much more difficult to sell to the
non-anarchist. Perhaps the time has
come to raise the price to sixpence and
insert an extra page. I have no idea
whether this is economically possible or
whether there is enough material to
print if you do but I think readers’ re-
action to the idea might be tested.

Yours, elc.,
Harlech, Merioneth. JoaN PILGRIM.

PROPOSED GROUPS

HAYES & DISTRICT ANARCHIST
GROUP
Contact Mike Wakeman,

12 Hoppner Road, Hayes, Middlesex.

GOUNTY OF STAFFC!RD

Slaﬂ‘s.

HEREFORD

Peter & Maureen Ford, 9 Poole Close,

Hereford

MANCHESTER

John McEwan, c/o Farrish, 4, Sanby

Ave:tmu, Mou.nt Estate, Gamm, Man-
er,

. SIDE

Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill-
bank, Liverpool 13. (STO 2632).
Evary Saturday 2.30.

Outside Lewmn paper-selling,

Peter Lee, ?45 Eccleshall Road, Sheffield.
s s el SRR S S A e 0]

1st Fri. of each month at Celia & Laurens
Otter’s, “Tolstoi”, 5 new Yatt Road,
North Lel h. Nr. Wltney. Oxon. Details
Tel.: Freeland 369.

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION u_m_luas

FREEDOM
T e ———————

ANARCHIST FEDERATION

OF BRITAIN
Co-ordinating Secretary: Tom Jackson,
10 Gilbert Place, London, W.C.1.

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

“Lamb and Flag”, Rose Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2. (nr. Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.
MAY 17 Jackstevenson on:

Anarchists and Responsibility

MAY 24 8. Fanarof on:

What Next In Anarchism?

MAY 31 Eric Lister on:

Art for Freedom

ALL WELCOME

Notting Hill Anarchist Group. Enquiries
Bronya MacDonald
15 St. Stephen’s Gardens, W.2.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Birmingham Group
Peter Neville,

12 South Grove,
ham, 23.

Birmingham (University)
Dave Chaney,

7, Birches Close, Moseley,
Birmingham, 13.

Birmingham College of

Commerce Anarchist Society
Discussion meetings weekly. Details

from John Philby, c/o College.
Bristol Federation

Irregular meetings—enquiries to
Ron Stuttle,
9 Cornwallis Crescent, Bristol 8.

Cambridge Group

Meets Tuesdays (in term), Q5 Queens,
Details and information, town and gown,
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottages,
Trumpington Road, Cambridge.

Dundee Group

Contact Rod Cameron,
6 Westfield Place, Dundee.

Edinburgh Group
Enquiries — Anne-Marie Fearon
flat), 31 Scotland Street, Edinburgh.

Glasgow Federation
Meets every Thursday, 8
4 North Frederick Lane,

lleord Broup

Erdington, Birming-

Tunbridge Wells a

J. D. Gilbert-Rolfe, 4 Mount
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex.

Piymnutll

Frad Spleu, 35 Ridge Park A!w,-

Mutley, Plymouth.

Reading

Meetings third_Friday of each
7.30 p.m. at Eric and Carol
16 Foxhill Road, Reading.

Tyneside Fedeutlon
Enquiries H. D, Nash,
10 Slmonmde Teu'aee,
Tyne

gl.m. Cl
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